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IMF  Pulls  the  Plug 

Mass  Protests  Shake  Argentina 


Break  with  Peronism— 

For  a Revolutionary  Workers  Party! 


Karmina  Burana/lndymedia 


Mass  protest  in  Buenos  Aires,  December  20.  Millions  of  protesters  have  taken  to  the 
streets  against  rising  unemployment  and  starvation  wrought  by  IMF,  bringing  down 
successive  governments. 


JANUARY  7— The  collapse  of  the 
government  of  Radical  Parly  presi- 
dent Fernando  de  la  Rua  amid  ma.s- 
sive  street  protests  on  December 
1 9-20  has  ushered  in  a major  social 
crisis  in  Argentina.  As  angry  dem- 
on.strators  in  Buenos  Aires  fought 
off  police  assaults  in  the  Plaza  de 
Mayo  below,  de  la  Rua  staged  a 
panicky  escape  by  helicopter  from 
the  roof  of  his  besieged  presidential 
palace.  In  his  wake,  three  more 
presidents  came  and  went  in  less 
than  two  weeks,  while  the  popular 
unrest  continued. 

Now  Eduardo  Duhalde  of  the 
Peronist  party  has  been  appointed 
to  head  a self-described  “govern- 
ment of  national  salvation."  The 
new  regime  aims  to  pacify  the 
masses  through  rhetorical  sops  and 
by  easing  a small  portion  of  the 
harsh  austerity  measures  mandated 
by  the  International  Monetary  Fund 
(IMF).  The  attacks  dictated  by 
the  imperialists,  centrally  the  U.S., 
and  implemented  by  the  Argentine 
bourgeoisie  have  provoked  deep 
anger  throughout  the  population. 

The  Duhalde  government  has  now 
temporarily  stopped  payment  on 
Argentina's  $ 1 55  billion  debt  to  the 
international  bankers — the  largest 
such  default  in  history.  The  govern- 
ment also  announced  a devaluation 
of  the  peso  as  well  as  measures 
supposedly  aimed  at  allaying  the 
plight  of  the  poor.  But  no  one  pre- 
tends that  this  will  put  an  end  to  the 
turmoil.  Days  before  he  took  office, 
Duhalde  himself  warned  that  the 
country  could  spiral  into  civil  war. 

Argentina  is  at  an  impasse:  the  people 
will  no  longer  accept  being  governed  as 
before,  while  the  rulers  can  no  longer 
govern  as  before.  Close  to  half  the  popu- 
lation ekes  out  an  existence  below  the 
poverty  line,  official  unemployment  is 
nearly  20  percent,  much  of  the  working 
class  is  in  desperate  straits  and  the  living 
standards  of  the  petty-bourgeois  middle 
class,  once  the  most  prosperous  in  Latin 
America,  are  plummeting.  Both  major 
bourgeois  parties — the  Radicals  and  the 
Justicialista  Peronisis,  who  themselves 
served  as  hardline  enforcers  for  the  IMF 
under  the  regime  of  Carlos  Menem  in  the 
I990s — are  widely  reviled  among  the 
toiling  masses.  And  lurking  in  the  shad- 
ows is  the  army,  whose  brutal  dictatorship 
from  1 976  to  1 983  saw  over  30,000  left- 
ists and  labor  militants  assassinated  or 
“disappeared." 

The  wave  of  struggles  that  brought 
down  the  de  la  Riia  regime  began  in  the 
provinces  with  road  blockades  by  unem- 
ployed and  semi-employed  piqueteros 
(picketers).  It  then  spread  to  the  cities, 
where  hungry  masses  looted  grocery 
stores  and  striking  workers  stoned  gov- 
ernment offices,  leading  de  la  Rua  to  pro- 
claim a stale  of  siege.  It  culminated  with 
the  eighth  general  strike  in  two  years, 
quickly  followed  by  mass  protests  of  hun- 


dreds of  thousands,  from  young  workers, 
students  and  the  unemployed  to  retired 
civil  servants  and  housewives  banging 
empty  pots.  While  street  bonfires  burned 
throughout  Buenos  Aires  and  in  other 
cities,  demonstrators  chanting  "All  of 
them  out!"  faced  down  riot  police  firing 
tear  gas  and  live  ammunition  outside 
the  presidential  palace  and  the  Peronist- 
controlled  Houses  of  Congress.  At  least 
30  protesters  were  killed,  many  hundreds 
wounded  and  thousands  imprisoned  be- 
fore the  hated  president  finally  fled.  Free 
all  the  arrested  protesters! 

The  current  situation  in  Argentina  has 
many  components  of  a prerevolutionary 
crisis.  The  bourgeoisie  is  at  an  impasse, 
there  is  sharp  dissatisfaction  among  the 
petty  bourgeoisie  and  the  working  class 
has  demonstrated  great  combalivity.  Cru- 
cially missing,  however,  is  a proletar- 
ian revolutionary  leadership  which  can 
give  voice  to  the  aspirations  of  all  the 
oppressed  in  a struggle  to  shatter  the  rule 
of  the  venal  Argentine  bourgeoisie  and 
the  domination  of  its  imperialist  masters. 
The  fight  for  a proletarian  vanguard  party 
is  therefore  the  central  question  facing 
Argentina  today.  Critical  to  this  perspec- 


tive is  the  struggle  for  the  complete  and 
absolute  independence  of  the  working 
class  from  all  the  parlies  and  agencies  of 
bourgeois  rule. 

The  majority  of  Argentina’s  poten- 
tially powerful  trade  unions  are  directly 
linked  to  the  bourgeois-nationalist  Per- 
onist party.  Today,  the  nationalist  trade- 
union  bureaucrats  are  again  working  to 
channel  popular  di.scontent  into  the  arms 
of  the  Peronisis.  whose  occasional  “anti- 
imperialist”  rhetoric  serves  only  to  mask 
their  fealty  to  capitalist  imperialism.  Liv- 
ing in  deathly  fear  of  the  accumulated 
tinder  at  the  base  of  society,  the  labor 
bureaucrats  have  found  it  necessary  to 
call  repeated  general  strikes  over  the  past 
two  years.  At  the  same  time,  they  have 
worked  hand  in  hand  with  the  Argentine 
rulers  to  contain  discontent. 

Only  a few  months  ago.  both  wings  of 
the  Peronist  CGT  (Genera!  Confedera- 
tion of  Labor)  signed  a pact  to  control 
social  unrest  "in  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try.” Amid  the  mass  protests  and  street 
battles  of  December  1 9-20,  leaders  of 
the  mainstream  CGT  called  for  “guaran- 
teeing the  resolution  of  this  most  grave 
political  crisis  within  the  framework  of 


the  Constitution”  (La  Nacion,  21 
December  2001).  while  the  di.ssi- 
dent  CGT-rebelde  called  on  the 
regime  to  "adopt  political  solu- 
tions to  control  the  social  erup- 
tions" (La  Nacion.  20  December 
2001).  When  de  la  Riia  fell,  they 
joined  with  the  "independent" 
bureaucrats  of  the  CTA  (Argentine 
Labor  Central)  government  work- 
ers and  teachers  union  federation 
in  calling  off  a threatened  gen- 
eral strike  against  the  state  of  siege 
and  rushed  to  a private  leie-5-tete 
with  the  new  (and  short-lived)  Per- 
onist president,  Rodriguez  Saa. 

For  their  part.  Argentina’s  vari- 
ous pseudo-Marxist  organizations 
— including  relatively  sizable  fake- 
Trotskyist  groups,  some  with  parlia- 
mentary deputies — have  long  been 
little  more  than  left  satellites  of 
Peronism.  Tbday,  while  raising  var- 
ious criticisms  of  Duhalde  and  his 
labor  auxiliaries,  these  groups  push 
deadly  illusions  that  workers  and 
the  oppressed  can  eliminate  their 
immiseration  within  the  framework 
of  bourgeois  rule,  seeking  merely 
to  give  it  more  “democratic"  trap- 
pings. There  is  a burning  need  to 
forge  a genuine  Trotskyist  nucleus 
in  Argentina  that  fights  to  link  the 
present  struggles  to  a program  of 
socialist  revolution  as  the  only 
solution  to  the  country's  crisis.  In 
the  present  conditions,  even  a rela- 
tively small  revolutionary  organ- 
ization could  grow  explosively 
and  sink  roots  among  the  proletar- 
iat. thereby  opening  the  road  to 
working-class  power. 

Such  a party  can  only  be  forged  on  the 
basis  of  a program  of  proletarian  revo- 
lutionary internationalism  which  seeks 
to  extend  the  struggles  of  the  Argentine 
proletariat  throughout  Latin  American 
and  into  the  imperialist  heartlands  of 
the  United  States  and  West  Europe.  In 
Europe,  where  many  workers  are  fac- 
ing mass  layoffs  and  factory  closures, 
there  is  an  identification  with,  and  appre- 
hension over,  the  plight  of  the  large- 
ly European-derived  Argentine  masses. 
European  newspapers  and  TVs  are  filled 
with  images  of  people  in  what  was  once 
the  wealthiest  country  in  Latin  America 
storming  the  banks,  battling  the  police 
and  looting  stores  for  the  basic  neces- 
sities of  daily  survival.  There  is  genuine 
fear  that  if  hunger  riots  could  erupt  in 
Argentina,  then  a dramatic  plunge  in  liv- 
ing standards  could  be  the  future  for 
European  workers  loo.  Although  the  par- 
ticular mechanisms  of  class  collaboration 
are  different  (social-democratic  labor 
reformism  in  Europe,  bourgeois  national- 
ism in  Latin  America),  the  fundamen- 
tal question  is  the  same:  unshackling  a 
powerful  proletariat  from  a pro-capitalist 
leadership. 

For  their  part,  the  U.S.  imperialists 
have  long  seen  Latin  America  as  their 
own  private  preserve  for  exploitation. 
The  wall-to-wall  military  dictatorships 
that  dominated  South  America  in  the 
1960s  and  '70s  were  the  product  of  the 
“Alliance  for  Progress”  instituted  by 
Democratic  Party  president  and  liberal 
darling  John  F.  Kennedy  as  part  of  the 
"war  on  Communism.”  Today,  retlecting 
continued  on  page  10 


The  West  and  Islamic  Fundamentalism 

Salman  Rushdie’s 
Verses  for  Imperialism 
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Defend  Cuba  Against 
U.S.  Imperialism! 

Free  the  Miami  Five! 

U.S.  Out  of  Guantanamo  Bay! 


Fidel  Castro  standing  before  portraits  of  Miami  Five  at  Havana  rally 
demanding  their  freedom. 


Last  month,  a U.S.  District  Court  judge 
in  Miami  sentenced  five  Cuban  citizens 
to  terms  from  15  years  to  life  in  prison 
on  charges  of  espionage  and  murder. 
The  Miami  Five  are  supporters  of  the 
Cuban  Revolution  who  monitored  and 
infiltrated  counterrevolutionary  gusano 


(worm)  exile  groups  in  Florida  in  order  to 
report  on  their  plans,  as  well  as  those  of 
the  U.S.  military,  for  attacks  and  other 
provocations  against  Cuba.  As  prole* 
tarian  revolutionary  internationalists,  we 
demand  the  immediate  freedom  of  the 
Miami  Five,  whose  heroic  actions  were  in 


Trade  Unions  in  Dependent 
Capitalist  Countries 

Argentina's  economic  and  social  crisis, 
engineered  by  the  IMF,  starkly  illuminates 
the  necessity  for  proletarian  revolution  to 
overthrow  the  bourgeoisie  and  liberate  the 
country  from  imperialist  bondage.  But  as 
Bolshevik  leader  Leon  Trotsky  pointed  out, 
a key  obstacle  to  independent  proletarian 
struggle  in  economically  backward  countries 
is  the  co-optation  of  the  trade  unions  by 
the  nationalist  bourgeois  rulers,  who  are 
beholden  to  the  imperialist  powers.  The  fight 
for  the  complete  independence  of  the  unions  from  the  bourgeois  state  is  thus  integral  to 
any  proletarian  revolutionary  perspective. 


TROTSKY 


LENIN 


Colonial  and  semicolonial  countries  are  under  the  sway,  not  of  native  capitalism  but 
of  foreign  imperialism.  However,  this  does  not  weaken  but,  on  the  contrary,  strengthens 
the  need  of  direct,  daily,  practical  ties  between  the  magnates  of  capitalism  and  the  gov- 
ernments which  are  in  essence  subject  to  them — the  governments  of  colonial  or  semi- 
colonial countries.  Inasmuch  as  imperialist  capitalism  creates  both  in  colonies  and 
semicolonies  a stratum  of  labor  aristocracy  and  bureaucracy,  the  latter  requires  the  sup- 
port of  colonial  and  semicolonial  governments  as  protectors,  patrons,  and  sometimes  as 
arbitrators.  This  constitutes  the  most  important  social  basis  for  the  Bonapartist  and 
semi-Bonapartist  character  of  governments  in  the  colonies  and  in  backward  countries 
generally.  This  likewise  constitutes  the  basis  for  the  dependence  of  reformist  unions 
upon  the  state.... 

Inasmuch  as  the  chief  role  in  backward  countries  is  not  played  by  national  but  by  for- 
eign capitalism,  the  national  bourgeoisie  occupies,  in  the  sense  of  its  social  position,  a 
much  more  minor  position  than  corresponds  with  the  development  of  industry.  Inas- 
much as  foreign  capital  does  not  import  workers  but  proletarianizes  the  native  popula- 
tion. the  national  proletariat  soon  begins  playing  the  most  important  role  in  the  life  of 
the  country.  In  these  conditions  the  national  government,  to  the  extent  that  it  tries  to  show 
resistance  to  foreign  capital,  is  compelled  to  a greater  or  lesser  degree  to  lean  on  the 
proletariat.  On  the  other  hand,  the  governments  of  those  backward  countries  which  con- 
sider it  inescapable  or  more  profitable  for  themselves  to  march  shoulder  to  shoulder 
with  foreign  capital,  destroy  the  labor  organizations  and  institute  a more  or  less  totali- 
tarian regime.  Thus,  the  feebleness  of  the  national  bourgeoisie,  the  absence  of  traditions 
of  municipal  self-government,  the  pressure  of  foreign  capitalism,  and  the  relatively 
rapid  growth  of  the  proletariat,  cut  the  ground  from  under  any  kind  of  stable  democratic 
regime.  The  governments  of  backward,  i.e.,  colonial  and  semicolonial.  countries  by  and 
large  assume  a Bonapartist  or  semi-Bonapartist  character;  they  differ  from  one  another 
in  that  some  try  to  orient  in  a democratic  direction,  seeking  support  among  workers  and 
peasants,  while  others  install  a form  close  to  military-police  dictatorship.  This  likewise 
determines  the  fate  of  the  trade  unions.  They  either  stand  under  the  special  patronage 
of  the  state  or  they  are  subjected  to  cruel  persecution.  Patronage  on  the  pari  of  the  state 
is  dictated  by  two  tasks  that  confront  it:  first,  to  draw  the  working  class  closer,  thus 
gaining  a support  for  resistance  against  excessive  pretensions  on  the  part  of  imperial- 
ism; and.  at  the  same  time,  to  discipline  the  workers  themselves  by  placing  them  under 
the  control  of  a bureaucracy. 

— Leon  Trotsky.  “Trade  Unions  in  the  Epoch  of  Imperialist  Decay."  29  September 
1938,  reprinted  in  Leon  Trotsky  on  the  Trade  Unions  (Pathfinder.  1975) 
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defense  of  the  Cuban  Revolution  against 
U.S.  imperialism  and  its  counterrevolu- 
tionary agents. 

The  FBI  arrested  ten  Cubans  in  1998, 
claiming  that  they  were  part  of  an  espi- 
onage network  in  Florida  which  aimed 
to  infiltrate  the  U.S.  Southern  Command, 
pass  military  secrets  to  Havana  and  pene- 
trate Cuban  American  groups.  Prosecu- 
tors later  added  a charge  of  "conspiracy 
to  commit  murder"  in  connection  with 
the  deaths  of  four  pilots  from  the  Broth- 
ers to  the  Rescue  gicsano  outfit.  The  latter 
were  shot  down  by  the  Cuban  air  force  in 
1996  after  repeatedly  and  provocatively 
flying  into  Cuban  airspace  in  a brazen 
challenge  to  the  country’s  air  defenses. 
These  gusanos  are  descendants  of  the 
former  bourgeoisie  and  its  henchmen  in 
the  brutal  regime  of  Fulgencio  Batista 
who  fled  the  Cuban  Revolution  and  have 
ever  since  waged  a campaign  of  terror- 
ism supported  by  their  CIA  masters. 

The  prosecution’s  case  was  based  on 
"evidence”  illegally  seized  during  FBI 
break-ins  in  a three-year  period  before 
the  arrests.  Threatened  with  long  prison 
terms,  five  of  the  original  defendants 
caved  in  and  agreed  to  plea  bargains  in 


exchange  for  reduced  sentences.  But  the 
others  stood  firm,  despite  being  kept  in 
solitary  confinement  for  more  than  a 
year  and  a half  before  their  trial. 

Three  of  the  Miami  Five — Antonio 
Guerrero,  Gerardo  Hernandez  and  Ram6n 
Labanino — were  sentenced  to  life  im- 
prisonment. the  maximum  allowed.  The 
prosecution  claimed  that  Guerrero,  who 
worked  as  a janitor  at  the  Boca  Chica 
Naval  Air  Station  in  Key  West,  had 
endangered  secret  U.S.  military  plans  by 
watching  aircraft  take  off  and  land  in 
training  exercises.  Herndndez  was  hit 
with  a second  life  term  for  allegedly  pro- 
viding Havana  with  flight  information 
about  the  Brothers  to  the  Rescue  opera- 
tion. The  other  defendants,  Fernando 
Gonzalez  and  Rene  Gonzalez,  received 
19  and  15  years  respectively.  Rene  Gon- 
zalez had  flown  planes  for  Brothers  to  the 
Rescue  in  order  to  monitor  the  group’s 
activities  and  report  them  to  Cuban 
authorities. 

In  a statement  issued  shortly  after  their 
conviction  last  June,  the  Cuban  govern- 
ment affirmed  that  the  Miami  Five  were 
part  of  an  operation  to  “discover  and 
continued  on  page  9 


William  (“Bill”)  Moultrie 


Kat  Burnham 


1927-2002 

Bill  Moultrie,  a longtime  member  of  the  Spartacist  League, 
died  on  January  3 of  complications  following  his  recent  surgery  for 
lung  cancer.  Bill  brought  to  the  Spartacist  League  his  unique  expe- 
rience as  a militant  union  leader.  As  president  of  a major  Communi- 
cations Workers  of  America  (CWA)  Local  in  Michigan,  Bill  was  a 
leader  of  the  bitter  phone  strike  of  1968  against  the  mammoth  Bell 
Telephone  Co.  He  held  his  local  together  in  a wildcat,  which  contin- 
ued the  strike  after  the  CWA  International  had  caved  in.  Bill  was 
eventually  driven  out  of  the  industry  as  a result  of  collusion 
between  the  CWA  bureaucracy  and  Bell  Telephone. 

From  his  experience,  Moultrie  drew  the  conclusion  that  there 
could  be  no  lasting  gains  for  any  section  of  the  working  class  short 
of  a working-class  revolution,  requiring  an  international  revolution- 
ary party  to  lead  it.  To  this  end.  Bill  became  a communist  and  joined 
the  Spartacist  League,  moving  to  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  where 
he  was  a member  of  the  SL  local  committee  for  many  years. 

We  extend  our  heartfelt  condolences  to  his  comrade  and 
steadfast  companion  of  over  three  decades.  Kat  Burnham,  who  saw 
Bill  through  his  long  battle  with  illness;  his  brother  Bob  and  sister 
Virginia;  and  his  four  children,  Ray,  Pam,  Mike  and  Joe.  A more 
complete  account  of  his  life  and  political  contributions  to  our  party 
will  appear  in  a coming  issue  of  Workers  Vanguard. 
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IMF  Pulls  the  Plug 

Mass  Protests  Shake  Argentina 


Break  with  Peronism— 

For  a Revolutionary  Workers  Party! 


Karmina  Burana/lndymedia 

Mass  protest  in  Buenos  Aires,  December  20.  Millions  of  protesters  have  taken  to  the 
streets  against  rising  unemployment  and  starvation  wrought  by  IMF,  bringing  down 
successive  governments. 


JANUARY  7 — The  collapse  of  the 
government  of  Radical  Parly  presi- 
dent Fernando  de  la  Rua  amid  mas- 
sive street  protests  on  December 
19-20  has  ushered  in  a major  social 
crisis  in  Argentina.  As  angry  dem- 
onstrators in  Buenos  Aires  fought 
off  police  assaults  in  the  Pla/.a  de 
Mayo  below,  de  la  Riia  staged  a 
panicky  escape  by  helicopter  from 
the  roof  of  his  besieged  presidential 
palace.  In  his  wake,  three  more 
presidents  came  and  went  in  less 
than  two  weeks,  while  the  popular 
unrest  continued. 

Now  Eduardo  Duhalde  of  the 
Peronist  party  has  been  appointed 
to  head  a self-described  “govern- 
ment of  national  salvation."  The 
new  regime  aims  to  pacify  the 
masses  through  rhetorical  sops  and 
by  easing  a small  portion  of  the 
harsh  austerity  measures  mandated 
by  the  International  Monetary  Fund 
(IMF).  The  attacks  dictated  by 
the  imperialists,  centrally  the  U.S., 
and  implemented  by  the  Argentine 
bourgeoisie  have  provoked  deep 
anger  throughout  the  population. 

The  Duhalde  government  has  now 
temporarily  stopped  payment  on 
Argentina’s  $ 1 55  billion  debt  to  the 
international  bankers — the  largest 
such  default  in  history.  The  govern- 
ment also  announced  a devaluation 
of  the  peso  as  well  as  measures 
supposedly  aimed  at  allaying  the 
plight  of  the  poor.  But  no  one  pre- 
tends that  this  will  put  an  end  to  the 
turmoil.  Days  before  he  took  office, 
Duhalde  himself  warned  that  the 
country  could  spiral  into  civil  war. 

Argentina  is  at  an  impasse:  the  people 
will  no  longer  accept  being  governed  as 
before,  while  the  rulers  can  no  longer 
govern  as  before.  Close  to  half  the  popu- 
lation ekes  out  an  existence  below  the 
poverty  line,  official  unemployment  is 
nearly  20  percent,  much  of  the  working 
class  is  in  desperate  straits  and  the  living 
standards  of  the  petty-bourgeois  middle 
class,  once  the  most  prosperous  in  Latin 
America,  are  plummeting.  Both  major 
bourgeois  parties — the  Radicals  and  the 
Justiciali.sta  Peronists,  who  themselves 
served  as  hardline  enforcers  for  the  IMF 
under  the  regime  of  Carlos  Menem  in  the 
1990s — are  widely  reviled  among  the 
toiling  masses.  And  lurking  in  the  shad- 
ows is  the  army,  whose  brutal  dictatorship 
from  1976  to  1983  saw  over  30.000  left- 
ists and  labor  militants  assassinated  or 
“disappeared." 

The  wave  of  struggles  that  brought 
down  the  de  la  Rua  regime  began  in  the 
provinces  with  road  blockades  by  unem- 
ployed and  semi-employed  piqueteros 
(pickelers).  It  then  spread  to  the  cities, 
where  hungry  masses  looted  grocery 
stores  and  striking  workers  stoned  gov- 
ernment offices,  leading  de  la  Rua  to  pro- 
claim a state  of  siege.  It  culminated  with 
the  eighth  general  strike  in  two  years, 
quickly  followed  by  mass  protests  of  hun- 


dreds of  thousands,  from  young  workers, 
students  and  the  unemployed  to  retired 
civil  servants  and  housewives  banging 
empty  pots.  While  street  bonfires  burned 
throughout  Buenos  Aires  and  in  other 
cities,  demonstrators  chanting  "All  of 
them  out!”  faced  down  riot  police  firing 
tear  gas  and  live  ammunition  outside 
the  presidential  palace  and  the  Peronist- 
conlrolled  Houses  of  Congress.  At  least 
30  protesters  were  killed,  many  hundreds 
wounded  and  thousands  imprisoned  be- 
fore the  hated  president  finally  fled.  Free 
all  the  arrested  protesters! 

The  current  situation  in  Argentina  has 
many  components  of  a prerevolutionary 
crisis.  The  bourgeoisie  is  at  an  impasse, 
there  is  sharp  dissatisfaction  among  the 
petty  bourgeoisie  and  the  working  class 
has  demonstrated  great  combativity.  Cru- 
cially missing,  however,  is  a proletar- 
ian revolutionary  leadership  which  can 
give  voice  to  the  aspirations  of  all  the 
oppressed  in  a struggle  to  shatter  the  rule 
of  the  venal  Argentine  bourgeoisie  and 
the  domination  of  its  imperialist  masters. 
The  fight  for  a proletarian  vanguard  party 
is  therefore  the  central  question  facing 
Argentina  today.  Critical  to  this  perspec- 


tive is  the  struggle  for  the  complete  and 
absolute  independence  of  the  working 
class  from  all  the  parties  and  agencies  of 
bourgeois  rule. 

The  majority  of  Argentina’s  poten- 
tially powerful  trade  unions  are  directly 
linked  to  the  bourgeois-nationalist  Per- 
onist party.  Today,  the  nationalist  trade- 
union  bureaucrats  are  again  working  to 
channel  popular  discontent  into  the  arms 
of  the  Peronists.  whose  occasional  "anti- 
imperialist”  rhetoric  serves  only  to  mask 
their  fealty  to  capitalist  imperialism.  Liv- 
ing in  deathly  fear  of  the  accumulated 
tinder  at  the  base  of  society,  the  labor 
bureaucrats  have  found  it  necessary  to 
call  repeated  general  strikes  over  the  past 
two  years.  At  the  same  time,  they  have 
worked  hand  in  hand  with  the  Argentine 
rulers  to  contain  discontent. 

Only  a few  months  ago.  both  wings  of 
the  Peronist  CGT  (General  Confedera- 
tion of  Labor)  signed  a pact  to  control 
social  unrest  "in  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try.” Amid  the  mass  protests  and  street 
battles  of  December  19-20.  leaders  of 
the  mainstream  CGT  called  for  "guaran- 
teeing the  resolution  of  this  most  grave 
political  crisis  within  the  framework  of 


the  Constitution”  {La  Nacidn,  21 
December  2001),  while  the  dissi- 
dent CGT-rebelde  called  on  the 
regime  to  "adopt  political  solu- 
tions to  control  the  social  erup- 
tions" {La  Nacion,  20  December 
2001).  When  de  la  Riia  fell,  they 
joined  with  the  "independent" 
bureaucrats  of  the  CTA  (Argentine 
Labor  Central)  government  work- 
ers and  teachers  union  federation 
in  calling  off  a threatened  gen- 
eral strike  against  the  state  of  siege 
and  rushed  to  a private  teie-i-tete 
with  the  new  (and  short-lived)  Per- 
onist president.  Rodriguez  Sad. 

For  their  part,  Argentina's  vari- 
ous pseudo-Marxist  organizations 
— including  relatively  sizable  fake- 
Trotskyist  groups,  some  with  parlia- 
mentary deputies — have  long  been 
little  more  than  left  satellites  of 
Peronism.  “Riday,  while  raising  var- 
ious criticisms  of  Duhalde  and  his 
labor  auxiliaries,  these  groups  push 
deadly  illusions  that  workers  and 
the  oppressed  can  eliminate  their 
immiseration  within  the  framework 
of  bourgeois  rule,  seeking  merely 
to  give  it  more  “democratic"  trap- 
pings. There  is  a burning  need  to 
forge  a genuine  Trotskyist  nucleus 
in  Argentina  that  fights  to  link  the 
present  struggles  to  a program  of 
socialist  revolution  as  the  only 
solution  to  the  country's  crisis.  In 
the  present  conditions,  even  a rela- 
tively small  revolutionary  organ- 
ization could  grow  explosively 
and  sink  roots  among  the  proletar- 
iat. thereby  opening  the  road  to 
working-class  power. 

Such  a party  can  only  be  forged  on  the 
basis  of  a program  of  proletarian  revo- 
lutionary internationalism  which  seeks 
to  extend  the  struggles  of  the  Argentine 
proletariat  throughout  Latin  American 
and  into  the  imperialist  heartlands  of 
the  United  States  and  West  Europe.  In 
Europe,  where  many  workers  are  fac- 
ing mass  layoffs  and  factory  closures, 
there  is  an  identification  with,  and  appre- 
hension over,  the  plight  of  the  large- 
ly European-derived  Argentine  masses. 
European  newspapers  and  TVs  are  filled 
with  images  of  people  in  what  was  once 
the  wealthiest  country  in  Latin  America 
storming  the  banks,  battling  the  police 
and  looting  stores  for  the  basic  neces- 
sities of  daily  survival.  There  is  genuine 
fear  that  if  hunger  riots  could  erupt  in 
Argentina,  then  a dramatic  plunge  in  liv- 
ing standards  could  be  the  future  for 
European  workers  too.  Although  the  par- 
ticular mechanisms  of  class  collaboration 
are  different  (social-democratic  labor 
reformism  in  Europe,  bourgeois  national- 
ism in  Latin  America),  the  fundamen- 
tal question  is  the  same;  unshackling  a 
powerful  proletariat  from  a pro-capitalist 
leadership. 

For  their  part,  the  U S.  imperialists 
have  long  seen  Latin  America  as  their 
own  private  preserve  for  exploitation. 
The  wall-to-wall  military  dictatorships 
that  dominated  South  America  in  the 
1960s  and  '70s  were  the  product  of  the 
"Alliance  for  Progress"  instituted  by 
Democratic  Party  president  and  liberal 
darling  John  F.  Kennedy  as  part  of  the 
"war  on  Communism."  Today,  reflecting 
continued  on  page  10 


The  West  and  Islamic  Fundamentalism 

Salman  Rushdie’s 
Verses  for  Imperialism 

SEE  PAGE  FOUR 
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Defend  Cuba  Against 
U.S.  Imperialism! 

Free  the  Miami  Five! 

U.S.  Out  of  Guantanamo  Bay! 


Free  the  Five  Committee 

Fidel  Castro  standing  before  portraits  of  Miami  Five  at  Havana  rally 
demanding  their  freedom. 
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Last  month,  a U.S.  District  Court  judge 
in  Miami  sentenced  five  Cuban  citizens 
to  terms  from  15  years  to  life  in  prison 
on  charges  of  espionage  and  murder. 
The  Miami  Five  are  supporters  of  the 
Cuban  Revolution  who  monitored  and 
infiltrated  counterrevolutionary  gusano 


(worm)  exile  groups  in  Florida  in  order  to 
report  on  their  plans,  as  well  as  those  of 
the  U.S.  military,  for  attacks  and  other 
provocations  against  Cuba.  As  prole- 
tarian revolutionary  internationalists,  we 
demand  the  immediate  freedom  of  the 
Miami  Five,  whose  heroic  actions  were  in 


Trade  Unions  in  Dependent 
Capitalist  Countries 

Argentina's  economic  and  social  crisis, 
engineered  hy  the  IMF.  starkly  illuminates 
the  necessity  for  proletarian  revolution  to 
overthrow  the  bourgeoisie  and  liberate  the 
country  from  imperialist  bondage.  But  as 
Bolshevik  leader  Leon  Trotsky  pointed  out. 
a key  obstacle  to  independent  proletarian 
struggle  in  economically  backward  countries 
is  the  co-optation  of  the  trade  unions  by 
the  nationalist  bourgeois  rulers,  who  are 
beholden  to  the  imperialist  powers.  The  fight 
for  the  complete  independence  of  the  unions  from  the  bourgeois  state  is  thus  integral  to 
any  proletarian  revolutionary  perspective. 


TROTSKY 


LENIN 


Colonial  and  semicolonial  countries  are  under  the  sway,  not  of  native  capitalism  but 
of  foreign  imperialism.  However,  this  does  not  weaken  but,  on  the  contrary,  strengthens 
the  need  of  direct,  daily,  practical  ties  between  the  magnates  of  capitalism  and  the  gov- 
ernments which  are  in  essence  subject  to  them — the  governments  of  colonial  or  semi- 
colonial countries.  Inasmuch  as  imperialist  capitalism  creates  both  in  colonies  and 
semicolonies  a stratum  of  labor  aristocracy  and  bureaucracy,  the  latter  requires  the  sup- 
port of  colonial  and  semicolonial  governments  as  protectors,  patrons,  and  sometimes  as 
arbitrators.  This  constitutes  the  most  important  social  basis  for  the  Bonapartist  and 
semi-Bonapartist  character  of  governments  in  the  colonies  and  in  backward  countries 
generally.  This  likewise  constitutes  the  basis  for  the  dependence  of  reformist  unions 
upon  the  state  ... 

Inasmuch  as  the  chief  role  in  backward  countries  is  not  played  by  national  but  by  for- 
eign capitalism,  the  national  bourgeoisie  occupies,  in  the  sense  of  its  social  position,  a 
much  more  minor  position  than  corresponds  with  the  development  of  industry.  Inas- 
much as  foreign  capital  does  not  import  workers  but  proletarianizes  the  native  popula- 
tion. the  national  proletariat  soon  begins  playing  the  most  important  role  in  the  life  of 
the  country.  In  these  conditions  the  national  government,  to  the  extent  that  it  tries  to  show 
resistance  to  foreign  capital,  is  compelled  to  a greater  or  lesser  degree  to  lean  on  the 
proletariat.  On  the  other  hand,  the  governments  of  those  backward  countries  which  con- 
sider it  inescapable  or  more  profitable  for  themselves  to  march  shoulder  to  shoulder 
with  foreign  capital,  destroy  the  labor  organizations  and  institute  a more  or  less  totali- 
tarian regime.  Thus,  the  feebleness  of  the  national  bourgeoisie,  the  absence  of  traditions 
of  municipal  .self-government,  the  pressure  of  foreign  capitalism,  and  the  relatively 
rapid  growth  of  the  proletariat,  cut  the  ground  from  under  any  kind  of  stable  democratic 
regime.  The  governments  of  backward,  i.e..  colonial  and  semicolonial,  countries  by  and 
large  assume  a Bonapartist  or  semi-Bonapartist  character;  they  differ  from  one  another 
in  that  some  try  to  orient  in  a democratic  direction,  seeking  support  among  workers  and 
peasants,  while  others  install  a form  close  to  military-police  dictatorship.  This  likewise 
determines  the  fate  of  the  trade  unions.  They  either  stand  under  the  special  patronage 
of  the  state  or  they  are  subjected  to  cruel  persecution.  Patronage  on  the  pan  of  the  state 
is  dictated  by  two  tasks  that  confront  it:  first,  to  draw  the  working  class  closer,  thus 
gaining  a support  for  resistance  against  excessive  pretensions  on  the  part  of  imperial- 
ism; and.  at  the  same  time,  to  discipline  the  workers  themselves  by  placing  them  under 
the  control  of  a bureaucracy. 

— Leon  Trotsky.  "Trade  Unions  in  the  Epoch  of  Imperialist  Decay,”  29  September 
1938,  reprinted  in  Leon  Trotsky  on  the  Trade  Unions  (Pathfinder,  1975) 
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defense  of  the  Cuban  Revolution  against 
U.S.  imperialism  and  its  counterrevolu- 
tionary agents. 

The  FBI  arrested  ten  Cubans  in  1998, 
claiming  that  they  were  part  of  an  espi- 
onage network  in  Florida  which  aimed 
to  infiltrate  the  U.S.  Southern  Command, 
pass  military  secrets  to  Havana  and  pene- 
trate Cuban  American  groups.  Prosecu- 
tors later  added  a charge  of  "conspiracy 
to  commit  jnurder"  in  connection  with 
the  dealh.s  of  four  pilots  from  the  Broth- 
ers to  the  Rescue  gu.sano  outfit.  The  latter 
were  shot  down  by  the  Cuban  air  force  in 
1996  after  repeatedly  and  provocatively 
flying  into  Cuban  airspace  in  a brazen 
challenge  to  the  country’s  air  defenses. 
These  gu.sanos  are  descendants  of  the 
former  bourgeoisie  and  its  henchmen  in 
the  brutal  regime  of  Fulgencio  Batista 
who  fled  the  Cuban  Revolution  and  have 
ever  since  waged  a campaign  of  terror- 
ism supported  by  their  CIA  masters. 

The  prosecution’s  case  was  based  on 
"evidence”  illegally  seized  during  FBI 
break-ins  in  a three-year  period  before 
the  arrests.  Threatened  with  long  prison 
terms,  five  of  the  original  defendants 
caved  in  and  agreed  to  plea  bargains  in 


exchange  for  reduced  sentences.  But  the 
others  stood  firm,  de.spiie  being  kept  in 
solitary  confinement  for  more  than  a 
year  and  a half  before  their  trial. 

Three  of  the  Miami  Five — Antonio 
Guerrero.  Gerardo  Hernandez  and  Ramdn 
Labaniho — were  sentenced  to  life  im- 
prisonment. the  maximum  allowed.  The 
prosecution  claimed  that  Guerrero,  who 
worked  as  a janitor  at  the  Boca  Chica 
Naval  Air  Station  in  Key  West,  had 
endangered  secret  U.S.  military  plans  by 
watching  aircraft  take  off  and  land  In 
training  exercises.  Hernandez  was  hit 
with  a second  life  term  for  allegedly  pro- 
viding Havana  with  flight  information 
about  the  Brothers  to  the  Rescue  opera- 
tion. The  other  defendants.  Fernando 
Gonzalez  and  Rene  Gonzalez,  received 
19  and  15  years  respectively.  Rene  Gon- 
zalez had  flown  planes  for  Brothers  to  the 
Rescue  in  order  to  monitor  the  group’s 
activities  and  report  them  to  Cuban 
authorities. 

In  a statement  issued  shortly  after  their 
conviction  last  June,  the  Cuban  govern- 
ment affirmed  that  the  Miami  Five  were 
part  of  an  operation  to  "discover  and 
continued  on  page  9 


William  (“Bill”)  Moultrie 


Kal  Burnham 


1927-2002 

Bill  Moultrie,  a longtime  member  of  the  Spartacist  League, 
died  on  January  3 of  complications  following  his  recent  surgery  for 
lung  cancer.  Bill  brought  to  the  Spartacist  League  his  unique  expe- 
rience as  a militant  union  leader.  As  president  of  a major  Communi- 
cations Workers  of  America  (CWA)  Local  in  Michigan.  Bill  was  a 
leader  of  the  bitter  phone  strike  of  1968  against  the  mammoth  Bell 
Telephone  Co.  He  held  his  local  together  in  a wildcat,  which  contin- 
ued the  strike  after  the  CWA  International  had  caved  in.  Bill  was 
eventually  driven  out  of  the  industry  as  a result  of  collusion 
between  the  CWA  bureaucracy  and  Bell  Telephone. 

From  his  experience.  Moultrie  drew  the  conclusion  that  there 
could  be  no  lasting  gains  for  any  section  of  the  working  class  short 
of  a working-class  revolution,  requiring  an  international  revolution- 
ary party  to  lead  it.  To  this  end.  Bill  became  a communist  and  joined 
the  Spartacist  League,  moving  to  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  where 
he  was  a member  of  the  SL  local  committee  for  many  years. 

We  extend  our  heartfelt  condolences  to  his  comrade  and 
steadfast  companion  of  over  three  decades.  Kat  Burnham,  who  saw 
Bill  through  his  long  battle  with  illness;  his  brother  Bob  and  sister 
Virginia;  and  his  four  children.  Ray,  Pam.  Mike  and  Joe.  A more 
complete  account  of  his  life  and  political  contributions  to  our  parly 
will  appear  in  a coming  issue  of  Workers  Vanguard. 
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Whatever  Happened  to  “Stalin  as  Commander  in  Chief”? 


IG  Disappears  Red  Army  Fight  Against 
Isiamic  Reaction  in  Afghanistan 


The  founding  leaders  of  the  Interna- 
tionalist Group  (IG)  have,  since  defect- 
ing from  our  organization  some  years 
back,  long  and  loudly  proclaimed  that 
they  uniquely  carry  forward  the  revolu- 
tionary program  of  Spartacism.  The  man- 
ifest fraud  of  this  posture  is  easily  dem- 
onstrated by  a mere  glance  at  the  objects 
of  the  IG’s  political  affections  since  its 
inception.  These  have  ranged  from  trade- 
union  opportunists  in  Brazil  who  turned 
to  the  bourgeois  courts  to  preserve  their 
positions  in  the  leadership  of  a munici- 
pal workers  union  that  includes  cops;  to 
an  assortment  of  petty-bourgeois  nation- 
alist forces  in  the  colonial  and  semi- 
colonial countries;  to  a wing  of  the  Stalin- 
ist bureaucracies  in  China  and  Cuba 
which  the  IG  invests  with  revolutionary 
capacities. 

Some  years  ago  the  IG's  central  leader. 
Jan  Norden.  conjured  up  the  notion  that 
the  geriatric  remnants  of  the  former  Sta- 
linist bureaucracy  of  the  East  German 
DDR  deformed  workers  state — who  had 
sold  out  the  DDR  to  imperialism — were 
going  to  lead  a “fightback”  against  the 
ravages  of  capitalist  counterrevolution! 
As  an  appeal  to  the  sensibilities  of  such 
types.  Norden  insisted  on  heralding  Stalin 
himself  as  “commander  in  chief’  of  the 
Red  Army  forces  that  defeated  Hitler’s 
Third  Reich.  (More  accurately,  the  Red 
Army  prevailed  despite  Stalin,  who 
beheaded  the  Soviet  general  staff  on 
the  eve  of  World  War  II  and  whose  con- 
stant attempts  to  appease  the  imperialists 
undermined  the  defense  of  the  Soviet 
Union.)  But  now  the  IG  is  working  a 
different  side  of  the  street.  Seeking  to 
ingratiate  itself  with  the  various  refor- 
mists and  renegades  who  have  headed  up 
the  “peace”  coalitions  in  response  to  U.S. 
imperialism’s  terror  bombing  of  Afghan- 
istan. the  IG  has  deep-sixed  one  of  the 
few  truly  progressive  acts  of  the  Soviet 
Stalinists — the  1979-89  Red  Army  inter- 
vention in  Afghanistan  against  CIA- 
backed  Islamic  reaction. 

In  our  article  “The  Internationalist 
Group:  Centrist  Pathology”  ( WV  No.  767. 
26  October  200 1 ).  we  noted  that  while  the 
IG  might  make  passing  reference  in  writ- 
ing to  professed  agreement  with  our  call 
to  “Hail  Red  Army  in  Afghanistan!”  the 
story  was  rather  different  on  the  ground. 
At  teach-ins  and  other  coalition  meetings, 
the  IG  ever«fco-politely  refrained  from 
pointing  out  that  outfits  like  the  Inter- 
national Socialist  Organization  (ISO), 
as  well  as  virtually  every  other  self- 
professed  “socialist"  organization  on  the 
face  of  the  planet,  had  stood  on  the  side 
of  imperialism  and  its  mujahedin  cut- 
throats against  the  Soviet  Union.  Then,  at 
a November  28  Hunter  College  rally  ini- 
tialed by  the  IG  to  protest  plans  by  the 
CUNY  administration  to  drive  out  "ille- 
gal” immigrant  students  through  extor- 


tionate fee  hikes — part  of  the  anti-immi- 
grant witchhunt  that  has  accompanied 
the  U.S.  bombing  of  Afghanistan — the  IG 
completely  disappeared  any  and  all  men- 
tion of  the  Red  Army  in  Afghanistan. 

Those  Who  Can’t  Defend 
Past  Gains  Will  Never  Fight 
for  New  Ones 

The  Spartacisl  League  and  Sparlacus 
Youth  (Tlub  endorsed  the  November 
28  protest,  which  was  called  around  the 
slogans  “Down  With  CUNY’s  Anti- 
Immigrant  ‘War  Purge’ ! Stop  Racist  Tui- 


tion Hike  and  'Student  Data  Collection 
System’!”  As  we  stressed  in  the  placards 
carried  by  our  contingent,  in  speeches  by 
SL  and  SYC  members  and  in  a leaflet  dis- 
tributed to  the  protest  (see  “Defend  Immi- 
grant Rights — For  Class  Struggle  Against 
U.S.  Capitalist  Rulers!”.  WVNo.  771,  28 
December  2001),  the  defense  of  these 
students  and  of  immigrant  rights  is  criti- 
cal to  combatting  the  “national  unity” 
chauvinism  wielded  by  the  American 
imperialist  rulers  to  further  their  rapa- 
cious military  adventures  abroad  and 
their  class  war  against  the  working  cla.ss 
and  oppressed  at  home. 

United-front  actions  are  also  vital  to 
providing  a platform  for  the  contention  of 
different  political  programs  and  strate- 
gies, the  kind  of  sharp  political  debate 
that  is  necessary  to  raising  the  political 
consciousness  of  the  working  class,  youth 
and  others  who  are  looking  for  the  way 
to  successfully  combat  the  brutal  depre- 
dations of  capitalist  imperialism.  In  her 
speech  to  the  protest.  SYCer  Anna  Wood- 
man stressed: 

"Opposition  to  imperialism  means  de- 
fending (hose  gams  dial  workers  have 
already  made.  That  means  unconditional 


military  defense  of  China,  and  it  meant 
defense  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  the 
other  deformed  workers  states.  All  of  the 
left  groups  now  talk  about  how  the  U.S. 
armed  and  funded  the  mujahaiin  against 
the  Soviet  Union  m Afghanistan  in  the 
'80s.  But  what  they  don't  say  is  that  (hey 
all  capitulated  to  the  imperialist  anti- 
Soviet  war  drive,  with,  for  example,  the 
ISO  hailing  the  mujahedin  as  'freedom 
fighters.’  Only  we  Trotskyists  said:  ‘Hail 
Red  Army  in  Afghanistan!"' 

This  is  hardly  an  academic  question  or 
one  irrelevant  to  the  defense  of  the  work- 
ing class  and  the  rights  of  all  the  op- 
pressed today. 


From  the  time  of  the  1917  October 
Revolution,  the  first  and  only  successful 
workers  revolution  in  history,  the  defense 
of  the  Soviet  Union  against  imperialist 
attack  and  the  forces  of  counterrevolution 
was  the  touchstone  of  the  class  struggle 
internationally.  As  James  P.  Cannon,  the 
founder  of  American  Trotskyism,  put  it  in 
1939: 

“The  Russian  question  has  been  and 
remains  the  question  of  the  revolution. 
The  Russian  Bolsheviks  on  November  7. 
1917,  once  and  for  all.  took  the  question 
of  the  workers'  revolution  out  of  the 
realm  of  abstraction  and  gave  it  flesh  and 
blood  reality." 

Despite  the  Stalinist  degeneration  of  the 
Soviet  Union — the  product  of  relentless 
imperialist  pounding  militarily  and  eco- 
nomically. the  isolation  of  the  Soviet 
Union  and  the  defeat  of  revolutions 
elsewhere,  particularly  Germany — it  re- 
mained a workers  slate  based  on  the 
planned  economy  and  collectivized  prop- 
erty established  by  the  1917  Russian  Rev- 
olution. which  brought  enormous  gains  to 
workers,  peasants,  women  and  national 
minorities.  In  the  late  1970s  and  1980s, 
Afghanistan  became  the  front  line  of 
the  imperialists’  relentless  ambition  to 
destroy  the  Soviet  workers  state. 

The  “Russian  Question" 
Pointblank 

The  mujahedin  insurgency  in  Afghani- 
stan in  the  late  1970s  was  directly  trig- 
gered by  the  modest  measures  taken  by 
the  Soviet-backed  PDPA  (People’s  Dem- 
ocratic Party  of  Afghanistan)  regime 
to  free  women  from  feudal  tyranny,  illit- 
eracy and  the  stifling  head-to-toe  veil 
(hurqa)  that  symbolizes  their  degraded 
status  and  enforced  isolation  from  ail 
social  life.  At  the  request  of  the  PDPA 
government,  the  Soviet  Union  sent  troops 
into  Afghanistan  in  December  1979  to 
combat  the  Islamic  reactionaries  and 
to  secure  the  USSR’s  crucial  southern 
flank.  Under  Democratic  president  Car- 


ter. Washington  seized  on  the  Red  Army 
Intervention  to  launch  a renewed  Cold 
War  offensive,  bankrolling  and  arming 
the  woman-hating  Islamic  fundamental- 
ists in  the  largest  CIA  covert  operation  in 
history. 

The  Soviet  intervention  in  Afghanistan 
offered  the  prospect  of  extending  the 
gains  of  the  October  Revolution  to  the 
hideously  oppressed  peoples  of  that  coun- 
try. Although  certainly  not  the  intent  of 
the  Kremlin  Stalinists,  the  intervention  in 
Afghanistan  cut  against  their  nationalist. 
anti-Marxist  dogma  of  “building  social- 


ism in  one  country.”  inspiring  many  in  the 
Soviet  population  with  a sense  of  inter- 
nationalism. This  was  crucial  to  our  per- 
spective of  fighting  for  workers  political 
revolution  in  the  Soviet  Union  to  oust  the 
Stalinist  bureaucracy  and  return  to  the 
proletarian  internationalist  program  of 
Lenin  and  Trotsky’s  Bolshevik  Party. 

On  their  side,  the  imperialists  aimed 
not  only  to  kill  as  many  Red  Army  sol- 
diers as  possible  but  to  wield  Islamic  fun- 
damentalism within  the  historically  Mus- 
lim regions  of  the  USSR  as  a spearhead 
for  counterrevolution.  And  indeed,  when 
continued  on  page  9 
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Will  the  IG’s  Real  Line  Please  Stand  Up? 
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Genuine  communists  defend  semi-colonial  countries 
against  imperialist  attack  as  we  fight  for  socialist  revolution 
against  their  bourgeois  and,  in  the  case  of  Afghanistan,  feu- 
dalistic  leaders.  During  the  1930s,  Leon  Trotsky  and  his  sup- 
porters in  the  Fourth  Internationalist  movement  defended  Ethio^ 

~ II  ' * j I 

— Internationaiist,  Fall  2001 

Because  of  its  extreme  economic  backwardness,  the  so- 
cial forces  within  Afghanistan  are  too  weak  for  a workers  revo- 
lution to  be  carried  out  from  within.  That  is  a key  reason  why 
Soviet  intervention  to  stave  off  the  victory  of  Islamic  reaction 
was  necessary  in  the  1980s  and  why  Trotskyists  strongly  sup- 


Two-line  struggle 
in  IG?  Same  issue 
of  Internationalist 
calls  for  “socialist 
revolution”  in 
Afghanistan — 
which  lacks  even 
a proletariat — 
then  thinks  better 
of  it. 


Pans  Match  UPl  wv  Photo 


Soviet  military  presence  in  Afghanistan  opened  road  to  social  progress  for  Afghan  women.  As  our  sign  at  Hunter 
College  protest  proclaims,  Trotskyists  said:  "Hail  Red  Army  in  Afghanistan!” 
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The  West  and 
Islamic 

Fundamentalism 

Salman 
Rushdie’s 
Verses  for 
Imperialism 


As  part  of  a propaganda  campaign 
to  justify  the  U.S.  war  against 
Afghanistan,  over  the  past  few 
months  the  New  York  Times  has  opened  its 
op-ed  page  to  liberal  opponents  of 
Islamic  fundamentalism  in  the  Near  East 
and  South  Asia.  Among  them  is  writer 
Salman  Rushdie,  the  foremost  "heretic” 
in  the  Islamic  world,  who  contributed  a 
piece  titled  "Yes.  This  Is  About  Islam"  (2 
November). 

Born  into  a Muslim  family  in  India, 
Rushdie  has  for  many  years  lived  and 
worked  in  England.  His  satirical  1989 
novel.  The  Satanic  Verses,  involving  the 
figure  of  Mohammed,  provoked  a mur- 
derous reaction  from  the  self-proclaimed 
guardians  of  the  Islamic  faith.  Aya- 
tollah Khomeini,  then  the  supreme 
leader  of  Iran,  issued  an  edict  that  "all 


J.C.  Schisler 


those  involved  in  its  publication  and  were 
aware  of  its  contents,  are  sentenced  to 
death.”  Prominent  religious  leaders  in 
the  West,  such  as  New  York’s  Cardinal 
O’Connor,  also  denounced  The  Satanic 
Verses. 

Bush's  “war  on  terror”  has  provided  a 
broad  and  sympathetic  American  audi- 
ence for  Rushdie  to  express  his  deeply 
felt  hostility — indeed,  visceral  hatred — 
for  Islamic  traditionalism.  He  argues: 
“For  a vast  number  of  ‘believing’  Muslim 
men.  ‘Islam’  stands,  in  a jumbled,  half- 
examined  way.  not  only  for  the  fear 
of  God — the  fear  more  than  the  love, 
one  suspects — but  also  for  a clus- 
ter of  customs,  opinions  and  preju- 
dices that  include  their  dietary  practices; 
the  sequestration  or  near-sequestration  of 
‘their’  women;  the  sermons  delivered  by 
their  mullahs  of  choice:  a loathing  of 
modem  society  in  general,  riddled  as  it  is 
with  music,  godlessness  and  sex;  and  a 
more  particularized  loathing  (and  fear)  of 
the  prospect  that  their  own  immediate 
surroundings  could  be  taken  over — 
‘Westoxicated’ — by  the  liberal  Western- 
style  of  life  " 

As  a liberal  idealist,  Rushdie  sees 
Islamic  fundamentalism  only  as  irra- 
tional hatred  for  personal  freedom  and 
secular-humanist  values,  which  he  iden- 
tifies with  the  advanced  capitalist  coun- 
tries of  North  America  and  West  Europe. 

In  reality.  Western,  centrally  American, 
imperialism  is  largely  responsible  for  the 
rise  of  Islamic  fundamentalism  in  recent 
decades,  not  least  in  funding  the  mujahe- 
din to  fight  the  Soviet  Army  in  Afghani- 
stan in  the  1980s.  Even  the  conserva- 
tive London  Economist  (15  September) 
pointed  out:  "America  may  be  tempted  to 
overlook  one  uncomfortable  fact.  Its  own 
policies  in  Afghanistan  a decade  and 
more  ago  helped  to  create  both  Osama 
bin  Laden  and  the  fundamentalist  Taliban 
regime  that  shelters  him.” 


Haydar  Haydar’s  Arabic  novel  is 
powerful  testament  to  failure  of  Arab 
nationalism  and  rise  of  Islamic  fun- 
damentalism. To  order  review  In  WV 
No.  770  (7  December  2001),  send 
$.50  to  Spartacist  Publishing  Co., 
Box  1377  GPO,  New  York,  NY  10116. 


And  then  there’s  Washington’s  support 
and  massive  military  aid  to  Zionist  Israel, 
whose  leaders  now  threaten  a massacre  of 
Palestinian  Arabs.  But  Rushdie  does  not 
so  much  as  mention  this  in  his  article! 
U.S.  support  to  Israel’s  colonial-style 
occupation  of  the  West  Bank  and  Gaza  is 
a major  factor  underlying  the  growth  of 
fundamentalist  groups  like  Hamas  and 
Islamic  Jihad  among  the  oppressed  Pales- 
tinian people.  Does  anyone  think  that  Pal- 
estinian youth  are  joining  Hamas  today 
simply  out  of  loathing  for  Western  music 
and  sexual  mores?! 

At  the  same  time,  the  main  fundamen- 
talist political-military  organizations  in 
the  Near  East — A1  Qaeda,  the  Hezbollah 
in  Lebanon.  Hamas.  Islamic  Jihad,  etc. — 
are  fueled,  so  to  speak,  by  oil  money  from 
the  Saudi  Arabian  or  Iranian  governments 
and  ruling  elites,  which  are  economically 
dependent  on  the  Anglo-American  oil 
cartel  and  the  banks  of  Wall  Street,  the 
City  of  London.  Frankfurt  and  Tokyo.  It 
is  the  “godless  materialism”  of  the  West 
that  provides  the  money  for  the  clerics 
who  denounce  the  "godless  materialism” 
of  the  West  as  a threat  to  the  "purity”  of 
Islam. 

At  the  most  fundamental  level,  the  evo- 
lution and  structure  of  world  capital- 
ism has  arrested  the  development  of 
North  Africa,  the  Near  East  and  South 
Asia,  thereby  perpetuating  the  backward 
social  and  economic  conditions  that  sus- 
tain Islamic  traditionalism  and  have  now 
given  rise  to  militant  fundamentalism.  A 

10  percent  fall  in  the  world  market  price 
of  oil  causes  millions  of  people  in  Iran. 
Iraq,  Yemen  and  elsewhere  in  the  Near 
East  to  lose  their  livelihood,  driving  their 
families  to  the  brink  of  starvation  and 
causing  their  children  to  die  of  disease  for 
lack  of  medical  treatment, 

For  such  people,  religion — especially 
the  belief  in  an  afterlife — is  a needed  sol- 
ace for  the  seemingly  unchangeable  mis- 
eries and  horrors  of  their  earthly  life.  As 
Karl  Marx  wrote  in  a famous  passage: 
"Religious  distress  is  at  the  same  lime 
the  expression  of  real  distress  and  also 
the  protest  against  real  distress.  Religion 
is  the  sigh  of  the  oppressed  creature,  the 
heart  of  a heartless  world,  just  as  it  is  the 
spirit  of  spiritless  conditions.  It  is  the 
opium  of  the  people, 

“To  abolish  religion  as  the  rWu.sory  happi- 
ness of  the  people  is  to  demand  their  real 
happiness.  The  demand  to  give  up  illu- 
sions about  the  existing  slate  of  affairs  is 
the  demand  to  give  up  a stale  of  affairs 
which  needs  illusions^ 

— “Contribution  to  the  Critique  of 
Hegel’s  Philosophy  of  Law" 
(184.1) 

And  to  eliminate  that  slate  of  affairs 
requires  a socialist  revolution  against  cap- 
italist imperialism. 

Rushdie  writes  of  the  Islamic  East  as  if 
a world  capitalist  economy  doesn’t  exist. 
For  decades.  Saudi  Arabia,  with  its  huge 

011  reserves,  has  been,  from  an  eco- 


nomic standpoint,  America's  most  impor- 
tant client  state  in  the  Near  East.  The 
Arab  engineers  who  oversee  the  Persian 
Gulf  oil  fields  are  trained  at  ExxonMobil. 
Chevron  et  ai.  The  enormous  wealth  of 
the  Saudi  royal  family  (with  its  700 
princes)  is  managed  by  Western-educated 
financial  technocrats  whose  careers 
include  stints  with  J.R  Morgan,  the 
Deutsche  Bank  or  the  IMF. 

Osama  bin  Laden  is  not  some  Bedouin 
whose  youth  was  spent  lending  camels  in 
the  Arabian  desert.  He  is  just  as  much  a 
privileged  product  of  modern  globalized 
capitalism  as  George  W.  Bush.  Both  are 
scions  of  wealthy  families  in  major  oil- 
producing  regions  of  the  world,  Saudi 
Arabia  and  Texas  respectively.  The  men 


who  handle  the  money  for  Al  Qaeda  or 
the  Lebanese  Hezbollah  are  more  than 
competent  to  leach  corporate  finance  al 
the  Harvard  Business  School  or  London 
School  of  Economics. 

The  “Islamic  revolution”  in  Iran  that 
toppled  the  Shah  in  1979  did  not  signifi- 
cantly change  the  economic  relationship 
between  that  country  and  Western  capi- 
talism. The  Iranian  economy  under  Kho- 
meini. despite  his  ranting  against  America 
as  the  “Great  Satan.”  remained  depen- 
dent on  the  export  of  oil  purchased  and 
distributed  worldwide  by  Exxon,  British 
Petroleum  el  al.  The  Shi’ite  theocracy  in 
Teheran  along  with  the  Wahabbi  theoc- 
racy in  Riyadh  continued  to  attempt 
(though  without  much  success)  to  manip- 
ulate the  world  market  price  of  oil 
through  OPEC.  Iran  today  accounts  for 
roughly  10  percent  of  world  oil  exports, 
about  the  same  as  it  did  under  the  pro- 
American  regime  of  Shah  Pahlevi. 

For  Rushdie,  the  cultural  attitudes  and 
values  inculcated  by  Islam  are  the  root  of 


all  evil  in  that  part  of  the  world  where  it 
is  the  prevalent  religion: 

"Suppose  we  say  that  the  ills  of  our  soci- 
eties are  not  primarily  America’s  fault, 
that  we  arc  to  blame  for  our  own  failings? 
How  would  we  understand  them  then? 
Might  we  not.  by  accepting  our  own 
responsibility  for  our  problems,  begin  to 
learn  to  solve  them  for  ourselves?. . . 

“An  Iraqi  writer  quotes  an  earlier  Iraqi 
satirist:  'The  disease  that  is  m us.  is  from 
us.'  A British  Muslim  writes,  ’Islam  has 
become  its  own  enemy'." 

Rushdie  writes  as  if  the  countries  of  the 
Islamic  East  are  the  only  impoverished 
and  culturally  backward  parts  of  the 
world.  Hardly.  Is  predominantly  Hindu 
India,  Rushdie’s  original  homeland,  more 
economically  developed  and  culturally 
enlightened  than  Egypt  or  Iran?  As  Rush- 
die knows  perfectly  well,  the  British  ruled 
India  from  the  mid-l8lh  to  the  mid-20th 
century.  It  was  precisely  during  these  two 
centuries  that  Britain  was  transformed 
(in  part  by  plundering  India)  into  an 
advanced  industrial  economy  and  a par- 
liamentary democracy.  India,  however, 
remained  benighted  by  the  Hindu  caste 
system,  with  such  barbaric  practices  as 
suttee  (the  ritual  burning  alive  of  wid- 
ows), and  riven  by  murderous  enmity — 
deliberately  manipulated  and  aggravated 
by  the  British  colonial  rulers — between 
Hindus.  Muslims  and  Sikhs.  There  is 
a deep  causal  connection  between  Brit- 
ish colonialism  and  the  present  social, 
economic  and  cultural  backwardness  of 
India.  Pakistan  and  Bangladesh. 

And  what  of  sub-Saharan  Africa,  the 
poorest  and  most  economically  back- 
ward region  of  the  world?  Does  the  basic 
cause  of  the  untold  human  misery  in 
Congo  or  Uganda  lie  in  the  traditional 
tribal  cultures  and  animistic  religions  of 
the  black  African  peoples?  Such  a view 
of  black  Africa  was  propagated  for 
decades  by  the  former  white-supremacist 
regime  in  South  Africa. 

And  how  does  one  explain  the  vast 
socioeconomic  gulf  between  the  United 


States  and  Canada  on  the  one  side  and 
the  countries  of  Latin  America  on  the 
other?  Is  the  poverty  and  economic  back- 
wardness of  the  Dominican  Republic  or 
Peru  rooted  in  the  doctrines  and  cultural 
attitudes  of  Catholicism? 

Wherein  then  lies  the  basic  differ- 
ence between  the  First  World  and  the  Third 
World?  During  the  19th  century,  industrial 
capitalism  was  pioneered  and  developed  in 
West  Europe  and  North  America.  The  only 
non-European  country  which  transformed 
itself  from  a feudal  to  an  industrial  capi- 
talist economy  was  Japan  in  the  latter  pan 
of  the  19th  century.  By  the  beginning  of 
the  20th  century,  the  countries  of  North 
America.  West  Europe  and  Japan  had 
amassed  sufficient  economic  and  military 
power  to  subjugate  and  exploit  the  rest  of 
the  world.  Insofar  as  industrial  develop- 
ment takes  place  in  Third  World  coun- 
tries. it  does  so  under  the  domination  of 
American.  European  or  Japanese  capital. 
Thus  the  current  recession  in  the  U.S. 

continued  on  page  10 
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Bitter  fruit  of  British  colonialism:  1947  partition  creating  Hindu-dominated 
India  and  Islamic  Pakistan  triggered  one  of  history's  bloodiest  communalist 
slaughters. 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Woflhington/Toronto  Sun 

Victims  of  state  frame-up 
machine:  Black  Panther 
leader  Geronimo  ji  Jaga 
(Pratt)  spent  27  years  in 
prison.  American  Indian 
Movement  leader 
Leonard  Peltier  still 
imprisoned  after  25  years. 


Mumia... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

might  be  commuted.  Cannon  warned  of 
the  rulers’  duplicity; 

'The  rumor  is  being  cautiously  spread 
that  the  governor  of  Massachuseils.  in 
whose  hands  the  final  decision  on  Sacco 
and  Vanzeiti  is  placed,  may  commute  the 
sentence  of  death  to  one  of  life  imprison- 
ment, It  is  being  spread  so  that  the  ene- 
mies of  Sacco  and  Vanzeiti  may  feci  out 
the  reaction  to  this  prospect  among  the 
defenders  of  the  two  Italian  rebels.  They 
want  to  know  if  this  splendid  movement 
of  solidarity,  which  has  lime  and  again 
struck  heavy  blows  at  the  Massachusetts 
reaction,  will  allow  itself  to  be  dissolved 
with  the  bait  of  a commutation.  .. 

"The  workers  who  have  thus  far.  by  their 
power  and  solidarity,  prevented  the  exe- 
cution of  the  two  rebels  must  continue 
their  great  fight  with  more  conscious- 
ness and  determination.  The  workers 
who  have  snatched  Sacco  and  Vanzetti 
from  the  chair  of  death  must  snatch  them 
from  the  cell  of  death  by  slow  torture. 
No  unfounded  joy  must  dull  the  sharp 
edge  of  the  movement.  It  must  continue 
to  fight  forward  with  its  million-armed 
power  until  this  great  issue  is  settled 
with  a great  victory. 

"The  hearts  of  the  Massachusetts  execu- 
tioners have  not  softened  with  kindness, 
and  their  desire  to  murder  our  comrades 
has  not  changed.  On  the  contrary,  they 
seek  for  new  methods  of  torment.  The 
working  class  must  reply: 

"Not  the  chair  of  death,  but  life  for 
Sacco  and  Vanzetti! 

"Not  imprisonment  of  death,  but  free- 
dom for  Sacco  and  Vanzetti!" 

— "Death.  Commutation  or 
Freedom."  Labor  Defender 
(July  1927) 

Don’t  let  them  bury  Mumia  alive! 
Workers,  minorities  and  all  opponents  of 
racist  capitalist  repression  must  now 
redouble  their  efforts  to  mobilize  mass 
protests  centered  on  the  social  power  of 
the  labor  movement  to  demand  Jamal’s 
immediate  freedom. 

* * * 

We  are  here  as  part  of  the  fight  to  free 
a courageous  fighter  for  the  oppressed — 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  From  the  time  he 
was  14  years  old.  protesting  a presi- 
dential campaign  rally  for  Alabama’s 
segregationist  governor  George  Wallace. 
Mumia  has  fought  relentlessly  for  the 
poor,  oppressed  and  disenfranchised. 
After  more  than  a decade  of  surveil- 
lance and  harassment.  Jamal  was  sen- 
tenced to  death  in  1982  on  manufactured 
charges  of  killing  a Philadelphia  police 
officer. 

At  trial  he  faced  the  notorious  judge 
Albert  Sabo,  known  as  the  "king  of  death 
row"  and  a "prosecutor  in  black  robes.” 
It  was  recently  revealed  that  Sabo  prom- 
ised to  help  "fry"  Mumia,  using  the  "N” 
word  to  describe  his  anticipated  victim. 
Jamal  faced  a D.A.’s  office  which  trained 
its  attorneys  to  kick  black  people  off 
juries;  he  faced  a prosecuting  attorney 
experienced  in  the  art  of  frame-up  who 
cited  Mumia’s  background  as  a Black 
Panther  as  grounds  for  a death  sentence. 
Denied  the  right  to  represent  himself. 
Jamal  went  up  against  the  state  with  a 


lawyer  he  didn’t  want — and  who  wanted 
him  even  less. 

From  Mexico  City  to  Johannesburg, 
workers  who  daily  experience  grinding 
exploitation  and  brutality  have  taken  to 
the  streets  in  Mumia’s  defense  to  demand 
the  freedom  of  a man  whose  struggle  mir- 
rors their  own.  But  a host  of  Jamal’s  pro- 
fessed "socialist”  defenders  in  this  coun- 
try have  demobilized  and  demoralized 
Jamal’s  supporters  by  promoting  illu- 
sions in  the  capitalist  courts  and  tether- 
ing Jamal’s  struggle  to  Democratic  Parly 
politicians — what  they  call  “the  main- 
stream.” These  capitalist  politicians  have 
no  interest  in  seeing  Jamal  walk  out  of 
prison  a free  man  but  only  in  preserving 
the  integrity  of  their  justice  system. 

We  take  to  heart  lessons  passed  down 
by  our  forebears,  such  as  James  P.  Can- 
non. founder  of  the  early  Communist 
Party’s  International  Labor  Defense, 
which  organized  massive  protests  for 
Sacco  and  Vanzetti.  As  the  American 
bourgeoisie  was  putting  the  finishing 
touches  on  its  plans  to  execute  these 
courageous  anarchist  workers.  Cannon 
warned;  “Put  no  faith  in  capitalist  jus- 
tice! Organize  the  protest  movement  on  a 
wider  scale  and  with  a more  determined 
spirit!  Demonstrate  and  Strike  for  Sacco 
and  Vanzetti!"  This  is  no  less  urgent  now 
in  the  fight  for  Mumia’s  freedom. 

Capitalism  Is  a System  of 
Brutal  Repression 

On  August  17,  Jamal’s  new  attor- 
neys— Marlene  Kamish.  Eliot  Grossman 
and  British  barrister  Nicholas  Brown — 
appeared  before  Pennsylvania  stale  judge 
Pamela  Dembe  in  an  effort  to  present 
dramatic  new  evidence  of  Jamal’s  inno- 
cence. centered  on  the  sworn  confession 
of  Arnold  Beverly  that  he,  not  Mumia. 
shot  Philadelphia  police  officer  Daniel 
Faulkner  in  1981.  One  month  earlier. 
William  Yohn,  the  U.S.  district  court 
judge  deciding  Mumia’s  habeas  corpus 
appeal,  ruled  in  effect  that  a court  of  law 
is  no  place  for  evidence  of  Jamal’s  inno- 
cence! Yohn  went  a step  further,  gratui- 
tously advising  his  Pennsylvania  court 


colleague  Dembe  to  do  the  same. 

Beverly’s  confession  stated:  "I  was 
hired,  along  with  another  guy.  and  paid  to 
shoot  and  kill  Faulkner.  I had  heard  that 
Faulkner  was  a problem  for  the  mob  and 
corrupt  policemen  because  he  interfered 
with  the  graft  and  payoffs  made  to  allow 
illegal  activity  including  prostitution, 
gambling,  drugs  without  prosecution  in 
the  center  city  area....  I shot  Faulkner  in 
the  face  at  close  range.  Jamal  was  shot 
shortly  after  that  by  a uniformed  police 
officer  who  arrived  on  the  scene.” 

Mumia’s  innocence  has  been  evident 
from  the  outset.  We  have  repeatedly 
exposed  the  D.A.’s  case,  which  rested  on 
three  legs:  eyewitness  accounts  that  were 
secured  through  police  manipulation, 
coercion  and  outright  terror;  a purported 
“confession"  by  Jamal  while  he  was  lying 
near  death  in  the  hospital,  which  didn’t 
surface  until  two  months  after  the  kill- 
ing; ballistics  "evidence"  concocted  by 
the  police  that  the  bullets  that  killed 
Faulkner  were  fired  from  Jamal's  gun. 
The  Post-Conviction  Relief  appeal  filed 
by  Jamal's  attorneys  in  Pennsylvania 
state  court  on  July  3 demolished  every 
last  vestige  of  the  discredited  “three  legs.” 

Jamal’s  new  legal  team  was  assembled 
after  he  fired  his  lead  counsel  Leonard 
Weinglass  and  assistant  counsel  Daniel 
Williams  when  he  learned  of  the  lying 
contents  of  a so-called  "inside  account" 
Williams  was  preparing  to  publish,  aptly 
titled  Executing  Justice.  In  a chapter  of 
his  book.  "Fighting  Ideology.”  Williams 
denigrates  the  Beverly  confession  as 
"bona  fide  lunacy,”  “patently  outrageous” 
and  "absurd.”  Pages  of  this  section  have 
been  quoted  by  the  prosecutors  as  their 
central  argument  for  barring  Beverly’s 
confession  and  other  new  evidence  from 
being  heard  in  court.  Williams  and  Wein- 
glass had  been  aware  of  Beverly’s  con- 
fession since  1999,  Outrageously,  they 
fought  to  bury  it  and  the  volumes  of  cor- 
roborating evidence. 

Williams’  central  premise  is  that  the 
cops  never  could,  never  would,  know- 
ingly frame  up  an  innocent  man.  But  as 
any  inner-city  resident — actually,  as  any 


reader  of  daily  newspapers — can  tell 
you.  cop  corruption,  murder  and  frame- 
up  is  a fact  of  life.  In  Philadelphia  hun- 
dreds of  convictions  based  on  concocted 
evidence,  coerced  confessions,  police 
torture  and  manipulation  of  witnesses 
have  been  thrown  out  in  the  last  sev- 
eral years.  Most  notorious  was  the  case 
of  a 53-year-old  black  grandmother, 
Betty  Patterson,  who  the  cops  set  up  on 
charges  of  drug  dealing  in  order  to  manu- 
facture evidence  against  her  sons  in  a 
murder  Investigation. 

The  history  of  American  bourgeois 
justice  is  a history  of  the  frame-ups. 
imprisonment  and  execution  of  labor 
militants,  black  activists  and  partisans  of 
the  oppressed.  That’s  a fact! 

• The  Haymarket  Martyrs:  Anarchists 
and  labor  organizers  of  the  protests  for  an 
eight-hour  workday  in  1886 — executed  in 
Chicago.  Innocent! 

• Joe  Hill:  IWW  organizer  legally 
murdered  by  a Utah  firing  squad  in  1915. 
Innocent! 

• Sacco  and  Vanzetti:  Anarchist  work- 
ers framed  for  a murder  during  a bank 
robbery  and  executed  in  1927 — rounded 
up  as  part  of  the  anti-red  anti-immigrant 
hysteria  that  followed  the  Bolshevik-led 
Russian  workers  revolution  of  October 
1917.  They  were  nowhere  near  the  crime 
scene.  Innocent! 

Do  you  think  it’s  "ancient  history”? 

• Black  Panther  leader  Geronimo  ji 
Jaga  (Pratt):  Before  his  release  in  1995. 
27  years  in  prison  for  a killing  the  gov- 
ernment knew  all  along  he  didn’t  com- 
mit— they  had  wiretap  logs  showing  he 
was  400  miles  away.  Innocent! 

• Leonard  Peltier:  This  American 
Indian  Movement  leader  has  spent  25 
years  in  federal  prison  on  charges  of  kill- 
ing two  FBI  agents  during  the  govern- 
ment’s brutal  siege  of  the  Pine  Ridge  res- 
ervation in  1975.  Even  the  government 
attorneys  conceded  during  one  of  Pel- 
tier’s  appeal  hearings  that  they  had  no 
idea  who  shot  the  agents — but  Peltier 
continues  to  rot  in  a prison  hell  which  has 
stolen  most  of  his  eyesight  and  destroyed 
his  health.  Innocent! 

• Black  Panther.  MOVE  supporter 
and  award-winning  journalist  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal:  Innocent! 

But  what  does  the  innocence  of  this 
man  who  has  dedicated  his  life  to  the 
cause  of  black  freedom  mean  to  a ruling 
class  whose  hands  are  stained  with  the 
blood  of  over  a million  Iraqis  killed 
by  U.S.  bombs  and  a starvation  blockade, 
of  thousands  of  Serbs  and  countless  oth- 
ers— in  U.S.  cities  and  across  the  globe. 
The  prosecutors  and  the  capitalist  rulers 
they  represent  want  to  inject  Mumia  with 
the  same  lethal  dose  which  snuffed  out 
the  life  of  Shaka  Sankofa  (Gary  Graham), 
also  an  innocent  black  man,  at  the  height 
of  George  W.  Bush’s  presidential  cam- 
paign. They  want  to  execute  Jamal 
because  they  see  in  this  black  journalist, 
MOVE  supporter  and  former  Black  Pan- 
ther Party  spokesman  a symbol  of  defiant 
opposition  to  their  system  of  racial 
oppression.  They  want  Mumia  dead  in 
continued  on  page  6 
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Philadelphia  police  raid  on  Black  Panthers,  1970,  part  of  FBI's  murderous 
COINTELPRO  operation.  Jamal  (above)  as  young  Black  Panther  Party  leader, 
targeted  since  age  of  15  by  Philly  cops. 
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1917  march  in  New  York  City  protested  national  wave  of  iynchings  by  race- 
terrorist  Ku  Klux  Klan. 


Mumia... 

(continued  from  page  5) 

order  to  send  a chilling  message  to  all 
those  who  challenge  cop  terror  in  the 
ghettos,  who  stand  up  for  labor's  rights  on 
the  picket  lines,  who  protest  U.S.  imperi- 
alist mass  murder  abroad. 

No  Illusions  in  the 
Capitalist  Courts! 

The  rulers  put  their  machinery  of  state 
repression  in  high  gear  particularly  if 
they  sense  any  potential  evidence  of  the 
explosive  combination  of  black  and  red. 
This  was  expressed  clearly  by  FBI  direc- 
tor J.  Edgar  Hoover,  who  announced  in 
the  1960s:  ‘The  Negro  youth  and  moder- 
ate[s]  must  be  made  to  understand  that  if 
they  succumb  to  revolutionary  teachings, 
they  will  be  dead  revolutionaries.” 

Mumia's  role  as  an  articulate  young 
spokesman  for  the  Panthers  put  him 
squarely  in  the  sights  of  the  Philly  cops 
and  the  FBI.  The  FBI  amassed  at  least 
900  pages  on  Jamal  in  its  COINTELPRO 
files.  Jamal  had  been  in  the  cross  hairs  as 
well  of  the  Philadelphia  Police  Depart- 
ment’s Civil  Defense  Squad,  formed  in 
the  mid-1960s.  He  was  placed  under  daily 
surveillance  by  the  CD  unit,  which  not 
only  closely  collaborated  with  the  FBI, 
but  also  served  as  a model  for  the  deadly 
FBTs  COINTELPRO  operation  of  dis- 
ruption and  provocation  against  the  left 
which  resulted  in  the  murder  of  38  Pan- 
thers around  the  country.  Philadelphia’s 
police  commissioner  and  then  mayor, 
Frank  Rizzo,  became  an  icon  of  racist 
“law  and  order”  among  cops  nationwide, 
particularly  for  his  attacks  against  the 
Black  Panther  Party. 

Mumia  survived  the  rulers’  onslaught 
against  the  Panthers  in  the  ’60s  and  ’70s. 
Unlike  Fred  Hampton  and  Mark  Clark, 
Jamal  wasn't  assassinated  in  his  sleep  in 
the  dead  of  night.  But  the  Feds  and  Philly 
cops  did  not  call  off  their  vendetta  against 
Mumia.  They  continued  to  hate  him  for 
his  eloquent  and  impassioned  defense  of 
black  rights,  and  particularly  because  he 
remained  defiant  and  unbowed  in  the  face 
of  state  repression  and  racist  oppression. 
The  drive  to  execute  Mumia  is  the  exten- 
sion of  the  COINTELPRO  terror  cam- 
paign by  the  FBI.  It  is  a demonstration  of 
the  machinery  of  repression  wielded  by 
the  capitalist  rulers  against  any  perceived 
threat  to  a system  based  on  the  exploita- 
tion of  the  many  by  the  few.  which  in  the 
U.S.  is  rooted  in  the  forcible  subjugation 
of  the  black  population  at  the  bottom  of 
society. 

Working-class  militants,  fighters  for 
black  freedom  and  leftist  youth  who  have 
enlisted  irj  Mumia’s  cause  must  learn 
the  lessons  paid  for  in  blood  in  the  strug- 
gles of  the  past.  In  particular  they  can 
learn  from  the  writings  of  James  P.  Can- 


non. In  his  1927  article  “Who  Can  Save 
Sacco  and  Vanzetti?”  Cannon  laid  out  the 
counterposition  between  liberal  appeals 
and  the  principles  of  non-sectarian  class- 
struggle  defense  on  which  the  Partisan 
Defense  Committee — a legal  and  social 
defense  organization  associated  with  the 
Spartacist  League — bases  itself: 

“One  policy  is  the  policy  of  the  class 
struggle.  It  puts  the  center  of  gravity  in 
the  protest  movement  of  the  workers  of 
America  and  the  world.  It  puts  all  faith 
in  the  power  of  the  masses  and  no  faith 
whatever  in  the  justice  of  the  courts. 
While  favoring  all  possible  legal  pro- 
ceedings. it  calls  for  agitation,  publicity, 
demonstrations — organized  protest  on  a 
national  and  international  scale.... 

“The  other  policy  is  the  policy  of  ‘re- 
spectability.' of  the  ‘soft  pedal'  and  of 
ridiculous  illusions  about  ‘justice’  from 
the  courts  of  the  enemy.  It  relies  mainly 
on  legal  proceedings.  It  seeks  to  blur  the 
issue  of  the  class  struggle....  It  tries  to 
represent  the  martyrdom  of  Sacco  and 
Vanzetti  as  an  'unfortunate'  error  which 
can  be  rectified  by  the  ‘right’  people  pro- 
ceeding in  the  ‘right  way’." 

Abolish  the  Racist 
Death  Penalty! 

When  Timothy  McVeigh  was  put  to 
death  in  June,  the  federal  government 
carried  out  its  first  execution  in  38 
years.  This  unrepentant  mass  murderer 
was  a perfect  model  for  the  re-imposition 
of  federal  executions,  especially  at  a 
time  when  reservations  about  capital 
punishment  have  become  increasingly 
prominent.  One  week  later  a more  repre- 
sentative example  of  those  on  the  gov- 
ernment’s hit  list— one  of  the  80  percent 
of  those  on  federal  death  row  who  is 
black  or  Hispanic — Juan  Paul  Garza  was 
executed.  In  a statement  issued  on  June  5. 
the  PDC  protested  the  executions  of 
McVeigh  and  Garza,  staling: 


“We  recoil  at  this  spectacle  of  vengeful, 
state-sanctioned  murder.  Capital  punish- 
ment is  a barbaric  legacy  of  medieval 
torture,  and  in  the  U.S.  of  black  chattel 
slavery.  It  is  a system  of  legal  murder 
that  reinforces  the  brutalization  of  soci- 
ety in  all  respects.  We  oppose  the  death 
penalty  on  principle — for  the  guilty  as 
well  as  the  innocent." 

In  the  U.S..  where  the  decaying  capi- 
talist system  offers  no  future  to  millions 
of  inner-city  youth,  the  death  penalty,  the 
mass  incarceration  of  black  men  and  the 
elimination  of  welfare  speak  to  the  bour- 
geoisie’s impulse  to  genocide.  For  more 
than  a decade,  Democrats  and  Republi- 
cans did  everything  in  their  power  to 
increase  the  number  of  victims  and  speed 
the  pace  of  slate-sanctioned  murder. 
Habeas  corpus  was  virtually  eliminated 
and  death  penalty  appeals  were  hastened 
with  Clinton’s  1996  Anti-Terrorism  and 
Effective  Death  Penally  Act.  Funds  to 
defenders’  offices  dedicated  to  poor  peo- 
ple charged  with  capital  crimes  were 
slashed,  leaving  many  defendants  stuck 
with  such  representation  as  lawyers  who 
sleep  through  trials,  who  are  drunken 
KKK  kleagles,  and  even  lawyers  who 
brag  about  how  many  clients  they  sent  to 
the  death  chamber.  Clinton’s  1996  federal 
crime  bill,  which  expanded  by  dozens  the 
offenses  punishable  by  death,  included 
imposing  the  death  penalty  in  states  that 
had  rejected  it.  Bush’s  attorney  general. 
John  Ashcroft,  an  open  supporter  of  the 
Confederacy,  made  this  explicit,  promis- 
ing that  the  Feds  are  going  to  aggressively 
seek  death  sentences  in  those  states.  This 
recalls  the  Fugitive  Slave  Act  of  1850 
which  extended  the  reach  of  the  slave- 
owners into  the  “free  stales”  of  the  North. 

Confronted  almost  weekly  with  expo- 
sures of  innocent  frame-up  victims, 
public  support  for  capital  punishment, 
although  still  a majority,  has  signifi- 
cantly waned  over  the  past  two  years.  In 
January  2000.  after  the  thirteenth  case 
came  to  light  of  a death  row  inmate  in 
his  state  who  had  been  falsely  convicted. 
Illinois’  Republican  governor.  George 
Ryan,  decreed  a moratorium  on  execu- 
tions pending  review  of  death  penalty 
procedures.  Other  municipalities  have 
followed  suit.  Even  nine  cities  and  towns 
in  North  Carolina,  in  the  heart  of  the  old 
Confederacy,  have  passed  nonbinding 
resolutions  for  a moratorium.  However 
brief  the  Illinois  moratorium  may  be.  and 
whatever  reasons  the  Illinois  stale  author- 
ities had  for  its  institution,  a curtailment 
of  state-sanctioned  murder  is  something 
Marxists  welcome.  But  we  also  recognize 
that  it  does  not  change  the  fundamentally 
racist  and  oppressive  nature  of  bourgeois 
class  rule. 

Some  liberal  bourgeois  politicians, 
most  notably  Jesse  Jackson,  have  pushed 
"life  without  parole” — i.e.,  a living 
death — as  an  alternative,  portraying 
the  death  penalty  as  “ineffective”  and 
loo  costly.  At  the  same  rime,  reformist 
groups  like  the  International  Socialist 
Organization  (ISO)  and  its  Campaign  to 
End  the  Death  Penalty  have  built  plat- 
forms for  Chicago  Democratic  Con- 


gressman Jesse  Jackson  Jr.,  and  his  call 
for  a nationwide  moratorium  on  execu- 
tions. The  ISO’s  entire  strategy  is  prem- 
ised on  appealing  to  the  capitalist  stale 
and  its  representatives  for  justice.  Cra- 
venly.  Campaign  spokesman  Alice  Kim 
pleaded  with  Clinton  la.si  year:  “Have  a 
heart  this  Valentine’s  Day. ..Stop  all  fed- 
eral executions!” 

We  don’t  play  that  game — our  starting 
point  is  not  what  is  the  mo.st  effective 
means  for  the  capitalist  rulers  to  repress 
those  they  exploit.  We  seek  to  explain  the 
true  nature  of  the  capitalist  state — at  its 
core  made  up  of  the  cops,  military,  pros- 
ecutors and  courts — as  an  instrument  to 
protect  the  properly,  profits  and  class  rule 
of  the  handful  of  capitalists  against  the 
working  class  and  oppressed.  We  fight  to 
bring  to  the  working  class  an  understand- 
ing of  the  class-struggle  methods  by 
which  they  can  organize  to  fight.  Our  pur- 
pose is  to  imbue  the  proletariat  with  the 
understanding  that  the  capitalist  state 
must  be  smashed  through  socialist  revo- 
lution and  replaced  with  a workers  state 

For  the  most  part,  as  a recent  Wall 
Street  Journal  (22  May  2001)  article 
points  out,  the  debate  today  isn’t  primar- 
ily about  whether  capital  punishment 
should  exist,  but  how  it’s  applied  in  prac- 
tice. “Opponents  want  stronger  safe- 
guards because  it  will  mean  fewer  execu- 
tions. Supporters  will  tolerate  fewer 
executions  as  a means  of  stemming  the 
erosion  of  public  confidence  in  the  death 
penalty.” 

Behind  this  is  the  worry  by  a section  of 
the  bourgeoisie  that  the  high-profile 
exposures  of  a series  of  bogus  death 
row  convictions  will  undermine  the 
"authority”  of  the  state’s  killing  machine. 
In  early  July.  Supreme  Court  Justice  San 
dra  Day  O’Connor  conceded  to  a group 
of  women  lawyers  in  Minneapolis  that  the 
U.S.  "may  well  be  allowing  some  inno- 
cent defendants  to  be  executed.”  Noting 
that  Minnesota  has  no  death  penalty. 
O’Connor  told  them.  "You  must  breathe  a 
big  sigh  of  relief  every  day.”  A few  weeks 
after  her  speech  O’Connor  voted  to 
uphold  the  execution  of  Napoleon  Beaz- 
ley,  a 25-year-old  black  man  convicted  of 
killing  oilman  John  Luttig  during  a car- 
jacking when  he  was  !7.  Lutlig’s  son,  an 
appellate  judge  in  Texas  and  a vocal 
advocate  of  the  death  penalty,  assisted  the 
prosecution  in  securing  an  all-white 
jury — including  an  outspoken  white- 
supremacist  and  the  president  of  the 
United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy. 

Of  course,  the  concerns  voiced  by  the 
capitalist  rulers  are  laced  with  a heavy 
dose  of  hypocrisy.  Oklahoma  gov- 
ernor Keating  proposed  that  the  courts 
use  a -Standard  of  proof  more  rigorous 
than  "beyond  a reasonable  doubt”  in 
capital  cases,  pontificating,  "the  people 
now  expect  moral  certainty.”  That  hasn’t 
stopped  Keating  from  ordering  more  exe- 
cutions this  year  than  even  Texas. 

The  ISO’s  Campaign  to  End  the  Death 
Penalty  adapts  to  bourgeois  liberals  by 
subordinating  the  call  for  abolishing  cap- 
ital punishment  to  calling  for  "mor- 
atorium now.  abolition  next.”  But  one 
doesn’t  necessarily  follow  the  other 
Britain’s  conservative  news  magazine  the 
Economist  perceptively  pointed  out. 
“Such  reform  could  drive  a slake  through 
the  heart  of  the  abolitionist  movement 
The  more  the  public  becomes  convinced 
that  every  person  who  sits  on  death  row  is 
guilty,  the  less  of  a groundswell  there  will 
be  for  ending  capital  punishment,” 

There  have  been  prior  moratoriums  in 
American  history.  Between  1907  and 
1917  nine  stales  either  aboli.shed  or 
severely  restricted  the  death  penalty  and 
other  states  saw  a sharp  drop  in  execu- 
tions. But  corresponding  to  the  anti- 
immigrant hysteria  during  the  "Red 
scare”  which  followed  the  October  1917 
Bolshevik  Revolution,  five  of  those  nine 
states  restored  the  death  penalty.  In  the 
1920s,  the  American  capitalist  state,  fear- 
ing that  the  black  masses  were  “seeing 
red” — the  words  they  used  to  describe 
popular  black  support  for  the  Russian 
Revolution — constructed  a deadly  appa- 
ratus of  political  repression  This  vast 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


From  Death  Row, 
This  Is  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 

Powerless  at  the  Post  Office 

In  the  wake  of  the  mid-October  2001  Anthrax  scare, 
the  imagery  of  Congressional  members  and  staffers 
fleeing  their  Washington  offices  and  chambers  spoke 
volumes  about  the  power  of  fear  that  motivates  human 
conduct.  This  was  quickly  reinforced  by  the  almost 
unprecedented  evacuation  of  the  august  Supreme 
Court  as  word  leaked  out  of  the  suspected  presence  of 
Anthrax  spores  at  an  off-site  mail  facility  that  serviced 
the  nation's  highest  judicial  body. 

The  evacuation  of  Capitol  Hill  and  the  Supreme 
Court  building  brought  an  eerie  silence  to  an  area  that 
was  long  unaccustomed  to  such  a hush,  save  on 
national  holidays,  weekends  or  seasonal  vacations. 

What  it  also  revealed  was  the  power  of  the  power- 
ful to  protect  their  interests,  no  matter  how  infinitesi- 
mal the  threat,  while  relegating  those  perceived  to  be 
lower  on  the  food  chain  to  the  possible  exposure  of  a 
significantly  greater  threat.  For  although  no  traces  of 
Anthrax  were  found  in  the  offices  or  mail  rooms  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  both  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives closed  up  shop,  and  left. 

Postal  workers,  however,  perhaps  closest  to  the  con- 
taminating agent,  worked  on.  blissfully  unaware  of, 
and  uninformed  of.  the  real  and  deadly  risks  facing 
them. 

Neither  were  they  tested  or  given  the  long-term 
regimen  of  the  antibiotic,  Cipro,  as  were  their  Con- 
gressional colleagues. 


Although  some  postal  areas  were  cleaned  and 
detoxified  the  rank-and-file  postal  employees  weren't 
informed  of  the  results  of  any  testing  done  in  their 
work  areas. 

Such  clearly  disparate  responses  and  treatment  has 
left  postal  workers  feeling  like  the  low  men  (and 
women)  on  the  totem  pole;  thus,  angry,  resentful  and 
scared. 

It  is  perhaps  impolite  to  point  out  the  obvious,  but 
an  undeniable  truth  emerges  from  the  varied  responses 
to  the  Anthrax  scare:  many,  if  not  most,  postal  employ- 
ees are  black  and  of  Latin  origin.  By  contrast,  post- 
men cannot  strike. 

Imagine  their  fears  multiplied  tenfold  when  a post- 
man died,  but  his  911  call  recording  remained  to 
broadcast  his  fears: 

911  Operator:  What's  ihc^roblem? 

Mr.  Thomas  L.  Morns:  My  breathing  is  very,  very 
labored. 

Q:  How  old  are  you? 

A:  I’m  55.  Ah.  I don’t  know  if  I have  been,  but  1 sus- 
pect that  1 might  have  been  exposed  to  Anthrax. 

Q;  You  know  when  or  what — 

A;  Ah.  it  was  last  what,  last  Saturday,  a week  ago  last 
Saturday  (Oct.  13]  morning  at  work.  1 work  for  the 
Postal  Service.  I've  been  to  the  doctor.  1 went  to  the 
doctor  Thursday.  He  took  a culture  but  he  never  got 
back  to  me  with  the  results.  1 guess  there  was  some 
hangup  over  the  weekend.  I’m  not  sure.  But  in  the 
meantime.  ! went  through  achincss  and  headachiness. 


This  started  Tuesday.  Now  !'m  having  difficulty  breath- 
ing. And  just  to  move  any  distance  1 feel  like  I'm  going 
to  pass  out....  It  was — a woman  found  the  envelope  and 
I was  m the  vicinity.  It  had  powder  in  it.  They  never  let 
us  know  whether  that  thing  had — was  Anthrax  or  not. 
They  never  treated  the  people  who  were  around  this  par- 
ticular individual  and  the  supervisor  who  handled  the 
envelope.  So  I don't  know  if  it  is  or  not.  I’m  just — I've 
never  been  able  to  find  out.  k’vc  been  calling.  But  the 
symptoms  that  I've  had  arc  what  was  described  to  me 
in  a letter  that  they  put  out  almost  to  the  T....  The  doc- 
tor thought  that  it  was  just  a virus  or  something....  (fr. 
911  call.  Oct.  21.  2001) 

Thomas  L,  Morris,  his  words  an  eerie  electronic 
echo  from  the  grave,  spoke  in  ways  that  resonated 
deeply  with  his  fellow  postal  employees  when  he 
expressed  his  feelings  about  USPS  management:  “...1 
have  a tendency  not  to  believe  these  people.” 

Members  of  the  New  York  Metro  Area  Postal  Union 
sued  in  Federal  Court  to  force  the  Postal  Service  to 
fully  clean,  detoxify,  and  close  the  Morgan  postal 
facility  in  Manhattan  until  this  could  be  assured.  The 
U.S.  District  Court  denied  the  injunction,  saying 
postal  workers  had  not- "demonstrated  that  there  is  a 
likelihood  of  irreparable  harm.’’  By  noting  that  the 
Morgan  facility  was  the  busiest  in  Manhattan,  the 
court  seemed  to  be  balancing  the  harms  to  both  sides. 
In  reality  it  was  a balancing  of  power,  for  although  the 
union  is  vast  it  is  forbidden  by  law  to  strike.  And  a 
union  unable  to  withdraw  its  labor  lacks  a powerful 
tool. 

Distrustful,  and  largely  unheralded,  they  wait  for 
another  deadly  shoe  to  drop. 

29  November  2001 

^200!  Mumia  Ahu-Jtmul 


Send  urgently  needed  contributions  for  Mumia's 
legal  defense,  earmarked  “Mumia  Abu-Jamal,”  to: 
Humanitarian  Law  Project,  8124  VV.  3rd  Street, 
Suite  105,  Los  Angeles,  CA  9U048. 

If  you  wish  to  correspond  with  Jamal,  you  can 
write  to:  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,AM8335,  SCI  Greene, 
175  Progress  Drive,  Waynesburg,  PA  15370. 


Labor  Defender 


Mass  mobilizations  were  key  in  saving  the  nine  youths  framed  up  in  1930s 
Scottsboro  case  from  legal  lynching. 


army  of  spies  and  informers,  local  police 
"red  squads.”  and  a system  of  wiretaps 
and  mail  interceptions  was  later  deployed 
by  Hoover’s  FBI  in  the  ’60s.  {For  more 
on  state  activities  against  black  militants 
following  the  1917  Russian  Revolution, 
see  "The  Russian  Revolution  and  the 
Black  Freedom  Struggle.”  WV  No.  75 1 . 2 
February  2001.) 

In  1967,  as  a result  of  the  mass  civil 
rights  movement  and  protests  against  the 
U.S.'s  dirty,  losing  imperialist  war  in 
Vietnam,  the  capitalist  rulers  felt  com- 
pelled to  put  the  death  penalty  on  hold. 
Five  years  later  the  court  ruled  that  the 
death  penalty  was  "wanton  and  freakish” 
and  ordered  the  states  to  rewrite  their 
laws.  By  1976  the  protest  marches  had 
stopped,  and  the  same  court  gave  the 
green  light  to  resume  executions.  Nearly 
600  people  have  been  legally  murdered 
since. 

Amid  growing  apprehension  about 
capital  punishment,  the  American  rulers’ 
killing  machine  plugs  on  with  its  dirty 
business.  Bush,  who  in  his  six  years  as 
governor  of  Texas  carried  out  over  150 


executions — one  every  two  weeks — went 
ahead  with  the  Garza  execution  despite 
charges  of  racial  disparities  in  meting  out 
death  sentences.  And  figure  this  out:  with 
14  blacks  and  two  Hispanics  on  federal 
death  row  compared  to  three  whites. 
Attorney  General  Ashcroft  declared  that 
it  was  white  people  who  were  more  likely 
to  be  targeted  under  federal  laws! 

American  Capitalism  and 
Black  Oppression 

The  U.S.  and  Japan  are  the  only  ad- 
vanced capitalist  countries  to  retain  the 
death  penally.  In  Japan  it  is  used  infre- 
quently. although  quite  sadistically.  No 
advance  notice  is  given.  One  day  the  vic- 
tim is  taken  from  his  cell  and  his  life  is 
terminated.  Weeks  later  his  family  is  sent 
a letter  informing  them  that  their  loved 
one  is  no  more. 

The  recent  spotlight  on  capital  punish- 
ment in  the  U.S.  was  a bit  more  luminous 
this  spring,  when  Bush  made  his  first  trip 
to  Europe.  Slung  by  the  contempt  the 
Bush  administration  has  shown  its  impe- 
rialist compeiitors/allies — like  the  about- 


face  on  the  Kyoto  accords  and  U.S.  plans 
for  a missile  shield  program,  for  exam- 
ple— the  Europeans  eagerly,  and  accu- 
rately, portrayed  Bush  as  an  ignorant, 
bloodthirsty,  spoiled  frat  boy.  The  Euro- 
pean powers  were  relishing  the  opportu- 
nity to  posture  as  more  civilized  than 
crude  Americans. 

The  U.S.  ruling  class  is  barbaric  and 
the  greatest  enemy  of  the  world’s  work- 
ing people.  However,  this  doesn’t  mean 
that  the  European  imperialists  treat  their 
exploited  and  oppressed  any  less  bru- 
tally. The  horrendous  crimes  committed 
by  the  French,  British  and  other  imperial- 
ist powers  against  their  colonial  vassals 
and  working  masses  are  not  merely  sub- 
jects for  history  books.  Citizenship  rights 
for  those  second  and  third  generations 
born  in  these  imperialist  countries  has 
long  been  denied.  Today,  faced  with  a 
growing  pool  of  ethnic  minorities,  these 
powers  have  stepped  up  deportations  and 
increased  brutal  attacks  on  immigrants 
and  asylum-seekers. 

Witness  the  attacks  in  Britain  on  the 
brutally  impoverished  and  oppressed  im- 
migrant communities  in  Oldham.  Brad- 
ford and  Burnley  in  the  last  few  months. 
Across  the  Channel  in  France  the  cops 
have  carried  out  a systematic  campaign  of 
terror  against  the  North  African  ghettos 
surrounding  every  major  French  city.  In 
Sweden,  a place  social  democrats  like  to 
point  to  as  some  sort  of  socialist  paradise, 
cops  opened  fire  with  live  ammunition 
against  anti-globalization  protesters  in 
June.  In  late  July  outside  the  G-8  meet- 
ings in  Genoa.  Italian  cops  killed  pro- 


tester Carlo  Giuliani  in  cold  blood  and 
arrested  hundreds,  with  many  of  them  tor- 
tured. This  is  the  real  face  of  "civilized" 
capitalist  Europe. 

But  if  the  death  penalty  stands  at  the 
pinnacle  of  a stale  apparatus  whose  pur- 
pose is  to  repress  with  force  any  threat  to 
the  capitalist  social  order,  why  have  the 
European  capitalist  powers  eliminated 
capital  punishment  and  the  U.S.  hasn’t? 
The  central  difference  lies  in  the  unique 
history  of  American  capitalism — built  on 
the  unpaid  labor  of  millions  of  chattel 
slaves.  The  origins  of  capital  punishment 
in  the  U.S.  are  rooted  in  the  Southern 
slave  system  which  was  smashed  by  the 
Civil  War.  Today  43  percent  of  those  on 
death  row  are  black — triple  the  represen- 
tation of  blacks  in  the  general  population. 

. In  the  infamous  1857  Dred  Scott  deci- 
sion. the  Supreme  Court  announced  that 
black  people  “had  no  rights  which  the 
white  man  was  bound  to  respect.” 
Exactly  130  years  later,  when  black  Geor- 
gian Warren  McCleskey  challenged  his 
death  sentence  by  presenting  indisput- 
able facts  of  the  racist  application  of  cap- 
ital punishment  in  the  U.S..  the  Supreme 
Court  declared  it  to  be  an  “inevitable  part 
of  our  criminal  justice  system.”  The  court 
rejected  McCleskey’s  appeal,  declar- 
ing that  its  premise  "throws  into  serious 
question  the  principles  that  underlie  our 
entire  criminal  justice  system,”  includ- 
ing "the  validity  of  capital  punishment  in 
our  multiracial  society.”  In  their  own 
legalese,  the  black-robed  justices  are  con- 
firming the  old  saying  among  black 
continued  on  page  8 


Trotskyist  LeaguelLigue  trotskyste  Forum 


“Anti-Terror”  Witchhunt  Targets  Immigrants, 
Workers  and  the  Left 

Labor  Must  Defend  Immigrant  Rights! 


TORONTO 


Saturday,  January  26,  7:30  p.m. 

Trinity-St.  Paul's  Centre,  427  Bloor  St.  West 

(west  of  Spadina) 

For  more  information:  (416)  593-4138  or  e-mail  spartcan@on.aibn.com 


11  JANUARY  2002 
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CAUTION!! 

COLOBED  PEOPLE 

OF  BOSTON,  ONE  * AiU 

Toi  are  Hfrebj  wpealnni 

addsfd.  !o  aiolil  toDunlng  "liji  ^ 

\l'alfhnicn  and  Police  Officers 
of  Boston. 

RIDT^APPER® 

Slave  Catchers, 

Keep  a Shorn  Look  Out  for 
kidnappers,  and  have 
TOP  EYE  open. 


Arntt.  M. 


Library  of  Congress  Hull  Museums 

Boston  poster  was  part  of  abolitionist  struggle  against  1850  Fugitive  Slave 
Law.  Black  soldiers  were  key  to  victory  of  Union  Army  over  slavocracy  in 
Civil  War. 

Library  of  Congress 


Mumia... 

{continued  from  page  7) 

people;  “They  got  the  capital,  we  get  the 
punishment.” 

The  early  Slave  Codes  defined  the 
black  slave  as  chattel — property — to  be 
slaughtered  with  about  the  same  "safe- 
guards” as  might  befit  a recalcitrant 
mule.  Under  the  Southern  slavocracy. 
special  “Negro  courts”  were  set  up  for 
slaves  who.  in  the  words  of  a South  Car- 
olina statute,  could  expect  to  be  tried  “in 
the  most  summary  and  expeditious  man- 
ner” and  executed  by  means  "most  effec- 
tual to  deter  others  from  offending  in 
the  like  manner.”  Among  the  numerous 
crimes  deemed  capital  offenses  for 
slaves  in  every  Southern  state  before  the 
Civil  War  were  rebellion  and  attempted 
rebellion.  In  Louisiana,  death  was  man- 
dated for  a slave  who  struck  his  overseer 
or  any  member  of  the  slaveowner’s  fam- 
ily. or  for  a third  conviction  for  striking 
any  white  man. 

The  Civil  War  smashed  the  slave  sys- 
tem and  was  the  last  great  bourgeois- 
democratic  revolution.  The  needs  of  the 
war.  especially  the  recruitment  of  black 
soldiers  into  the  Union  Army  to  fight 
against  the  Confederacy,  resulted  in  slav- 
ery’s abolition  and  the  consequent  de- 
struction of  the  old  Southern  plantation 
agricultural  system.  While  many  freed 
slaves  fought  to  have  the  former  planta- 
tions distributed  to  those  who  tilled  them, 
the  American  bourgeoisie  was  not  inter- 
ested in  a thoroughgoing  social  recon- 
struction of  the  South.  Northern  cap- 
italists looked  at  the  devastated  South 
and  saw  opportunity — not  for  build- 
ing radical  democracy,  but  for  profitably 
exploiting  Southern  resources  and  the 
freedmen.  The  Compromise  of  1 877, 
completing  the  withdrawal  of  the  Union 
Army  from  the  South,  sealed  this  betrayal 
of  black  freedom. 

A new  .system  of  racist  exploitation 
was  established  through  institutionalized 
repression  of  the  freedmen’s  fight  for 
land,  education  and  civil  rights.  The  for- 
mer slaves  became  tenants  and  share- 
croppers toiling  on  land  owned  by  the 
while  propertied  class,  made  up  of  ele- 
ments of  the  old  slavocracy  and  a new 
Southern  bourgeoisie  with  strong  lies 
to  Northern  capital.  A rigid  system  of 
legally  enforced  segregation  called  Jim 
Crow  was  imposed  and  maintained  by 
KKK  terror  and  police-state  suppression 
of  blacks  and  ami-racist  whites.  In  1896 
the  Supreme  Court  codified  "separate  but 
equal”  segregation  as  the  law  of  the  land 
in  the  Plessy  v.  Ferguson  ruling. 

At  the  heart  of  Jim  Crow  was  lynch- 
law  terror.  From  the  late  1800s  on,  some 
5,000  or  more  people  were  killed  by 
lynch  mobs.  In  the  1890s,  as  the  Jim 
Crow  regimes  consolidated  in  the  South, 
there  were  at  least  1,540  lynchings — 
one  every  other  day  for  ten  years. 
The  anti-lynching  campaign  initiated  by 
courageous  black  journalist  Ida  B.  Wells 
simply  fought  to  gel  blacks  charged 
with  crimes  into  the  courtroom.  To  the 
extent  this  happened,  legal  lynchings 
largely  supplanted  the  extralegal  ones. 
By  the  1930s.  mob  lynchings  had  nearly 


ceased — replaced  by  the  perfunctory 
death  penalty  trial.  More  than  1.600  peo- 
ple were  executed  during  the  1930s 
alone — more  than  one  every  other  day 
for  ten  years.  Between  1930  and  1967, 
black  people  accounted  for  more  than 
two-thirds  of  all  U.S.  executions. 

The  Scotlsboro  defendants — nine 
black  youths  who  in  1931  were  falsely 
charged  with  rape,  tried  and  sentenced  to 
death  in  Alabama  in  a matter  of  days — 
narrowly  escaped  being  added  to  these 
statistics.  While  the  NAACP  did  nothing 
initially,  an  international  protest  cam- 
paign led  by  the  Communist  Party’s  Inter- 
national Labor  Defense  threw  a world- 
wide spotlight  on  the  brutal  oppression  of 
black  people  in  the  South  and  saved  their 
lives.  The  Scotlsboro  defendants  got  a 
retrial,  and  another,  and  still  spent  nearly 
two  decades  in  the  horrendous  Alabama 
prisons. 

A recent  book.  Proximity  to  Death,  by 
historian  William  McFeeley,  captures  this 
American  reality  very  well.  McFeeley. 
an  expert  on  the  Civil  War  and  the  South, 
was  asked  by  Stephen  Bright  of  the 
Southern  Center  for  Human  Rights  to  le.s- 
lify  for  Carzell  Moore,  a black  defen- 


dant in  a death  penalty  appeal  in  Georgia. 
The  purpose  of  his  testimony  was  to  dem- 
onstrate that  a black  man  cannot  even 
conceive  of  equal  justice  in  a courtroom 
whose  state  flag  bears  the  St.  Andrew’s 
cross  of  the  Confederate  battle  flag. 

McFeeley  described  the  history  of  the 
adoption  of  the  flag  on  February  9.  1956 
as  a symbol  of  opposition  to  the  civil 
rights  movement’s  efforts  to  integrate 
Georgia’s  schools.  This  came  one  day 
after  the  all-while  General  Assembly  of 
Georgia  passed  a resolution  of  interposi- 
tion. which  called  for  nullifying  not  only 
the  Fourteenth  Amendment  but  also  the 
Thirteenth  which  abolished  slavery.  On 
the  witness  stand.  McFeeley  described 
how  during  the  Civil  War  the  Confederate 
flag  would  be  “run  into  battle,  accompa- 
nied by  the  rebel  yell.”  He  continued:  "It 
flew,  as  well,  after  the  war  when  Klans- 
men  rallied  and  rode  to  surround  a Negro 
cabin.  The  whole  black  county  knew  the 
terror,  when  one  black  person  was 
dragged  out  of  the  cabin  and  killed.” 

The  Confederate  flag  stands  for  black 
enslavement  and  racist  murder,  KKK 
cross-burnings,  the  lynching  of  any  who 
would  fight  for  the  rights  of  blacks  and 
labor.  It  •still  flies  in  Georgia  and  other 
Southern  stales,  including  Mississippi 
which  this  past  spring  voted  overwhelm- 
ingly to  retain  it.  Everywhere  it  flies — 
from  Southern  state  capitols  to  KKK  and 
Na/i  skinhead  rallies — it  is  an  incitement 
to  racist  terror.  And  as  Carzell  Moore’s 
attorneys  attempted  to  point  out,  it  stands 
for  racist  terror  and  state-sanctioned 
murder  inside  the  courts  as  well.  To 
make  the  link  between  KKK  terror  and 
legal  lynchings  by  the  stale.  Bright’s  wit- 
nesses included  a grand  dragon  of  the 
Klan  who  described  celebrations  outside 
the  Georgia  Diagnostic  and  Classifica- 
tion Center — a nice  Orwellian  name  for 
the  home  of  Georgia’s  electric  chair. 

The  massive  expansion  of  the  death 
penalty  is  only  the  lip  of  the  iceberg  of 
an  all-sided  intensification  of  capitalist 
slate  repression.  America  houses  one- 
fourth  of  the  world’s  prison  population — 
and  half  of  them  are  black.  Behind  it  all 


is  the  deepening  poverty  of  the  ghetto 
masses  and  sharp  attacks  on  the  living 
standards  of  the  working  class.  In  the 
1970s  and  1980s  industry  was  deci- 
mated, and  for  every  place  lost  on  the 
assembly  line,  one  was  added  in  the  pris- 
ons. In  the  past  year  nearly  a million 
manufacturing  jobs  were  eliminated. 
With  nothing  to  offer  the  masses  of  black 
poor  and  working  people  but  ever  greater 
degradation  and  immiseralion.  the  capi- 
talist ruling  class  is  intent  on  extinguish- 
ing any  sign  of  protest  with  brute  force. 

For  Black  Liberation  Through 
Socialist  Revolution! 

Karl  Marx  captured  a fundamental 
truth  of  American  society  when  he  wrote 
at  the  time  of  the  Civil  War,  “Labor  can- 
not emancipate  itself  in  the  white  skin 
where  in  the  black  it  is  branded.”  It  took 
a bloody  civil  war  to  destroy  the  system 
of  chattel  slavery.  But  the  promise  of 
black  freedom  was  betrayed.  Black  peo- 
ple who  fled  to  Northern  cities  to  escape 
brutal  Jim  Crow  segregation  in  the  South 
were  integrated  into  the  workforce  at 
its  bottom  and  forcibly  segregated  into 
inner-city  ghettos.  As  the  “last  hired  and 
first  fired,”  the  black  population  sup- 
plied, in  Marx’s  words,  a ’’reserve  army 
of  labor”  for  the  American  capitalists. 

The  color  bar  remains  a fundamental 
dividing  line  in  American  society,  a key 
prop  for  obscuring  the  irreconcilable 
class  divide  between  labor  and  capital. 
The  special  oppression  of  black  people 
•as  a race/color  caste  is  the  bedrock  of 
American  capitalism.  At  the  same  time, 
black  workers  are  a strategic  component 
of  the  multiracial  proletariat  in  the  U.S. 
Won  to  a revolutionary  program,  black 
workers  will  be  the  living  link  fusing  the 
anger  of  the  dispossessed  ghetto  masses 
with  the  social  power  of  the  working 
class.  In  fighting  to  mobilize  labor  in 
Jamal’s  behalf,  we  seek  to  win  workers 
to  the  understanding  that  they  cannot 
break  the  chains  of  exploitation  as  wage 
slaves  of  the  capitalists  without  simulta- 
neously combatting  every  manifestation 
of  racial  oppression. 

Time  is  short  and  the  slakes  are  high. 
There  is  much  to  be  done — and  much  to 
be  undone.  The  new  evidence  of  Jamal’s 
innocence  is  the  truth.  But  in  this  capital- 
ist system  of  injustice,  truth  alone  will  not 
set  Jamal  free.  What’s  needed  is  social 
power.  If  labor’s  power  is  to  be  brought 
to  bear  in  a mighty  blow  on  Mumia’s 
behalf,  it  must  be  mobilized  indepen- 
dently of  the  very  forces  of  the  capitalist 
stale  that  have  worked  for  years  to  frame 
up  and  kill  this  innocent  man.  It  is  neces- 
sary to  expose  not  only  those  like  Wein- 
glass  and  Williams  who  openly  betray 
Jamal’s  cause  but  also  the  reformists  who 
would  subordinate  his  fight  for  freedom 
to  appeals  to  liberal  Democratic  politi- 
cians and  the  capitalist  courts.  Above  all. 
it  is  the  trade-union  bureaucracy  that  is  an 
obstacle  to  labor  flexing  its  muscle  in 
struggle  on  behalf  of  all  the  oppressed; 
labor  must  break  the  chains  forged  by  the 
union  misleaders  that  have  shackled  the 
unions  to  the  political  parties  and  the  state 
agencies  of  the  enemy  class. 

We  say:  Free  Mumia!  That  means 
mobilizing  now  the  power  of  the  multi- 
racial working  class,  the  workers  who 
run  the  trains,  make  the  cars,  drive  the 
trucks,  lay  the  pipe.s — who  produce  the 
vast  wealth  of  this  society.  Workers  who 
by  withholding  their  labor  can  choke  off 
the  lifeblood  of  this  racist  ruling  class' 
capitalist  profits. 

The  Spartacist  League  fights  to  forge 
a multiracial  revolutionary  workers  party, 
a Leninist  tribune  of  the  people.  This  !.'« 
key  to  sweeping  away  this  system  based 
on  exploitation  and  oppression  and  put- 
ting a final  hall  to  the  grisly  workings 
of  capitalism’s  machinery  of  death — be 
they  the  guardians  of  death  row  or  the 
cops  who  operate  as  "judge,  jury  and 
executioner”  in  gunning  down  minority 
youth  on  the  streets.  To  pul  an  end  to  this 
racist  killing  machine  of  lynch  ropes, 
gas  chambers  and  lethal  injections  means 
getting  rid  of  the  racist  capitalist  sys- 
tem once  and  for  all — through  workers 
revolution.! 
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Miami  Five... 

(continued  from  page  2) 

inform  on  ihe  terrorisl  plans  hatched 
against  our  people”  {Granma,  20  June 
2001).  The  defendants  themselves  proud- 
ly acknowledged  their  role  in  a mes- 
sage to  the  American  people  published  in 
the  same  issue  of  Granma.  They  asserted 
that  Cuba,  which  “has  heroically  survived 
four  decades  of  aggressions  and  threats  to 
its  national  security,  of  subversive  plans, 
sabotages  and  destabilization,  has  every 
right  to  defend  itself  from  its  enemies 
who  keep  using  the  U.S.  territory  to  plan, 
organize  and  finance  terrorist  actions.” 
Adding  that  they  were  "in  no  way  repen- 
tant of  what  we  have  done  to  defend  our 
country,”  they  stated:  “We  declare  our- 
selves non  guilty  and  simply  take  comfort 
in  the  fact  that  we  have  honored  our  duty 
to  our  people  and  our  homeland.” 

During  the  trial,  the  defense  called  a 
retired  U.S.  Air  Force  colonel  to  the  wit- 
ness stand,  who  testified  that  National 
Security  Agency  records  show  that  the 
Brothers  to  the  Rescue  planes  were  well 
inside  Cuban  airspace  when  they  were 
shot  down  in  1996.  This  flatly  contra- 
dicts Washington's  claims  that  they  were 
over  international  waters  at  the  time.  The 


defense  also  called  Brothers  to  the  Res- 
cue leader  Jose  Basulto.  who  turned  back 
his  plane  in  1996  and  was  not  pursued  by 
the  Cuban  air  force.  Basulto  admitted 
under  questioning  that  he  "broadly  sup- 
ports exile  groups  bent  on  overthrowing 
Fidel  Castro  violently.” 

From  the  CIA-backed  invasion  at  the 
Bay  of  Pigs  in  1961,  to  the  bombing  of  a 
Cubana  airliner  by  U.S. -trained  counter- 
revolutionaries which  killed  73  people  in 
1976,  to  the  ongoing  starvation  embargo, 
the  American  imperialists  and  their 
gu.^ano  creatures  have  not  ceased  in  their 
attempts  to  overthrow  the  Cuban  Revolu- 
tion. As  well  as  arresting  the  Miami  Five, 
last  fall  the  FBI  imprisoned  Ana  Belen 
Montes,  a senior  U.S.  Defense  Intelli- 
gence Agency  analyst,  on  charges  of  pro- 
viding classified  material  to  Havana.  She 
is  being  held  without  bail  and  could  face 
the  death  penalty  if  convicted. 

The  smashing  of  capitalist  class  rule 
and  the  creation  of  a workers  stale,  albeit 
deformed  under  the  rule  of  the  Stalin- 
ist Castro  bureaucracy,  brought  tremen- 
dous gains  to  the  Cuban  population, 
from  free  medical  care  to  jobs,  housing 
and  education.  It  also  delivered  a huge 
blow  to  racist  discrimination  against 
black  Cubans,  who  had  been  the  lowest 
of  the  low  under  the  mafia-infested 


Batista  puppet  regime. 

The  Bush  administration's  drive  to 
destroy  the  Cuban  Revolution  carries  for- 
ward that  of  successive  U.S.  regimes 
starting  with  the  Kennedy  Democrats, 
who  imposed  the  economic  embargo  in 
1962.  We  oppose  the  U.S.  blockade 
against  Cuba.  But  at  the  same  time  we 
warn  that  this  will  hardly  put  a stop  to  the 
efforts  of  the  imperialists  to  pene- 
trate Cuba  with  the  aim  of  the  counterrev- 
olutionary restoration  of  capitalism. 
Indeed,  a whole  wing  of  the  American 
ruling  class  argues  for  ending  the  em- 
bargo in  order  to  flood  the  Cuban  econ- 
omy with  dollars  and  strengthen  the 
forces  for  counterrevolution  from  within. 

Following  the  1991-92  destruction  of 
the  Soviet  Union,  once  Cuba's  economic 
lifeline  and  chief  international  ally,  the 
Castro  regime  has  increasingly  opened 
the  country  to  imperialist  economic  pene- 
tration. thus  far  from  Europe  and  also 
Canada.  This  has  meant  a big  increase  in 
inequality,  notably  for  the  black  popu- 
lation. While  standing  forthrightly  in 
defense  of  Cuba  against  imperialism  and 
counterrevolution,  we  call  for  workers 
political  revolution  to  oust  the  Stalinist 
bureaucracy,  whose  nationalist  program 
of  building  “socialism  in  one  country" 
has  placed  the  gains  of  the  Cuban  Revo- 


lution in  mortal  danger.  Crucial  to  the 
defense  of  the  Cuban  Revolution  is  the 
struggle  for  proletarian  power  through- 
out Latin  America  and  beyond,  espe- 
cially in  the  belly  of  the  American  impe- 
rialist beast. 

The  railroading  of  the  Miami  Five 
comes  in  the  context  of  U.S.  imperial- 
ism's "war  on  terror.”  which  has  seen 
more  than  a thousand  people,  chiefly 
Muslim.s,  thrown  in  jail,  with  only  a hand- 
ful even  being  charged.  The  “anti-terror” 
campaign  is  being  used  to  strengthen  the 
forces  of  stale  repression,  including  even 
broader  powers  for  the  FBI  to  conduct 
break-ins,  electronic  eavesdropping  and 
other  hitherto  “illegal”  activities.  Now, 
the  Bush  administration  has  declared  that 
it  is  planning  to  hold  prisoners  from  its 
war  against  Afghanistan  at  the  naval  base 
it  continues  to  maintain  at  Guantanamo 
Bay  in  Cuba,  while  sending  in  an  addi- 
tional 2,500  American  troops.  U.S.  out  of 
Guantdnamo  now! 

In  defending  the  Miami  Five,  we  take 
a stand  in  defense  of  democratic  rights 
at  home  and  of  the  gains  of  the  Cuban 
Revolution  against  the  predations  of  U.S. 
imperialism.  These  are  both  crucial  as- 
pects of  our  fight  to  forge  a revolutionary 
workers  party  that  can  lead  the  American 
proletariat  to  victory.  ■ 


IG... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

Gorbachev,  trying  to  placate  the  imperial- 
ists. pulled  the  Red  Army  out  of  Afghan- 
istan in  1989.  this  was  not  only  a deadly 
betrayal  of  Afghan  women  but  a direct 
precursor  to  capitalist  counterrevolution 
in  the  Soviet  Union  itself. 

The  restoration  of  capitalism  in  the 
Soviet  Union  in  1991-92  was  a world- 
historic  defeat  for  the  international  work- 
ing class.  In  East  Europe  and  the  former 
Soviet  Union,  capitalist  counterrevolu- 
tion has  brought  an  unparalleled  plunge 
into  mass  immiseralion,  disease  and  frat- 
ricidal nationalist  bloodletting.  It  also 
brought  about  a much  more  dangerous 
world.  Without  the  counterweight  of  the 
Soviet  Union,  the  U.S.  imperialists  have 
since  been  riding  high  in  the  saddle  as 
the  "world’s  only  superpower.”  waging 
terror  wars  from  Iraq  to  the  Balkans  to 
Afghanistan.  The  domestic  price  being 
paid  for  the  imperialists’  victory  in  the 
Cold  War  is  the  all-sided  class  war 
against  the  working  class,  immigrants, 
blacks  and  the  poor,  which  has  been  dra- 
matically ratcheted  up  with  the  imperial- 
ists’ “war  on  terror.” 

IG  Deep-Sixes  Red  Army 

Those  self-professed  “Marxists,”  like 
the  ISO  and  most  of  the  rest  of  the  fake 
left,  who  stood  on  the  side  of  imperialism 
and  its  Franken.stein  monsters  in  Afghan- 
istan should  be  scathingly  exposed  as 
nothing  other  than  reformist  servants  of 
the  capitalist  order.  That  is  exactly  what 
we  did  in  our  speeches,  propaganda  and 
placards  at  the  Hunter  protest.  An  under- 
standing of  the  dearly  bought  lessons  of 
the  past  is  crucial  to  the  consciousness 
that  is  necessary  if  the  proletariat  is  to 
be  mobilized  in  the  struggle  to  shatter 
the  rule  of  capitalist  imperialism.  For  rev- 
olutionary Marxists,  polemical  combat 
against  the  various  reformists  and  rene- 
gades who  make  pretensions  to  Marxism 
is  critical  to  breaking  the  false  conscious- 
ness that  serves  to  tie  the  working  class  to 
its  “own”  bourgeoisie. 

Not  so  for  the  IG.  Whatever  they  may 
on  occasion  write  in  their  propaganda 
stands  in  sharp  contrast  to  their  efforts 
to  conciliate  the  reformists,  liberals  and 
others  on  the  ground.  In  his  speech  to  the 
protest,  the  IG’s  “commander  in  chief 
Norden  lamely  declared:  “We  fought 
against  the  Taliban,  we  fought  against  the 
Islamic  fundamentalists  when  the  United 
States  was  pushing  them.”  Completely 
eliminated  was  any  mention  of  the  Red 
Army  intervention  or  that  the  “we”  was 
the  Spartacist  League,  of  which  Norden 
was  a member  at  the  time.  And  we  stood 
with  the  Red  Army  against  imperialism  as 


part  of  our  unflagging  commitment  to  the 
Trotskyist  program  of  unconditional  mil- 
itary defense  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

What  was  left  out  of  Norden’s  speech 
was  hardly  an  oversight.  Not  one  of  the 
IG’s  placards,  not  one  of  their  speak- 
ers and  none  of  the  propaganda  they 
produced  for  the  Hunter  protest  said  a 
word  about  the  Red  Army  or  the  Russian 
question.  Subsequently,  an  entire  32-page 
IG  pamphlet  (December  2001)  devoted 
to  the  CUNY  protest  went  so  far  as  to 
edit  out  any  reference  to  the  Soviet  inter- 
vention in  the  SL  speech  at  the  rally  and 
completely  eliminated  the  SYC  speaker. 

Obviously  the  IG  did  not  want  to 
offend  those  like  the  ISO,  the  League 
for  the  Revolutionary  Party  or  the  Revo- 
lutionary Communist  Party  who  had  en- 
dorsed and  attended  the  rally  and  who  to 
a man  were  on  the  imperialist  side  against 
the  Red  Army  in  Afghanistan.  Here  is  a 
textbook  example  of  what  Trotsky  spoke 
to  in  his  article  “Centrism  and  the  Fourth 
International”  {Writings,  22  February 
1 934):  “A  centrist  always  remains  in  spir- 
itual dependence  on  rightist  groupings 
and  is  inclined  to  cringe  before  those  who 
are  more  moderate,  to  remain  silent  on 
their  opportunist  sins  and  to  color  their 
actions  before  the  workers.”  As  Trotsky 
also  noted,  the  centrist — revolutionary  in 
words,  reformist  in  deeds — seeks  to  cover 
his  tracks  by  reserving  his  polemical  fire 
for  the  Bolshevik-Leninists.  This,  too. 
aptly  characterizes  the  IG  which,  while 
not  wanting  to  remind  the  reformists  of 
their  criminal  embrace  of  the  aims  of  the 
imperialist  rulers,  deliberately  lies  that 
the  Spartacist  League  capitulates  to  jin- 
goist  warmongering  in  the  U.S. 

This  is  for  the  benefit  of  distant  cyber- 
space audiences  who  cannot  ascertain 
the  truth  on  the  ground.  The  IG's  utter 
silence  in  front  of  several  hundred  pro- 
testers at  Hunter  College  on  the  force 
that  could  have  defeated  the  forces 
backed  by  U.S.  imperialism  in  Afghani- 
stan— the  Soviet  Red  Army — certainly 
demonstrates  that  its  oh-so-revolutionary 
calls  for  the  defeat  of  U.S.  imperialism  is 
so  much  hot  air. 

In  attacking  our  propaganda  on  the 
U.S.  war  against  Afghanistan,  the  IG’s 
internationalist  No.  12  (Fall  2001)  fulmi- 
nates against  our  call  for  "Class  Struggle 
Against  Capitalist  Rulers  at  Home.” 
declaring  that  the  "emphasis  on  ‘at  home’ 
is  counterposed  to  the  call  to  defeat  the 
imperialists  abroad.  " But  the  IG’s  call  to 
“Defeat  U.S.  Imperialism"  in  its  war 
against  Afghanistan  is  nothing  more 
than  empty  rhetoric.  The  notion  that  the 
world’s  most  powerful  imperialist  country 
was  going  to  be  defeated  at  the  hands  of 
tribal  forces  in  one  of  the  world’s  most 
backward  countries  is  truly  deranged.  The 
easy  win  for  the  U.S.  in  Afghanistan  dem- 


onstrated that  the  Taliban  was  a creature 
of  Pakistani  intelligence  services,  with 
no  base  of  local  support.  And  while  dis- 
patching Special  Forces  to  track  down  bin 
Laden,  U.S.  imperialism  is  not  interested 
in  a large-scale  deployment  of  American 
ground  troops  in  Afghanistan.  Indeed,  the 
international  “peacekeeping”  force  has 
British.  French,  Italian,  Spanish.  Turkish 
and  other  troops,  but  not  an  American 
among  them. 

The  IG’s  elevation  of  military  struggle 
against  imperialism  over  and  above  the 
political  struggle  to  mobilize  the  proletar- 
iat to  smash  imperialism  from  within  is 
simply  a measure  of  its  despair  in  the 
revolutionary  capacity  of  the  working 
class.  Norden  has  always  had  procliv- 
ities toward  a fatuous  optimism  about 
the  capacity  of  forces  very  distant  from 
Trotskyism,  or  the  proletariat  for  that 
matter,  to  “struggle”  in  some  successful 
measure  against  the  depredations  of  U.S. 
imperialism.  Correspondingly,  this  means 
seriously  downplaying  the  crucial  and 
related  f^actors  of  political  consciousness 
and  material  economic  reality. 

The  slogans  used  by  the  revolution- 
ary party  to  lead  the  working  masses  to 
the  seizure  of  state  power  are  necessar- 
ily conjunctural.  In  1941,  when  James  P. 
Cannon,  leader  of  the  then-Trotskyist 
Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP),  and  27 
other  Trotskyists  and  Minneapolis  Team- 
sters leaders  were  tried  for  their  opposi- 
tion to  U.S.  imperialism  in  World  War  II, 
an  ultralefl  critic  in  the  Fourth  Interna- 
tional. Grandizo  Munis,  chastised  Can- 
non for  not  stressing  during  his  trial  the 
need  for  the  "organized  violence  of  the 
poor  masses.”  Cannon  replied  that  it  was 
foolish  to  engage  In  such  phrasemonger- 
ing. Noting  that  the  SWP  was  still  a small 
party  whose  task  was  to  organize  the  pro- 


letarian masses  to  carry  out  a revolution, 
he  referred  to  Bolshevik  leader  Lenin’s 
writings  in  May  1917.  Having  already 
won  the  Bolshevik  Party  leadership  to  the 
perspective  of  “All  Power  to  the  Soviets!” 
and  no  support  to  the  bourgeois  Provi- 
sional Government,  which  was  in  power 
following  the  fall  of  the  tsar  in  February, 
Lenin  argued  that  this  did  not  mean  that 
the  Bolsheviks  should  immediately  raise 
the  slogan  “Down  with  the  Provisional 
Government!”  He  wrote  that  since  the 
Bolsheviks  were  still  a minority  in  the 
working  class,  “such  a slogan  is  either  an 
empty  phrase,  or.  objectively,  amounts  to 
attempts  of  an  adventurist  character.” 
Today,  the  IG  hotly  denies  that  there 
has  been  any  retrogression  in  class  con- 
sciousness following  the  counterrevolu- 
tionary destruction  of  the  Soviet  Union. 
But  they  themselves  are  the  product  of  a 
climate  in  which  it  is  preached  that  the 
theory  and  program  of  Marxism  have 
proved  to  be  a “failed  experiment.”  The 
IG’s  politics  are  those  of  accommodation 
to  the  existing  consciousness,  trying  to 
give  a “progressive”  veneer  to  all  manner 
of  alien  class  forces  and  retrograde  ide- 
ologies. Our  politics  serve  a different  pur- 
pose. As  we  wrote  in  our  leaflet  for  the 
Hunter  demonstration:  "Unlike  the  revo- 
lutionary phrasemongers  of  the  IG,  we 
fight  to  awaken  class  combaiivity  in  the 
proletariat,  and  through  patient  educa- 
tion and  in  the  course  of  class  struggle  to 
imbue  the  working  class  with  revolution- 
ary class  consciousness.”  In  its  own  way. 
the  very  existence  of  the  IG  as  “death 
of  communism”  centrists  underlines  the 
vital  necessity  of  this  task,  including  and 
especially  polemical  combat  to  remove 
the  obstacles  on  the  road  to  the  success- 
ful seizure  of  state  power  through  prole- 
tarian socialist  revolution.  ■ 
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Trade  union  demonstration  in  Buenos  Aires,  August  2001,  demands  un- 
employment benefits.  Powerful  Argentine  proletariat  is  shackled  to  bourgeois 
state  by  Peronist  labor  tops. 


Argentina... 

(cofilinued  from  page  I) 

the  heightened  interimperialist  rivalries 
that  have  come  in  the  wake  of  the  coun- 
terrevolutionary destruction  of  the  Soviet 
Union,  the  U.S.  has  sought  to  extend 
its  NAFTA  “free  trade”  rape  of  Mexico 
throughout  all  of  Latin  America  under 
the  proposed  Free  Trade  Agreement  of 
the  Americas  (FrAA). 

As  proletarian  revolutionaries  in  the 
belly  of  the  U.S.  imperialist  beast,  the 
Spartacist  League/U.S.  fights  to  mobilize 
the  social  power  of  the  proletariat  to 
shatter  the  rule  of  American  imperialism 
from  within.  The  pro-imperialist  AFL- 
CIO  trade-union  bureaucrats  who  for 
decades  have  done  the  bidding  of  U.S. 
imperialism  in  its  war  on  the  workers 
and  oppressed  of  Latin  America  now 
push  the  chauvinist  poison  of  protection- 
ism against  these  workers.  Breaking  the 
chains,  forged  by  the  labor  tops,  that 
shackle  the  proletariat  in  the  U.S.  to  its 
“own"  ruling  class  is  central  to  a revolu- 
tionary perspective  throughout  the  hemi- 
sphere. Down  with  NAFTA  and  the 
FTAA!  For  socialist  revolution  through- 
out the  Americas! 

Argentine  Capitalism 
at  a Dead  End 

Argentina  was  long  one  of  the  most 
economically  and  socially  advanced 
countries  in  the  former  colonial  world. 
Having  substantial  natural  resources  and 
a highly  educated  workforce,  and  free  of 
the  leaden  weight  of  pre-capitalist  rem- 
nants such  as  a large  peasantry,  by  1930 
it  had  far  outdistanced  the  rest  of  Latin 
America  in  per  capita  income  and  wage 
levels.  The  urban  working  class  enjoyed  a 
living  standard  superior  in  some  respects 
to  that  of  most  workers  in  continental 
Europe.  By  1 945.  as  it  grew  wealthy  from 
selling  food  to  the  imperialist  armies  in 
World  War  II.  Argentina  had  about  the 
same  per  capita  income  as  Canada.  Now 
the  average  Argentinean  earns  one  sixth 
as  much  as  the  average  Canadian. 

The  country's  current  prostration  pro- 
vides a vivid  illustration  of  one  of  the 
central  premises  of  the  theory  of  perma- 
nent revolution  elaborated  by  revolution- 
ary Marxist  leader  Leon  Trotsky:  that  the 
bourgeoisies  of  the  dependent  capitalist 
countries  are  too  weak  and  beholden  to 
imperialism  and  too  fearful  of  the  power 
of  the  proletariat  to  be  able  to  break 
the  yoke  of  imperialist  domination.  The 
forms  of  bourgeois  rule  in  Argentina 


Rushdie... 

(continued  from  page  4) 

and  the  even  sharper  economic  downslide 
in  Japan  are  devastating  the  economies  of 
South  Korea.  Thailand  and  the  rest  of 
capitalist  East  Asia. 

To  recognize  that  the  fundamental 
responsibility  of  Western  (and  Japanese) 
imperialism  for  the  economic  impover- 
ishment and  cultural  backwardness  of  the 
Third  World  does  not  exculpate  (to  use 
Rushdie’s  term)  the  indigenous  ruling 
classes  of  these  countries.  Quite  the  con- 
trary. All  of  the  ruling  groups  in  the  Near 
East,  whether  Islamic  traditionalists  or 
modernizing  nationalists,  whether  they 
read  the  Koran  or  Rushdie’s  The  Satanic 
Verses,  act  as  the  political  agents  of  the 
imperialists.  And  as  long  as  these  coun- 
tries are  part  of  the  world  capitalist  sys- 
tem. it  cannot  be  otherwise. 

The  only  country  which  during  the  20th 
century  transformed  itself  from  a back- 
ward. semi-feudal,  predominantly  agri- 
cultural economy  to  an  advanced  indus- 
trial society  was  Soviet  Russia.  This  was 
possible  because — and  only  because — 
capitalism  was  overthrown  in  Russia 
by  the  Bolshevik  Revolution  of  October 
19I7.  laying  the  basis  for  a planned 
socialized  economy.  Even  today  the  dis- 
tance between  the  socioeconomic  and 
cultural  conditions  in  the  former  Soviet 
Central  Asian  republics  like  Uzbekistan 
and  Tajikistan  and  those  of  Afghanistan 
are  to  be  measured  in  centuries.  . 
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have  run  the  gamut:  from  laissez-faire 
liberalism  (the  age  of  the  agrarian  bour- 
geois estancieros  and  British-dominated 
export  economy  in  the  early  20th  cen- 
tury). to  bourgeois  nationalism  and  state- 
sponsored  industrial  development  behind 
protectionist  barriers  (Peronism  in  the 
1940s  and  ’50s).  to  unbridled  imperialist 
domination  under  the  recent  neoliberal 
regimes.  And  this  has  been  the  case  under 
both  the  trappings  of  bourgeois  democ- 
racy and  the  jackboot  of  military  rule. 

With  the  destruction  of  the  Soviet 
Union  and  the  end  of  the  Cold  War  con- 
figurations. the  minimal  autonomy  that 
the  Argentine  ruling  class  thought  it 
possessed — as  displayed,  for  example, 
during  the  Malvinas/Falklands  War  with 
Britain — has  evaporated.  There  is  no  way 
to  break  out  of  the  cycle  of  crises,  coups 
and  state  repression  which  has  been  the 
lot  of  Argentina  since  at  least  the  1930s 
short  of  a successful  proletarian  struggle 
for  state  power.  The  tasks  of  the  proletar- 
iat in  Argentina  cannot  be  separated  from 
those  of  the  working  class  in  the  rest  of 
Latin  America.  Elaborating  on  the  per- 
spective of  permanent  revolution  in  the 
region,  Trotsky  wrote: 

“The  theses  of  the  Fourth  International 
slate: 

‘“South  and  Central  America  will  be  able 
to  tear  themselves  out  of  backwardness 
and  enslavement  only  by  uniting  all  their 
states  in  one  powerful  federation.  But  it 


However,  the  Soviet  Union  was 
throughout  its  history  confronted  by  hos- 
tile and  powerful  capitalist  states,  above 
all  the  United  States.  Weakened  internally 
by  decades  of  Stalinist  bureaucratic  mis- 
rule and  under  the  unrelenting  economic, 
military  and  political  pressure  of  world 
imperialism,  the  Soviet  Union  was  de- 
stroyed by  capitalist  counterrevolution  in 
1991-92. 

Rushdie  concludes  his  piece:  “If  ter- 
rorism is  to  be  defeated,  the  world  of 
Islam  must  take  on  board  the  secularist- 
humanist  principles  on  which  the  mod- 
ern is  based,  and  without  which  Muslim 
countries’  freedom  will  remain  a distant 
dream.” 

It  is  Marxism  that  is  the  heir — the  only 
legitimate  heir — to  the  secular  humanism 
of  the  Enlightenment  that  was  the  ideo- 
logical driving  force  behind  the  bourgeois 
revolutions  of  the  18th  century  in  the 
West.  Fearful  of  proletarian  revolution, 
the  imperialist  bourgeoisies  have  since 
supported  or  embraced  all  manner  of 
social  obscurantism  and  religious  funda- 
mentalism; in  the  U.S..  this  prominently 
includes  the  bigotry  of  the  Christian 
right,  which  is  heavily  represented  in  the 
current  White  House.  The  only  road  to  the 
social,  economic  and  cultural  modern- 
ization of  the  countries  of  the  Islamic 
East  lies  through  proletarian  revolution — 
new  October  Revolutions — leading  to  an 
internationally  planned  socialist  economy 
extending  from  the  oil  fields  of  the  Per- 
sian Gulf  to  the  industrial  plants  of  the 
American  Midwest  and  Germa,n  Ruhr  ■ 


is  not  the  belated  South  Amencan  bour- 
geoisie. a thoroughly  venal  agency  of 
foreign  imperialism,  who  will  be  called 
upon  to  solve  this  task,  but  the  young 
South  American  proletariat,  the  chosen 
leader  of  the  oppressed  masses.  The 
slogan  in  the  struggle  against  violence 
and  intrigues  of  world  imperialism  and 
against  the  bloody  work  of  native  com- 
prador cliques  is  therefore:  the  Soviet 
United  States  of  South  and  Central 
America' " 

Trotsky  continued: 

“Only  under  its  own  revolutionary  direc- 
tion IS  the  proletariat  of  the  colonies  and 
the  semicolonies  capable  of  achieving 
invincible  collaboration  with  the  prole- 
tariat of  the  metropolitan  centers,  and 
with  the  world  working  class  as  a whole. 
Only  this  collaboration  can  lead  the 
oppressed  peoples  to  complete  and  final 
emancipation,  through  the  overthrow  of 
impenalism  the  world  over." 

— "Imperialist  War  and  the 
Proletarian  World  Revolution," 
May  1940 

IMF  Starvation  Austerity 
Enrages  Argentine  Masses 

For  more  than  a decade.  Washington 
and  the  IMF  touted  Argentina  as  a prime 
example  of  a “fiscally  responsible  emerg- 
ing economy.”  In  turn,  Argentina  has  been 
a staunch  ally  of  U.S.  imperialism,  most 
recently  pledging  to  send  800  “peace- 
keeping” troops  to  aid  the  U.S.  war  in 
Afghanistan.  But  now  the  country  is 
bankrupt  and  in  turmoil  (and  the  troops 
are  staying  home). 

In  a 1 January  New  York  Times  op-ed 
piece  titled  "Crying  With  Argentina.” 
columnist  Paul  Krugman  wrote: 

"Argentina,  more  than  any  other  develop- 
ing country,  bought  into,  the  promises 
of  U.S. -promoted  ‘ncoliberalism’  (that’s 
liberal  as  fn  free  markets,  not  as  in  Ted 
Kennedy).  Tariffs  were  slashed,  state 
enterprises  were  privatized,  multinational 
corporations  were  welcomed,  and  the 
peso  was  pegged  to  the  dollar.  Wall  Street 
cheered,  and  money  poured  in:  for  a 
while,  free-market  economics  seemed 
vindicated,  and  its  advocates  weren’t  shy 
about  claiming  credit.  Then  things  began 
to  fall  apart.... 

"Now  Argentina  is  in  utter  chaos — some 
observers  are  even  likening  it  to  the  Wei- 
mar Republic.  And  Latin  Americans  do 
not  regard  the  United  States  as  an  inno- 
cent bystander." 

So  tightly  tied  to  the  fortunes  of  the 
American  dollar,  the  Argentine  economy 
was  severely  damaged  by  the  U.S.  finan- 
cial/economic  boom  of  the  mid-late  ’90s. 
This  saw  capitalist  investors  worldwide 
flood  into  the  Wall  Street  bull  market, 
causing  the  value  of  the  dollar  to  rise 
sharply  in  relation  to  nearly  every  other 
currency.. .except  Argentina's.  The  Argen- 
tine peso — and  thus  the  price  of  Argen- 
tine goods  on  the  world  market — also 
rose  sharply  compared  to  almost  all  other 
countries,  including  its  main  trading  part- 
ner, Brazil.  This  made  Argentine  goods 
uncompetitive  and  produced  mounting 
balance-of-trade  deficits.  The  normal 
capitalist  market  mechanism  to  redress 
this  would  be  currency  depreciation, 
which  reduces  the  world  market  price  of 
exports  and  increases  the  domestic  price 
of  imports.  But  in  an  attempt  to  stabilize 


the  economy,  the  Argentine  government 
and  many  large  businesses  had  denomi- 
nated most  of  their  new  bond  issues  in 
dollars,  so  any  pe.so  devaluation  would 
have  proportionately  increased  Argen- 
tina’s debt. 

Thus  the  country  slid  into  a deep  reces 
sion  four  years  ago.  well  before  the  cur- 
rent worldwide  slump.  Layoffs  and  plant 
closures  grew  by  the  month.  By  July  of 
last  year,  the  economy  was  collapsing  at 
an  annual  rale  of  1 1 percent  and  the 
masses  were  desperate.  But  the  U.S. 
made  clear  that  it  expected  all  the  loans 
negotiated  by  the  Menem  and  de  la 
Rua  regimes  to  be  repaid  with  interest 
In  August.  Washington  pul  together  an 
"emergency  rescue  package”  through 
the  IMF — not  to  bail  out  Argentina,  but  to 
bail  out  the  Wall  Street  banks  that  hold 
Argentine  government  (and  private) 
bonds.  As  usual,  this  involved  harsh  aus- 
terity conditions,  including  a suspension 
of  the  social  security  system.  But  the 
workers  and  poor,  together  with  an 
increasingly  impoverished  middle  clasv, 
were  not  willing  to  take  any  more  and 
took  to  the  streets  in  protest.  The  IMF’s 
response  was  to  freeze  $1.3  billion  in  aid 
early  last  month,  whereupon  the  govern- 
ment stole  $700  million  from  the  govern- 
ment workers’  pension  funds  to  pay  the 
interest  on  the  debt.  All  this  led  to  the  yet 
broader  protests  that  brought  down  the  de 
la  Rua  government. 

The  situation  cries  out  for  the  repu 
diation  of  the  foreign  debt,  which  for 
decades  has  lined  the  imperialists' cofferN 
at  the  expense  of  Argentina’s  workers. 
But  no  capitalist  Argentine  government 
would  take  such  a step,  since  this  would 
bring  down  unremitting  hostility  from  its 
imperialist  patrons  and  undermine  the 
whole  basis  of  its  rule.  IMF  spokesmen 
now  claim  that  whatever  the  government 
does,  it  will  lake  a further  cut  of  30  per- 
cent in  real  wages,  plus  another  five  to  ten 
years  of  recession,  for  Argentina  to 
become  internationally  competitive! 


Keystone 


Argentine  strongman  Juan  Peron, 
1952. 

From  the  bourgeoisie’s  class  stand- 
point. it  is  hard  to  see  any  regime  short 
of  a military  dictatorship  being  able  to 
enforce  such  gouging  austerity  against 
an  already  enraged  population.  Yet  any 
move  toward  a military  coup  would  be 
met  by  immense  opposition  from  a popu- 
lation which  remembers  vividly  the  last 
army  dictatorship,  whose  brutal  rule 
ended  only  after  its  ignominious  defeat 
in  the  1982  Malvina.s/Falklands  War. 

Since  1977,  protesting  mothers  have 
been  meeting  at  the  Plaza  de  Mayo  every 
week  to  memorialize  the  thousands  killed 
and  "disappeared”  by  the  military  gov- 
ernment, which  worked  closely  with  the 
CIA  aga^inst  leftist  insurgencies  through- 
out Latin  America.  The  mothers  were  in 
the  forefront  of  the  huge  December  19-20 
anti-government  protests,  where  demon- 
strators chanted.  "Madres  de  la  Plaza,  el 
pueblo  las  abraza!"  ("Mothers  of  the 
Plaza,  the  people  embrace  you!"). 

Peronism:  Deadly  Trap 
for  the  Workers 

To  try  to  control  the  upsurge,  the 
Argentine  bourgeoisie  has  turned,  for 
now.  to  the  Peronists.  specifically  the 
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wing  under  Duhalde  which  has  chosen  to 
pul  on  national-populist  trappings.  This 
is  a transparent  attempt  to  utilize  popu- 
lar nostalgia  for  the  government  of  Gen- 
eral Juan  Perdn  during  the  late  1940s 
and  early  '50s.  which  has  come  to  be 
seen  as  a golden  era  when  wages  were 
raised,  social  programs  launched  and 
unions  organized.  Following  a 1943  mil- 
itary coup.  Per6n  emerged  as  Argenti- 
na's strongman.  He  followed  a nationalisi- 
corporalisi  model  of  capitalism,  in  which 
key  sectors  of  the  economy  were  state- 
owned.  domestic  industry  was  protected 
by  tariffs  and  import  licenses  and  foreign- 
exchange  transactions  were  subjected  to 
an  array  of  controls. 

While  occasionally  utilizing  anti- 
Yankee  demagogy,  the  Peronists  in  the 
posl-World  War  II  period  functioned  as 
the  local  political  agents  of  Wall  Street, 
keeping  the  proletariat  in  line  through  the 
labor  bureaucracy.  They  periodically 
slashed  wages  and  depressed  living  stan- 
dards to  repay  Argentina's  debt  to  U.S. 
and  other  foreign  banks,  usually  through 
the  mechanism  of  accelerated  inflation 
rather  than  the  deflationary  measures  now 
favored  by  the  IMF.  Workers’  wages 
would  rise,  but  the  prices  of  food,  fuel, 
clothing  and  other  necessities  rose  even 
faster.  Per6n  himself  was  an  open  admirer 
of  Franco’s  Spain  and  Mussolini's  Italy. 
During  the  "years  of  the  fat  cows,"  he  out- 
lawed the  Communist  Party,  smashed 
every  manifestation  of  working-class 
independence  and  subordinated  labor  to 
the  slate  in  corporalist  fashion. 

With  the  massive  rise  of.  industrializa- 
tion. there  was  a corresponding  explosive 
growth  of  the  trade  unions.  Per6n  proved 
quite  successful  both  in  co-opting  dissi- 
dent union  leaders  and  in  organizing  cor- 
poratist  unions  directly  dependent  on  the 
government  for  their  existence.  Only 
those  unions  which  swore  allegiance  to 
the  Peronist  agenda  were  declared  legal, 
and  only  legal  unions  qualified  for  dues 
checkoff,  subsidies  for  union  buildings 
and  access  to  social  security  programs, 
pension  funds,  etc.  The  Peronist  regime 
used  nationalist  "anii-imperialist”  rhetoric 
in  order  to  further  lie  the  working  masses 
to  the  Argentine  capitalist  state. 

New  president  Duhalde.  a former  vice 
president  under  the  IMF’s  man  Menem, 
now  peppers  his  speeches  with  paeans  to 
Per6n  and  his  w'ife  Eva  and  cynically 
blames  the  plight  of  the  Argentine  people 
on  a U.S. -backed  "free-market  model," 
which  he  calls  "immoral."  But  this  shift 
to  the  national-populist  rhetoric  of  yester- 
year is  simply  designed  to  strengthen  the 
forces  of  capitalism  in  Latin  America  by 
recementing  the  ties  of  the  working  class 
to  its  "own"  national  bourgeoisie.  Huge 
sections  of  the  population  will  continue  to 
sutfer  grinding  immiseration  under  the 
Duhalde  Peronists  as  the  latter  attempt  to 
“reconstruct”  the  country  on  the  backs  of 
the  working  class  and  sections  of  the 
petty  bourgeoisie. 

The  imperialist  chains  that  bind  the 
Argentine  proletariat  can  only  be  broken 
through  a struggle  for  socialist  revolution 
in  Argentina,  throughout  Latin  America 
and  beyond.  A workers  revolution  in  a 
country  like  France  or  Spain  would  have 
profound  effects  on  the  struggles  of  the 
Argentine  working  class.  Conversely, 
nothing  would  be  more  heartening  to  the 
proletariat  in  South  Africa  and  workers 
and  the  oppressed  throughout  the  Third 
World  than  a socialist  revolution  in  a 
country  like  Argentina.  Crucial  to  this 
perspective  is  intransigent  opposition  to 
Peronist  bourgeois  nationalism,  which 
has  time  and  again  led  the  Argentine 
workers  and  oppressed  to  disaster. 

Argentine  Left  Pushes 
National  Reformism 

Opposition  to  bourgeois  nationalism 
is  the  last  thing  being  offered  by  the  fake- 
Troiskyisl  groups  that  populate  the 
Argentine  left.  Far  from  having  an  inde- 
pendent class  perspective  against  the 
bourgeoisie,  they  are  mired  in  national 
reformism,*  particularly  tailing  the  Pero- 
nists.  The  main  trend  of  ostensible  Trot- 
skyism in  Argentina  is  that  of  the  late 
Nahuel  Moreno,  today  represented  by  the 
Movimiento  Socialisia  de  los  Trabaja- 


dores  (M.ST)  and  its  split-off,  the  Parlido 
de  los  Trabajadores  por  el  Social  ismo 
(PTS).  In  the  1950s.  Morcno.passed  him- 
self off  as  a "left"  Peronist:  his  newspa- 
per at  the  time  was  published  as  an 
"Organ  of  Revolutionary  Workers  Peron- 
ism — Under  the  Discipline  of  Gen,  Peron 
and  the  Peronist  High  Council"!  (See  our 
1980  Moreno  Truth  Kit  pamphlet  for  the 
history  of  this  tendency.) 

During  the  Malvinas/Falklands  War, 
the  reformist  left  in  Argentina  openly 
backed  the  genocidal  ruling  military  in 
the  name  of  “anti-imperialism."  The 
Moreno  tendency  boasted  that  it  stood 
squarely  “in  the  military  camp  of  the 
Argentine  dictatorship"  {Correo  Interna- 
cional,  April  1982).  With  the  backing  of 
the  fake  left,  the  generals  used  the  war  to 
head  off  a general  strike,  part  of  burgeon- 


ing proletarian  struggle  against  the  mili- 
tary regime,  In  sharp  contrast,  we  fought 
for  proletarian  revolutionary  opposition 
to  both  British  imperialism,  then  ruled 
by  "Iron  Lady”  Margaret  Thatcher,  and 
the  Argentine  generals,  declaring:  "Sink 
Thatcher!  Sink  the  Junta!  The  Main 
Enemy  Is  at  Home!” 

In  1989,  the  Morenoites  gave  back- 
handed  support  for  the  installation  of  a 
new  Peronist  government  under  Menem. 
Declaring  that  "Menem  received  the 
majority  of  voles  of  the  working  people," 
they  asked  why  he  didn’t  use  that  sup- 
port "to  impose  the  solutions  he  says  he 
has”  {El  Cronista  ComerciaL  31  May 
1989).  And  Menem  did  just  that. 

Today,  with  the  Peronists  widely  dis- 
credited. the  Argentine  left  is  trying  to 
cloak  its  nationalist  reformism  in  slightly 
different  rhetoric.  The  Morenoite  MST 
and  the  Stalinist  Communist  Party  are  the 
main  components  of  the  United  Left 
(Izquierda  Unida — lU).  an  elecloralisi 
bloc  whose  program  raises  as  its  maxi- 
mum demand  a call  for  "an  independent 
political  alternative  of  the  workers  and 
people."  In  the  wake  of  the  mass  upsurge 
which  overthrew  de  b Rua.  the  lU  joined 
with  another  fake-Trotskyist  outfit,  the 
Partido  Obrero  (PO)  of  Jorge  Altamira, 
and  some  smaller  groups  in  a Decem- 
ber 22  declaration  which  prominently 
features  the  call  "For  a People’s  and 
Workers  Government."  And  the  more  left- 
posturing  PTS  pushes  the  same  perspec- 
tive in  its  leaflets  and  statements,  writing 
that  “the  revolutionaries  of  the  PTS  strug- 
gle for  a workers’  and  people’s  govern- 
ment” (leafiet  of  31  December  2001). 

This  purposefully  confusionist  call, 
which  dissolves  the  proletariat  into  the 
mass  of  the  "people,"  is  the  classic  facade 
for  a class-collaborationist  alliance  with 
a wing  of  the  national  bourgeoisie  (who 
are.  after  all.  part  of  the  "people”).  All  of 
these  groups  uphold  the  disastrous,  anti- 
revolutionary perspective  of  the  "anti- 
imperialist united  front.”  which  is  but  a 
code  word  for  the  subordination  of  the 
working  class  to  its  “own”  bourgeoisie. 
The  social  turmoil  in  Argentina  today 
involves  many  layers  of  society,  from  the 
middle  class  to  students  to  the  unem- 
ployed and  rural  poor.  If  the  proletariat  is 
to  emerge  as  the  leading  force  of  the 
oppressed,  fighting  for  the  overthrow  of 
the  capitalist  order  and  imperialist  domi- 
nation. it  is  crucial  to  draw  a clear  class 
line.  The  MST.  PO.  PTS  el  al„  in  contrast, 
mix  everything  together  in  a "popular" 
reformist  slew. 


This  is  shown  as  well  in  the  perennial 
call  raised  by  PO  and  the  PTS  for  a "con- 
stituent assembly”  which  would,  in  the 
words  of  a 31  December  PO  leaflet, 
express  "the  sovereign  will  of  the  work- 
ers and  unemployed.”  The  PTS  adds  its 
own  twist  to  this  demand  in  a statement 
calling  for  both  a "national  assembly  of 
employed  and  unemployed  workers”  and 
"a  sovereign  Constituent  Assembly,  so 
that  the  people  can  discuss  democrati- 
cally and  in  freedom  the  way  out  of  the 
crisis"  ("Revolutionary  Days.”  22  Decem- 
ber 2001 ).  And  how  is  this  to  be  accom- 
plished? "Even  to  open  the  road  to  this 
kind  of  democracy.”  the  PTS  writes,  "it  is 
necessary  to  sweep  away  the  current 
power  with  a general  strike  and  with  a 
great  national  uprising  that  finishes  the 
task  initialed  during  the  revolutionary 


days  of  December  19  and  20." 

The  call  for  a constituent  assembly  is. 
at  best,  a democratic  slogan  which  at  par- 
ticular times  can  be  used  against  dictato- 
rial capitalist  regimes  as  a subordinate 
element  in  a program  for  workers  revolu- 
tion. But  Argentina  currently  has  a bour- 
geois-democratic form  of  capitalist  class 
rule  with  periodic  elections,  and  this  has 
been  the  case  for  nearly  two  decades  now. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  call  for  a 
constituent  assembly  serves  only  to  fos- 
ter. not  break,  bourgeois-democratic  illu- 
sions among  the  workers  and  oppressed. 
In  situations  of  pre-revolutionary  turmoil, 
genuine  Trotskyists  would  fight  to  forge 
organs  of  dual  power — soviets  (workers 
councils),  factory  committees,  etc. — as 
organizing  centers  in  the  fight  for  prole- 
tarian revolution.  But  for  the  centrist  PTS, 
the  call  for  a "workers  assembly”  is  just 
window-dressing  for  its  perspective  of  a 
"great  national  uprising”  to  win. ..another 
bourgeois  parliamentary  body! 

For  all  their  "anti-imperialist”  rhetoric, 
the  Argentine  reformist  and  centrist  left 
were  as  one  with  the  U.S.  imperialist  rul- 
ers in  backing  the  forces  of  counterrevo- 
lution that  destroyed  the  Soviet  Union 
and  the  deformed  workers  states  of  East 
Europe.  As  the  West  German  imperial- 
ists pushed  for  the  counterrevolutionary 
annexation  of  the  East  German  deformed 
workers  state  in  1989-90,  the  Morenoites 
came  out  with  a program  "whose  guiding 
slogan  is;  German  reunification  now” 
{Correo  Internacional,  January  1990). 
For  its  part,  the  PTS  called  for  "the  de- 
fense of  the  right  of  the  German  masses 
to  unite  however  they  wish,  e/en  if  they 
decide  to  do  so  in  the  framework  of  cap- 


italism” {Avanzada  Socialista.  30  March 
1990). 

This  treachery  was  repealed  when  the 
Morenoites  and  Altamira’s  PO  hailed 
Boris  Yeltsin’s  pro-imperialist  counter- 
coup  in  Moscow  in  August  1991.  In  a 28 
August  1991  Matcment,  the  Morenoites 
called  it  a "Great  Revolutionary  Victory 
in  the  USSR,"  while  PO  proclaimed  that 
"the  people’s  victory  over  the  coup  has  a 
revolutionary  scope”  {Prensa  Obrera,  29 
August  1991).  These  groups  bear  their 
own  small  measure  of  responsibility  for 
the  post-counterrevolutionary  devasta- 
tion that  swept  the  former  USSR  and 
East  Europe  and  redounded  so  nega- 
tively against  the  working  people  of  Latin 
America.  In  contrast,  the  International 
Communist  League  fought  to  the  bitter 
end  in  defense  of  the  working-class  gains 
that  were  embodied  in  these  states, 
despite  their  Stalinist  misrulers.  While 
the  rest  of  the  left  embraced  imperialist 
"democracy”  against  Stalinist  "totali- 
tarianism.’’ we  fought  for  proletarian 
political  revolution  to  oust  the  Stalinist 
bureaucrats  and  restore  the  program  of 
revolutionary  internationalism  that  ani- 
mated Lenin  and  Trotsky’s  Bolshevik 
Party. 

For  a Genuine  Trotskyist  Party! 

The  burning  need  in  Argentina  today 
is  the  forging  of  an  authentic  Leninist- 
Trotskyist  party.  Such  a party  would  call 
for  the  full  independence  of  the  trade 
unions  from  the  bourgeois  state.  It  would 
act.  in  Lenin’s  words,  as  a "tribune  of 
the  people.”  rallying  all  those  suffering 
under  the  capitalist  yoke,  from  the  unem- 
ployed and  impoverished  pensioners  to 
the  rural  poor  and  small  shopkeepers 
who  are  being  ruined  by  the  austerity  cri- 
sis. It  would  emblazon  on  its  banner  the 
fight  for  women’s  liberation,  combatting 
machismo  and  backward  Catholic  atti- 
tudes and  raising  demands  for  the  full 
integration  of  women  in  the  workforce  at 
equal  pay.  It  would  fight  for  free  abor- 
tion on  demand  as  part  of  free,  quality 
health  care  for  all,  and  for  full  demo- 
cratic rights  for  homosexuals. 

Argentine  society  is  saturated  with  the 
chauvinism  of  a ruling  class  which  revels 
in  its  supposed  "European”  superiority 
over  the  rest  of  Latin  America  and  which 
is  riddled  with  former  Nazis.  Crucial  to 
any  revolutionary  perspective  is  unmit- 
igated opposition  to  all  manifestations 
of  racism,  anti-Semitism  and  hostility  to 
indigenous  minorities  and  immigrants. 

Only  a program  of  revolutionary  inter- 
nationalism can  offer  a road  forward  for 
the  Argentine  working  class.  Following 
the  1917  Russian  workers  revolution, 
Lenin’s  Bolshevik  Party  canceled  the 
debt  amassed  by  the  tsar  and  the  Russian 
bourgeoisie  by  simply  refusing  to  pay  it. 
Recognizing  that  imperialism  could  not 
be  appeased,  they  fought  to  extend  the 
October  Revolution  worldwide.  Today,  to 
liberate  themselves  from  Wall  Street  debt 
peonage,  the  workers  and  oppressed 
masses  of  Argentina  and  throughout 
Latin  America  must  be  won  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  program  of  proletarian  inter- 
nationalism as  represented  by  Marx, 
Engels.  Lenin  and  Trotsky.  This  is  the 
perspective  of  the  ICL:  to  reforge  the 
Fourth  International  in  order  to  lead  the 
struggle  for  new  October  Revolutions 
across  the  planet.  ■ 
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British  marines  collect  captured  arms  following  Argentina’s  surrender  in 
Malvinas/Falklands  War,  1982.  Argentina's  defeat  led  to  fall  of  military  regime. 
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Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is  an  Innocent  Man! 


We  prim  below  an  edited  version 
of  a presentation  on  the  fight  to  free 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal  given  by  Spurta- 
cist  League  supporter  Valerie  West 
on  September  15  in  Oakland.  Three 
months  later,  on  December  18.  fed- 
eral district  court  judge  William  Yohn 
reversed  the  death  sentence  that  has  been 
hanging  over  Mumia’s  head  since  1982. 
Ruling  that  the  trial  judge’s  jury  instruc- 
tions virtually  compelled  a sentence  of 
death,  Yohn  gave  the  prosecution  180 
days  to  conduct  a new  sentencing  hear- 
ing. which  could  result  in  either  another 
death  sentence  or  life  imprisonment. 
Their  failure  to  hold  a hearing  would 
automatically  reduce  Jamal’s  sentence  to 
life  imprisonment  without  parole. 

Yohn’s  ruling  is  the  first  crack  in  the 
state’s  20-year  vendetta  to  legally  lynch 
this  courageous  fighter  for  the  oppressed. 
It  is  clearly  a response  to  the  millions 
around  the  world  who  have  rallied  to 
Mumia’s  cause.  It  also  represents  fear 
that  dramatic  evidence  of  Jamal’s  inno- 
cence. centrally  a sworn  confession  by 
Arnold  Beverly  that  he,  not  Jamal,  shot 
police  officer  Daniel  Faulkner,  could  be 
heard  in  court. 

Recognizing  that  even  the  limited 
legal  forum  of  a death  sentencing  hear- 
ing could  burst  this  case  wide  open, 
prosecutor  Hugh  Burns  complained:  “If 
there  was  a new  sentencing  hearing,  it 
would  probably  entail  the  empaneling  of 
a jury. . .and  whatever  evidence  the  defen- 
dant wanted  to  review  again  would  be 
presented  to  the  jury.’’  Echoing  these 
fears  is  Fraternal  Order  of  Police  mouth- 
piece Michael  Smerconish,  a Philadel- 
phia lawyer  who  has  led  the  howls  for 
Jamal’s  blood  for  years.  Smerconish  sig- 
naled that  he  may  reconcile  himself  to 
Jamal’s  life  imprisonment — rather  than 
death — because  a sentencing  hearing 
would  open  up  a new  round  of  appeals. 

Following  a six-month  news  blackout 
of  his  case,  during  which  just  about 
every  major  newspaper  refused  to  even 
mention  the  confession  of  Arnold  Bev- 
erly. Jamal’s  case  was  front-page  news 
once  again.  The  day  after  Yohn’s  ruling, 
millions  of  people  watching  NBC’s 
Today  show  saw  an  interview  with  Eliot 
Grossman,  one  of  Mumia's  attorneys. 


Free  Him  Now! 


and  an  excerpt  from  Beverly’s  video- 
taped confession. 

Yet  Mumia  still  resides  in  that  same 
“valley  of  the  shadow  of  death’’  which  for 
20  years  he  has  searingly  described  in 
numerous  columns  from  death  row.  Dem- 
ocratic Party  District  Attorney  Lynne 
Abraham  has  appealed  Yohn’s  order,  and 
should  that  appeal  be  granted,  not  only 
would  the  death  sentence  be  reinstated, 
but  Jamal’s  execution  would  be  immi- 
nent. In  one  ruling.  Yohn  threw  out  legal 
papers  by  Mumia’s  new  attorneys  demol- 
ishing the  prosecution’s  case  and  argu- 
ing to  present  Beverly’s  confession.  In 
another  272-page  decision,  Yohn  denied 
all  the  claims  of  Jamal’s  habeas  corpus 
petition  challenging  the  frame-up  convic- 
tion of  this  innocent  man. 

Jamal’s  1 982  trial  was  a travesty  of  jus- 
tice, the  prosecution’s  case  based  on  an 
assemblage  of  lies  manufactured  through 
police  coercion  of  witnesses  and  other 
invented  “evidence.”  A central  pillar  was 
the  claim  that  Jamal  confessed  on  the 
night  of  the  shooting,  after  he’d  been 


critically  wounded  and  nearly  beaten  to 
death  by  the  cops.  This  supposed  “confes- 
sion” was  not  even  reported  for  over  two 
months  after  the  shooting.  The  original 
official  police  report  from  Officer  Gary 
Wakshul,  who  was  with  Jamal  the  entire 
time  from  his  arrest  through  his  medical 
treatment,  said  that  “during  this  time,  the 
negro  male  made  no  comments.”  Yet  in 
his  December  18  ruling,  Yohn  declared 
for  the  veracity  of  this  concocted  con- 
fession story,  his  bottom  line  being  that  if 
the  cops  and  D.A.  said  it  happened,  then 
it  did. 

While  rejecting  Jamal’s  claim  that 
blacks  were  unconstitutionally  excluded 
from  the  jury.  Yohn  “permitted”  this  one 
question  to  be  appealed  to  a higher  court. 
Should  the  Court  of  Appeals  take  the 
unlikely  step  of  upholding  Mumia’s 
claim,  the  conviction  would  be  over- 
turned. But.  under  Clinton’s  1996  Anti- 
Terrorism  and  Effective  Death  Penalty 
Act,  there  can  be  no  further  appeals 
allowed  on  any  other  claim  without  judi- 
cial permission. 
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Yohn's  ruling  indicates  that  sig- 
nificant sectors  of  the  bourgeoi- 
sie are  eager  to  have  this  case  put 
aside  once  and  for  all.  confident  that 
after  the  elimination  of  the  death 
sentence  Jamal’s  international  sup- 
port will  dissipate.  Left-liberal  columnist 
Alexander  Cockburn  grotesquely  echoed 
this  in  his  Nation  (7  January)  column, 
writing:  “One  good  feature  of  Judge 
Yohn’s  ruling  is  that  it  fakes  the  emphasis 
off  innocence  or  guilt,  which  surrenders 
the  basic  moral  axiom  of  the  anti-death 
penalty  cause,  namely,  that  capital  pun- 
ishment is  wrong.”  State-sanctioned  legal 
murder  is  indeed  a barbaric  abomination. 
But  so  is  the  fact  that  an  innocent  man 
would  be  entombed  for  life.  As  Mumia 
himself  said  of  life  imprisonment  in  one 
of  his  writings  from  death  row:  “‘Life’ 
is  thus  but  a grim  metaphor  for  death, 
for  only  death  releases  one  from  its 
shackles.  ‘Life,’  it  might  be  said,  is 
merely  slow  death.” 

West’s  forum  took  place  four  days 
after  September  11.  Since  then,  the  U.S. 
government  and  its  imperialist  allies  in 
Europe  have  seized  on  the  terrorist  attack 
on  the  World  Trade  Center  to  sell  the  lie 
that  the  vast  new  powers  for  state  harass- 
ment. intimidation  and  terror  are  for  their 
populations’  own  "protection.”  But  even 
in  this  climate  of  bloodthirsty  jingoism, 
a recent  Gallup  poll  revealed  there  has 
been  virtually  no  change  in  support  for 
the  death  penalty  in  the  wake  of  Sep- 
tember 1 1 . Last  year  marked  the  second 
straight  year  of  a drop  in  executions, 
testifying  to  the  declining  support  for 
capital  punishment.  On  January  3 Florida 
prosecutors  finally  dropped  all  charges 
against  Juan  Roberto  Melendez,  a man 
who  spent  18  years  on  death  row.  In 
December.  Melendez’  conviction  was 
overturned  on  grounds  that  prosecutors 
had  withheld  critical  evidence — four 
confessions  made  by  the  actual  killer! 

In  her  talk.  West  quotes  from  speeches 
by  International  Labor  Defense  secretary 
and  founder  James  P.  Cannon  as  the  slate 
geared  up  to  execute  Sacco  and  Vanzetti 
in  1927.  When  the  mass  movement  for 
these  two  anarchist  workers  was  faced 
with  rumors  that  the  death  sentence 
continued  on  page  5 
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Jobs  Slashed,  Welfare  Axed,  Immigrants  Targeted 


Bloomberg  News 


EMPLOYEE 

ENTRANCE 


“National  Unity 


m 


Keating/NY 


Bosses  Profit,  Workers  Pay 


Expropriate  the  Bourgeoisie— 
For  a Workers  Party! 

For  a Workers  Government! 


Auto  worker  leaves  Ford  plant  after  company  announced  20,000  North  American  job 
cuts.  Hotel  workers  who  lost  jobs  when  Marriott  World  Trade  Center  was  destroyed 
protest  company’s  refusal  to  rehire  them,  January  16. 


The  political  parties  of  American 
capitalism — Republicans  and  Demo- 
crats— seized  on  the  killing  of  thou- 
sands of  innocent  people  in  the 
World  Trade  Center  in  order  to  rein- 
force their  own  class  rule.  Since 
September  11,  the  population  has 
been  bombarded  with  flag-waving 
propaganda  proclaiming.  "United 
We  Stand.”  But  what  unity  is  there 
between  those  who  stand  outside 
soup  kitchens  hoping  for  some 
scraps  for  themselves  and  their  chil- 
dren— or  who  may  be  a paycheck 
away  from  that  fate — and  the  capi- 
talists who  ostentatiously  gorge  on  the 
wealth  gleaned  from  the  misery  of  the 
masses? 

Some  800,000  jobs  were  axed  in  Octo- 
ber and  November,  coming  on  lop  of  the 
1.5  million  people  thrown  out  of  work 
in  the  previous  year.  Now  Ford  has 
announced  20,000  more  job  cuts.  And 
the  postal  bosses  who  forced  workers  to 
stay  on  the  job  with  no  protection  from 
anthrax  infection,  callously  allowing  sev- 
eral to  die,  are  threatening  to  lay  off 
15.000  workers.  As  the  unemployment 
rolls  swell,  three  in  five  workers  who 
apply  for  unemployment  insurance  are 
rejected  because  they  have  been  buffeted 
from  one  transitory  McJob  to  another. 
This  has  all  coincided  with  the  “end  of 
welfare  as  we  know  it.”  to  use  the  words 
of  former  Democratic  president  Bill 
Clinton,  as  the  five-year  limit  imposed 
under  his  1996  law  kicked  in. 

In  New  York  City,  many  forced  to 
slave  in  "workfare”  schemes  in  transit 


and  the  parks  are  now  faced  with  having 
neither  their  meager  welfare  payments 
nor  the  full-time  jobs  they  had  been 
promised.  Today,  1.5  million  people  in 
New  York  City  alone  rely  on  charity  food 
pantries  in  order  to  eat,  And.  in  every 
major  city  across  the  country,  the  ranks 
of  the  homeless  are  burgeoning. 

The  overlay  to  all  of  this  has  been  a 
dramatic  intensification  of  slate  repres- 
sion, as  the  government  uses  its  "war  on 
terrorism”  to  push  through  laws  marking 
a qualitative  diminution  of  democratic 
rights.  In  the  wake  of  the  racist  roundup 
and  detention  of  hundreds  of  people  of 
Near  Eastern  origin,  a former  Justice 
Department  official  declared,  "Profiling 
is  not  a four-letter  word."  While  the  gov- 
ernment took  first  aim  at  immigrants,  the 
purpose  of  the  “anti-terror”  drive  is  to 
sanction  police  intimidation,  harassment 
and  terror  in  the  ghettos  and  barrios.  This 
month,  the  New  Jersey  stale  troopers 
who  fired  a barrage  of  bullets  into  a van 


carrying  four  unarmed  black  and  His- 
panic youth  four  years  ago — triggering 
mass  outrage  over  “racial  profiling" — 
walked  out  of  a courtroom  without  even  a 
probationary  sentence. 

The  Enron  “Scandal" 

Thousands  of  Enron  workers  have  just 
seen  their  jobs,  life  savings  and  pensions 
disappear  into  a sinkhole  while  a handful 
of  top  executives  amassed  a cool  $1.1 
billion  in  the  18  months  before  Enron 
collapsed  by  selling  off  shares  that  their 
employees  were  forced  to  retain.  The 
collapse  of  the  Houston-based  conglom- 
erate is  a filling  coda  to  the  lucre-grab- 
bing orgy  of  the  late  1990s.  Enron  was  at 
the  cutting  edge  of  the  deregulation 
frenzy  that  was  a hallmark  of  the  ‘90s 
boom,  seeing  its  profits  multiply  three- 
or  four-fold  during  the  California  energy 
fiasco. 

But  what  has  made  Enron  into  a scan- 
dal is  that  this  gang  of  corrupt  capitalists 


seemed  to  have  a corporate  subsid- 
iary in  the  White  House.  The  pres- 
ident is  a bosom  buddy  of  Enron 
CEO  Kenneth  Lay.  and  "Kenny 
Boy"  virtually  scripted  Bush’s  state- 
ments on  energy  deregulation;  Vice 
President  Cheney  effectively  served 
as  the  company’s  emissary  in  strong- 
arming  India  to  accept  an  Enron  deal; 
and  the  wife  of  leading  Senate  Re- 
publican Phil  Gramm  was  on  the  cor- 
porate board  of  directors.  Arrogantly 
dismissing  the  plight  of  those  victim- 
ized by  the  Enron  collapse.  Treasury 
Secretary  Paul  O’Neill  blithely  de- 
claimed. "Companies  come  and  go.  Part 
of  the  genius  of  capitalism  is  people  get 
to  make  good  decisions,  or  bad  decisions, 
and  they  get  to  pay  the  consequence  or  to 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  decisions.” 
Touting  this  flagrant  rip-off  as  evi- 
dence of  the  "genius  of  capitalism”  is 
hardly  designed  to  enhance  public  confi- 
dence in  big  business.  Liberal  Paul  Krug- 
man  titled  a column  in  the  Nesv  York 
Times  (15  January)  on  the  Enron  debacle 
"Crony  Capitalism,  U S. A.”  and  noted  in 
a subsequent  article  (18  January).  "It’s 
not  just  a matter  of  the  utter  unfairness  of 
it  all — employees  lose  their  life  savings 
while  crooked  executives  walk  away  rich. 
It’s  also  a matter  of  what  it  takes  to  make 
capitalism  work.”  It  is  indeed  a problem 
for  the  ruling  class  to  have  its  government 
so  openly  identified  with  the  rich  grinding 
their  heels  in  the  faces  of  those  they 
exploit.  But  what  makes  "capitalism 
work”  is  the  exploitation  of  the  working 
continued  on  page  4 


Unions  Protest  Murder  of  Catholic  Postal  Worker 

Northern  Ireland:  Imperialist 
“Peace”  Fraud 
Fuels  Loyalist  Terror 

See  Page  3 


From  Korea  Through  the  Vietnam  War 


The  U.S.  Left  and  the 
“American  Century” 

Part  One:  Liberalism  and  the  Crisis 
of  American  Stalinism 


See  Page  6 


Letter 


On  the  Waterfront 

Marxism  vs. 

Trade  Union  Opportunism 


We  print  the  following  letter  as  we 
received  it  by  e-mail.  Originally  dated  19 
November  2001.  the  letter  was  resent 
with  one  sentence  slightly  reworded. 

Dec.  25.  2001 

To  the  editor  of  Workers  Vanguard: 

In  your  front  page  article  "No  to 
Bosses*  “National  Unity"!  For  Class 
Struggle  at  Home!  (WV  No.  768.  9 No- 
vember 2001)  you  fraudulently  claim  to 
be  fighting  “on  the  ground",  i.e.  within 
the  trade  unions  for  a revolutionary  inter- 
nationalist perspective.  Your  sole  exam- 
ple is  a ’‘rally"  at  ILWU  Local  10  in 
defense  of  the  Charleston  5.  First  of  all.  it 


was  not  a mass  rally  of  longshore  work- 
ers as  some  readers  of  WV  might  mis- 
takenly imagine.  Rather  it  was  a small 
public  forum  at  Local  10  that  was  unfor- 
tunately attended  by  only  50  people,  half 
of  whom  were  longshoremen.  Appar- 
ently, Ken  Riley,  president  of  the  Charles- 
ton longshore  union,  who  was  initially 
scheduled  to  speak  was  unable  to  attend, 
which  may  in  part  account  for  the  low 
turnout.  If  the  SL  had  any  influence  in 
the  longshore  union,  it  was  used  to  dis- 
courage a couple  of  members  from  attend- 
ing the  forum. 

As  chair  of  the  meeting,  I called  on 
the  SL  supporter  who  uninspiringly  read 


For  the  Communism  of  Lenin, 

Liebknecht  and  Luxemburg! 

Upholding  commitnist  tradition,  we  honor 
this  month  Bolshevik  leader  V.  1.  Lenin,  who 
died  in  January  1924.  and  Karl  Liebknecht 
and  Rosa  Luxemburg,  founding  leaders  of 
the  German  Communist  Party  who  were 
assassinated  in  January  1919.  The  following 
appreciation  of  Lenin  is  excerpted  from  one 
of  a series  of  articles  honoring  the  "Three 
L's"  published  by  the  Trotskyist  Communist 
League  of  America  in  January  1930. 

Foremost  in  Lenin  was  his  unswerving  confidence  in  the  victory  of  the  proletariat, 
organized  and  led  by  its  most  conscious  and  determined  section,  the  revolutionary 
party.  For  more  than  twenty  years  he  devoted  himself  to  the  formation,  clarification 
and  strengthening  of  the  principal  arm  of  the  Russian  working  class,  the  Bolshevik 
Party.  He  persistently  pointed  out  that  the  working  class  as  grouped  together  by  capital- 
ist production,  without  organization,  or  even  with  the  elementary  organization  of  trade 
unions,  cooperative  groups,  etc.  could  carry  on  a defensive  struggle  against  the  daily 
encroachments  of  the  capitalist  class,  but  never  the  successful  struggle  for  power.  It 
was  a cardinal  point  in  his  work,  tested  and  proved  in  life  in  1917,  that  only  by  possess- 
ing an  organized  political  vanguard,  a party  embracing  the  most  active,  devoted  and 
clearest  elements  of  the  class,  embodying  and  crystallizing  all  the  experiences  of  the 
struggle,  serving  as  a guide  and  leader,  could  the  working  class  rise  to  the  position  of 
the  ruling  class  and  free  itself  from  exploitation.  With  Lenin,  the  revolutionary  proletar- 
ian party  was  the  only  door  through  which  the  working  class  might  enter  the  realm  of 
power  and  maintain  itself  there.... 

The  essence  of  Leninism  is  the  application  of  the  teachings  of  Marx  and  Engels  to 
the  period  of  imperialism  and  proletarian  revolutions.  The  theories  of  Lenin  are  just  as 
little  “Russian”  as  those  of  Marx  were  "German.”  The  favorite  argument  of  the  social 
reformists  and  revisionists  in  past  decades — and  even  now — has  been  that  while  Marx- 
ism might  be  applicable  to  Europe,  or  to  Europe  of  the  last  century;  it  did  not  apply  to 
the  United  States,  for  example,  or  to  Europe  today.  The  argument  of  all  national  and 
social  reformists  today,  of  those  to  whom  the  name  of  socialist  or  revolutionary  still 
applies  only  because  of  past  associations,  is  that  Leninism  might  be  suitable  for  “back- 
ward Russia”  but  that  it  does  not  apply  to  highly  developed  industrial  countries.... 

The  man  who  stands  out  in  his  work  is  not  so  much  Lenin  the  Russian  Bolshevik,  but 
Lenin  the  international  revolutionist  who  led  the  Left  wing  in  the  Second  International, 
who  laid  the  foundation  stone  for  the  Third,  who  poured  out  his  vitriolic  denunciation 
upon  the  heads  of  traitors  who  gave  lip-service  to  “internationalism”  and  sent  their  fol- 
lowers into  the  trenches  in  order  to  defend  their  “national  interests”;  Lenin  the  interna- 
tionalist. who  considered  the  Russian  revolution  as  a temporary  outpost  of  the  world’s 
working  class,  a fortress  to  be  defended  at  all  costs  until  the  workers  of  other  countries 
could  save  it  for  socialism  by  overthrowing  their  own  bourgeoisie. 

— “Leninism  Lives!”  {Militant,  25  January  1930) 
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from  a prepared  text.  It  is  unimaginable 
why  those  who  claim  to  fight  for  revo- 
lutionary politics  "on  the  ground"  can’t 
think  on  their  feel.  1 notified  her  when 
her  alloled  three  minutes  were  up.  but 
allowed  her  another  minute  extension  to 
finish  reading. 

Being  “on  the  ground"  of  the  class 
-Struggle  means  not  shirking  one’s  prole- 
tarian duty  even  in  the  face  of  capitalist 
repression.  ILWU  expressed  solidarity 
with  the  embattled  Charleston  longshore 
unions  early  on  by  sending  a financial 
contribution  and  two  representatives  to 
join  them  on  the  picket  line.  1 was  one  of 
them.  SL  supporter  Gene  Herson  showed 
up  in  Charleston  to  give  a check  and 
make  "solidarity”  remarks  to  some  mem- 
bers at  the  union  hall.  When  the  Nordana 
ship  appeared  the  next  day.  he  conspicu- 
ously disappeared  into  thin  air  and  was 
nowhere  to  be  seen  when  the  picket- 
ing resumed  despite  the  massive  police 
mobilization.  Was  this  another  example 
of  Spartacist  League/ICL  abstentionism 
like  instructing  your  then-trade  union 
supporters  in  Brazil  to  “pull  their  hands 
from  the  boiling  water”  of  the  struggle  to 
keep  police  out  of  their  union  as  you  did 
a few  years  ago? 

This  is  consistent  with  your  refu- 
sal to  march  in  the  25.000-strong  April 
1999  San  Francisco  mobilization  for 
Mumia  which  occurred  simultaneously 
with  a coastwide  longshore  union  shut- 
down of  all  U.S.  pons  from  Mexico  to 
Canada.  Your  initial  reporting  disparaged 
this  racially-integrated  industrial  action, 
like  PMA,  the  employers’  association, 
although  your  more  recent  articles  have 
admitted  that  this  was  a step  in  the  right 
direction — without  mentioning  that  this 
is  a change  in  your  line. 

All  of  this  smacks  of  your  sectarianism 
and  abstentionism  in  the  now-historic 
1984  San  Francisco  longshore  anti- 
apartheid  action.  First  you  opposed  the 
1 1 -day  action,  then  in  midstream  changed 
course  and  gave  it  critical  support 
from  the  sidelines  without  ever  joining 
the  union-supported  picket  line  and.  of 
course,  never  acknowledging  your  scan- 
dalous aboulface.  Given  your  record  is 
there  any  wonder  why  longshore  workers 
would  say  that  SL  stands  for  "sidelines"'? 

Finally,  in  the  midst  of  the  present  war 
hysteria,  revolutionary  Marxists  don’t 
convince  workers  to  break  the  chains  of 
capital’s  “national  unity”  by  uncritically 
quoting  black  Democrat  Jesse  Jackson, 
Jr.’s  patriotic  remarks  about  (he  terrorist 
attacks.  Rather  yours  is  the  centrist 
method  of  social  chauvinist  opportunism 


looking  for  cover  in  the  heat  of  an  inten- 
sifying capitalist  repression. 

Jack  Heyman 

WV  replies:  Jack  Heyman’s  open  hos- 
tility toward  the  Spartacist  League  and 
our  spokesman  at  the  support  rally  for 
the  Charle.slon  Five  held  at  the  Interna- 
tional Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union 
(ILWU)  Local  10  hall  in  San  Francisco 
last  October  10  may  come  as  a surprise 
to  some  of  the  many  longshoremen  who 
attended  that  rally  and  who  applauded 
our  spokesman  following  her  remarks 
from  the  floor.  They  also  slopped  Hey- 
man, who  was  chairing  the  meeting, 
from  cutting  her  off.  Heyman’s  letter 
does  everything  possible  to  disparage  her 
intervention,  and  for  that  matter  the  rally 
itself,  which  he  considers  too  small  to 
have  been  important.  However,  what  he 
doesn’t  do — and  this  is  very  revealing — 
is  say  one  single  word  about  the  content 
of  her  speech. 

Against  the  union  officials'  talk  at  the 
meeting  of  “going  to  the  polls”  to  vote 
Democrat,  our  spokesman  clearly  advo- 
cated a political  fight  within  the  unions  to 
forge  a new.  class-struggle  leadership, 
against  the  existing  labor  bureaucrats 
who  deceive  American  workers  and  black 
people  by  pushing  the  illusion  that  the 
capitalist  Democratic  Parly  defends  the 
interests  of  labor  and  minorities.  She 
argued  for  the  political  independence  of 
the  working  class  from  all  capitalist  par- 
ties and  institutions  and  for  building  a 
workers  parly,  a party  capable  of  leading 
the  working  class  in  the  fight  to  throw  out 
the  capitalist  order  of  exploitation  and 
racism  and  to  create  a new  socialist  soci- 
ety, where  those  who  labor  rule. 

For  the  Spartacist  League,  this  is  a per- 
spective of  bringing  revolutionary  con- 
sciousness to  the  working  class,  which  is 
necessary  if  the  working  class  is  to  free 
itself  from  capitalist  exploitation,  wage 
slavery  and  racism.  For  Heyman,  who 
long  ago  offered  up  his  services  to  the 
pro-capitalist  labor  bureaucracy,  leader- 
ship means  making  occasional  “progres- 
sive” noises  while  helping  the  labor  fak- 
ers keep  the  workers  firmly  within  the 
bounds  of  the  capitalist  system.  For  him. 
to  become  an  officer  of  (he  union  is  more 
important  than  making  a political  fight 
within  the  unions  against  the  misleaders 
who  lie  labor  to  the  class  enemy  through 
the  Democratic  Party. 

The  Local  10  rally  in  San  Francisco 
included  a showing  of  video  excerpts 
of  the  9 June  2001  march  in  Columbia. 

continued  on  page  9 
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Several  thousand 
turned  out  for  June 
2001  labor  protest 
in  Columbia,  South 
Carolina  in  defense 
of  Charleston  Five, 
longshoremen 
victimized  for 
defense  of  their 
union  against 
January  2000  police 
assault  (below). 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Unions  Protest  Murder  of  Catholic  Postal  Worker 


Northern  Ireland:  Imperialist  “Peace’’ 
Fraud  Fuels  Loyalist  Terror 


Faith/PA  Hugh  Russell/lrish  News 

Postal  workers  at  funeral  for  Catholic  co-worker  Daniel  McColgan,  whose  assassination  by  Loyalist  paramilitaries  sparked  five-day  postal  strike.  Right:  Postal 
workers  union  contingent  at  January  18  Belfast  protest. 


British  Troops  Out  Now! 

o 


DUBLIN,  January  19 — The  killing  of 
20-year-old  Catholic  postal  worker  Dan- 
iel McColgan  by  Protestant  Loyalist 
paramilitaries  in  Belfast  has  provoked 
a rare  display  of  united  protest  action 
by  Catholic  and  Protestant  workers  in 
Northern  Ireland.  McColgan's  murder  by 
the  Ulster  Defence  Association  (UDA) 
as  he  arrived  at  work  in  the  early  morn- 
ing of  January  12  is  the  latest  incident 
in  a dramatic  upsurge  of  Loyalist  ter- 
ror against  Catholics  in  the  context  of 
the  imperialist-imposed  “peace  process.” 
The  Red  Hand  Defenders,  a cover  name 
often  used  by  the  UDA.  subsequently 
threatened  to  kill  Catholics  working  in 
Protestant  areas  including  postal  work- 
ers. teachers  and  transit  workers. 

When  they  heard  about  McColgan's 
murder,  postal  workers  organised  by  the 
Communication  Workers  Union  (CWU) 
walked  off  the  job  across  Northern 
Ireland,  refusing  to  return  to  work  for 
five  days  in  response  to  the  threats 
against  Catholic  workers.  Trade  unions 
representing  both  Catholic  and  Protes- 
tant workers  condemned  the  murder  and 
threats.  Yesterday,  the  Irish  Congress 
of  Trade  Unions  (ICTU)  called  a half- 
day public  sector  strike  against  sectarian 
attacks  and  organised  mass  rallies  in  Bel- 
fast. Derry  and  several  other  cities. 

Upwards  of  15.000  attended  the  rally 
in  Belfast  and  thousands  more  demon- 
strated elsewhere.  Trade-union  contin- 
gents included  the  CWU.  NASUWT  and 
INTO  teachers  unions.  National  Union 
of  Journalists,  AMICUS  (rail,  aerospace 
and  other  workers),  UNISON  (hospital 


and  school  workers)  and  Northern  Ireland 
Public  Servants  Association.  The  rally 
represented  a broad  swathe  of  Northern 
Irish  society.  Protestant  and  Catholic,  old 
and  young,  men  and  women  showed  up 
to  express  their  revulsion  at  the  murder 
of  McColgan  and  the  upsurge  in  anti- 
Catholic  terror. 

The  proletarian  responses  to  the  Loyal- 
ist murder  campaign  showed  that  it  is 
the  integrated  working  class  that  has  both 
the  interest  in  combating  sectarian  terror 
and  the  social  power  to  do  so.  However, 
the  pro-capitalist  trade-union  bureaucrats 
worked  to  divert  the  justified  outrage  of 
the  workers  into  support  for  the  impe- 
rialist “peace”  fraud,  which  has  in  fact 
resulted  in  an  escalation  of  anti-Catholic 
violence.  The  bureaucrats  also  lied  work- 
ers to  their  own  capitalist  exploiters.  The 
ICTU  sought  and  received  the  endorse- 
ment of  the  rallies  from  the  bosses  asso- 
ciation. the  CBI,  and  the  British  impe- 
rialist Secretary  of  State  for  Northern 
Ireland.  John  Reid. 

Obscenely,  the  Belfast  rally  was 
addressed  by  Northern  Ireland  First  Min- 
ister David  Trimble  of  the  Ulster  Union- 
ist Party  (UUP).  David  Ervine  of  the 
Progressive  Unionist  Party  (PUP),  which 
is  a front  for  the  notorious  anti-Caiholic 
Ulster  Volunteer  Force  (UVF),  was  also 
present.  While  embracing  the  likes  of 


Trimble.  Ervine  and  the  murderous  Brit- 
ish imperialist  state,  the  ICTU  organisers 
emphasised  that  “militant  Republicans” 
were  not  welcome  at  the  rallies,  though 
Education  Minister  Marlin  McGuinness 
of  Sinn  Fein,  which  supports  the  “peace 
process.”  was  there.  ICTU  Assistant 
General  Secretary  Peter  Bunting  called 
“on  all  paramilitary  groups  to  dissolve.” 
but  predictably  said  not  a word  against 
the  anti-Caiholic  killers  of  the  British 
army  and  the  Royal  Ulster  Constabulary 
(RUC),  now  renamed  the  Police  Service 
of  Northern  Ireland  (PSNI).  The  ICTU 
bureaucrats  even  ensured  that  there  were 
no  pictures  at  the  rally  of  McColgan  or 
other  recent  victims  of  sectarian  terror. 

The  cla.ss  collaboration  pushed  by  the 
trade-union  tops  is  a deadly  danger  to  the 
working  class  and  an  obstacle  to  fight- 
ing against  Loyalist  terror.  Oppression  of 
the  Catholic  minority  in  Northern  Ireland 
is  the  very  foundation  of  the  Orange 
(Protestant-dominated)  statelet  and  is 
reinforced  by  British  imperialism.  Sec- 
tarianism serves  the  interests  of  the  capi- 
talist exploiters  by  keeping  the  working 
class  divided.  To  be  effective,  any  fight 
against  Loyalist  terror  must  confront  the 
capitalist  system  that  breeds  it  as  well 
as  the  slate  forces  which  back  the  Loyal- 
ists— the  British  Army  and  PSNI.  Key 
in  making  workers  conscious  of  this  fact 
and  in  breaking  them  from  illusions 
in  the  imperialist  “peace”  fraud  is  the 
intervention  of  revolutionary  proletarian 
internationalists. 

Comrades  from  the  Dublin  Spartacist 
Group  went  to  the  rally  in  Belfast  and  dis- 
tributed Workers  Vanguard  and  the  Spar- 
tacist League/Britain's  Workers  Hammer. 
The  workers  that  our  comrades  spoke 
to,  including  construction,  rail  and  post- 
al workers,  generally  saw-  the  imperial- 
ist “peace”  as  better  than — and  the  only 
alternative  to — a return  to  the  widespread 
communalist  violence  of  the  1970s  and 
’80s.  On  the  other  hand,  there  was  uni- 
versal acknowledgement  that  things  have 
recently  gotten  worse.  One  rail  worker 
noted  that  when  the  Good  Friday  Agree- 
ment was  signed  there  were  a lot  of  hopes 
that  things  would  get  better,  especially  for 
the  youth,  but  with  the  upsurge  in  sectar- 


ian attacks  he  was  thinking  that  his  teen- 
age son  should  leave  Northern  Ireland. 

Our  comrades  called  for  the  with- 
drawal of  the  British  Army;  one  con- 
struction worker  replied,  “They  should 
all  get  out.  what  we  need  is  a workers 
army!”  We  explained  our  perspective  of 
programmatically  based  workers  militias 
to  combat  Loyalist  thuggery  and  all  sec- 
tarian terror.  We  also  argued  that  a just 
solution  to  the  situation  in  Northern  Ire- 
land will  only  come  about  through  work- 
ers revolution  throughout  Ireland  and 
Britain. 

The  following  article  is  reprinted  from 
Workers  Hammer  No.  179  (Winter  2001- 
2002). 


Workers  Hammer^ 

The  1 1 September  attack  on  the  World 
Trade  Center  was  a gift  to  Tony  Blair 
in  several  ways,  not  least  that  the 
IRA  announced  on  23  October  that 
they  had  begun  to  decommission  their 
weapons.  The  British  government  claims 
to  be  waging  a "war  against  terrorism"  in 
the  interests  of  “democracy"  and  the 
"civilised  world”  against  religious  fanat- 
ics. Terrorism  anyone?  How  about  the 
terrorism  of  the  British  state,  such  as  the 
massive  bombing  of  Afghanistan,  and 
before  this  Serbia,  in  which  this  blood- 
thirsty Labour  government  took  centre 
stage?  What  about  British  imperialism’s 
domination  of  Ireland,  which  lasted  for 
centuries  and  created  a militarised  garri- 
son state  in  the  North  where  the  facade 
of  democracy  was  never  much  in  evi- 
dence and  where  no  one  had  any  reason 
to  believe  in  such  myths  as  “unarmed 
Bobbies.”  As  for  religious  zealots,  there 
are  very  few  Muslims  in  Northern  Ire- 
land but  British  rule  there  rests  on  col- 
laboration with  a gang  of  cra/ed  funda- 
mentalist Protestant  bigots. 

We  said  in  1993  that  "Any  imperiali.st 
'deal’  will  be  bloody  and  brutal  and  will 
necessarily  be  at  the  expense  of  the 
oppressed  Catholic  minority.  And  it 
would  not  do  any  good  for  working-class 
Protestants  either”  {Workers  Hammer 
No.  138.  November/December  1993). 
This  has  been  borne  out:  Loyalist 
violence  against  Catholics  has  contin- 
ued. firebombings  and  pipebombings  are 
commonplace.  There  were  220  Loyalist 
continued  on  page  10 


Paul  McEriane 


September  2001;  Catholic  families  in  Belfast  faced  Loyalist  blockade  and 
police  lines  while  trying  to  take  children  to  school. 
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Spartacist  contingent 
at  February  2000 
protest  against 
acquittal  of 
NYPO  killers  of 
African  immigrant 
Amadou  Diallo. 


Bosses  Profit, 
Workers  Pay... 

(continued  from  page  I) 
class  from  whose  labor  the  capitalists 
derive  their  profits.  Mass  unemployment 
and  recurrent  crises — as  well  as  episodic 
swindles  and  financial  chicanery — are 
endemic  to  capitalism.  When  the  capital- 
ists can  no  longer  secure  a desirable  rale 
of  profit  from  increased  production,  they 
slash  production — and  jobs — and  boom 
turns  to  bust. 

Moreover,  while  much  is  made  of 
the  connections  between  the  Republican 
White  House  and  Enron  (which  also 
doled  out  money  to  Democratic  candi- 
dates). the  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  the 
capitalist  slate  is  not  some  kind  of  “neu- 
tral" agency  that  somehow  represents  the 
"will  of  the  people.”  Rather,  in  the  words 
of  Karl  Marx.  “The  executive  of  the  mod- 
ern State  Is  but  a committee  for  managing 
the  common  affairs  of  the  whole  bour- 
geoisie.” And  these  affairs  are  equally 
represented  by  the  other  party  of  Ameri- 
can capitalism — the  Democrats. 

Break  with  the  Democrats— 
Build  a Workers  Party! 

In  an  interview  with  the  Los  Angeles 
Times  (9  December  2001),  AFL-CIO 
president  John  Sweeney  boasted,  "We 
supported  the  president  and  his  admin- 
istration in  the  war  on  terrorism  from 
the  very  first  day.”  He  then  went  on  to 
complain  that  “the  people  who  are  suffer- 
ing the  most — the  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  laid-off  workers — have  not  had  their 
issues  of  unemployment  insurance  and 


health-care  coverage  addressed,”  while 
promoting  the  Democrats  for  “trying  their 
damnedest  to  get  worker  protections.” 

As  Leon  Trotsky,  co-leader  with  V.  I. 
Lenin  of  the  1917  Russian  Revolution, 
observed.  “The  labor  bureaucrats  do 
their  level  best  in  words  and  deeds  to 
demonstrate  to  the  ‘democratic’  state 
how  reliable  and  indispensable  they  are 
in  peacetime  and  especially  in  time  of 
war”  (“Trade  Unions  in  the  Epoch  of 
Imperialist  Decay”  [1940]).  Supporting 
Bush’s  war  against  Afghanistan,  at  home 
these  labor  lieutenants  of  the  capitalist 
class  serve  to  police  the  unions  and 


channel  the  workers’  anger  into  Demo- 
cratic Party  bourgeois  electoralism. 

In  New  York  City,  the  municipal  labor 
tops  banked  on  getting  a Democrat 
elected  mayor  and  kept  their  members 
working  without  a contract,  in  some  cases 
for  up  to  two  years.  Now,  with  a recession 
and  another  Republican  in  City  Hall, 


the  United  Federation  of  Teachers  has 
dropped  its  earlier  demand  for  a 23  per- 
cent pay  raise  and  sent  a letter  to  its  mem- 
bership saying  it  will  merely  try  to  “eke 
out  more”  than  Giuliani’s  original  offer  of 
8 percent  over  two  years. 

The  Democrats  Sweeney  praises  for 
doing  their  “damnedest”  for  working 
people  oversaw  the  "welfare  reform”  that 
has  condemned  millions  to  homelessness 
and  hunger  and  pushed  through  a series 
of  attacks  on  immigrants  and  civil  lib- 
erties that  paved  the  way  for  the  Bush 
administration’s  repressive  legislation. 
That  the  union  tops  continue  to  be  able 


to  sell  the  Democrats  as  the  “friends”  of 
labor  and  blacks  is  simply  a statement  of 
how  openly  vicious  and  pro-big  business 
the  Republicans  are. 

Commenting  on  the  huge  and  grow- 
ing chasm  between  rich  and  poor  in  the 
U.S. — the  widest  in  the  industrialized 
world — Paul  Krugman  noted,  “You  might 
have  expected  the  concentration  of  in- 
come at  the  top  to  provoke  populist 
demands  to  soak  the  rich.  But. ..the 
Democrats  haven’t  moved  left,  the  Re- 
publicans have  moved  right”  {New  York 
Times,  4 January).  At  the  same  lime, 
fearful  that  the  glaring  inequality  could 
spark  social  conflagration,  the  Demo- 
crats and  Republicans  have  joined  in 
vastly  increasing  the  powers  of  stale 
repression. 

The  boom  of  the  last  decade,  with  its 
free-wheeling  profit-gouging,  was  hailed 
as  definitive  proof  of  the  superiority  of 
the  capitalist  "free  market”  and  the  “fail- 
ure of  Marxism.”  Emboldened  by  capi- 
talist counterrevolution  in  the  Soviet 
Union  and  East  Europe,  the  American 
imperialists  have  perpetrated  one  mil- 
itary adventure  after  another  against 
defenseless  peoples  abroad  and  ridden 
roughshod  over  workers  and  minorities 
in  the  U.S.  The  utter  decline  in  the  living 


.standards  of  working  people  not  only  in 
the  Third  World  but  in  the  U.S.,  far  from 
repudiating  Marxism,  thoroughly  con- 
firms the  statement  in  the  Communist 
Manifesto: 

‘The  modem  labourer,  on  the  contrar). 
instead  of  rising  with  the  progress  of 
industry,  sinks  deeper  and  deeper  below 
(he  conditions  of  existence  of  his  own 
class.  He  becomes  a pauper,  and  pauper- 
ism develops  more  rapidly  than  popula- 
tion and  wealth." 

Writing  at  the  height  of  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt's  “New  Deal” — the  heyday  of 
Democratic  Party  liberalism,  when  a 
variety  of  social  programs  were  first 
enacted — Leon  Trotsky  noted  in  “Ninety 
Years  of  the  Communist  Manifesto" 
(October  1937).  "Even  the  development 
of  the  mightiest  capitalism  in  the  world, 
namely.  U.S.  capitalism,  has  transformed 
millions  of  workers  into  paupers  who  are 
maintained  at  the  expense  of  federal, 
municipal,  or  private  charity.” 

Reformists  like  the  International 
Socialist  Organization,  which  at  bottom 
shares  the  New  Deal  Democratic  Party 
liberal  politics  espoused  by  Krugman. 
routinely  present  wish  lists  calling  for 
massive  government  spending  for  pro- 
grams beneficial  to  the  working  people. 
What  they  don’t  tell  you  is  that  to  get 
things  like  decent  affordable  housing, 
free  medical  care  and  decent-paying  jobs 
for  all.  you  first  have  to  break  the  power 
of  the  bourgeoisie.  For  that  you  need  to 
build  a workers  party,  one  that  doesn’t 
“respect”  the  property  rights  of  the  bour- 
geoisie, a party  that  says  to  the  exploited 
and  oppressed:  We  want  more,  we  want 
all  of  it.  it  ought  to  be  ours,  so  take  it! 
And  that  can’t  happen  without  a socialLst 
revolution  that  smashes  the  bourgeois 
stale  and  replaces  it  with  a workers  state 
It’s  a political  question  at  bottom.  You 
can  solve  a lot  of  problems  with  money 
— make  life  livable  for  blacks,  Hispanics. 
the  jobless,  the  homeless,  welfare  moth- 
ers. etc.  And  we  communists  intend  to  do 
so.  When  the  working  people  have  the 
wealth  of  this  country,  we  will  begin  to 
build  a planned,  socialist  economy  on  an 
international  .scale.  Then  we  can  right 
some  historical  crimes  and  pay  off  some 
debts  left  over  by  our  rulers  to  those 
countries  that  have  been  maimed  under 
the  bombs  and  missiles  of  U.S.  imperial- 
ism. As  for  “compensation”  to  the  people 
who  have  driven  the  United  States  to  ruin, 
we  can  offer  to  those  who  don’t  get  in  our 
way  that  they  will  live  to  see  their  grand- 
children prosper  in  a truly  humane  soci- 
ety. We  need  a workers  parly  to  grab  the 
wealth  of  America  before  the  bourgeoisie 
squanders  it  all.  Fight,  don't  starve — For 
class  war  in  America!  m 


Agins/NY  Times 

NYC:  Former  welfare  recipients  hired  last  year  by  Parks  Department  as  part  of 
cynical  “welfare  to  work”  scheme  now  face  layoffs. 


Black  History  Month  Forums 
Anti-Immigrant  Witchhunt — Deadly  Danger  to  Blacks,  Labor! 

U.S.  Imperialism  Abroad  Means 
Racist  Reaction  at  Home! 

Break  with  the  Democrats!  Build  a Revolutionary  Workers  Party! 
Black  Liberation  Through  Socialist  Revolution! 


NEW  YORK 


Saturday,  February  9,  2 p.m. 

Columbia  University 
1 16th  and  Broadway 
Room  to  be  announced 

For  more  information:  (212)  267-1025 


CHICAGO 


Saturday,  February  16,  4 p.m. 

University  of  Illinois 
750  S.  Halsted 
Room  509,  Circle  Center 

For  more  information:  (312)  454-4930 


Trotskyist  League/Ligue  trotskyste  Forums 

'‘AnthTerror”  Witchhunt  Targets  Immigrants,  Workers,  the  Left 

Labor  Must  Defend  Immigrant  Rights! 


TORONTO 


Saturday,  January  26,  7:30  p.m. 
Trinity-St.  Paul's  Centre 
427  Bloor  Street  West 
(west  of  Spadina) 

For  more  information.  (416)  593-4138 
or  e-mail  8partcan@on.aibn.com 


VANCOUVER 


Friday,  February  8,  7 p.m. 
Britannia  Community  Centre,  Rm.  L4 
1661  Napier  Street 
(off  Commercial  Drive) 

For  more  information:  (604)  667-0353 
or  e-mail  tllt@look.ca 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Young  Spartacus 


UCLA  Students  Protest 
Racist  Ideologues  for  U,S»  Imperialism 


Right-wing  demagogue  David  Horo- 
witz, notorious  apologist  for  American 
slavery,  was  recently  joined  in  his  “Battle 
for  America's  Youth”  by  the  equally  sin- 
ister Dinesh  D’Souza,  whose  motto  as 
one-time  editor  of  the  Darimouth  Review 
was  “Genocide  is  never  having  to  say 
you’re  sorry.”  A more  accurate  name  for 
this  affair  would  be  the  “Battle  to  Silence 
America's  Youth.”  On  January  14,  these 
two  racist  ideologues  descended  on  the 
UCLA  campus  in  a speaking  engage- 
ment to  whip  up  pro-war  patriotism  and 
advance  the  capitalist  rulers’  “anti-terror” 
crackdown  that  immediately  targets  for- 
eign students  and  immigrants  but  also  has 
black  people,  labor,  leftists  and  antiwar 
youth  squarely  in  its  cross  hairs. 

Much  to  the  chagrin  of  Horowitz  and 
D’Souza.  there  were  more  balloons  than 
supporters  at  their  outdoor  “Rally  for 
America,”  where  the  two  were  met  with 
scornful  Jeers  from  individual  students 
and  a defiant  protest  we  Marxists  of  the 
Spartacus  Youth  Club  initialed,  which 
was  later  accompanied  by  a sizable  contin- 
gent of  black  and  minority  students  orga- 
nized by  the  UCLA  African  Student  Union 
(ASU).  Our  united-front  call  was  issued 
around  the  slogans:  “Protest  David  Horo- 
witz and  Dinesh  D’Souza.  Racist  Ideo- 
logues of  U.S.  Imperialism!  U.S./UN/ 
NATO  Out  of  Afghanistan,  Central  Asia, 
the  Persian  Gulf,  and  the  Near  East!  Down 
With  the  Racist  Anti-Immigrant  Witch- 
hunt! Defend  Black  Rights!”  In  our  signs, 
chants  and  speeches,  we  sought  to  drive 
home  the  understanding  that  racist  reac- 
tion and  anti-immigrant  witchhunts  are. 
the  domestic  component  of  U.S.  imperi- 
alism’s wars  abroad. 

An  obviously  humiliated  Horowitz 
predictably  resorted  to  his  Big  Lie  smears 
and  slandered  us  Marxist  protesters  as 
"fascists.”  In  a whining  letter  to  the  UCLA 
Daily  Bruin  (17  January).  Horowitz  be- 
moans the  unfavorable  coverage  of  his 
right-wing  rally  and  ludicrously  claims 
that  the  SYC  “had  obviously  come  to  pre- 
vent anyone  from  hearing  what  Dinesh 
D’Souza  and  I had  to  say  ” In  fact,  the  aim 
of  Horowitz  and  D’Souza’s  speaking  lour 
is  to  intimidate  and  muzzle  all  anti-racist 
and  antiwar  voices  on  college  campuses. 
We  protested  these  apologists  for  racist 
reaction  and  slavery,  exposing  their 
attempts  to  provide  the  ideological  justi- 
fication for  racial  oppression  and  imperi- 
alist war.  It’s  not  our  problem  if  Horo- 
witz occasionally  choked  on  his  words 
when  hearing  such  chants  as  “Horowitz. 
D’Souza;  What  do  we  see?  Racist  tools  of 
the  bourgeoisie!”.  “Horowitz.  D’Souza; 
dogs  of  war!  Workers  revolution  is  what 
we're  for!”  and  “Black  rights,  immigrant 
rights — Same  struggle,  same  fight!” 

Our  spirited  demonstration  stands  in 
stark  contrast  to  the  conspicuous  inaction 
of  the  reformist  groups  Socialist  Action 
and  Spark  and  the  liberal  Student  Coali- 
tion Against  the  War  (SCAW) — backed 
by  the  fake  socialists  on  campus — which 
were  all  absent  that  day.  The  International 
Socialist  Organization  (ISO)  showed  up 
with  an  unsigned  flyer  but  never  even 
put  up  their  placards  and,  refusing  an 
invitation  to  join  with  and  speak  at  our 
demonstration,  quickly  moved  their  table 
closer  to  the  fringe  of  the  pro-Horowitz 
rally  with  its  huge  American  flag.  The 
"socialist”  anti-Communists  of  the  ISO 
preferred  to  peddle  their  wares  in  the 


shadow  of  Horowitz  rather  than  risk  any 
association  with  us  Marxists. 

Horowitz  expects  black  youth  to  act  as 
the  reformists  on  campus  did  and  silently 
tolerate  his  racist  provocations.  What 
really  enraged  him  was  the  sight  of  60 
or  more  black  students  who  marched 
through  the  plaza  and  protested  alongside 
our  demonstration,  holding  signs  saying 
“We  Owe  America  Nothing!”  and  “Edu- 
cation for  All!”  The  racist  pigs  Horowitz 
and  D’Souza  have  opined  that  slavery  left 
no  enduring  legacy  on  American  society 
and  that  racism  no  longer  exists  (except 
against  “Whitey”).  Last  spring,  Horowitz 
orchestrated  a national  ad  campaign  on 
college  campuses  that  attacked  repara- 
tions for  black  people  on  the'grotesque 
basis  that  slavery  actually  “created  wealth 
for  black  Americans.”  D'Souza  likewise 
is  a notorious  racist  bigot  who  derides 
blacks  as  “destructive  and  pathologi- 
cal.” blaming  poverty  among  blacks  and 
Latinos  on  “shocking  moral  behavior” 
and  the  lack  of  a “work  ethic.”  These  are 
revolting  lies!  America  is  a racist  hellhole 
for  black  people  and  other  minorities! 

While  opposing  the  racist  agenda  of 
Horowitz  and  D’Souza,  the  ASU  did  not 
endorse  our  united-front  call  and  instead 
held  its  own  rally  at  a more  remote  loca- 
tion before  marching  through  the  pro- 
Horowitz  rally  and  assembling  next  to  our 
protest  site.  In  calling  their  separate  dem- 
onstration. the  ASU  leadership  conscious- 
ly sought  to  disappear  any  opposition  to 
U.S.  imperialism’s  war  in  Afghanistan. 
The  ASU  refused  to  allow  us  a speaker  at 
their  rally  because  of  our  vocal  opposition 
to  U.S.  imperialism.  An  unsigned  flyer 
distributed  at  the  ASU  rally  characterized 
the  bombing  of  devastated  Afghanistan  as 
a fight  “for  the  protection  of  human  life.” 
This  is  a grotesque  alibi  for  racist  Ameri- 
can capitalism.  U.S.  imperialist  military 
mobilizations  are  always  accompanied  by 
domestic  repression,  particularly  targeting 
labor,  black  people  and  immigrants.  The 
fight  for  black  freedom  is  integrally  linked 
to  the  struggle  against  U.S.  imperialism. 

it’s  no  accident  that  Horowitz  and 
D’Souza  combine  racist  demagogy  with 
pro-imperialist  flag-waving  in  agitating 
for  stale  repression  against  any  and  all 
dissent  or  social  struggle.  The  two  have 
launched  a nco-McCarihyite  campaign  on 
the  campuses  to  brand  all  who  oppose 
U.S.  imperialism’s  war  on  Afghanistan  or 
the  bosses’  "national  unity”  front  at  home 
as  traitors.  Horowitz  pul  an  advertisement 
in  15  campus  newspapers  in  late  Septem- 


ber entitled  “An  Open  Letter  to  the  ’Anti- 
War’  Demonstrators:  Think  Twice  Before 
You  Bring  the  War  Home.”  in  which  he 
complains  that  during  the  Vietnam  War 
“this  country  was  too  tolerant  towards  the 
treason  of  its  enemies  within.” 

Horowitz  named  everyone  from  left 
liberals  like  Noam  Chomsky,  to  black 
Democrats  like  Barbara  Lee.  to  every 
single  antiwar  student  as  "The  Enemy 
Within...  A shameful  rosier  of  traitors, 
cowards,  defeatists  and  fifth-columnists 
flourishing  in  America’s  heartland.”  In 
going  after  academics  and  students, 
Horowitz  is  carrying  out  the  same  work 
as  the  sinister  American  Council  of  Trus- 
tees and  Alumni  (ACTA),  founded  by  the 
second  lady  of  U.S.  imperialism.  Lynne 
Cheney.  Two  months  ago,  ACTA  released 
a report  including  a blacklist  of  40  college 
professors  “short  on  patriotism.”  Their 
intent  is  a chilling  suppression  of  any 
campus  political  activity  that  isn’t  hand  in 
hand  with  “Big  Brother"  Ashcroft. 

Much  of  Horowitz’s  fire  is  directed  at 
liberals,  who  in  fact  think  peace  is  patriotic 
and  war  is  just  a bad  policy.  As  Marxists. 


we  understand  that  war  is  inherent  to  cap- 
italism. But  whoever  is  his  target  of  the 
moment.  Horowitz’s  talk  of  “treason”  is 
nothing  but  a thinly  veiled  justifica- 
tion for  government  repression  of  antiwar 
activism  and  comes  at  a time  when  immi- 
grants are  facing  government  persecution. 

Foreign  students  already  are  afraid 
to  attend  college  in  the  U.S.,  and  those 
already  here  live  in  fear  of  being  rounded 
up  and  held  for  "voluntary  questioning,” 
not  knowing  whether  they  will  join  more 
than  one  thousand  who  have  already  been 
rounded  up.  Over  200  campus  administra- 
tions have  handed  over  the  names  of  for- 
eign students  to  the  FBI  or  INS.  At  UCLA, 
students  of  Near  Eastern  and  Muslim  back- 
grounds. in  particular  those  associated  with 
the  Muslim  student  newspaper,  have  been 
targeted  as  objects  of  special  scrutiny. 

D’Souza  at  UCLA  denounced  protest- 
ers as  “homegrown  Taliban.”  This  takes 
some  chutzpah.  As  a former  Reagan  ad- 
ministration “policy  analyst,”  D’Souza 
would  certainly  know  something  about 
U.S.  imperialism  arming  and  bankrolling 
Islamic  reactionaries  in  Afghanistan.  Hor- 
owitz and  D’Souza  have  the  vile  distinc- 
tion of  being  apologists  for  slavery  on  two 
continents:  black  chattel  slavery  in  Amer- 
ica and  the  enslavement  of  women  in  Af- 
ghanistan. In  contrast  to  our  left  opponents 
who  cheered  the  anti-Soviet  crusade.'we 
said  in  1979:  "Hail  Red  Army  in  Afghani- 
stan! Extend  the  social  gains  of  the  Rus- 
sian Revolution  to  the  Afghan  peoples!” 

The  fight  against  racism,  poverty  and 
war  has  to  be  linked  to  the  struggle  against 
the  entire  capitalist  system.  We  seek  to  win 
radical  youth  to  the  understanding  that 
what  is  needed  is  a revolutionary  workers 
parly  that  champions  the  cause  of  all  the 
oppressed  in  the  fight  for  socialist  revolu- 
tion. It  is  by  joining  such  a struggle  that 
radical-minded  students  and  youth  can 
help  to  unify  the  working  class  to  over- 
throw this  whole  rotten  capitalist  system 
and  open  the  door  to  human  freedom.  ■ 
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. BOSTON 


Thursday,  6:30  p.m. 
January  31 ; 

Marxism:  A Guide  to  Action 
Boston  University 
College  of  Arts  and  Sciences 
725  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Room  information  and  readings: 
(617)  666-9453 


CHICAGO 


Alternate  Tuesdays,  6 p.m. 

February  5: 

The  Capitalist  State — An  Instrument 
of  Organized  Terror 

University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago 
Behavioral  Sciences  Bldg., 

1007  West  Harrison  Street 
Room  information  and  readings: 

(312)  563-0441 


LOS  ANGELES 


Alternate  Saturdays,  2 p.m. 
February  2; 

Economics  of  Communism  and  the 
Transition  Period 
3806  Beverly  Blvd..  Suite  215 
Information  and  readings:  (213)  380-8239 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Alternate  Tuesdays,  7 p.m. 
January  29: 

Marxism:  For  the  international 
Rule  of  the  Working  Class! 
Columbia  University  (ii6th  and  Broadway) 
Room  information  and  readings; 

(212)  267-1025 


TORONTO 


Wednesday,  5:30  p.m. 

January  30;  Live  From  Death  Row: 
This  is  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 
Video  showing  and  discussion 
York  University  Student  Ctr.  Room  307 
Information;  (416)  593-4138 
spartcan@on.aibn.com 


VANCOUVER 


Alternate  Wednesdays,  6 p.m. 
January  30: 

For  Unconditional  Military  Defense 
of  China  Against  Imperialism  and 
Internal  Counterrevolution! 
University  of  British  Columbia 
Student  Union  Bldg.,  Room  213 
Information  and  readings:  (604)687-0353 
tllt@look.ca 
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From  Korea  Through  the  Vietnam  War 


Cuban  Revolution,  the  Northern  black 
ghetto  rebellions  and.  above  all,  the  Viet- 
nam War. 

By  the  early  1970s,  the  most  seri- 
ous and  left-wing  elements  of  the  New 
Left  joined  or  formed  organizations 
which  claimed  to  be  or  claimed  to 
be  building  the  “Marxist-Leninist**  van- 
guard parly  of  the  American  proletar- 
iat. As  such,  they  went  into  factories 
and  engaged  in  trade-union  left  opposi- 
tional activity.  For  example,  there  were 
half  a dozen  or  more  different  "Marxist- 
Leninist”  groups  operating  in  the  Fre- 
mont General  Motors  plant  in  the  Bay 
Area  in  California  in  this  period.  One 
of  them  was  us.  If  you  want  a firsthand 
account,  talk  to  comrades  Joan  and 
Darlene. 

Another  reason  for  beginning  with  the 
Korean  War  period  is  that  the  develop- 
ment and  outlook  of  the  New  Left  was 
decisively  conditioned  by  the  collapse  of 
the  old  left  under  the  pressure  of  Cold 
War  anti-Communism.  In  the  mid  1950s, 
the  Communist  Party  (CP)  and  also  the 
Trotskyist  Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP) 
suffered  massive  rightward  defections. 
In  1953,  in  the  Cochran-Clarke  fight,  the 
SWP  lost  20  percent  of  its  members. 
In  1956-57,  the  CP  lost  three-quarters  of 
its  members.  Furthermore  these  losses 
were  heavily  concentrated  among  the  par- 
ties’ active  trade  unionists.  Workers  who 
when  they  were  younger  had  joined  the 
communist  movement  during  the  left- 
ward radicalization  of  the  1930s  or  during 


We  print  below  the  first  part  of  an  edu- 
cational on  the  American  left  given  over 
two  days  by  Spartadsi  League  Central 
Committee  member  Joseph  Seymour  to 
a gathering  of  Spartacus  Youth  Club 
members  and  youth  from  throughout  the 
International  Communist  League  in  New 
York  last  summer. 

Let  me  begin  by  asking  and  answering 
two  questions  which  may  have  occurred 
to  some  of  you.  Why  did  I want  to  give 
an  educational  on  this  particular  subject, 
the  history  of  the  American  left  from  the 
end  of  the  Korean  War  in  1953  through 
the  end  of  the  Vietnam  War  in  1975? 
And  why  this  particular  periodization? 

I’ll  address  the  second  question  first. 
This  period  corresponds  to  the  develop- 
ment of  a distinct  generation  of  American 
leftists,  one  whose  experience  and  corre- 
sponding outlook  was  quite  different 
from  the  preceding  generation  of  leftists 
whose  main  formative  experience  was 
the  mass  militant  labor  struggles  during 
the  Great  Depression  of  the  1930s.  In  the 
1960s.  young  leftist  radicals  called  them- 
selves the  New  Left  as  opposed  to  the 
“old  left,”  which  had  been  dominated 
byihe  pro-Moscow  Stalinist  Communist 
Party. 

What  I’ll  call  the  New  Left  generation, 
of  which  I’m  a member,  makes  up  a 
majority  of  the  present  SL  leadership  and 
cadre.  And  this  is  also  the  case  for  our 
left  opponents — the  International  Social- 
ist Organization,  Progressive  Labor  (PL), 
Workers  World  et  al. 

This  generation  of  future  leftist  radi- 
cals acquired  their  first  fragments  of 
political  consciousness  in  the  intensely 
anti-Communist  climate  of  the  post- 
Korean  War  period.  I first  started  reading 
the  newspaper  at  the  age  of  ten  in  1954. 
One  of  the  stories  I remember  reading 
was  about  the  execution  of  Julius  and 
Ethel  Rosenberg,  who  were  Jewish  Amer- 
ican Communists  convicted  of  betraying 
the  "secret”  of  the  atomic  bomb  to  Soviet 
Russia.  The  new  generation  of  young  lib- 
eral idealists  first  entered  the  political 
scene  during  the  Southern-centered  civil 
rights  movement  of  the  late  ’50s  and  early 
’60s.  During  the  ’60s  they  were  propelled 
leftward  by  the  combined  impact  of  the 


Part  One:  Liberalism  and  the  Crisis 
of  American  Stalinism 


World  War  II.  when  the  U.S.  was  allied 
with  Soviet  Russia  against  Nazi  Ger- 
many, now  left  it  en  masse. 

The  defections  of  the  mid  1950s  were 
also  concentrated  in  the  middle  genera- 
tion of  the  CP  and  SWP.  people  between 
their  mid  30s  and  late  50s.  A few  years 
later,  when  young  leftist  radicals  spoke 
disparagingly  of  the  old  left,  they  meant 
this  in  a biological  as  well  as  an  ideolog- 
ical sense.  In  1963,  1 was  briefly  in  the 
Progressive  Labor  youth  group,  and  I 
was  selling  Chinese  Maoist  pamphlets 
to  a CP  May  Day  rally.  Most  of  the  peo- 
ple who  bought  them  were  over  70.  Of 
course,  now  my  attitude  toward  70-year- 
old  communists  is  very  different — much 
less  disrespectful — than  when  I was  a 
brash  19-year-old. 

The  purging  and  self-purging  of  reds 
from  the  labor  movement  during  the 
first  decade  of  the  Cold  War  was  by 
far  the  single  most  important  nega- 
tive factor  shaping  the  outlook  of  what 
would  become  the  New  Left.  Because 
when  young  liberal  activists — black  and 
white — entered  the  political  scene  during 
the  civil  rights  movement,  they  encoun- 
tered a labor  movement  which  had  no 
significant  (or  even  insignificant)  left 
wing  that  shared  their  own  views  toward 
racial  oppression  and  Cold  War  mili- 
tarism. And  for  them,  these  were  the  key 
questions  of  the  day. 

All  wings  of  the  labor  bureaucra- 
cy were  militantly  anti-Communist  and 
staunch  anti-Soviet  Cold  Warriors.  All 
wings  defended  the  racist  status  quo  in 
the  North  and  only  paid  lip  service 
to  opposing  legalized  racial  segregation 
and  supporting  the  democratic  rights  of 
blacks  in  the  South.  The  head  of  the  AFL- 
CIO,  George  Meany,  was  directly  and 
personally  based  on  the  white  labor  aris- 
tocracy of  the  construction  trades,  in 
which  jobs  were  handed  down  from 
father  to  son  and  uncle  to  nephew.  And 
even  the  racially  integrated  industrial 
unions,  like  the  United  Auto  Workers 
(UAW),  were  pervaded  by  racist  prac- 
tices. For  example,  the  UAW  skilled 
trades  section  in  this  period  was  almost 
exclusively  white. 

Under  these  conditions,  there  devel- 
oped the  view  that  would  become  a cen- 
tral premise  of  New  Left  ideology:  the 
fundamental  division  within  American 
society  and  also  the  world  at  large  was 
that  of  race  and  not  class.  When  in  the 
late  ’60s  Stokely  Carmichael  expounded 
the  doctrine  of  “revolutionary”  black 
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Amid  Cold  War  witchhunt  in  1948,  union  chief  and  onetime  CP  supporter 
Mike  Quill  (center)  led  vicious  red  purge  of  Transport  Workers  Union. 


nationalism,  he  argued  in  effect  that  the 
interests  of  a black  steel  worker  in  the 
U.S.  were  fundamentally  closer  to  those 
of  a Brazilian  peasant  than  to  those  of  a 
white  steel  worker  in  the  U.S. 

The  absence  of  a visible  left  wing  of 
the  labor  movement  shaped  especially 
the  early  New  Left  in  another  important 
way.  The  only  left  critics  of  American 
society  which  liberal  youth  encountered 
or  knew  were  intellectuals.  Consider  a 
left-liberal  high  school  student  in  I960 
in  New  York  City  who  attended  a rally 
for  nuclear  disarmament — one  of  the 
main  fashionable  liberal  causes  of  the 
day.  He’s  addressed  by  the  head  of  the 
Physics  department  of  the  City  College 
of  New  York,  by  the  pastor  of  the  River- 
side Church,  by  the  nationally  known 
pediatrician  Dr.  Benjamin  Spock.  But  he 
is  not  addressed  by  a representative  of 
the  New  York  City  Central  Labor  Council 
or  one  of  the  major  NYC  unions. 

So  there  developed  the  view  that 
among  the  white  population  only  stu- 
dents and  other  intellectuals  could  be 
mobilized  as  a social  group  against  racial 
oppression  and  Cold  War  militarism.  In 
1966.  Isaac  Deutscher,  Trotsky’s  biogra- 
pher, who  considered  himself  an  old- 
fashioned  classical  Marxist,  loured  the 
U.S.,  speaking  at  Vietnam  antiwar  pro- 
tests and  other  left  events.  He  was  both 
surprised  and  disturbed  by  the  intellectual 
elitism  among  young  radicals  who  con- 
sidered themselves  opponents  of  Amer- 
ican capitalism  and  imperialism.  And 
at  the  Socialist  Scholars  Conference. 
Deutscher  lashed  out  at  his  audience: 

"Do  you  really  take  such  a contemptuous 
view  of  your  working  classes  that  you 
think  that  you  alone  are  so  sensitive  or 
so  noble  as  to  be  dissatisfied  with  this 
degrading  society  and  that  they  cannot 
find  it  in  themselves  to  be  dissatisfied? 
Do  you  really  believe  that  they  are  so 
much  more  prone,  and  by  nature  condi- 
tioned, to  be  corrupted  by  the  meretri- 
cious advantages  of  this  war-flourishing 
capitalism  than  you  are?" 

Much  of  the  audience  did  think  exactly 
that  at  that  time. 

A few  years  later  things  changed 
Many  of  these  same  people  went  into 
the  factories,  ran  for  union  office  and — 
lo  and  behold — they  became  workerisls. 
In  some  cases,  they  capitulated  to  the 
backward  prejudices  of  white  workers 
whom  they  had  previously  disdained  for 
having  those  prejudices.  (3uys  who  had  a 
PhD  in  classics,  who  could  read  Homer 
in  the  original  archaic  Greek,  talked  like 
Marlon  Brando  In  the  film  On  the  Water- 
front. You  know:  “Us  woikers  gotta  fight 
back  against  da  bosses.” 

A personal  anecdote  in  this  regard.  In 
1970-71,  we  did  an  entry  into  the  PL-led 
Students  for  a Democratic  Society  (SDS) 
after  the  original  broad  umbrella  SDS 
had  split.  For  a time  our  relations  with 
Progressive  Labor  were  not  that  bad — not 
hostile — because  we  helped  legitimize 
their  SDS  operation.  They  could  say. 
"SDS  is  not  a PL  front  group.  Look,  we 
even  have  counterrevolutionary  Trot- 
skyites  in  it.” 

One  of  the  heads  of  the  PL-SDS  frac- 
tion was  a guy  called  Bob  Leonhardt. 
who.  like  a lot  of  PL  male  honchos,  culti- 
vated this  Brandoesque  speaking  style — 
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Many  New  Left  radicals  later  turned  into 
liberal  activists.  David  Hilliard  (right),  former 
Black  Panther  Party  leader,  announces  his 
Democratic  Party  candidacy  for  Oakland  city 
council,  1999. 
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no  words  over  three  syllables.  I learned 
he  had  a PhD  in  classics.  Since  he  wasn’t 
a bad  guy,  one  day  I decided  to  play  a 
benign  trick  on  him.  I went  up  to  him 
and  said.  ’’Bob.  I heard  you  majored 
in  classics.  Which  do  you  think  is  a 
better  translation  of  the  Iliad,  the  Rich- 
mond Lattimore  or  the  Robert  Fitzge- 
rald?” He  thought  a few  seconds  and  said 
he  thought  the  Lattimore  was  better.  He 
momentarily  forgot  he  wasn’t  supposed 
to  know  or  care  about  such  highfalutin 
intellectual  matters. 

The  American  Left  and 
American  Liberalism 

So  why  do  I want  to  discuss  the  Amer- 
ican left  in  this  period  apart  from  indulg- 
ing in  personal  nostalgia?  As  we  fre- 
quently emphasize,  the  United  States  is 
the  only  advanced  capitalist  country  in 
which  the  working  class  lacks  any  politi- 
cal class  consciousness,  even  in  a reform- 
ist. social-democratic  form.  The  main 
reason  for  this  is  the  deep  racial  division 
in  the  working  class  and  society  at  large. 
A consequence  of  this  is  the  ideologi- 
cal and  political  hegemony  of  liberal- 
ism— organizationally  represented  by  the 
Democratic  Parly — in  the  labor  move- 
ment, the  organizations  of  the  oppressed 
ethnic  minorities  and  all  “progressive” 
movements. 

American  leftists — Stalinists  and  Trot- 
skyists in  the  1930s,  New  Left  Maoists 
and  Spartacists  in  the  early  ’70s,  your- 
selves and  our  left  opponents  today — 
operate  in  an  environment  dominated  by 
liberalism,  whether  in  the  trade  unions. 


Fred  Eiits 

in  the  black  and  Latino  communities 
or  on  the  campuses.  Most  of  the  peo- 
ple you  seek  to  influence  and  recruit — 
whether  on  the  picket  line  of  a labor 
strike  or  at  a campus  protest  for  affir- 
mative action — will  subscribe  to  liberal 
ideas  in  some  form. 

Here  it’s  important  to  emphasize  that 
liberalism  is  not  a single,  logically  coher- 
ent doctrine.  It’s  not  the  political  equiva- 
lent of  Euclidean  geometry  in  which 
everything  follows  logically  from  a few 
basic  premises.  Liberalism  is  a complex 
of  different  and  contradictory  ideas, 
altitudes  and  values,  The  liberalism  of 
a black  local  union  president  is  not  the 
same  as  the  liberalism  of  a while  wom- 
an college  professor.  On  many  important 
issues  they’ll  be  opposed  to  one  another, 
even  hostile  to  one  another.  It’s  precisely 
because  a liberal  outlook  consists  of  dif- 
ferent and  contradictory  elements  that  lib- 
erals can  evolve  into  revolutionary  social- 
ists and  then  devolve  back  again  into 
liberals. 

The  American  left  is  constantly  inter- 
acting with  American  liberalism.  And 
this  interaction  is  a two-way.  not  a one- 
way. street.  You  seek  to  recruit  and  influ- 
ence liberals.  But  they  also,  often  uncon- 
sciously. seek  to  influence  you,  to  win 
you  to  their  outlook. 

In  1940,  Trotsky,  in  discussions  with 
the  SWP  leadership,  expressed  serious 
concern  that  the  party  trade  unionists 
were  loo  soft,  too  conciliatory  toward 
so-called  “progressive.”  pro-Democralic 
Party  workers  with  whom  they  collabo- 


rated on  shopfloor  and  union  issues.  He 
said; 

"We  arc  in  a bloc  with  so-called  pro- 
gressives— not  only  fakers  but  honest 
rank  and  file.  Yes.  they  are  honest  and 
progressive  but  from  time  to  time  they 
vote  for  Roosevelt — once  in  four  years. 
This  is  decisive....  The  danger — a ter- 
rible danger — is  adaptation  to  the  pro- 
Rooseveltian  trade  unionists.” 

And  he  went  on  to  generalize.  Parly 
trade  unionists,  he  emphasized. 

"deal  with  the  class,  the  backward  ele- 
ments; they  are  the  party  vanguard  in  the 
working  class.  The  necessary  field  of 
adaptation  is  among  the  trade  unions. 
The  people  who  have  this  adaptation  as 
their  Job  are  those  in  the  trade  unions. 
That  is  why  the  pressure  of  the  backward 
elements  is  always  reflected  through 
the  trade  union  comrades.  It  is  a healthy 
pressure;  but  it  can  also  break  them 
from  the  historic  class  interests — they 
can  become  opportunists." 

— "Discussions  with  Trotsky" 
(June  1940).  reprinted  in 
Writings  1939-40 

It  was  precisely  this  layer  of  SWP  trade 
unionists,  about  whom  Trotsky  expressed 
concern,  who  13  years  later  left  the  party 
en  bloc  in  the  Cochran-Clarke  fight. 

At  the  beginning  of  1956,  the  Ameri- 
can Communist  Party  had  an  estimated 
20,000  members.  By  the  end  of  1957, 
it  had  perhaps  5,000  members.  What 
happened  to  the  15.000  people  who  left 
the  CP?  Most  became  independent  left- 
liberal  activists  working  in  and  around 
the  Democratic  Party. 

The  same  pattern  repeated  itself  in  the 
next  generation  of  American  leftist  radi- 
cals. In  1968  or  ’69.  I and  a few  other 


comrades — in  those  days  there  were  only 
a few  other  comrades — were  selling 
Spartacist  at  a rally  in  Harlem  jointly 
sponsored  by  the  Black  Panther  Party  and 
SDS.  The  featured  speaker  was  the  Pan- 
ther chief  of  staff.  David  Hilliard,  who 
used  the  occasion  to  expound  on  Marxist 
dialectics,  a subject  of  which  he  was 
effectively  ignorant.  But  to  his  credit,  Hil- 
liard was  trying  to  educate  black  ghetto 
youth  and  while  student  radicals  in  Marx- 
ism as  he  understood  it.  A few  years  ago. 
Hilliard  ran  for  Oakland  city  council  as  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  Party. 

In  1972,  in  the  heyday  of  New  Left 


Maoism,  I would  estimate  there  may 
have  been  as  many  as  40.000  left- 
wing  activists  in  this  country  who  were 
members  of  groups  claiming  to  be 
the  “Marxist-Leninist”  vanguard  of  the 
American  proletariat.  Ten  years  later.  I 
doubt  if  there  were  5.000.  So  what  hap- 
pened to  these  tens  of  thousands  of 
ex-"Marxist-Leninisls”?  Most  dropped 
out  of  politics,  and  those  who  didn't  were 
mainly  involved  in  fashionable  liberal 
causes  like  feminism  and  environmental- 
ism. People  who  in  the  late  ’60s  were 
involved  in  defending  the  Black  Panthers 
against  murderous  state  repression  were 
ten  years  later  defending  fish,  amphib- 
ians and  raptors  supposedly  threatened 
by  government  and  corporate  policies. 
Young  women  college  students  who  in 
the  late  ’60s  were  marching  and  taking 
over  campus  buildings  to  demand  free- 
dom for  Huey  Newton  and  other  impris- 
oned Panther  leaders  ten  years  later  were 
bourgeois  feminists  quite  hostile  to  young 
black  lumpen  males. 

The  basic  point  is  that  we  are  con- 
stantly in  battle  with  liberalism,  which 
uses  different  weapons,  strategies  and 
tactics  against  the  left  in  different  periods. 
Sometimes  it’s  repression,  sometimes 
co-optation,  sometimes  both  simultane- 
ously. Liberals  can  denounce  American 
imperialism  when  they  want  to  appear 
very  left  in  order  to  appeal  to  young  rad- 
icals. We  have  no  copyright  on  that  term. 
We  can’t  sue  them  for  misusing  Lenin- 
ist terminology  for  their  own  purposes. 
When  young  black  radicals  raised  the  slo- 
gan of  “black  power”  in  the  mid-late  ’60s, 
the  demagogic  black  Democratic  Con- 
gressman from  Harlem.  Adam  Clayton 
Powell,  began  using  it,  too.  “You  want 
black  power.”  he  said,  "well,  here  I am!” 
To  belter  fight  liberalism  in  the  present 
and  future,  it’s  useful  to  analyze  the  bat- 
tles of  the  past. 

The  Korean  War  and  the 
Anti-Communist  Witchhunt 

Today,  when  most  Americans  think  of 
the  Korean  War.  they  think  of  the  TV 
program  M.A.S.H.  But  the  Korean  War 
was  an  event  of  no  little  importance  in 


modern  world  history,  and  it  had  an 
important  effect  on  the  American  left  not 
only  in  its  immediate  aftermath  but  in 
the  longer  term  as  well. 

Objectively,  the  Korean  War  ended 
in  a stalemate.  The  armistice  agreement 
restored  the  division  of  Korea  as  it  was 
when  the  war  had  begun.  North  Korea 
remained  a deformed  workers  stale  allied 
with  the  Soviet  Union  and  China;  South 
Korea  remained  a capitalist  state  and  a 
puppet  regime  of  the  U.S. 

Subjectively,  however,  the  American 
people  regarded  the  Korean  War  as  a 
defeat.  The  greatest  military  power  on 
earth  had  been  fought  to  a standstill  by 
Communist  China  and  North  Korea.  That 
wasn’t  supposed  to  happen.  Malcolm  X 
later  commented  on  the  Korean  War  with 
his  usual  perceptive  wit.  He  said  if  you 
get  into  the  ring  with, Joe  Louis — the 
great  black  heavyweight  boxing  cham- 
pion of  the  1930s  and  ’40s — and  the  fight 
ends  in  a draw,  you’ve  won.  Well,  the 
American  people  thought  that  Red  China 
had  won  the  Korean  War  because  it 
hadn’t  lost.  Also  during  the  Korean  War. 
the  Soviet  Union  successfully  tested  its 
own  hydrogen  bomb.  So  the  U.S.  no 
longer  had  a monopoly  on  this  supposed 
ultimate  weapon  of  mass  destruction. 

Under  these  conditions  the  U.S.  gov- 
ernment incited  and  orchestrated  an  anti- 
communist witchhunt  throughout  Ameri- 
can society,  including  especially  the  labor 
movement.  Liberal  Democratic  politi- 
cians like  Hubert  Humphrey  and  union 
bureaucrats  mobilized  backward  workers 
to  purge  and  terrorize  reds.  The  bourgeois 
media  depicted  world  Communism  as  a 
powerful,  red-armored  giant  on  the  march 
striving  to  conquer  the  world  and  turn  it 
into  a global  version  of  a Stalinist  gulag. 
At  the  same  time,  the  American  people 
said  to  themselves:  never  again  should 
the  U.S.  fight  a war  like  that  in  Korea,  a 
war  of  attrition  with  Asian  Communist 
countries. 

Thus,  the  longer-term  impact  of  the 
Korean  War  on  the  American  left  was 
quite  different  from  its  immediate  effect. 
The  immediate  effect  was  to  intensify  the 
anti-Communist  witchhunt.  However,  in 
the  1960s  the  memory  of  the  Korean  War 
was  one  of  the  important  factors  in  the 
rapid  erosion  of  popular  support  for 
the  Vietnam  War,  long  before  the  level 
of  casualties  in  Vietnam  reached  those 
in  Korea. 

The  introduction  to  American  Trotsky- 
ist leader  James  P.  Cannon’s  Speeches 
to  the  Party  documenting  the  1952-53 
Cochran-Clarke  fight  describes  quite  well 
the  often  violent  anti-Communism,  even 
in  sections  of  the  unionized  working  class 
in  which  the  left  had  previously  been 
influential.  It  cites  the  situation  of  Sol  and 
Genora  Dollinger.  the  leaders  of  the 
SWP’s  Flint.  Michigan  branch.  Genora 
had  been  a leader  of  the  famous  sitdown 
in  the  mid  1930s  which  established  the 
UAW  union  in  the  Flint  GM  plant.  But 
continued  on  page  8 
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Winter  1950:  U.S.  prisoners  of  war  in  Korea. 
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(continued  from  page  7) 

now  Sol.  who  worked  there,  was  driven 
out  of  the  plant  every  day  by  a mob  of 
right-wing  workers.  And  the  same  thing 
was  happening  across  the  country  at  the 
time  to  the  far  more  numerous  Commu- 
nist Parly  trade  unionists. 

It  was  this  anti-Communism  at  the 
base  of  American  society  rather  than 
government  persecution  that  demoralized 
much  of  the  ranks  and  cadre  of  the  CP 
and  SWP.  This  demoralization  found 
organized  expression  in  large  right-wing 
factions  and  then  splits  in  these  parties. 
After  the  Cochranites  split  from  the 
SWP,  they  published  for  a short  time  a 
magazine  called  the  American  Socialist. 
They  were  desperate  to  overcome  their 
alienation  from  the  mass  of  the  American 
working  class  caused  by  the  Cold  War 
with  the  Sino-Soviet  states.  Similarly,  a 
main  .slogan  of  the  CP  right-wingers  was 
returning  to  the  “mainstream  of  Ameri- 
can political  life.” 

The  Collapse  of 
American  Stalinism 

Since  the  pro-Moscow  Communist 
Party  was  the  dominant  force  on  the 
American  left  until  the  crisis  of  1956.  I 
want  to  discuss  the  state  of  the  party  lead- 
ing up  to  this  crisis.  There's  a saying  that 
if  you  wear  a mask  long  enough  your  face 
changes  to  fit  it.  By  the  early  1950s.  I 
believe  the  faces  of  the  ranks  and  cadre  of 
the  CP  had  changed  to  fit  the  mask  of  pro- 
Democratic  Party  liberalism. 

When  the  American  CP  first  supported 
and  worked  in  Roosevelt’s  Democratic 
Party  in  the  mid  1930s,  as  part  of  the  turn 
of  the  world  Stalinist  movement  toward 
popular-frontism,  its  members  considered 
this  quite  cynically  as  a tactical  maneu- 
ver. Just  a few  years  earlier,  the  CP  had 
denounced  Roosevelt  as  a “social  fascist.” 
But  by  the  early  1950s.  I think  most 
CI%rs  had  ceased  entirely  to  believe  in 
their  own  formal  ideology.  They  no  long- 
er believed  there  would  be  an  American 
proletarian  revolution  like  the  Russian 
October  Revolution  led  by  an  American 
Marxist-Leninist  vanguard  party  like  the 
Bolsheviks.  They  now  really  believed 
that  political  and  social  progress  in  the 
U.S.  would  come  about  through  reforms 
enacted  by  the  Democratic  Parly,  with  the 
CP  acting  as  its  left  pressure  group. 

A personal  anecdote  in  this  regard.  In 
1964.  I was  arrested  along  with  dozens 
of  others  in  a major  civil  rights  protest 
at  the  opening  of  the  World’s  Fair  in 
Queens.  We  were  taken  out  to  Rikers 
Island  and  put  in  holding  pens  for  a day 
or  so.  I was  one  of  the  last  to  be  bailed 
out,  around  midnight.  Bailed  out  at  the 
same  time  was  a girl  I knew  from  City 
College  who  was  a member  of  the  Com- 
munist Party  youth  group.  Her  parents, 
who  ^vere  veteran  CPers.  picked  her  up 
and  gave  me  a lift  back  to  Manhattan. 

They  asked  us  what  exactly  we  had 
done  to  get  ourselves  arrested.  We  ex- 
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plained  that  there  were  a number  of  dif- 
ferent protest  activities.  Some  of  us  had 
disrupted  the  Budweiser  beer  exhibit  to 
protest  the  fact  that  Budweiser  had  segre- 
gated operations  in  the  South.  Others 
had  attempted  to  shout  down  the  Demo- 
cratic president.  Lyndon  Johnson,  who 
was  addressing  the  opening  of  the  Fair. 
When  they  heard  that,  they  said:  “Oh, 
that’s  very  bad.  they  should  have  listened 
to  what  he  had  to  say.”  These  were 
decades-long  members  of  the  CP  talking 
in  private  to  their  daughter  and  a left  rad- 
ical acquaintance  of  hers. 

I believe  this  same  attitude  was  preva- 
lent or  at  least  common  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  CP  in  the  early  ’50s  as  well. 
There  was  also  a relatively  small  minor- 
ity of  left  CPers  at  this  time  who  viewed 
themselves  as  hard  Bolsheviks.  They,  too. 
favored  electoral  support  to  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  but  considered  this  a rever- 
sible tactic. 

One  such  left  CPer  was  Harry  Hay- 
wood, one  of  the  party’s  leading  black 
spokesmen.  Comrade  Emily  tells  me  that 
during  the  1920s  Haywood  was  for  a time 
a member  of  the  Cannon  faction  in  the 
CP.  In  the  1970s,  Haywood,  who  had  pre- 
dictably become  a Maoist,  published  an 
autobiography  titled  Black  Bolshevik  in 
which  he  recounted  in  great  detail  the  bit- 
ter, decades-long  animosity  between  left- 
wingers like  himself  and  what  he  called 
the  “right  opportunist”  forces  who  domi- 
nated the  American  Communist  Party. 

The  effect  of  the  Cold  War  on  left 
CPers  like  Haywood,  Milt  Rosen.  Nelson 
Peery  was  to  deepen  their  commitment  to 
Stalinism  and  to  Stalin.  Why  was  that?  In 
the  late  ’40s  and  early  '50s.  if  you  were  a 
known  CP  member,  supporter  or  sympa- 
thizer and  you  wanted  to  keep  your  Job — 
whether  as  a union  official,  a Hollywood 
screenwriter  or  college  or  high  school 
teacher — you  had  to  denounce  Stalin  as 
the  bloody-handed  dictator  of  a totalitar- 
ian police  state.  Since  Stalin  really  was 
the  bloody-handed  dictator  of  a totalitar- 
ian police  state,  this  made  it  easier  to  do. 
You  could  be  an  ex-Communist  opportu- 
nist with  a good  conscience. 

But  in  reaction  to  this,  left  CPers  like 
Haywood  locked  on  to  the  position  that 
the  Soviet  Union  was  “building  social- 
ism” under  the  great,  wise  and  benevo- 
lent leadership  of  comrade  Stalin  as 
a kind  of  talisman  against  opportunism. 
They  brandished  the  portrait  of  Stalin  as 
if  it  were  a cross  to  ward  off  the  liberal 
vampires  who  were  sucking  the  lifeblood 
out  of  the  Communist  Party. 

In  1956,  the  world  Communist  move- 
ment was  deeply  shaken  by  what  was 
called  the  “crisis  of  de-Stalinization.”  It 
began  in  February  when  Soviet  leader 
Nikita  Khrushchev  made  a supposedly 
“secret”  speech  to  the  Soviet  party  con- 
gress denouncing  the  crimes  of  Stalin, 
especially  his  crimes  against  Soviet  Com- 
munists. This  turned  out  to  be  one  of 
the  most  publicized  speeches  in  the  his- 
tory ot  the  world.  The  ensuing  relaxation 
of  harsh  Stalinist  rule  in  East  Europe  led 
in  Hungary  in  October  to  a proletarian 


political  revolution,  which  was  then  sup- 
pressed by  the  Soviet  Army. 

In  some  countries,  notably  Britain  and 
Japan,  the  combined  impact  of  Khrush- 
chev’s denunciation  of  Stalin  and  the 
Hungarian  Revolution  propelled  a signif- 
icant number  of  CP  cadre  to  the  left.  They 
joined  the  Trotskyist  movement  or  what 
they  thought  was  the  Trotskyist  move- 
ment. It  was  at  this  time  that  Trotskyism 
became  a major  factor  on  the  British  and 
Japanese  far  left. 

For  the  reasons  I've  been  discussing, 
this  did  not  happen  in  the  United  States. 
Of  the  estimated  15,000  people  who  left 
the  CP,  only  a relatively  small  hand- 
ful joined  the  SWP  Incidentally,  two 
of  these — Geoff  White  (who  had  been 
a second-level  CP  leader)  and  Harry 
Turner — later  joined  the  Revolutionary 
Tendency  in  the  SWP  and  went  on  to 


become  founding  members  of  the  Spar- 
tacist  League.  Almost  all  the  CP  left- 
wingers remained  in  the  party,  defend- 
ing the  heritage  of  Stalin  and  supporting 
the  Soviet  suppression  of  the  Hungarian 
Revolution.  In  his  autobiography,  Harry 
Haywood  describes,  from  his  own  ideo- 
logical vantage  point,  how  the  “crisis  of 
de-Stalinizalion”  impacted  on  the  fac- 
tional alignment  and  balance  of  forces  in 
the  American  Communist  Party: 

“Rather  than  finding  a source  of  support 
•in  the  Soviet  Union,  we  on  the  left  were 
thrown  completely  off  balance  by  the 
new  ‘revelations.’  At  first  we  couldn't 
believe  Khrushchev  made  such  a speech, 
thinking  it  must  be  some  imperialist 
propaganda  stunt,  When  this  initial  reac- 
tion passed  we  tended  to  give  the  new 
Soviet  leadership  the  benefit  of  the  doubt 
and  failed  to  grasp  the  full  implications 
of  this  attack  on  Stalin. 

“The  liquidationist  right  used  this  as  an 
excuse  to  attack  proletarian  internation- 
alism in  general,  calling  for  a sweep- 
ing reevaluation  of  our  line.  They  bitterly 


denounced  our  past  history  as  one  of 
slavishly  clinging  to  imported  doctrines, 
the  bankruptcy  of  which  was  now  being 
proven.  Under  the  guise  of  ‘fighting  dog- 
matism' inherited  from  the  era  of  the 
‘cult  of  personality,’  the  Gates  crowd  fCP 
right  wing  represented  by  John  Gates) 
concluded  that  Leninism  was  nothing 
more  than  Marxism  applied  to  the  pecu- 
liar, backward  condition  of  Russia — a 
purely  ‘Russian  social  phenomenon’— 
and  therefore  not  applicable  in  the  U.S. 
They  found  Lenin's  theories  of  the  bour- 
geois state  as  an  instrument  of  class 
rule  to  be  particularly  outmoded  under 
U.S.  conditions.” 

As  I’ve  previously  indicated,  most 
of  those  who  left  the  CP  remained  polit- 
ically active  as  independent  left  liber- 
als. In  a sense,  American  liberalism  now 
acquired  a cadre,  people  experienced 
in  building  large-scale,  popular-frontist 
protest  movements.  This  legion  of  ex- 
CPers  played  an  important  role  in  orga- 
nizing all  the  main  left-liberal  and  radical 
movements  of  the  late  '50s  and  ’60s— the 
movement  for  nuclear  disarmament,  the 
civil  rights  movement  in  the  North,  the 
support  groups  for  the  Cuban  Revolution 
and  the  Vietnam  antiwar  movement. 

Most  of  these  ex-CPers  did  not  become 
anti-Communists.  They  themselves  had 
been  the  victims  of  anli-Communism. 
They  did  not  become  anti-Soviet  Cold 
Warriors  but  favored  “peaceful  coexis- 
tence” between  the  U.S.  and  the  Soviet 
Union.  Thus  the  main  body  of  political 
activists  who  had  split  from  the  CP  to  the 
right  in  1956  or  earlier  came  to  occupy  a 
position  on  the  American  political  spec- 
trum intermediate  between  Cold  War  lib- 
eralism and  traditional  Moscow-line  Stal- 
inism. This  was  the  same  position  that 
the  early  New  Left  would  occupy  in  the 
mid  1960s.  In  a sense,  the  ex-right-wing 
CPers  were  the  political  and  in  more 
than  a few  cases  biological  parents  of  the 
New  Left. 


The  hardline  left  Stalinists  who  re- 
mained in  the  CP  in  ’56  would  also  influ- 
ence the  New  Left  in  a later  period  and  in 
a different  way.  In  the  late  1950s,  the  dis- 
integration of  the  world  Stalinist  move- 
ment reached  a new,  more  advanced  level 
with  the  Sino-Soviet  split.  At  bottom,  this 
reflected  the  conflicting  national  inter- 
ests of  the  Russian  and  Chinese  Stalinist 
bureaucracies.  But  at  the  lime  and  for  the 
next  several  years.  Mao’s  China  adopted 
a more  left-wing  posture,  denouncing  the 
Soviet  leaders  for  "revisionism"  and  for 
collaborating  with  American  imperialism. 

In  the  late  1950s  and  early  '60s,  almost 
all  the  left  Stalinists  in  the  American  CP 
left  to  form  an  American  Maoist  move- 
ment. which  was  never  unified  but  always 
divided  into  competing  groups.  As  the 
New  Left  radicals  moved  left  in  the  mid- 
late  ’60s,  they  thus  encountered  Stalinism 
in  its  then  more  attractive  Maoist  form. 

[TO  BE  CONTINUED] 
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San  Francisco:  SL/SYC  contingent  in  October  antiwar  protest  raises  call  to 
break  from  Democratic  Party. 


Letter... 

(continued  from  page  2) 

South  Carolina  organized  by  the  state 
AFL-CIO,  where  thousands  of  trade 
unionists  from  throughout  the  South 
showed  up  to  demand  freedom  for  the 
Charleston  Five.  Ever  since  picketing 
Charleston  longshoremen,  members  of 
the  International  Longshoremen’s  Asso- 
ciation (ILA),  shut  down  a union-busting 
stevedoring  outfit  and  defied  a vicious 
attack  by  600  cops  on  20  January  2000 — 
a courageous  stand  that  inspired  work- 
ers throughout  the  region  and  the  world — 
the  AFL-CIO  union  tops  have  carefully 
sought  to  diminish  the  real  story  of  what 
happened  that  day.  After  all,  the  job  of  the 
labor  bureaucracy  is  to  prevent  that  kind 
of  class  struggle. 

The  union  tops  who  spoke  at  the 
Columbia  rally  bragged  that  they  had 
helped  bring  the  Democratic  Party  back 
into  office  in  South  Carolina.  For  his  part. 
Heyman.  in  response  to  a floor  speaker 
at  the  October  Local  10  rally,  prettified 
the  pro-capitalist  labor  leadership  under 
John  Sweeney,  slating  without  blinking 
an  eye  that  the  AFL-CIO  sees  Charleston 
as  the  beginning  of  a drive  to  organize 
the  South.  In  fact,  the  struggle  to  organize 
the  “open  shop”  South  requires  a fight  to 
break  labor’s  ties  to  the  Democratic  Party, 
which  for  decades  enforced  Jim  Crow 
segregation  with  the  help  of  its  KKK 
auxiliaries  and  worked  to  ensure  that  inte- 
grated unions  were  kept  out.  Heyman 
ended  his  speech  with  a call  for  a labor 
parly.  Led  by  whom,  John  Sweeney? 

In  his  letter,  Heyman  saves  his  fire  for 
a spurious  attack  on  Gene  Herson.  the 
labor  coordinator  of  the  Partisan  Defense 
Committee,  which  issued  a protest  letter 
to  the  South  Carolina  attorney  general  the 
very  day  of  the  cop  attack  on  the  Charles- 
ton longshoremen  and  called  for  contrib- 
utions in  defense  of  the  arrested  ILA 


members  to  be  sent  to  ILA  Local  1422. 
The  PDC  is  known  and  respected  by 
the  Charleston  longshore  unions.  When 
Herson  hand-delivered  a check  from  the 
PDC,  he  was  warmly  greeted  and  asked 
to  address  the  members  in  the  Charleston 
ILA  hall.  Heyman  uses  quote  marks 
around  the  word  "solidarity”  in  order  to 
sneer  at  Herson’s  remarks,  the  core  of 
which  were  repeated  in  a speech  from  the 
podium  at  the  start  of  the  Columbia 
march  last  June  (reprinted  in  WVNo.  761, 
6 July  2001).  At  that  rally,  in  opposition 
to  the  pleas  by  the  labor  lops  to  elect  more 
Democrats,  Herson  raised  the  call  for 
independent  class  struggle,  linking  this  to 
the  fight  to  free  death  row  political  pris- 
oner Mumia  Abu-Jamal: 

“We  must  use  our  power  here,  our  inde- 
pendent power:  No  reliance  on  Demo- 
cratic or  Republican  politicians!  They 
have  lied  to  us  and  they  have  oppressed 
US-.  This  whole  issue  is  about  the  power 
used  on  the  picket  line  on  the  docks  of 
Charleston.  That  power  must  be  used  to 
defend  the  Charleston  Five.  That  power 
must  be  used  to  free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! 
Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal!  Workers  to 
power!" 

If  it  were  not  so  ludicrous,  it  would 
really  be  annoying  to  be  accused  by 
Heyman  of  "the  centrist  method  of  social 
chauvinist  opportunism”  for  supposedly 
uncritically  quoting  Jesse  Jackson  Jr.  in 
the  article  Heyman  criticizes  in  the 
opening  sentence  of  his  letter.  Heyman 
chooses  to  attack  us  for  noting  that  this 
black  Democratic  Congressman  reflected 
justifiable  apprehensions  among  black 
people  over  the  government’s  shredding 
of  democratic  rights.  Jackson  pointed  out 
that  it  was  not  “the  terrorists”  but  "the 
supporters  of  this  bill  (USA-Patriol  Act] 
who  are  really  attacking  American  liber- 
ties.” The  indifference  to  black  oppres- 
sion Heyman  here  unwittingly  manifests 
is  a hallmark  of  the  U.S.  labor  bureauc- 
racy. Thus,  in  their  statements  against  the 
Port,  Maritime  and  Rail  Security  Act  now 


before  Congress,  the  ILWU  brass  have 
ignored  the  racist  content  of  the  bosses' 
current  attacks  (including  this  bill)  target- 
ing black  and  Latino  longshoremen  and 
immigrant  port  truckers. 

We  have  also  noted  Oakland  black 
Democratic  Congresswoman  Barbara 
Lee’s  courage  in  voting  against  unlimited 
war  powers,  which  earned  her  right-wing 
death  threats.  At  the  same  time,  as  read- 
ers of  WV  are  well  aware,  we  have  con- 
sistently warned  that  black  Democrats 
like  Jackson  and  Lee  are  positioning 
themselves  to  get  ahead  of  and  contain 
increasing  discontent  in  the  black  popula- 
tion at  intensifying  racist  repression  and 
the  deepening  effects  of  the  recession. 
In  sharp  contrast,  in  a 22  September  2001 
Internet  posting  (“Longshore  Unions 
and  the  'War  Against  Terrorism’”).  Hey- 
man approvingly  notes  that  Local  10 
voted  overwhelmingly  to  send  Lee  a let- 
ter “commending  her  for  her  courageous 
.sole  vote  against  the  war.  In  a sense,  it 
was  a workers'  referendum  on  the  unde- 
fined. unlimited  ‘war  against  terrorism’” 
(our  emphasis).  No  mention  by  Heyman 
that  Lee’s  Democrats,  like  the  Republi- 
cans. represent  the  interests  of  the  class 
enemy,  or  that  they  have  been  virtually 
in  lockstep  alliance  with  Bush  nation- 
ally over  Afghanistan.  Far  from  seeking 
to  break  workers  from  illusions  in  the 
Democrats.  Heyman  is  happy  to  reinforce 
them. 

Heyman’s  reference  to  the  Interna- 
tional Communist  League's  supposed 
“abstentionism”  in  Brazil  further  illus- 
trates how  his  “militant”  rhetoric  serves 
to  deflect  from  the  necessary  political 
struggle  against  the  misleaders  of  the 
working  class.  We  did  not  have  “trade 
union  supporters”  in  Brazil;  we  did  have 
fraternal  relations  with  a group  then 
called  Luta  Melalurgica,  which  claimed 
that  it  agreed  with  our  program.  We  broke 
relations  with  this  group  after  a long 
political  struggle  because  they  proved  to 


be  trade-union  opportunists,  more  con- 
cerned with  becoming  the  leadership  of 
a cop-riddled  municipal  union  than  with 
building  a revolutionary  party.  Showing 
a complete  disregard  for  working-class 
principles,  they  have  since  dragged  the 
union  into  the  capitalist  courts  three  times 
in  a squalid  fight  to  retain  their  union 
positions  (for  details,  see  “IG’s  Brazil 
Cover-Up:  Dirty  Hands.  Cynical  Lies,” 
WNo.  671,  11  July  1997).  Heyman  pro- 
claims his  opposition  to  suing  unions  in 
the  bosses’  courts.  But  his  defense  of 
these  unprincipled  trade-union  hustlers 
reveals  his  own  appetites  for  labor  oppor- 
tunism— including  leaving  open  the  pos- 
sibility of  supporting  anti-union  lawsuits, 
which  unfortunately  is  not  uncommon  in 
the  American  labor  movement. 

Heyman  seeks  to  cover  his  opportun- 
ism by  “chicken”-baiting  our  organiza- 
tion. a posture  also  assumed  by  centrist 
outfits  like  the  Internationalist  Group 
(IG)  and  the  International  Bolshevik  Ten- 
dency (IBT),  whose  arguments  he  bor- 
rows from  wholesale.  His  defense  of  the 
Brazilian  trade-union  opportunists  is  a 
direct  echo  of  the  IG.  which  maintains 
this  group  as  a section  of  its  fraudulent 
"League  for  the  Fourth  International." 
Similarly,  on  the  question  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Party.  Heyman  echoes  not  only  the 
IG  but  the  BT's  cynical  declarations  that 
the  Spartacist  League  is  “soft”  on  the 
Democrats.  This  is  particularly  rich  com- 
ing from  the  BT  which,  in  concert  with 
Heyman’s  maneuvers  inside  the  ILWU. 
did  its  level  best  to  turn  the  April  1999 
labor  action  for  Mumia  into  a platform 
for  liberal  Democrats  (see  “Labor  Oppor- 
tunism. the  Democratic  Party  and  the 
Defense  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,”  WV  No. 
714.  28  May  1999). 

Despite  Heyman’s  ability  to  throw  left- 
ist phrases  around,  class-conscious  work- 
ers will  recognize  him  as  a phony  and  a 
labor  careerist  whose  real  role  is  deceiv- 
ing the  workers.  ■ 


Mobilize... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

cops  in  1969.  got  a full  blast  of  what 
being  labeled  a “terrorist”  in  capitalist 
America  means.  Coordinating  these  re- 
pressive measures  is  Tom  Ridge,  the  man 
who  signed  two  death  warrants  against 
former  Panther  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  an 
innocent  man  framed  up  for  the  1981  kill- 
ing of  a Philadelphia  cop.  who  was  sen- 
tenced to  death  for  his  political  views. 
Free  Mumia  now!  Abolish  the  racist 
death  penalty! 

On  the  docks,  largely  immigrant  port 
truckers  are  already  being  haras.sed  by 
armed  cops  and  federal  agents.  The  Mar- 
itime Security  Act — authored  by  a Dem- 
ocratic Party  Senator  from  “open  shop” 
South  Carolina— calls  for  "background 
checks”  under  which  waterfront  workers 
can  be  fired  for  any  conviction  in  the  past 
10  years  on  any  of  20  felony  offenses, 
including  minor  drug  charges.  This 
directly  threatens  the  jobs  of  black  and 
Latino  longshoremen  who  have  been  on 
the  receiving  end  of  the  racist  cop  harass- 
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ment  in  the  ghettos  and  barrios  under  the 
so-called  “war  on  drugs." 

Just  as  the  fight  for  black  freedom 
is  central  to  the  liberation  of  all  work- 
ing people,  the  labor  movement  can 
only  defend  itself  if  it  defends  the  rights 
of  immigrants.  In  this  country,  the  raw 
exploitation  of  labor  has  always  come 
wrapped  in  the  envelope  of  racial  and 
ethnic-religious  hostilities  fomented  by 
the  capitalist  rulers.  Black  oppression  is 
the  cornerstone  of  American  capitalism. 
But  black  and  immigrant  workers  are 
not  helpless  victims;  they’re  a vital  com- 
ponent of  the  multiracial  working  class. 
Armed  with  the  militant  traditions  of  their 
homelands,  immigrant  workers  have  been 
a key  part  of  labor  battles  in  this  country, 
from  the  1912  “Bread  and  Roses”  strike 
in  the  Massachusetts  textile  mills  to  the 
Justice  for  Janitors  organizing  drive  in 
L.A.  Together  with  black  workers,  they 
can  help  spark  a working-class  offensive 
against  racial  oppression  and  capitalist 
exploitation. 

From  the  Chinese  exclusion  acts  over  a 
century  ago  to  Mexican  workers  deported 
during  the  Great  Depression  and  the 
internment  of  Japanese  Americans  during 
World  War  II.  assaults  on  the  immigrant 
workforce  have  always  gone  hand  in  hand 
with  stepped-up  oppression  of  blacks 
and  the  persecution  of  the  most  militant 
workers.  Don’t  forget — here  in  Califor- 
nia the  anti-immigrant  Proposition  187 
led  directly  to  the  racist,  anti-affirmative 
action  Proposition  209  two  years  later. 
We  demand:  Full  citizenship  rights  for  all 
immigrants!  We  must  fight  against  depor- 
tations. for  unionizing  the  unorganized 
and  for  a shorter  workweek  with  no  loss 
in  pay  in  order  to  spread  the  available 
work,  Let  our  motto  be  class  struggle 
— ^joining  forces  against  our  common 
enemy,  the  capitalist  ruling  class! 

The  labor  bureaucracy’s  commitment 
to  the  capitalist  system  leads  them  to 
denounce  Mexican  truckers  and  our 
downtrodden  working-class  brothers  and 
sisters  throughout  Latin  America  and 
Asia  for  “stealing  American  jobs.”  This 
is  a convenient  fraud  which  promotes 


anti-immigrant  bigotry  at  home  and  is 
directly  opposed  to  our  fighting  unity  as  a 
class  against  the  bosses’  “divide  and  rule” 
schemes.  Peddling  the  lie  that  the  inter- 
ests of  the  workers  and  their  exploiters 
are  compatible.  AFL-CIO  head  John 
Sweeney  says  that  “no  sacrifice  is  too 
great”  for  workers  to  make  for  the  reac- 
tionary “war  on  terror.”  Opposition  to  the 
war  on  labor,  blacks  and  immigeants  at 
home  means  opposition  to  the  wars  of 
American  capilSlism  abroad.  All  U.S./ 
UN/NATO  troops  out  of  Afghanistan,  the 
Near  East  and  (Central  Asia! 

Instead  of  mobilizing  union  power 
to  defend  their  members  and  all  the 
oppressed,  the  labor  tops  sell  the  Demo- 
cratic Parly  as  the  “friend  of  labor.”  But 
the  Democrats,  like  the  Republicans,  rep- 
resent the  interests  of  the  class  enemy. 
The  only  difference  is  that  the  Republi- 
cans openly  revel  in  attacking  the  work- 
ing people  and  oppressed;  the  Demo- 
crats lie  and  do  the  same  thing.  Black 
Democrats  like  Barbara  Lee.  with  her 
show  of  opposition — however  superfi- 
cial— to  Bush’s  war  powers,  are  position- 
ing themselves  to  contain  and  head  off 
increasing  discontent  as  the  recession 
and  racist  repression  bite.  Democrat  Bill 
Clinton  declared.  "I  feel  your  pain”  while 
he  axed  welfare  and  spearheaded  an 
anti-immigrant  crackdown.  Here  in  the 
Bay  Area,  "liberal”  Democratic  mayor 
Jerry  Brown’s  genirification  plan  for 
Oakland  encouraged  rampages  through 


BAY  AREA 


For  more  information:  (510)  839-0851 


black  West  Oakland  by  the  police  gang 
who  took  the  name  “Riders”  from  the 
nighlrlders  of  the  KKK.  On  the  other  side 
of  the  Bay  Bridge,  mayor  Willie  Brown 
has  launched  a new  war  on  the  homeless 
of  San  Francisco  while  16.000  laid-off 
workers  in  low-wage  industries  face  home- 
lessness. and  those  still  employed  are  only 
a paycheck  away  from  the  same  fate. 

To  fight  for  its  interests  the  working 
class  must  stand  independent  of  all 
agencies  and  parties  of  the  class  enemy. 
The  trade-union  misleaders  who  have 
shackled  labor’s  power  to  support  for  the 
Democrats  now  offer  to  help  imple- 
ment “security”  on  the  docks  and  else- 
where. It  is  not  the  job  of  the  workers  to 
enforce  the  laws,  “security”  or  otherwise, 
that  will  be  used  against  them;  cops  and 
security  guards  have  no  place  in  the  union 
movement! 

There  must  be  a political  struggle 
within  the  trade  unions,  the  only  signifi- 
cant racially  integrated  institutions  in 
segregation  America,  to  break  from  the 
Democrats  and  build  a class-struggle 
leadership  which  will  champion  the 
cause  of  black  freedom  and  the  defense 
of  immigrant  rights."  The  working  class 
needs  its  own  parly — one  that  fights  for 
a workers  government.  Those  who  labor 
must  rule! 

Mobilize  Multiracial  Union  Power  in 
a Mass  Labor-Centered  Protest!  Defend 
Immigrants,  Blacks,  Labor  Targeted  by 
Anti-Terrorist  Laws!u 


Thursday,  January  31,  7 p.m. 

Stephens  Room.  M.L.K.  Student  Union 
UC  Berkeley 


Spartacus  Youth  Club  Forum 

Anti-Terrorist  Laws  Target  Immigrants, 
Blacks,  Labor — No  to  the  USA-Patriot  Act 
and  Maritime  Security  Act! 

Down  With  the  Anti-Immigrant  Witchhunt! 
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Belfast,  August  2001: 15,000  UDA  paramilitaries  march  in  ominous  display  of 
anti-Catholic  terror. 


Ireland... 

(continued  from  page  3} 

utiacks  recorded  in  213  days  Co  August 
this  year,  including  75  bombings  and  20 
gun  attacks  (An  Phoblacht,  9 August 
2001).  In  the  last  week  of  October  alone 
there  were  12  bomb  attacks  against  Cath- 
olics in  North  Belfast,  There  have  been 
a number  of  murders  of  Catholics,  includ- 
ing that  of  19-year-oId  Ciaran  Cummings, 
killed  in  a drive-by  shooting  in  Antrim  in 
July,  and  Gavin  Brett,  an  18-year-old 
Protestant  killed  by  Loyalist  gunmen  who 
mistook  him  for  a Catholic.  On  28  Octo- 
ber Colin  Foy  was  killed  in  Tyrone  by  a 
member  of  the  British  Army’s  Royal  Irish 
Regiment. 

The  Catholics  are  an  oppressed  minor- 
ity living  under  permanent  siege.  The 
plight  of  working-class  Catholic  families 
hit  international  headlines  this  summer 
as  schoolgirls  in  Ardoyne,  North  Belfast 
trying  to  walk  to  Holy  Cross  school  with 
their  parents  were  shown  daily  on  televi- 
sion confronting  a Loyalist  mob  howling 
vile  anti-Catholic  and  anti-woman  slurs 
and  throwing  pipebombs,  bags  of  excre- 
ment and  balloons  filled  with  urine.  The 
British  Army  and  RUC — now  re-named 
the  Police  Service  of  Northern  Ireland 
(PSNI). — lined  the  streets  and  tried  to  look 
as  if  they  were  making  an  honest  effort  to 
"keep  the  peace."  On  the  day  of  their 
name  change,  the  PSNI  escorted  leaders 
of  the  Orange  Order  down  the  Catholic 
Garvaghy  Road.  Catholics  know  they 
have  as  much  to  fear  from  the  police  and 
army  as  they  do  from  the  Loyalist  death 
squads;  indeed  IRA  decommissioning 
leaves  sections  of  the  Catholic  population 
feeling  defenceless  against  these  forces. 

The  scenes  at  Holy  Cross  school  are  a 
microcosm  of  Northern  Ireland  which 
show  the  bitter  reality  of  Labour’s  impe- 
rialist "peace"  deal.  The  fact  that  Catho- 
lic parents  refused  to  meekly  accept  their 
status  as  second-class  citizens  brought 
out  blatant  anti-Irish  prejudice  from  Brit- 
ish journalists  who  would  often  report 
with  amazement  that  the  situation  is  like 
the  segregated  American  South  in  the 
1950s  prior  to  the  civil  rights  struggles; 
in  the  next  breath  they  would  ask  Catho- 
lic parents  why  they  don’t  use  a back 
entrance  to  the  school!  The  Irish  bour- 
geois press,  which  has  the  same  con- 
tempt for  working-class  Catholics  in  the 
North  as  for  those  in  the  South,  echoed 
Loyalist  lies  that  the  exercise  was  just  a 
publicity  stunt  for  Sinn  Fein  (SF).  But. 
with  or  without  decommissioning,  Sinn 
Fein  manifestly  cannot  offer  a way  for- 
ward to  the  beleaguered  Catholics. 

Sinn  Fein  has  been  organising  protests 
against  particular  military  installations 
and  complaining  that  the  imperialists 
have  not  lived  up  to  the  ‘“programme  for 
demilitarisation’  that  was  promised  in  the 
Good  Friday  Agreement"  (An  Phoblacht, 

I November  2001 ).  But  while  the  Briti.sh 
may  agree  to  scale  down  the  army  pres- 
ence to  cut  their  costs,  the  Good  Friday 
Agreement  is  premised  on  troops  remain- 
ing in  Northern  Ireland. 

We  fight  for  the  immediate  uncondi- 
tional withdrawal  of  British  troops,  not 
merely  because  no  good  can  come  of  the 
British  military  presence  there,  but  also 


because  we  agree  with  Karl  Marx  that  the 
British  working  class  cannot  make  a rev- 
olution against  their  "own"  capitalist  rul- 
ers if  they  accept  imperialist  oppression 
in  Ireland.  It  is  in  the  direct  interests  of 
the  working  class  to  oppose  repressive 
measures  in  Northern  Ireland,  which  are 
often  subsequently  imposed  on  workers 
and  minorities  in  Britain.  After  11  Sep- 
tember, Jack  Straw  pledged  Britain  would 
see  “security  of  a kind  people  in  North- 
ern Ireland  have  had  to  live  with  for 
decades."  Sure  enough,  immigrants  sus- 
pected of  "terrorism"  are  being  rounded 
up  and  interned  without  trial. 

Withdrawal  of  the  British  Army  does 
not  in  itself  automatically  ensure  advance 
in  a revolutionary  direction,  but  it  is  the 
necessary  starting  point  for  a proletarian 
revolutionary  perspective.  We  seek  to 
break  workers  from  illusions  in  Labour, 
which  has  loyally  served  racist,  chauvin- 
ist British  imperialism  and  the  monarchy. 
The  Spartacist  League/Britain  and  Dub- 
lin Spartacisl  Group,  sections  of  the  Inter- 
national Communist  League,  fight  to 
build  revolutionary  internationalist  work- 
ers parties  to  put  an  end  to  capitalist  rule 
and  to  establish  a workers  republic  in 
Ireland  as  part  of  a federation  of  workers 
republics  in  the  British  Isles.  Our  frame- 
work is  internationalist  and  is  based 
on  the  necessity  to  link  the  struggles  of 
the  working  class  of  Ireland.  North  and 
South,  with  those  of  the  workers  in  Eng- 
land, Scotland  and  Wales. 

In  Northern  Ireland  divisions  between 
Catholics  and  Protestants  have  deepened, 
which  means  the  prospect  of  united  strug- 
gle by  Protestant  and  Catholic  workers 
for  their  common  class  interests  appears 
remote.  Although  Protestant  workers  are 
only  marginally  betteroff  than  their  Cath- 
olic counterparts,  the  view  is  pervasive 
that  improvements  in  the  position  of  one 
community  will  necessarily  be  at  the 
expense  of  the  other.  This  indeed  is  true, 
unless  such  struggles  challenge  the 
framework  of  capitalist  rule.  A proletarian 
revolutionary  perspective  is  the  only  way 
forward.  There  can  be  no  just  solution  to 
the  communal  conflict  in  Northern  Ire- 
land short  of  proletarian  rule  in  all  of  Ire- 
land and  in  Britain. 

Labourite  “Socialists" 

Push  Imperialist  “Peace" 

The  Labour-loyal  fake  left  have  shame- 
lessly touted  British  imperialism,  in  the 


guise  of  Blair  and  the  Labour  govern- 
ment, as  the  agency  to  bring  peace  and 
equality  to  the  North.  In  the  last  British 
election,  the  Socialist  Alliance — which 
at  the  time  consisted  of  the  Socialist 
Workers  Party  (SWR),  Socialist  Party. 
Workers  Power  and  others — supported 
the  re-election  of  Labour  and  removed  the 
call  for  troops  out  of  Northern  Ireland 
from  their  manifesto  before  launching  it 
to  the  bourgeois  press.  We  said.  "No  vote 
to  Labour,  imperialist  butchers"  and  "No 
vote  to  Socialist  Alliance.  lackeys  of 
Labour." 

The  SWP  is  silent  about  the  British 
Army,  but  gushing  about  the  "tremen- 
dous hopes  for  peace  in  Northern  Ireland 
following  the  IRA’s  announcement  that  it 
will  destroy  its  weapons.”  They  cravenly 
claim  Labour’s  "peace”  process  provides 
"space”  for  united  struggle  of  the  work- 
ing class.  Socialist  Worker  (3  November 
2001)  says: 

"That  process  is  about  reaching  an 
accommodation  between  politicians 
representing  Catholic  and  Protestant 
'communities.' 

"It  can  reproduce  the  sectarian  division 
that  is  built  into  the  Northern  Ireland 
state.  But  it  does  provide  a space  for 
working  class  people.  Catholic  and  Prot- 
estant. to  fight  for  their  interests  and 
against  sectarianism." 

This  is  almost  exactly  what  the  SWP  said 
when  they  supported  British  troops  being 
sent  to  Northern  Ireland  in  1969  (by  a 
Labour  government,  of  course),  which 
they  claimed  would  provide  a “breathing 
space”  for  the  Catholics.  They  wrote: 

"The  breathing  space  provided  by  the 
presence  of  British  troops  is  short  but 
vital.  Those  who  call  for  the  immediate 
withdrawal  of  the  troops  before  the  men 
behind  the  barricades  can  defend  them- 
selves are  inviting  a pogrom  which  will 
hit  first  and  hardest  at  socialists." 

— Socialist  Worker. 

1 1 September  1969 

Less  than  three  years  later  "their”  British 
Army  shot  down  14  defenceless  Catho- 
lics in  cold  blood  in  Derry  on  Bloody 
Sunday. 

The  sectarian  Orange  statelet  was  cre- 
ated by  British  imperialism’s  partition  of 
Ireland  as  a police  state  based  on  subju- 
gation of  the  Catholic  minority.  Its  back- 
bone is  the  RUC  and,  since  1969.  the 
army;  both  work  in  tandem  with  the  Loy- 
alist paramilitary  killers.  Recent  history 
is  littered  with  scandals  about  collusion 
between  Loyalist  murderers  and  the 
RUC/PSNI  and  British  Army,  and  there’s 
no  "breathing  space”  for  anyone  who 
tries  to  expose  this  to  the  outside  world. 
Thus  on  28  September.  Martin  O’Hagan, 
a journalist  with  the  Dublin-based  Sun- 
day World,  who  researched  the  collusion 
between  the  British  Army,  the  RUC.  lead- 
ing Unionist  politicians  and  Loyalist 
death  squads,  was  murdered  by  the  LVF 
[Loyalist  Volunteer  Force].  Rosemary 
Nelson,  a prominent  Catholic  lawyer  who 
reported  to  the  UN  that  she  received  death 
threats  from  the  RUC,  was  also  murdered 
in  1999;  ten  years  earlier  Pat  Finucane, 
another  well-known  Catholic  lawyer,  was 
also  murdered  by  Loyalists  in  collusion 
with  the  state.  The  current  Labour  gov- 
ernment is  withholding  documents  on  the 
1974  bombings  in  Dublin  and  Monaghan 
which  killed  33  people  and  British  state 
involvement  is  widely  suspected. 

The  Labourite  left  even  advocate 
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"peace”  with  Loyalist  thugs  such  as  Billy 
Hutchinson,  Irish  secretary  of  the  trans- 
port union  ATGWU,  Mick  O’Reilly,  re- 
cruited the  UVF’s  Hutchinson  and  David 
Ervine  into  the  ATGWU.  The  wretched 
Socialist  Party  has  sponsored  Hutchinson 
in  public  meetings  and  the  SWP  jumped 
on  the  bandwagon  by  taking  part  in  a 
1999  "debate”  with  him  organised  by  the 
Scottish  Socialist  Party. 

Not  Orange  Against  Green, 

But  Class  Against  Class! 

Following  capitalist  counterrevolution 
in  the  Soviet  Union  in  1991-92,  petty- 
bourgeois  nationalist  movements  like 
Sinn  Fein  and  the  PLO  have  had  much 
less  room  to  manoeuvre  and  have  increas 
ingly  sought  to  make  deals  with  imperi- 
alism. Sinn  Fein  played  up  illusions  that 
by  involving  U.S.  imperialism  and  the 
Dublin  government  they  would  secure  a 
better  deal  from  British  imperialism  for 
the  Catholics.  This  overlooks  the  fact  that 
U.S.  imperialism  is  the  most  powerful 
enemy  of  the  workers  and  oppressed  of 
the  world,  as  can  be  seen  in  the  bombing 
of  Nagasaki  and  Hiroshima,  or  the  dirty 
colonial  wars  against  Korea  and  Vietnam. 

• the  bedrock  of  the  system  of  exploita- 
tion of  American  workers  rests  on  racist 
oppression  of  black  people.  The  impe- 
ria!i.st  "peace”  deal  was  brokered  under 
Democratic  president  Clinton,  who  pre- 
ferred to  pass  off  imperiali,st  marauding 
as  "human  rights"  imperialism,  some- 
thing Bush  & Co.  don't  bother  with.  Brit- 
i.sh  imperialism  is  a junior  partner  of  U.S. 
imperialism — the  City  of  London  has 
close  ties  with  Wall  Street  and  British 
imperialism  is  also  the  foremost  military 
ally  of  U.S.  imperialism  in  Europe.  The 
Irish  capitalist  government  is  certainly  no 
better.  It  supported  the  U.S.  and  Britain’s 
military  adventures,  including  offering 
facilities  for  NATO  warplanes  at  Shannon 
airport,  and  is  viciously  repressive  of 
workers,  women.  Travellers  and  Republi- 
cans at  home. 

Petty-bourgeois  nationalism  is  a politi- 
cal dead  end  which  cannot  further  the 
interests  of  the  Catholic  minority.  It  is 
premised  on  the  world  being  divided  into 
good  and  bad  peoples.  Whether  through 
armed  struggle  ("the  Armalite”)  or  the 
parliamentary  road  ("the  ballot  box”)  the 
perspective  of  the  Irish  nationalists  is  to 
pressure  imperialism. 

Actions  such  as  the  Omagh  bombing 
by  the  "Real  IRA."  which  killed  and 
maimed  both  Protestant  and  Catholic 
civilians  in  a shopping  area,  are  hideous 
crimes  from  the  standpoint  of  the  working 
class  and  in  no  way  a blow  against  impe- 
rialism. Marxists  oppose  the  tactic  of 
individual  terror  because  it  is  antithetical 
to  the  necessary  task  of  mobilising  the 
working  class  against  the  imperialist  and 
capitalist  oppressors.  Rather  it  expresses 
the  aims  of  its  practitioners  to  be  the  lead- 
ers of  "their"  people.  When  Irish  nation- 
alist groups  strike  a blow  against  the 
forces  of  British  imperialism,  the  RUC 
or  Loyalist  fascistic  killers,  we  defend 
the  perpetrators  of  such  acts  against  state 
retribution.  But  we  have  a fundamen- 
tally different  attitude  to  indiscriminate 
terror  directed  against  civilians.  From  a 
proletarian  standpoint,  bombings  such 
as  Omagh  or  the  bombings  of  British 
shopping  centres  and  pubs  are  criminal 
acts  which  serve  only  to  deepen  hatred 
between  Protestant  and  Catholic,  English 
and  Irish  workers. 

The  attack  on  the  World  Trade  Center, 
an  atrocity  designed  to  kill  as  many  civil- 
ians as  possible,  has  served  to  weld 
American  workers  to  the  ruling  class  just 
as  Irish  nationalist  atrocities  against  Prot- 
estants push  Protestant  workers  towards 
Loyalist  reactionaries.  Viewed  from  the 
interests  of  the  working  class,  nationalist 
terror  ranges  from  criminal — such  as 
Omagh — to  merely  stupid.  Even  when 
the  IRA  hits  a military  target  these  acts 
are  carried  out  as  part  of  a programme 
which  writes  off  the  Protestant — and 
Catholic — working  class  and  also  the 
British  proletariat,  which  has  an  impor- 
tant Irish  component. 

In  1993.  on  the  eve  of  the  “peace" 
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negotiations,  the  mainly  Protestant  work- 
force at  Short  Brothers  in  Belfast  walked 
off  the  job  in  protest  against  the  murder 
of  a Catholic  co-worker  by  Loyalist  para- 
militaries; very  shortly  afterwards  the 
IRA  placed  a bomb  in  Belfast’s  Shankill 
Road,  which  killed  nine  working-class 
Protestant  shoppers.  This  led  to  anti- 
Catholic  demonstrations  by  Protestant 
workers  in  Belfast. 

A revolutionary  party  would  struggle 
for  an  integrated,  programmatically  based 
workers  militia  to  defend  both  Catho- 
lics and  Protestants  against  sectarian 
attacks.  As  we  said  in  our  “Theses  on. 
Ireland”  this  must  be  based  on  the 
demand  for  the  immediate  withdrawal  of 
the  British  Army  and  our  Marxist  analy- 
sis of  terrorism: 

"Such  militias  will  need  a broad  and 
strong  programmatic  basis  if  they  are  not 
to  be  derailed  or  coopted.  They  cannot 
develop  just  out  of  trade  unionism  but 
fundamentally  require  the  existence  of  a 
strong  and  authoritative  revolutionary 
cadre.  Each  militia  unit  would  need  at 
least  one  member  of  each  community 
and  the  presence  and  strong  influence 
of  trained  revolutionary  cadre.  Conse- 
quently. the  demand  for  an  anti-sectarian 
workers  militia  is  closely  linked  to  the 
growth  of  a Leninist  party  based  on  a 
developed  revolutionary  program,” 

— SpariacisI  No.  24.  Autumn  1977 

We  also  explained  there  that: 

"Leninism  and  nationalism  arc  funda- 
mentally counierposed  political  view- 
points. Thus,  while  revolutionists  strug- 
gle against  all  forms  of  national 
oppression,  they  are  also  opposed  to  all 
forms  of  nationalist  ideology.  It  is  a 
revision  of  Leninism  to  claim  that  the 
•nationalism  of  the  oppressed’  is  pro- 
gressive and  can  be  supported  by  com- 
munist internationalists.  In  one  of  his 
major  works  on  the  national  question 
Lenin  stressed:  'Marxism  cannot  be  rec- 
onciled with  nationalism,  be  it  even  of 
the  "most  just."  “purest."  most  refined 
and  civilised  brand.  In  place  of  all  forms 
of  nationalism  Marxism  advances  inter- 
nationalism’ {"Critical  Remarks  on  the 
National  Question.”  Collected  Works. 
Vol.  20).” 

Workers  Revolution  Both  Sides 
of  the  Border  and  Both  Sides 
of  the  Irish  Sea! 

Loyalist  bigot  Ian  Paisley  howls  that 
the  Good  Friday  Agreement  is  the  slip- 
pery slope  to  being  ruled  by  Dublin. 
Partition  meant  that  Catholics  in  the 
North  constituted  an  oppressed  minority 
(although  they  are  over  40  per  cent  of  the 
population)  but  an  overwhelming  major- 
ity in  the  South.  In  the  North,  we  oppose 
all  discrimination  against  the  Catho- 
lic minority.  We  also  recognise  that  the 
Protestants  are  a distinct  community, 
largely  defined  in  opposition  to  the  Irish 
Catholic  nation.  As  Leninists  we  uphold 
the  right  of  self-determination  for  all 
nations,  which  means. the  right  to  set 
up  an  independent  state,  but  where  peo- 
ples are  geographically  interpenetrated 
"self-determination”  for  one  can  only  be 
achieved  by  denying  it  to  the  other.  Under 
capitalism  .this  leads  to  intercommunal 
slaughter.  We  oppose  the  perspective  of  a 
capitalist  “united  Ireland"  proffered  by 
Sinn  Fein  nationalists,  a prospect  which 
is  used  to  heighten  genuine  fears  among 
Protestants  of  a reversal  of  the  terms  of 
oppression.  Fear  of  being  incorporated 
into  the  clericalist  slate  serves  to  compact 


Protestants  behind  the  Loyalist  bigots, 
precluding  a polarisation  along  c/ass  lines 
and  instead  laying  the  basis  for  a commu- 
nal blood-bath  and  forced  population 
transfers. 

The  fact  that  the  bourgeois  stale  in  the 
South  is  a Catholic  clericalist  slate  is  grist 
to  the  mill  of  the  Loyalist  bigots.  The 
struggle  for  separation  of  church  and  state 
and  for  free  abortion  on  demand  is  key 
not  only  for  social  progress  in  the  South 
but  as  a way  to  undermine  communalism 
in  the  North.  Sinn  Fein  shares  the  clerical- 
nationalist  outlook  of  (Southern  bour- 
geois party)  Fianna  Fail.  Sinn  Fein  no 
longer  flatly  opposes  abortion  rights,  but 
only  concedes  that  it  should  be  legally 
available  in  extreme  circumstances,  spe- 
cifically: "Where  a woman’s  mental  and 
phy.sical  well-being  or  life  is  at  ri.sk  or  in 
grave  danger”  {Irish  Times  on  the  Web.  6 
December  2001).  The  struggle  for  abor- 
tion rights  strikes  at  backward  Protestant 
fundamentalists  as  well.  Significantly, 
although  SF’s  Bairbre  de  Brun  is  health 
minister  in  the  Stormont  A,ssembly.  SF 
was  conspicuously  absent  from  a crucial 


as  partners  in  coalition  governments, 
most  notoriou.sly  in  1994  by  refusing  to 
support  striking  TEAM  Aer  Lingus  work- 
ers at  Dublin  airport.  The  Irish  Labour 
Party,  like  its  British  namesake,  is  a bour- 
geois workers  party — having  a working- 
class  base  but  a bourgeois  programme. 
They  are  loyal  servants  of  the  Irish  capi- 
talist class. 

Sinn  Fein  can  be  scathing  in  their  press 
about  Labour’s  rotten  record.  One  of  their 
articles  on  Labour  concludes:  "Sinn  Fein 
is  well  on  its  way  to  overtaking  the 
Labour  Party,  to  cementing  its  position  as 
the  voice  of  the  Irish  left,  but  in  doing  so 
the  parly  must  be  careful  that  it  does  not 
lose  sight  of  one  of  Connolly’s  most  fun- 
damental truths,  ‘The  cause  of  labour  is 
the  cause  of  Ireland,  the  cause  of  Ireland 
is  the  cause  of  labour’”  (An  Phoblaclit,  30 
August  2001 ).  But  the  idea  that  Sinn  Fein 
could  become  the  "voice  of  the  Irish  left” 
is  absurd — they  are  a petty-bourgeois 
capitalist  party. 

It  is  disingenuous  in  the  extreme  for 
Sinn  Fein  to  claim  the  tradition  of  James 
Connolly.  Connolly  initiated  and  led  the 
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debate  there  on  legalising  abortion  in 
Northern  Ireland  which  was  opposed  by 
Ian  Paisley’s  [ultra-chauvinist  Loyalist] 
Democratic  Unionist  Party,  David  Trim- 
ble’s UUP,  the  Allrance  Party  and  the 
(Catholic)  Social  Democratic  Labour 
Party. 

The  DSG  has  actively  intervened  in 
support  of  struggles  of  the  combative 
Irish  working  class,  fighting  for  abortion 
rights  and  counterposing  our  programme 
to  that  of  the  Labourite  bureaucrats.  We 
said  in  a leaflet  for  the  1999  Irish  nurses 
strike: 

"It  is  this  anti-woman  Church  which 
runs  the  hospitals.  We  call  for;  complete 
separation  of  church  and  slate!  We  need 
free,  quality  healthcare  for  all.  For  free 
abortion  and  free  contraception  on 
demand!  For  free  24-hour  childcare!  To 
achieve  these  basic  needs  of  women  and 
the  working  class  requires  a revolution- 
ary struggle  against  the  entire  capital- 
ist system — and  its  labour  lieutenants 
within  the  working  class." 

— reprinted  in  Workers  Hammer 
No.  171.  Winter  1999/2000 

With  elections  pending  in  the  South. 
Sinn  Fein  is  poised  to  gain  support  at  the 
expense  of  Fianna  Fail,  and  also  trying 
to  re-brand  itself  as  a “left”  alternative  to 
Labour.  Labour  is  rightly  hated  by  work- 
ers for  having  dished  out  capitalist  attacks 


1916  Easier  Rising  in  Dublin,  hoping  it 
would  ignite  workers’  struggles  against 
capitalist  rule  in  Europe  amid  the  carnage 
of  World  War  I.  This  did  come  about,  with 
the  Russian  October  Revolution  of  1917. 
but  by  that  lime  Connolly  had  been  exe- 
cuted. Nonetheless  the  Rising  was  the 
catalyst  for  the  end  of  British  colonial 
rule  in  Ireland.  Connolly  was  a revolu- 
tionary socialist  and  an  internationalist 
who.  together  with  Jim  Larkin,  led  signif- 
icant class  battles  of  the  Irish  working 
class  in  Dublin,  and  in  Belfast  they  made 
huge  strides  to  unite  Catholic  and  Protes- 
tant workers.  Connolly’s  success  in  over- 
coming sectarian  bigotry  was  achieved 
because  as  a socialist  he  fought  against 
the  state,  the  Orange  Order  and.  to 
the  best  of  his  ability,  against  Catho- 
lic nationalism.  Like  most  socialists  of 
his  time  outside  Russia,  he  was  not 
acquainted  with  Leninism,  which  alone 


hammered  out  a Marxist  perspective  on 
the  national  question.  Connolly  fought 
trenchantly  against  the  Labourite  trade- 
union  bureaucracy  in  Britain  and  in  Ire- 
land; as  a true  labour  lieutenant  of  British 
imperialism.  Labour’s  Arthur  Henderson 
led  the  applause  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons when  the  announcement  was  made 
that  Connolly  had  been  executed  by  a 
British  firing  squad- 

The  kind  of  consciousness  Connolly 
had  instilled  among  workers  was  once 
again  in  evidence  among  the  Belfast 
workers  in  the  1919  engineering  strike, 
the  most  significant  class  battle  to  take 
place  during  the  independence  struggle. 
Charles  McKay,  a socialist  of  Catholic 
background,  led  a strike  of  mainly  Prot- 
estant workers  that  shut  all  heavy  indus- 
try and  most  of  the  city.  It  was  part  of 
a wave  of  tumultuous  strikes  in  engi- 
neering centres,  including  Glasgow.  The 
army  was  deployed  in  Belfast  (and  later 
in  Glasgow)  but  the  strike  lost  because  it 
was  betrayed  by  the  Labour  bureaucrats 
in  Britain  and  in  Ireland.  The  defeat  of 
the  Belfast  strike  led  to  massive  purges 
of  Catholics  and  trade-union  militants 
from  the  shipyards  (including  Protestant 
shop  stewards),  which  paved  the  way  for 
partition.  Lord  French,  the  British  over- 
lord  in  Ireland,  released  Sinn  Fein  lead- 
ers such  as  Arthur  Griffith  from  prison  in 
Dublin  in  recognition  of  Sinn  Fein  oppo- 
sition to  working-class  struggle.  He  told 
the  Cabinet: 

"I  did  not  however,  consider  that  the 
time  was  ripe  for  an  actual  move  in  the 
direction  of  an  immediate  release  of  pris- 
oners until  the  strikes  in  the  North 
occurred  and  a very  dangerous  crisis  was 
at  hand  which  might  plunge  the  whole 
country  in  disaster." 

— quoted  in  C.  Kostick. 

Revolution  in  Ireland  (1996) 

Today  with  the  growing  economic 
recession  throughout  Britain  and  Ireland, 
the  capitalists  will  seek  to  increasingly 
pit  one  section  of  the  working  class 
against  another.  This  could  lead  to  in- 
creased communalism  in  Northern  Ire- 
land or.  as  happened  during  the  struggles 
of  unemployed  workers  in  Belfast  in  the 
1930s,  it  could  lead  to  united  struggles  of 
Protestant  and  Catholic  workers.  When 
instances  of  integrated  working-class 
struggle  do  arise,  intervention  by  a com- 
munist vanguard  will  make  a decisive  dif- 
ference to  the  outcome. 

We  seek  to  awaken  the  working  class 
of  England.  Scotland  and  Wales  to  social- 
ist consciousness  and  mobilise  them 
around  opposition  to  the  monarchy. 
House  of  Lords  and  all  other  archaic 
institutions  of  British  bourgeois  rule 
including  the  “Mother  of  all  Parliaments.” 
We  fight  for  an  Irish  workers  republic, 
part  of  a voluntary  federation  of  workers 
republics  in  the  British  Isles.  Our  purpose 
is  to  forge  revolutionary  international- 
ist parlies,  sections  of  a reforged  Fourth 
International,  in  Britain  and  Ireland.  ■ 
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□ $10/22  issues  of  Workers  Vanguard  □ New  □ Renewal 

(includes  English-language  Spartacist  and  Black  History  and  the  Class  Struggle) 
iniernational  rates'  S2S/22  issues — Airmail  $10/22  issues — Seamail 

□ $2/6  introductory  issues  of  Workers  Vanguard  (includes  English-language  Spartacist) 

□ $2/4  issues  of  Espartaco  (en  espariol)  (includes  Spamsh-ianguage  Spartacist) 

Name  — 

Address 


City 
Phone  (. 


State 


Apt.  # 

. Zip  . 


E-mail 


MWMo  V 1 773 

Make  checks  payable/mail  to:  Spartacist  Publishing  Co.,  Box  1377  GPO,  New  York,  NY  10116 


SPARTACIST  LEAGUE/U.S. 


Local  Directory  anti  Public  Offices 

Web  site:  www.icl-fi.org  • E-mail  address:  vanguardi@tiac.net 


National  Office 

Box  1377  GPO. 

New  York,  NY  10116 
(212)  732-7860 

Boston 

Box  390840.  Central  Sta. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  666-9453 

Chicago 

Box  6441.  Mam  PO 
Chicago.  IL  60680 
(312)  563-0441 
Public  Office: 

Sat.  2-5  p.m. 

222  S.  Morgan  (Buzzer  23) 


Los  Angeles 

Box  29574.  Los  Feliz  Sta. 

Los  Angeles,  CA  90029 
(213)  380-8239 
Public  Office; 

Sat.  2-5  p.m. 

3806  Beverly  Blvd.,  Room  215 

New  York 

Box  3381,  Church  St.  Sta. 
New  York.  NY  10008 
(212)  267-1025 
Public  Office: 

Tues.  6:30-8:30  p.m. 
and  Sal.  1-5  p.m. 

299  Broadway,  Suite  318 


Oakland 

Box  29497 
Oakland,  CA  94604 
(510)  839-0851 
Public  Office: 

Sat.  1-5  p.m. 

1634  Telegraph.  3rd  Floor 

San  Francisco 

Box  77494 

San  Francisco,  CA  94107 
(415)  395-9520 
Public  Office; 

Tues.  6-8  p.m. 

564  Market  Street 
Suite  718 


TROTSKYIST  LEAGUE  OF  CANADA/LIGUE  TROTSKYSTE  DU  CANADA 

Toronto 

Vancouver 

Box  7198.  Station  A 

Box  2717.  Mam  P.O. 

Toronto.  ON  M5W  1X8 

Vancouver.  BC  V6B  3X2 

(416)  593-4138 

(604)  687-0353 
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— -All  Out  February  9!^ — 

Frank  Ogawa  Plaza,  Oakland,  2 p.m. 


Mobilize  Multiracial  Union  Power  in  a 
Mass  Labor-Centered  Protest! 


the  Anti-Immigrant 


Witchhunt! 

Anti-Terrorist  Laws  Target 
Immigrants,  Blacks,  Labor 

No  to  the  USA-Patriot  Act  and 
the  Maritime  Security  Act! 


We  reprint  below  the  demonstration 
call  issued  on  January  20  by  the  Bay 
Area  Labor  Black  League  for  Social 
Defense  and  the  Partisan  Defense 
Committee. 

We  call  on  the  powerful  multiracial 
unions  in  the  Bay  Area  to  mobilize 
against  the  government’s  war  on  Amer- 
ica’s integrated  working  class,  on  black 
people  and  on  immigrants.  Every 
bombing  raid  and  missile  attack  on 
Afghanistan  came  together  with  new 
deadly  assaults  on  the  democratic  rights 
of  all  of  us.  Bush  and  Attorney  General 
Ashcroft — that  apologist  for  the  Con- 
federate slavocracy — have  taken  first 
aim  at  people  of  Near  Eastern  descent 
who  were  rounded  up  and  thrown  in  jail 
where  hundreds  still  remain.  They’ve 
created  the  spectre  of  an  "enemy 
within"  in  order  to  strengthen  the  pow- 
ers of  their  own  consummately  violent 
state.  But  what  America’s  racist  rulers 
can  get  away  with  will  be  determined 
by  class  struggle.  We  must  fight  now  to 


defend  our  rights  and  jobs,  and  the 
rights  and  jobs  of  our  immigrant  broth- 
ers and  sisters.  A united  demonstra- 
tion -of  the  power  of  our  class,  together 
with  youth,  black  and  immigrant  organ- 
izations. can  spike  the  bosses’  racist 
"national  unity"  campaign. 


Under  the  USA-Patriot  Act,  rammed 
through  with  bipartisan  support  in  the 
wake  of  the  criminal  attack  on  the 
World  Trade  Center,  non-citizens  can 
be  deported  without  a hearing  while 
operations  like  the  FBI’s  COINTEL- 
PRO.  which  murdered  38  Black  Pan- 


thers and  framed  hundreds  more,  are 
once  more  officially  sanctioned.  "Na- 
tional security”  is  also  the  pretext  for  a 
frontal  assault  on  the  longshore  unions, 
a historic  bastion  of  labor  power,  under 
the  Port,  Maritime  and  Rail  Security 
Act.  Down  with  the  anti-immigrant 
witchhunt!  No  to  the  USA-Patriot  Act 
and  Maritime  Security  Act! 

The  "war  on  terrorism"  is  aimed 
straight  at  the  heart  of  the  working 
class.  Hundreds  of  New  Jersey  teachers 
striking  for  a decent  contract  were 
handcuffed  and  jailed,  while  their 
union  spokesman  was  denounced  as 
"the  representative  of  the  Taliban." 
The  Stale  Attorney  of  South  Car- 
olina compared  International  Long- 
shoremen’s Association  members  in 
Charleston,  who  had  fought  to  defend 
their  union  against  cops  and  scabs, 
to  the  World  Trade  Center  terrorists. 
Black  Panther  leaders  Fred  Hampton 
and  Mark  Clark,  murdered  by  Chicago 
continued  on  page  9 


“We  demonstration  with  the  following  demands:  ‘Anti-Terrorist  Laws  Target  Immigrants. 

piacKS.  Laoor  No  to  the  USA-Patnot  Act  and  the  Maritime  Security  Act!’  and  ‘Down  With  the  Anti-Immigrant  Witchhunt!’.” 


Partial  list  of  endorsers  as  of  January  20,  2002: 

AFSCME  Local  444,  Oakland,  CA 

Willie  Lee  Bell,  retired  Recording  Secretary.  lAM&AW 
Local  739  and  1584.*  Oakland,  CA 

CARECEN,  Central  American  Resource  Center, 

San  Francisco.  CA 

Leroy  Collier,  President,  National  Association  of 
Letter  Carriers.  Branch  2200,*  Pasadena.  CA 

Michael  Crahan,  President.  LIUNA  Local  1141.* 

San  Francisco.  CA 


John  Holmes,  Delegate,  Representative  Assembly. 
Typographical  Sector,  Northern  California  Media 
Workers  Union  #39521* 

International  Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union 
Local  10,  San  Francisco.  CA 

Labor  Black  League  for  Social  Defense,  Oakland,  CA 

Brian  McWilliams,  SFLC  delegate.  International 
Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union.* 

San  Francisco,  CA 

Charles  Minster,  Steward  and  SFLC  delegate. 
National  Park  and  Public  Employees.  LIUNA  Local 
1141.*  San  Francisco.  CA 


Klilu  Nyasha,  Producer/Programmer,  “Connecting 
the  Dots"  KPOO  89.5  FM.*  San  Francisco.  CA 
Partisan  Defense  Committee 

German  Reyes,  Shop  Steward.  SEIU  Local  87.* 
San  Francisco,  CA 

Spartacist  League/U.S. 

Spartacus  Youth  Club,  San  Francisco  Bay  Area 
*Organizational  affiliation  for  identification  purposes  only. 


We  want  to  make  it  very  clear  that  these  endorsers  do  not 
necessarily  agree  in  any  particular  with  the  call  by  the 
Partisan  Defense  Committee  and  Labor  Black  League  lor 
Social  Defense  printed  above. 
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Greed,  Hypocrisy  and  the  Profit  System 


Enron 


PfoMs  From  lOMdor  and  Ras»ncted  SharehokJer  Tfar\MclK>n»  2001 


tiou. 


Reuters 


Eslnn/NY  Times 


Enron:  Capitalism  U.S.A. 


Media  pundits  and  a growing  chorus  of 
capitalist  politicians  are  decrying  the 
"improprieties”  that  led  to  the  meltdown  of 
Enron,  until  recently  America's  seventh- 
largest  corporation.  In  fact,  the  specta- 
cle of  Enron  executives  cashing  in  their 
chips  to  the  tune  of  billions  while  19,000 
former  employees  have  seen  their  jobs 
and  future  well-being  disappear  has  sim- 
ply brought  into  sharp  focus  the  daily 
operations  of  the  capitalist  system.  In 
short,  working  people  produce  all  the 
wealth  and  the  rich  do  as  they  will  with 
the  proceeds.  This  has  aroused  anger 
among  ordinary  Americans  and  caused 
not  inconsiderable  discomfort  for  the  rul- 
ing class,  which  prefers  that  the  gloss  of 
democracy  cover  the  reality  that  this  is  its 
system  and  its  state. 

From  TV  talk  shows  to  the  editorial 
pages  of  leading  newspapers  like  the  New 
York  Times,  much  has  been  made  of  the 
seeming  failure  or  erosion  of  corporate 
"checks  and  balances”  and  government 
regulations.  By  their  lights,  "crony  capi- 
talism" was  a disease  peculiar  to  Japan 
and  Southeast  Asia,  whereas  American 
capitalism  was  “virtuous"  in  its  "transpar- 
ency,*’ because  the  government  suppos- 
edly controlled  such  excesses  as  may 
occur  in  the  pursuit  of  profits.  An  edito- 
rial in  the  Straits  Times  of  Singapore,  with 
justice,  exposed  the  hypocrisy  of  Amer- 
ica’s rulers:  “How  could  all  this  have  hap- 
pened on  Wall  Street,  the  benchmark  (or 
so  Asians  were  told  in  1997)  of  corporate 
transparency?  The  simple  answer  is:  The 
U S.  government  let  it  happen." 


From  its  formation  in  1985,  Enron 
could  not  have  prospered  as  it  did  without 
a coordinated  effort  by  the  government — 
from  the  Supreme  Court  to  Congress  and 
the  White  House — to  deregulate  the 
energy  industry  and  clear  other  obstacles 
in  its  way.  The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that 
the  U.S.,  of  all  advanced  capitalist  coun- 
tries. is  one  in  which  the  least  effort  is 
expended  in  maintaining  the  fiction  of 
government  "independence"  from  its  cap- 
italist masters.  One  need  only  look  at  the 
rapidly  revolving  door  between  the  Enron 
board  of  directors  and  the  government. 

Former  Enron  chief  Kenneth  Lay  was 
at  one  time  the  Interior  Department’s  dep- 
uty undersecretary  for  energy  affairs. 
Thomas  While,  now  Secretary  of  the 
Army,  began  his  climb  in  the  military, 
then  became  an  Enron  vice  chairman  and 
was  then  appointed  to  his  current  post  in 
the  Bush  administration,  where  he  pushed 
efforts  to  deregulate  and  privatise  energy 
utilities  serving  the  military.  Democratic 
Senator  Joseph  Lieberman.  whose  con- 
tempt for  "immorality”  gave  him  the  vice 
presidential  slot  in  the  Gore  campaign, 
has  been  the  recipient  of  much  Enron- 
related  largesse  and  played  a role  in 
quashing  efforts  to  impose  stricter  finan- 
cial reporting  on  corporations  in  1994. 
Now  Lieberman  runs  a Senate  committee 
poised  to  investigate  Enron's  impropri- 
eties. Robert  Rubin.  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  under  Clinton,  was  Enron’s  man 
at  Goldman  Sachs  before  assuming  his 
Cabinet  position  and  has  since  gone  on  to 
become  Enron’s  man  at  Citigroup.  The 


list  of  co-conspirators  goes  on  and  on  and 
on.  Over  50  percent  of  the  current  mem- 
bers of  Congress  have  been  recipients  of 
Enron  handouts.  All  of  this  only  serves  to 
underline  the  understanding  laid  bare  by 
Karl  Marx  more  than  150  years  ago.  that 
the  capitalist  state  is  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  capitalist  class  as  a whole. 

As  the  "let  them  eat  cake"  parly  of  the 
bourgeoisie,  the  Republicans  arrogantly 
dismiss  the  sufferings  of  those  victimized 
by  capitalist  devastation.  Bush  economic 
adviser  Larry  Lindsey  extolled  the  Enron 
debacle  as  a "tribute  to  American  capital- 
ism." Treasury  Secretary  Paul  O’Neill 
declared  that  “companies  come  and  go. 
It’s  part  of  the  genius  of  capitalism." 
The  other  parly  of  American  capitalism, 
the  Democrats — which  incorporates  the 
trade-union  lops  as  a constituent  part  in 
order  to  capture  the  votes  of  those  who 
labor — at  times  proposes  to  “reform’* 
capitalism’s  most  egregious  excesses. 

At  base,  the  Democrats  are  no  less 
avaricious.  Terry  McAuliffe,  national 
chairman  of  the  Democratic  Party,  was 
virtually  moved  to  tears  by  Enron’s  after- 
math. describing  its  practices  as  “simply 
outrageous”  and.  with  funereal  solemnity, 
declaring  that  his  "heart  goes  out  to  the 
employees  and  shareholders  who  were 
victimized  by  a web  of  greed  and  deceit." 
When  later  confronted  with  the  fact  that 
he  had  parlayed  a $100,000  investment  in 
Global  Crossing,  a telecom  venture,  into 
$18  million  and  “managed"  to  cash  out 
before  it  went  belly  up  this  week,  the 
fangs  of  the  entrepreneur  became  more 


apparent.  Echoing  the  anii-Communisi 
rejoinder  of  the  McCarthy  era.  he  pro- 
claimed: “If  you  don’t  like  capitalism 
move  to  Cuba  or  China," 

The  revolutionary  overturns  that  ef- 
fected the  expropriation  of  capitalism  in 
China  and  Cuba  meant  that,  even  in  back- 
ward circumstances,  all  had  a job  and 
housing  as  well  as  access  to  education  and 
health  care.  These  gains  are  now  being 
eroded,  particularly  so  in  China,  precisely 
by  the  penetration,  to  varying  degrees,  of 
capitalist  exploitation  into  the  economies 
of  these  deformed  workers  stales. 

Workers  in  the  U.S.  have  an  option  un- 
mentioned by  McAuliffe,  that  is,  to  carry 
out  a socialist  revolution  in  this  country: 
to  overturn  the  U.S.  imperialist  order, 
wrest  control  of  the  means  of  production 
from  the  capitalist  moguls  and  proceed  to 
build  a society  in  which  there  is  no  ex- 
ploitation, joblessness,  want  or  injustice. 

Monopoly  Capitalism  and 
Business  Secrets 

Lecturing  on  the  ills  that  had  allegedly 
brought  about  the  1997-98  Asian  eco- 
nomic crisis,  then  Secretary  of  State 
Madeleine  Albright  sermonized  to  an 
annual  gathering  of  the  Association  of 
Southeast  Asian  Nations  in  July  2000  on 
the  path  to  capitalist  virtue:  “A  critical  com- 
ponent of  this  effort  will  be  strengthening 
the  rule  of  law  and  curbing  official  cor- 
ruption and  cronyism.”  Businessmen  hid- 
ing their  assets  and  liabilities  while  work- 
ing hand  in  glove  with  government 
continued  on  page  15 


Ten  Years  After 

Counterrevolution  in  the  USSR 


For  New 

October  Revolutions! 


SEE  PAGE  6 


Anti-Arab  Witchhunt,  Mass  Layoffs 

Detroit: 

A City  on  the  Edge 


The  following  is  a January  18  report, 
edited  for  publication,  on  a visit  to  the 
Detroit  area  by  a team  of  Spartacist 
League  comrades  from  Chicago. 

Detroit  Is  a city  on  the  edge.  The 
effects  of  the  recession  are  kicking  in,  and 
layoffs  are  coming  with  a vengeance. 
After  years  of  humongous  profits,  Ford 
announced  a "restructuring”  plan  includ- 
ing plant  closures  and  tens  of  thousands  of 
layoffs,  and  the  huge  Henry  Ford  Hospi- 
tal also  announced  thousands  of  layoffs. 


The  effects  will  be  massive.  The  parts 
plants,  many  of  which  were  spun  off  years 
ago.  have  CDntracts  coming  up,  and  they 
are  going  to  be  nowhere  near  as  good  as 
the  old  United  Auto  Workers  contracts.  A 
lot  of  these  plants  are  out  in  all-white  sub- 
urbs like  Livonia  and  Sterling  Heights, 
places  where  black  people  never  hear  of 
job  openings,  and  nepotism  is  rife.  De- 
troit proper  was  eviscerated  20  years  ago 
in  the  last  recession,  and  so  it  remains. 
Detroit  has  a new  young  mayor,  Kwame 


TROTSKY 


LENIN 


For  Black  Liberation  Through 
Socialist  Revolution! 

Black  oppression,  rooted  in  the  legacy  of 
chattel  slavery,  is  the  bedrock  of  American 
capitalism.  As  a spokesman  for  the  then- 
Trotskyist  Socialist  Workers  Party  stressed 
during  World  War  ll,  when  the  Jim  Crow 
system  of  racial  segregation  reigned  in  the 
South,  racial  oppression  can  only  be  elimi- 
nated through  the  proletarian  overthrow  of 
the  American  bourgeois  order.  This  Marxist 
understanding  is  underscored  by  the  contin- 
uing and  deepening  oppression  and  immiseration  of  the  mass  of  the  black  population 
today,  nearly  four  decades  after  the  end  of  legal  segregation  in  the  South. 

In  1848  Karl  Marx,  after  making  a scientific  analysis  of  the  history  of  society, 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  state  was  supported  and  kept  in  power  by  and  for  the 
ruling  class  in  society.  Whoever  owns  the  means  of  production  makes  up  the  ruling 
class.  The  state  serves  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  exploiting  minority  over  the 
exploited  majority.  In  slavery  days  the  judges,  law  officers,  and  governors,  that  is,  the 
state  apparatus,  unfailingly  upheld  the  interests  of  the  slaveholder  over  the  slave.  In 
feudal  days  the  state  was  always  on  the  side  of  the  noble  and  against  the  serf. 

We  have  reached  the  point  in  America  today  where  it  is  the  monopoly  capitalists  who 
own  and  control  the  means  of  production.  The  industrial  workers,  on  the  other  hand, 
comprise  the  exploited  majority.  True  to  the  Marxist  analysis,  every  agent  of  the  state 
from  top  to  bottom  must  do  the  bidding  of  the  monied  interests.  If  he  defies  the  capital- 
ists he  is  soon  kicked  out  in  one  way  or  another.  Now  what  has  that  got  to  do  with  the 
Negro?  Marx  said  that  no  ruling  class  has  been  able  to  long  exploit  the  vast  majority  unless 
that  majority  was  split  within  itself.  The  capitalists  know  this  and  they  make  the  most  of 
it.  Whether  based  on  race,  religion,  nationality,  language,  or  custom,  the  axiom  “divide 
and  rule”  is  never  forgotten  and  never  neglected  by  those  who  are  in  power.... 

Therefore  we  say  that  this  system— capitalism— is  the  basic  and  fundamental  enemy 
of  the  Negro  people.  Here  is  the  spring  from  which  flows  the  vile  potion  that  cascades 
down  to  form  the  final  stream  of  Negro  inequality.  We  have  found  the  source — let  us 
mark  it  well.  This  is  the  reason  why  the  fight  against  Jim  Crow  without  a fight  against 
capitalism,  well  intentioned  though  it  may  be.  is  an  endless  and  fruitless  fight.  To 
establish  Negro  equality,  we  must  abolish  capitalism.... 

Now  what  would  bring  the  Negro  full  equality?  What  would  bring  him  full  employ- 
ment? We  say  not  capitalism,  but  socialism.  Socialism  with  its  nationalized  property 
and  its  planned  economy.  Now  factories  hum  only  with  the  production  of  instruments  of 
death  and  destruction,  manufactured  solely  for  the  profit  of  the  few.  Under  socialism 
factories  would  hum  with  the  production  of  instruments  of  life  and  construction,  man- 
ufactured to  supply  the  needs  of  the  many.  World  socialism,  without  a doubt,  would 
bring  with  its  classless  society  full  equality,  full  employment,  job  security,  peace,  and 
plenty  to  not  only  the  Negro  people  but  to  all  mankind. 

— Charles  Jackson,  “How  to  Win  the  Struggle,”  Militant,  25  November  1944. 
reprinted  in  Fighting  Racism  in  World  War  //  (1980) 
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8 February  2002 


Protesters  in  Dearborn, 
Michigan  demonstrate 
against  government’s 
anti-Arab  campaign. 


Kilpatrick,  son  of  a longtime  City  Coun- 
cil member.  He’s  promising  the  sky,  of 
course,  but  is  facing  a budget  deficit  and 
a teachers  union  contract  coming  up  soon. 

Then  the  “war  on  terrorism”  gets 
thrown  into  the  mix.  The  case  that  is  hot 
right  now  is  that  of  Rabih  Haddad,  co- 
founder of  the  Global  Relief  Foundation, 
an  organization  that  the  FBI  says  has  fun- 
neled  money  to  terrorists.  The  Feds  are 
trying  to  deport  him.  and  on  January  15 


Waldman/PDi 

they  spirited  him  to  Chicago,  probably 
in  large  part  because  he  has  a vocal 
base  of  support  in  Detroit.  Dearborn  and 
Ann  Arbor.  There  have  been  demonstra- 
tions of  several  hundred,  and  last  week 
Al  Sharpton  came  to  town  to  support 
him.  Congressman  John  Conyers  was 
refused  admittance  to  his  hearing.  Dear- 
born mayor  Michael  Guido  ominously 
announced  that  the  city  will  appoint  a 
continued  on  page  15 


Martha  Phillips 


Spariacist 


10  March  1948  — 9 February  1992 

It  has  been  ten  years  since  the  murder  of  our  comrade  Martha  Phillips 
in  Moscow.  A cadre  of  the  Spariacist  League/U.S.  for  20  years.  Martha 
was  actively  involved  in  the  antiwar,  civil  rights  and  labor  movements.  For 
many  years,  she  had  lived  and  worked  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area, 
where  she  helped  found  the  Labor  Black  League  for  Social  Defense,  which 
grew  out  of  her  1 983  election  campaign  for  Oakland  City  Council. 

In  1991,  Martha  went  to  Moscow,  where  she  died  on  the  front  lines  of 
the  struggle  to  reimplani  Lenin  and  Trotsky’s  communism  in  the  homeland 
of  the  October  Revolution.  In  July  of  that  year,  Martha  presented  greetings 
from  the  International  Communist  League  to  a meeting  of  the  Moscow 
Workers  Congress.  Her  remarks,  published  in  VVV'  No.  532  (2  August 
1991).  sought  to  lay  bare  what  capitalist  restoration  would  mean  for  the 
working  people  of  the  Soviet  Union.  She  presented  a fighting  perspective 
for  defense  of  the  gains  of  October  and  the  need  for  a proletarian  political 
revolution  to  return  the  Soviet  Union  to  the  internationalist  program  which 
animated  the  Bolshevik  Revolution  of  1917.  She  sharply  denounced  the 
anti-Semitism  that  permeated  the  Stalinist  “patriot”  milieu. 

Following  Boris  Yeltsin’s  counterrevolutionary  coup  in  August  1991, 
Martha  oversaw  the  distribution  to  Russian  workers  of  tens  of  thousands 
of  copies  of  our  statement  “Soviet  Workers:  Defeat  Yeltsin-Bush  Counter- 
revolution!” She  played  a critical  role  in  the  production  of  our  Russian- 
language  Spariacist  Bulletin  series,  including  an  issue  published  immedi- 
ately after  her  death  tilled  "Leninist  Party — Tribune  of  the  People.”  which 
was  dedicated  to  her  memory. 

Al  the  time  of  her  death,  Martha  was  the  most  visible  fighter  for  the 
program  of  Trotskyist  internationalism  in  the  former  Soviet  Union.  Our 
anguish  over  her  irreplaceable  loss  is  compounded  by  the  fact  that,  to  this 
day.  we  still  do  not  know  who  murdered  Martha,  or  why.  Our  efforts  to 
press  for  a serious  investigation  into  this  tragedy  were  met  with  deliberate 
evasion  and  incompetence  by  the  Moscow  authorities  and  utter  indiffer- 
ence by  the  American  consulate. 

The  devastation  of  capitalist  counterrevolution  in  the  former  Soviet 
Union  cries  out  for  the  construction  of  a proletarian,  inlernaiionalisi  party 
that  can  organize  and  lead  the  fight  against  grinding  immiseration,  murder- 
ous chauvinism,  all-sided  social  bigotry  and  all  the  other  horrors  of  capi- 
talist restoration.  Comrade  Phillips  dedicated  her  life  to  building  such  a 
party,  a Leninist  tribune  of  the  people.  We  honor  our  fallen  comrade's 
spirit,  tenacity  and  courage  through  our  resolve  to  continue  the  struggle  to 
reforge  the  Fourth  International,  world  party  of  sociali.st  revolution. 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Young  Spartacus 


Mobilizing  for  the  February  9 
Immigrant  Rights  Demo 


WV  Photo 


February  4,  Oakland  City  Hall;  Press  conference  announcing  growing  support 
for  February  9 mobilization  included  representatives  of  AFSCME  Local  444, 
SF  Day  Labor  Program,  Filipino  Workers  Association,  PDC  and  Bay  Area 
Labor  Black  League. 


Bay  Area  SYC 

Our  efforts  to  mobilize  labor,  blacks, 
immigrants  and  students  to  demonstrate 
in  defense  of  immigrant  and  labor  rights 
on  February  9 have  met  a fantastic 
response  here  in  the  Bay  Area.  From  the 
docks  to  colleges,  from  high  schools  to 
downtown  supermarkets,  interested  youth 
and  workers  are  organizing  contingents, 
mobilizing  friends  and  co-workers,  and 
picking  up  leaflets  to  advertise  for  this 
labor-centered  united-front  protest.  In 
building  from  their  respective  campuses, 
our  Spartacus  Youth  Club  comrades  have 
been  giving  presentations  at  high  schools 
and  colleges  in  San  Francisco,  Oakland 
and  Berkeley.  The  following  report  is  by 
two  members  of  the  SYC.  Kat  and  Burt, 
who  have  been  actively  participating  in 
preparations  for  the  rally. 

In  October,  the  Democrats  and  the 
Republicans  passed  the  USA-Patrioi  Act. 
This  allows  the  government  to  deport  any 
non-citizen  without  any  hearing  at  all. 
This  act  leaves  immigrant  labor  defense- 
less. unless  fought  against  by  other  ele- 
ments of  the  working  class.  That  is  why 
we  are  mobilizing  the  multiracial  Bay 
Area  unions  against  the  USA-Patriot  Act. 

The  bourgeoisie  has  created  this  idea 
of  the  “terrorist  enemy  within”  in  order  to 
strengthen  the  powers  of  their  own  vio- 
lent state.  But  just  how  violent  and  crazy 
these  racist  capitalists  are  going  to  get 
depends  on  how  much  class  struggle 
fights  them.  We  have  to  fight  now  for 
our  own  rights  and  our  own  jobs,  and  the 
jobs  and  rights  of  our  immigrant  broth- 
ers and  sisters.  We  are  forging  a united 
demonstration  of  working-class  power — 
together  with  youth,  black  and  immi- 
grant organizations — to  stop  the  attacks 


of  the  capitalists’  “national  unity”  cam- 
paign. And  if  you  look  at  the  American 
left,  you’ll  realize  if  we  don’t,  no  one 
will! 

That  is  being  reflected  in  the  conversa- 
tions we’re  having  with  students  from 
campuses  around  the  Bay  Area.  Students 
from  Oakland’s  Laney  College,  a heavily 
black  and  immigrant  community  college, 
while  enthusiastic  about  a labor-centered 
action  to  defend  immigrants,  also  want 
to  know  what  kind  of  organization  would 
initiate  and  build  such  a demo.  It's  quite 
clear  that  you  don’t  need  to  be  a com- 
munist to  realize  that  workers  have  to 
defend  immigrant  rights  because  the  cap- 
italists’ anti-immigrant  campaign  is  ulti- 
mately aimed  at  the  working  class  as  a 
whole.  That  is  easy  to  grasp.  But  it  is 
apparent  that  it  does  take  a communist 
organization  to  organize  workers  to  act 


in  defense  of  immigrants.  On  campuses 
around  the  region,  most  other  leftist 
groups  have  met  our  call  with  silence 
at  best.  The  International  Socialist  Or- 
ganization, which  actively  boycotted  the 
united-front  demonstration  we  organ- 
ized in  defense  of  immigrant  workers  and 
foreign-born  students  at  San  Francisco 
State  University  in  December,  won’t  even 
answer  the  question  as  to  whether  they’ll 
endorse  this  demo.  This  shows  their  blind 
faith  in  the  reformability  of  the  capitalist 
system,  and  consequent  fear  of  indepen- 
dent labor  action,  which  could  threaten 
bourgeois  rule. 

The  message  about  this  mobilization  is 
traveling  fast.  People  are  taking  leaflets 
by  the  dozens  to  distribute  in  their  neigh- 
borhoods. and  many  groups  are  organ- 
izing contingents  to  bring  to  the  demo. 
Students  from  high  schools  from  San 


Francisco  to  Walnut  Creek  are  mobilizing 
contingents;  an  English  as  a Second  Lan- 
guage teacher  at  Laney  College,  active  in 
the  defense  of  immigrant  students,  took  a 
bundle  of  flyers  to  distribute  to  her  stu- 
dents and  fellow  ESL  instructors.  A group 
of  black  gay  youth  from  Oakland  stopped 
one  of  our  comrades  on  the  street  as  he 
was  carrying  a sign  for  the  demo  and  got 
leaflets  to  pass  around,  saying  they 
wouldn’t  think  of  missing  such  a protest. 
Contingents  are  also  being  organized 
from  San  Francisco  State  University, 
UC-Berkeley.  Laney  College  and  UC- 
Santa  Cruz. 

Immigrant  rights  groups  are  also  organ- 
izing contingents:  CARECEN.  the  Cen- 
tral American  Resource  Center,  is  arrang- 
ing transportation  to  bring  their  members 
and  workers  from  the  SF  Day  Labor  Pro- 
gram to  the  demo,  Supporters  have  been 
dropping  off  leaflets  in  mom-and-pop 
stores,  with  particular  success  in  San 
Francisco’s  Chinatown  and  on  East  I4th 
Street  in  Oakland,  a long  avenue  with 
a wide  range  of  Asian  and  Latino  im- 
migrants and  blacks.  At  one  barbecue 
joint,  the  owner  posted  in  his  window  all 
three  of  our  flyers.  English.  Spanish  and 
Arabic/Chinese. 

The  main  thing  we’re  cutting  across 
in  building  this  demo  is  the  capital- 
ists’ divide  and  rule  scheme  of  pitting 
American-born  workers  against  immi- 
grant workers.  We  do  not  see  the  world 
divided  by  national  lines — or  gender, 
racial  or  ethnic  lines,  for  that  matter.  We 
see  it  in  terms  of  worldwide  class  lines, 
which  means  that  workers  in  Mexico  are 
the  brothers  and  sisters  of  American-born 
workers.  This  demo  has  been  endorsed 
by  the  SF  Day  Labor  Program,  which 
finds  work  for  immigrant  workers,  and  it 
has  been  endorsed  by  the  International 
Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union  Local  6 
continued  on  page  14 


“We  endorse  and  will  help  build  a united  front  labor/black  demonstration  with  the  following  demands:  ‘Anti-Terrorist  Laws  Target  Immigrants, 
Blacks,  Labor— No  to  the  USA-Patriot  Act  and  the  Maritime  Security  Act!’  and  ‘Down  With  the  Anti-Immigrant  Witchhunt!’.” 


Partial  list  of  endorsers  as  of  February  S,  2002: 

Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  Revolutionary  Journalist,  Death  Row,  PA 
African  Students  Union,  Hunter  College.*  New  York,  NY 
AFSCME  Local  444,  Oakland.  CA 

Al-Awda/Palestine  Right  To  Return  Coalition  — NY/NJ  Committee 
Amalgamated  Transit  Union  Black  Caucus 
Association  des  Palesliniens  en  France.  Ivry  sur  Seme.  France 
MarceMus  Barnes,  President,  Amalgamated  Transit  Union 
Black  Caucus 

Willie  Lee  Bell,  retired  Recording  Secretary. 

lAM&AW  Local  739  and  1584.*  Oakland.  CA 
Berkeley  Stop  the  War  Coalition,  Berkeley.  CA 
Berlin  Afrikanisches  Immigrantinnen  Projekt,  Berlin,  Germany 
Wanda  J.  Black,  President/Bus.  Agent,  Local  241.  Amalgamated 
Transit  Union,*  Chicago,  IL 

Jackie  B.  Breckenridge,  International  Vice  President,  Amalgamated 
Transit  Union  • AFL-  CIO* 

Canadian  Arab  Federation.  Toronto.  Canada 
Canadian  Union  of  Postal  Workers,  ^^e^ro  Toronto  Region 
CARECEN,  Central  American  Resource  Center, 

San  Francisco.  CA 

Leroy  Collier,  President.  National  Association  of  Letter  Carriers, 
Branch  2200.*  Pasadena.  CA 
Coordination  Nationale  des  Sans  Papiers,  Paris.  France 
Michael  Crahan,  President,  LIUNA  Local  1141,* 

San  Francisco.  CA 

Ron  Dicks.  VP.  for  Political  & Legis,  Action,  International  Federation  of 
Professional  & Technical  Engineers  Local  21,*  San  Francisco.  CA 
Filipino  Workers  Association.  Richmond,  CA 
Freedom  Socialist  Party/Radical  Women 

John  Holmes,  Delegate,  Representative  Assembly.  Typographical 
Sector,  Northern  California  Media  Workers  Union  #39521 , CWA* 
Mustapha  Houamed,  Secretary.  Student  Committee  for  Peace  in 
Palestine.*  St.  Denis  University,  Paris.  France 


Hakim  Husien,  Chicago  Chapter  President,  Palestine  Aid  Society.* 
Chicago.  IL 

International  Federation  of  Iraqi  Refugees  (Sydney)  Inc.,  Sydney. 
Australia 

International  Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union  Local  6. 

Oakland.  CA 

International  Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union  Local  10, 

San  Francisco.  CA 
Internationalist  Group 
Geronimo  ji  Jaga 
Justice  Action,  Sydney.  Australia 
Kaws.EI.Karama  (newspaper),  Tunis,  Tunisia 
Randell  Kim,  previous  2nd  Vice  President,  AFSCME  Local  444 
Kurdish,  Turkish  Human  Rights  Committee,  Melbourne.  Australia 
La  Raza  Centro  Legal,  San  Francisco.  CA 
Labor  Council  for  Latin  American  Advancement  - SF  (LCLAA), 
San  Francisco.  CA 

Latino  Workers  Center,  New  York.  NY 
Patricia  Loya,  Executive  Director.  Centro  Legal  de  la  Raza,* 
Oakland,  CA 

LTS-Contracorriente,  Mexico  City,  Mexico 
Stephen  Lysaght,  President.  East  Bay  Area  Local.  American  Postal 
Workers  Union,*  Walnut  Creek.  CA 
Ronald  Malone,  Shop  Steward.  HERE  Local  2.* 

San  Francisco.  CA 

Brian  McWilliams,  SFLC  delegate.  International  Longshore 
and  Warehouse  Union.*  San  Francisco.  CA 
Charles  Minster,  Steward  and  SFLC  delegate.  National  Park  and 
Public  Employees,  LIUNA  Local  1141.*  San  Francisco.  CA 
Eugene  “Gus"  Newport,  former  Mayor.  Berkeley.  CA 
Kiilu  Nyasha,  Producer/Programmer.  “Connecting  the  Dots*  KPOO 
89.5  FM.*  San  Francisco.  CA 

Gary  Okihiro,  Professor.  Columbia  University.*  New  York.  NY 
One  World  Society,  Trinity  College,*  Dublin.  Ireland 


Pilipino  Workers  Center  of  Southern  California,  Los  Angeles.  CA 
German  Reyes,  Shop  Steward,  SEIU  Local  87,*  San  Francisco.  CA 
Wilson  Riles,  candidate.  Riles  for  Mayor,*  Oakland,  CA 
Eduardo  Rosario,  Vice  President,  GCIU  Local  4N.*  and  President, 
LCLAA-SF.  San  Francisco,  CA 
Michael  Rossman,  archivist.  Free  Speech  Movement 
Archives.*  Berkeley,  CA 

Stephanie  Ruby,  Secretary-Treasurer,  HERE  Local  2850.* 

Oakland,  CA 

Section  Syndicate  SUD  PTT,  Cr^teil  PFC,  Crdleil,  France 
SF  Day  Labor  Program,  San  Francisco,  CA 
Earl  Silbar,  Chief  Steward.  AFSCME  Local  3506.*  Chicago.  IL 
Sindicato  Independiente  de  Trabajadores  de  la  Universidad 
Autbnoma  Metropolitana.  Mexico  City,  Mexico 
Donald  A.  Smith,  Executive  Board-Trustee.  NALC,* 

Pasadena,  CA 

Socialist  Workers  Organization 

SOS  Struggle  of  Students,  Hamburg.  Germany 

Sparlacist  League/U.S. 

Spartacus  Youth  Club,  San  Francisco  Bay  Area 

Ted  Wang.  Policy  Director.  Chinese  lor  Atfirmative  Action.* 

San  Francisco,  CA 

Everetle  Whitfield,  Steward.  SEIU  Local  73.*  Chicago.  IL 
John  Williams,  Shop  Steward.  General  Motors  Holden.  Australian 
Manufacturing  Workers'  Union,*  Melbourne.  Australia 
Gerald  Zero,  Secretary-Treasurer.  Teamsters  Local  70S.* 

Chicago.  IL 

* Organizational  affiliation  for  identification  purposes  only. 

We  wsnt  to  make  it  very  clear  that  these  endorsers  do  not 
necessarily  agree  in  any  particular  with  the  call  by  the 
Partisan  Defense  Committee  and  Labor  Black  League  for  Social 
Defense. 


Initiated  by  the  Bay  Area  Labor  Black  League  for  Social  Defense  and  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee 
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Black  Straggle  and 
the  Vietnam  War 


A Review 


The  movie  Ali  brings  to  the  screen 
the  story  of  boxer  Muhammad  Ali. 
the  heavyweight  champion  whose 
intransigent  opposition  to  racist  oppres- 
sion and  U.S.  imperialism's  dirty  war  in 
Vietnam  made  him  a hero  to  millions 
around  the  world.  This  gripping  movie 
captures  not  merely  the  champ’s  prowess 
in  the  ring,  his  searing  wit  and  compas- 
sion. but  his  courage  in  standing  up  to 
the  U.S.  government  which  threatened 
him  with  imprisonment  and  stripped  him 
of  his  heavyweight  title  and  livelihood. 
The  movie  reminds  those  who  lived 
through  this  period,  and  acquaints  those 
who  didn't,  why  Ali  could  claim.  “I  am 
the  greatest.” 

Directed  by  Michael  Mann,  with  Ali’s 
close  cooperation,  and  starring  Will 
Smith,  the  movie  focuses  on  ten  years  of 
Ali’s  life.  It  begins  in  1964.  when  Ali 


By  Paul  Costello 


(then  named  Cassius  Clay),  as  a brash  22- 
year-old  underdog  known  as  the  “Louis- 
ville Lip.”  won  the  heavyweight  title  from 
Sonny  Liston  in  1964.  It  ends  on  a morn- 
ing in  Kinshasa.  Zaire  in  1974,  when  as 
an  aging  “over  the  hill”  underdog.  Ali 
recaptured  the  championship  from  the 
seemingly  unbeatable  George  Foreman. 
This  was  a period  of  vast  social  upheav- 
als— marked  by  ghetto  rebellions,  the  rise 
of  the  “Black  Power”  movement,  the 
mass  protests  against  U.S.  imperialism’s 
brutal  war  against  Vietnam,  In  1975  came 
the  battlefield  victory  of  the  Vietnamese 
workers  and  peasants  over  the  world’s 
most  powerful  imperialist  military. 

Ali  grew  up  at  the  beginning  of  the 
movement  for  black  civil  rights.  In  1954 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  declared  school 
segregation  unconstitutional.  Ro.sa  Parks’ 
arrest  in  1955  for  refusing  to  move  to  the 
back  of  a Montg^)mery,  Alabama  bus  led 
to  the  year-long  Montgomery  bus  boycott 
and  thrust  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  of 
the  Southern  Christian  Leadership  Con- 
ference (SCLC)  onto  center  stage  as  a 
{ national  spokesman  for  pacifist  “direct 
action.”  Across  the  South  the  KKK.  heav- 
ily overlapping  with  local  police  forces, 
launched  a blitzkrieg  of  racist  terror — 
lynchings,  church  burnings  and  brutal 
beatings  of  civil  rights  workers  and 
just  about  any  black  person  who  “got 
out  of  line.”  In  1955.  14-year-old  Emmett 
Till  was  castrated  and  lynched  for  the 
"crime”  of  whistling  at  a white  woman  in 
Mississippi. 

The  movie's  riveting  opening  sequence 
intersperses  shots  of  Ali  training  for  the 
Liston  fight — including  being  stopped  by 
a cop  who  asks.  “What  you  running  from, 
boy?” — to  moments  in  Ali’s  childhood 
which  shaped  his  consciousness.  One 
scene  shows  Ali  being  forced  to  move  to 
the  back  of  the  bus  in  segregated  Louis- 
ville. Kentucky,  as  he  sees  a newspaper 
headline  on  the  Till  lynching.  Not  .shown, 
however,  is  how  Ali  was  greeted  upon 
returning  home  after  triumphantly  repre- 
senting the  U.S.  in  the  1960  Olympics. 
As  Ali  later  recalled.  “With  my  gold 


medal  actually  hanging  around  my  neck, 
I couldn’t  get  a cheeseburger  served  to 
me  in  a downtown  Louisville  restaurant.” 
In  disgust.  Ali  threw  the  medal  into  the 
Ohio  River. 

Even  before  his  public  condemna- 
tions of  American  racism.  Ali  was  being 
vilified  by  white  sportswriters  because 
he  didn’t  fit  their  image  of  what  a 
boxer,  especially  one  who  is  black,  is 
supposed  to  be.  This  brutal  sport  has 
always  been  about  pitting  two  impover- 
ished fighters,  who  are  increasingly 
likely  to  be  black  or  Hispanic,  against 
one  another  to  beat  themselves  senseless 
to  the  thrills  of  a bloodthirsty — mostly 
while — crowd.  Shortly  after  Georgie 
Flores  became  the  sixth  boxer  killed  in 
1951,  James  P.  Cannon,  leader  of  the 
then-Trotskyist  Socialist  Workers  Parly 
(SWP)  wrote: 

“Cock-fighting  is  illegal;  it  is  considered 
inhumane  to  put  a couple  of  roosters  into 
the  pit  and  incite  them  to  spur  each  other 
• until  one  of  them  keels  over.  It  is  also 
against  the  law  to  put  bulldogs  into  the 
pit  to  fight  for  a side  bet.  But  our  civil- 
isation— which  is  on  the  march,  to  be 
sure — has  not  yet  advanced  to  the  point 


where  law  and  public  opinion  forbid 
men.  who  have  nothing  against  each 
other,  to  fight  for  money  and  the  amuse- 
ment of  paying  spectators.” 

— Miiitani,  24  September  1951. 
reprinted  m Notebook  of  an 
Agitator  {\95%) 

Ali  was  different.  As  he  said  after  his 
1971  victory  over  Jimmy  Ellis,  “Ain’t  no 
reason  for  me  to  kill  nobody  in  the  ring.” 
Ali  used  his  speed  and  agility,  circling  to 
the  left  on  his  toes,  snapping  off  jabs  and 
rapid-fire  combinations.  With  his  hands  at 
his  waist,  Ali  dared  his  opponent  to  hit 
him.  only  to  miss  widely  as  Ali  either 
pulled  his  head  back  or  darted  to  the  .side, 
ripping  off  a slinging  jab  as  he  “danced” 
away.  This  style  gave  birth  to  his  trade- 
mark slogan,  coined  by  his  black  Jewish 
ring  assistant.  Drew  “Bundini”  Brown; 
“Float  like  a butterfly,  sting  like  a bee.” 

Ali  and  Malcolm  X 

Ali  captured  the  title  at  the  height  of 
the  .struggles  against  Jim  Crow  segrega- 
tion and  a growing  polarization  within 
the  civil  rights  movement.  Young  activ- 
ists were  becoming  increasingly  disillu- 
sioned with  King's  pacifist  strategy. 


Through  bitter  and  repeated  experience, 
young  black  militants,  like  those  of  the 
Student  Non-Violent  Coordinating  Com 
miltee  (SNCC),  learned  firsthand  that 
despite  King’s  capacity  to  land  thousands 
of  activists  in  jail.s,  he  was  unable  to  dent 
the  stone  wall  of  racist  reaction.  On  the 
streets  of  Birmingham.  Alabama  in  1963. 
the  dead  end  of  King’s  pacifism  was 
exposed  in  blood.  Sheriff  Bull  Connor 
and  his  stormtroopers  set  upon  black 
demonstrators  with  police  dogs  and  fire 
hoses  set  at  pressures  sufficient  to  strip 
bark  off  a tree,  hurling  children  up  against 
the  walls.  King’s  nonviolent  philosophy 
was  junked  by  the  black  masses  who 
fought  back  with  slicks,  rocks,  knives  and 
bottles  against  the  racists  in  the  streets. 

As  the  young  civil  rights  activists 
became  more  radical,  they  found  in  Mal- 
colm X the  one  man  who  expressed 
boldly  the  thoughts  they  were  still  afraid 
to  voice  themselves.  Malcolm  was  the 
voice  of  the  angry  black  ghetto,  of  black 
militancy.  He  was  black  America’s  truth- 
teller,  intransigenily  opposed  to  the 
“while  man's  puppet  Negro  ‘leaders’,”  as 
he  called  King.  Bayard  Rusiin  and  other 
liberal  civil  rights  leaders.  He  reviled 
their  calls  to  "turn  the  other  cheek”  in 
the  face  of  murderous  attacks  by  the 
KKK  and  other  agents  of  Southern  Dixie- 
crat  rule.  He  denounced  their  appeals  to 
Democratic  president  John  F.  Kennedy 
and  his  brother  Robert,  the  attorney  gen- 
eral who  “came  to  the  aid”  of  civil  rights 
activists  by  sending  the  FBI  and  federal 
marshals  to  suppre.ss  militant  black 
protest. 

After  capturing  the  heavyweight 
crown.  Ali  immediately  came  under  fire 
for  his  association  with  Malcolm,  who 
was  then  the  most  prominent  spokesman 
for  the  Nation  of  Islam  (NOI).  As  the 
movie  shows.  Malcolm  had  been  seen 
with  Ali  before  the  Liston  bout  and 
rumors  surfaced  that  Ali  had  joined  the 
NOI.  The  morning  after  he  defeated  Lis- 
ton, Ali  confirmed  the  rumors,  announc- 
ing he  was  a Muslim,  henceforth  to  be 
known  as  Cassius  X.  Shortly  afterward, 
NOI  leader  Elijah  Muhammad  gave  him 
the  name  Muhammad  Ali. 

Ali’s  relationship  to  Malcolm  X was 
outside  the  bounds  of  what  was  deemed 
acceptable  for  a black  sports  figure  in 
racist  America.  And  they  were  going  to 
make  him  pay.  Because  he  consistently 
spoke  out  in  support  of  the  struggle  for 
black  freedom,  Ali  was  pilloried  by  vir- 
tually the  entire  corps  of  white  sports- 
writers.  They  wanted  him  to  "know  his 
place”  in  American  society.  This  is  con- 
veyed in  the  movie  when  Ali.  walking 
in  Harlem  with  Malcolm  X.  is  asked  by 
a reporter  if  he  is  going  to  be  “a  great 
champ,  like  Joe  Louis.”  Ali  replied,  “I'll 
be  a great  champ,  but  not  like  Joe 
Louis.”  Louis  agreed  to  be  used  by  the 
racist  rulers  to  build  support  for  their 
imperialist  war  aims  in  World  War  II. 
which  they  claimed  was  a "war  for 
democracy  against  fascism.” 

One  of  the  film’s  great  attributes  is  its 
portrayal  of  Malcolm  X’s  split  with  Eli- 
jah Muhammad  and  the  NOI  in  a much 
more  honest  way  than  Spike  Lee  did  in 
his  movie  Malcolm  X.  The  NOI  had  ex- 
isted for  more  than  a quarter  of  a century, 
attracting  a few  thousand  followers  and 
no  serious  interest  among  politically 
active  blacks.  In  the  early  1960s.  at  the 
height  of  the  civil  rights  movement,  the 
Black  Muslims  suddenly  exploded  into  the 
consciousness  of  black  (and  to  a lesser 
extent  white)  America.  It  had  always 
been  a tenet  of  the  NOI  that  the  black 
Christian  preacher  was  the  white  man’s 
main  tool  for  keeping  blacks  subjugated. 
By  this  Elijah  Muhammad  meant  nothing 
more  than  that  Christianity  prevented  the 
black  masses  from  discovering  “the  natu- 
ral religion  of  the  black  man.”  But  amid 
growing  dissatisfaction  with  the  liberal 
leadership  of  the  civil  rights  movement, 
the  Muslims'  condemnation  of  Christian 
submissivene.ss  appeared  to  be  some- 
thing more,  namely  a political  criticism 
of  King’s  pacifislic  liberalism  and  ties  to 
the  white  ruling  class. 

Although  they  considered  the  white 


^outh^VipMam'^thli  You  are  committing  the  same  ignominious  crimes  in 

A?m!/ ^ t ^ ^ ^ P®rp®*rating  against  your  family  at  home.”  Right:  Muhammad  Ali  escorted  from 

Army  examining  station  after  refusing  induction,  1967. 


4 


WORKERS  VANGUARD 


man  lo  be  the  personification  of  evil,  the 
NOI  opposed  in  principle  any  struggle 
against  racial  oppression.  Instead  they 
stood  for  mainiaining  hard  racial  separa- 
tion. even  inviting  American  Nazi  leader 
George  Lincoln  Rockwell  to  attend  a 
1961  NOI  rally  in  Washington  addressed 
by  Elijah  Muhammad.  Where  Eli)ah 
Muhammad  continued  to  emphasize  the 
.sect’s  religious  nature.  Malcolm  X did 
not.  It  was  largely  through  his  power- 
ful oratory  that  the  Muslims  attracted 
young  black  men  who  wanted  to  struggle 
against  racist  oppression.  At  the  same 
time.  Malcolm  upheld  the  NOI’s  separa- 
tism. declaring  "No  sane*  black  man 
really  wants  integration." 

Yet  masses  of  blacks  were  fighting 
precisely  for  social,  political  and  eco- 
nomic equality  within  American  society. 
Though  a critic  of  the  civil  rights  move- 
ment. Malcolm  remained  outside.  And 
while  the  young  black  militants  admired 
him.  they  marched  against  the  racists  with 
King  & Co.,  not  with  the  minister  of  the 
NOI’s  Temple  No.  7 in  Harlem.  In  the 
face  of  the  historic  struggles  for  black 
rights  that  were  shaking  the  country,  Mal- 
colm let  it  be  known  that  he  wanted  to  see 
the  NOI  abandon  their  abstentionism. 
arguing  that  the  Muslims  were  perceived 
as  people  who  “talk  tough,  but  they  never 
do  anything,  unless  somebody  bothers 
Muslims." 

When  Malcolm  responded  to  the  1963 
assassination  of  John  F.  Kennedy  by  say- 
ing it  was  a case  of  “chickens  coming 
home  to  roost.”  the  civil  rights  and  lib- 
eral establishment  went  apoplectic.  Eli- 
jah Muhammad  responded  by  suspend- 
ing him  from  the  NOI.  A scene  in  the 
movie  captures  the  increasing  political 
gulf  which  would  later  lead  Malcolm  X 
to  split  with  the  NOI.  Following  Ali’s 
victory  over  Liston.  Malcolm,  under  sus- 
pension at  the  time,  visits  Ali  and 
talks  of  how  his  "blood  was  boiling” 
when  a bomb  planted  by  the  KKK  ripped 
through  Birmingham’s  16lh  Street  Bap- 
tist church  a year  before,  killing  four 
black  girls.  Malcolm  declares  that  no 
more  will  he  allow  himself  to  be 
restrained  by  Elijah  Muhammad  in  fight- 
ing for  black  freedom. 

Refusing  to  be  silenced  by  Elijah 
Muhammad  and  increasingly  aware  that 
the  NOI  was  responsible  for  the  death 
threats  he  and  his  family  had  received. 
Malcolm  split  from  the  NOI  and  formed 
his  own  organizations,  the  Muslim 
Mosque,  Inc.  and  the  Organization  of 
Afro-American  Unity  (OAAU).  At  an 
OAAU  meeting  in  January  1965.  Mal- 
colm read  aloud  a telegram  he  had  sent 
to  the  Nazi  Rockwell: 

"This  is  to  warn  you  that  I am  no  longer 
held  in  check  from  fighting  while 
supremacists  by  Elijah  Muhammad’s 
separatist  Black  Muslim  movement,  and 
that  if  your  present  racist  agitation 
against  our  people  there  in  Alabama 
causes  physical  harm  to  Reverend  King 
or  any  other  black  Americans  who  are 
only  attempting  to  enjoy  their  rights  as 


Muhammad  Ali,  victorious  in  1965  rematch  with  Sonny  Liston 


free  human  beings,  that  you  and  your  Ku 
Klux  Klan  friends  will  be  met  with  max- 
imum physical  retaliation  from  those  of 
us  who  are  not  handcuffed  by  the  dis- 
arming philosophy  of  nonviolence,  and 
who  believe  in  asserting  our  right  of  self- 
defense — by  any  means  necessary." 

Ali  stayed  with  the  NOI.  The  movie 
.shows  his  last  meeting  with  Malcolm,  a 
chance  encounter  while  both  were  on  sep- 
arate tours  of  Africa  before  the  rematch 


lem  and  passage  of  the  Civil  Rights 
Act.  which  formally  ended  Jim  Crow 
segregation  in  the  South.  The  next  four 
years  were  marked  by  ghetto  rebellions  in 
Walts,  Detroit  and  Newark,  the  rise  of 
the  Black  Panther  Party  for  Self  Defense 
and  the  assassination  of  King,  which 
provoked  an  explosion  of  ghetto  upheav- 
als in  scores  of  cities.  It  was  marked  as 
well  by  the  rapid  development  of  mas- 


Ali  with  Malcolm  X 
in  New  York  City, 
1963. 


with  Liston.  On  21  February  1965,  Mal- 
colm was  assassinated  in  Harlem’s  Audu- 
.bon  Ballroom.  In  the  movie  Ali,  driving 
down  a Detroit  boulevard  when  he  learns 
of  Malcolm’s  murder,  pulls  the  car  over 
and  breaks  down  in  tears.  Ten  years  later, 
Ali  himself  left  the  NOI. 

“No  Vietcong  Ever 
Called  Me  N — r" 

The  year  Ali  won  the  championship. 
1964,  saw  the  lynching  of  civil  rights 
workers  Goodman,  Schwemer  and  Cha- 
ney in  Mississippi,  the  cop  riot  in  Har- 


sive  opposition  to  U.S.  imperialism’s  war 
on  Vietnam. 

Because  it  omits  ali  but  one  of  his 
boxing  matches  during  this  period,  the 
film  fails  to  convey  just  how  public  a fig- 
ure Ali  was.  and  accordingly  why  he  was 
so  despised  by  the  Feds.  Unlike  other 
heavyweight  champs,  Ali  took  on  all 
challengers.  He  went  overseas  to  fight 
Europe’s  top  boxers,  and  gave  a shot  at 
the  title — and  the  only  chance  at  a real 
payday — lo  journeyman  fighters  at  the 
end  of  their  careers,  like  Cleveland  Wil- 
liams and  Zora  Folley.  Just  about  every 


match  was  broadcast  live  on  television. 
Ali  was  a fixture  on  the  screen  for  weeks 
of  pre-fight  promotion  and  post-fight 
interviews,  .speaking  out  against  Ameri- 
can racism  and  drawing  perceptive  analo- 
gies between  his  mistreatment  by  the 
boxing  establishment  and  the  press  and 
how  the  U.S.  imperialists  were  trampling 
on  dark-skinned  peoples  at  home  and 
abroad. 

For  his  stand  against  racist  oppression, 
Ali  became  one  of  thousands  of  black 
activists  targeted  by  the  FBI's  deadly 
COINTELPRO  program,  which  was  re- 
sponsible for  the  killings  of  38  Black 
Panthers  and  the  frame-ups  of  hundreds 
more.  But  it  was  his  refusal  to  join 
U.S.  imperialism’s  killing  machine  that 
brought  down  the  weight  of  government 
repression  upon  him. 

Earlier  found  ineligible  for  the  draft, 
in  1966  Ali  was  reclassified.  As  the  press 
corps  hounded  him  about  whether  he 
would  serve  if  called  up,  Ali  announced. 
"I  ain’t  got  no  quarrel  with  them  Viet- 
cong.’’ Capturing  the  sentiments  of  mil- 
lions of  black  people.  Ali  added.  “No 
Vietcong  ever  called  me  n — r."  which 
promptly  became  a slogan  carried  by 
black  activists  at  protests  against  the  war. 
On  28  April  1967,  he  was  called  up.  Ali 
depicts  how  the  champ  refused  to  step 
forward  and  complete  the  induction  cere- 
mony when  the  name  “Cassius  Marcellus 
Clay"  was  called,  even  though  promised 
that  he  could  coast  through  military  serv- 
ice by  performing  boxing  exhibitions  as 
Joe  Louis  had  done.  Ten  days  later,  he 
was  indicted  by  a federal  grand  jury  for 
draft  evasion.  Convicted  on  June  20.  Ali 
was  sentenced  to  five  years  in  prison  and 
a $10,000  fine.  The  government’s  lead 
prosecutor  was  former  NAACP  Legal 
Defense  Fund  counsel  and  liberal  icon 
Thurgood  Marshall,  who  shortly  after- 
ward was  appointed  the  first  black  jus- 
tice on  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

Despite  their  increasing  success  in 
football,  baseball  and  basketball,  black 
athletes,  who  overcame  vicious  racism  in 
their  college  and  early  professional 
careers,  were  then  subjected  to  a quota 
system  which  made  sure  that  enough 
spots  on  team  rosters  were  reserved  for 
whites.  Any  step  out  of  line  would 
threaten  the  loss  of  their  sports  careers, 
which  was  the  only  ticket — often  fleet- 
ing— out  of  the  ghetto  hells.  The  few  box- 
ers who  made  any  money  found  them- 
selves fleeced  by  unscrupulous  managers, 
promoters  or  the  IRS.  and  left  the  sport 
with  nothing  lo  show  for  their  careers 
but  broken  noses  and  scrambled  brains. 
If  they  minded  their  Ps  and  Qs.  they 
could  make  a few  bucks  as  “greeters”  at 
gambling  casinos  or  resort  hotels.  Mid- 
dleweight champ  Dick  Tiger,  who  had 
donated  his  savings  to  his  native  Biafra 
during  the  civil  war  in  Nigeria  in  the  late 
1960s.  was  working  as  a security  guard 
for  New  York  City’s  Museum  of  Natural 
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Capitalist  Rulers  Wage  War  on  Immigrants,  Blacks,  Labor 

No  to  the  USA-Patriot  Act  and 
the  Maritime  Security  Act! 

Down  With  the  Anti-Immigrant  Witchhunt! 


BAY  AREA 


For  more  informalion:  (51 0)  839-0851 


Thursday,  February  21,  6:30  p.m. 
Tearoom.  YWCA  of  Oakland 
1 51 5 Webster  Street.  Oakland 


Anti-Terror  Laws  Target  Immigrants,  Blacks,  Labor 

Down  With  the  Anti-Immigrant  Witchhunt! 


LOS  ANGELES 


For  more  fnformatiof>:  (213)  380-8239 


Saturday,  February  23,  4 p.m. 

Immanuel  Presbyterian  Church 
3300  Wilshire  Blvd. 


Anti-Immigrant  Witchhunt— Deadly  Danger  lo  Blacks,  Labor! 

U.S.  Imperialism  Abroad  Means 
Racist  Reaction  at  Home! 

Break  with  the  Democrats!  Build  a Revolutionary  Workers  Party! 
Black  Liberation  Through  Socialist  Revolution! 


CHICAGO 


Saturday,  February  16,  4 p.m. 

University  of  Illinois 
750  S.  Halsted 
Room  509,  Circle  Center 

For  more  informalion;  (312)  563-0441 


NEW  YORK 


Saturday,  February  9,  2 p.m. 

Columbia  University 
Hamilton  Hall,  Room  602 
116th  and  Amsterdam 
For  more  information;  (212)  267-1025 


Black  Liberation  Through  Socialist  Revolution! 

Slavery,  American  Capitalism,  Reparations  and 
the  Fight  for  Black  Freedom 

Saturday,  February  9,  3 p.m. 
Harvard  Science  Center,  Room  B-09 


BOSTON 


For  more  information:  (617)  666-9453 
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Der  Spiegel  Econormsl 

Russians  thrown  into  impoverishment  following  restoration  of  capitalism  line  up  at  soup 


Yeltsin’s  barricades  of  counterrevolution,  Moscow,  August  1991. 
kitchen  in  freezing  cold. 


Ten  Years  After  Counterrevolution  in  the  USSR 

For  New 

October  Revolutions! 


WV  publish  below  an  edited  version 
of  a presentation  by  Spartacist  League 
Central  Committee  member  Ed  Clarkson 
at  a September  8 SL  forum  in  Chicago. 

Since  the  Yeltsin-led  counterrevolution 
that  destroyed  the  Soviet  Union  in  1991- 
92,  the  world  has  changed  in  many  ways. 
I was  recently  watching  a movie  called 
May  Fools  by  Louis  Malle  about  a pro- 
vincial bourgeois  French  family  that’s 
undergoing  the  process  of  decay.  The  old 
matriarch  has  just  died,  and  they  are  fig- 
uring out  which  paintings  to  sell  so  that 
they  can  get  by  on  the  proceeds  of  previ- 
ous generations.  It  is  called  May  Fools 
because  it  is  set  in  1968  in  the  month  of 
May,  that  is.  during  the  period  of  the 
great  upsurge  of  the  French  proletariat. 
There’s  this  big  family  in  the  country- 
side, and  they’re  listening  to  the  radio. 
The  batteries  are  defective,  so  the  radio 
sputters  on  and  off.  They  hear  that  Presi- 
dent de  Gaulle  has  fled  Paris  and  the 
workers  have  seized  the  city,  and  they 
.speculate  that  the  Soviet  Army  is  only 
two  days  from  the  border. 

That  sense  no  longer  exists.  The 
Soviet  Union — as  the  pre-eminent  soci- 
ety where  capitalism  was  overthrown, 
where  working-class  property  forms 
were  initiated,  a power  second  only  in 
the  world  to  U.S.  imperialism — is  a 
place  that  no  longer  exists.  Just  on  the 
purely  military  level,  a great  advantage 
has  accrued  to  the  world  bourgeoisie. 
The  other  thing  is  that  people  no  longer 
perceive  workers,  and  indeed  to  a large 
extent  workers  no  longer  perceive  them- 
selves. as  inclined  toward  socialism,  as 
was  the  French  proletariat  in  1968.  That 
is  a direct  result  of  the  final  unraveling 
of  the  Russian  October  Revolution  of 
1917 — the  first  and  to  date  only  success- 
ful proletarian  revolution  in  history — in 
1991-92.  Since  that  time,  the  imperialists 
have  reveled  in  “death  of  communism’’ 
triumphalism. 

Flashing  back  to  the  movie  May  Fools, 
they  all  ran  out  to  the  woods  and  hid  out 
for  a couple  of  days  until  the  radio  told 
them  it  was  safe  to  return.  The  fears  of 
our  bourgeois  friends  were  rather  unjusti- 
fied, even  in  1968.  The  USSR  had  no 
intention  whatsoever  of  invading  France. 
Indeed,  in  the  period  immediately  fol- 
lowing the  Second  World  War.  Stalin 
had  ordered  the  disarming  of  both  the 
Italian  and  French  Communist-led  Resis- 
tance forces,  at  a time  when  there  was  a 
power  vacuum  because  the  bourgeoisies 


in  both  countries  were  discredited  by 
their  embrace  of  fascism  during  the  war. 
In  1968.  the  French  Communist  Party, 
the  dominant  organization  of  the  prole- 
tariat. had  no  aspirations  whatsoever  to 
claiming  state  power.  Yet  the  strength 
and  depth  of  the  workers  uprising  was 
certainly  strong  enough  so  that  one  could 
have  considered  that. 

Nevertheless,  there  was  some  basis  for 
that  bourgeois  family’s  fear.  The  Red 
Army  had,  after  all,  overturned  capital- 
ism in  East  Europe  in  the  aftermath  of 
World  War  II.  And  the  Soviet  Union,  by 
giving  considerable  material  support  to 
Mao’s  Communist  forces  in  China,  had 
played  a significant  role  in  the  1949  Chi- 
nese Revolution,  which  took  about  a 
fourth  of  the  population  of  the  planet  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  imperialists.  The  con- 


tradictory behavior  of  the  Soviet  Stalin- 
ist regime  in  these  various  instances 
serves  to  illustrate  that  what  ultimately 
developed  from  the  October  Revolution 
was  a very  complex  and  contradicto- 
ry historical  phenomenon,  described  by 
Leon  Trotsky  as  a degenerated  workers 
state. 

The  imperialists  are  not  so  silly  as  to 
believe  their  own  public  relations  cam- 
paign about  the  “death  of  communism.’’ 
They  are  quite  aware  that  the  vicious  con- 
tradictions of  their  system  will  continue 
to  engender  working-class  opposition  and 
popular  uprisings.  The  remaining  work- 
ers states,  which  we  describe  as  bureau- 
cratically deformed — China,  North  Korea. 
Cuba.  Vietnam — do  not  have  anything 
near  the  military  capacity  of  the  former 
Soviet  Union.  Nonetheless,  since  the  fall 


of  the  USSR,  the  U.S.  has  been  relocating 
most  of  its  military  forces  to  the  Pacific 
theater  as  a bludgeon  particularly  against 
China,  which  has  some  nuclear  weapons. 
That  is  simply  because  the  U.S.  imperial- 
ists intend,  if  necessary,  to  utilize  military 
might  to  overthrow  the  last  remnants  of 
proletarian  state  power  on  the  planet.  To 
that  end.  the  U.S.  continues  to  this  day  its 
blockade  of  Cuba,  even  though  probably 
most  of  the  population  here  no  longer 
supports  the  blockade.  It’s  gratuitous  in  a 
way,  but  it  expresses  the  fundamental 
opposition  of  U.S.  imperialism  to  the 
very  existence  of  a society  in  which  cap- 
italism was  overthrown. 

Now.  of  course,  there  are  two  sides  to 
this  question.  There  have  been  intrusions 
of  capitalist  development  into  the  remain- 
ing workers  states,  but  they  have  not  been 
overthrown  yet.  The  European  imperial- 
ists have  invested  considerable  capital  in 
Cuba,  for  example,  which  has  gone  on 
beggars’  rations  since  the  demise  of  the 
Soviet  Union.  The  economic  penetration 
and  the  military  buildup  are  two  sides  of 
the  same  coin:  both  are  directed  at  over- 
throwing the  deformed  workers  states  in 
East  Asia  and  the  Caribbean. 

“Death  of  Communism” 
Ideological  Campaign 

At  the  same  time,  you  have  an  all-out 
propaganda  campaign,  which  has  been 
conducted  in  literary  journals  by  the  intel- 
ligentsia both  in  this  country  and  in 
Europe,  directed  at  the  history  of  the 
October  Revolution  and  the  history  of 
Communism.  In  this  country,  it  has  taken 
the  form  of — if  one  reads  the  New  York 
Review  of  Books,  for  example — any  num- 
ber of  articles  attempting  to  prove  once 
again  that  the  Rosenbergs  were  really 
guilty  of  spying  for  the  Soviet  Union  and 
de.served  to  be  executed  in  1953.  and  that 
the  American  Communist  Party  (CP)  was 
nothing  but  a nest  of  spies.  In  actuality, 
by  the  time  of  World  War  II  the  CP 
was  simply  a reformist  organization.  Its 
leader,  Earl  Browder,  described  Commu- 
nism as  "20th  century  Americanism.”  The 
important  thing  for  us  was  that  the  Soviet 
Union  was  able  to  obtain  the  atomic 
bomb  as  a counterweight  to  the  intentions 
of  U.S.  imperialism. 

In  Europe,  this  ideological  campaign 
is  taking  the  form  of  an  attack  not  only 
on  the  Russian  Revolution  but  on  the 
French  Revolution  of  1789.  Every  revo- 
lution. even  that  bourgeois  revolution,  is 


Above:  Soldiers 
march  through 
Moscow  under 
banner  of 
Communism 
In  1917.  Right: 
First  Congress 
of  Communist 
International, 
March  1919.  Lenin 
and  Trotsky’s 
Bolsheviks  fought 
for  world  socialist 
revolution. 
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Red  Army  soldiers  trample  Nazi  flag  in  Austria,  1945.  Soviet  victory  over 
Hitler's  Germany  demonstrated  power  of  collectivized  economy. 


now  seen  as  suspect  by  the  bourgeoisie. 
David  Horowit/..  an  ex-New  Lefier  from 
the  1960s.  recently  appeared  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago.  He’s  fairly  well  con- 
nected with  right-wing  Republicanism. 
Previously  he  did  some  work  for  Reagan 
down  in  E!  Salvador,  and  he  was  evi- 
dently part  of  Bush’s  troops  in  Florida 
during  the  "chad"  controversy.  He  is  cur- 
rently beating  the  hustings  with  his  pecu- 
liar notion  that  not  only  is  there  no 
racism  in  American  society  today,  but 
that  American  society  was  always  good, 
that  slavery  was  pretty  good  and  the 
slaves  got  a real  good  break.  And  if  you 
don’t  believe  this,  then  you  are  con- 
demned in  Horowitz’s  eyes  as  an  oppo- 
nent of  "free  speech’’  and  the  American 
Constitution.  Moreover,  if  you  get  up 
and  oppose  him  in  one  of  his  forums,  he 
will  have  you  shut  up  and  dragged  out. 

One  remembers  that  during  the  Mc- 
Carthy period  of  the  early  1950s  there 
were  two  crimes:  one.  you  believed  in 
racial  integration  and  fought  for  it;  and 
two.  you  believed  in  a socialist  future. 
Horowitz  plays  a role  in  an  effort  by  the 
U.S.  rulers  to  squash  any  sort  of  opposi- 
tional thought  or  social  protest  in  the 
egg,  before  it  begins. 

The  October  Revolution 
and  Soviet  Russia 

The  October  Revolution,  better  known 
as  the  Bolshevik  Revolution,  arose  out  of 
the  holocaust  of  World  War  I.  It  was  the 
signal  act  of  the  20th  century,  which 
Lenin  described  as  the  epoch  of  imperial- 
ist decay  and  socialist  revolution.  It  took 
the  question  of  socialist  revolution  out  of 
the  realm  of  theory  and  made  it  real  in 
the  former  tsarist  empire. 

The  revolution’s  accomplishments  were 
many  and  great.  In  backward  Russia,  it 
gave  land  to  all  the  peasants,  it  eliminated 
discriminatory  legislation  against  gays 
and  others,  it  was  the  first  country  of 
any  significance  to  give  the  franchise  to 
women,  which  caused  all  the  imperialist 
states  to  subsequently  try  to  catch  up.  It 
also  gave  self-determination  to  the  cap- 
tive nations  within  the  former  tsarist 
empire.  It  expropriated  the  capitalists  and 
took  the  first  steps  to  building  a socialist 
society. 

Internationally,  it  inspired  revolution- 
ary uprisings  throughout  Europe,  most 
notably  in  Germany.  Italy,  Finland  and 
Hungary,  and  triggered  colonial  uprisings 
against  the  imperialist  powers.  The  victo- 
rious Bolshevik  Parly  forged  an  interna- 
tional party  of  world  revolution,  known  as 
the  Third  International,  which  by  1921 
had  attracted  over  six  million  workers  to 
its  banner.  It  is  important  to  realize  that 
the  Bolshevik  Revolution,  through  the 
first  four  Congresses  of  the  Third  Interna- 
tional. educated  and  organized  the  world 
working  class  in  struggle. 

Even  in  the  rather  politically  backward 
United  States,  it  was  the  leaders  of  the 
Russian  Revolution  who  made  the  impor- 
tant connection  between  the  cause  of 
black  liberation  and  working-class  revo- 
lution. emphasizing  Karl  Marx’s  point 
that  one  section  of  the  working  class  can- 
not prosper  when  the  other  section  is  in 


chains.  So  that  even  in  this  country  every 
struggle  against  black  oppression,  every 
effort  to  build  the  trade  unions — including 
the  building  of  the  gigantic  CIO  indus- 
trial unions  in  the  1930s — was  led  by 
those  who  were  inspired  by  the  October 
Revolution. 

But  things  did  not  go  well  in  the 
Soviet  Union  itself.  In  1918.  it  was 
plunged  into  civil  war  by  an  unending 
series  of  imperialist-sponsored  interven- 
tions. The  devastation  of  that  civil  war 
was  then  superimposed  on  the  previous 
devastation  of  World  War  1.  Because  of 
this,  in  the  early  days  of  the  Soviet  work- 
ers state  a huge  governmental  apparatus 
was  necessary  to  simply  ration  out  the 
scarcity  that  was  prevalent  in  that  .starv- 
ing society  at  the  time. 

The  other  thing  that  happened  during 
the  early  years  of  the  Russian  Revolu- 
tion is  that  the  anticipated  revolutions 
in  Europe  did  not  transpire.  Several 
attempts  at  revolution  in  Germany  failed. 
The  revolution  in  Hungary  was  reversed. 
The  revolution  in  Italy  never  happened, 
although  there  were  two  years  called  the 
Biennio  Rosso — the  "two  red  years’’ — 
when  the  bourgeoisie  could  not  rule,  and 
when  the  Social  Democrats  declined  to 
do  .so. 

The  main  reason  that  the  revolutions 
did  not  succeed  in  Germany  and  else- 
where was  that  there  was  no  truly  revolu- 
tionary party  ready  to  play  the  same  role 
that  the  Bolsheviks  had  played  in  Russia. 
But  there  is  another  side  to  this  story,  too. 
The  Social  Democrats,  the  historic  parties 
of  the  working  class  in  Europe  at  that 
time,  had  become  the  labor  lieutenants  of 
capital,  what  Lenin  described  as  hour- 
geois  workers  parties.  They  became  that 
current  in  the  labor  movement  which 
stood  against  revolution  and  on  the  side 
of  maintaining  the  bourgeois  order — if 
necessary,  by  shedding  blood,  as  hap- 
pened in  Germany  when  the  Social 
Democrats  in  bloc  with  right-wing  milita- 
rists suppressed  the  Spartakist  uprising  in 
1919,  following  which  its  leaders.  Rosa 
Luxemburg  and  Karl  Liebknecht,  were 
murdered. 

The  combination  of  the  devastation  of 
Russian  society  and  the  failure  of  the  rev- 
olution to  spread  internationally  led  to 
what  Trotsky  later  called  the  bureaucratic 
degeneration  of  the  Soviet  workers  state. 
By  early  1924,  those  who  spoke  for  the 
interests  of  the  developing  Soviet  bureau- 
cratic caste — for  its  conservatism,  for  its 
right  to  material  privileges — .seized  con- 
trol of  the  Bolshevik  Party  and  thereby  of 
the  Soviet  state.  In  the  following  decade, 
the  party  was  destroyed  by  Stalin  and 
turned  into  a mere  bureaucratic  apparatus, 
plain  and  simple. 

Our  latest  Spartacist  (No.  56.  Spring 
2001).  our  theoretical  magazine,  has  two 
very  good  articles  that  people  might  read 
that  pertain  directly  to  this  period.  One 
is  on  the  1923  revolutionary  crisis  in 
Germany  and  why  the  revolution  failed 
to  happen,  and  the  other  is  on  the 
early  struggles  of  the  Left  Opposition 
led  by  Trotsky  around  the  same  lime. 
My  favorite  description  of  what  hap- 
pened to  the  Russian  Revolution  comes 


from  Trotsky,  from  his  monumental  book 
The  Revolution  Betrayed,  which  ana- 
lyzed the  complexity  of  the  Soviet  Union 
after  the  working  class  was  politically 
expropriated: 

'The  prolctanan  character  of  the  October 
revolution  was  determined  by  the  world 
situation  and  by  a special  correlation  of 
internal  forces.  But  the  classes  ihcm- 
selves  were  formed  in  the  barbarous  cir- 
cumstances of  izarism  and  backward 
capitalism,  and  were  anything  but  made 
to  order  for  the  demands  of  a socialist 
revolution.  The  exact  opposite  is  true.  It 
is  for  the  very  reason  that  a proletariat 
still  backward  in  many  respects  achieved 
in  the  space  of  a few  months  the  unprec- 
edented leap  from  a semifeudal  monar- 
chy to  a socialist  dictatorship,  that  the 
reaction  in  its  ranks  was  inevitable.  This 
reaction  has  developed  in  a series  of  con- 
secutive waves.  External  conditions  and 
events  have  vied  with  each  other  in  nour- 
ishing It.  Intervention  followed  interven- 
tion. The  revolution  got  no  direct  help 
from  ihe  west.  Instead  of  the  expected 
prosperity  of  the  country  an  ominous 
destitution  reigned  for  long.  Moreover, 
the  outstanding  representatives  of  the 
working  class  either  died  in  the  civil  war. 
or  rose  a few  steps  higher  and  broke 
away  from  the  masses.  And  thus  after 
an  unexampled  tension  of  forces,  hopes 
and  illusions,  there  came  a long  period 
of  weariness,  decline  and  sheer  disap- 
pointment in  the  results  of  the  revolu- 
tion. The  ebb  of  the  'plebeian  pride’ 
made  room  for  a flood  of  pusillanimity 
and  careerism.  The  new  commanding 
caste  rose  to  its  place  upon  this  wave," 

Stalinist  Russia  and  the 
Trotskyist  Program 

When  Trotsky  analyzed  this  society  in 
The  Revolution  Betrayed,  he  recognized 
that  those  who  ruled  in  the  Soviet  Union 
and  the  way  they  ruled  had  fundamen- 
tally changed  since  the  early  years  of  the 
revolution.  But  what  was  ruled  over  had 
not  changed.  Soviet  society  maintained 
the  same  property  forms  that  existed  in 
the  immediate  aftermath  of  the  October 
Revolution.  There  was  .still  nationalized 
production,  there  was  the  stale  monopoly 
of  foreign  trade,  there  was  no  capitalist 
class.  Nothing  basic  had  changed  at  the 
economic  level.  To  be  sure,  the  Bolshe- 
vik Party  had  been  replaced  by  a bureau- 
cratic caste,  nationalist  in  its  orientation. 
It  believed  in  "socialism  in  one  country,’’ 
not  anywhere  else  in  the  world,  which 
was  a promissory  note  to  the  imperialists^ 
that  "If  you  let  us  alone,  we’ll  leave  you 
alone."  Now.  you  can’t  have,  in  a Marxist 
sense,  socialism  in  one  country.  It's 
absurd.  Socialist  production  has  to  exist 
at  an  even  higher  level  than  the  impe- 
rialist economy,  which  was  international 
from  its  birth. 

What  position  should  the  workers 
movement  take  toward  the  contradictory 
phenomenon  of  the  Soviet  Union  under 
the  Stalinist  bureaucracy?  Well.  Trotsky 
came  up  with  the  "trade  union  analogy.’’ 
He  said:  In  a way.  the  Soviet  Union  is  no 
different  than  a reformist  trade  union,  led 
by  bureaucratic  betrayers  but  nevertheless 
representing  a historic  gain  of  the  work- 
ing class.  And  the  position  that  any  mili- 
tant would  take  toward  such  a phenome- 
non is  defense  against  the  bosses  on  the 
one  hand  and  an  effort  to  remove  the 
betrayers  who  lead  the  union  on  the  other. 


Similarly  with  the  Soviet  Union,  Trot- 
sky argued  for  a program  of  uncondi- 
tional military  defense  against  imperi- 
alism and  capitalist  restoration  while 
seeking  proletarian  political  revolution  to 
oust  the  bureaucratic  betrayers,  a pro- 
gram that  we.  uniquely  on  the  planet, 
hold  today  for  those  societies  that  have 
expropriated  capitalism.  That  is  the  basis 
on  which  the  Fourth  International  was 
formed  in  1938. 

In  the  end.  the  Soviet  Union  was  de- 
stroyed by  a capitalist  counterrevolution, 
which  we  hold  to  be  a historic  defeat  for 
the  world's  working  class.  Our  oppo- 
nents on  the  left — the  most  prominent  in 
Chicago  being  the  International  Socialist 
Organization  (ISO) — hold  differently. 
They  hold  that  the  existence  of  the 
Soviet  Union  was  an  obstacle  to  winning 
the  working  class  to  socialism  and  that 
its  defeat  would  be  a good  thing.  In  other 
words,  they  sided  with  their  own  imperi- 
alists in  their  hostility  toward  the  Octo- 
ber Revolution,  embodied  (albeit  in  a 
degenerated  form)  in  the  Soviet  Union. 
For  them,  as  for  the  Social  Democrats  in 
World  War  I,  capitalist  democracy  was 
superior  to  red  revolution.  Same  thing, 
different  context, 

ICL  Said;  Defeat  Yeltsin-Bush 
Counterrevolution! 

The  anti-Sovietism  of  the  ISO  goes 
back  to  its  origins  as  a tendency,  around 
the  time  of  the  Chinese  Revolution  of 
1949.  When  U.S.  forces  invaded  Korea 
in  1950  in  an  effort  to  overrun  and 
reconquer  North  Korea — a move  also 
aimed  at  the  recent  Chinese  Revolu- 
tion— the  forerunners  of  the  ISO  refused 
to  defend  North  Korea  and  China  against 
U.S.  imperialism.  Many  of  the  other 
assorted  groups  that  call  themselves 
Trotskyist — we  do  not  call  them  Trot- 
skyist but  they  would  call  themselves 
Trotskyists — were  to  demonstrate  their 
own  fervent  anti-Sovietism  at  the  time  of 
the  Soviet  intervention  in  Afghanistan  in 
December  1979. 

In  the  late  1970s.  a modernizing  na- 
tionalist regime  in  Afghanistan,  backed 
by  the  USSR,  instituted  some  modest 
reforms  in  the  direction  of  freeing  women 
from  enslavement  and  Islamic  backward- 
ness, like  lowering  the  bride  price,  edu- 
cating girls — really  not  all  that  radical 
steps  toward  social  progress.  As  a result, 
the  mullahs  and  tribal  chiefs  went  into 
opposition  to  the  regime.  These  mujahe- 
din, "holy  warriors."  threw  acid  in  the 
faces  of  unveiled  women,  murdered 
schoolteachers,  did  a variety  of  barbar- 
ous things.  And  the.se  reactionaries  were 
backed  and  financed  by  the  CIA. 

The  Soviet  bureaucracy,  for  its  own 
particular  reasons,  intervened  on  the  side 
of  the  Afghan  reformers  and  sent  m the 
Red  Army  after  repeated  requests  by  the 
Afghan  government.  We  had  no  illusions 
in  the  motives  of  the  Kremlin  rulers.  But 
we  stood  for  the  Red  Army  being  there 
because  what  was  involved  was  defense 
of  the  Soviet  Union  and  a step  toward 
social  progress.  A quarter  of  a million 
men  out  of  a total  Afghan  population 
continued  on  page  8 


Members  of  Trotskyist  Left  Opposition  exiled  to  Siberia  commemorate 
anniversary  of  October  Revolution,  1928.  Banner  calls  for  struggle  against 
growing  capltallst-restorationist  danger:  “Turn  the  Fire  to  the  Right  Against 
Kulak,  Nepman  and  Bureaucrat.” 
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January  1990:  Spartacists  initiated 
250,000-strong  raily  against  Nazi 
desecration  of  Red  Army  memorial  in 
East  Berlin  s Treptow  Park.  Statements 
of  revolutionary  solidarity  issued  by  our 
comrades  to  Soviet  soldiers,  Vietnamese 
and  Cuban  workers  in  East  Germany. 


Soviet  Union... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

of  some  20  million  at  that  time  were  mul- 
lahs. This  gives  you  a sense  of  the  human 
weight  of  social  reaction  in  that  society. 
The  only  hope  for  social  progress  for  that 
sort  of  hideous  society  lay  in  the  military 
and  economic  presence  of  the  Soviet 
Union  there  over  an  extended  time.  The 
result  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  Red  Army 
in  1988-89  by  the  government  of  Mikhail 
Gorbachev  is  exactly  what  we  see  in 
Afghanistan  today,  a society  which  will 
not  allow  women  medical  care  because 
that  means  you  have  to  show  yourself  to 
a doctor,  which  won’t  allow  them  to  go  to 
school,  etc. 

So,  we  were  very  much  for  the  Red 
Army  presence,  and  the  anti-Soviet  fake 
left  was  very  much  against,  condemning 
it  as  a terrible  act  of  "Soviet  imperial- 
ism.” By  these  lights.  Cuba,  for  example, 
was  just  another  victim  of  "Soviet  impe- 
rialism." The  reality  was  that  the  Soviet 
Union  sold  Cuba  oil  at  below  world 
prices  and  purchased  sugar  from  it  at 
above  world  prices.  Now,  if  this  is  impe- 
rialism. every  country  should  be  so 
blessed.  In  fact,  it  was  the  opposite  of 
imperialism,  which  invests  capital  in 
order  to  extract  resources  and  prof- 


titled  "Soviet  Workers:  Defeat  Yeltsin- 
Bush  Counterrevolution!"  {WV  No.  533. 
30  August  1991).  That  statement  began; 
“The  working  people  of  the  Soviet 
Union,  and  indeed  the  workers  of  the 
world,  have  suffered  an  unparalleled  dis- 
aster whose  devastating  consequences 
are  now  being  played  out.  The  ascen- 
dancy of  Boris  Yeltsin,  who  offers  him- 
self a.s  Bu.<ih's  man.  coming  off  a botched 
coup  by  Mikhail  Gorbachev's  former 
aides,  has  unleashed  a counterrevolution- 
ary tide  across  the  land  of  the  October 
Revolution." 

In  a historic  sense.  Trotsky  predict- 
ed what  eventually  happened  in  the 
Soviet  Union  in  1991-92.  A portion  of 
the  bureaucracy  became  interested  not 
just  in  maintaining  its  privileges  but  in 
having  the  power  to  transmit  its  privi- 
leges to  future  generations — in  other 
words,  being  part  not  simply  of  a 
parasitic  caste  but  of  a capitalist  class. 
Backed  by  the  imperialists,  a portion  of 
the  bureaucracy  led  by  Yeltsin,  who  had 
until  shortly  before  been  a leading  part 
of  the  ruling  Communist  Party,  took 
over  state  power  and  launched  the  capi- 
talist counterrevolution,  while  the  rest  of 
the  vast  bureaucratic  apparatus  melted 
away.  The  workers,  having  experienced 
decades  of  Stalinist  betrayal,  correctly 
saw  the  bureaucracy  as  both  liars  and 
thieves.  Politically  atomized,  their  con- 
sciousness eroded  by  decades  of  Stalinist 


its  from  impoverished  countries.  That 
doesn’t  mean  the  Soviet  role  in  the 
deformed  workers  slates  it  aided  was 
without  its  chauvinist  and  other  oppres- 
sive aspects.  But  generally  speaking, 
these  societies  were  able  to  exist  because 
of  the  presence  of  the  Soviet  Union,  and 
now  their  existence  is  threatened  because 
of  its  absence. 

All  those  same  groups  I have  Just  dis- 
cussed were  on  the  barricades  with  Boris 
Yeltsin  in  August  1991  when,  with  the 
open  backing  of  American  imperialism, 
he  seized  power  from  the  decomposing 
Kremlin  regime  of  Gorbachev.  Under- 
stand that  some  of  these  groups  had  the 
official  position  that  one  .should  defend 
the  Soviet  Union.  But  they  were  intoxi- 
cated with  the  smell  of  bourgeois  democ- 
racy in  the  air.  It  is  not  accidental  that 
each  of  those  groups  also  believes  in  tak- 
ing the  unions  in  this  country  and  else- 
where to  court.  It  is  exactly  the  same 
question.  Just  on  a different  level:  the 
notion  that  the  bourgeois  government  will 
make  the  trade  unions  "democratic”  and 
otherwise  nice  for  the  workers.  If  the 
bourgeoisie  were  so  beneficent,  the  work- 
ing class  wouldn’t  need  trade  unions.  But 
these  fake-left  groups  support  such  gov- 
ernment intervention  in  the  unions  and  all 
of  them  were  cheerleaders  for  the  over- 
throw of  the  October  Revolution. 

We  had  comrades  in  Moscow  at  this 
critical  Juncture.  And  we  put  out  a state- 
ment. distributing  it  in  the  thousands. 


betrayals  and  lacking  a revolutionary 
internationalist  party,  the  Soviet  workers 
didn’t  rise  in  defense  of  the  gains  of  the 
October  Revolution.  The  result  was  what 
we  see  today. 

Global  Immiseration  in  the 
Post-Soviet  Period 

Let’s  look  at  the  impact  now  of  the  cap- 
italist counterrevolution.  First,  in  those 
societies  in  which  it  happened,  what 
we  see  in  every  case  is  Joblessness,  the 
absence  of  health  care  previously  present, 
the  absence  of  educational  opportunities 
previously  present  and  a decline  in  life 


Right:  Afghan  mujahedin 
backed  by  CIA  in  war 
against  Soviet  Army  shot 
schoolteachers  for  teaching 
young  girls  to  read.  Below: 
Kremlin’s  ignominious 
withdrawal  of  troops  from 
Afghanistan  in  1988-89  set 
stage  for  counterrevolutions 
in  East  Europe  and  USSR. 


span — a fantastic  erosion  of  human  well- 
being. Of  course,  the  bourgeois  literati 
will  tell  you  the  streets  of  Moscow  now 
sparkle,  you  can  get  whatever  meal  you 
want,  but  the  population  unfortunately  is 
wallowing  in  filth.  The  former  Soviet 
Union  is  essentially  a big  Junkyard  where 
people  pick  apart  what  was  built  under 
the  workers  stale  and  try  to  sell  it  in  the 
marketplace. 

Before  the  overturn  of  capitalism,  Rus- 
sia and  the  countries  of  East  Europe  were 
very  backward  societies,  and  the  only  rea- 
son that  they  developed  to  the  level  they 
did  was  precisely  because  of  the  over- 
throw of  capitalism.  China  was  even  more 
economically  backward. 

There  has  not  been  a counterrevolu- 
tion in  China.  But  nevertheless  today  you 
can  see  with  the  introduction  of  capitalist 
exploitation  in  each  new  area  of  society 
a corresponding  erosiOn  of  the  gains 
of  the  1949  Chinese  Revolution  for  the 
masses.  So  now  medical  care  must  for 
the  most  part  be  purchased,  as  must  edu- 
cation. Now  there  is  massive  unemploy- 
ment in  China,  tens  of  millions.  That 
didn’t  exist  before.  So  these  very  back- 
ward societies,  because  of  the  power  of  a 
collectivized  economy,  were  able  to  pro- 
vide everyone  with  a job,  everyone  with  a 
place  to  live,  everyone  with  the  right 
to  education,  everyone  with  the  right  to 
health  care.  Under  capitalism,  nobody 
has  those  rights. 

Let’s  look  at  the  world  more  generally, 
and  not  Just  the  societies  where  the  gains 
of  social  revolution  have  been  over- 
thrown. Why  are  youth  on  the  streets 
today  in  Genoa,  in  Seattle  and  in  various 
other  places?  Well,  some  have  a peculiar 
fondness  for  trees.  The  trade-union  tops, 
for  their  part,  are  mostly  out  there  to 
press  for  one  form  or  another  of  trade 
protectioni.sm.  We  are  opposed  to  this 
because  it’s  a knife  in  the  back  of  the 
international  working  class,  directly  pit- 
ting workers  in  one  country  against  those 
in  other  countries.  But  most  youth.  1 
think,  are  out  there  because  they  see  that 
the  imperialists  are  savaging  the  world. 
And  in  this  they  are  correct. 

In  the  last  two  decades,  the  rate  of 


growth  outside  of  the  imperialist  coun- 
tries has  been  I percent,  and  that  was 
accrued  during  the  ten  good  years  that 
existed  for  places  like  South  Korea  and 
Indonesia,  which  are  now  going  down 
the  drain.  You  can  be  assured  that  who 
benefited  during  that  period  were  the 
moneyed  classes,  while  the  masses  con 
linued  to  live  in  a cesspool. 

Now.  the  youth  on  the  street  have  the 
strange  idea  that  this  occurred  because 
of  some  creation  called  multinational' 
which  are  evidently  a more  evil  form  or 
exploitation  than  old-fashioned  capital- 
ism itself.  In  that  they  are  mistaken. 
These  are  the  same  old  imperialist  poli- 
cies that  were  seen  before  World  War  I; 
divide,  conquer,  destroy,  savage,  make 
money,  get  out  of  town.  The  youthful  pro- 
testers lend  to  address  their  appeals— 
especially  in  the  United  Slates,  especially 
in  Seattle — to  their  own  bourgeoisie  to 
correct  the  situation,  as  though  U.S. 
imperialism  is  going  to  make  the  world  a 
better  place  for  people  to  be  in.  contrary 
to  anyone’s  experience  in  the  last  30 
years.  The  global  economic  summits 
where  these  protests  happen  are  simply 
opportunities  for  the  imperialists  to  meet 
together  occasionally  to  discuss  their  dif- 
ferences— differences  that  can  in  a differ- 
ent context  lead  to  war.  It’s  simply  a way 
of  reaching  interim  understandings. 

Everybody  is  upset  that  the  Interna- 
tional Monetary  Fund  (IMF)  and  the 
World  Bank  are  doing  bad  things — and 
truly  they  are.  But  these  demonstrations 
wouldn’t  have  occurred  20  years  ago, 
when  the  Soviet  Union  existed.  The 
IMF  existed  then,  the  World  Bank  ex- 
isted then,  but  it  didn’t  necessarily  mat- 
ter in  and  of  itself  what  the  imperialists 
decided,  because  there  was  a contending 
power  on  the  planet  that  wasn’t  imperial- 
ist. If  Third  World  countries  didn’t  like 
the  deal  they  got  from  the  U.S.,  they 
sought  a little  Soviet  aid  and  became 
allies  of  the  Soviet  Union  for  a period  of 
lime.  They  had  a bargaining  position,  if 
you  will.  At  the  same  time,  the  Soviet 
Stalinist  bureaucracy  repeatedly  sold  out 
revolutionary  struggles  in  these  coun- 
tries, while  embracing  the  bourgeois- 


HHT«pMeUMDH0;tMCTH>4tCKHA  npMttT 
HOUJNM  TOI«pnUi«h 
co»«TCKim  co/iosTaH  n o^HuipaMt 


fct— I— Wiliiaw  arto*  m — -iriilirniii  tUBOiff 

CwA  mlnh  qu6c-t4  cMo  AM  c«ng  stn  bin  VHl-N*m! 

H-i  -n'l  .11.  <;  ........ 


^drowlenia  od  Inlenucioiukstdw: 
WKa}cta  Polscy  Towinyxu! 


"MM.  rMuAta  * Mki.nM  •>«,« 


iSaludos  internaclonallstas  a 
nuestros  companeros  cubanos! 

MtnullMatt  It  tv  Mm  CtMtln! 


•MM 


ICL  call  "Soviet  Workers:  Defeat  Yeltsin- 
Bush  Counterrevolution!"  was  distributed 
in  tens  of  thousands  throughout  USSR. 
Below:  ICL  raises  banner  of  Fourth 
international  in  Moscow’s  Red  Square  on 
Revolution  Day,  7 November  1991. 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 
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Passenger  train  demolished  by  U.S./NATO  terror  bombing  of  Serbia  in  1999. 
Destruction  of  Soviet  Union  emboldened  U.S.  imperialists  in  their  military 
adventures  around  the  world. 


nationalist  regimes  as  allies. 

Look  at  the  countries  of  Africa,  where 
the  overturn  of  the  October  Revolution 
has  led  to  the  intensification  of  imperial- 
ist bloodsucking,  and  with  it  increased 
starvation  and  bloodshed — tribe  against 
tribe,  country  against  country,  everybody 
out  for  some  advantage  in  a battle  for  sur- 
vival. This  has  occurred  because  the  IMF 
and  World  Bank  demanded  payment  on 
the  money  they  had  given  previously  as  a 
sop  to  these  African  countries  during  the 
Cold  War  against  the  Soviet  Union.  The 
imperialists  further  destroyed  these  soci- 
eties. already  devastated  by  imperialism, 
by  forcing  them  to  focus  on  a single 
cash  crop  (monoculture)  for  export  to  the 
world  market,  while  the  masses  starve. 

The  Struggle  for  Revolutionary 
Marxist  Parties 

The  condition  of  the  working  class 
internationally  is  also  quite  different.  The 
fall  of  the  Soviet  Union  didn't  put  an 
end  to  the  contradictions  between  labor 
and  capital,  contrary  to  the  "death  of 
communism”  ideologues.  There  has  actu- 
ally been  quite  a bit  of  class  struggle 
since  then,  especially  in  European  soci- 
eties but  also  in  the  Philippines  and  most 
recently  in  Argentina.  But  what  is  differ- 
ent is  that  much  of  the  working  class  no 
longer  sees  its  ultimate  goal  as  socialism 
or  communism,  in  some  sense,  and  you 
see  a suspicion  of  political  parlies  that, 
especially  in  places  like  Italy,  leads  a 
layer  of  more  militant  workers  to  identify 
with  anarchism  or  syndicalism. 


What  we  see  in  Europe  is  that  the 
workers’  battles  have,  for  the  most  part, 
been  directed  at  what  are  called  popular- 
front  governments,  that  is.  governments 
composed  of  (social-democratic  or  ex- 
Stalinist)  bourgeois  workers  parties  and 
outright  bourgeois  parties.  The  social 
gains  of  the  European  working  class — 
health  care,  social  security,  a shorter 
workweek,  etc.— came  about  in  the  after- 
math  of  World  War  II.  The  reason  they 
came  about  was  because  the  Soviet  Union 
existed  and  much  of  the  working  class 
was  pro-Communist.  So  these  programs 
were  granted  as  a buyout  to  ward  off  the 
spectre  of  revolution.  And  now  who  is 
taking  them  away?  The  social  democrats. 
The  pseudo-Trotskyists  also  play  a role  in 
the  labor  movement  in  various  countries, 
especially  in  France,  and  they,  no  less 
than  the  old  social-democratic  parties, 
support  the  various  popular-front  govern- 
ments which  are  trying  to  destroy  the  pre- 
vious gains  of  the  working  class. 

A final  difference  is  that  the  youth  on 
the  streets  today  wouldn’t  have  called 
themselves  anarchists  20  years  ago.  I'm 
referring  to  young  radicals  who  have 
shed  a political  identification  with  capi- 
talism and  want  to  adopt  a sense  ot 
opposition  to  that  system.  They  might 
have  called  themselves  Trotskyists,  they 
might  have  called  themselves  Guevar- 
ists.  they  might  have  called  themselves 
Maoists,  but  they  wouldn’t  have  called 
themselves  anarchists. 

The  best  of  the  anarchists  and  syndi- 
calists of  their  day  were  won  to  Bolshe- 
vism after  the  October  Revolution.  In 
Spain,  where  anarchism  retained  influ- 


ence. it  was  exposed  as  bankrupt  as  a 
revolutionary  force  during  the  Spanish 
Revolution  in  1 936-38.  This  was  a revo- 
lution that  Trotsky  described  as  being 
much  more  powerful  at  the  outset  than 
the  Russian  Revolution  itself,  which 
began  with  the  overthrow  of  the  tsar. 
During  the  course  of  the  Spanish  Revo- 
lution. the  anarchi.sts,  who  deplore  form- 
ing a working-class  government  because 
they  don’t  believe  in  governments,  joined 
the  bourgeois  (Popular  Front)  govern- 
ment. That  bourgeois  government  pro- 
ceeded to  undo  the  initial  expropriations 
which  the  revolutionary  workers  had 
undertaken.  Trotsky  aptly  described  the 
role  of  the  anarchists  in  Spain  as  like  an 
umbrella  with  holes  in  it — it  worked 
when  it  didn’t  rain  but  was  not  much 
good  when  there  was  rain. 

Anarchism  has  no  solution  to  the  prob- 
lems of  capitalist  exploitation  and  is 
therefore  sort  of  perforce  consigned  to  a 
role,  as  it  was  in  Spain,  of  pressuring  the 
bourgeoisie.  But  notice  that  even  the 
rather  mild  struggles  that  have  happened 
in  various  cities  as  the  anarchist  youth 
follow  the  imperialist  confabs  around 
are  denounced  by  the  fake  Trotskyists  and 
those  social-democratically  inclined. 
They  complain  about  what  we  admire  in 
the  anarchist  youth.  We  admire  their 
impulse  and  their  outrage  against  injus- 
tice. Our  disagreement  is  that  they  have 
nothing  to  propose,  no  answer  to  imperi- 
alist oppression.  The  social  democrats,  on 
the  other  hand — and  here  I mean  groups 
like  the  ISO,  the  fake  Trotskyists  and  the 


like — actually  deplore  the  fact  that  these 
young  radicals  challenge  the  cops,  the 
bourgeois  order.  The  problem  with  even 
the  most  left-wing  anarchists — the  ones 
who  aren’t  anti-communist  liberals  at 
heart — is  they  don’t  see  that  if  you  are 
going  to  threaten  the  existing  order,  you 
better  have  something  to  replace  it — and 
that  means  a struggle  for  proletarian  state 
power.  Because  if  you  don't  replace  it. 
they’ll  massacre  you.  And  the  ones  who 
will  eagerly  massacre  you  are  the  ones 
who  did  it  very  eagerly  in  Germany  in 
1919.  the  sham  socialists. 

I wanted  in  this  forum  to  point  to  the 
importance  of  the  October  Revolution 
and  what  the  Soviet  Union  represented. 
But.  as  importantly,  I also  wanted  to  point 
to  the  role  of  consciousness — the  subjec- 
tive factor,  the  revolutionary  party — as  a 
necessary  ingredient  for  socialist  revolu- 
tion. which  alone  can  open  the  door  to 
social  progress  on  the  planet.  In  the  only 
society  in  which  there  was  a proletarian 
revolution,  there  was  such  a party  of 
working-class  revolution,  the  Bolshevik 
Party.  The  erosion  of  the  gains  of  the 
October  Revolution  was  dependent,  in 
large  measure,  on  the  absence  of  revolu- 
tionary parties,  and  as  a result  the  failure 
of  socialist  revolution,  in  the  advanced 
capitalist  countries. 

And  that  absence  is  what  we  seek 
to  redress.  The  world  has  actually  been 
awash  in  class  struggle.  There’s  no 
ab.sence  of  working-class  combativity. 
Even  in  the  United  States  there  have 
been  several  major  strikes  in  the  past 
years,  notably  UPS  and  General  Motors. 
The  battle  that  most  impressed  me  in 


terms  of  our  program — the  necessity  of 
linking  struggles  against  injustice  and 
exploitation  with  the  struggle  for  black 
freedom — was  the  one  on  the  Charleston 
waterfront  that  occurred  in  January  20CX). 

This  struggle  occurred  just  subsequent 
to  a large  civil  rights  demonstration  in 
South  Carolina  directed  against  the  Con- 
federate flag.  The  Charleston  longshore 
union  had  played  a role  in  that  demon- 
stration. We’re  not  talking  about  radical 
revolutionaries;  those  in  the  leadership  of 
these  struggles  are  at  best  reformists.  But 
nevertheless  the  state  brought  in  hun- 
dreds of  cops  against  these  longshore 
workers  fighting  to  defend  their  union 
against  scab  labor  in  Charleston,  and  the 
workers  faced  them  down.  This  small 
example  shows  that  our  premises  for 
socialist  revolution  in  the  United  States 
are  absolutely  correct. 

Now.  I’ll  conclude  with  another  story, 
about  a loss.  The  International  Commu- 
nist League  played  a role  in  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  (East  Germany)  in 
1989-90.  When  the  Berlin  Wall  came 
down  in  late  1989,  we  decided  that  this 
posed  both  a threat  and  an  opportunity. 
It  was  a threat  to  the  existence  of  the 
working-class  property  forms  in  the  East 
German  deformed  workers  state,  but  at 
the  same  time  an  opportunity  for  our 
Trotskyist  program  of  defense  of  those 
gains,  for  the  political  overthrow  of  the 
ruling  Stalinist  party  that  undermined 
them  and  for  a socialist  revolution  in 
capitalist  West  Germany.  And  so  we 
intervened  quite  heavily.  We  had  a very 
small  group  in  West  Germany  at  the 
time,  and  we  sent  many  of  our  comrades 
from  elsewhere  in  the  ICL  over  there 
to  assist  them  in  raising  the  Trotskyist 
program.  But  understand,  we  are  still 
talking  about  a small  number,  many  of 
whom  couldn’t  speak  German. 

Nevertheless,  we  put  out  a daily  news- 
paper. and  we  distributed  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  copies  of  that  newspaper. 
Partly  in  response  to  our  agitation,  there 
were  soldiers  committees  in  the  East 
German  army.  There  were  also  workers 
committees  in  the  factories.  We  were 


invited  to  both  the  barracks  and  the  facto- 
ries and  spoke  at  both.  When  a war 
memorial  to  Soviet  soldiers  at  Treptow 
Park  in  East  Berlin  was  defaced  by  fas- 
cists. we  said,  everybody  out!  The  work- 
ing class  has  to  get  out  and  fight  this! 
And  the  groundswell  of  popularity  of 
that  call,  which  was  in  reality  nothing 
else  but  a cal!  for  the  defense  of  the 
workers  state  in  East  Germany,  was  so 
strong  that  the  ruling  Stalinist  party  felt 
compelled  to  take  over  the  demonstra- 
tion. That  was  a mass  demonstration — 
250,000  people  or  more.  We  spoke  on 
the  platform  and  denounced  the  Stalin- 
ists and  warned  against  the  sellout  of  the 
East  German  workers  state  to  West  Ger- 
man imperialism. 

In  the  aftermath  ofTreptow.  billions  of 
deutschmarks  flowed  from  the  West  to 
the  East,  as  did  Social  Democrats  and 
other  cadres  of  counterrevolution.  A few 
months  later  capitalist  rule  was  restored 
in  East  Germany  through  reunification 
with  the  West  German  imperialist  state. 
That  set  the  stage  for  the  overturn  in  the 
Soviet  Union.  Mikhail  Gorbachev  first 
made  clear  he  would  not  stand  for  the 
existence  of  the  East  German  workers 
state;  and  then  when  Yeltsin  came  out  on 
the  streets,  Gorbachev  had  no  impulse  to 
defend  his  own  base  of  power. 

But  if  we  lost  in  the  German  Demo- 
cratic Republic,  which  we  did.  why  am  I 
bragging  about  it?  If  you  look  at  what 
we  had  there,  it  is  permissible  to  think 
that  if  we’d  had  a few  more  cadres,  had 
gotten  there  a little  earlier,  had  been  a lit- 
tle more  strategically  placed,  we  would 
have  prevailed.  We  awakened  the  work- 
ing class  and  provided  a banner  to  gather 
around,  and  did  so  with  very  limited 
forces.  This  again  reaffirmed  that  if  we 
are  able  to  accrue  the  cadres  to  the  pro- 
gram of  revolutionary  Marxism,  the  pro- 
gram of  revolutionary  Trotskyism,  the 
working  class  will  be  more  than  able 
to  throw  out  its  reformist  betrayers  and 
unseat  the  imperialists  at  the  centers  of 
their  power.  And  that  is  what  the  Sparta- 
cist  League  and  the  International  Com- 
munist League  are  all  about.  ■ 
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Teamsters  rally  in  Georgia  during  1997  UPS  strike.  Forging  a revolutionary 
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History  when  he  died  penniless  at  the  age 
of  42.  The  advent  of  free  agency  and 
million-dollar  salaries  didn’t  alter  this 
much.  Just  a few  years  ago.  black  basket- 
ball player  Mahmoud  Abdul  Rauf  was 
vilified  for  refusing  to  stand  for  the 
national  anthem,  in  accordance  with  his 
religious  beliefs,  and  ultimately  driven 
out  of  the  NBA. 

The  New  York  Slate  Athletic  Commis- 
sion stripped  Ali  of  the  heavyweight 
crown  and  revoked  his  boxing  license.  In 
short  order,  every  other  boxing  commis- 
sion in  the  U.S.  followed  suit.  Although 
he  remained  out  on  bail  while  he  ap- 
pealed his  conviction,  the  government 
took  away  his  passport,  preventing  Ali 
from  boxing  overseas  as  well.  Unable  to 
support  his  family,  All’s  major  source  of 
income  was  the  money  he  received  for 
speaking  at  college  campuses,  where  he 
encouraged  student  activists  in  protesting 
against  the  war. 

With  their  cash  cow  dried  up,  the  NOI 
turned  its  back  on  its  most  famous  and 
popular  member.  The  film  shows  Ali 
being  suspended  for  a year  by  the  NOI 
when  he  told  Howard  Cosell  in  an  inter- 
view that  he  needed  money.  In  an  article 
titled  “We  Tell  the  World  We’re  Not  with 
Muhammad  Ali’’  (Muhammad  Speaks,  4 
April  1969).  Elijah  Muhammad  wrote: 
"Mr.  Muhammad  Ali  shall  not  be  recog- 
nized with  us  under  the  holy  name 
Muhammad  Ali.  We  call  him  Cassius 
Clay.  We  take  away  the  name  of  Allah 
from  him  until  he  proves  himself  worthy 
of  that  name....  We.  the  Muslims,  are  not 
with  Muhammad  Ali  in  the  desire  to 
work  in  the  sports  world  ‘for  the  sake  of 
a leetle  money’.’’ 

A Decade  of  Social  Struggle 

Ali’s  refusal  to  join  the  U.S.  military 
resonated  not  only  with  the  growing 
movement  against  the  Vietnam  War  but 
spoke  for  a generation  of  young  black 
men.  In  the  early  years  of  the  war.  blacks 
( 1 1 percent  of  the  U.S.  population)  made 
up  31  percent  of  combat  troops  and  23 
percent  of  fatalities. 

As  revolutionary  leader  Leon  Trotsky, 
founder  of  the  Soviet  Red  Army,  pointed 
out.  “An  army  is  always  a copy  of  the 
society  it  serves — with  this  difference, 
that  it  gives  social  relations  a concen- 
trated character,  carrying  both  their  posi- 
tive and  negative  features  to  an  extreme.” 
Not  surprisingly,  black  soldiers  in  Viet- 
nam got  shafted.  They  were  singled  out 
for  front-line  duty,  forced  to  walk  point 
on  patrol — making  them  first  in  the  line 
of  fire — while  positions  in  the  rear  were 
generally  reserved  for  whites.  Confeder- 
ate flags  were  common  in  the  rear  areas, 
and  there  were  even  cross-burnings.  As 
one  GI  recounted  in  the  book  Bloods 
(Random  House.  1984).  which  contains 




Boenzi/NY  Times 

17  October  1975;  All  at  head  of  Trenton,  New  Jersey  protest  demanding 
freedom  for  frame-up  victims  Rubin  “Hurricane”  Carter  and  John  Artis. 


personal  accounts  by  20  black  vets, 
edited  by  Randall  Terry: 

"A  few  days  after  the  assassination  [of 
Martin  Luther  King),  some  of  the  white 
guys  got  a little  sick  and  tired  of  seeing 
Dr.  King’s  picture  on  the  TV  screen.  Like 
a memonal.  It  really  got  to  one  guy.  He 
said.  'I  wish  they’d  take  that  n-— r's  pic- 
ture off’  He  was  a fool  to  begin  with,  be- 
cause there  were  three  black  guys  sitting 
in  the  living  room  when  he  said  it.  And 
we  commenced  to  give  him  a lesson  in 
when  to  use  that  word  and  when  you  should 
not  use  that  word.  A physical  lesson.” 
Vietnam  was  one  of  America’s  dirtiest 
colonial  wars.  American  forces  and  their 
Vietnamese  puppets  killed,  maimed  and 
tortured  millions  of  Indochinese  men, 
women  and  children  before  they  were 
driven  out  by  the  heroic  Vietnamese 
workers  and  peasants  in  1975.  The  Viet- 
namese National  Liberation  Front  found 
resonance  in  its  appeal  to  black  soldiers. 
In  the  jungles  of  Vietnam  was  a sign  read- 
ing, “U.S.  Negro  Armymen!  You  are  com- 
mitting the  same  ignominious  crimes  in 
South  Vietnam  that  the  KKK  clique  is  per- 
petrating against  your  family  at  home.” 

A big  reason  that  the  U.S.  Army  lost  on 
the  battlefield  was  that  the  troops  saw  no 
reason  to  fight  and  die.  and  that  was  dou- 
bly true  for  black  GIs.  Toward  the  end. 
there  was  not  just  indiscipline  but  out- 
right mutiny  in  the  army.  There  were  nu- 
merous instances  of  “fragging”  of  unpop- 
ular officers,  who  were  usually  killed  by 
a fragmentation  weapon,  most  often  a 
hand  grenade.  Throughout  all  branches  of 
the  service,  black  soldiers  organized 
“Black-  Power”  groups  and  carried  out 
militant  protests  against  the  war  and 
racist  discrimination.  Often  overlapping 
with  this  Black  Power  movement  in  the 
armed  forces  were  integrated  groups  of 
GIs  who  published  antiwar  newsletters. 

The  war  played  a major  role  in  radical- 
izing young  black  militants.  At  the  same 
time  that  SNCC  leader  Stokely  Car- 
michael was  calling  for  “black  power” 
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in  1966.  he  denounced  the  “illegal  and 
immoral  war.”  When  King,  the  NAACP’s 
Roy  Wilkins  and  the  Urban  League’s 
Whitney  Young  pleaded  with  SNCC  to 
call  off  an  antiwar  protest  outside  the 
wedding  of  President  Johnson’s  daughter. 
SNCC  denounced  them  as  messengers  for 
the  White  House.  Seeking  to  maintain 
credibility  among  the  black  masses,  King 
also  spoke  out  against  the  war  shortly 
before  his  assassination. 

Returning  from  Vietnam,  many  of 
those  black  vets  who  became  radical- 
ized were,  not  surprisingly,  particular- 
ly drawn  to  the  Black  Panther  Party, 
which  campaigned  for  black  self-defense 
against  racist  victimization  and  cop  ter- 
ror. Geronimo  ji  Jaga  (Pratt)  was  one  of 
those  who  joined  the  Panthers.  As  a sol- 
dier. Geronimo  was  wounded  three  times, 
received  two  Purple  Hearts,  two  Bronze 
Stars  for  valor,  one  Silver  Star,  a soldier’s 
medal,  an  army  commendation  medal, 
three  combat  infantry  badges  and  master 
paratrooper’s  wings.  As  a Panther  leader. 
Geronimo  was  framed  up  and  sent  to 
prison  for  27  years  for  a killing  the  gov- 
ernment knew  all  along  he  could  not  have 
committed — because  they  had  FBI  tapes 
proving  he  was  nowhere  near  the  site  of 
the  murder. 

At  the  same  time,  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  students  were  marching  against 
the  war,  driving  army  and  CIA  recruiters 
off  campus.  Yet  the  antiwar  movement 
and  the  black  movement  remained  sepa- 
rate rather  than  flowing  together  in  a rev- 
olutionary tide.  The  New  Left  and  refor- 
mist organizations  never  mobilized  the 
black  masses  against  the  war  but  instead 
glorified  separate  sectoralist  struggles — 
students,  blacks,  women,  workers.  This 


was  the  crisis  of  revolutionary  leadership 
in  the  flesh. 

The  Communist  Party,  which  had  long 
since  sold  its  political  soul  to  embrace 
the  Democratic  Party,  stood  foursquare 
behind  the  King  leadership  of  the  civil 
rights  movement.  The  once-revolutionary 
Socialist  Workers  Parly  was  in  the  proc- 
ess of  a rightward  political  degenera- 
tion— a signal  refiection  of  which  was  us 
refusal  to  intervene  into  the  civil  rights 
struggles,  instead  adapting  to  black 
nationalism  while  simultaneously  tailing 
the  liberal  reformism  of  King  & Co. 
As  a result,  the  "Black  Power”  radicals 
never  found  the  bridge  between  their 
struggles  and  the  program  of  workers 
power.  The  recruitment  of  a substantial 
layer  of  black  communists  would  have 
had  an  enormous  impact  on  the  course  of 
subsequent  struggles. 

Although  our  forces  were  small,  the 
Spartacist  tendency  fought  to  intersect 
the  growing  militant  wing  of  the  civil 
rights  movement.  Against  both  the  lib- 
eral pacifism  of  King  and  the  growing 
tendencies  toward  nationalist  separatism, 
we  stood  for  revolutionary  integration- 
ism.  a program  of  struggle  against  every 
manifestation  of  discrimination  premised 
on  the  understanding  that  black  freedom 
requires  smashing  the  capitalist  system. 
We  advanced  the  call  for  a “Freedom 
Labor  Party”  as  the  axis  to  link  the  strug- 
gle against  segregation  to  the  power  of 
labor.  North  and  South.  Fundamentally, 
we  sought  to  bring  to  black  militants  the 
understanding  that  the  working  class, 
which  is  racially  integrated  at  the  point 
of  production,  is  the  only  class  with  the 
historic  interest  and  social  power — 
derived  from  its  role  in  production — to 
sweep  away  the  system  of  exploitation 
and  racist  oppression. 

To  lead  the  struggle  for  black  freedom 
and  the  emancipation  of  all  of  the  work- 
ing people  from  the  chains  of  capitalist 
exploitation  and  oppression  requires  a 
revolutionary  vanguard  party  of  the  pro- 
letariat. As  we  wrote  in  our  October  1967 
leaflet  “From  Protest  to  Power”:  “With 
the  widespread  discontent  over  the  war. 
the  rising  militancy  and  restiveness  in  the 
labor  movement,  and  the  explosiveness  of 
the  black  ghettos,  the  prospect  for  initiat- 
ing such  a party  is  better  now  than  at  any 
time  in  the  last  twenty  years.” 

But  this  anger  and  militancy  were  dis- 
sipated by  the  reformist  misleaders  of  the 
antiwar  movement  who  consciously  sup- 
pressed revolutionary  politics  to  keep  the 
protests  safe  for  the  Democratic  Party 
politicians  they  pandered  to.  Locked  up 
in  a popular-front  coalition  with  “anti- 
war” Democrats,  the  “official”  antiwar 
movement  led  by  the  reformist  SWP 
made  it  a virtue  to  refuse  to  address 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


The  first  Labor  Black  Leagues  were 
formed  as  a result  of  the  Spartacist  League- 
initiated,  5,000-strong  labor/black  mobi- 
lization that  stopped  the  Ku  Klux  Klan 
from  marching  in  Washington.  D.C.  in 
November  1982.  We  stand  for  mobilizing 
the  masses  of  minority  and  working  peo- 
ple in  militant  integrated  struggle  against 


the  brutal  system  of  racist  oppression 
that  is  capitalist  America.  Initiated  by 
and  fraternally  allied  with  the  Spartacist 
League,  a multiracial  revolutionary  Marx- 
ist organization,  the  Ijibor  Black  Leagues 
are  part  of  the  revolutionary  movement 
of  the  workers  and  oppressed  against  the 
bosses  and  for  socialism. 
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If  You  Stand  For — 

1 Full  rights  for  black  people  and  for 
everyone  else  in  jobs,  housing  and 
schools!  Defeat  the  racist  assault  on 
affirmative  action!  For  union-run  minor- 
ity job  recruitment  and  training  pro- 
grams! For  union  hiring  halls!  Open  up 
the  universities  to  all — for  open  admis- 
sions. free  tuition  and  a full  living  sti- 
pend for  all  students.  Free,  quality,  inte- 
grated public  education  for  all! 

2 A fighting  labor  movement — picket 
lines  mean  don't  cross!  Defeat  police 
scabherding  and  strikebreaking  through 
mass  pickets  and  union  defense  guards! 
For  sit-down  strikes  against  mass  lay- 
offs! Fight  union-busting,  keep  the  capi- 
talist courts  out  of  the  unions!  Organize 
the  unorganized,  unionize  the  South! 
Jobs  for  all — for  a shorter  workweek  at 
no  loss  in  pay  with  full  cost-of-living 
escalator  clause!  Cops  and  prison  guards 
out  of  the  unions! 

3 Fight  for  women's  rights!  Defend 
abortion  clinics!  Free  abortion  on  de- 


mand; free,  quality  24-hour  childcare! 
Equal  pay  for  equal  work!  For  free,  qual- 
ity health  care  for  all! 

4 Full  citizenship  rights  for  all  immi- 
grants; everyone  who  made  it  into  this 
country  has  the  right  to  stay  and  live 
decently!  Stop  deportations!  No  to  racist 
"English  only”  laws!  Down  with  anti- 
Hispanic,  anti-Semitic,  anti-Arab  and 
anti-Asian  bigotry! 

5 Down  with  anti-gay  laws!  Full  demo- 
cratic rights  for  homosexuals!  Govern- 
ment out  of  the  bedroom! 

6 Mass  labor/black/Hispanic  mobiliza- 
tions drawing  on  the  power  of  the  unions 
against  the  racist  terrorists.  Stop  the 
Nazis!  Stop  the  KKK! 

7 Abolish  the  racist  death  penalty!  Free 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal!  Free  all  victims  of 
racist  capitalist  repression!  No  faith  in 
the  capitalist  courts!  No  to  gun  control! 
Defend  victims  of  cop  terror  and  racist 
police  frame-up!  For  class-struggle,  non- 
sectarian legal  and  social  defense;  sup- 
port the  work  of  the  Partisan  Defense 
Committee! 


8 Unconditional  opposition  to  every 
attempt  to  abolish  welfare!  Down  with 
slave-labor,  union-busting  "workfare” 
schemes!  Fight  any  and  every  attempt 
of  the  government  to  take  away  or  cut 
back  even  more  social  programs  such 
as  Social  Security.  Medicare.  Medicaid, 
public  health  and  aid  to  education  and 
housing!  For  a massive  program  of  pub- 
lic works — high-quality  integrated  hous- 
ing. schools,  libraries,  hospitals  for  the 
working  people  and  the  poor! 

9 Down  with  the  chauvinist  poison  of 
protectionism!  For  international  working- 
class  solidarity!  Support  revolutionary 
struggles  of  working  people  abroad! 
Defend  Cuba,  Vietnam.  China  and  North 
Korea  against  capitalist  restoration  and 
imperialist  attack!  For  labor  action  against 
U.S.  imperialist  war  moves  and  military 
adventures!  For  the  right  of  independ- 
ence for  Puerto  Rico!  U.S.  troops  out  of 
Puerto  Rico  and  the  Caribbean! 

10  Down  with  the  Democrats  and 
Republicans!  For  a revolutionary  work- 
ers party  that  champions  the  cause  of  all 


the  oppressed!  Finish  the  Civil  War! 
Those  who  labor  must  rule!  For  a work- 
ers government  to  take  industry  away 
from  its  racist,  incompetent  and  corrupt 
owners!  Rebuild  America  on  a socialist 
planned  economy! 

—Join  the 

Labor  Black  Leagues! 

Membership  pledge  is 

$3/year  unemployed;  $ 1 0/year  employed. 

For  more  information,  contact: 

CHICAGO  (312)  563-0441 

Labor  Black  Struggle  League 
Box  6938,  Chicago,  IL  60680 

NEW  YORK  (212)  267-1025 

Labor  Black  League  for  Social  Defense 
Box  2502,  Church  St.  Station 
New  York.  NY  10008 

OAKLAND  (510)  839-0851 

Labor  Black  League  for  Social  Defense 
Box  29497 
Oakland.  CA  94604 


black  oppression,  stressing  the  need  for  a 
"single  issue”  focus  on  the  war! 

The  endless  peace  crawls  were  noth- 
ing more  than  a giant  postcard  to  your 
Congressman,  a pressure  tactic  aimed 
at  shifting  administration  policy.  The 
impoverished  black  masses  would  never 
be  attracted  by  such  reformist  tactics.  To 
mobilize  the  ghetto  requires  a struggle 
for  proletarian  power,  a fight  against 
black  oppression  and  class  exploitation 
at  home  as  well  as  imperialist  war 
abroad.  The  Panthers,  who  wrote  off  the 
working  class  and  looked  instead  to 
mobilizing  lumpen  rage,  had  nothing  to 
offer  but  heroic  gestures  while  the  cops 
and  Feds  murdered  some  of  their  leaders, 
and  bought  off  the  rest. 

Stressing  that  what  was  posed  in  Viet- 
nam was  a social  revolution,  the  Sparta- 
cist League  raised  the  slogans  of  rev- 
olutionary proletarian  internationalism. 
"Victory  to  the  Vietnamese  Revolution! 
All  Indochina  must  go  Communist!”  We 
called  for  labor  strikes  against  the  war,  to 
mobilize  the  U.S.  working  class  in 
action.  The  prospects  for  such  action 
were  not  far  off  at  the  time,  despite  the 
efforts  of  the  AFL-CIO  bureaucracy 


under  George  Meany — a racist  and  rabid 
Cold  Warrior — which  did  all  it  could  to 
oppose  any  mobilization  of  labor  power 
in  the  black  freedom  struggles  of  the 
1960s  and  was  among  the  staunchest 
supporters  of  the  war. 

The  same  National  Guard  unit  that 
murdered  four  students  at  Kent  State  in 
1970  had  been  called  out  to  put  down  a 
Teamsters  strike  in  Ohio.  That  same  year, 
postal  workers  went  out  in  the  first  major 
strike  against  the  federal  government  in 
the  history  of  the  U.S.  Open  defiance 
was  breaking  out  in  the  army:  at  Fort 
Hood  in  Texas,  for  instance.  43  black  sol- 
diers refused  to  go  to  Chicago  to  be  used 
against  antiwar  demonstrators  outside  the 
1968  Democratic  Convention, 

What  was  missing  was  a revolutionary 
party,  with  roots  and  authority  in  the 
working  class  and  among  the  black 
masses,  to  have  brought  this  all  together 
in  the  fight  for  proletarian  state  power. 

Imperialist  War  and 
Bourgeois  Hypocrisy 

In  June  1970  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
overturned  Ali's  conviction,  and  months 
later  the  boxing  lords  reinstated  his 


license  to  fight.  Rusty  after  his  forced 
exile  from  the  sport  for  three  years.  AH 
suffered  his  first  professional  loss  in 
March  1971,  a 15-round  decision  in  his 
effort  to  regain  the  championship  from 
Joe  Frazier  in  Madison  Square  CJarden. 
A rematch  was  squelched  when  George 
Foreman  took  the  championship  from 
Frazier  in  1972.  Though  few  "experts” 
gave  him  a chance,  in  1974  a 32-year-old 
Ali  knocked  Foreman  out  in  the  eighth 
round  to  recapture  his  crown.  This  was  a 
fitting  triumph  for  Ali. 

Foreman’s  career  was  propelled  by 
winning  the  heavyweight  gold  medal  at 
the  1968  Olympics  in  Mexico  City.  Ten 
days  before  the  games  opened,  hundreds 
of  student  protesters  were  slaughtered  by 
Mexican  troops  and  cops  in  the  infamous 
Tlatelolco  Massacre.  The  games  them- 
selves were  marked  by  a boycott  by 
Kareem  Abdul-Jabbar  (then  still  known 
as  Lew  Alcindor)  and  other  prominent 
black  athletes  to  protest  racist  oppression 
in  the  U.S.  One  of  their  demands  called 
for  Ali  to  be  reinstated  as  the  heavy- 
weight champ.  In  solidarity  with  the  pro- 
tests. black  sprinters  Tommie  Smith  and 
John  Carlos  raised  their  gloved  fists 
when  receiving  their  gold  and  bronze 
medals  for  the  220-yard  dash.  They  were 
immediately  kicked  off  the  team  and 
banished  from  the  Olympic  Village. 
Foreman's  response  to  the  protests  was 
to  demonstratively  wave  an  American 
flag  after  winning  his  gold  medal. 

Today,  Muhammad  Ali  is  no  longer  a 
pariah.  Two  years  ago,  he  was  named  ath- 
lete of  the  century  by  Sports  Illustrated. 
Last  month,  a star-studded  extravaganza 
was  held  to  celebrate  his  60th  birthday. 
But  while  the  racist  rulers  may  have  tem- 
porarily forgiven  his  "transgressions”  of 
the  past,  they  have  not  been  forgotten.  New 
York’s  Daily  News  chose  to  "honor"  Ali’s 
birthday  by  reprinting  30-year-old  draw- 
ings of  what  for  them  is  the  "highlight” 
of  Ali’s  career — his  loss  to  Joe  Frazier. 

The  ruling  class  of  this  country  merci- 
lessly hounded  Ali  for  his  courageous 
opposition  to  its  dirty,  losing  war  in  Viet- 
nam. Today,  they  hypocritically  seize  the 
opportunity  to  parade  Ali.  seriously  debil- 


itated by  Parkinson’s  disease,  before  the 
media  to  promote  the  virtues  of  their  "war 
against  terrorism”  in  Afghanistan  and  at 
home.  But  the  movie  Ali  reminds  audi- 
ences of  why  “the  champ”  was  so  revered 
by  tens  of  millions  of  people  around 
the  world.  In  Brooklyn,  overwhelmingly 
black  audiences  cheer  as  Ali  declares:  "1 
am  not  going  ten  thousand  miles  from 
here  to  help  murder  and  kill  and  burn 
poor  people  simply  to  help  continue  the 
domination  of  white  slave  masters  over 
the  darker  people.”  Here  is  a measure  of 
the  fragility  of  the  American  imperialists' 
"national  unity”  crusade,  a cynical  fraud 
aimed  at  furthering  brutal  exploitation 
and  racial  oppression  at  home  and  abroad. 
Our  purpose  Is  to  take  the  sympathies  of 
those  who  identify  with  the  Ali  who 
refused  to  serve  the  interests  of  American 
imperialism  and  translate  them  into  the 
forging  of  a revolutionary  proletarian 
party  that  will  end  the  rule  of  the  capital- 
ist slave  masters  through  workers  social- 
ist revolution.! 
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Immigrants... 

(conthmcJ  from  page  16) 

always  tried  to  wrap  anti-working-class 
and  anti-communist  measures  in  anti- 
immigrant  chauvinism.  Their  aim  is  to 
divide  and  weaken  the  working  class  and 
purge  its  most  class-conscious  compo- 
nent. especially  in  limes  of  depression 
and  war.  The  Smith  Act  is  a perfect  exam- 
ple. Ostensibly  passed  to  suppress  the 
American  Hitlerites  after  the  outbreak  of 
World  War  II  in  Europe,  it  was  first  used 
to  imprison  leaders  of  the  then-Trotskyist 
Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP)  and  the 
militant  Minneapolis  Teamsters,  to  the 
cheers  of  the  Stalinist  Communist  Parly 
(CP).  It  was  later  used  to  go  after  the  CP. 
which  shows  that  even  under  capitalism, 
crime  doesn’t  always  pay. 

Today,  the  Cliffilcs  of  the  Interna- 
tional Socialist  Organization  moan  that 
the  "Democrats  Cave  In  to  the  Attack  on 
Civil  Liberties,"  as  the  headline  of  a 14 
December  article  in  Socialist  Worker 
would  have  it.  But  it  was  Democratic 
president  Clinton  who  militarized  the 
border  with  Mexico  in  1994  under  "Oper- 
ation Gatekeeper.”  Likewise,  it  was  that 
Democratic  administration  that  in  1996 
signed  into  law  the  "Illegal  Immigration 
Reform  and  Immigrant  Responsibility 
Act”  and  the  "Anti-Terrorism  and  Effec- 
tive Death  Penalty  Act"  that: 

• Gutted  habeas  corpus  to  speed  up  the 
stale’s  machinery  of  death. 

• Created  a special  court  that  use.s  secret 
evidence  to  jail  and  deport  foreign-bom 
so-called  "subversives." 

• Allows  the  deportation  of  foreign-bom 
individuals  based  on  membership  in  a 
group  designated  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  as  "terrorist."  even  if  the  individual 
had  only  participated  in  the  group's 
political  or  humanitarian  activities — a 
revival  of  McCarran  Act  exclusions. 

These  laws  set  the  stage  for  the  pres- 
ent assault  on  civil  liberties  and  immi- 
grants. In  2000.  1.6  million  Mexicans 
were  thrown  back  trying  to  cross  the 
border.  Before  1996.  there  were  fewer 
than  100  deaths  a year  of  Latinos  coming 
across  the  border,  but  with  the  reaction- 
ary Clinton-era  legislation  in  place,  the 
number  reached  369  in  1999. 

We  stand  opposed  to  alt  the  bour- 
geoisie’s anti-immigrant  laws  and  regu- 
lations and  demand- full  citizenship  rights 
for  all  immigrants.  We  defend  bilingual 
education  against  “English  only"  bigots 
and  stand  for  full  equality  of  all  lan- 
guages in  all  spheres  of  public  life. 
Against  the  capitalists’  attempts  to  use 
undocumented  immigrant  workers  as  a 
club  against  unions,  we  seek  to  mobi- 
lize the  labor  movement  to  fight  deporta- 
tions and  Immigration  and  Naturaliza- 
tion Service  (INS)  factory  raids  through 
class-struggle  means  and  to  organize  the 
foreign-born  into  the  unions  with  full 
rights  and  protections. 

The  crucial  need  for  the  labor  move- 
ment and  all  the  oppressed  to  defend 
immigrant  rights  was  seen  in  1982.  when 
the  race-terrorist  Ku  KIux  Klan,  with 


Sebasiiao  Salgado 

Militarization  of  Mexican  border  in  1990s  has  led  to  deaths  of  hundreds  of 
desperate  immigrants. 


its  preferred  candidate  Ronald  Reagan  in 
office,  announced  that  they  were  going  to 
march  through  the  streets  of  the  nation’s 
capital,  something  they  had  not  done 
since  1925.  The  Klan  said  they  were 
going  to  target  immigrants,  but  predomi- 
nantly black  Washington,  D.C.  and  orga- 
nized labor  throughout  the  region  under- 
stood that  they.  loo.  were  the  targets. 
They  backed  our  initiative  for  a united 
front  to  stop  the  Klan  based  on  mobiliz- 
ing the  social  power  of  labor,  and  more 
than  5.000  unionists,  leftists  and  black 
youth  turned  out  to  run  these  fascist  mur- 
derers out  of  town.  It  was  the  power  of  the 
working  class  that  was  seen  on  the  streets 
of  Washington  that  day. 

Defend  Immigrant  Workers, 
Labor's  Advance  Guard 

As  revolutionary  leader  V.I.  Lenin 
wrote  in  "Capitalism  and  Workers’  Immi- 
gration” (October  1913): 

"There  can  be  no  doubt  that  dire  poverty 
alone  compels  people  to  abandon  their 
native  land,  and  that  the  capitalists  ex- 
ploit the  immigrant  workers  in  the  most 
shameful  manner.  But  only  reactionaries 
can  shut  their  eyes  to  the  progressive  sig- 
nificance of  this  modern  migration  of 
nations.  Emancipation  from  the  yoke  of 
capital  is  impossible  without  the  further 
development  of  capitalism,  and  without 
the  class  struggle  that  is  based  on  it. 
And  it  is  into  this  struggle  that  capital- 
ism is  drawing  the  masses  of  the  work- 
ing people  of  the  whole  world,  breaking 
down  the  musty,  fusty  habits  of  local 
life,  breaking  down  national  barriers  and 
prejudices,  uniting  workers  from  all 
countries  in  huge  factones  and  mines  in 
America.  Germany,  and  so  forth." 

Lenin  pointed  out  that  the  Russian 
immigrant  who  had  gone  through  the 
1905  Revolution  brought  with  him  ad- 
vanced methods  of  class  struggle  like 
the  mass  strike.  That  may  help  explain  the 
solidarity,  militancy  and  tenacity  of  the 
1912  Lawrence.  Massachusetts  textile 
workers,  who  did  not  speak  English  but 
understood  the  international  language  of 
the  class  struggle.  Today  the  immigrant 
worker,  who  often  brings  with  him  the 
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militant  traditions  of  class  war.  is  vital  to 
reinvigoraling  the  working  class  here, 
breaking  down  its  supremely  musty,  fusty 
habits  of  local  life,  breaking  down  deeply 
ingrained  national  prejudices.  Latinos 
from  Mexico  and  Central  America  have 
turned  "open  shop"  Los  Angeles  into  a 
battleground  of  the  class  war.  In  addition, 
proletarian  immigrants  from  throughout 
the  reach  of  Wall  Street’s  empire  form  a 
living  link  between  the  working  class  in 


of  the  Irish  well,  because  he  loured  their 
country  in  the  1840s,  In  a February  1846 
letter  to  William  Lloyd  Garrison,  Doug- 
lass wrote: 

"I  spent  nearly  six  weeks  in  Dublin,  and 
the  scenes  i there  witnessed  were  such  .in 
to  make  me  'blush,  and  hang  my  head  to 
think  myself  a man'  ... 

"I  see  much  here  to  remind  me  of  my  f<ir 
mer  condition,  and  1 confess  I should  be 
ashamed  to  lift  up  my  voice  against 
American  slavery,  but  that  I know  the 
cause  of  humanity  is  one  the  world  over.  " 
— Life  and  Writings  of  Frederick 
Dougiass  {\950).\o\.  1 

Many  in  Ireland  identified  themselves 
as  the  "slaves"  of  the  British,  and  in  1842 
thousands  signed  petitions  to  their  coun- 
trymen in  America  declaring:  "Irishmen 
and  Irishwomen!  Treat  the  colored  people 
as  your  equals,  as  brethren."  But  white 
supremacy  proved  to  be  a formidable  bar- 
rier to  that  message  of  solidarity.  Faced 
with  economic  hardship  and  prejudice 
in  America,  the  Irish  vented  their  rage 
on  black  people,  with  whom  they  were 
forced  into  direct  competition  for  jobs 
In  1830.  the  majority  of  servants  in  New 
York  City  were  black;  20  years  later  they 
were  Irish  women. 

As  Ronald  Takaki  writes  about  the 
Irish  immigrants  in  A Different  Mirror 
(1993):  "Targets  of  naiivisi  haired  toward 
them  as  outsiders  or  foreigners.  ihe> 
sought  to  become  insiders,  or  Americans, 
by  claiming  their  membership  as  whites 
A powerful  way  to  transform  their  own 
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their  country  of  origin  and  the  multiracial 
proletariat  here  in  the  belly  of  the  imperi- 
alist beast. 

But  our  task  is  not  easy.  Near  the 
end  of  his  life.  Friedrich  Engels  noted  in 
a December  1893  letter  to  the  German 
American  Marxist  Friedrich  Sorge  that 
among  the  obstacles  to  forming  a mass 
workers  party  in  America  was: 

"immigration,  which  divides  the  workers 
into  two  groups:  the  native-born  and  the 
foreigners,  and  the  latter  in  turn  into  (1) 
the  Irish,  (2)  the  Germans,  (3)  the  many 
small  groups,  each  of  which  understands 
only  itself:  Czechs.  Poles.  Italians.  Scan- 
dinavians. etc.  And  then  the  Negroes.  To 
form  a single  party  out  of  these  requires 
quite  unusually  powerful  incentives. 
Often  there  is  a sudden  violent  elan,  but 
the  bourgeois  need  only  wail  passively, 
and  the  dissimilar  elements  of  the  work- 
ing class  fall  apart  again." 

“It  Was  Not  in  Ireland  You 
Learned  This  Cruelty" 

So  we  have  our  work  cut  out  for  us. 
In  that  spirit  let  me  begin  by  discussing 
the  Irish  immigration.  Between  1845, 
when  the  potato  blight  began,  until  1855. 
one  million  people  in  Ireland  died  from 
starvation  and  related  illnesses.  Of  the 
one  and  a half  million  who  emigrated  to 
the  U.S.,  20  percent  died  in  mid  passage 
or  shortly  after  disembarking.  From  1815 
to  1920,  five  and  a half  million  people 
would  flee  Ireland  for  the  U.S,  As  one  of 
their  ballads  proclaimed: 

"1  would  not  live  in  Ireland  now.  for 
she’s  a fallen  land. 

"And  the  tyrant’s  heel  is  on  her  neck, 
with  her  reeking  bloodstained  hand. 
"There’s  not  a foot  of  Irish  ground,  bui'.s 
trodden  down  by  slaves. 

"Who  die  unwept,  and  then  are  flung, 
like  dogs,  into  their  gVaves." 

Frederick  Douglass,  the  freed  slave  and 
articulate  abolitionist,  knew  the  plight 
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identity  from  ‘Irish’  to  ‘American’  was  to 
attack  blacks.”  The  noted  Irish  nationalist 
Daniel  O’Connell  declared  to  his  coun- 
trymen here;  “It  was  not  in  Ireland  you 
learned  this  cruelty.” 

Another  route  for  Irish  men  to  become 
"white”  in  the  U.S.  was  military  service  in 
the  war  against  Mexico  for  conquest  of 
what  became  the  Southwest  of  the  U.S.  In 
1830,  the  Mexican  government  outlawed 
slavery.  This  affected  what  later  became 
the  stale  of  Texas,  where  a number  of 
Anglo  settlers  were  raising  cotton  with 
slave  labor.  By  1835.  the  Anglo  popula- 
tion outnumbered  the  Mexican  20.000  to 
4.000.  In  1836.  some  of  these  Anglos 
rebelled  against  Mexican  rule  and  raised 
the  flag  of  the  so-called  "Lone  Star 
Republic"  over  a converted  mission  south 
of  San  Antonio,  the  Alamo.  In  1845,  the 
U.S.  annexed  this  ersatz  republic  and 
declared  that  Texas  began  at  the  Rio 
Grande.  President  James  Polk  sent  Amer- 
ican troops  and  ships  to  occupy  the  mouth 
of  the  river  and  blockade  its  waters,  pro- 
voking war  with  Mexico.  There  ensued 
a campaign  of  such  unrestrained  brutal- 
ity that  even  the  commanding  officer. 
General  Winfield  Scott,  admitted  that 
his  troops  “committed  atrocities  to  make 
Heaven  weep  and  every  American  of 
Christian  morals  blush  for  his  country. 
Murder.  robbery  and  rape  of  mothers  and 
daughters  in  the  presence  of  lied-up 
males  of  the  families  have  been  common 
all  along  the  Rio  Grande." 

Frederick  Douglass  thundered  against 
this  war  of  pillage  and  plunder  for  slavers 
and  plutocrats  in  the  pages  of  the  aboli- 
tionist newspaper  North  Star: 

"The  loss  of  thousands  of  her  own  men, 
and  the  slaughter  of  tens  of  thousands 
of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Mexico, 
have  rather  given  edge  than  dullness  to 
our  appetite  for  fiery  conflict  and  plunder. 

WORKERS  VANGUARD 


The  civilization  of  ihc  age.  the  voice  of 
the  world,  the  .sacredness  of  human  life, 
the  tremendous  cxpcn.se,  the  dangers, 
hardships,  and  the  deep  disgrace  which 
must  forever  attach  to  our  inhuman 
course,  seem  to  oppose  no  availing  check 
to  the  mad  spirit  of  proud  ambition, 
blood,  and  carnage,  let  loose  in  the  land." 

— Life  ami  Writings  of  Frederick 
Douglass,  Vol.  I 

Even  before  the  Mexican-American 
War.  Polk  declared  in  a message  to  Con- 
gress hi.s  designs  on  California,  whose 
harbors  "would  afford  shelter  for  our 
navy. ..and  would  in  a short  period  be- 
come the  marls  of  an  extensive  and  prof- 
itable commerce  with  China,  and  other 
countries  of  the  East"  (cited  in  Takaki.  A 
Differcnl  Mirror).  As  the  war  got  under- 
way. John  C.  Fremont,  then  a lieutenant  in 
the  Army  Corps  of  Topographical  Engi- 
neers. fomented  with  a handful  of  sol- 
diers the  so-called  "Bear  Flag  Revolt,” 
The  Mexican  governor  was  .seized  and 
California  declared  an  "independent  re- 
public.” The  war  ended  in  early  1 848  with 
Scott  occupying  Mexico  City,  forcing  the 
government  to  cede  Texas.  California. 
New  Mexico,  Nevada  and  parts  of  Colo- 
rado. Arizona  and  Utah,  altogether  one- 
half  of  Mexico’s  territory.  Mexicans  who 
remained  under  their  new  masters  were 
promised  American  citizenship,  but  in 
fact,  like  Palestinians  today,  they  were 
treated  as  foreigners  in  their  own  land. 
This  conquest  also  accelerated  the  for- 
mation of  a Mexican  American  working 
class,  as  they  picked  cotton,  built  rail- 
roads and  carried  out  of  the  bowels  of  the 
earth  200-pound  packs  of  ore  strapped  to 
their  backs. 

It  is  a bitter  irony  that  Mexicans, 
hunted  down  like  dogs  by  the  INS  when 
not  struck  down  by  hunger  and  want,  are 
branded  as  "illegal  aliens”  when  they  tra- 
verse this  border  drenched  by  a river  of 
blood,  mainly  their  own.  In  fact,  they  are 
only  reclaiming  a bit  of  their  birthright. 
Our  program  promises  that  the  success- 
ful workers  revolution  here  will  make 
restitution  to  Mexico,  including  in  land, 
for  the  rape  and  pillage  that  marked  this 
inglorious  chapter  in  American  history 
and  that  was  to  presage  its  sanguinary 
imperialist  future. 

« 

German  Red  ’48ers  and 
the  American  Civil  War 

While  the  U.S.  was  engrossed  in  a war 
of  aggrandizement  against  Mexico.  Marx 
and  Engels’  Communist  Manifesto  hit  the 
streets  just  as  a revolutionary  wave  swept 
Europe.  Among  the  one  million  Germans 
who  came  here  between  1844  and  1854. 
several  thousand  were  participants  in 
the  failed  1848-49  Revolution.  The  “Red 
‘48ers"  brought  not  only  their  demo- 
cratic and  socialist  ideals,  but  invaluable 
military  experience  as  well  (see  "The 
■Red  ’48ers’  and  the  Fight  for  Black  Free- 
dom.” VVV'No.  734.  21  April  2000).  Here 
are  two  examples. 

August  Willich,  a captain  in  the  Prus- 
sian Army  and  a sympathizer  of  Karl 
Marx’s  Communist  League,  participated 
in  the  1 848-49  Revolution  as  leader  of  the 
Kdln  (Cologne)  insurrection  and  later  led 
a workers’  legion  together  with  Engels  in 
the  Rhineland.  In  the  American  Civil  War. 
he  took  command  of  the  9lh  Ohio  Regi- 
ment as  well  as  the  32nd  Indiana  Regi- 


Below:  Brutally  exploited  Chinese 
workers  were  key  to  building 
transcontinental  railroad.  Right: 
Drawing  of  anti-Chinese  riot  in 
Denver,  1880,  part  of  wave  of 
chauvinist  anti-immigrant  reaction. 
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ment  (the  first  German  regiment  formed). 
He  led  the  charge  up  Missionary  Ridge  in 
Tennessee  that  relieved  the  Union  armies 
at  Cumberland  and  opened  the  road  to 
Sherman’s  march  to  the  sea. 

Joseph  Weydemeyer  in  1 842  Joined  a 
circle  of  fellow  Prussian  officers  around 
the  Rheinische  Post  that  Marx  edited. 
Kicked  out  of  the  army  becau.se  of  his 
revolutionary  views,  by  1847  he  was  an 
organizer  for  the  Communist  League. 
Forced  to  flee  Germany  in  1851.  he  even- 
tually emigrated  to  the  U.S.  During  the 
Civil  War.  he  was  a colonel  in  the  40th 
Missouri  Regiment,  one  of  500  German 
officers  that  helped  lead  the  Union  Army 
to  victory  in  the  last  great  bourgeois  dem- 
ocratic revolution. 
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as  administrators  and  officers  in  the  Tai- 
ping  army.  It  also  tried  to  abolish  private 
ownership  of  land  and  distribute  it  to  the 
tiller.  The  rebellion’s  defeat  left  30  mil- 
lion dead  and  the  country’s  economy  in  a 
state  of  collapse. 

At  first,  the  Chinese  came  to  work  the 
gold  mines.  But  as  that  dried  up.  they 
were  recruited  for  rail  construction.  They 
received  just  $26-$35  a month  for  a 12- 
hour  day  with  a six-day  workweek  and 
had  to  provide  their  own  food  and  tents. 
White  workers  received  about  $35  a 
month  and  were  furnished  with  food  and 
shelter. 

Twelve  thousand  of  the  Central  Pacific 
Railroad’s  13,500  employees  were  Chi- 
nese immigrants.  Our  article  "Chinese 


zenship  and  prohibited  their  wives  from 
entering  the  U.S 

Racist  “Labor  Lieutenants 
of  Capital" 

The  year  1877  saw  the  Great  Railroad 
Strike,  the  first  national  strike  in  Ameri- 
can history.  But  when  an  8.000-strong 
support  rally  assembled  in  the  streets  of 
San  Francisco,  the  “Anti-Coolie  Club” 
turned  it  into  an  anti-Chinese  pogrom.  In 
Oakland,  an  anti-Chinese  bigot  formed  a 
Workingman’s  Party  of  California  that 
proposed  to  “rid  the  country  of  cheap 
Chinese  labor.. .by  all  means  in  our 
power.”  On  Thanksgiving  Day  1877.  this 
party  led  a march  of  over  7.000.  includ- 
ing representatives  from  nine  unions. 
The  following  year,  the  party  won  the 
mayoral  elections  in  both  Oakland  and 
Sacramento  before  going  into  decline 
and  losing  most  of  its  supporters  to  the 
Democrats.  In  1882,  Congress  passed  the 
Chinese  Exclusion  Act,  shutting  the  door 
to  Chinese  laborers  (but  not  merchants) 
for  ten  years. 

In  his  1988  Reconstruction,  America's 
Unfinished  Revolution.  Eric  Foner  writes: 
“In  California,  where  indentured  Chinese 
immigrants  by  1870  constituted  a quar- 
ter of  the  wage  labor  force,  the  agita- 
tion for  their  exclusion,  more  than  any 
other  issue,  shaped  the  labor  movement’s 
development."  The  Knights  of  Labor, 
founded  in  1869,  admitted  blacks  and 
eventually  women,  but  excluded  Chinese 
and  campaigned  to  prevent  further  immi- 
gration. In  February  1886,  mobs  led  by 
the  Knights  rounded  up  Seattle’s  Chinese- 
born  workers  and  herded  them  to  a 
waiting  steamer,  Knights  of  Labor  chief 
Terence  Powderly  raised  the  slogan:  “Bar 
John  Chinaman  to  Eternity!”  and  went  on 


Chinese  immigration  and 
Chauvinist  Reaction 

The  period  of  Radical  Reconstruction 
that  followed  the  North’s  victory  over  the 
Southern  slavocracy,  won  in  good  meas- 
ure by  the  emancipation  and  arming  of 
the  black  slaves,  was  the  most  egalitarian 
decade  in  American  history.  This  period 
also  opened  up  unparalleled  capitalist 
development,  signified  by  the  building  of 
the  transcontinental  railroad.  The  chal- 
lenge was  enormous:  1,800  miles  across 
arid  plains  and  desert  and  the  rugged 
granite  walls  of  the  Sierra  Nevada 
and  Rocky  Mountains,  The  Union  Pacific 
began  laying  track  westward  from 
Omaha.  Nebraska.  The  Central  Pacific 
had  the  much  more  arduous  task  of  lay- 
ing track  eastward  from  Sacramento, 
California. 

The  Central  Pacific  suffered  from  an 
acute  labor  shortage,  so  they  decided  to 
recruit  Chinese  immigrants.  Asian  and 
especially  Chinese  immigration  really 
began  in  the  decade  before  the  Civil  War. 
In  1852,  20.000  people  came  from  China 
alone.  Driving  this  immigration  were 
China’s  devastating  defeat  in  the  Opium 
War  by  the  British — let  nothing  stand  in 
the  way  of  these  imperial  drug  pushers! — 
and  great  social  upheavals  like  the  Tai- 
ping  Rebellion.  This  rebellion,  akin  to  the 
16th-century  peasant  wars  in  Germany, 
promoted  the  equality  of  the  sexes,  abo'- 
ished  footbinding  and  appointed  women 
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All-German  artillery  unit  of  Union  Army.  Tens  of  thousands  of  German 
soldiers  joined  fight  against  Confederate  slavocracy  in  U.S.  Civil  V\/ar. 


Immigrant  Workers  in  Racist  America" 
(WV'No.719.  17  September  1999)  relates 
the  hazards  they  faced  and  the  casualties 
they  suffered.  In  June  1867.  5.000  of 
them  struck  for  $45  a month  and  the 
eight-hour  day.  The  rail  barons  would 
grant  higher  wages  but  not  shorter  hours. 
They  cut  off  provisions  and  starved  the 
striking  Chinese  workers  back  to  work. 

The  completion  of  the  transcontinen- 
tal railroad  set  off  an  industrial  boom  in 
San  Francisco.  The  Chinese  population 
there  increased  from  2.700  in  1860  to 
12,000  a decade  later.  In  San  Francisco’s 
four  key  industries — shoemaking,  wool- 
ens, tobacco  products  and  garment — Chi- 
nese made  up  half  the  workforce.  Califor- 
nia passed  the  first  Chinese  exclusion  law 
in  1862,  called  “An  Act  to  Protect  Free 
White  Labor  Against  Competition  with 
Chinese  Coolie  Labor,  and  to  Discourage 
the  Immigration  of  the  Chinese  into  the 
Stale  of  California.”  And  that  was  only 
the  title. 

At  the  same  time,  some  of  the  dem- 
ocratic gains  of  the  Civil  War  were 
extended  to  Chinese  immigrants  by  the 
1 870  Civil  Rights  Act.  Asian  immigrants 
and  black  people  were  made  legal  per- 
sons who  could  sue.  testify  in  court,  etc. 
But  1870  was  also  a depression  year. 
White  workers  in  the  Bay  Area  went  from 
store  to  store  threatening  a boycott  if  Chi- 
nese workers  were  not  fired.  In  that  year. 
Congress  passed  a new  Naturalization 
Act  which  further  barred  Chinese  immi- 
grants from  gaining  United  States  citi- 


to  serve  a term  as  U.S.  Commissioner- 
General  of  Immigration,  including  during 
the  1898  Spanish-American  War.  the  U.S.’ 
first  imperialist  war. 

Then  there  was  Samuel  Gompers. 
who  founded  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  (AFL)  on  a narrow  craft  basis.  In 
1902,  Gompers  co-authored  an  article 
titled.  "Some  Reasons  for  Chinese  Exclu- 
sion. Meat  vs.  Rice.  American  Manhood 
Against  Asiatic  Coolieism.  Which  Shall 
Survive?” 

While  Chinese  immigration  was  be- 
ing restricted.  180.000  Japanese  immi- 
grated to  the  U.S.  mainland  and  200.000 
to  Hawaii  between  1885.  when  Japan 
first  legalized  emigration,  and  1924, 
when  new  U.S.  laws  would  drastically 
curtail  Asian  immigration.  Immigrant 
workers  turned  the  California  desert  into 
orchards  and  vegetable  gardens.  In  1903, 
the  Japanese-Mexican  Labor  Association 
(JMLA)  was  established.  Composed  of 
800  Japanese  and  400  Mexican  agricul- 
tural workers,  the  union  struck  the  West- 
ern Agricultural  Contracting  Company  in 
Oxnard.  California  on  March  18  of  that 
year,  protesting  the  company's  hiring 
through  contractors,  payment  in  goods 
rather  than  money  and  threats  of  a wage 
cut.  A hard-fought  strike  produced  a 
compromise  agreement. 

However,  the  union  faced  an  obsta- 
cle within  the  labor  movement,  the 
Gompers  bureaucracy.  When  the  JMLA 
and  another  Japanese  union  applied  to 
continued  on  page  N 
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Brown  Brothers 

Garment  workers  striking  for  eight-hour  day  in  1913  carry  signs  in  Yiddish, 
Italian  and  Russian. 


Immigrants... 

(continued  from  page  13) 

the  AFL  for  charters.  Gompers  wrote  to 
J.M.  Li/arras,  the  Mexican  secretary  of 
the  JMLA;  “Your  union  will  under  no  cir- 
cumstance accept  membership  of  any 
Chinese  or  Japanese.”  No  wonder  the 
American  socialist  Daniel  De  Leon  called 
these  miserable  misleaders  the  “labor 
lieutenants  of  capital”!  Lizarras  fired 
back  the  mandate  from  the  union;  "We 
will  refuse  any  other  kind  of  charier, 
except  one  which  will  wipe  out  race  prej- 
udice and  recognize  our  fellow  workers 
as  being  as  good  as  ourselves"  (cited  in 
Takaki.  A Different  Mirror).  But  without 
the  support  of  the  rest  of  labor,  this  early 
experiment  in  multiracial  unionism  could 
not  survive. 

IWW  Wobblies  vs. 
'Uingo-Socialism" 

In  the  “Panic  of  1893,”  with  the  failure 
of  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad 
and  the  collapse  of  500  banks  and  15.000 
businesses,  millions  of  workers  were 
thrown  into  the  ranks  of  the  unemployed, 
while  those  still  working  were  increas- 
ingly restless.  Economic  crisis  spurred 
on  U.S.  imperialism's  drive  for  colonies, 
markets  and  spheres  of  influence.  Victory 
in  the  Spanish-American  War.  dubbed  that 
"splendid  little  war”  by  cheerleaders  for 
the  American  empire,  gave  the  U.S.  Guam, 
Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico.  The  subsequent 
suppression  of  the  Philippine  indepen- 
dence struggle  at  the  beginning  of  the  20th 
century  also  gave  the  U.S.  control  of  these 
strategic  islands.  While  Admiral  Dewey 
pursued  the  “Open  Door”  policy  for 
American  pillage  of  China,  “Progressive” 
president  Teddy  Roosevelt  bolted  the 
door  to  Chinese  immigration  by  making 
the  Chinese  Exclusion  Act  permanent. 

Japan’s  surprise  military  victory  over 
Russia  in  1905  cast  a deep  shadow  over 
U.S.  imperialism's  appetite  to  turn  the 


Mobilizing... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

and  Local  10,  a heavily  black  union;  in 
other  words,  this  demo  breaks  with  the 
capitalists*  divide  and  rule  scheme,  re- 
placing it  with  common  class  struggle 
and  solidarity. 

The  other  legislation  we’re  fighting 
against  is  this  Port.  Maritime  and  Rail 
Security  Act.  The  history  of  this  bill 
pretty  much  exposes  the  fact  that  its  pur- 
pose is  to  attack  black  and  Latino  work- 
ers. Originally  this  act  was  drafted  as  pan 
of  the  “war  on  drugs,”  months  before  Sep- 
tember 11.  After  the  World  Trade  Center 
attack.  Congress  gave  it  the  twist  of  sup- 
posedly protecting  American  transporta- 
tion, railroad  and  ships  from  the  terror- 
ists. The  title  changed  to  better  hide  its 
true  intentions,  but  its  essence  remains 
the  same.  This  act  calls  for  “background 
checks”  on  all  waterfront  workers,  mean- 
ing any  felony,  even  a minor  drug  charge, 
in  the  past  ten  years  could  gel  any  worker 
fired,  without  a hearing — just  like  the  gov- 
ernment is  deporting  immigrants  without 


Pacific  into  an  American  lake,  evoking 
“yellow  peril”  hysteria  from  ruling  circles 
here,  typified  by  a San  Francisco  Chron- 
icle front-page  headline:  “The  Japanese 
Invasion,  the  Problem  of  the  Hour.”  San 
Francisco  labor  leaders  contributed  to 
that  chauvinist  campaign  by  forming  the 
Asiatic  Exclusion  League  that  year. 

Walking  south  through  Chinatown  in 
Oakland  today  you  come  upon  Jack  Lon- 
don Square,  named  after  the  so-called 
socialist  and  author  of  The  Iron  Heel,  a 
fictionalized  account  about  the  masses 
fighting  against  the  capitali.sl  oligarchy  in 
America.  But  London  was  also  an  open 
racist  who  railed  against  the  “yellow 
peril.”  Typical  of  the  American  Social- 
ist Party’s  attitude  toward  Asian  immi- 
grants was  a letter  it  sent  to  the  Second 
International  and  published  in  the  party’s 
main  theoretical  magazine.  International 
Socialist  Review  1910): 

"We  advocate  the  unconditional  exclu- 
sion of  Chinese,  Japanese.  Corcans  and 
Hindus,  not  as  races,  per  se.  not  as  peo- 


a hearing.  The  Waterfront  unions  are 
heavily  black  and  Latino;  most  blacks 
and  Latinos  live  in  the  ghettos  and  bar- 
rios. which  are  under  the  brutal  occupa- 
tion of  the  police.  This,  coupled  with  the 
“racial  profiling”  that  pervades  the  Amer- 
ican judicial  system,  means  that  it’s  very 
likely  that  many  dockworkers  have  had  to 
deal  with  the  police  in  their  lives.  Further- 
more, this  act  would  take  the  power  of 
hiring  out  of  the  union’s  hands,  making  it 
way  easier  for  labor  leaders  and  militant 
workers  to  be  fired  if  they  cause  any 
"trouble”  for  the  bosses. 

One  SYC  member  recounted  a distrib- 
ution of  the  “call  to  action”  on  the  docks, 
w here  it  has  not  taken  any  effort  to  con- 
vince workers  that  their  very  livelihoods 
are  being  attacked  by  the  Maritime  and 
Patriot  acts.  The  SYC  comrade  reported; 
"Just  from  selling  Workers  Vanguard  at 
the  longshore  union  hall  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. for  an  hour.  I sold  to  five  people 
who  realized  that  if  this  act  passed  they 
would  lose  their  jobs,  because  they  had 
been  in  prison  in  the  last  ten  years.  After 
I explained  to  them  what  these  bills  are 
about,  these  guys  got  really  mad  and  look 
stacks  of  demo  flyers  to  pass  out  in  their 
union  hall.  Some  have  even  signed  up  to 


pies  with  definite  physiological  charac- 
teristics— but  for  the  evident  reasons  that 
these  peoples  occupy  definite  portions 
of  the  eanh  which  are  so  far  behind  the 
general  modem  development  of  industry, 
psychologically  as  well  as  economically, 
that  they  constitute. ..an  obstacle  and 
menace  to  the  progress. ..of  our  working 
class  population." 

— "The  Socialist  Congress  and  the 
Immigration  Question,”  quoted 
in  Jennifer  Jung  Hce  Choi. 

The  Rhetoric  o/  Inclusion:  The 
iWW.  and  Asian  Workers  (1999) 
No  wonder  that  Lenin  wrote  in  late 
1 9 1 5 to  the  Socialist  Propaganda  League, 
composed  mainly  of  left-wing  Lettish 
immigrants  who  went  on  to  become  a 
cornerstone  of  the  early  American  Com- 
munist Party: 

"In  our  struggle  for  true  internationalism 
& against  ‘jingo-socialism’  we  always 
quote  in  our  press  the  example  of  the 
opportunist  leaders  of  the  S.P.  in  Amer- 
ica. who  are  in  favor  of  restrictions  of 
the  immigration  of  Chinese  and  Japanese 
workers  (especially  after  the  Congress  of 
Stuttgart.  1907.  & against  the  decisions 


work  with  us  so  that  they  could  help  build 
for  this  fight.  It  is  not  a coincidence  that 
it  is  the  most  oppressed  elements  of  the 
working  class  who  are  in  a position  to  see 
through  the  lies  of  the  bourgeoisie.  In 
America,  because  of  its  history  of  slavery 
and  immigration,  these  elements  are  im- 
migrants and  blacks.  These  are  not  just 
abstract  slogans,  for  them  this  is  the  dif- 
ference between  eating  and  going  hungry, 
for  themselves  and  their  families." 

Port  truckers,  who  have  been  espe- 
cially targeted  by  the  Maritime  Security 
Act.  have  also  responded  to  this  demo 
with  great  enthusiasm.  In  Oakland  we 
have  met  Latino.  Chinese.  Indian.  Paki- 
stani. Iranian  and  black  drivers  who. 
while  at  first  unaware  of  its  impact,  all 
became  very  interested  in  defeating  this 
viciously  anti-immigrant,  anti-black  leg- 
islation. Although  we  have  been  passing 
out  leaflets  in  Spanish,  Chinese  and  Ara- 
bic, there  are  requests  for  more  info  in 
other  languages,  such  as  Farsi  (Persian). 
Very  importantly,  this  demo  is  already 
breaking  workers  away  from  the  anti- 
immigrant  chauvinism  of  the  union  bu- 
reaucracy, which  treats  immigrants  as 
dangerous  competition  for  jobs,  rather 
than  as  class  brothers  and  sisters.  A long- 
shoreman we  met  at  one  of  our  sales  was 
outraged  that  the  heavily  immigrant  port 
truckers  aren’t  unionized,  while  black 
truckers  would  greet  our  calls  for  the  de- 
fense of  immigrants  with  “right  on"  and 
“good  work.”  expressing  their  solidarity. 

Mobilizing  the  working  class  indepen- 
dently. for  its  own  interests,  is  the  only  ‘ 
way  to  fight  these  reactionary  attacks. 
Students  alone  can  only  be  heard  as  loud 
as  they  can  yell,  and  this  is  the  truth.  We 
as  students  have  no  social  power;  if  we 
really  try  to  change  something  by  just 
being  militant,  the  government  will  just 
jail  us  or  kill  us.  as  happened  with  the 
anarchist  youth  protesting  the  C-8  sum- 
mit in  Italy  last  year.  What  the  proletariat, 
the  key  workers  that  keep  society  run- 
ning, has  that  no  other  class  has  is  the 
ability  to  shut  everything  down.  An  SYC 
comrade  speaking  at  the  School  of  the 
Arts  explained:  "Workers  create  all  the 
wealth  of  society  with  their  hands;  any 


of  Stuttgart).  We  think  that  one  can  not 
be  intemationalisi  & be  at  the  same  time 
in  favor  of  such  restrictions.  And  we 
assert  that  Socialists  in  America,  espe. 
dally  English  Socialists,  belonging  to 
the  ruling,  and  oppressing  nation,  utio 
are  not  against  any  restrictions  of  immi- 
gration. against  the  possession  of  colo- 
nics (Hawaii)  and  for  the  entire  freedom 
of  colonies,  that  such  Socialists  are  in 
reality  jingoes." 

The  proud  exception  to  this  record  of 
chauvinism  in  the  early  labor  movement 
was  the  Industrial  Workers  of  the  World 
(IWW) — better  known  as  the  Wobblies— 
which  was  founded  in  1905,  the  year  of 
the  first  Russian  Revolution,  as  a class- 
struggle  organization  whose  preamble 
boldly  staled  the  simple  truth  so  often 
betrayed:  "The  working  class  and  the  em- 
ploying class  have  nothing  in  commim." 
The  IWW  declared; 

‘The  Industrial  Workers  of  the  World 
is  an  international  movement....  We  real- 
ize workers  have  no  country.,.,  In  our 
organization,  the  Caucasian,  the  Malay, 
the  Mongolian  and  the  Negro,  arc  all  on 
the  same  footing....  An  injury  to  them  ;s 
an  injury  to  us." 

— Industrial  Solidarity 

(13  September  1913),  cited  in 
The  Rhetoric  of  Inclusion:  The 
IWW.  and  Asian  Workers 
In  1912,  the  IWW  responded  to  a call  f-r 
help  from  some  23,()00  striking  textile 
workers  in  Lawrence,  Massachusetts  m 
what  became  known  as  the  “Bread  and 
Roses”  strike.  The  strikers  were  mainly 
women  and  almost  all  foreign-born,  from 
28  different  nationalities  speaking  45  dii- 
ferent  languages. 

With  the  Bolshevik  Revolution  »f 
1917,  many  of  the  best  IWW  fighters  saw 
in  living  struggle  the  need  for  a workim*- 
class  vanguard  party  to  achieve  state 
power  and  went  on  to  help  found  the 
Communist  Parly  here.  Our  own  move- 
ment. founded  by  such  Wobbly  class-w..r 
veterans  as  James  P.  Cannon  and  Arne 
Swabeck.  can  rightfully  lay  claim  to  its 
honorable  legacy. 

[TO  BE  CONTINUED] 


given  creation  that  we  use  to  survive  huv 
gone  through  hundreds  of  different  work 
ing  hands.  For  example,  the  steel  from  the 
desks  we’re  silting  at  was  dug  from  the 
earth  by  workers,  smelted  in  plants  by 
workers,  pul  onto  ships  by  workers,  sailed 
around  the  world  and  unloaded  by  work- 
ers. made  into  desk  legs  by  workers  and 
delivered  to  SOTA  by  workers.  The  only 
thing  the  capitalist  owning  class  had  to  do 
with  the  whole  process  of  these  desk  legs 
was  taking  all  the  profit.  The  workers  can 
bring  the  capitalists  to  their  knees— ihe 
same  capitalists  who  wrote  the  Maritime 
and  Patriot  acts,  the  same  capitalists  that 
are  trying  to  kill  Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  the 
same  capitalists  who  feast  on  the  labor  of 
the  working  class  as  parasites.” 

Most  importantly,  it  is  only  through 
organized  labor  action  such  as  this  dem- 
onstration that  we  can  challenge  bour- 
geois rule.  These  anti-immigrant,  anti- 
black.  anti-labor  laws  can  only  pass  if  the 
ruling  class  feels  its  power  is  unopposed. 
We  can  strike  a blow  against  the  gov- 
ernment. the  bosses,  the  state  and  all 
its  repressive  apparatus  by  demonstrating 
that  the  working  class  is  not  going  to 
lake  it  anymore.  The  capitalists  don’t 
have  a prayer  against  the  power  of 
labor,  acting  in  the  interest  of  all  the 
oppressed.  Those  who  labor  should  rule! 
Down  with  the  anti-immigrant  witchhunt! 
No  to  the  USA-Patrioi  Act  and  the  Mari- 
time Security  Act!a 


Support  the  February  9 
Oakland  Demonstration! 


Donations  for  the  February  9 
demonstration  in  defense  of  immi- 
grant rights  can  be  sent  to:  Partisan 
Defen.se  Committee,  P.O.  Box  77462, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94107-0462,  or 
to  PDC,  P.O.  Box  99,  Canal  Street 
Station.  New  York,  NY  10013-0099. 
Please  earmark  checks  “Immigrant 
Defense  Demonstration.” 
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Enron... 

, continued  from  page  I) 

politicos  were  supposedly  ills  endemic 
only  to  Asian  societies. 

Enron  used  about  every  trick  in  the 
book,  from  dummy  corporations  to 
reporting  profits  not  yet  realized  and  hid- 
ing its  debt  obligations.  And  so  did  many 
iinother  company  in  the  '90s.  In  large 
part,  this  speculative  orgy  was  facilitated 
by  killing  a number  of  the  remaining  New 
Deal  measures  instituted  during  the  Great 
Depression  to  mitigate  corporate/banking 
capers.  Although  these  measures  did 
nothing  to  change  the  system  of  capital- 
ist exploitation,  they  did  provide  some 
obstacles  to  unfettered  looting.  It  was 
also  hoped  that  they  would  smooth  out 
the  downward  slides  in  the  trade  cycle, 
i.e..  anti-depression  recipes  named  after 
the  economist  John  Maynard  Keynes. 

Today,  such  calls  as  are  being  raised 
for  new  reforms  and  regulations  don’t 
go  much  further  than  easing  some  of 
the  conditions  under  which  workers  are 
bound  to  their  companies’  401  (k)  pension 
plans.  It  is  minimal  justice  that  those  who 
have  toiled  for  years  should,  upon  retire- 
ment. live  no  worse  off  than  when  they 
worked.  Under  capitalism,  however,  such 
reform  is  no  less  a pipe  dream  than  that  of 
full  employment.  The  anarchy  of  capital- 
ism. demonstrated  by  the  Enron  collapse, 
derives  from  the  fact  that  this  system  is 
based  on  the  social  organization  of  labor 
for  production  while  the  means  of  pro- 
duction are  owned  by  individual  capkal- 
ists  who  can  dispose  of  the  profits  of  such 
production  as  they  will. 

In  the  final  analysis,  no  reform  can  pre- 
vent the  capitalists  from  cutting  their 
losses  through  increasing  working-class 
misery.  In  the  1938  Transitional  Program, 
written  at  the  time  of  the  New  Deal 
reforms.  Leon  Trotsky  explained: 

' Liberal  capitalism,  based  upon  compe- 
tition and  free  trade,  has  completely 
receded  into  the  past.  Its  successor, 
monopolistic  capitalism,  not  only  does 
not  mitigate  the  anarchy  of  the  market 
but  on  the  contrary  imparts  to  it  a partic- 
ularly convulsive  character." 

Trotsky  characterized  efforts  to  regulate 
the  capitalist  system  as  vain  attempts  "to 
drain  the  ocean  of  anarchy  with  spoon- 
fuls of  bureaucratic  'planning' 

The  administration  of  Bush  Jr.,  an  inte- 
gral part  of  the  Enron  "family.''  is  now 
.seen  to  be  liars  and  cover-up  artists  by  59 
percent  of  Americans  surveyed.  Bush  & 
Co.  now  plead  for  the  right  to  keep 
secret  their  consultations  with  industry. 
This  is  more  than  a little  amusing.  It 
was  the  Republicans  who  trumpeted  the 
"right"  of  the  American  people  to  know 
each  and  every  detail  of  Bill  Clinton’s 
sexual  indiscretions — activities  harmful 
to  no  one — and  who  tried  to  impeach  him 
for  concealing  them.  However,  secret 
“consultations"  designed  to  further  fatten 
the  bosses  and  screw  America’s  working 
people  are  painted  by  Bush  and  Vice 
President  Cheney  as  a defense  of  the  gov- 
ernment’s need  for  “unvarnished  advice." 

Such  secrets  are  only  in  the  service  of 
hiding  the  wheelings  and  dealings  of  the 
capitalist  lords  of  commerce  and  industry. 
Trotsky  put  it  succinctly  in  the  Transi- 
tional Program;  "In  reality,  the  trusts  keep 
no  secrets  from  one  another.  The  business 
secrets  of  the  present  epoch  are  part  of  a 
persistent  plot  of  monopoly  capitalism 
against  the  interests  of  society.  Projects 
for  limiting  the  autocracy  of  ‘economic 
royalists’  will  continue  to  be  pathetic 
farces  as  long  as  private  owners  of  the 
social  means  of  production  can  hide  from 
producers  and  consumers  the  machina- 
tions of  exploitation,  robbery,  and  fraud." 

Boom-Bust  Cycle  of 
Capitalist  Misery 

Debacles  like  Enron  are  and  always 
have  been  a recurrent  feature  of  capital- 
ism. Just  over  a decade  ago,  it  was  the 
savings  and  loan  bailout.  Almost  invari- 
ably. there  has  been  government  collabo- 
ration with  the  scoundrels — from  robber 
baron  Jay  Gould’s  efforts  to  corner  the 
U.S.  gold  supply  in  1869  to  the  Teapot 
Dome  scandal  of  the  mid-l920s.  Teapot 
Dome  was  a naval  oil  reserve  in  Wyoming 


Joseph  Keppier’s 
1889  cartoon 
"Bosses  of 
the  Senate." 
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which  was  leased  with  other  government 
oil  reserves  in  California  on  the  sly  by 
then  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Albert  Fall 
to  oil  barons  Harry  Sinclair  and  Edward 
Doheny.  For  these  services.  Fall  received 
$400,000  in  "gifts"  and  "loans,”  hardly 
chicken  feed  in  today’s  dollars.  Fall  even- 
tually got  a year  in  jail  and  a $100,000 
fine.  Sinclair  spent  a brief  time  in  jail  for 
contempt  of  court  and  President  Warren 
Harding,  who  had  pardoned  Socialist 
Eugene  V.  Debs  (who  had  been  impris- 
oned for  opposing  World  War  I),  got  a 
"bad  name." 

Similarly,  a few  heads  may  yet  roll  in 
the  Enron  debacle.  While  Kenneth  Lay 
refuses  even  to  appear  before  a Congres- 
sional investigation,  his  wife  Linda  Lay 
tearfully  pleads  that  they  have  already 
suffered  enough  and  have  been  left  desti- 
tute. In  reality,  this  corporate  version  of 
Tammy  Faye  Bakker  still  has  in  her  port- 
folio at  least  18  properties  in  Texas  and 
Colorado,  only  two  of  which  are  up  for 
sale,  and  $10  million  in  non-Enron  stock. 

Scandals  like  Enron  and  Teapot  Dome 
generally  occur  around  the  peak  of  boom 
periods  of  intense  profit-gouging  and, 
come  the  bust,  are  followed  by  periods  of 
"reform."  Then  comes  another  upturn, 
and  the  reforms  of  yesterday  are  ignored 
or  cast  aside.  The  greater  the  surge,  the 
more  caution  is  thrown  to  the  wind.  Cap- 
ital chases  the  highest  rates  of  profit  real- 
ization. and  collusion  in  the  pursuit  of 
these  becomes  rampant.  Hallucinatory 
visions  of  unending  wealth  and  well- 
being proliferate  until  the  glut  of  invest- 
ment can  no  longer  realize  increased 
profit.  Enron  imbibed  the  heady  brew  dis- 
tilled in  the  “ain’t  we  got  fun”  era  of  the 
1990s.  when  the  hottest  items  were  stocks 
that  multiplied  in  value  well  beyond  any 
real  increase  in  productivity.  Fictitious 
earnings  and.  thus,  slock  values  are  the 
current  norm  for  American  enterprises. 

The  impact  of  the  Enron  bankruptcy 
on  the  lives  of  ordinary  Americans  is  not 
yet  fully  measured.  State  or  municipal 
workers  in  Florida.  New  York  and  around 
the  country  have  seen  their  retirement 
funds  plunge  by  hundreds  of  millions  of 
dollars  because  of  heavy  Enron  invest- 
ments. Projects  to  build  power  plants, 
pipelines  and  transmission  lines  are  on 
hold  while  plans  to  develop  natural  gas 
deposits  are  being  cut  back  dramatically, 
posing  the  possibility  that  all  Americans 
will  be  faced  with  the  astronomical 
energy  costs  that  beset  Californians  early 
last  year.  And  banks  like  J.P.  Morgan 
Chase  & Co.  and  Citigroup  are  facing  bil- 
lions of  dollars  in  losses  because  of  part- 
nerships with  Enron. 

With  millions  jobless  and  government 
surpluses  depleted  by  obscene  tax  breaks 
for  the  wealthy,  even  the  Bush  admin- 
istration has  had  to  give  some  lip  service 
to  reforms.  Bush,  who  is  now  consid- 
ered eloquent  despite  a vocabulary  seem- 
ingly constricted  to  the  words  “good”  and 
"evil."  used  his  State  of  the  Union  address 
to  talk  of  the  need  for  "jobs"  and  safe- 
guards for  40 1 (k)  and  pension  plans,  the 
latter  without  mentioning  Enron.  The 
next  day.  Bush  announced  huge  cuts  in 
what  job  training  programs  exist,  includ- 
ing one  in  Houston  that  is  currently 


retraining  over  a thousand  former  Enron 
workers.  All  of  this  is  a codicil  to  the 
"war  on  terror”  which.  Bush  intoned, 
"may  not  be  finished  on  our  watch,  yet  it 
must  and  it  will  be  waged  on  our  watch.” 

The  Enron  collapse  has  inspired  the 
oul-of-power  Democrats  to  act  as  some- 
thing of  an  opposition  and  propose  re- 
forms. albeit  timidly  as  they  fear  being 
labeled  "unpatriotic"  by  the  Republicans. 
The  AFL-CIO  tops  are  currently  pushing 
for  a return  to  “guaranteed”  monthly  ben- 
efits upon  retirement.  At  the  same  lime, 
they  beg  the  bosses’  government  to  "save 
American  jobs"  by  protecting  from  for- 
eign competition  the  very  industries  that 
have  dumped  union  members  on  the  street. 

What  is  necessary  to  end  for  all  time 
this  cycle  of  misery  is  not  scotch-tape 
reforms  but  the  mobilization  of  the  work- 
ing class  in  defense  of  the  oppressed, 
fighting  tooth  and  nail  against  every 
manifestation  of  capitalist  exploitation 
and  injustice  and  intransigenily  opposing 
American  imperialism  in  all  its  efforts 
to  maintain  and  expand  its  world  domi- 
nance. Only  by  storming  the  walls  of  the 
capitalist  order — smashing  the  state  that 


Detroit... 

(continued  from  page  2) 

local  "homeland  security  coordinator" 
and  allocate  $250,000  to  fight  "terror- 
ism." The  approximately  30,000  Arabs 
and  Arab  Americans  in  this  city  of  97.000 
can  only  view  this  as  a threat,  and  you 
hear  "homeland  security”  being  talked 
about  even  in  local  restaurants. 

At  Wayne  Stale  University  in  Detroit, 
one  Arab  student  told  us  he  had  been  in 
an  Iraqi  restaurant  when  it  was  attacked, 
with  a rock  thrown  through  a window. 
We  heard  from  several  people  that  Arabs 
that  they  know  are  "disappearing.”  either 
snatched  up  by  the  government  or  disap- 
pearing for  their  own  safety.  However, 
there  hasn’t  been  much  in  the  way  of 
protest  activity  on  campus.  We  heard 
there  had  been  a protest  in  defense  of 
immigrant  rights  in  the  wake  of  Septem- 
ber II,  and  a white  woman  told  us  she 
and  others  wore  a hijab  (frlamic  head- 
scarO  for  a day  in  solidarity  with  Arabs. 

Several  black  students  noted,  some- 
times sympathetically  and  sometimes  not 
so  sympathetically,  that  Arabs  are  now 
getting  a taste  of  what  blacks  get  every 
day.  One  told  us:  "America  is  America.  It 
was  racist  before  September  11.  it’s 
racist  after.  They  want  us  to  believe  that 
we’re  united,  but  America  is  America." 
Another  black  student  said  that  the  gov- 
ernment went  overboard  in  its  racial  pro- 
filing, but  that’s  to  be  expected.  A third 
said  that  the  attacks  on  civil  liberties  are 
wrong  and  racist,  but  added  that  Arab.s 
seem  surprised  that  it  has  come  back  on 
them.  We  got  into  an  argument  with  a 
black  nationalist  who  has  been  involved 
in  a boycott  of  Arab-owned  gas  stations 
because  one  Arab  owner  shot  a black 
person  in  1999.  This  boycott  was  organ- 
ized by  Rev,  Horace  Sheffield  HI.  of 
Sharpton's  National  Action  Network. 


maintains  the  rule  of  the  profit-glutted 
bosses  and  replacing  it  with  a work- 
ers state — can  the  proletariat  proceed 
to  establish  a planned,  collectivized 
economy  that  will  provide  the  resources 
to  fuel  world  socialist  revolution  and 
organize  an  egalitarian,  classless  society 
internationally. 

It  is  not  possible  to  begin  on  this  road 
unless  workers  are  broken  from  the  bour- 
geoisie's “national  unity”  war  drive  and 
from  the  trade-union  tops  who  fully 
endorse  every  foreign  venture  of  U.S. 
imperialism.  This  requires  the  forging  of 
a revolutionary  proletarian  party  to  win 
workers  to  the  understanding  that  labor 
shares  no  interest  with  its  capitalist 
exploiters,  that  imperialism’s  wars  are  in 
the  service  of  maintaining  and  expanding 
exploitation  and  oppression  at  home  and 
abroad.  It  is  the  sole  purpose  of  the  Inter- 
national Communist  League,  standing  in 
the  tradition  of  the  Bolshevik  Parly  that 
led  the  world’s  first  successful  proletarian 
revolution,  to  forge  the  world  parly  of 
socialist  revolution  necessary  to  lead  the 
working  class  to  its  destiny  as  the  grave- 
diggers of  capitalism.  ■ 


When  we  did  a sale  outside  the  Ford 
River  Rouge  plant,  we  found  a lot  of 
interest  among  both  black  and  Arab 
workers  in  our  article  on  Palestine 
("Defend  the  Palestinian  People!"  WV 
No.  77 1 , 28  December  2001 ).  We  sold  47 
copies  of  Workers  Vanguard  and  eight  of 
the  Partisan  Defense  Committee  pamph- 
let. Muniia  Abu-Jamal  Is  an  Innocent 
Man!  There  was  some  anger  at  the  pro- 
jected layoffs,  especially  since  the  Dear- 
born Assembly  Plant  is  working  ten-hour 
days.  There  was  widespread  recognition 
that  the  attacks  on  civil  liberties  will  be 
used  against  black  people,  but  the  work- 
ers we  talked  to  were  more  equivocal 
regarding  the  war  against  Afghanistan, 
and  a couple  even  said  they  were  in  favor 
of  the  government  targeting  immigrants. 
Everybody  said  that  they  hadn’t  noted 
any  harassment  of  Arabs  in  the  plant,  but 
they  also  said  that  the  union  leadership 
wasn’t  doing  anything  to  help  Arab  work- 
ers. "The  union  just  sits  by  and  watches." 
one  black  worker  said. 

One  thing  about  Detroit  as  distinct 
from  other  areas  of  the  country  is  that, 
probably  because  of  the  nature  of  indus- 
trial production  in  the  area,  workers  are 
more  conscious  of  their  power.  The  bour- 
geoisie recognizes  that  labor  is  a player, 
too.  Newspapers  in  Detroit  prominently 
address  labor  issues  in  a way  that  they 
don’t  in  other  cities.  An  article  in  the 
black  press  that  we  saw  talked  favorably 
about  the  Industrial  Workers  of  the  World 
and  Big  Bill  Haywood,  something  we’d 
never  see  in  Chicago. 

At  Rouge,  one  black  worker  talked  bit- 
terly about  how  his  father  and  grandfather 
had  worked  for  the  company  before  him 
and  "this  country  still  won’t  give  us  our 
freedom.”  But.  he  noted,  he  has  the  power 
to  shut  down  the  whole  plant  with  the 
push  of  a button,  and  all  the  bosses  in  the 
place  wouldn’t  be  able  to  get  it  started 
again.! 
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WORKOIS  MRCOAM 


Full  Citizenship  Rights  for  All  Immigrants! 

For  a Workers  Party  That  Fights  for  All  the 
Exploited  and  Oppressed! 

Immigrants  and  the  Class  Struggle 


wv  Pho;o 


80,000  march  In  Los  Angeles  against  anti-immigrant  Prop.  187,  October  1994.  Immigrant  workers  have  brought 
militant  traditions  to  labor  struggles  In  U.S. 


The  following  presentation  was  given 
hy  comrade  Reuben  Samuels  last  month 
to  a meeting  of  members  and  sympathiz- 
ers of  the  Bay  A re  a Spartacist  League  and 
Spartacus  Youth  Club  as  part  of  mobiUz- 
ing  for  the  February  9 Oakland  protest 
against  the  anti-immigrant  witchhunt  and 
the  new  "anti-terror"  laws. 


PART  ONE 


Draconian  police-state  legislation  has 
been  rammed  through  Congress  or  simply 
decreed  by  the  president  promoting  the 
illusion  that  it  is  intended  for  a specific, 
small  section  of  the  population:  immi- 
grants and  foreign  students  from  Muslim 
countries.  But  it  targets  all  of  us.  The 
Maritime  Security  Act,  aimed  in  the  first 
instance  at  black  and  Latino  longshore- 
men and  largely  immigrant  port  truckers, 
targets  all  dock  workers.  As  the  bourgeoi- 
sie drives  to  squeeze  out  greater  profits  in 
the  midst  of  the  worldwide  recession,  the 
buildup  of  police-state  powers  serves  to 
intimidate  and  suppress,  i.e..  terrorize,  the 
whole  working  class. 

In  1790.  the  founding  fathers  of  this 
slave-based  republic  passed  the  first  nat- 
uralization law  for  “whites  only.”  thereby 
excluding  the  black  people  and  Native 
American  Indians  already  here,  not  to 
mention  the  immigrants  to  come.  In  this 
racist  country  built  upon  the  bedrock  of 
black  oppression,  anti-immigrant  chau- 
vinism is  a deadly  danger  to  black  people 
as  well.  But  for  decades,  black  Demo- 
cratic politicos  and  pseudo-nationalist 
community  hustlers  have  assisted  the 


capitalist  ruling  class  in  pitting  one  sector 
against  the  other,  fomenting  chauvinism 
against  Latino,  Korean  and  Arab  immi- 
grants in  the  fight  for  scarce  jobs  and  gov- 
ernment programs. 

How  this  plays  out  was  seen  in  1994. 
when  almost  half  of  black  and  Asian 
American  voters  voted  for  California's 
Proposition  187  denying  health  care, 
social  services  and  education  to  undoc- 
umented immigrants.  Two  years  later. 
Prop.  209  passed,  targeting  women  as 


well  as  blacks  and  minorities  by  gutting 
affirmative  action  on  college  campuses 
and  in  government  programs.  In  1998. 
Prop.  227,  the  “English  only”  attack 
on  bilingual  education  and  immigrants, 
passed.  Meanwhile,  liberals  push  the 
“people  of  color"  myth,  as  if  a light- 
skinned Cuban  gusano  counterrevolu- 
tionary has  anything  in  common  with  a 
Salvadoran  refugee  from  the  death  squads 
in  his  country;  or  as  if  the  eloquent  fighter 
against  racist  injustice  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 


has  anything  to  do  with  black  reactionary 
Supreme  Court  justice  Clarence  Thom.is, 
who  wants  him  dead. 

Clinton  White  House 
Set  the  Stage 

From  the  Espionage  and  Sedition  Acts 
of  World  War  I to  the  1940  Smith  Act  (or 
Alien  Registration  Act)  and  the  Cold 
War’s  Walter-McCarran  Immigration  and 
Nationality  Act.  the  capitalist  class  has 
continued  on  page  12 


Ail  Out  February  9! 


Anti-Terrorist  Laws  Target  Immigrants,  Blacks,  Labor 

Down  With  the 
Anti-Immigrant  Witchhunt! 

No  to  the  USA-Patriot  Act  and  the 
Maritime  Security  Act! 

Initiated  by  the  Bay  Area  Labor  Black  League  for  Social  Defense  and  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee 


Frank  Ogawa  Plaza,  Oakland,  California,  2 p.m. 

Rain  location:  HERE  Local  2850,  548  20th  Street  (between  Telegraph  and  San  Pablo) 
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Oakland  Labor-Centered  Mobilization  Defies  “National  Unity” 


Defend  Immigrants! 
Defend  the  Unions! 
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OAKLAND — For  the  first  time  any- 
where. on  February  9 organized  labor 
was  mobilized  here  to  flex  its  muscle  in 
defense  of  its  immigrant  brothers  and  sis- 
ters targeted  under  the  U.S.  rulers’  “war 
on  terrorism.”  Some  300  unionists,  immi- 
grants. blacks  and  youth  rallied  in  down- 
town Oakland  in  opposition  to  the  USA- 
Patriot  Act.  the  Maritime  Security  Act 
and  the  anti-immigrant  witchhunt.  At  the 
core  of  this  demonstration  were  over  30 
dock  workers  from  International  Long- 
shore and  Warehouse  Union  (ILWU) 
Local  10.  including  members  of  the  drill 
team.  They  joined  transit  workers  from 
Bay  Area  Rapid  Transit,  water  utility 
workers  from  the  East  Bay  Municipal 
Utility  District,  printers,  federal  park 
workers  from  San  Francisco’s  Presidio, 
day  laborers,  Asian  and  Near  Eastern 
immigrants,  college  and  high  school  stu- 
dents. and  the  revolutionary  Marxists  of 
the  Spartacist  League  to  declare  that  the 
U.S.  working  class  will  fight  to  defend  all 
the  oppressed  against  their  common  cap- 
italist class  enemy. 

In  initiating  and  building  this  united- 
front  protest,  the  Bay  Area  Labor  Black 
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League  for  Social  Defense  and  the  Par- 
tisan Defense  Committee  sought  above  all 
to  win  workers  to  the  need  to  tear  through 
the  straitjacket  of  “national  unity”  pro- 
moted by  the  U.S.  capitalist  rulers  and 
break  down  the  poisonous  racial  and  eth- 
nic divisions  among  the  oppressed  that 
they  promote.  Marching  through  down- 


town Oakland,  past  the  headquarters  of 
the  .shipping  employers’  Pacific  Mari- 
time Association  and  the  Federal  Build- 
ing housing  the  government  enforcers 
of  the  capitalist  attacks,  the  multiracial, 
working-class  protesters  chanted:  “Na- 
tional unity  is  a lie — Bosses  profit,  work- 
ers die!”  and  “Immigrant  rights,  black 


wv  Photos 

February  9:  Bay  Area  longshoremen 
were  at  core  of  labor-centered  mobi- 
lization in  defense  of  immigrant  rights. 


rights:  Same  struggle,  same  fight — Work- 
ers of  the  world  unite!”  Banners  of  the  SF 
Day  Labor  Program;  AFSCME  Local 
444;  National  Parks  and  Public  Employ- 
ees. Laborers  International  Local  1141 
and  the  Spartacist  League  Joined  those  of 
the  PDC  and  LBL  on  the  march. 

For  many  black  longshoremen,  acting 
in  defense  of  immigrants — including  the 
unorganized  port  truckers — represented  a 
conscious  break  with  widespread  senti- 
ment that  immigrants  and  blacks  are  com- 
petitors. not  allies — a lie  cultivated  by  the 
capitalist  rulers  and  their  labor  lieuten- 
ants in  the  trade-union  bureaucracy.  At 
the  rally,  they  joined  forces  with  the  Fili- 
pino Workers  Association  and  with  the 
largely  Latino  immigrant  workers  of  the 
SF  Day  Labor  Program,  whose  spokes- 
man Eduardo  Palomo  declared:  “We  are 
here  to  resist  the  Patriot  Act,  the  law  that 
is  going  to  harm  all  the  workers  of  this 
continued  on  page  8 
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Mexico 


The  IG,  the  Unions  and  the  State 


Defense  of  the  trade  unions  against  the 
capitalist  state  is  elementary  for  Marxists. 
As  the  following  article  by  our  comrades 
of  the  Grupo  Esparlaquista  de  Mexico, 
translated  from  Espartaco  No.  16  (Fall- 
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Winter  2001),  demonstrates,  the  centrist 
Internationalist  Group  (IG)  rejects  that 
elementary  duly  by  denying  that  the  cor- 
poratist  CTM  union  federation  is  even  a 
working-class  organization  because  it  is 
linked  to  the  bourgeois  Institutional  Rev- 
olutionary Party  (PRI).  Underlining  the 
opportunism  motivating  the  IG's  spurious 
claim,  which  is  aimed  at  pandering  to  the 
“independent”  union  bureaucrats  who  are 
close  to  the  equally  bourgeois  Party  of 
the  Democratic  Revolution  (PRD),  is  its 
very  different  altitude  toward  corporatisl 
unions  in  other  countries. 


In  a January  2002  article  on  Argentina, 
the  IG  accepts  as  bona  fide  workers 
organizations  the  Peronist  unions,  whose 
corporatisl  pedigrees  are  no  less  clear 
than  that  of  the  Mexican  CTM,  even 
while  acknowledging  that  “all  the  main 
leaders  arc  part  of  the  [bourgeois]  'Justi- 
cialist*  movement  founded  by  General 
Per6n.”  Likewise  in  Algeria,  where  it  has 
other  fish  to  fry.  the  IG  treats  the  UGTA, 
despite  its  links  to  the  military  regime,  as 
a real  trade-union  federation  (sec  “Alge- 
ria Rocked  by  Mass  Protests,"  WV  No. 
761,  6 July  2001).  The  IG  provides  crys- 
talline evidence  of  Trotsky’s  observation 
that  centrist  opportunism,  defined  by  dif- 
fering pressures  on  various  national  ter- 
rains. is  inherently  nationalist. 

* * « 

Last  April,  the  Suprema  Corie  de  Jus- 
ticia  (SCJN — Supreme  Court)  ruled  that 
articles  395  and  413  of  the  Federal  Labor 


The  Bolshevik  Revolution  and 
Black  Liberation 

The  Bolshevik  Revolution  of  1917  was  a 
beacon  to  workers  and  oppressed  peoples 
around  the  world,  not  least  black  people  in 
the  U.S.  It  had  a direct  impact  on  the  strug- 
gle for  black  freedom,  as  Lenin  and  Trot- 
sky’s Communist  International  fought  to 
make  American  Communists  understand  the 
centrality  of  the  fight  against  black  oppres- 
sion to  socialist  revolution  in  the  U.S. 

Jamaican-bom  poet  Claude  McKay,  writing 
after  a visit  to  Soviet  Russia,  where  he 
addressed  the  Communist  International’s  Fourth  Congress  in  1922,  underlined  the  sig- 
nificance of  the  October  Revolution  for  American  blacks  in  an  essay  published  in  the 
NAACP's  Crisis  magazine. 

When  the  Russian  workers  overturned  their  infamous  government  in  1917,  one  of  the 
first  acts  of  the  new  Premier.  Lenin,  was  a proclamation  greeting  all  the  oppressed  peo- 
ples throughout  the  world,  exhorting  them  to  organize  and  unite  against  the  common 
international  oppressor — Private  Capitalism.  Later  on  in  Moscow.  Lenin  himself  grap- 
pled with  the  question  of  the  American  Negroes  and  spoke  on  the  subject  before  the  Sec- 
ond Congress  of  the  Third  International.  He  consulted  with  John  Reed,  the  American 
Journalist,  and  dwelt  on  the  urgent  necessity  of  propaganda  and  organizational  work 
among  the  Negroes  of  the  South.  The  subject  was  not  allowed  to  drop.  When  Sen 
Kaiayama  of  Japan,  the  veteran  revolutionist,  went  from  the  United  Slates  to  Russia  in 
1921  he  placed  the  American  Negro  problem  first  upon  his  full  agenda.  And  ever  since 
he  has  been  working  unceasingly  and  unselfishly  to  promote  the  cause  of  the  exploited 
American  Negro  among  the  Soviet  councils  of  Russia. 

With  the  mammoth  country  securely  under  their  control,  and  despite  the  great  energy 
and  thought  that  are  being  poured  into  the  revival  of  the  national  industry,  the  vanguard 
of  the  Russian  workers  and  the  national  minorities,  now  set  free  from  imperial  oppres- 
sion, are  thinking  seriously  about  the  fate  of  the  oppressed  classes,  the  suppressed 
national  and  racial  minorities  in  the  rest  of  Europe.  Asia.  Africa  and  America.  They  feel 
themselves  kin  in  spirit  to  these  people.  They  want  to  help  make  them  free.  And  not  the 
least  of  the  oppressed  that  fill  the  thoughts  of  the  new  Russia  are  the  Negroes  of  Amer- 
ica and  Africa.... 

Just  as  Negroes  are  barred  from  the  American  Navy  and  the  higher  ranks  of  the  Army, 
so  were  the  Jews  and  the  sons  of  the  peasantry  and  proletariat  discriminated  against  in 
the  Russian  Empire.  It  is  needless  repetition  of  the  obvious  to  say  that  Soviet  Russia 
does  not  tolerate  such  discriminations,  for  the  actual  government  of  the  country  is  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  combined  national  minorities,  the  peasantry  and  the  proletarian. 

— Claude  McKay.  "Soviet  Russia  and  the  Negro,”  Crisis  (December  1923) 
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Law  (LFT)  are  unconstitutional.  The 
articles  establish  that  a collective  con- 
tract may  include  the  so-called  exclusion 
clause  [clausula  de  exclusion],  which 
obligates  the  boss  to  hire  only  union 
members  and  to  discharge  any  person 
who  resigns  or  is  expelled  by  the  union. 
We  are  opposed  to  this  attack  on  the  so- 
called  “closed  shop.”  As  we  said:  “A 
union's  right  to  demand  that  all  workers 
at  a particular  shop  be  union  members 
is  an  important  tool  in  labor's  arsenal 
against  the  bosses  who  seek  to  divide  the 
working  class  and  weaken  their  organiza- 
tions by  hiring  non-union  labor"  (“Mex- 
ico: Protest  Cop  Killing  of  Worker  on 
May  Day.”  WVNo.  758,  11  May  2001). 

Around  the  world,  the  bourgeoisies  are 
in  the  midst  of  an  offensive  against  the 
gains  of  labor  won  in  (he  course  of 
decades  of  struggle.  Under  the  union- 
busting  slogan  of  the  “right  to  work,"  the 
closed  shop  has  been  one  of  their  princi- 
pal targets.  Thus,  in  the  United  States 
the  imperialist  bourgeoisie  has  moved  a 
large  part  of  its  industry  to  the  histori- 
cally “open  shop”  South,  with  the  com- 
plicity of  the  AFL-CIO  bureaucracy.  In 
Australia,  there  is  an  offensive  directed 
in  particular  against  the  “closed  shop”  of 
construction  workers. 

It  should  be  basic  for  any  organization 
that  calls  itself  revolutionary  to  clearly 
and  sharply  oppose  the  union-busting 
attacks  by  [Mexican  president  Vicente] 
Fox  and  his  courts.  Nevertheless,  the 
Internationalist  Group  (IG),  a group  of 
ex-Trotskyist  renegades  that  deserted 
from  our  party  five  years  ago.  has  Joined 
the  anti-union  offensive.  They  recently 
published  (still  only  in  English)  a polemic 
against  us.  titled  “ICL  Supports  Anti- 
Union  Exclusion  Clause  in  Mexico” 
{Internationalist.  Summer  2001).  It  is 
clear  from  the  title  of  their  article  that  the 
IG  believes  and  fosters  the  lie  that  the 
state  is  opposed  to  the  exclusion  clause 
because  it  is  “anti-working-class.”  The 
IG  says:  “We  oppose  both  the  corporatisl 
labor  laws  and  the  recent  Supreme  Court 
action.”  But  after  reading  their  article, 
one  is  left  asking  oneself  how  it  is  that  the 
IG  "is  opposed"  to  the  Supreme  Court’s 
decision  (especially  if.  as  they  claim,  the 
exclusion  clause  is  "anti-communist”  and 
"anti-union”).  Throughout  their  entire 
leaflet  they  do  nothing  except  make  argu- 
ments against  the  exclusion  clause.  If  the 
IG  were  honest,  they  would  openly  sup- 
port the  SCJN  ruling. 

The  central  purpose  of  the  LFT,  which 
went  into  effect  in  the  1930s,  was  to  leg- 
itimize intervention  of  the  bourgeois  stale 
into  workers’  struggles,  giving  a "legal” 
framework  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
regime  of  capitalist  exploitation.  Toward 
this  end.  the  nationalist  bourgeoisie  was 
also  obliged  to  make  concessions.  So  that 
while  the  LFT  established  the  right  to 
strike,  the  right  to  unionize,  etc.,  it  also 
subjected  workers’  struggles  to  mandatory 
arbitration,  giving  the  state  the  "author- 


ity” to  decide  when  a strike  “exists"  und! 
when  it  does  not;  it  tied  the  unions  to  ihe| 
bourgeois  stale,  demanding  their  nien)-{ 
bership  lists  as  a condition  to  “be  recog- 
nized,” etc.  We  Spartacisls  oppose,  asal 
question  of  principle,  the  interference  of 
the  bourgeois  state  in  the  unions  and  in 
the  struggles  of  the  working  class. 

Today,  even  the  meager  concessions  to  | 
the  proletariat  codified  in  the  LFT  repre- 
sent an  obstacle  to  the  appetites  for  even  I 
greater  exploitation  on  the  part  of  (he! 
Mexican  bourgeoisie  and  imperialism.  It 
is  for  this  reason  that  the  PAN  (National  | 
Action  Party)  government,  with  the  PRD 
and  PRI  behind  it,  is  leading  an  anti- 
union offensive,  under  the  fig  leaf  of' 
“democracy”  and  the  "ending  of  the  Ma- 
fias.” The  PRI-affiliated  unions  have  been 
a particularly  easy  target  under  this  fig 
leaf.  Far  from  wanting  to  "democratize’* 
the  unions,  the  bourgeois  slate  is  seeking 
to  weaken  the  workers  organizations  and 
to  smash  their  struggles,  as  well  as  to  get 
rid  of  even  the  right  to  strike  and  the 
eight-hour  day. 

Justifying  their  opposition  to  the , 
exclusion  clause,  the  IG  shrieks:  "During 
the  last  six  decades,  the  exclusion  clause 
has  almost  never  been  used  to  prevent 
the  bosses  from  ‘hiring  nonunion  labor’.’’ 
and  "has  been  repeatedly  used  to  fire , 
reds  and  militant  workers.”  In  fact,  since 
the  1930s,  the  principal  unions  of  the  I 
country.  PRI-affiliated  as  well  as  "inde- 
pendent,” have  included  the  exclusion 
clause  in  their  collective  contracts,  and 
those  seeking  to  become  workers  have  to 
Join  the  union  first  to  apply  for  a job 
The  exclusion  clause,  indeed,  has  been 
used  repeatedly  by  the  bureaucracies,  i 
especially  the  pro-bourgeois  gangsters  of ' 
the  [PRI-affiliated]  (2TM  (Confederation 
of  Mexican  Workers),  to  eliminate  all 
those  who  are  perceived  as  being  an 
opposition.  But  the  IG  fosters  the  stupid- 
ity that,  upon  eliminating  union  control 
over  hiring,  the  bosses  will  fire  fewer  I 
communists  and  union  militants  than  the 
bureaucrats. 

We  Spartacists  do  not  recognize  a class  i 
difference  between  the  CTM-affiliated  [ 
unions  and  other  unions.  Ultimately,  a. 
union  with  a right-wing  leadership  is  | 
better  than  no  union  at  all.  The  funda- 
mental premise  which  guides  our  fight  | 
against  the  bureaucracy  is  the  complete , 
political  independence  of  the  proletar- 
iat from  the  class  enemy  and  its  state. 
The  IG.  on  the  other  hand,  maintains  that 
the  unions  affiliated  to  the  PRI  are 
not  working-class  organizations:  “Cor- 
poratist  ‘unionism’. ..represents  the  class 
enemy"  {El  Internacionalista/Edicidn 
Mexico,  May  2001 ).  According  to  the  IG. 
the  only  unions  are  the  affiliates  of  the  > 
[newly  formed  "independent"  labor  con- 1 
federation]  UNT  (National  Union  of  I 
Workers)  or  the  so-called  "independents"  ^ 
such  as  the  SME  (Mexican  Union  of 
Electrical  Workers);  in  other  words,  those 
continued  on  page  U 
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Australasian  Spartacisl  AAP 

February  2:  SL/A  contingent  at  Sydney  antiwar  demonstration  protests  attacks  on  immigrants,  publicizes  Bay  Area 
mobilization.  Asylum-seekers  imprisoned  In  Australian  concentration  camps. 


Since  September  1 1.  capitalist  govern- 
ments around  the  world  have  seized 
upon  the  U.S.-led  “war  on  terrorism”  to 
bolster  the  repressive  apparatus  of  the 
state  against  workers  and  the  oppressed. 
Everywhere,  they  aim  their  fire  in  par- 
ticular at  immigrant  workers,  who  are  set 
up  as  scapegoats  for  the  unemployment 
that  is  an  inevitable  consequence  of  cap- 
italism's economic  crises.  The  February  9 
united-front  mobilization  in  Oakland 
against  the  anti-immigrant  witchhunt  and 
the  USA-Patriot  Act  and  Maritime  Secu- 
rity Act  demonstrated  to  besieged  Im- 
migrants and  class-conscious  militants 
in  the  U.S.  and  internationally  both  the 
necessity  and  possibility  of  implementing 
the  perspective  that  the  International 
Communist  League  fights  for;  mobilizing 
labor’s  power  in  defense  of  immigrants. 
This  exemplary  action  in  the  U.S.  was 
also  a powerful  refutation  of  the  anti- 
Americanism  that  is  pushed  by  a range  of 
fake  leftists  in  West  Europe  and  else- 
where in  order  to  amnesty  their  “own” 
capitalist  ruling  classes. 

A statement  of  solidarity  from  the 
French  SUD  PTT  postal  union  local  at  the 
Creteil  parcel  sorting  facility  testified  to 
the  international  significance  of  the  Oak- 
land mobilization; 

"After  the  recent  slaughters  in  Iraq,  Ser- 
bia and  Afghanistan,  imperialism  is  now 
trying  to  establish  its  hegemony,  just  as 
they  want  to  crush  the  working  class 
whose  social  power  they  fear. 

"The  aim  of  these  vicious  laws  is  to 
divide  the  working  class  by  fomenting 
racist  poison,  and  to  weaken  the  working 
class  by  setting  up  as  a target  its  already 
doubly  oppressed  component, 

“We  will  popularize  as  much  as  we  can. 


with  our  limited  means,  your  exemplary 
initiative,  which  shows  us  the  way  to 
follow,  including  in  France  where  black 
and  Maghrebin  workers  are  violently 
subjected  to  the  reinforced  Vigipirale 
plan,  to  police  and  army  repression,  at 
any  time  and  everywhere.  The  reinforced 
Vigipirate  plan  was  pul  into  place  by 
those  lackeys  of  the  French  bourgeoisie, 
the  social-democratic  government,  just 
after  September  1 1 and  with  the  com- 
plicity of  the  overwhelming  majority  of 
the  French  left  and  trade-union  bureau- 
cracy. Be  assured,  comrades,  of  our 
friendship  and  our  solidarity. 

“DOWN  WITH  THE  RACIST  LAWS  IN 
THE  U.S..  IN  FRANCE  AND  EVERY- 
WHERE ELSE!  LONG  LIVE  THE 
INTERNATIONAL  SOLIDARITY  OF 
WORKERS!" 

The  Creteil  postal  union  was  among 
more  than  50  labor  organizations  and 


union  officials  to  endorse  the  February  9 
action.  These  ranged  from  International 
Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union  Local 
10  in  the  Bay  Area  to  the  SITUAM  cam- 
pus workers  in  Mexico  City  and  the 
Metro  Toronto  Region  of  the  Canadian 
Union  of  Postal  Workers.  Also  lending  its 
support  was  the  strategic  National  Union 
of  Metalworkers  of  South  Africa,  where 
Thabo  Mbeki's  African  National  Con- 
gress government  is  waging  a war  on 
black  immigrants  from  Mozambique  and 
other  neighboring  countries.  The  protest 
was  also  endorsed  by  a score  of  immi- 
grant and  minority  rights  groups. 

From  New  York  to  Paris,  the  mobiliza- 
tion struck  a chord  among  Palestin- 
ians and  others  of  Near  Eastern  descent, 
who  have  been  particularly  targeted  for 


state  harassment,  detention  and  worse 
in  the  U.S.  and  Europe.  In  Germany, 
a racist  dragnet  first  aimed  at  Arab  stu- 
dents has  been  extended  to  Turkish  and 
Kurdish  immigrants  as  well  as  black  peo- 
ple. In  France,  even  second-  and  third- 
generation  residents  of  North  African 
(Maghrebin)  origin  are  deemed  “immi- 
grants" and  subjected  to  vicious  police 
rampages.  As  the  government  intensi- 
fies its  longstanding  "Vigipirate”  cam- 
paign, plainclothes  and  uniformed  cops 
routinely  stop  people  on  the  streets  in 
working-class  and  minority  neighbor- 
hoods and  check  their  papers,  and  sans- 
papiers  (undocumented  immigrants)  are 
increasingly  being  deported. 

In  Ireland,  where  the  bourgeoisie  fell 
continued  on  page  12 
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February  6 marked  one  year  since 
the  death  of  our  comrade  Susan  Adams 
after  a two-year  struggle  with  cancer. 
In  her  30  years  as  a communist  cadre. 
Susan  served  on  many  of  the  battle 
fronts  of  our  international  party,  from 
the  Bay  Area  and  Detroit  branches  of 
the  Spartacist  League/U.S.  and  our 
central  office  in  New  York  to  Paris  and 
Moscow.  When  she  returned  to  the 
U.S.  to  work  in  the  central  party 
administration  after  nearly  20  years  of 
overseas  assignments,  she  focused  par-, 
ticularly  on  training  and  educating  a 
new  layer  of  youth  recruits  in  New 
York  and  nationally.  She  also  devoted 
much  of  her  waning  energy  to  prepar- 
ing her  public  presentation  on  "Women 
and  the  French  Revolution,”  which  was 
published  shortly  after  her  death  in  WV 
No.  752  (16  February  2(X)l)  and  sub- 
sequently in  the  Women  and  Revolution 
pages  of  English.  French.  Spanish  and 
German  editions  of  Spartacist. 

The  Prometheus  Research  Library, 
central  reference  archive  of  the  SL/ 
U.S.,  has  honored  Susan  by  creating  a 
special  collection  as  a tribute  to  her 
lifelong  commitment  to  Marxist  educa- 
tion and  the  fight  for  women's  libera- 


tion through  socialist  revolution.  This 
special  memorial  collection  of  archival 
and  current  materials  of  the  Marxist 
and  workers  movement  related  to  the 
woman  question,  particularly  its  inter- 
national aspects,  will  enable  our  com- 
rades and  visiting  researchers  to  pursue 
further  study  in  this  area  of  great 
importance  to  Marxists. 

There  is  hardly  a section  of  the  Inter- 
nationa! Communist  League  or  an  area 
of  our  work  that  did  not  benefit  directly 
from  Susan’s  exceptional  talents  as  a 
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teacher  and  trainer  of  a new  generation 
of  proletarian  leaders.  In  1976.  she 
became  the  representative  of  our  Inter- 
national Secretariat  in  Europe.  Until 
1992,  Susan  was  the  principal  leader  of 
the  Ligue  Trotskysie  de  France,  Deter- 
mined to  implant  the  Cannonist  under- 
standing of  party  building  and  Bolshe- 
vik norms  of  functioning  which  were 
largely  alien  to  European  cadre,  she 
worked  closely  with  often  inexperi- 
enced leaderships  in  the  European  sec- 
tions, getting  them  to  seize  on  opportu- 
nities for  building  the  party,  to  carry 
through  regroupments  with  leftward- 
moving  elements  of  opponent  organ- 
izations and  to  combat  the  inces.sant 
pressures  of  French  parochialism,  Brit- 
ish Labourism,  resurgent  German 
nationalism  and  so  on. 

When  the  incipient  proletarian 


political  revolution  erupted  in  East 
Germany  in  the  fall  of  1989,  Susan 
threw  herself  into  guiding  and  pushing 
forward  our  Trotskyist  intervention. 
Three  years  later,  she  accepted  the  dif- 
ficult assignment  of  heading  up  our 
small  ICL  station  in  Moscow,  taking 
up  the  work  of  our  comrade  Martha 
Phillips  who  had  been  murdered  at  her 
post  there  in  February  1992.  Our  Mos- 
cow group  fought  to  reimplant  Bolshe- 
vism in  the  face  of  the  devastation 
of  capitalist  counterrevolution  and  of 
the  retrograde  Stalinist-derived  chau- 
vinists of  the  “red-brown”  coalition. 
A prime  achievement  of  our  Moscow 
Station  was  the  publication  of  Trot- 
sky’s The  Third  International  After 
Lenin  in  Russian  and  its  distribution. 

Throughout  her  years  as  a commu- 
nist, Susan  had  an  intense  commit- 
ment to  the  study  of  history  and  cul- 
ture. which  she  put  to  particular  use 
as  a member  of  the  Editorial  Board 
of  Women  and  Revolution.  We  salute  the 
memory  of  our  comrade,  whose  critical- 
mindedness.  Integrity  and  revolution- 
ary determination  serve  as  an  inspira- 
tion to  us  all  as  we  go  forward  to  realize 
the  task  to  which  she  dedicated  her  life, 
the  reforging  of  a Trotskyist  Fourth 
International  and  the  achievement  of 
communism  worldwide. 

Those  who  wish  to  contribute  to  the 
book  fund  set  up  by  the  PRL  in  Susan’s 
memory  may  make  checks  payable  to 
Spartacist.  earmarked  "Susan  Adams 
Memorial  Fund.”  Mail  to;  Box  1377 
GPO.  New  York,  NY  10116. 


22  FEBRUARY  2002 


3 


Young  Spartacus 


From  Korea  Through  the  Vietnam  War 


We  print  below  the  second  part  of  an 
educational  on  the  American  left  given 
over  two  days  by  Spartacist  League  Cen- 
tral Committee  member  Joseph  Seymour 
to  a gathering  of  Spartacus  Youth  Club 
members  and  youth  from  throughout  the 
International  Communist  League  in  New 
York  last  summer. 

At  the  very  moment  that  a mass  exodus 
from  the  Communist  Party  was  underway 
in  late  1956-early  ’57,  the  black  commu- 
nity of  Montgomery.  Alabama — at  one 
time  the  capital  of  the  old  Confederacy— 
was  concluding  a successful  boycott  of 
the  city’s  racially  segregated  bus  line.  The 
leading  spokesman  for  this  action  was  a 
then  little-known  local  Baptist  minister. 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Over  the  next 
decade,  the  civil  rights  movement  would 
massively  disrupt  and  polarize  American 
society  and  would  give  rise  to  a new  gen- 
eration of  young  leftist  radicals,  black 
and  white. 

When  i was  arrested  in  the  1 964  World’s 
Fair  protest  and  taken  to  Rikers  Island,  in 
the  same  group  as  me  was  a young  black 
veteran  of  the  Southern  civil  rights  move- 
ment. He  commented  that  the  food  in 
Rikers  was  terrible.  It  really  was.  By  con- 
trast. he  said  the  food  at  the  Parchman 
State  Prison  Farm  in  Mississippi  was 
pretty  good  because  the  inmates  grew  it 
themselves.  Here  was  a 19-  or  20-year-old 
black  activist  with  the  demeanor  of  a pro- 
fessional revolutionary.  He  was  making 
small  talk  about  the  quality  of  the  food  in 
the  various  prisons  he  had  been  in. 

Some  years  ago,  a British  comrade 
commented  that  the  1960s  was  the  only 
period  in  modern  history  when  the  Amer- 
ican left  influenced  the  European  left.  The 
usual  direction  of  influence  is  the  reverse. 

I had  never  thought  about  that  before,  and 
I pondered  why.  Why  did  the  American 
left  in  the  1960s  appear  to  be  something 
radically  new,  dynamic  and  attractive  to 
European  leftists? 

The  answer.  I believe,  lies  in  the  histor- 
ically anomalous  and  unique  character  of 
the  civil  rights  movement,  which  in  turn 
lies  in  the  historically  anomalous  and 
unique  character  of  the  American  South. 
The  United  States  in  the  1950s  was  the 
only  advanced  capitalist  country  in  the 


Part  TWO:  The  Civil  Rights  Movement 
and  Its  Contradictions 


world  that  had  a major  region  which  was 
not  bourgeois  democratic.  The  political 
and  legal  superstructure  of  the  American 
South,  though  not  its  socio-economic  base, 
was  a lot  closer  to  South  Africa  (to  which 
it  was  commonly  compared)  than  to  the 
American  North.  It  would  not  be  an  exag- 
geration to  describe  the  Deep  South  in  the 
early  ’50s  as  a racist  totalitarian  police 
state  as  far  as  blacks  were  concerned. 

Thus  the  civil  rights  movement  was 
a mass,  trans-class  bourgeois-democratic 
movement  in  an  advanced  bourgeois- 
democratic  capitalist  country.  In  his 
famous  and  controversial  speech  at  the 
1963  March  on  Washington,  the  young 
black  civil  rights  leader  John  Lewis  called 
for  completing  "the  unfinished  revolution 
of  1776.”  He  wasn't  just  saying  it  for  rhe- 
torical effect.  That  was  how  he  thought. 
In  the  early  1960s  in  the  U.S.,  one  could 
be  in  a subjective  sense  a bourgeois- 
democratic  revolutionary. 

Unlike  every  other  bourgeois-democratic 
movement  in  history,  the  civil  rights  move- 
ment was  not  directed  at  the  central  gov- 
ernment of  the  country.  It  was  directed  at 
the  governments  of  a region  of  the  coun- 
try. Civil  rights  leaders  looked  to  and 
called  on  the  central  government  to  bring 
bourgeois  democracy  to  the  South,  al- 
though those  were  not  the  terms  they  used. 
In  effect,  King  and  also  John  Lewis  were 


1960s  protest. 
Mass 

civil  rights 
movement 
in  the  South 
sought  end 
to  legalized 
racial 

segregation. 


demanding  the  Northern  bourgeoisie  re- 
fight  the  Civil  War  by  using  the  mili- 
tary power  of  the  federal  government  to 
secure  democratic  rights  for  blacks  in  the 
South.  A sympathetic  history  of  the  young 
Southern  civil  rights  militants  organized  in 
the  Student  Nonviolent  Coordinating  Com- 
mittee (SNCC),  written  in  the  mid  ’60s, 
was  aptly  titled  The  New  Abolitionists. 

The  emergence  of  a mass  movement  of 
blacks  in  the  South  that  not  only  protested 
but  also  defied  racist  legality  posed  a 
problem  for  the  Northern  bourgeoisie 
which  controlled  the  federal  government, 
first  under  the  Republican  presidency  of 
Dwight  Eisenhower,  then  under  the  Dem- 
ocratic Kennedy/Johnson  White  House. 
The  Northern  bourgeoisie  could  go  along 
with  the  suppre.ssion  of  the  civil  rights 
movement  by  the  Southern  state  authori- 
ties and  local  governments  in  an  attempt 
to  restore  the  racist  police-state  condi- 
tions of  the  early  ’50s.  Alternatively,  the 
Northern  bourgeoisie,  utilizing  the  fed- 
eral government,  could  favor  policies  that 
would  introduce  to  the  South  the  same 
bourgeois-democratic  norms  as  in  the  rest 
of  the  country:  ending  legalized  racial 
segregation,  giving  blacks  the  right  to 
vote,  integrating  the  upper  echelon  of  the 
black  petty  bourgeoisie  into  the  state  appa- 
ratus— from  local  sheriff’s  departments  to 
.state  legislatures  to  the  U.S.  Congress.  The 
dominant  sections  of  the  Northern  bour- 
geoisie opted  for  the  latter  course.  Why  ? 

First,  legalized  while  supremacy  in  the 
South  had  become  a serious  embarrass- 
ment. even  a weakness,  for  American 
imperialism  in  the  Cold  War  with  the  Sino- 
Soviet  states,  especially  in  the  newly  inde- 
pendent countries  in  Africa  and  Asia.  When 
Martin  Luther  King  became  a nationally 
known  figure  lollowing  the  Montgomery 
bus  boycott,  he  received  a letter  of  con- 
gratulations from  the  mainstream  Repub- 
lican Clare  Boothe  Luce,  who  was  then 
serving  as  U.S.  ambassador  to  Italy.  She 
wrote:  "No  day  passed  but  the  Italian  com- 
munists pointed  to  events  in  our  South  to 
prove  that  American  democracy  was  a 


’capitalistic  myth.’...  Our  enemies  abroad 
have  profited  greatly  from  the  efforts  of 
these  Americans  who  would  deny  their 
own  Constitution”  (quoted  in  Taylor 
Branch,  Parting  the  Waters:  America  in 
the  King  Years.  1954-1963  [\98S]). 

While  legalized  white  supremacy  in  the 
South  was  clearly  strengthening  the  Com- 
munist cause  abroad,  it  could  also  poten- 
tially strengthen  Communism  or.  more 
generally,  left-wing  radicalism  in  the  U.S. 
itself.  One  of  the  very  few  Communists 
ever  elected  to  public  office  as  an  official 
representative  of  the  American  CP  was 
black:  Ben  Davis,  who  was  elected  New 
York  City  councilman  from  Harlem  in 
the  1940s.  In  their  own  way,  the  American 
ruling  class  recognized  the  explosive 
potential  of  “black  and  red,'*  and  repres- 
sion was  not  always  the  best  way  of  keep- 
ing blacks  and  reds  apart. 

Important  sections  of  the  American 
ruling  class  were  worried  that  if  the 
Southern  regimes  succeeded  in  suppress- 
ing King  and  the  Baptist  preachers,  more 
extremist  and  radical  black  leaders  would 
come  to  the  fore.  There  might  even  develop 
a large-scale  race  war  in  the  South.  Of 
course,  the  blacks  would  lose;  they  would 
be  massacred.  But  this  would  severely 
disrupt  the  American  bourgeois  order. 
Consider  black  soldiers  at  a military  base 
in  Alabama  20  or  30  miles  away  from 
where  the  Alabama  National  Guard  was 
besieging  a black  community  or  black 
college.  These  black  soldiers  might  defy 
their  officers,  take  their  weapons  and 
shoot  it  out  with  the  National  Guard. 
Eisenhower,  who  was  a former  general, 
and  the  Pentagon  generals  could  envision 
this  as  a worst-case  scenario  if  the  situa- 
tion In  the  South  got  totally  out  of  hand. 

In  short,  by  the  late  1950s,  legalized  while 
supremacy  in  the  South  had  become  a 
disruptive  factor  in  the  American  bour- 
geois order. 
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At  the  same  time,  the  Northern  bour- 
geoisie was  not  going  to  re-fight  the  Civil 
War.  They  would  use  the  federal  govern- 
ment to  pressure  but  not  to  compel  their 
Southern  class  brethren  to  grant  demo- 
cratic rights  to  blacks.  Furthermore,  the 
Northern  liberal  bourgeoisie  was  concen- 
trated in  the  Democratic  Party,  whose 
national  dominance  since  the  1930s  was 
based  on  their  alliance  with  the  Southern 
white-supremacist  Dixiecrats.  Northern 
liberal  Democrats  tried  to  preserve  this 
alliance  with  the  Dixiecrats.  though  in  the 
end  it  broke  apart  under  the  pressure  of 
the  civil  rights  movement. 

Thus  the  Eisenhower  and  Kennedy/ 
Johnson  administrations  engaged  in  a 
continual  series  of  compromises  between 
the  civil  rights  movement  and  the  South- 
ern state  and  local  authorities.  On  the  one 
hand.  Northern  bourgeois  public  opinion 
encouraged  an  entire  generation  of  young 
liberal  idealists — black  and  white — to 
involve  themselves  in  the  civil  rights 
movement.  When  in  1960  black  students 
in  North  Carolina  sat  in  at  segregated 
lunch  counters,  Eisenhower  was  asked  to 
comment  on  this  at  a press  conference. 
He  replied  that  he  was  “deeply  sympathetic 
with  the  efforts  of  any  group  to  enjoy  the 
rights.. .guaranteed  by  the  Constitution.'’ 
King's  Southern  Christian  Leadership 


act  of  betrayal  at  the  hands  of  their  white 
liberal  “allies”  came  at  the  1964  Demo- 
cratic Party  convention.  SNCC  had  orga- 
nized the  Mississippi  Freedom  Demo- 
cratic Party  (MFDP).  which  claimed  to 
be  the  legitimate  representative  of  the 
national  Democratic  Party  in  the  state. 
The  MFDP  delegation  demanded  that  it 
be  seated  at  the  convention  in  place  of 
the  official  white-supremacist  delega- 
tion. Of  course,  Lyndon  Johnson  was  not 
going  to  exclude  the  Mississippi  Dixie- 
crals  from  the  convention.  That  would  be 
tantamount  to  self-destruction  of  the 
Democratic  Party  in  the  South. 

Instead.  Johnson  offered  a typical 
compromise.  In  addition  to  the  official 
white-supremacist  delegates  from  the 
state,  the  MFDP  would  get  two  at-large 
delegates,  and  the  rest  of  its  representa- 
tives would  have  honorary,  non-voting 
seats.  All  of  the  big  guns  of  Northern  lib- 
eralism— Hubert  Humphrey,  the  recog- 
nized leader  of  the  Democratic  Party  lib- 
eral wing.  United  Auto  Workers  head 
Walter  Reuther — were  brought  to  bear  on 
the  SNCC/MFDP  people  to  accept  this 
compromise.  They  refused.  Afterward. 
Stokely  Carmichael  stated  that  “black 
people  in  Mississippi  and  throughout 
this  country  could  not  rely  on  their  so- 
called  allies.  Many  labor,  liberal  and  civil 
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Conference  (SCLC)  was  generously  fund- 
ed by  the  Taconic  Foundation  (financed 
by  the  Mellon  family),  the  Field  Founda- 
tion and  the  Ford  Foundation,  the  top  ech- 
elon of  American  capital. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Northern  liberal 
establishment,  as  it  was  called,  sought 
to  restrain  the  most  militant  elements  of 
the  civil  rights  movement.  And  both  the 
Eisenhower  and  Kennedy/Johnson  admin- 
istrations usually  did  very  little  to  pre- 
vent the  violent  suppression  of  civil 
rights  activists  by  the  Southern  author- 
ities and  sometimes  collaborated  in  that 
suppression. 

Radicalization  of 
Civil  Rights  Militants 

As  a result,  young  civil  rights  militants 
became  increasingly  frustrated,  then  dis- 
illusioned with  and  finally  hostile  toward 
the  Northern  liberal  establishment.  One  of 
the  few  good  books  on  the  American  left 
in  this  period  is  Clayborne  Carson’s  In 
Struggle:  SNCC  and  the  Black  Awakening 
of  the  /960j  (1981).  It  traces  the  evolution 
of  the  main  body  of  young  black  activists 
from  the  mainstream  liberalism  of  King 
to  "revolutionary”  black  nationalism. 

For  example,  one  of  the  earliest  SNCC 
projects  was  a voter  registration  drive  in 
rural  Mississippi.  The  leading  black  local 
involved  in  this  campaign  was  shot  and 
killed  by  a prominent  white  politician  who 
was  then  acquitted  by  an  all-white  jury 
after  claiming  self-defense.  The  head  of 
the  SNCC  project,  Robert  Moses,  located 
a black  eyewitness  who  agreed  to  testify 
that  it  was  murder  and  not  self-defense. 
Moses  turned  the  name  of  this  witness 
over  to  agents  of  the  U.S.  Justice  Depart- 
ment who.  as  was  their  usual  practice, 
turned  it  over  to  the  local  sheriff’s  depart- 
ment. Predictably,  the  black  eyewitness 
was  severely  beaten  by  a deputy  sheriff 
and  was  later  shot  and  killed.  In  1968. 
Moses  exiled  himself  to  Africa,  bitterly 
hostile  toward  white  American  liberals. 

For  most  SNCC  militants,  the  decisive 


rights  leaders  deserted  the  MFDP  because 
of  closer  ties  to  the  national  Demo- 
cratic party”  (quoted  in  Carson,  In  Strug- 
gle). Two  years  later,  SNCC.  with  Carmi- 
chael as  its  chairman,  would  openly  break 
with  Democratic  Party  liberalism  under 
the  deliberately  inflammatory  slogan  of 
“Black  Power.” 

The  question  of  “nonviolence”  was  a 
major  issue  defining  the  right-left  divi- 
sions in  the  civil  rights  movement.  The 
right  wing,  represented  by  King,  main- 
tained that  nonviolence  was  a prin- 
ciple. The  center-left,  represented  by  most 
SNCC  militants,  held  nonviolent  resis- 
tance to  be  an  appropriate  tactic.  The  far 
left,  represented  by  Robert  F.  Williams  in 
Monroe,  North  Carolina,  rejected  nonvio- 
lence in  favor  of  armed  self-defense. 

From  today’s  vantage  point,  it’s  far  from 
obvious  why  nonviolence  was  such  an 
important  defining  question.  As  the  radi- 
cal black  nationalist  H.  Rap  Brown  later 
put  it.  “Violence  is  as  American  as  cherry 
pie.”  Christian  pacifism,  as  espoused  by 
King,  has  never  been  a significant  part  of 
American  political  culture.  The  large  ma- 
jority of  black  supporters  of  the  SCLC  and 
the  vast  majority  of  members  and  sup- 
porters of  SNCC  were  not  Christian  paci- 
fists. Very  few  of  the  tens  of  thousands  of 
young  men  who  participated  in  the  civil 
rights  movement  refused  to  be  drafted  by 
claiming  to  be  conscientious  objectors. 

Why  then  did  the  leadership  of  the  civil 
rights  movement  claim  to  be  committed 
to  nonviolence  and  the  Northern  liberal 
establishment  insist  that  they  better  be 
committed  to  nonviolence?  This  was  not 
primarily  a practical  or  tactical  question. 
Armed  .self-defense,  as  practiced  by  Wil- 
liams in  North  Carolina  and  later  by  the 
Deacons  for  Defense  in  Louisiana,  was 
effective  only  against  extralegal  racist  ter- 
rorist groups  like  the  Klan.  It  was  not  effec- 
tive against  the  police  and  military  forces 
of  the  Southern  states.  When  the  FBI  and 
the  North  Carolina  authorities  decided 
to  get  Williams,  they  got  him.  They  had  a 
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Liberal  civil  rights 
leaders  like  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  and 
NAACP  head  Roy 
Wilkins,  here  with 
Robert  Kennedy 
and  Lyndon 
Johnson,  were 
beholden  to  racist 
Democratic  Party. 


lot  more  firepower  than  he  did.  There  was 
no  possibility  and  no  one  thought  there 
was  any  possibility  of  a successful  black 
armed  insurrection  against  the  Southern 
white-supremacist  governments. 

The  real  importance  of  the  question  lay 
on  a different  political  plane.  As  was 
often  the  case  in  those  days,  Malcolm  X 
went  to  the  crux  of  the  matter  when  he  de- 
nounced King  and  the  SCLC; 

‘The  greatest  miracle  Chnstianity  has 
achieved  in  America  is  that  the  black  man 
in  white  Christian  hands  has  not  grown 
violent.  It  is  a miracle  that  22  million 
have  not  risen  up  against  their  oppressors 
— in  which  they  would  have  been  justi- 
fied by  all  moral  criteria,  and  even  by  the 
democratic  tradition!” 

— The  Autobiography  of 
Malcolm  X imS) 

The  basic  question  was  whether  black 
people  had  the  moral  and  democratic 
right  to  overthrow  the  white  racist  gov- 
ernment which  oppressed  them.  Nonvio- 
lence versus  armed  self-defense  was  the 
way  in  which  the  question  of  reform  ver- 
sus revolution  was  posed  in  the  civil 
rights  movement. 

Our  Tendency’s  Fight  for 
Revolutionary  Integrationism 

To  assert  that  black  people  have  a moral 
and  democratic  right  to  overthrow  the  op- 
pressive racist  system  and  government 
does  not.  of  course,  give  them  the  capacity 
to  do  so.  That’s  where  the  revolutionary 
Marxist  program,  strategy  and  leadership 
come  into  play. 

There  are  very  few  historical  conjunc- 
tures in  which  a small  Marxist  propaganda 
group  with  a couple  hundred  members 
can  within  a few  years  transform  itself 
into  a workers  party  leading  a significant 
section  of  the  proletariat.  1 believe  the 
American  South  in  the  early  1960s  of- 
fered such  a rare  historical  opportunity.  In 
this  sense,  the  rightward  degeneration 
of  the  once-Trotskyist  Socialist  Workers 
Party  (SWP)  in  the  1950s  was  a negative 
factor  that  may  have  altered  the  entire 
future  course  of  American  and,  therefore, 
world  history. 

Had  the  SWP  remained  a revolutionary 
party  and  concentrated  its  forces,  espe- 
cially its  young  members  and  cadre,  in  the 
Southern  civil  rights  movement.  I believe 


it  could  have  won  to  Trotskyism  a large 
fraction  of  those  young  black  radicals 
who  eventually  became  black  national- 
ists. Had  there  been  50  black  veteran 
SNCC  militants  won  to  Trotskyism  and 
the  perspective  of  revolutionary  integra- 
tionism in  the  mid  ’60s,  they  would  have 
had  the  capacity  and  the  acquired  politi- 
cal authority  to  organize  and  lead  signif- 
icant sections  of  the  black  working  class 
in  the  South. 

By  the  time  what  became  the  Spartacist 
League  was  formed  in  1964,  having  been 
expelled  from  the  SWP.  we  were  too  lit- 
tle and  too  late.  We  did  intervene  in  the 
Southern  civil  rights  movement.  But  we 
lacked  the  numbers  and.  more  impor- 
tantly. the  acquired  political  authority  to 
decisively  influence  the  internal  factional 
struggles  in  SNCC. 

Between  1964  and  1966,  SNCC  experi- 
enced a prolonged  political  identity  crisis. 
It  had  broken  with  mainstream  liberalism 
but  had  not  yet  locked  onto  black  sepa- 
ratism. In  fact,  it  was  common  among 
SNCC  activists  to  call  themselves  revolu- 
tionaries. In  late  1964.  SNCC  held  what 
it  called  a retreat  in  Waveland,  Mississippi 
to  discuss  its  future  program  and  strategy. 
There  were  37  different  position  papers 
presented  on  everything  from  the  woman 
question  to  the  role  of  whites  in  the  move- 
ment. But  there  was  no  respected  veteran 
SNCC  cadre  at  Waveland  to  present  the 
perspective  of  revolutionary  integrationism 
in  opposition  to  both  bourgeois-democratic 
radicalism  and  black  nationalism. 

Our  strategic  perspective — first  ex- 
pressed as  an  opposition  in  the  SWP.  then 
as  an  independent  tendency — was  to  trans- 
form the  left  wing  of  the  civil  rights  move- 
ment into  a revolutionary  workers  party 
capable  of  organizing  and  leading  much 
of  the  black  working  class  and  impover- 
ished petty  bourgeoisie  in  the  South.  We 
encapsulated  this  perspective  in  the  call 
for  a “Freedom  Labor  Party.” 

Here  it’s  important  to  understand  that 
black  working  people  in  the  South  in  this 
period  were  deeply  alienated  from  the 
American  bourgeois  order.  The  dominant 
Democratic  and  smaller  Republican  par- 
ties were  exclusively  white.  The  large 

continued  on  page  6 


Black  History  Month  Forums 


Capitalist  Rulers  Wage  War  on  Immigrants,  Blacks,  Labor 

No  to  the  USA-Patriot  Act  and 
the  Maritime  Security  Act! 

Down  With  the  Anti-Immigrant  Witchhunt! 

Includes  Report  on  February  9th  Mobilization 


Thursday,  February  21,  6:30  p.m. 
Tearoom,  YWCA  of  Oakland 
1515  Webster  Street.  Oakland 


Tuesday,  February  26,  6:30  p.m. 
West  Oakland  Library.  Room  1030 
1801  Adeline  Street.  Oakland 


BAY  AREA 


For  more  information:  (510)  839-0851 


Anti-Terror  Laws  Target  Immigrants,  Blacks,  Labor 
Down  With  the  Anti-Immigrant  Witchhunt! 


Saturday,  February  23,  4 p.m. 


Immanuel  Presbyterian  Church 
3300  Wilshire  Blvd. 


LOS  ANGELES 


For  more  information;  (213)  380-8239 


22  FEBRUARY  2002 


5 


Young  Spartacus 


U . Mario  Garcia  Joya 

Havana  youth  literacy  brigades  in  1961.  Nationalization  of  American  holdings 
in  Cuba,  marking  the  creation  of  a deformed  workers  state,  meant  a great 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  black  people  in  Cuba. 


New  Left... 

(conlinued  from  page  5) 

majority  of  black  workers  (as  well  as  white 
workers)  in  the  South  were  not  unionized. 
This  meant  that  black  workers  were  not 
subject  to  the  direct  political  and  organ- 
izational influence  of  the  pco-capitalist 
AFL-CIO  bureaucracy  that  had  its  own 
liberal  black  anti-Communist  cadre. 

Redbaiting  was  not  effective  among 
Southern  blacks  because  the  white  racist 
power  structure  had  always  identified 
integration  and  black  rights  with  commu- 
nism. Here  the  experience  of  Robert  F. 
Williams  is  instructive.  In  the  mid  1950s. 
Williams  organized  an  NAACP  chapter 
in  Monroe.  North  Carolina  that  was 
unique  in  the  South  because  it  consisted 
of  working-class  types  rather  than  the 
usual  "teachers  and  preachers." 

Williams  visited  Castro’s  Cuba  in  1 960 
and  came  back  an  enthusiastic  supporter 
of  the  revolutionary  government.  He  did 
not  become  a communist,  but  he  might 
just  as  well  have.  He  was  redbaited  as 
well  as  violence-baited  by  the  entire  black 
liberal  establishment.  He  was  directly  at- 
tacked by  the  head  of  the  national  NAACP, 
Roy  Wilkins,  and  by  Jackie  Robinson,  the 
first  black  Major  League  baseball  player. 
Despite  these  attacks.  Williams’  working- 
class  base  in  Monroe  remained  loyal  to 
him.  To  get  rid  of  him.  the  FBI  had  to 
go  after  him  on  trumped-up  kidnapping 
charges. 

While  a Freedom  Labor  Party  would 
have  initially  been  predominantly  black, 
it  would.  I believe,  have  attracted  small 
pockets  of  militant,  class-conscious 
white  workers  who  were  willing  to  work 
with  reds.  For  example,  the  coal  miners 
in  Hazard.  Kentucky.  In  1964 — this  is 
shortly  before  I joined  the  Spartacist 
tendency — I was  involved  in  the  defense 
of  seven  coal  miners  in  Hazard  who  were 
being  prosecuted  by  the  federal  govern- 
ment for  conspiracy  to  dynamite  a rail- 
road bridge  during  a strike. 


In  order  to  build  student  support  for  the 
case,  we  organized  a conference/rally  in 
Hazard.  Some  75  to  100  students  car- 
pooled  in  and  stayed  in  the  homes  of  the 
miners  and  their  sympathizers,  sleeping 
on  the  floor.  I stayed  in  the  home  of  one 
of  the  indicted  miners,  named  Clayton 
Turner.  He  and  his  wife  had  around  a 
dozen  kids  and  a big  sprawling  house. 
Also  staying  there  was  a mainstream 
liberal,  and  we  got  into  what  was  a com- 
mon argument  at  the  time.  He  defended 
King’s  policy  of  nonviolent  resistance, 
while  I argued  for  armed  self-defense.  I 
wasn’t  aware  of  it.  but  Clayton  must  have 
overheard  some  of  this  conversation.  As  I 
was  about  to  leave,  Clayton  said,  "I  have 
nothing  against  communists.  Commu- 
nists helped  build  this  union.” 

Now.  there  were  relatively  few  white 
workers  like  Clayton  Turner  in  the  South 
— or  in  the  North,  for  that  matter.  But 
there  were  a lot  of  black  workers  like 
him.  The  problem  was  that  to  build  a 
party  with  a lot  of  black  Clayton  Turners 
and  a tew  white  Clayton  Turners  you  had 
to  have  a cadre  of  revolutionary  Marxist 
black  intellectuals  who  had  gained  their 
authority  in  the  civil  rights  movement. 
And  the  young  black  radicals  who  could 
have  formed  such  a cadre  were  moving  in 
the  direction  of  black  nationalism. 

The  Impact  of  the 
Cuban  Revolution 

Before  considering  that  development.  I 
want  to  discuss  the  impact  of  the  Cuban 
Revolution  on  the  American  left  in  the 
early  1960s.  The  Cuban  Revolution  co- 
incided with  the  civil  rights  movement 
and  reinforced  its  most  radical  leftward- 
moving  tendencies.  SNCC  was  formed  in 
the  spring  of  1960  about  the  same  time 
that  Castro  nationalized  the  American  oil 
refineries  in  Cuba  because  they  refused  to 
process  Soviet  crude  oil.  A few  months 
later,  all  American  capitalist  investment 
in  Cuba  was  nationalized,  as  well  as  the 
property  of  the  Cuban  bourgeoisie.  The 
following  year,  to  avoid  arrest  by  the  FBI. 


Robert  F.  Williams  fled  to  Cuba.  From 
Havana,  he  broadcast  into  the  South  a 
radio  program  called  "Radio  Free  Dixie.” 
The  former  SNCC  leader  James  Forman 
wrote  in  his  memoirs.  The  Making  of 
Black  Revolutionaries:  "In  the  fall  of 
1962  I had  read  Che  Guevara’s  book  on 
guerrilla  warfare  and  drew  some  lessons 
from  it  for  our  work.  I saw  SNCC  estab- 
lishing bases  throughout  the  South,  bases 
that  would  grow  into  larger  units." 

In  its  own  way.  the  Cuban  Revolu- 
tion was  just  as  historically  anomalous 
and  unique  as  the  American  civil  rights 
movement.  To  begin  with,  Cuba  was 
the  only  country  ever  to  become  Com- 
munist— in  our  terms,  a deformed  work- 
ers state — that  was  not  geographically 
adjacent  to  the  Soviet  Union  or  adjacent 
to  another  deformed  workers  state.  Not 
only  was  Cuba  in  the  very  backyard  of 
American  imperialism,  but  it  was  an  ex- 
treme and  blatant  example  of  an  Ameri- 
can semi-colony. 

Cuba  in  the  1950s  was  ruled  by  the 
exceptionally  brutal  right-wing  military 
dictatorship  of  Fulgencio  Batista,  which 
was  openly  backed  by  Washington.  Its 
main  export  product,  sugar,  was  controlled 
by  United  Fruit.  The  casinos  and  brothels 
of  Havana  were  owned  by  the  Mafia.  The 
Cuban  telephone  company  was  owned  by 
the  American  conglomerate  ITT,  which 
once  gave  Batista  a solid  gold  telephone 
as  a token  of  their  esteem. 

Unlike  Mao  Zedong  and  Ho  Chi  Minh, 
Fidel  Ca.stro  was  not  a Communist — or  in 
our  terms,  a Stalinist — when  he  led  a rev- 
olution and  came  to  power.  He  was  a left- 
liberal  petty-bourgeois  nationalist.  When 
Castro  launched  his  guerrilla  insurgency 
against  Batista  in  1 956,  he  was  associated 
with  the  Ortodoxo  Party,  one  of  Cuba’s 
two  main  bourgeois  parties.  Only  after  he 
had  come  to  power  was  Castro  driven 
to  expropriate  the  bourgeoisie  and  ally 
Cuba  with  the  Soviet  Union,  as  a conse- 
quence of  an  escalating  conflict  with  U S. 
imperialism. 

When  Castro’s  rebel  army  overthrew 
Batista  in  1959,  this  revolution  was 
widely  and  strongly  supported  among  all 
sections  of  American  liberalism.  For  mil- 
itant young  left-liberals  like  myself,  Cas- 
tro was  a hero,  a real  warrior,  a tough 
guy — not  like  that  turn-the-other-cheek 
wimp  Martin  Luther  King.  Of  course, 
when  Castro  declared  himself  a Com- 
munist and  allied  Cuba  with  the  Soviet 
Union,  most  American  liberals  denounced 
him  for  “betraying"  the  revolution, 
However,  a small  but  vocal  and  infiuen- 
tial  current  of  left-liberal  intellectuals — 
represented  by  the  sociologist  C.  Wright 
Mills  and  writer  Norman  Mailer — contin- 
ued to  support  Castro’s  Cuba  against  the 
American  government  on  democratic  prin- 
ciples. centrally  the  right  of  national  self- 
determination.  Basically.  Mills  argued  that 
Castro  was  forced  to  nationalize  the 
Cuban  economy  and  ally  with  the  Soviet 
Union  in  order  to  prevent  the  U.S.  ruling 
class  from  reconquering  Cuba  and  restor- 
ing the  colonial-type  conditions  of  the 
Batista  era. 

Among  the  older  generation  of  Amer- 
ican liberal  intellectuals,  support  for 
Castro’s  Cuba  was  very  much  a minority 
current.  But  among  young  liberal  activ- 


ists. including  civil  rights  militants,  sup- 
port for  the  Cuban  Revolution  was  much 
more  widespread.  The  particular  and  pecu- 
liar nature  of  the  Cuban  Revolution  led  a 
significant  number  of  young  American  rad- 
icals to  support  certain  Communist  states 
and  movements  by  identifying  these  pri- 
marily with  national  liberation  rather  than 
with  socialism  as  such  and  not  at  all  with 
the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat. 

There  was  another  important  way  in 
which  the  Cuban  Revolution  infiuenced 
the  American  New  Left.  Castro  and  Che 
Guevara,  the  chief  ideologue  of  the  Cuban 
Revolution,  were  the  New  Leftists  of  the 
world  Communist  movement.  Even  after 
the  Cuban  leadership  declared  itself 
"Marxisl-Leninisl."  they  interpreted  this 
tradition  in  a very  different  way  than  the 
Soviet  leadership.  Castro  and  especially 
Guevara  openly  challenged  basic  prem- 
ises of  Soviet  Stalinist  doctrine. 

First,  they  maintained  that  in  Latin 
America  it  was  not  the  urban  industrial 
proletariat  that  was  the  social  vanguard  of 
the  revolution.  Castro  and  Guevara  called 
on  Latin  American  leftists  to  take  the 
Cuban  road,  to  abandon  the  cities  in  favor 
of  peasant-based  guerrilla  warfare. 

Furthermore.  Guevara  challenged  the 
identification  of  socialism  with  economic 
growth  and  development.  For  Guevara, 
"building  socialism”  did  not  mean,  as  the 
Soviet  leaders  contended,  surpassing  the 
advanced  capitalist  countries  in  economic 
production  and  productivity.  For  Gue- 
vara, "building  socialism"  was  primarily 
a subjective  process.  It  meant  overcoming 
individual  material  self-interest  so  people 
would  identify  with  and  work  for  the 
common  good.  In  the  gospel  according  to 
Che.  "Yea.  though  a socialist  country  may 
be  poor  in  material  wealth  it  will  yet  be 
rich  in  spiritual  wealth.”  Or  in  Guevara’s 
own  words: 

"I  am  not  interested  in  dry  economic 
socialism.  We  are  fighting  against  pov- 
erty. but  we  are  also  fighting  against 
alienation.  One  of  the  fundamental  objec- 
tives of  Marxism  is  to  remove  interest, 
the  factor  of  individual  interest,  and  gam 
from  men’s  psychological  motivations. 
Marx  was  preoccupied  both  with  eco- 
nomic factors  and  with  their  repercus- 
sions on  the  spirit.  If  communism  isn’t 
interested  in  this,  too.  it  may  be  a method 
of  distributing  goods,  but  it  will  never  be 
a revolutionary  way  of  life." 

— quoted  in  Bertram  Silverman. 
Introduction  to  Man  and 
Socialism  in  Cuba:  The  Great 
Debate  (1971) 

To  some  of  you.  it  may  seem  com- 
pletely off  the  wall  to  compare  Che  Gue- 
vara with  Martin  Luther  King.  However, 
each  in  their  own  way,  Guevara  and  King 
both  advocated  radical  social  change  pri- 
marily through  a change  in  the  prevailing 
moral  attitudes  and  values  rather  than  by 
a change  in  economic  institutions.  Many 
young  American  liberal  idealists  who  ad- 
mired and  supported  King  in  the  early 
’60s  became  Stalinist  idealists  who  ad- 
mired Guevara  in  the  late  ’60s.  Guevara’s 
anti-Marxist  and  utopian  version  of  com- 
munism as  universal  altruism  was  far  more 
compatible  with  the  underlying  moralistic 
and  idealist  outlook  of  young  American 
radicals  than  the  mechanistic  pseudo- 
Marxism  of  official  Soviet  Stalinism. 

[TO  BE  CONTINUED] 


Charlie  Brooks 

26  December  1980  - 14  February  2002 

On  Thursday,  February  14,  a 
close  friend  and  sympathizer  of 
the  Spartacus  Youth  Club  and 
Spartacist  League/U.S..  Charles 
"Charlie”  Brooks,  21.  died  qui- 
etly in  Richmond.  Virginia  from 
complications  resulting  from 
treatment  for  leukemia.  His  fam- 
ily and  girlfriend  Amy  were  at 
his  side. 

Charlie  became  politically 
active  around  the  Republican 
National  Convention  protests  in 
Philadelphia,  motivated  by  his 
desire  to  fight  for  a democratic 
society.  His  experiences  there  and  his  further  discussions  with  comrades  made 
him  realize  that  his  abstract  idea  of  democracy  was  an  impossibility  under  cap- 
italism and  that  a genuinely  egalitarian  society  could  only  be  achieved  through 
workers  socialist  revolution. 

In  January  2001,  Charlie  drove  all  the  way  to  Gary,  Indiana  through  heavy 
snow  with  a group  of  friends  to  participate  in  a Partisan  Defense  Committee- 
initiated  anti-Klan  mobilization,  which  concretized  for  him  the  essential  lead- 
ership role  of  a Leninist  party.  This  June  he  traveled  to  Charleston.  South  Car- 
olina to  work  with  us  in  the  fight  to  free  the  Charleston  Five  longshoremen  who 
faced  incarceration  for  defending  their  union  against  a brutal  police  attack. 
Charlie  regularly  intervened  in  SYC  classes  at  Virginia  Commonwealth  Uni- 
versity (VeU)  and  helped  man  our  campus  lit  tables,  effectively  defending  our 
politics.  Expressing  solidarity  with  our  program,  he  also  discussed  his  inten- 
tion to  move  to  New  York  City  to  join  the  SYC. 

Charlie  was  an  art  student  at  VCU.  focusing  on  photography  and  film,  and 
his  thirst  for  understanding  the  world  allowed  him  to  discuss  Einstein  with  as 
much  ease  as  he  discussed  Eisenstein.  Many  who  knew  Charlie  will  remember 
his  sharp  wit  and  irreverent  sense  of  humor.  With  a wisecrack  or  a quip,  from 
which  even  his  friends  were  not  safe,  he  could  zing  his  target  or  make  an  inci- 
sive political  point. 

Even  after  Charlie  began  debilitating  medical  treatment,  he  continued  to  read 
and  discuss  politics  and  up  until  his  last  return  to  the  hospital  was  requesting 
material  on  the  Russian  Revolution  and  on  the  Jewish  question.  He  will  be 
greatly  missed  by  Amy.  his  family,  friends  and  comrades. 
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Mobilizing  Youth  for  February  9 


"Rally  Behind 


The  young  communists  of  the  SYC 
canvassed  much  of  the  Bay  Area  to  help 
build  the  February  9 Oakland  mobiliza- 
tion in  defense  of  immigrant  and  labor 
rights.  Our  efforts  brought  out  contin- 
gents from  Laney  College  in  Oakland  and 
the  School  of  the  Arts  in  San  Francisco 
and  youth  from  such  schools  as  Berkeley 
High,  UC  Santa  Cruz.  UC  Berkeley  and 
San  Francisco  Stale.  One  Latino  student 
from  Laney  visited  our  office  to  discuss 
further  the  Marxist  politics  animating  the 
call  for  the  demonstration.  He  offered  to 
help  organize  a sign-making  session  on 
his  campus,  indignantly  commenting  that 
racism  directed  against  him  and  other 
Latinos,  along  with  the  lack  of  available 
jobs,  is  forcing  many  Latinos  to  go  “back 
to  their  countries.** 

The  SYC  also  intersected  the  outrage 
felt  by  many  workers  at  the  anti-immigrant 
attacks  carried  out  by  the  bosses  and  their 
government.  One  example  was  the  expe- 
rience of  two  SYCers  building  for  the 
demo  outside  a National  Association  of 
Letter  Carriers  local  hall.  Invited  inside, 
our  comrades  were  loudly  applauded  when 
they  spoke  of  the  central  role  of  organized 
labor  in  the  fight  for  immigrant  rights. 
For  many  young  protesters,  this  demo 
marked  the  first  lime  they  had  marched 
alongside  workers  in  social  protest.  One 
demonstrator  remarked,  “Unions?  1 didn*t 
think  much  of  them  but  today  I realized 
they  are  cool....  These  longshore  workers 
here  are  really  powerful!” 


The  racially  and  socially  integrated  char- 
acter of  the  demonstration  was  striking 
to  many  present.  As  an  SYCer  remarked. 
“Crossing  those  racial  barriers  put  up  by 
the  capitalists  was  part  of  the  political  call 
for  the  demonstration.  It  was  seen  in  the 
presence  of  lots  of  workers,  longshore- 
men, day  laborers  and  students  brought 
out  in  defense  of  immigrant  rights.”  One 
demonstrator  from  the  University  of  Cal- 
ifornia at  Santa  Cruz  was  impressed  by 
the  sight  of  hundreds  of  blacks  and  Lati- 
nos together  in  downtown  Oakland  chant- 
ing socialist  slogans. 

The  SYC  talked  with  many  of  the  pro- 
testers. seeking  to  broaden  their  healthy 
opposition  to  the  anti-immigrant  witch- 
hunt into  an  understanding  that  the  entire 
capitalist  system  must  be  overthrown  to 
end  racism  and  imperialist  war.  Black 
youth  were  particularly  receptive  to  the 
call  to  join  us  in  the  fight  to  build  a revo- 
lutionary workers  party  that  would  take 
up  this  struggle  against  racist  American 
capitalism.  Inspired  by  the  demo,  one 
black  high  school  student  said,  “It*s  not 
the  size  of  the  demo  that  matters,  it’s  the 
fact  that  there  are  so  many  longshoremen 
here,  and  they  have  power.  They*ll  go 
back  and  talk  to  their  co-workers  about 
this.”  Immediately  after  the  demonstra- 
tion. he  announced  he  wanted  to  fight  for 
a classless  society,  and  joined  the  SYC  on 
the  spot! 

When  the  protest  march  stopped  in 
front  of  the  Federal  Building.  SYC  member 


UK  Speakout  Demands 
Jamal's  Freedom 


Chicago 
31  January  2002 

Dear  Young  Spariacus, 

The  December  18  statement  of  the 
Partisan  Defense  Committee  published  in 
WV  No.  771.  "Jamal  Death  Sentence 
Reversed — Mobilize  Labor/Black  Power 
to  Free  Mumia  Now!”  inspired  the 
Chicago  Spartacus  Youth  Club  to  organ- 
ize a united-front  protest  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Illinois  at  Chicago  (UIC)  on  Janu- 
ary 17,  under  the  slogans  “Free  Mumia 
Now!  Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty!” 

We  made  Mumia’s  cause  known  all  over 
campus,  announcing  the  demonstration 
at  classes,  addressing  meetings  of  stu- 
dent groups  and  distributing  hundreds  of 
leaflets.  We  found  a resonance  among 
many  students,  including  regular  read- 
ers of  Workers  Vanguard  who  eagerly 
stepped  forward  to  help  distribute  flyers. 
Students  were  animated  into  action  when 
we  explained  that  this  case  wasn’t  just 
an  isolated  injustice.  As  our  statement 
noted,  “Mumia’s  only  ‘crime*  is  that  he  is 
an  outspoken  champion  of  the  oppressed 
and  exploited  ...  His  case  lays  bare  the 
nature  of  the  state — cops,  courts,  and  mil- 
itary— as  an  instrument  of  repression  for 
the  capitalists  against  the  workers  and  op- 
pressed. and  the  nature  of  the  death 
penalty  as  legal  lynching  and  a legacy  of 
slavery.” 

Our  demonstration  also  found  support 
elsewhere  on  campus  and  in  the  city,  with 
the  Chicago  Chapter  of  Refuse  & Resist! 
(who  additionally  spoke  at  the  protest),  the 
Chicago  Committee  to  Free  Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal  and  two  UIC  professors  among  the 
endorsers.  Acting  on  the  call  to  mobilize 
labor  behind  the  cause  of  black  rights,  we 


obtained  the  endorsement  of  the  union 
steward  for  SEIU  Local  73.  which  organ- 
izes the  campus  workers  at  UIC. 

Overall,  about  25  people  joined  our  spir- 
ited protest,  holding  signs,  distributing  fly- 
ers and  listening  to  speeches.  One  black 
student  commented  on  the  racist  garbage 
prevalent  on  campus,  including  from  an 
educational  system  that  tells  black  stu- 
dents they  are  the  problem,  not  this  dis- 
gusting racist  system  of  capitalist  ex- 
ploitation. This  was  particularly  relevant 
as  only  days  before,  a massive  tuition  hike 
(10  percent)  was  proposed  at  UIC.  Our 
emcee  stated,  “The  SYC  protests  this  tui- 
tion hike  as  a reactionary  move  designed 
to  bar  the  working  class  and  minorities 
from  receiving  the  benefits  of  an  educa- 
tion ” He  then  led  a chant;  “Education  for 
all.  education  for  free!  Labor/black  power 
is  the  key!” 

The  International  Socialist  Organization 
pointedly  refused  to  endorse  our  call  be- 
cause our  insistence  on  holding  a princi- 
pled united  front  meant  that  we  wouldn’t 
drop  debate  over  political  differences. 
Meanwhile,  their  Campaign  to  End  the 
Death  Penalty  was  busy  building  a rally 
disgustingly  titled  “The  Illinois  Death 
Penalty:  Too  Flawed  to  Fix"  with  Jesse 
Jackson.  Sr.  as  the  keynote  speaker.  This 
exposes  their  real  appetite — unity  with 
the  Democrats,  yes;  unity  with  the  Com- 
munists. no! 

Particularly  now.  the  fight  to  free  Jamal 
is  a vital  part  of  the  struggle'  against  the 
new  wave  of  "anti-terror”  state  repression, 
and  this  demonstration,  in  a small  way,  was 
a blow  against  the  bosses’  racist  “national 
unity”  campaign. 

Chicago  Spartacus  Youth  Club 


the  Workers" 


Mike  R.  delivered  a rousing  speech, 
which  we  are  printing  below  in  excerpted 
form. 

* « « 

We  stand  for  the  independent  mobiliza- 
tion of  the  working  class.  A few  of  you 
are  probably  thinking.  "Why  does  this  kid 
keep  talking  about  the  working  class  if  he 
is  a student?"  Students  have  no  role  in 
production,  we  have  no  social  power.  Any 
student  who  wants  to  fight  to  change  the 
world  needs  to  rally  behind  the  workers 
because — isolated  from  those  who  actu- 
ally have  the  power  to  sweep  away  capi- 
talism— we  have  nothing  but  our  voices. 
The  generation  of  leftist  youth  today  has 
grown  up  without  having  lived  through 
any  mass  social  struggle.  To  all  of  the 
youth  here  today;  watch  carefully  because 
you  will  learn  today  more  than  you  will 
ever  learn  going  to  rallies  at  your  school 
campus  or  by  reading  a sociology  text- 
book. The  capitalists  cannot  abolish  the 
class  struggle  because  the  farther  they  go 
to  increase  their  profits,  the  more  intense- 
ly they  exploit  and  oppress  the  proletariat. 
The  working  class  is  inevitably  drawn 
into  this  historic  battle.  Our  task  is  to  win 
radical  youth  to  the  side  of  the  working 
class  in  this  battle. 

This  strategy  is  counterposed  to  the  ref- 
ormist view  that  the  government  can  be 
reformed  by  pressuring  Democratic  Party 
politicians  like  Kriss  Worthington  and 
Barbara  Lee.  This  government  is  not  our 
government,  and  the  Democrats  are  not  our 
friends.  Organizations  like  the  Interna- 
tional Socialist  Organization  (ISO)  claim 
that  this  is  "Bush’s  war.”  But  this  is  the 
Democrats’  war,  too. 

Another  popular  slogan  in  the  antiwar 
movement  is  “No  to  War.”  What  is  wrong 
with  organizing  around  the  call  "No  to 
War”  or  “War  Is  Not  the  Answer”?  These 
calls  for  an  alternative  to  war  are  calls  for 
the  imperialists  to  pursue  a different  pol- 
icy to  achieve  their  aims.  Imperialism  is  a 
system,  not  a policy.  Simply  saying  “no” 
does  not  present  any  alternative. 

The  SYC  doesn’t  just  say  “no.”  When 
the  anti-immigrant  witchhunt  came  to  San 
Francisco  State  University  last  year,  we 
were  there  to  fight  it.  The  campus  admin- 
istration handed  over  confidential  infor- 
mation on  foreign  students  to  the  FBI  and 
INS  bloodhounds,  so  we  initiated  a united- 


SYC  rallied  support  for  February  9 
mobilization  In  Oakland’s  Chinatown 


and  other  immigrant  neighborhoods. 


front  protest  raising  the  demands:  Down 
with  the  SFSU  collaboration  with  the  FBI 
anti-immigrant  witchhunt!  Defend  immi- 
grant rights!  By  the  way.  the  ISO  not  only 
refused  to  endorse  this  pro'tesl.  but  they 
actively  boycotted  it  by  setting  up  a large 
table  and  display  on  the  other  side  of  cam- 
pus. You  might  want  to  ask  some  of  them 
why  they  call  us  sectarian  when  they 
wouldn’t  defend  immigrant  rights  when  it 
mattered. 

In  contrast,  we  actively  oppose  U.S. 
imperialism.  We  called  for  a united-front 
protest  against  the  Reserve  Officer  Train- 
ing Corps  (ROTC)  at  UC  Berkeley  last 
spring.  ROTC  recruits  college  students  to 
be  the  next  generation  of  officers  who 
send  ghettoized  black  and  Latino  youth 
off  to  die  in  wars  to  fill  the  coffers  of  Wall 
Street  bankers.  We  raised  the  demand: 
ROTC  off  campus!  The  SYC  says:  U.S. 
bloody  hands  off  the  world!  If  you  are  a 
youth  looking  for  a way  to  end  the  world- 
wide degradation,  insanity  and  suffering 
caused  by  imperialism,  to  put  a stop  to 
racism  and  class  exploitation  for  good, 
you  are  looking  for  the  Spartacus  Youth 
Club.  Join  us!b 


Spartacus  Youth  Club  Class  Series 


BOSTON 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Thursday,  6:30  p.m. 

February  28:  The  Struggle  for 
Black  Liberation 
Boston  University 

College  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  Rm,  31 5 
725  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Information  and  readings;  (617)  666-9453 


CHICAGO 


Alternate  Tuesdays,  6 p.m. 
March  5:  We  are  the  Party  of  the 
Russian  Revolution! 

University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago 
104  Stevenson  Hail, 

701  South  Morgan  Street 
Information  and  readings:  (312)  563-0441 
spartacist@iname.com 


LOS  ANGELES 


Alternate  Saturdays,  2 p.m. 
March  2:  Labor,  Latinos,  and  the 
Fight  for  Immigrant  Rights 
3806  Beverly  Blvd.,  Suite  215 
Information  and  readings:  (213)  380-8239 


Alternate  Tuesdays,  7 p.m. 
February  26;  Trotskyists  Hailed  the 
Red  Army  In  Aghanistan!  For 
Women’s  Liberation 
Through  Socialist  Revolution! 
Columbia  University  (iieth  and  Broadway) 
Hamilton  Hall.  Room  306 
Information  and  readings:  (212)  267-1025 


TORONTO 


Wednesday,  5:30  p.m. 

March  6:  The  Family  and 
Women’s  Oppression 
York  University  Student  Clr..  Room  313 
Information  and  readings:  (416)  593-4138 
spartcan@on.aibn.com 


VANCOUVER 


Alternate  Wednesdays,  6 p.m. 
February  27:  Women's  Liberation 
Through  Socialist  Revolution! 
UBC  Student  Union  Building,  Rm,  213 
Information  and  readings;  (604)  687-0353 
tllt@look.ca 
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Mobilization... 

(continued  from  page  }) 

nation....  We  want  all  the  workers  in  all 
parts  of  this  nation  to  come  out  to  protest 
this  law.”  In  mobilizing  for  the  rally. 
Workers  Vanguard  supporters  sought  to 
win  workers  to  the  understanding  that  in 
defending  immigrants,  they  were  defend- 
ing the  whole  working  class. 

This  was  no  abstraction  but  flesh  and 
blood  reality  to  longshoremen  threatened 
with  losing  their  hard-won  union  jobs 
under  the  background  checks  mandated 
by  the  Maritime  Security  Act.  a law  pend- 
ing in  Congress  aimed  at  purging  the 
waterfront  of  blacks.  Latinos  and  other 
immigrants  and  at  undermining  union 
power.  The  political  impact  of  this  mobil- 
ization spread  far  beyond  those  who  came 
to  the  rally,  raising  the  class  conscious- 
ness also  of  the  hundreds  who  took  stacks 
of  leaflets  to  distribute,  and  the  thousands 
reached  through  discussion,  leaflets  and 
copies  of  Workers  Vanguard. 

The  protest  was  built  in  distributions 
to  key  workforces:  longshore  dispatch, 
port  truckers,  bus  barns  and  BART 
yards,  postal  facilities,  municipal  util- 
ities. industries  with  heavily  immigrant 
workforces  organized  by  ILWU  Local  6 
and  the  Hotel  Employees  and  Restau- 
rant Employees  union,  in  Chinatown  and 
other  immigrant  neighborhoods,  cam- 
puses and  high  schools.  The  campaign 
intersected  struggles  from  Santa  Clara — 
where  the  husband  of  Alia  Atawneh,  a 
Palestinian  woman  fired  in  an  act  of  anti- 
immigrant persecution  by  Macy’s,  en- 
dorsed the  rally — to  Salt  Lake  City, 
where  hundreds  of  immigrant  airport 
workers  w-ere  fired.  Solidarity  greetings 
from  one  of  the  lawyers  representing 
these  workers  were  read  to  the  protest. 

The  seriousness  of  longshoremen  at 
the  rally,  which  Local  10  endorsed,  was 


underscored  by  the  fact  that  a number  of 
lower-seniority  B-men  had  foregone  a 
trip  to  L.A.  to  pick  up  a weekend’s  work, 
a real  sacrifice  during  a slow  month  at  the 
Port  of  Oakland.  At  the  end  of  the  protest, 
several  longshoremen  made  a point  of 
taking  home  the  mobilization  placards 
on  which  they  had  written  the  name  of 
their  union.  Discussions  afterward  at  a 
celebration  in  a local  bar  and  restaurant 
grappled  with  key  questions:  which  way 
forward  for  workers,  why  we  need  a rev- 
olutionary workers  party  to  get  rid  of  cap- 
italism and  how  to  build  it,  why  unions  in 
themselves  are  not  enough.  One  youth 
Joined  the  Bay  Area  Spartacus  Youth  Club 
at  the  party,  and  a number  of  workers 
expressed  interest  in  joining  the  LBL. 

Many  longshoremen  take  a great  deal 
of  pride  in  their  union,  particularly  in  the 
gains  that  were  won  for  black  workers. 
At  the  same  time,  several  longshoremen 
asked  us  why  it  took  communists  to  fight 
to  mobilize  the  social  power  of  labor 
in  defense  of  immigrant  rights  and  in 
defense  of  the  unions.  To  mobilize  the 
multiracial  proletariat  in  defense  of  immi- 
grants. black  people  and  all  the  oppressed 
requires  a conscious  struggle  against 
the  million  and  one  ways  the  capitalist 
exploiters,  aided  and  abetted  by  their 
labor  lackeys,  foster  the  racial  and  ethnic 
antagonisms  that  divide  the  proletariat 
and  undermine  Its  fighting  strength.  At 
bottom  this  is  a question  of  program  and 
perspective.  The  worldview  of  the  labor 
tops — even  those  of  the  most  “progres- 
sive” stamp — is  defined  by  what  is  pos- 
sible or  “practical”  under  capitalism,  a 
system  which  is  predicated  on  the  exploi- 
tation of  labor.  We  communists  pursue 
another  road,  one  based  not  only  on 
improving  present  conditions  but  fighting 
to  do  away  with  the  entire  system  of  cap- 
italist wage  slavery. 

This  rally  was  held  during  Black  His- 
tory Month  to  underscore  both  the  com- 
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"mass  protests  centered  on  the  social 
power  of  the  labor  movement  to  demand 
Jamal’s  immediate  release.”  Also  endors- 
ing was  Geronimo  ji  Jaga  (Pratt),  the  for- 
mer Black  Panther  who  spent  27  years  in 
prison  on  a similar  government  frame-up 
before  mass  protest  brought  about  his] 
release.  Speaking  at  the  rally,  former  Pan- 
ther Kiilu  Nyasha  brought  attention  to  the  | 
plight  of  Haitian  immigrants  as  well  as  | 
that  of  Hugo  Pinell  and  Ruchell  Cinque  I 
Magee,  political  prisoners  who  have 
spent  well  over  three  decades  in  the  pris- 
ons of  the  U.S.  capitalist  system  of  racist 
injustice. 

This  united-front  action  intersected 
contradictions  within  the  labor  bureauc- 
racy and  exposed  how  this  conser\a- 
tive  layer  resting  atop  the  workers  organ- 
izations acts  us  the  key  internal  obstacle  i 
to  mobilizing  workers  power.  From  the 
time  the  new  "anti-terror”  legislation  was 
introduced  in  September.  ILWU  Interna- 
tional officials,  instead  of  opposing  the 
MSA.  proposed  that  the  capitalists  make 
the  ILWU  a partner  in  the  “national  secur- 
ity” war,  including  against  other  sec- 
tions of  dock  workers  who  are  heavily 
immigrant,  The  Teamsters  and  East 
Coast  International  Longshore  Associa- 
tion tops  likewise  refused  to  oppose  the 
MSA.  It  was  the  ILWU  tops  who  pointed 
to  the  port  truckers  to  be  targeted  by  the 
bill.  As  the  call  for  the  demonstration 
pointed  out:  “It  is  not  the  job  of  the  work- 
ers to  enforce  the  laws,  ‘security’  or  oth- 
erwise. that  will  be  used  against  them; ' 
cops  and  security  guards  have  no  place  in 
the  union  movement!” 

In  Local  10,  however,  with  its  heav- 
ily black  membership,  there  was  a lot  i 
of  pressure  from  the  ranks  to  do  some- 
thing to  oppose  this  attack.  Secretary- 
Treasurer  Clarence  Thomas  helped  build 
and  spoke  at  the  rally.  Also  present  were 
both  business  agents,  Trent  Willis  and 
Jack  Heyman.  who  put  the  motion  at  a 


mon  interests  of  black  and  immigrant 
workers  and  the  need  for  the  labor  move- 
n\ent  to  take  up  the  fight  against  racial 
oppression.  In  a speech  for  the  Labor 
Black  League  that  was  translated  into 
Spanish,  Adwoa  Oni  declared: 

"The  frenzied  anti-Arab  and  anti- 
immigrant witchhunt  is  a deadly  danger 
to  all  racial  and  ethnic  minorities.  This  is 
especially  true  for  the  black  population, 
whose  forcible  segregation  at  the  bottom 
of  this  society  is  rooted  in  the  history  of 
chattel  slavery  and  (he  defeat  of  Radical 
Reconstruction.  Black  oppression  is  the 
very  foundation  of  this  racist  capitalist 
system — but  also  its  Achilles"  heel.  It’s 
time  to  finish  the  Civil  War!  Forward  to  a 
workers  state!" 

Death  row  political  prisoner.  MOVE 
supporter  and  former  Black  Panther 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal  sent  his  endorsement, 
and  a statement  of  support  was  read  out  at 
the  rally.  Speaking  for  the  PDC,  the  legal 
and  social  defense  organization  associ- 
ated with  the  SL,  Steve  Bull  called  for 


Oakland  mobilization 
struck  a chord 
among  immigrants 
(clockwise  from  left): 
Chinese-language 
Srngfao  Daily  and 
World  Journal,  local 
Japanese  community 
daily,  Spanish- 
language  biweekly. 
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Protesters  Anti-Temonst  Laws 
Create  ‘AntHmmigrant  Witch-hunt' 


ySA  Pair  ot  Act  and  t>n  Maritime  Security 

r Down  with  the  Anti-Immigrant  ¥i/rtckhuirt.f 


“We  endorse  and  will  help  build  a united  front  labor/black  demonstration  with  the  following  demands:  ‘Anti-Terrorist  Laws  Target  Immigrants, 
Blacks,  Labor— No  to  the  USA-Patriot  Act  and  the  Maritime  Security  Act!’  and  'Down  With  the  Anti-Immigrant  Witchhunt!’.” 


Initiated  by  the  Bay  Area  Labor  Black  League  for  Social  Defense  and  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee 


Endorsers  o(  the  February  9,  2002  Mobilization 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  Revolutionary  Journalist.  Death  Row.  PA 
Larry  Adams,  Local  President,  Mail  Handlers  Local  300,* 

New  York,  NY 

African  Students  Union,  Hunter  College.*  New  York,  NY 
AFSCME  Local  444,  Oakland,  CA 

Al-Awda/Palestine  Right  To  Return  Coalition  - NY/NJ  Committee 
Robert  Allen,  Ethnic  Studies,  University  of  California  Berkeley* 
Amalgamated  Transit  Union  Black  Caucus 
Asociacion  Tepeyac  de  New  York,  New  York,  NY 
Association  des  Palestiniens  en  France 
MarceMus  Barnes,  President,  Amalgamated  Transit  Union  Black 
Caucus 

Jan  Bartlett,  Producer.  Radio  SCR  Melbourne,*  Australia 
Willie  Lee  Bell,  retired  Recording  Secretary.  lAM&AW  Local  739 
and  15B4,*  Oakland,  CA 
Berkeley  Stop  the  War  Coalition,  Berkeley.  CA 
Berlin  Afrikanisches  Immigrantinnen  ProjekI,  Berlin,  Germany 
Wanda  J.  Black,  President/Bus.  Agent.  Local  241.  Amalgamated 
Transit  Union.*  Chicago.  IL 

Jackie  B.  Breckenridge,  International  Vice  President,  Amalgamated 
Transit  Union  AFL-CIO* 

Canadian  Arab  Federation,  Toronto.  Canada 

Canadian  Union  of  Postal  Workers,  Metro  Toronto  Region 

CARECEN,  Central  American  Resource  Center,  San  Francisco,  CA 

Caribbean  Students  Union,  New  York,  NY 

Daniel  Carreno,  Section  Syndicale  SUO  PIT  CRETEIL  PFC,  France 


Leroy  Collier,  President.  National  Association  of  Letter  Carriers, 
Branch  2200,*  Pasadena.  CA 

Comity  de  Lucha  Conciencia  y Libertad-CGH,  Mexico  City, 
Mexico 

Coordination  Nalionale  des  Sans  Papiers,  Pans,  France 
Patricia  Osorio  Cbrdova,  Sindicato  Independiente  Nacional  de 
Trabajadores  del  Colegio  de  Bachilleres  (SINTCB).*  Mexico  City, 
Mexico 

Michael  Crahan,  President,  LIUNA  Local  1141,*  San  Francisco.  CA 
Oay-Mer,  Turkish/Kurdish  Community  Centre.  London.  England 
Saikou  A.  Diallo,  President.  Amadou  Diallo  Educational 
Humanitarian  & Charitable  Foundation. • Maspeth,  NY 
Ron  Dicks,  V.P  for  Political  & Legislative  Action,  International 
Federation  of  Professional  & Technical  Engineers  Local  21.* 

San  Francisco.  CA 

Filipino  Workers  Association,  Richmond,  CA 
Freedom  Socialist  Party 

GEW,  Landesverband  Hamburg.  Hamburg,  Germany 
Nicholas  Harrigan,  Love  & Rage,*  Sydney,  Australia 
Leon  Harris,  Interim  Secretary-Treasurer.  International  Longshore 
and  Warehouse  Union,  Local  6.  Oakland,  CA 
John  Holmes,  Delegate.  Representative  Assembly.  Typographical 
Sector,  Northern  California  Media  Workers  Union  #39521,  CWA* 
Mustapha  Houamed,  Secretary.  Student  Committee  for  Peace  in 
Palestine,  St.  Denis  University,  Pans,  France 
Paul  Howes.  Organising  & Research  Assistant.  Labor  Council  of 
New  South  Wales,*  Sydney,  Australia 
Hakim  Huslen,  Chicago  Chapter  President,  Palestine  Aid  Society,* 
Chicago,  IL 


International  Federation  ol  Iraqi  Refugees  (Sydney)  Inc., 
Sydney,  Australia 

International  Longahore  and  Warehouse  Union  Local  6,  Oakland, 
CA 

International  Longahore  and  Warehouse  Union  Local  10,  San 
Francisco,  CA 
Internationalist  Group 
Geronimo  ji  Jaga 
Justice  Action,  Sydney.  Australia 
Kaws.EI.Karama  (newspaper),  Tunis.  Tunisia 
Zak  Khanlar,  Santa  Clara.  CA 

Randell  Kim,  previous  2nd  Vice  President.  AFSCME  Local  444 
Fidan  Kucuktepe,  Kurdish.  Turkish  Human  Rights  Committee. 
Melbourne.  Australia 

Kurdish,  Turkish  Human  Rights  Committee,  Melbourne.  Australia 
La  Raza  Centro  Legal,  San  Francisco.  CA 
Labor  Black  League  for  Social  Defense,  Oakland,  CA 
Labor  Council  for  Latin  American  Advancement  • SF  (LCLAA). 
San  Franasco.  CA 

Latino  Workers  Center,  New  York.  NY 

Adam  Lincoln,  Industrial  Workers  of  the  World,*  Sydney,  Australia 
Patricia  Loya,  Executive  Director.  Centro  Legal  de  la  Raza,* 
Oakland,  CA 

LTS-Conlracorriente,  Mexico  City,  Mexico 
Stephen  LysaghI,  President.  East  Bay  Area  Local.  American  Postal 
Workers  Union,*  Walnut  Creek,  CA 
Patricia  Macarthy-Schaefer.  Advisor.  Berlin  Afrikanisches 
Immigrantinnen  Projekt.  Berlin.  Germany 
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WORKERS  vanguard 


DAV  I-ABOR  program 

FRANCISCO 


VW  Photos 

Labor  contingents  at  February  9 protest  included  AFSCME  East  Bay  water  utility  workers  (opposite  page),  SF 
immigrant  workers  and  Laborers  International  parks  workers  at  Presidio. 


Local  10  meeting  that  the  union  endorse 
the  mobilization.  In  his  speech,  Thomas 
noted,  “There  arc  people  here  today  that 
don’t  necessarily  share  the  same  politi- 
cal views”  but  "we’re  all  here  to  stand 
together  against  the  issue  of  the  USA- 
Palriot  Act  and  the  Port  Maritime  Secur- 
ity Act.”  All  those  at  the  rally  were  able 
to  compare  openly  Thomas’  views  with 
those  of  the  Spartacist  League  speaker. 
Brian  Manning,  as  they  presented  two 
different  perspectives  on  which  way  for- 
ward for  the  working  class — class  col- 
laboration vs.  class  independence  from 
the  capitalists  and  their  state. 

Thomas  upheld  as  a mode!  the  “legacy 
of  Harry  Bridges.”  under  which  in  the 
1930s  "longshoremen  refused  to  load  and 
unload  cargo  in  the  form  of  scrap  iron  that 
was  destined  for  Japan."  Far  from  an  act 
of  international  working-class  solidarity, 
this  boycott  was  rather  very  much  in  line 
with  U.S.  imperialism’s  battle  with  their 


wv  Photo 


Arabic  sign  proclaims:  "Anti-Terror 
Laws  Target  Immigrants,  Blacks  and 
Labor.”  Mobilizing  leaflets  were 
issued  in  English,  Spanish,  Arabic 
and  Chinese. 


Japanese  capitalist  competitors  over 
which  of  these  gangs  of  robbers  would 
dominate  the  Pacific.  The  pre-World  War 
II  longshore  action  is  an  example  of  the 
same  poison  promoted  today  by  the  labor 
tops  that  pits  workers  of  different  coun- 
tries against  each  other.  This  protection- 
ism. premised  on  defending  American 
capitalism,  is  part  and  parcel  of  the  union 
bureaucracy’s  support  for  the  capitalist 
Democratic  Party. 

In  contrast  was  the  powerful  example 
of  Japanese  dock  workers  described  in 
greetings  read  to  the  rally  from  the 
Spartacist  Group  of  Japan:  "To  protest 
Japanese  imperialism’s  cooperation  in 
the  U.S. -led  war  in  Afghanistan,  dock 
workers  near  Nagasaki  showed  some  of 
their  potential  power  by  refusing  to  load 
Japanese  warships  bound  for  the  Indian 
Ocean.”  ILWU  members  also  greatly 
appreciated  meeting  a young  German 
worker  who  read  greetings  to  the  rally 
from  the  Spariakist-Jugend,  youth  group 
of  the  Spartakist  Workers  Party  of  Ger- 
many, section  of  the  International  Com- 
munist League. 

This  joint  action  by  immigrant,  black 
and  white  workers  here  in  the  U.S. 
against  the  bloodthirsty  U.S.  imperialist 
rulers  struck  a chord  internationally. 
Reflecting  the  international  character  of 
the  world  market  and  common  interests 
of  the  working  class  of  all  nations,  greet- 
ings to  the  rally  brought  attention  to 
the  struggles  of  immigrant  workers  from 
Zimbabweans,  Mozambicans  and  Baso- 
ihans  in  South  Africa  to  North  Africans, 
Turks  and  Kurds  in  Europe,  from  Kore- 
ans in  Japan  to  Asian  and  Middle  East- 
ern immigrants  in  Australia.  A solidarity 
statement  to  the  rally  by  Pedro  Wasiejko, 
secretary  of  international  relations  for  the 
Central  de  los  Trabajadores  Argentinos 
union  in  Buenos  Aires,  declared  that  in 
the  “profound  political  and  economic  cri- 
sis” of  that  country,  "the  social  discipli- 


narians of  today  are  basically  two;  unem- 
ployment on  one  side  and  judicial  prose- 
cution of  social  struggles  on  the  other.” 
Other  messages  of  support  came  from 
the  National  Federation  of  Undocu- 
mented Workers  of  France  (Coordination 
Nationale  des  Sans-Papiers  de  France), 
Australia  Asia  Worker  Links  and  the 
Brescia  branch  of  the  Italian  FIOM  (Fed- 
eration of  Metal  Workers  and  Employ- 
ees). which  has  been  very  actively 
involved  in  defense  of  Pakistani.  North 
African  and  Senegalese  immigrants  in 
Italy.  Statements  were  sent  by  sections 
of  the  ICL  not  only  in  Japan  but  Mexico. 
South  Africa,  France.  Britain.  Ireland. 
Germany.  Italy,  Canada  and  Australia. 

The  Oakland  demonstration  repudiated 
in  action  the  equation  of  the  working 
class  in  the  U.S.  with  the  racist,  imperial- 
ist U.S.  state — an  equation  pushed  both 
by  the  U.S.  ruling  class  and  tho.se  who 
killed  thousands  of  working  people  in  the 
attack  on  the  World  Trade  Center,  as  well 
as  nationalists  of  all  stripes,  and  widely 
believed  by  people  throughout  the  world. 
The  statement  by  the  Grupo  Espartaquisla 
de  Mdxico  in  particular  had  a strong 
impact  when  read  out  near  the  end  of 
the  demonstration.  Noting  that  Mexican 
immigrant  workers  in  the  U.S.  create  "a 
broad  human  bridge  between  the  working 
class  of  the  two  countries,"  it  went  on; 

"It  is  of  great  importance  for  workers 
and  the  oppressed  in  Mexico  to  see 
American  workers,  blacks,  immigrants 
and  youth  fighting  against  the  repressive 
and  racist  measures  of  the  U.S.  imperial- 
ist rulers.  Down  with  the  lie  of  national 
unity! 

"A  fundamental  part  of  our  fight  to 
forge  a revolutionary  and  internationalist 
workers  party  in  Mexico  is  to  expose  the 
lie  of  nationalism,  an  ideology  that  seeks 
to  deceive  the  workers,  tying  them  to 
their  own  exploiters....  The  true  allies  of 
the  Mexican  workers  are  not  their  brutal 
exploiters.  Their  true  allies  are  you;  the 
American  workers  fighting  for  their 
rights  and  those  of  all  the  oppressed.  For 


joint  cla.ss  struggle  against  capitalist  rul- 
ers in  Mexico  and  the  U.S.!" 

While  the  demonstration  helped  work- 
ers to  concretely  see  the  need  for  and  be 
part  of  joint  struggle  with  immigrant 
workers,  radical-minded  students  who 
came  from  as  far  away  as  Santa  Cruz  and 
Los  Angeles  were  impressed  to  see  the 
presence  of  workers  who  represent  the 
only  force  that  can  defeat  the  imperialist 
rulers  of  the  U.S.  and  put  an  end  to 
racism,  exploitation  and  war.  Students 
who  drove  up  from  the  University  of 
California  at  Santa  Cruz  were  joined  by  a 
contingent  of  high  school  students  from 
San  Francisco’s  School  of  the  Arts; 
among  others  were  students  from  Berke- 
ley High.  UC  Berkeley.  San  Francisco 
State  and  Oakland’s  Laney  College. 

In  contrast  to  other  recent  protest 
demonstrations,  this  rally  was  a mobi- 
lization of  the  working  class  and  the 
oppressed  independent  of  the  capital- 
ists, their  parties  and  their  state.  It  was 
built  despite  the  boycott  by  most  of 
the  rest  of  the  left,  who  claim  to  fight 
for  an  end  to  war  and  for  solidarity  with 
immigrants  but  who  will  not  breach 
the  bourgeoisie’s  “national  unity”  cam- 
paign. instead  placing  their  hopes  in  ally- 
ing with  the  liberal  Democratic  wing 
of  the  class  enemy.  The  International 
Socialist  Organization  flatly  refused  to 
endorse  the  protest,  falsely  counterposing 
a rally  at  the  San  Francisco  Marriott  for 
largely  immigrant  hotel  workers.  The 
Bolshevik  Tendency  attended  but  would 
not  endorse  the  demonstration;  the 
Socialist  Workers  Organization  and  Free- 
dom Socialist  Party  endorsed  but  did  not 
attend. 

This  demonstration  illustrated  on  a 
small  scale  what  a revolutionary  workers 
party  would  do.  The  task  ahead  of  us  is 
to  forge  such  a party,  in  political  struggle 
against  the  pro-capitalist  misleaders  of 
the  working  class,  which  will  mobilize 
all  the  oppressed  in  a united  struggle  for 
workers  power.  Those  who  labor  must 
rule.  Join  us!  ■ 


It  Took  $$$  to  Mobilize 
in  Defense 
of  Immigrant  Rights 


Building  the  successful  February 
9 labor/black/immigrant  mobiliza- 
tion in  Oakland  cost  a lot  of  money 
for  posters,  thefusands  of  flyers  and 
other  demonstration  expenses.  Show 
your  support  for  this  crucial  labor- 
centered  protest!  Send  donations  to: 
Panisan  Defense  Committee,  P.O. 
Box  99.  Canal  Street  Station.  New 
York,  NY  10013-0099.  Please  ear- 
mark checks  "Immigrant  Defense 
Demonstration.” 


Bro.  Joel  Magallan,  S.J.,  Executive  Director.  Asociacion  Tepeyac 
de  New  York,  New  York.  NY 

Thomas  Mahoney,  Local  Rep,  Finsbury  Park  Group,  RMT*,  London. 
England 

Fausto  Basurto  Maleno,  Secretary  of  Political  Matters.  Smdicato  de 
Trabaiadores  de  la  Industria  Ouinmea,  Petroquimica. 
Carboquimica,  Similares  y Anexos  de  la  Republica  Mexicana, 
CTM,  Local  97,  Michoac6n.  Mexico 
Ronald  Malone,  Shop  Steward,  HERE  Local  2.*  San  Francisco.  CA 
Martin  M.  Manteca,  Executive  Director,  Pilsen  Alliance.  Chicago,  IL 
Poumier  Maria.  Maitre  de  conference,  Universitd  Pans  VIII* 

Brian  McWilliama.  SFLC  delegate.  International  Longshore  and 
Warehouse  Union,*  San  Francisco,  CA 
Charles  Minster,  Steward  and  SFLC  delegate.  National  Park  and 
Public  Employees,  LIUNA  Local  1141,*  San  Francisco.  CA 
National  Union  of  Metalworkers  of  South  Africa  (NUMSA) 
Eugene  "Gus”  Newport,  former  Mayor,  Berkeley.  CA* 

NY  Labor  Black  League  for  Social  Defense,  New  York.  NY 
Kiilu  Nyasha,  Producer/Programmer,  "Connecting  the  Dots" 

KPOO  89.5  FM.*  San  Francisco,  CA 
October  22nd  Coalition.  San  Francisco,  CA 
Gary  Okihiro,  Professor.  Columbia  University,*  New  York,  NY 
One  World  Society.  Trinity  College,*  Dublin,  Ireland 
Ontario  Coalition  Against  Poverty,  Ontario.  Canada 
B6hija  Ouezin,  Citoyennes  des  2 rives,*  Pans,  France 
David  D.  Owen,  Executive  Board  Member,  Amalgamated  Transit 
Union,  Local  308,*  Chicago.  IL 
Pacific  Islanders'  Club,  San  Francisco  Stale  University.  San 
Francisco,  CA 

Partisan  Defense  Committee 

Raylene  Pileggi,  Regional  Education  Organization  Officer.  Canadian 
Union  of  Postal  Workers.  Metro  Toronto  Region 
Pilipino  Workers  Center  of  So.  Cal.,  Los  Angeles,  CA 


Pilsen  Alliance,  Chicago.  IL 

Politisliko  Kentro  ton  Laon  tis  Anatolis  (Gelira),  Athens.  Greece 
Radical  Women 

Agustin  Ramirez,  International  Organizer,  International  Longshore 
and  Warehouse  Union* 

Raza  Recruitment  and  Retention  Center,  Berkeley.  CA 
Revolutionary  Reconstruction  Club  @ Bronx  Community 
College,  Bronx,  NY 

German  Reyes,  Shop  Steward,  SEIU  Local  87.*  San  Francisco.  CA 
Wilson  Riles,  candidate,  Riles  for  Mayor,*  Oakland,  CA 
Eduardo  Rosario,  Vice  President.  GCIU  Local  4N.*  and  President, 
LCLAA-SF,  San  Francisco,  CA 

Michael  Rossman,  archivist.  Free  Speech  Movement  Archives,* 
Berkeley.  CA 

Stephanie  Ruby,  Secretary-Treasurer,  HERE  Local  2850,* 

Oakland,  CA 

Renee  Saucedo,  Director.  SF  Day  Labor  Program.  San  Francisco,  CA 
SF  Day  Labor  Program,  San  Francisco,  CA 
Gordon  Saticieli,  Accredited  Union  Representative.  Sydney  East 
Letters  Facility,  Communications,  Electrical.  Electronic.  Energy. 
Information.  Postal,  Plumbing  and  Allied  Services  Union,* 

Sydney,  Australia 

Section  Syndicate  SUD  PTT  CRETEIL  PFC,  France 
Earl  Silbar,  Chief  Steward,  AFSCME  Local  3506,*  Chicago,  IL 
Dwight  James  Simpson,  Professor.  International  Relations 

Department,  San  Francisco  State  University.*  San  Francisco,  CA 
Sindicato  de  Trabajadores  de  la  Industria  Quimica, 
Petroquimica.  Carboquimica,  Similares  y Anexos  de  la 
Republica  Mexicana.  CTM,  Local  97.  Michoacan,  Mexico 
Sindicato  Independiente  de  Trabajadores  de  la  Universidad 
Auldnoma  Metropolitana  (SITUAM),  Mexico  City.  Mexico 
Sindicato  Nacional  de  Trabajadores  de  la  Educacidn,  ESIA-IPN. 
Tecamachalco,  Mexico  City.  Mexico 


Donald  A.  Smith,  Executive  Board-Trustee,  NALC,*  Pasadena,  CA 
Stephen  Noble  Smith,  Living  Wage  Campaign,*  Cambridge,  MA 
Socialist  Workers  Organization 
SOS  Struggle  of  Students,  Hamburg,  Germany 
Spartacist  League/U.S. 

Spartacus  Youth  Club,  San  Francisco  Bay  Area 
M.  Still,  Staff  Rep,  National  Union  of  Rail.  Maritime  and  Transport,* 
London,  England 

Student  Committee  for  Peace  in  Palestine,  St.  Denis  University,* 
Pans,  France 

Senfo  Tonkam,  Chairman.  SOS  Struggle  of  Students.  Hamburg, 
Germany 

Union  of  Workers  of  the  National  Autonomous  University  of 
Mexico  (STUNAM),  Mexico  City,  Mexico 
David  Villarruel  Velasco.  Secretario  de  Relaciones  y Soiidandad, 
Sindicato  Independiente  de  Trabaiadores  de  la  Universidad 
Autbnoma  Metropolitana.  Mexico  City,  Mexico 
Ted  Wang,  Policy  Director.  Chinese  for  Affirmative  Action,*  San 
Francisco,  CA 

Everette  Whitfield,  Steward,  SEIU  Local  73.*  Chicago.  IL 
Ilona  Wilhelm,  Pressesprecherin.  GEW,  Landesverband  Hamburg. 
Hamburg.  Germany 

John  Williams,  Shop  Steward.  General  Motors  Holden,  Australian 
Manufacturing  Workers'  Union.'  Melbourne,  Australia 
Alejandro  Echevarria  Zarco,  Comitd  de  Lucha  Conciencia  y 
Libertad-CGH.  Mexico  City,  Mexico 
Steve  Zeltzer,  Bay  Area  Workers  Democracy  Network,*  San 
Francisco,  CA 

Gerald  Zero,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Teamsters  Local  70S,*  Chicago.  IL 
'Organizational  affiliation  for  identification  purposes  only. 
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Speeches  at  Bay  Area  Mobilization 

“Black  Rights,  Immigrant  Rights 
Go  Forward  Hand  in  Hand” 


f-  SlWw]  , 

leocc 


SL  speaker 
Brian  Manning 
rally  chairman 
Jeff  Higgins  of 
Bay  Area  Labo 
Black  League 
for  Social 
Defense. 


We  print  below  in  excerpted  form  a 
selection  of  speeches  from  the  February  9 
rally.  In  addition,  the  crowd  also  heard 
from  Eduardo  Palomo  of  the  SF  Day 
LMbor  Program:  John  Holmes  of  the 
Typographical  Sector,  Northern  Califor- 
nia Media  Workers  Union  No.  39521; 
Kiilu  Nyasha,  producer/programmer  of 
"Connecting  the  Dots"  (KPOO  89.5FM) 
and  Mike  R.  of  the  Bay  Area  Spartacus 
Youth  Club. 

Charles  Minster 

Steward  and  San  Francisco  Labor 
Council  delegate,  National  Park  and 
Public  Employees,  LIUNA  Local  1141 

I bring  you  apologies  from  my  presi- 
dent. who  couldn’t  be  here  but  who  has 
endorsed  this  demonstration.  He’s  a Viet- 
nam veteran  and  is  very  concerned  about 
the  erosion  of  our  civil  libertie.s  since 
9/1 1.  We  as  a union  at  the  Presidio  are 
under  attack  by  the  government,  which  is 
trying  to  privatize  that  park;  if  they’re 
successful  there,  they’ll  try  and  privatize 
the  parks  around  the  country.  As  it’s 
come  out  in  the  paper  recently,  they’re 
going  to  try  and  privatize  Amtrak.  We 
know  what  this  privatization  means  if  we 
look  around  the  world  at  what’s  been 
happening.  In  Argentina  the  water  supply 
was  privatized  and  Enron  became  the 
owner  of  the  water  supply  of  Buenos 
Aires.  They  milked  it.  they  threw  the 
workers  they  could  on  the  street,  and 
took  the  money  and  ran. 

We’re  here  today  to  defend  the  immi- 
grant population  against  the  attacks  of 
this  government.  It’s  always  the  case 
when  there’s  an  economic  decline — 
’’let’s  kick  the  immigrants  around.” 
That’s  the  way  this  government  gets  the 
average  working  stiff  not  to  look  above 
at  those  who  are  stealing  from  him  left 
and  right,  but  to  try  to  kick  that  person 
that’s  below  him.  I would  let  anybody  in 
the  labor  movement  know  this;  Unless 
we  as  an  organization,  the  AFL-CIO. 
defend  the  immigrants  in  this  country, 
we  won’t  have  a damn  chance  of  organiz- 
ing anybody  in  this  country  because 
today  the  immigrant  population  makes 
up  a good  percentage  of  the  workforce 
and  especially  of  the  unorganized  work- 
force. In  the  private  sector  over  90  per- 
cent of  the  workforce  is  unorganized. 
Every  one  of  us  who’s  a trade  unionist 
should  be  an  organizer  to  defend  the 
immigrant  population  and  win  them  to 
our  side. 

Adwoa  Oni 

Bay  Area  Labor  Black  League 
for  Social  Defense 

The  Labor  Black  League  for  Social 
Defense  stands  for  mobilizing  the  multi- 
racial working  class,  leading  all  the 
oppressed,  in  a united  struggle  against 
the  brutal  system  of  racist  oppression 
that  is  capitalist  America.  Fraternally 
allied  to  the  Spariacist  League,  a multi- 
racial revolutionary  Marxist  organiza- 
tion. the  Labor  Black  League  is  part  of 
the  revolutionary  movement  of  the  work- 
ers against  the  bosses  and  for  socialism. 

To  line  up  the  population  behind  their 
war-crazed  ambitions  abroad,  both  cap- 
italist parties,  the  twin  parlies  of  capi- 
tal. the  Democrats  and  Republicans,  are 
fanning  the  flames  of  patriotic  bigotry 
through  jingoistic  “united  we  stand”  anti- 
immigrant  campaigns.  They  are  fostering 
the  false  notion  that  the  ruling  class  has 
common  interests  with  the  workers  even 
as  living  standards  plunge  and  the  ranks 


of  the  unemployed  grow.  This  racist  lie 
means  accepting  second-class  status  for 
black  people  and  denial  of  citizenship 
rights  for  the  foreign  born.  This  assault 
has  particularly  targeted  immigrants  of 
Near  Eastern  origin.  The  racial  profiling 
of  Arabs  and  Muslims  is  promoted  by 
Attorney  General  John  Ashcroft,  a lover 
of  the  Confederate  flag,  the  bloody  flag 
of  slavery  and  racist  terror. 

Many  black  people  buy  into  the  capi- 
talist rulers’  campaign  to  pit  American- 
born  workers  against  immigrants.  The 
racist  white  ruling  class  promotes  the 
revolting  lie  among  black  people  that 
poor  immigrants  are  the  reason  why 
blacks  continue  to  be  forcibly  segregated 
at  the  bottom  of  this  society.  This  lie  is 
aided  and  abetted  by  black  demagogues 
like  Louis  Farrakhan.  He  denounces  the 
small  Arab  and  Asian  ghetto  shopkeep- 
ers as  "bloodsuckers.”  thereby  diverting 
black  people  away  from  a united  struggle 
with  immigrants  for  equality. 

At  the  same  time  immigrants  are  taught 
to  despise  black  people  by  swallowing 
wholesale  the  racist  filth  spread  by  the 
ruling  class  that  the  black  masses  remain 
at  the  bottom  because  they  lack  a “work 
ethic.”  Immigrant  workers  must  grasp 
that  the  fight  against  black  oppression  is 
central  to  any  struggle  to  defend  demo- 
cratic rights  in  America.  Black  rights, 
immigrant  rights  go  forward  hand  in  hand 
and  our  struggles  advance  the  cause  of 
emancipation  of  the  whole  working  class. 

Our  program  of  revolutionary  integra- 
tionism  means,  as  Karl  Marx  put  it. 
"Labor  cannot  emancipate  itself  in  the 
white  skin  where  in  the  black  it  is 
branded.”  This  emancipation  is  only  pos- 
sible in  a socialist  egalitarian  society 
based  on  the  fullest  integration  of  black 
people.  We,  the  workers — black,  white. 
Hispanic  and  Asian — create  the  wealth 
of  society.  Those  who  labor  must  rule! 

American  workers  must  rise  up  from 
their  knees,  fight  for  their  own  interests 
with  no  regard  to  the  interests  or  prop- 
erty rights  of  the  capitalist  exploiters. 
The  main  obstacle  to  such  independent 
political  action  by  the  working  class  is 
political  loyalty  to  the  Democratic  Parly. 
So  black  Bay  Area  Congresswoman  Bar- 
bara Lee  cast  the  sole  vole  against  giving 
Bush  a blank  check  for  war  powers.  But 
her  vole  also  served  to  foster  the  illusion 


that  the  racist  Democratic  Party,  the 
party  of  Jim  Crow,  the  party  of  massive 
prison  construction  and  wholesale  wel- 
fare destruction,. can  be  “pressured”  to 
serve  the  interests  of  workers,  blacks  and 
immigrants.  Black  Democrats  like  Lee 
are  positioning  themselves  to  contain 
and  head  off  increasing  discontent  as 
economic  recession  and  racist  repression 
devastate  the  working  class.  But  as  Mal- 
colm X once  said,  a vote  for  the  Demo- 
crats is  a vole  for  the  Dixiecrats. 

The  Labor  Black  League  stands  for 
the  building  of  a revolutionary  workers 
party  that  champions  the  cause  of  all  the 
oppressed.  It  is  time  to  fight  or  starve! 
For  a world  without  racial  oppression, 
without  imperialist  war.  join  the  Labor 
Black  League  for  Social  Defense  and 
fight  for  a socialist  future! 

Guillermo  Ponce  de  Leon 

Filipino  Workers  Association 

Warm  revolutionary  greetings  to  all! 

The  Filipino  Workers  Association  is 
supporting  the  struggle  of  the  immi- 
grants for  the  protection  of  their  rights. 
These  are  called  the  basic  human  rights, 
We  are  also  demanding  justice  for  the 
baggage  screeners  at  the  airport.  I read  in 
the  papers  that  about  800  baggage 
screeners  lost  their  jobs  because  of  the 
citizenship  requirement,  even  if  they  are 
technically  competent. 

Twice  in  about  the  last  two  or  three 
weeks,  we  held  demonstrations  in  front  of 


the  Philippine  consulate  in  San  Francisco, 
at  447  Sutter  Street,  where  we  decried  the 
situation  of  the  Filipino  workers  plus,  of 
course,  do  you  know  that  U.S.  troops  now 
have  been  introduced  in  the  Philippines? 
The  scenario  is  a repeat  performance  of 
Vietnam.  You  know,  they  sent  in  troops— 
right  now.  advisers,  trainers,  et  cetera, 
and  then  later  on  we  know  that  the  num- 
ber of  troops  will  increase,  and  so  they'll 
no  longer  just  be  operating  as  advisers  but  | 
as  regular  units,  maybe  battalion  strength  | 
or  even  regimental  strength  or  even  divt- ' 
sion  strength.  So,  the  thing  is,  many  I 
would  gel  killed,  and  among  those  who; 
would  die  will  be  American  youth  that] 
were  being  sent  to  fight  against  the' 
New  People’s  Army  and  the  Moro  Islamic 
Liberation  Front.  It’s  sad,  but  we  have  to 
do  something  now  to  wake  up  the  Amer- 
ican public. 

There  was  a Filipino  who  wrote  a let- 
ter to  the  editor,  to  the  San  Francisco 
Chronicle,  and  he  said  he  saw  the  dem- 
onstration in  front  of  the  Philippine  con- 
sulate on  Sutter  Street  and  they  were  air- 
ing the  same  "tired  anti-imperialist 
slogans.”  Now  this  gentleman  is  an  idiot, 
actually,  because  the  reason  why  there 
are  so  many  immigrants  in  the  United 
Stales,  the  reason  why  we  are  here,  is 
because  of  imperialism:  that’s  the  reason 
Because  imperialism  impedes  the  indus- 
trialization of  our  country,  and  year  to 
year  the  backward  agricultural  sector 
keeps  on  supplying  labor  which  cannni 
be  absorbed  by  industry.  So  what  will 
they  do  now?  What  will  the  citizens  of ' 
the  Philippines  do?  They  will  go  abroad 
to  pursue  survival;  they’ll  go  to  Saudi 
Arabia,  they’ll  go  to  Kuwait,  they’ll  go 
to  Canada,  they’ll  go  to  the  United 
States,  and  so  on.  So  that’s  the  reason 
why  we  are  here.  And  therefore,  instead 
of  saying  it’s  a "tired  slogan  of  anti- 
imperialism”  we  should  in  fact  shout 
"Down  with  U.S.  imperialism!” 

Steve  Bull 

Partisan  Defense  Committee 
(speaking  immediately  following  the 
statement  by  Mumia  Abu-Jamal) 

You  have  just  heard  the  words  of 
a powerful  spokesman  for  all  the  op- 
pressed— a man  who  as  a young  Black 
Panther  walked  these  very  street-s  in 
Oakland  when  he  worked  on  the  Pan- 
ther newspaper,  honing  his  skills  as  a 
journalist. 

Jamal  continues  to  speak  out  so  elo- 
quently— unbroken  and  unbowed — from 
his  death  row  cell.  We  must  not  let  them 
bury  Jamal  alive.  Workers,  minorities 
and  all  the  opponents  of  racist  capitalist 
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repression  must  mobilize  mass  pro- 
tests centered  on  the  social  power 
of  the  labor  movement  to  demand 
Jamal’s  immediate  release. 

There  are  those  who  still  persist  in 
calling  for  a new  trial  for  Jamal — an 
innocent  man.  sent  to  death  row  for 
his  political  views  in  a racist  frame- 
up  to  once  again  be  dragged  before 
the  very  forces  that  railroaded  him 
in  the  first  place!  1 ask  you  today: 

Can  we  expect  justice  from  a stale 
I that  assaults  and  arrests  striking 
' workers  and  labels  them  terrorists, 
as  was  done  to  the  Charleston  Five? 

I [roars  of  "No!”]  Can  we  expect  Jus- 
tice from  a state  that  rounds  up 
immigrants  and  deports  them?  Hell 
no!  Jamal  should  be  freed! 

We  place  no  confidence  in  the  cap- 
italist courts.  Rather  we  look  to  the 
power  represented  here  today  of  the 
working  people  and  the  oppressed 
engaged  in  social  struggle.  That  is 
what  has  kept  the  executioner  at 
bay — mass  protest  in  this  country 
and  internationally,  especially  by 
trade  unions  representing  millions  of 
workers  worldwide.  Jamal’s  freedom 
and  the  fight  for  black  liberation  are  inex- 
tricably linked  to  the  fight  for  the  eman- 
cipation of  labor  as  a whole. 

Steve  De  Caprio 

October  22nd  Coalition  Against 
Police  Brutality  and  Repression 

I’m  with  the  October  22nd  Coalition 
Against  Police  Brutality  and  Repression. 
We  stand  here  united  against  the  USA- 
Patriot  Act.  We  have  documented  5.000 
people  killed  by  the  U.S.  police  in  a span 
of  12  years;  that’s  5.000  people  dead  and 
counting. 

The  October  22nd  Coalition  looks  at 
the  USA-Patriot  Act  as  a green  light  for 
more  brutality  and  more  repression  when 
we’re  already  in  the  midst  of  an  epi- 


demic of  police  violence.  This  epidemic 
did  not  stop  on  September  1 Ilh  and  it  did 
not  start  on  September  1 Ith.  This  is  just 
giving  a green  light  for  more:  more  kill- 
ings. more  repression  and  now  sweeps  of 
immigrants.  We  stand  united  against  this 
repression  and  against  this  brutality  with 
all  of  you  here  today,  and  thank  you  for 
having  this  event,  and  I really  appreciate 
the  people  who  organized  it. 

Clarence  Thomas 

Secretary-Treasurer,  ILWU  Local  10 

Good  afternoon,  brothers  and  sisters. 
I’m  glad  that  I didn’t  hear  any  snickers 
when  my  name  was  called.  That  happens 
on  many  occasions,  and  I always  respond 
in  this  fashion:  The  judge  and  I had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  selecting  our  names,  but 
we’ve  had  a hell  of  a lot  to  do  with  our 
reputations,  and  I’m  proud  of  mine. 

The  first  thing  I’d  like  to  say  today 
is  that  this  is  an  important  occasion. 
Let’s  not  worry  about  how  many  people 
are  here  today.  The  important  thing  is 
that  there  are  people  here  today  that 
don't  necessarily  share  the  same  political 
views,  who  don’t  have  the  same  political 
agendas,  because  this  is  a united-front 
effort.  We’re  all  here  to  stand  together 
against  the  issue  of  the  USA-Patriot  Act 
and  the  Port  Maritime  Security  Act.  So 
let’s  give  a round  of  applause  for  us  being 
here  today,  [applause] 

22  FEBRUARY  2002 


This  Port  Maritime  Security  Act  is  a 
terrible  thing.  !t  reminds  me  of  what 
longshoremen  endured  during  the  1950s 
when  the  Magnuson  Act  was  in  effect. 
And  what  that  did  was  target  people  who 
worked  on  the  waterfront  for  their  politi- 
cal views.  If  you  were  a Communist,  on 
the  left,  or  were  a person  who  spoke 
out  against  the  government  during  the 
McCarthy  era,  you  were  forbidden  from 
working  military  cargo.  Before  that  law 
was  sub.sequenily  overturned  by  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court,  thousands  of  dockwork- 
ers’  lives  were  disrupted,  and  many  of 
them  had  to  leave  the  waterfront.  So  this 
is  nothing  new  for  longshoremen,  and 
many  of  our  young  members  who  are 
here  today  need  to  understand  that. 


We  are  the  union  that  refused  to  load 
ships  destined  for  South  Africa.  When 
Nelson  Mandela  came  to  the  Bay  Area 
after  his  release,  he  acknowledged  the 
work  of  the  ILWU.  During  the  legacy  of 
Harry  Bridges,  one  of  the  founders  of  this 
great  union,  longshoremen  refused  to 
unload  and  load  cargo  in  the  form  of 
scrap  iron  that  was  destined  for  Japan.  We 
have  a long  history  of  speaking  out  on 
issues  of  economic  and  social  justice,  and 
we  know  that  the  government  does  not 
like  that,  the  employer  does  not  like  that. 

So  we  see  this  as  another  move,  with 
these  background  checks,  to  undermine 
the  authority  and  the  power  of  unions, 
because  this  is  what  it  does;  when  people 
who  may  have  committed,  let’s  say,  an 
indiscretion — "youthful  indiscretion”  is 
what  Bush  described  his  run-ins  with  the 
law;  he  said  it  was  “youthful  indiscre- 
tions.” Well,  that  also  applies  to  us,  too. 
Many  of  our  people  have  committed 
youthful  indiscretions.  But  more  impor- 
tantly. racial  profiling  has  targeted  blacks, 
people  of  color,  and  our  union  is  one  of 
the  most  diverse  unions  in  the  country.  So 
we  see  the  background  checks  as  a means 
of  determining  who  can  and  cannot  work 
on  the  waterfront.  And  that  is  wrong. 

In  1934  a historic  strike  was  engaged 
by  our  union  that  shut  down  the  entire 
city  of  San  Francisco.  One  of  the  princi- 
ples of  that  strike  had  to  do  with  our  hav- 


ing our  own  union  hall,  because  the 
employer  and  the  bosses  were  determin- 
ing who  could  work.  Here  we  are  again, 
brothers  and  sisters,  with  these  back- 
ground checks  determining  who  can  and 
cannot  work.  And  that  is  wrong.  We  must 
come  together.  1 don’t  care  how  long  it 
takes,  to  get  that  message  across. 

What  I would  like  to  do  right  now  is  to 
lead  you  in  a chant.  And  it  goes  like  this; 
To  heck  with  background  checks!  An 
injury  to  one  is  an  injury  to  all! 

Brian  Manning 

Spartacist  LeaguelU.S. 

We're  showing  that  we  have  some 
power  today,  that  these  attacks  on  im- 
migrants and  workers  will  not  go  unans- 


wered— and  believe  me.  people  are 
watching  this  all  over  the  world.  This  is 
the  first  effort  to  mobilize  the  power  of 
the  working  class  independently,  against 
"national  unity”  here  in  the  belly  of  the 
American  imperialist  beast. 

The  liberals  and  reformists  assert  that 
the  system  can  be  more  humane,  more 
just,  if  only  there  were  a few  cosmetic 
changes.  But  capitalism  cares  for  nothing 
but  profit,  and  there’s  millions  of  starv- 
ing broken  bodies,  millions  of  corpses, 
from  Argentina  to  Iraq  to  Afghanistan,  to 
prove  it. 

The  attacks  on  immigrants  and  the 
working  class  that  we  are  addressing  at 
the  rally  today  cannot  be  separated  from 
the  broader  aims  of  the  ruling  class.  The 
American  colossus,  waving  the  criminal 
destruction  of  the  World  Trade  Center  on 
9/11  like  a bloody  shirt,  lashed  out  at 
Afghanistan  to  assert  its  unchallenged 
supremacy  as  the  world’s  nuclear  cow- 
boy. Now  the  American  imperialists  are 
plotting  their  next  moves  in  an  open- 
ended  "war  on  terrorism” — be  it  attacks 
on  Iraq.  Iran  or  North  Korea.  We  de- 
fended Iraq  and  then  Afghanistan  when 
lliey  were  attacked  by  the  imperialist  war 
machine,  and  we  will  do  so  again. 

The  imperialists  are  able  to  go  un- 
checked only  because  of  the  destruction 
of  the  Soviet  workers  state.  In  Afghani- 
stan, when  the  Soviets  intervened  against 


the  woman-hating  mujahedin  in 
1979,  we  said:  Hail  Red  Army!  For 
once,  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy  was 
unequivocally  on  the  side  of  social 
progress,  offering  the  possibility  of 
extending  the  social  gains  of  the  1917 
Russian  Revolution  to  the  downtrod- 
den and  impoverished  Afghan  peo- 
ples. particularly  the  brutally  enslaved 
women.  When  the  Soviets  withdrew 
in  1989.  it  was  a colossal  betrayal 
which  opened  the  door  to  capitalist 
counterrevolution  throughout  East- 
ern Europe  and  the  Soviet  Union. 

Now  that  the  Taliban  is  in  the  sights 
of  the  ruling  class,  the  fake  lefts, 
groups  like  the  ISO  and  Socialist 
Action,  rail  against  them.  But  when 
the  U.S.  was  arming  the  anti-Soviet 
mujahedin,  they  echoed  the  imperial- 
ists and  lined  up  against  the  Soviet 
Union.  The  RCP.  the  parent  group  of 
the  October  22nd  Coalition,  even 
recently  bragged  that  Maoists  were 
fighting  alongside  the  mujahedin 
against  the  Soviets!  Not  surprisingly, 
the  same  scoundrels  applauded  the 
destruction  of  the  USSR,  which  we 
defended  till  the  bitter  end.  despite 
its  Stalinist  degeneration. 

So  the  bourgeoisie  is  screaming  for 
blood,  but  also  the  agents  of  the  ruling 
class  within  the  working  class — the  trade- 
union  bureaucrats — are  doing  the  same. 
AFL-CIO  head  John  Sweeney  says  that 
“no  sacrifice  is  too  great"  for  workers  to 
make  in  the  U.S.  capitalists’  reactionary 
"war  on  terror.”  The  labor  bureaucracy  is 
the  top  layer  of  the  unions  which  long  ago 
separated  itself  from  its  working-class 
base  and  which  sees  through  the  same 
lens  as  the  capitalists  and  their  govern- 
ment. It  conciliates  bourgeois  authority, 
both  political  and  juridical,  and  that’s 
where  the  poison  is.  So  the  ILWU  Inter- 
national won’t  oppose  the  Maritime 
Security  Act  but  are  trying  to  blunt  it. 
But  you  can’t  modify  the  weapon  that 
the  bosses  want  to  use  to  beat  down  the 
workers. 

The  ILWU  International  is  offering 
longshoremen  to  police  the  docks  while 
pointing  to  the  port  truckers  to  be  targeted 
by  the  MSA.  This  is  poison,  like  protec- 
tionism is  poison,  like  the  anti-Japanese 
chauvinism  during  World  War  II — a 
war  between  many  imperialist  powers  to 
divide  up  the  world — was  protectionist 
poison.  Now,  it  is  not  the  job  of  the  work- 
ers to  enforce  the  laws,  “security”  or  oth- 
erwise. that  will  be  used  against  them. 
Cops  and  security  guards  have  no  place  in 
the  union  movement. 

The  trade-union  bureaucrats  are  the 
agents  of  the  capitalists,  and  you  can  see 
that  in  particular  by  the  role  of  the  trade- 
union  bureaucrats  tying  the  working 
class  to  the  Democratic  Party.  You  can- 
not have  a government  that  serves  two 
masters.  The  workers  and  the  capitalists 
have  irreconcilable  interests;  the  capital- 
ists want  to  extract  as  much  profit  as 
possible,  drive  down  wages,  etc.  The 
capitalists  have  a state  to  help  them  do 
this — the  cops,  the  courts,  the  prisons — 
and  then  they  try  to  scam  you  and  say 
this  is  democracy.  Well,  it  isn’t  a democ- 
racy, it's  a ball  and  chain,  and  the  trade- 
union  misieaders  telling  you  to  vote  for 
the  lesser  evil,  they're  the  chain  tying 
you  to  the  ball.  A class-struggle  leader- 
ship in  the  trade  unions  must  be  forged,  a 
leadership  that  knows  who  our  friends 
are  and  who  our  enemies  are.  We  need 
a workers  party  to  fight  for  a workers 
government. 

In  fighting  every  injustice  and  every 
oppression,  we  in  the  Spartacist  League 
have  the  aim  of  making  the  working  class 
as  a whole  conscious  of  its  historic  tasks: 
bringing  down  this  whole  system  of 
greed,  exploitation  and  war  that  is  capi- 
talism. It’s  necessary  to  fight,  and  in  the 
process  forge  a party  of  professional  rev- 
olutionaries that  acts  as  a tribune  of  the 
people — addressing  questions  like  the 
oppression  of  women,  the  right  to  abor- 
tion; a party  that  fights  against  anti-gay 
bigotry;  a party  that  recognizes  the  cen- 
trality of  the  fight  against  black  oppres- 
sion in  the  fight  for  socialist  revolution. 
Join  us  in  this  fightlB 


^ii 
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■Patriot  Ai 
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WV  Photos 

Labor  Black  League  speaker  Adwoa  Oni  at  rally  podium,  with  Alma  Gomez,  who  translated  into  Spanish.  Right:  ILWU 
Local  10  Secretary-Treasurer  Clarence  Thomas. 
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(continued  from  page  S) 

over  iiself  lo  support  the  U.S.  bombing  of 
Afghanistan  despite  its  professed  "neu- 
trality,*’ the  "war  on  terrorism”  has  like- 
wise meant  increased  racist  terror.  As 
the  Dublin  Spartacist  Group,  section 
of  the  ICL.  stated  in  its  greetings  to  the 
February  9 demonstration.  “The  subse- 
quent upsurge  of  anti-immigrant  racism 
resulted  two  weeks  ago  in  the  murder  of 
a Chinese  student  by  a racist  gang.  Hun- 
dreds of  Irish  and  Chinese  people  took 
to  the  streets  to  protest  this  murder. 
We  distributed  a leaflet  which  told  who 
was  really  responsible:  ‘Capitalist  State’s 
Anti-Immigrant  Crusade  Fuels  Racist 
Murder  of  Chinese  Student.’...  We  have 
told  workers,  youth  and  others  about  this 
Bay  Area  demonstration  as  an  example  of 
what  is  necessary  in  response  to  racist  ter- 
ror: mobilisations  of  the  social  power  of 
the  integrated  working  class.” 

For  Class  Unity  with 
Mexican  Workers! 

Any  fight  to  defend  immigrant  rights  in 
the  U.S.  must  address  the  plight  of  work- 
ers from  Mexico  and  elsewhere  in  Latin 
America  who  make  up  a large  proportion 
of  immigrant  workers  here.  We  fight  for 
full  citizenship  rights  for  all  immigrants, 
“legal”  and  "illegal,”  and  oppose  NAFTA 
(and  its  extension  to  the  rest  of  the  hemi- 
sphere under  the  FTAA).  which  has 
meant  the  “free  trade”  rape  of  Mexico  by 
U.S.  imperialism.  But  the  pro-imperialist 
AFL-CIO  leadership  condemns  NAFTA 
from  the  standpoint  of  chauvinist  protec- 
tionism, targeting  Mexican  workers  for 
rabid  denunciation. 

Breaking  the  chains  forged  by  the  labor 
tops  that  shackle  the  proletariat  in  the 
U.S.  to  its  "own”  ruling  class  is  central  to 
a revolutionary  perspective  throughout 
the  hemisphere.  Across  the  border,  our 
comrades  of  the  Grupo  Espartaquista  de 
Mexico  fight  to  break  the  proletariat  there 
from  the  nationalism  that  binds  it  to  the 
Mexican  bourgeoisie.  In  its  greetings  lo 
the  demonstration,  the  GEM  stressed  that 
“the  fight  of  workers  for  a just  society  in 
Mexico  cannot  be  completed  without  sol- 
idarity in  struggle  with  their  class  broth- 
ers on  the  other  side  of  the  border.” 

Among  the  endorsements  garnered  for 
the  protest  by  the  GEM  was  that  of  some 
6(X)  striking  chemical  workers  in  Mi- 
choacan.  members  of  the  CTM  union 
federation.  It  is  a measure  of  the  poten- 
tial for  joint  class  struggle  that  these 
striking  workers  reached  across  the  bor- 
der in  solidarity  with  a demonstration  in 
the  U.S.  It  also  flies  in  the  face  of  the 
line  peddled  by  the  centrist  International- 
ist (3roup  (IG).  which  claims  that  the 
corporatist  CTM — whose  bureaucracy  is 
lied  to  the  former  ruling  party,  the  Institu- 
tional Revolutionary  Party — is  in  no  way 


a workers  organization.  The  IG  writes  off 
the  CTM  in  order  to  pander  to  the  phony 
"anti-imperialist”  posture  of  the  "left” 
bourgeois-nationalist  Parly  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Revolution,  which  has  the  support 
of  the  bureaucrats  of  the  "independent” 
unions,  deemed  by  the  IG  to  be  the  only 
“real"  unions  in  Mexico. 

Elsewhere  in  Latin  America,  a team 
of  ICL  comrades  publicized  the  labor- 
centered  mobilization  in  Argentina, 
which  has  been  shaken  by  mass  protests 
against  the  harsh  austerity  measures  dic- 
tated by  the  International  Monetary  Fund 
and  enforced  by  the  Argentine  rulers, 
who  are  beholden  to  imperialist  pat- 
ronage. In  his  greetings  to  the  demon- 
stration. the  secretary  of  international 
relations  of  the  CTA  union  federation 
declared: 

‘The  social  disciplinarians  of  today  arc 
basically  two:  unemployment  on  one 
side  and  judicial  prosecution  of  social 
struggles  on  the  other.  The  most  illustra- 
tive case  of  the  latter  is  that  of  Emilio 
All.  a young  man  condemned  lo  five  and 
a half  years  in  prison  for  pleading  for 
food  at  a supermarket  at  the  head  of  a 
line  of  unemployed  people. 

“From  Argentina,  the  Centra!  de  los  Tra- 
bajadores  Argentinos  sends  out  its  soli- 
darity and  support  to  your  struggle  for 
civil  rights  and  on  the  road  toward  con- 
structing a world  of  greater  justice  and 
solidarity." 

We  say:  Down  with  NAFTA  and  the 
FTAA!  For  socialist  revolution  through- 
out the  Americas! 

Anti-Immigrant  Terror  in 
“Fortress  Europe” 

No  less  than  in  the  U.S..  the  need  for 
the  organized  workers  movement  to 
mobilize  in  defense  of  immigrant  work- 
ers is  posed  poiniblank  throughout  racist 
“Fortress  Europe.”  From  the  Labour 
Parly  in  Britain  lo  the  Socialist  Parly  in 
France  and  the  Social  Dem’ocrais  (SPD) 


in  Germany,  the  social  democrats  cur- 
rently administer  capitalist  stales  in  much 
of  West  Europe,  enforcing  the  racist  re- 
pression that  in  turn  feeds  the  growth  of 
the  far  right  and  fascists. 

The  German  city  of  Hamburg  has  been 
targeted  as  a hotbed  of  "Islamic  terror- 
ism”— a "city  of  sleepers” — by  the  SPD 
capitalist  government  and  the  media.  On 
December  9,  Achidi  John  was  killed 
while  in  police  custody,  a victim  of  the 
sadistic  use  of  induced  vomiting,  a means 
of  torture  meted  out  to  immigrants  by  the 
government  in  its  “war  on  drugs.”  Some 
140  mostly  immigrant  students  have  been 
subjected  to  computerized  “racial  profil- 
ing" (Rasterfahndung)  and  hauled  in  for 
police  "interrogation.”  Among  those  vic- 
timized was  Abdelwahab  Osman  K.-M,. 
a German  researcher  of  Sudanese  origin, 
whose  apartment  was  ransacked  by  police 
while  he  was  on  vacation  and  whose 
name  was  dragged  through  the  mud  for 
weeks  in  the  bourgeois  press.  An  interna- 
tional arrest  warrant  was  issued  against 
him  only  to  be  lifted  for  lack  of  proof. 
Our  comrades  of  the  Hamburg  Spartakist 
Youth  organized  a protest  at  his  uni- 
versity, demanding  "Hands  Off  Abdel- 
wahab! Down  With  the  RasterfahndungV* 
and  issued  a leaflet  raising  the  call.  “For 
Student/Immigranl/Worker  Mobilizations 
Against  Racist  Slate  Terror.” 

Our  comrades  not  only  pointed  to  the 
role  of  the  ruling  Social  Democrats  in 
perpetrating  anti-immigrant  outrages  but 
also  exposed  illusions  in  the  Party  of 
Democratic  Socialism  (PDS),  which  is 
peddled  as  an  alternative  lo  the  SPD  by 
much  of  the  fake  left.  The  PDS  is  the 
social-democratic  heir  of  the  Stalinist 
bureaucracy  that  sold  out  the  East  Ger- 
man deformed  workers  stale  to  West  Ger- 
man imperialism.  The  counterrevolution- 
ary reunification  of  Germany  in  1990 
brought  in  its  wake  mass  unemployment, 
rising  fascist  terror  and  the  devastation  of 
the  East,  while  encouraging  attacks  on 
the  living  standards  of  the  working  class 
throughout  Germany. 

As  the  Spartakist  Youth  leaflet  ex- 
plained, the  PDS'  treachery  "paved  the 
way  for  12  years  of  massive  attacks  on 
Che  workers  and  for  the  deployment  of  the 
Bundeswehr  (German  army]  all  over  the 
world.  Since  then  the  PDS  has  been  lust- 
ing to  participate  for  German  imperial- 
ism in  the  government.”  Now  the  PDS, 
which  continues  to  have  the  support  of 
many  workers  in  the  East,  has  joined  the 
SPD  in  a coalition  government  in  Berlin, 
the  more  effectively  to  administer  anti- 
working-class  austerity  and  to  enforce  it 
by  unleashing  more  cops  on  the  streets. 

In  a chilling  demonstration  that  the 
"war  on  terror”  is  aimed  against  the  work- 
ers movement  as  a whole,  on  February  2 
the  SPD  government  in  Munich  deployed 
hundreds  of  cops  to  surround  the  DGB 
trade-union  hall  as  an  anti-NATO  meet- 
ing was  taking  place  inside.  It  was  only 
the  mobilization  of  workers  who  came 
out  to  the  meeting  site  upon  hearing  of 
this  massive  police  provocation  that 
persuaded  the  cops  to  stand  down  and 
let  the  anti-NATO  protesters  leave  the 


building  unmolested.  One  unionist  re- 
marked that  not  since  Hiller  had  a union 
building  been  surrounded  by  cops.  But 
the  force  behind  the  police  provocation 
was  not  Hitlerite  Nazis  but  the  SPD, 
whose  base  is  in  fact  the  unionized  work-| 
ers  of  Germany.  Moreover,  many  of  ihej 
cops  who  surrounded  the  hall  are,  gro-| 
lesquely.  members  of  the  DGB  union  fed-i 
eration  I The  Spartakist  Workers  Party  and 
Spartakist  Youth  demand:  Cops  out  of  the 
unions! 

In  the  tow  of  the  West  European] 
social-democratic  governments  is  the] 
bulk  of  the  reformist  and  centrist  left,| 
who  invariably  call  for  a vote  to  these  I 
class  traitors  in  the  name  of  "fighting  the  I 
right.”  In  France,  this  means  support  to 
the  Socialist-led  popular-front  govern-' 
menl  that  presides  over  Vigipirate  slate 
terror.  The  reformist  Lutte  Ouvriere  (LO) 
strikes  a left  posture  by  opposing  a vote 
lo  the  popular  front  in  the  upcoming  | 
presidential  elections.  But  its  deafen- 
ing silence  on  Vigipirate  amounts  to  a 
tacit  embrace  of  this  anti-immigrant  state 
repression,  which  is  a central  mechanism! 
for  lying  the  working  class  to  the  capital- 
ist  rulers  against  a feared,  loathed  and! 
invented  "enemy  within.”  The  reformist 
and  centrist  groups  who  support  the  pop- 
ular front  likewise  serve  to  bind  workers 
in  France  to  their  "own”  rulers  by  ped- 
dling anti-American  nationalism. 

In  their  greetings  to  the  February  9 
demonstration,  our  comrades  of  the  Liguc 
Trotskysle  de  France  (LTF)  noted; 

“Your  demonstration  also  gives  us  the 
chance  to  fight  against  anti-American 
chauvinism  which  is  spread  far  and  wide 
by  the  bourgeoisie  here.  Even  parties 
which  claim  to  be  socialist  push  this 
chauvinism,  pretending  that  all  the 
world's  problems  come  from  the  U S. 
We  seek  to  demonstrate  to  French  work- 
ers that  their  best  ally  against  capitalism 
is  the  international  working  class.  Your 
mobilization  in  the  United  States  allows 
us  to  introduce  workers  to  international- 
ism in  action." 

In  France,  as  throughout  West  Europe,  a 
strong  component  of  workers  of  immi- 
grant origin  are  integrated  in  the  working 
class  in  strategic  sectors  of  industry.  This 
underlines  the  critical  importance  of  the 
defense  of  immigrants  in  advancing  the 
cause  of  the  revolutionary  unity  of  the 
proletariat. 

For  a Revolutionary 
Workers  Party! 

The  Bay  Area  mobilization  in  defense, 
of  immigrants  had  particular  resonance 
in  Australia,  where  John  Howard’s  right 
wing  Liberal  government,  backed  byi 
the  Australian  Labor  Party  (ALP)  tops, 
is  waging  a barbaric  campaign  against, 
refugees,  many  of  them  Afghans,  Iraqis] 
and  Iranians.  This  has  provoked  des-^ 
perate  protests  in  refugee  detention  | 
camps,  with  hundreds  threatening  sui- 
cide or  going  on  hunger  strikes,  some! 
even  stitching  their  lips  together  withj 
fence  wire  and  torn  blankets.  It  has  alsOi 
sharply  polarized  Australian  society,  as  I 
demonstrations  erupt  in  cities  around] 
the  country  against  the  brutal  incarcer 
ation  of  asylum-seekers  and  thousands] 
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hat  are  politically  close  to  the  bourgeois- 
ladonalist  PRD.  This  position  has  no 
)urpose  other  than  to  relieve  the  IG 
)t  having  to  defend  the  CTM  unions 
from  the  bosses’  offensive  and  to  prettify 
he  pro-PRD  bureaucracy.  Defense  of  the 
unions  is  concrete;  the  IG  has  not  writ- 
ten a single  word  about  one  of  the  most 
niportant  union  struggles  in  recent  years, 
the  strike  of  45.000  CTM-organized 
sugar  workers  that  was  declared  ‘'non- 
existent” by  the  government  in  December 
2000.  The  IG  has  also  declared  it  "non- 
existent" in  their  minds.  They  said  not 
one  word  in  this  respect  because  it  would 
be  in  contradiction  to  their  mythology 
about  the  nature  of  the  CTM. 

The  development  of  the  unions,  as 
Leon  Trotsky  explained,  is  characterized 
by  their  ever-closer  connection  to  the 
state.  In  Mexico  this  took  the  form  of 
corporatism:  the  organization  of  society 
viihin  social  "corporations”  or  “sectors.” 
Mexican  corporatism  was  consummated 
with  the  integration  of  the  CTM  into 
Lazaro  Cardenas’  PRM  (Party  of  the 
Mexican  Revolution)  in  1938.  This  is  not 
exclusive  to  Mexico;  in  Argentina,  trade 
unions  have  been  linked  to  the  Peronist 
bourgeois  party  for  decades,  and  yet 
today  they  feel  pressured  to  lead  gen- 
eral strikes.  The  CTM  bureaucracy  has 
a well-deserved  reputation  for  using 
the  most  brutal  methods  to  discipline 
the  working  class.  But  Marxists  do  not 
choose  to  our  liking  either  the  arena 
of  our  work  or  the  conditions  of  our 
activity.  The  class  antagonisms  which 
are  inherent  to  capitalism  are  such  that 
they  will  burst  out  independently  of 
the  particular  superstructure  of  the  cap- 
italist regime.  Essentially,  the  point  is 
to  struggle  to  win  the  advanced  layer  of 
the  working  class  to  the  struggle  for 
socialism. 


announce  their  willingness  to  shelter 
escaped  refugees.  Our  comrades  of  the 
Spartacist  League/Australia  have  inter- 
vened in  meetings  and  protests  to  fight 
for  union/minoriiy  action  to  defend  refu- 
gees and  immigrants,  arguing  in  a 10  Feb- 
ruary leaflet: 

"The  racist  ruling  class  won't  be  swayed 
by  the  servile  appeals  to  their  ‘morals’ 
pushed  by  the  Labonte  left  and  liberals. 
The  capitalists'  only  'moral'  calculus  is 
their  bottom  line.  To  carry  out  huge  job 
massacres  and  shredding  of  health  care, 
education  and  welfare  unopposed,  the 
capitalists  whip  up  racism  to  divide  the 
working  class,  going  after  the  most  vul- 
nerable first,  so  as  to  paralyse  workers' 
ability  to  struggle.  But  the  working  class, 
with  its  strategic  immigrant  component, 
makes  the  wheels  of  profit  turn.  A politi- 
cal strike  combining  defence  of  immi- 
grants with  opposition  to  union-busting 
attacks  would  be  a major  step  in  the  fight 
to  push  back  the  bosses’  union-busting 
and  divisive  racist  schemes.  Asylum  now 
and  full  citizenship  rights  for  refugees 
and  all  immigrants!  Close  the  concentra- 
tion camps!  No  deportations!" 

When  Labor  competed  with  the  Liber- 
als in  racist  tirades  against  desperate  ref- 
ugees during  last  November’s  election 
campaign,  it  provoked  outrage  among 
immigrant  workers,  who  make  up  a large 
pan  of  the  membership  of  many  unions. 
Reflecting  such  anger  at  the  base,  the 
Laborite  trade-union  tops  have  set  up 
"Labor  for  Refugees.”  which  avows 
‘Opposition  to  mandatory  detention.  This 
is  a significant  break  in  the  climate  of 
racist  reaction.  But  the  union  tops,  and 
reformist  groups  like  the  International 
Socialist  Organisation  (ISO),  seek  to 
''teer  opposition  to  the  government’s 
attacks  right  back  into  support  to  the  ALP. 
'^hich  bears  direct  responsibility  for  the 
anti-immigrant  and  anti-union  policies. 
Hailing  Labor  leader  Simon  Crean’s  call 
for  detained  children  to  be  released  to 
foster  care  as  a "massive  boost  to  every 
refugee.”  the  ISO  simply  enthuses  over 
Labor  for  Refugees,  whose  aim  is  to  pres- 
‘‘Urc  the  ALP  into  a more  "compassion- 
ate" policy,  as  a “terrific  breakthrough" 
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In  the  same  article  cited  above,  the  IG 
presents  its  "analysis”  of  corporatism: 
"...in  the  key  struggle  that  consolidated 
the  corporalist  nature  of  the  CTM.  the 
imposition  of  a leader,  Jesus  Diaz  de 
Lc6n  (known  as  'el  charro'  [the  cow- 
boyl),  by  the  right-wing  PRl  government 
of  Miguel  Alcmdn  on  the  combative 
railroad  workers  in  1948-49.  the  former 
union  leaders  including  the  dissident  Sta- 
linist Valentin  Campa  were  arrested  and 
then  expelled  from  the  rail  union  under 
the  exclusion  clause,  leading  to  their  fir- 
ing by  the  railroads.’’ 

The  IG  doesn’t  even  mention  the  entry  of 
the  CTM  into  the  PRM  of  Cdrdenas  in 
1938;  instead,  it  is  clear  that  for  them  the 
event  that  transformed  the  class  nature  of 
the  overwhelming  majority  of  the  unions 
back  then. ..was  the  expulsion  of  the  Sta- 
linist Valentin  Campa!  The  so-called 
"charrazo"  marked  the  end  of  the  "dem- 
ocratic” pretensions  of  the  bureaucracies, 
but  to  maintain  that  it  made  any  qualita- 
tive, class  difference  is  simply  ridiculous. 
All  of  them — Stalinists,  Lombardists, 
Fidelists  (after  the  late  CTM  head  Fidel 
Velazquez] — were  in  agreement  about 
one  thing  in  those  years:  the  working 
class  should  be  subordinated  to  the  PRM- 
PRI.  The  only  difference  was  over  which 
clique  should  lead  this  "historic  alliance.” 
The  PCM  (Communist  Party  of  Mexico), 
embodied  in  the  Campa  union  leadership, 
was  one  of  the  principal  instigators  of  the 
CTM’s  entry  into  the  Cardenisl  PRM. 
Lombardo  Toledano,  the  first  secretary 
general  of  the  CTM,  was  a Stalinist 
lackey  and  a direct  agent  of  Stalin’s  GPU; 
he  licked  the  boots  of  each  and  every  one 
of  the  presidents  of  the  PRM-PRl  until 
his  death  and  was  compiicit  in  the  assas- 
sination of  Trotsky  in  1940.  The  IG  rails 
against  the  gangsterism  of  the  post-war 
CTM  bureaucrats,  but  they  prefer  to  close 
their  eyes  to  the  murderous  Stalinist/ 
Lombardist  violence  directed  against 
Trotsky ! 

The  IG  maintains  that  the  PRM  was  a 
"popular  front,”  and  that  today  there  is  a 
"popular  front”  around  the  PRD  (led  by 


Socialist  Worker,  1 February). 

With  refugees  drowning  on  the  high 
seas  or  thrown  into  concentration  camps 
while  striking  workers  are  baited  as 
"terrorists,”  immigrant  and  also  white 
Australian-born  workers  are  looking  for  a 
position  from  which  to  fight  in  defense  of 
the  oppressed  and  the  labor  movement  as 
a whole.  Our  aim  is  to  direct  the  evident 
anger  and  discontent  at  the  base,  includ- 
ing through  actions  like  the  Bay  Area 
mobilization,  to  show  that  working  people 
and  oppressed  minorities  need  a revolu- 
tionary workers  parly,  not  a "Labor"  party 
that  supports  capitalist  rule. 

In  contrast  to  the  reformists  and  cen- 
trists whose  program  is  defined  by  pres- 
suring the  social  democrats  for  reforms 
of  the  existing  system,  our  purpose  is  to 
win  workers  to  the  understanding  that 
they  must  sweep  away  the  entire  capital- 
ist system,  to  forge  through  education 
and  struggle  the  vanguard  parly  of  the 
proletariat  needed  to  achieve  that  goal. 
Our  defense  of  immigrant  rights  is  a vital 
part  of  our  revolutionary  internationalist 
program.  This  was  underlined  in  the  LTF 
greetings  to  the  Oakland  mobilization: 
“While  the  bourgeoisie  attacks  immi- 
grants. we  must  remember  the  key  role 
immigrant  workers  have  played  in  the 
class  struggle,  such  as  dunng  the  Paris 
Commune  of  1871.  It  was  a Hungarian 
worker.  Leo  Frankel.  minister  of  labor 
and  trade,  who  wrote  the  decree  for  the 
expropriation  of  the  factories  dunng  the 
Commune.  The  Commune  also  declared; 
■■'Loudly  proclaiming  its  internationalist 
aspirations — because  ihe  cause  of  the 
producers  is  the  same  everywhere  and 
because  the  enemy  is  the  same  every- 
where. regardless  of  one's  nationality 
(regardless  of  one’s  national  dress) — 
Pans  has  proclaimed  the  pnnciple  of 
admitting  foreigners  to  the  Commune; 
Paris  has  even  elected  a foreign  worker 
(a  member  of  the  International)  to  its 
Executive  committee....’ 

"We  celebrate  the  memory  of  the  Paris 
Commune  and  we  fight  for  new  October 
Revolutions.  Your  demonstration  In  Oak- 
land. modest  but  exemplary,  shows  the 
way  forward  for  all  workers."* 


Cuauhtemoc  Cdrdenas).  For  Marxists,  the 
"popular  front”  is  an  alliance  between  the 
mass  reformist  workers  parties  and  bour- 
geois parties  that  is  used  to  govern  a cap- 
italist state.  In  Mexico,  a mass  workers 
party  has  never  existed.  The  PRM  co- 
opted the  working  class  by  means  of  con- 
cessions and  the  ideological  battering 
ram  of  bourgeois  nationalism,  subordi- 
nating them  to  an  iron  bureaucracy  (sec 
“Mexico;  NAFTA's  Man  Targets  Labor,” 
WV  No.  748.  15  December  2000). 

The  PRM-PRI  was  never  anything 
more  than  a bourgeois  party,  as  is  today 
its  pathetic  heir,  the  PRD.  The  mythi- 
cal "popular  fronts”  that  the  IG  invents 
around  the  two  Cdrdenases  is  nothing  but 
an  attempt  to  mask  the  bourgeois  class 
nature  of  their  respective  parties.  The  real 
position  of  the  IG.  which  is  concealed  in 
order  to  hold  on  to  their  "Marxist”  cre- 
dentials. is  that  under  the  hegemony  of 
Ldzaro  Cdrdenas.  the  CTM  was  a "legiti- 
mate" workers  federation  and  the  PRM 
was  not  a mere  bourgeois  party,  but  rather 
a “popular  front” — but  everything  came 
down  when  "El  Tata"  (Cuauhtemoc  Cdr- 
denas’ father]  left  power.  The  IG’s  "anal- 
ysis” of  corporatism  is  nothing  but  a 
smokescreen  to  hide  its  attraction  toward 
the  nationalist  politics  of  Cdrdenas  Sr., 
which  today  draws  them  like  fleas  toward 
the  blanket  of  Junior. 

Union-Busting 
Centrist  Demagogy 

Incapable  of  giving  effective  political 
arguments  to  defend  their  positions,  the 


Mumia... 

(continued  from  page  16) 

for  her  testimony,  Veronica  Jones  testified 
at  the  trial  that  the  cops  had  offered  her 
a similar  deal:  “They  were  trying  to  get 
me  to  say  something  that  the  other  girl 
said... and  they  told  us  we  can  work  the 
area  if  we  tell  them."  Not  only  was  White 
allowed  to  work  the  area,  but  she  did  so 
with  police  protection. 

Unlike  White,  Jones  refused  to  finger 
Mumia.  but  the  cops  did  strong-arm  her 
into  retracting  her  initial  statement  that 
she  had  seen  two  men  flee  the  scene  of 
the  shooting.  When  Jones  appeared  at 
a 1996  Post-Conviction  Relief  (PCRA) 
hearing  to  tell  the  truth  about  what 
she’d  seen,  the  D.A.  vindictively  had 
her  dragged  from  the  witness  stand  and 
airested  on  a two-year-old  bench  warrant 
for  allegedly  passing  bad  checks.  At  a 
subsequent  hearing  in  1997.  Pamela  Jen- 
kins, another  prostitute,  testified  that 
White  had  said  “she  was  in  fear  for  her 
life  from  the  police,"  who  "were  trying 
to  get  her  to  say  something  about  the 
shooting."  Now  Williams’  affidavit  con- 
firms: “Lucky  was  worried  the  police 
would  kill  her  if  she  didn’t  say  what  they 
wanted ....  She  tried  to  run  away  after  the 
shooting,  but  the  cops  grabbed  her  and 
wouldn’t  let  her  go.  They  took  her  in  the 
car  first  and  told  her  that  she  saw  Mumia 
shoot  Officer  Faulkner." 

Police  coercion  and  prosecution  lies 


IG  is  reduced  to  demagogically  falsify- 
ing ours.  In  El  Internacionalista/Edicidn 
Mexico  (May  2001)  they  accuse  us: 
"What  they  are  saying  is  that  there  is  no 
qualitative  difference  between  the  thugs 
of  the  corporatist  centers  and  the  work- 
ers of  the  Duro.  Kuk  Dong  and  Covarra- 
factories"  (emphasis  in  original).  Con- 
trary to  this  lying  cynicism,  every  reader 
of  our  press  knows  that  we  are  for  a 
relentless  political  struggle  for  a revolu- 
tionary leadership  in  the  unions  that  will 
replace  all  pro-bourgeois  leaderships — 
CTM  as  well  as  "independents” — that 
will  make  the  unions  a bulwark  in  the 
revolutionary  struggle  for  women’s  liber- 
ation and  workers  revolution,  combatting 
the  bourgeois  macho  ideology  that  per- 
meates the  working  class. 

The  IG  has  the  gall  to  exclaim:  "Our 
position  is  simple:  bourgeois  state  out  of 
union  activities!"  These  are  the  words  of 
the  group  that  dragged  the  Brazilian 
union  of  municipal  workers  of  Volta 
Redonda  through  the  bourgeois  courts, 
in  a bureaucratic  struggle  to  hold  on  to  the 
leadership  of  this  union  that  was  infested 
with  cops,  in  1996-97.  The  IG’s  Brazil- 
ian comrades  turned  over  the  union’s 
bank  statements,  account  books,  statutes 
and  minutes  of  union  meetings  to  the 
bourgeois  courts  as  "evidence”!  (See 
"IG’s  Brazil  Cover-Up:  Dirty  Hands. 
Cynical  Lies."  WV  No.  671.  II  July 
1997.)  This  is  the  real  nature  of  the  IG’s 
posture  of  “opposing”  state  intervention 
into  the  unions  and  the  corporatist  laws. 
The  Internationalist  Group  is  a fraud.  ■ 


are  endemic  to  this  capitalist  frame-up 
system.  So  is  racist  jury-rigging.  Last 
week,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  issued  a 
stay  of  execution  for  Thomas  Miller-El.  a 
black  death  row  inmate  in  Texas,  based 
on  the  claim  that  there  had  been  only  one 
black  juror  because  blacks  were  uncon- 
stitutionally excluded  from  his  jury.  In 
Jamal’s  case,  Yohn  explicitly  rejected  the 
very  same  claim  (while  “permitting"  it  to 
be  appealed  to  a higher  court),  despite  the 
fact  that  there  were  only  two  black  peo- 
ple on  the  jury  that  convicted  Jama!  and 
the  prosecutor  had  used  eleven  of  his  14 
peremptory  challenges  to  exclude  blacks. 

This  only  serves  to  underline  that, 
despite  his  unquestionable  innocence, 
Mumia  cannot  expect  justice  from  the 
capitalist  courts.  Mumia  is  not  only 
another  black  man  ensnared  in  this  racist 
system.  He  is  an  outspoken  advocate  for 
the  oppressed,  a MOVE  supporter,  an  elo- 
quent journalist  and  fighter  who  was  in 
the  cross  hairs  of  the  Philly  cops  and  FBI 
from  the  time  he  was  a teenage  spokes- 
man for  the  Black  Panther  Party  in  the 
late  1 960s.  The  forces  of  "law  and  order” 
want  to  see  Jamal  dead  because  they  see 
in  him  the  spectre  of  black  revolution. 
Even  if  they  don’t  succeed  in  overturning 
Yohn’s  reversal  of  the  death  sentence. 
Mumia  still  faces  a life  sentence,  a living 
death  in  his  prison  hell.  Don't  let  them 
bury  Mumia  alive!  What’s  needed  is  a 
massive  struggle  centered  on  the  social 
power  of  the  multiracial  working  class  to 
demand:  Free  Mumia  Now!* 
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Immigrants... 

(continued  from  page  16) 

Du  Bois,  who  stood  for  black  equality 
and  was  a founder  of  (he  NAACP.  wrote 
in  1929:  “Colored  America  has  been 
silent  on  the  immigration  quota  contro- 
versy for  two  reasons;  First,  the  stop- 
ping of  the  importing  of  cheap  white 
labor  on  any  terms  has  been  the  eco- 
nomic salvation  of  American  black  labor" 
lemphasis  in  the  original].  And  black 
immigrants,  he  said,  were  to  blame  for 
“frustrating  our  efforts  and  misunder- 
standing our  ideals.” 

A.  Philip  Randolph,  a social  democrat 
and  founder  of  the  all-black  sleeping-car 
porters  union,  stated  in  reference  to  a 
restrictive  immigration  law  under  discus- 
sion in  the  early  *20s;  "Instead  of  reduc- 
ing immigration  to  2 percent  of  the  1890 
quota,  we  favor  reducing  it  to  nothing.... 
We  favor  shutting  out  the  Germans  from 
Germany,  the  Italians  from  Italy. ..the 
Hindus  from  India,  the  Chinese  from 
China,  and  even  the  Negroes  from  the 
West  Indies.  This  country  is  suffering 
from  immigrant  indigestion.” 

But  this  anti-immigrant  chauvinism 
was  literally  playing  with  fire.  The  Ku 
Klux  Klan  had  revived  in  1915.  In  addi- 
tion to  blacks,  it  targeted  immigrants, 
especially  Catholics  and  Jews.  By  1925. 
at  its  peak,  somewhere  between  three  and 
five  million  Americans  had  joined  the 
“Invisible  Empire."  When  Imperial  Wiz- 
ard Hiram  Wesley  Evans  called  for  a 
march  in  Washington,  D.C.  (the  site  of  the 
Klan's  new  national  headquarters)  that 
year.  40.000  robed  and  hooded  Klansmen 
paraded  down  Pennsylvania  Avenue. 

Meanwhile,  the  Supreme  Court,  Con- 
gress, the  While  House  and  state  legis- 
latures were  moving  in  complete  con- 
sonance with  the  race-terrorists.  The 
California  Alien  Land  Laws  of  1913. 
1920  and  1923  barred  those  not  eligible 
tor  citizenship,  i.e.,  all  Asian  immigrants, 
from  owning  or  leasing  land.  In  decisions 
reminiscent  of  apartheid  South  Africa,  the 
Supreme  Court  in  1922  and  1923  further 
narrowed  the  definition  of  who  could 
become  citizens  under  the  “whites  only” 
Naturalization  Act  of  1790.  In  the  Ozawa 
case,  it  ruled  that  the  category  “white  per- 
son” excluded  Japanese  and  hence  all 
East  Asians.  In  U.S.  v.  Thind,  it  ruled  that 
although  Asian  Indians  may  be  consid- 
ered “Caucasians,”  such  is  not  a “white 
person.”  for  “these  are  words  of  common 
speech  and  not  of  scientific  origin.” 

In  1929.  the  Indian  writer  and  Nobel 
laureate  Rabindranath  Tagore  visited 
the  West  Coast  but  broke  off  his  lour 
because  of  racial  prejudice.  He  com- 
mented: “Jesus  could  not  get  into  Amer- 
ica because,  first  of  all.  He  would  not 
have  the  necessary  money,  and  secondly. 
He  would  be  an  Asiatic.” 

The  Immigration  Act  of  1924  barred 
entry  to  any  "alien  ineligible  to  citizen- 
ship.” thereby  excluding  almost  all  immi- 
gration from  Asia.  The  1924  law  also  cut 
off  immigration  from  East  and  Southern 
Europe.  The  new  anti-immigrant  meas- 
ures dovetailed  with  an  escalation  in  state 
repression  against  leftists  and  labor  radi- 
cals in  the  years  after  the  1917  Bolshevik 
Revolution.  It  was  among  the  largely  pro- 
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Filipino  and  Mexican  farm  workers  in  California  in  early  ’30s  waged  bitter 
organizing  battles,  striking  In  defiance  of  bosses’  threats  to  deport  any 
immigrant  worker  who  “joins  the  striking  ‘workers’  union’." 


socialist  workers  of  South  European  and 
East  European  descent  where  the  impact 
of  the  Russian  Revolution  was  most  im- 
mediately fell  in  the  U.S. 

The  Palmer  raids,  carried  out  in  the 
first  week  of  January  1920  under  the 
“progressive”  Democratic  administration 
of  Woodrow  Wilson,  resulted  in  the  arrest 
of  over  6.000  Communists  and  the  depor- 
tation of  thousands  of  foreign-born  anar- 
chists and  other  leftists.  The  frame-up  of 
Italian  anarchists  Sacco  and  Vanzetti  on 
murder  charges  and  their  execution  in 
1927  were  part  and  parcel  of  the  racist 
mobilization  of  the  state  and  its  auxil- 
iaries in  white  sheets  against  militant 
immigrant  workers. 

The  American  Empire  and 
Asian  Immigration 

The  American  capitalists  have  always 
tried  to  pit  one  sector  of  the  working  class 
against  another  in  order  to  undermine 
labor  struggle.  In  Hawaii,  then  an  Amer- 
ican colony  or  "lerrilory,”  the  plantation 
bosses  were  often  successful  in  playing 
off  one  nationality  against  another.  Japa- 
nese workers  organized  themselves  into 
ethnic  “blood  unions,"  demanding  equal 
pay  with  their  Portuguese  co-workers. 
When  7.000  Japanese  workers  struck  on 
Oahu  in  1909,  the  bosses  hired  Koreans, 
Chinese,  Portuguese  and  Filipinos  as 
scabs.  Although  the  strikers  were  forced 
back  to  work  after  four  months,  the  plant- 
ers shortly  thereafter  eliminated  the  pay 
differential  by  raising  the  Japanese  work- 
ers’ wages. 

Now  the  bosses  turned  to  Filipino  work- 
ers to  replace  the  Japanese,  setting  off  the 
first  massive  immigration  of  Filipinos  to 
Hawaii.  In  December  1919,  the  Japanese 
Federation  of  Labor  and  the  Filipino  Fed- 
eration separately  submitted  their  demands 
to  the  Hawaiian  Sugar  Plantation.  Three 
thousand  Filipino  workers  were  the  first  to 
walk  out.  but  their  Japanese  class  broth- 
ers soon  joined  them.  Together  8.000- 
strong,  they  shut  down  production  on 
Oahu.  Spanish.  Portuguese  and  Chinese 
workers  subsequently  joined  the  strike. 
More  than  12.000  workers  and  their  fam- 
ilies were  evicted  from  their  homes,  forc- 
ing them  to  camp  in  Honolulu  parks.  The 
strike  ended  after  a six-month  standoff, 
by  which  time  the  workers  received  some 
concessions  such  as  increased  wages. 
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the  abolition  of  wage  differentials  and 
changes  in  the  system  of  bonus  pay. 

The  Philippines  was  also  at  the  time  an 
American  colony,  and  its  inhabitants  were 
declared  “American  nationals."  In  1910, 
only  406  Filipinos  were  working  on  the 
U.S.  mainland.  But  in  1920  there  were 
5.600,  and  in  1930  the  number  reached 
45.000.  By  that  time,  30.500  Filipinos 
had  settled  in  California,  of  which  60  per- 
cent worked  in  agriculture  and  25  percent 
were  service  workers.  They  were  fre- 
quently targets  of  racist  attack,  especially 
during  the  Depression.  In  Watsonville  in 
December  1929.  4(X)  whites  attacked  a 
Filipino  dance  hall.  In  the  four  days  of 
rioting  that  ensued,  many  Filipinos  were 
beaten  and  one  was  shot  to  death. 

In  1930.  Filipino  and  Mexican  workers 


one  of  Hawaii’s  outer  islands.  Negative' 
he  responded:  the  Japanese  and  Japanc*/' 
Americans  were  loo  crucial  to  both  miL 
tary  operations  and  the  economy. 

On  the  mainland,  the  Wc.stern  Detcnjel 
Command  was  constituted  with  it.s  hcaij 
quarters  at  San  Francisco’s  Presjdi(^| 
under  the  command  of  one  General  Join 
DeWitt.  To  get  the  flavor  of  this  all-ruun^ 
racist.  DeWitt  protested  when  he  wa.s  senj 
black  troops  after  the  attack  on  Pearl  Har.^ 
bor,  ranting  that  the  local  population  felt 
that  “they’ve  got  enough  black  skinneij 
people  around  them  as  it  Is.  Filipinos  and 
Japanese.”  Beating  the  drums  for  intcriv. 
ment.  a Los  Angeles  Times  editorial  railed:| 
“A  viper  is  nonetheless  a viper  whcrev^l 
the  egg  is  hatched— so  a Japanese  Aincr 
ican,  born  of  Japanese  parents — grows  up| 
to  be  a Japanese,  not  an  American." 

On  19  February  1942.  Roosevelt 
signed  Executive  Order  9066.  providing 
the  basis  for  internment.  The  Japanese  arc 
not  mentioned,  but  they  were  the  intended 
targets.  When  the  War  Department  dis- 
cussed interning  Germans  and  Italian^ 
on  the  East  Coast,  Roosevelt  squelched| 
the  idea,  writing  that  as  opposed  to  lhcm,| 
the  Japanese  were  "strangers  from  a dis 
tant  shore.”  The  armed  forces  removed! 
120,000  Japanese,  some  70,000  of  whom 
were  American  citizens  (most  native 
born),  from  their  homes  and  shipped  them 
for  internment  to  barbed  wire-enclosed 
“Relocation  Centers"  in  the  desert  and 
mountain  wastelands  of  seven  states. 
Those  Japanese  Americans  who  refused  | 
to  report  for  internment,  claiming  iheirl 
rights  as  citizens,  were  arrested,  con-| 
victed  and  sent  to  prison,  and  the  Su-| 
preme  Court  upheld  their  convictions. 

No  wonder  that  Japanese  Americans| 


May  1942: 
Japanese 
families  rounded 
up  in  California 
for  internment  in 
concentration 
camps. 


organized  by  the  Agricultural  Workers 
Industrial  League,  which  was  led  by  the 
Communist  Party  (CP),  went  on  strike 
after  Imperial  Valley  growers  tried  to 
lower  wages.  Independently  organized 
white  packing  shed  workers  joined  the 
strike.  After  the  growers  called  in  the 
government  to  break  the  strike,  over  ICK) 
workers  were  arrested,  their  bail  set  at 
$40,000. 

Amid  the  Depression,  some  500,000 
Mexicans  and  Mexican  Americans  were 
kicked  out  of  the  country.  Later,  the  bra- 
cero  program  that  began  during  World 
War  II  brought  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  Mexican  agricultural  workers  to  el 
Norte.  When  the  need  for  this  labor  dried 
up,  over  a million  Mexican  workers  were 
targeted  for  mass  deportations  in  “Oper- 
ation Wetback”  in  1954.  Documented  or 
undocumented.  Mexican  workers  are  the 
industri4  reserve  army  of  California 
agribusiness. 

World  War  II  Internment  of 
Japanese  Americans 

When  Japan  attacked  Pearl  Harbor  on 
7 December  1941, 37  percent  of  Hawaii’s 
population  was  Japanese.  Shortly  after 
inspecting  the  still-smoking  ruins  of  his 
Pacific  fleet.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Knox 
railed  against  a Japanese  “fifth  column.” 
Naval  intelligence  and  FBI  investigations 
concluded  that  there  was  no  sabotage  or 
espionage  by  Japanese  residents.  Never- 
theless, the  War  Department  asked  the 
military  governor  of  Hawaii  his  opinion 
regarding  mass  Japanese  internment  on 
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were  among  the  earliest  protesters  against 
Bush’s  domestic  “war  against  terrorism" 
last  fall.  Like  the  new  USA-Patriot  Act. 
an  acronym  for  the  “Uniting  and  Strength- 
ening America  Act  by  Providing  Appro- 
priate Tools  Required  to  Intercept  and 
Obstruct  Terrorism.”  the  World  War  II 
internment  was  proscriptive.  This  means; 
I am  going  to  arrest  you  because  you  look 
like  the  sort  of  person  who  might  be  a spy 
or  hijack  a plane. 

Let’s  be  clear;  the  decision  for  mass| 
internment  was  made  at  the  highest  level 
of  government.  Roosevelt  had  been  con-' 
sidering  such  an  option  since  1936.  Bulj 
helping  to  pave  the  way  for  the  intern- 1 
ment  was  the  class  treason  and  ihcj 
decades-long  anti-immigrant  chauvinism  | 
of  the  California  trade-union  lops.  By  the  I 
time  of  the  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor,  thej 
Stalinist  Communist  Party,  which  waij 
still  influential  in  the  Bay  Area  unions, , 
was  pushing  the  line  of  .support  to  “dem-| 
ocratic”  U.S.  imperialism  and  its  alliei 
against  Japan  and  Germany.  The  CP 
expelled  its  Japanese  members,  cheered 
the  internment  of  Japanese  Americans 
and  went  on  to  applaud  the  dropping  of 
atom  bombs  on  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki  ‘ 

Despite  the  internment.  33.000  Japa*| 
nese  Americans  served  in  the  Jimj 
Crow  armed  forces  in  segregated  units 
The  famed  442nd  Regiment,  formed  in  I 
Hawaii  and  the  internment  camps,  was) 
sent  to  Europe  and  became  the  most  dec 
orated  fighting  unit  In  U.S.  history,  tak 
Ing  9.486  casualties  and  earning  18.143 1 
decorations. 

WORKERS  vanguard 


I As  the  U.S.  was  herding  Japanese 
/Americans  into  concentration  camps  on 
the  West  Coast,  it  was  using  the  1924 
immigration  law  to  slam  the  door  in  the 
face  of  Jews  and  others  fleeing  the  death 
camps  in  Germany  and  Nazi-occupied 
Europe.  At  the  height  of  the  Holocaust  in 
1943.  fewer  than  6.000  refugees  were 
admitted.  Already  in  1939,  the  U.S.  re- 
fused to  allow  the  luxury  liner  St.  Louis  to 
duck  with  930  Jewish  refugees  on  board. 
The  Roosevelt  admini.stration  said  that 
immigration  quotas  were  filled  and  could 
not  be  compromised,  and  the  boat  was 
sent  back  to  Europe,  where  many  of 
its  passengers  later  died  in  concentration 
camps.  This  event  was  dramatized  in 
the  movie  Voyage  of  the  Damned.  As 
Trotsky  wrote  after  the  outbreak  of  World 
War  II  in  Europe: 

‘The  world  of  decaying  capitalism  is 
overcrowded.  The  question  of  admitting 
a hundred  extra  refugees  becomes  a 
major  problem  for  such  a world  power  as 
the  United  States...,  The  period  of  the 
wasting  away  of  foreign  trade  and  the 
decline  of  domestic  trade  is  at  the  same 
time  the  period  of  the  monstrous  inten- 
sification of  chauvinism  and  especially 
of  anti-Semitism.” 

— ’The  Imperialist  War  and  the 
Proletarian  World  Revolution" 
(1940),  printed  in  Documents  of 
the  Fourth  international  (1973) 
The  then-Trotskyist  U.S.  Socialist 
Workers  Party  (SWP)  opposed  all  the 
imperialist  powers  in  World  War  II  while 
fighting  for  unconditional  military  de- 
fense of  the  Soviet  degenerated  workers 
state.  The  U.S.  rulers’  barring  of  Jewish 
refugees  was  fought  by  the  SWP.  Follow- 
ing Kristallnacht,  the  November  1938 
Nazi  pogroms  against  Jews  in  Germany, 
the  SWP  issued  a call  for  united  action 
by  labor  and  the  left  against  the  American 
fascists  (Socialist  Appeal,  19  November 
1938): 

"Show  the  Hitlerite  assassins  and  po- 
gromists  the  real  position  of  American 
labor  by  your  protest  meetings! 

‘‘Show  them  that  the  American  working 
class  means  it  seriously  when  it  says 
that  it  detests  anti-Semitism  and  the  anti- 
Semites  like  the  plague! 

"Show  the  victims  of  the  fascist  terror 
that  you  mean  it  seriously,  by  stretching 
out  to  them  the  hand  of  fraternal  solidar- 
ity. by  demanding  of  the  American  gov- 
ernment the  free  and  unrestricted  right  of 
asylum  for  the  Jewish  scapegoats  of  fas- 
cist barbarism!” 

Class  War  and  the  Cold  War 

Massive  class  battles  swept  Europe  and 
the  U.S.  after  World  War  II.  For  the  pur- 
pose of  this  talk.  I will  briefly  look  at 
Hawaii  as  an  example.  Restrictions  on 
union  organizers  there  imposed  by  U.S. 
military  forces  and  court  injunctions  were 
lifted.  The  International  Longshore  and 
Warehouse  Union  (ILWU),  whose  leader- 
ship was  around  the  CP,  had  united  Japa- 
nese. Chinese.  Filipino,  Puerto  Rican, 
Portuguese  and  Hawaiian  workers  in  one 
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NYC:  Unionized  garment  workers 
in  Manhattan’s  Chinatown  demon- 
strate against  sweatshop  conditions, 
August  1998. 
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union.  Beginning  in  1946.  it  waged  a 
series  of  long  and  bitter  strikes. 

Looking  for  a showdown  with  the 
union,  in  1949  the  Big  Five  plantation 
companies  provoked  a strike  by  holding 
out  against  the  longshoremen’s  demand 
for  wage  parity  with  their  mainland 
counterparts.  The  strike  began  on  May  1 
and  lasted  157  days.  AFL  and  CIO  mari- 
time union  tops  ordered  their  members  to 
scab  as  part  of  the  Cold  War  witchhunt 
against  unions  and  unionists  associated 
with  the  CP  and  other  left-wing  organi- 
zations. The  government  used  the  Smith 
Act  to  imprison  the  ILWU  regional 
director  in  Hawaii  and  six  other  strike 
leaders.  Their  conviction  in  1953  was 
met  with  an  all-Hawaii  walkout. 

In  1950.  when  the  Chinese  People’s 
Liberation  Army  came  to  the  aid  of  North 
Korea  against  U.S.  imperialism  and  its 
United  Nations  allies  in  the  Korean  War, 
the  U.S.  bourgeoisie  reacted  by  whipping 
up  anti-Chinese  bigotry  and  intensifying 
anti-Communist  hysteria.  In  late  1950, 
Congress  passed  the  McCarran  Internal 
Security  Act.  requiring  American  CP 
members  and  others  to  register  with  the 
U.S.  Attorney  General.  The  Attorney 
General  was  authorized  to  detain  them 
when  there  was  "reasonable  ground"  that 
they  might  engage  in  espionage  or  sabo- 
tage. Title  II  of  this  onerous  act  pointed  to 
the  wartime  incarceration  of  Japanese 
Americans  (which  had  been  embraced  by 
the  Stalinists)  as  a precedent  for  such  a 
roundup  of  alleged  subversives. 

In  1952,  Congress  passed  the  Walter- 
McCarran  Immigration  and  Nationality 
Act.  The  law  capped  immigration  from 
the  so-called  “Asian-P^icific  Triangle” — 
i.e.,  most  South  and  East  Asian  coun- 
tries— at  100  people  per  country  per  year, 
and  also  sharply  curtailed  immigration 
from  the  Caribbean.  Although  the  "white 
only”  color  bar  of  the  1790  Naturaliza- 
tion Act  was  finally  eliminated,  even 
Harry  Truman  objected  to  the  act  be- 
cause it  created  a second-class  citizenship 
status  by  distinguishing  between  citizens 
by  birth  and  citizens  by  naturalization. 
The  law  also  contained  measures  for 
banning  would-be  visitors  with  left-wing 
sympathies  and  deporting  like-minded 
immigrants. 

Later  immigration  laws  served  to 
strengthen  the  police  and  military  powers 
of  the  capitalist  state  while  providing 
cheap  immigrant  labor,  especially  for 
West  Coast  agribusiness,  which  depends 
on  undocumented  labor  for  up  to  70  per- 
cent of  its  workforce.  American  capital- 
ism’s dependence  on  immigrant  labor  has 
driven  every  immigration  "reform"  in  the 
last  century.  The  1986  Simpson-Rodino 
immigration  law  was  completely  in  this 
tradition,  using  the  sugarcoating  of  lim- 
ited amnesty  provisions,  riddled  with 
traps,  to  ram  through  increased  powers 
for  the  military  and  the  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service  (INS)  to  control 
the  borders. 

For  Full  Citizenship  Rights! 
Organize  the  Unorganized! 

Today,  the  number  of  undocumented 
immigrants  in  this  counlry.is  estimated  to 
be  as  high  as  8.5  million,  with  five  million 
entering  during  the  1990s.  By  far  the  larg- 
est number  of  undocumented  immigrants 
—probably  half  or  more  of  the  total- 


are  from  Mexico.  Another  quarter  come 
from  other  parts  of  Latin  America — 
Central  America  (mainly  El  Salvador. 
Guatemala,  Honduras),  the  Caribbean  and 
South  America.  Driving  immigration  from 
Mexico  is  the  1994  NAFTA  agreement — 
the  U.S.  “free  trade”  rape  of  Mexico.  Real 
wages  in  Mexico  have  plummeted  75  per- 
cent in  the  last  12  years.  NAFTA  has 
also  made  the  Mexican  economy  more 
dependent  on  the  U.S.  economy.  Now  big 
brother  is  In  a big  slump,  and  many  toil- 
ers who  have  come  here  from  south  of  the 
border  remember  the  mass  deportations 
that  took  place  during  the  Depression  of 
the  1930s  and  in  the  1950s. 

If  you  look  at  household  income  aver- 
ages based  on  the  2000  census,  differ- 
ences among  immigrant  groups  are  more 
substantial  than  the  difference  between 
immigrants  and  the  U.S. -born.  While 
legal  permanent  residents,  who  are  often 
skilled,  have  incomes  near  the  overall 
average,  undocumented  immigrants  have 
the  lowest  household  incomes  of  any 
group  ($31,500),  more  than  one-third 
below  those  of  the  native-born.  Having 
no  rights,  these  workers  can  be  exploited 
by  the  capitalists  to  the  limit  of  physical 
endurance,  hired  and  fired  to  meet  cycli- 
cal and  seasonal  needs. 

The  huge  influx  of  immigrant  workers 
from  mainland  China,  transported  in  con- 
ditions reminiscent  of  the  Middle  Passage 
of  the  African  slave  trade  to  be  hideously 
exploited  in  the  sweatshops  of  New  York 
City  and  the  Bay  Area,  is  a searing  indict- 
ment of  the  Beijing  Stalinist  bureau- 
cracy’s "market  reforms.”  These  meas- 
ures increasingly  erode  the  social  gains  of 
the  1949  Chinese  Revolution  that  drove 
out  the  capitalists  and  freed  women  from 
a servitude  no  better  than  slavery.  The 
conditions  under  which  Chinese  immi- 
grants labor  are  also  a searing  indictment 
of  the  bureaucrats  of  the  UNITE  garment 
workers  union,  who  are  often  no  better 
than  contractors  for  sweatshop  labor. 
They  collect  their  dues  while  signing 
sweetheart  contracts  with  the  owners  of 
the  sweatshops,  where  the  workforce  of 
mainly  Chinese  women  has  no  rights 
except  to  toil  12-14  hours  a day  at  wages 
far  below  the  minimum  wage  (see  "Chi- 
nese Immigrant  Workers  in  Racist  Amer- 
ica,” WVNo.  719,  17  September  1999). 

The  immigrant  worker  is  in  this  soci- 
ety, but  as  the  so-called  "alisn,”  he  is 
alienated  from  it.  i.e.,  he  is  lot  of  this 
racist  social  order.  That’s  why  immigrant 
workers  are  so  often  criminalized  and 
seen  as  a threat.  Many,  especially  those 
from  Latin  America,  bring  with  them  a 
tradition  of  militant  social  struggle.  But, 
again,  the  color  bar  is  ultimately  deci- 
sive. While  dark-skinned  immigrants  are 
treated  as  blacks,  many  light-skinned  im- 
migrants adapt  to  the  anti-black  racism 
spread  by  the  white  ruling  class,  which 
has  long  used  the  color  bar  to  obscure  the 
fundamental  class  divide  in  this  capitalist 
society. 

Many  of  the  first  black  people  in  this 
country  to  rally  to  the  side  of  the  Rus- 
sian Revolution  were  from  the  Carib- 
bean— where  black  skin  is  not  automati- 
cally a badge  of  shame  and  humiliation 
— like  the  Jamaican-born  author  Claude 
McKay.  Some  of  the  most  powerful  pro- 
tests against  lynching  were  penned  by  a 
Vietnamese  waiter-dishwasher  aboard  a 


French  liner  in  the  early  1920s  that  would 
put  in  at  American  ports.  His  name:  Ho 
Chi  Minh.  He  would  go  on  to  become  the 
leader  of  the  Vietnamese  Communists’ 
struggle  against  the  French.  Japanese  and 
U.S.  imperialists. 

1 want  to  conclude  with  the  example  of 
the  Japanese  Marxist  Sen  Katayama. 
Bom  in  1860,  he  came  to  the  U.S.  in  1884 
to  complete  his  education.  Because  of  his 
interest  in  the  black  question,  he  became 
the  first  Asian  to  attend  a black  college. 
Nashville’s  Fisk  University.  Returning  to 
Japan  in  1 896.  he  was  active  in  the  social- 
ist and  labor  movements.  In  1906.  he 
was  sentenced  to  nine  months'  hard  labor 
for  his  activities  protesting  Japan’s  war 
against  Russia.  He  was  imprisoned  again 
for  his  participation  in  the  1912  Tokyo 
streetcar  strike.  After  his  release,  he  left 
once  more  for  the  U.S.,  never  to  see  his 
homeland  again,  although  he  would  con- 
tinue to  influence  its  socialist  movement. 
Attracted  to  the  Bolshevik  Revolution,  he 
became  a founder  of  three  Communist 
parties:  the  American,  the  Japanese  and 
the  Mexican. 

In  his  December  1923  article  "Soviet 
Russia  and  the  Negro,”  Claude  McKay 
wrote; 

"When  Sen  Katayama  of  Japan,  the  vet- 
eran revolutionist,  went  from  the  United 
States  to  Russia  in  1921  he  placed  the 
American  Negro  problem  first  upon  his 
full  agenda.  And  ever  since  he  has  been 
working  unceasingly  and  unselfishly  to 
promote  the  cause  of  the  exploited  Amer- 
ican Negro  among  the  Soviet  councils  of 
Russia.” 

In  his  capacity  as  a representative  of  the 
Communist  International.  Katayama  was 
sent  to  Mexico  in  1921.  At  the  Fourth 
Congress  of  the  Comintern  in  1922,  Kata- 
yama protested  the  refusal  of  the  Ameri- 
can party  to  fulfill  its  elementary  interna- 
tionalist duty  and  work  together  with  its 
sister  party  in  Mexico,  a strategically  im- 
portant neocolony  of  U.S.  imperialism; 
“Many  Communist  parlies  in  the  West 
cannot  see  beyond  the  borders  of  their 
own  countries.  ! would  like  to  give  an 
example;  the  Mexican  party  that  is  still 
quite  young.  When  I was  m Mexico  I 
sought  to  establish  closer  relations  be- 
tween the  Mexican  party  and  the  Com- 
munist Party  of  America.  We  sent  many 
letters  to  this  party  and  sent  them  many 
articles,  but  the  letters  were  never 
answered,  and  the  articles  were  never 
printed.  Most  of  us  thought  that  personal 
reasons  were  involved.  But  after  I left 
Mexico  a member  of  the  central  commit- 
tee of  the  Communist  Party  of  Mexico 
approached  the  American  party  with  a 
proposal  for  collaboration;  he  too  got  no 
answer.  That  means  that  the  American 
party  has  never  looked  beyond  the  bor- 
ders of  their  country.  That  is  neither  the 
idea  nor  the  principle  of  the  Comintern." 

— Protokolle  des  IV  Wcltkongresses 
der  Kommunistischen 
Internationale,  Vol.  2 (1923) 

The  fight  for  full  citizenship  rights  for 
all  immigrants  is  a fight  in  the  interest  of 
the  U.S.  working  class  as  a whole.  The 
foreign-born  worker  won  to  communism 
has  a crucial  and  vitally  important  role  in 
the  revolutionary  internationalist  party 
we  are  seeking  to  build  as  the  U.S.  section 
of  a reforged  Fourth  International,  world 
party  of  socialist  revolution.  Workers  of 
the  world,  unite!  Our  banner.  Our  chal- 
lenge. Join  usiH 
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New  Evidence  of  Innocence 


Free  Mumia 


There  can  be  no  clearer  indictment  of 
this  system  of  racist  injustice  than  the 
fact  that  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  remains 
confined  to  a prison  hellhole.  It  has 
been  nine  months  since  the  courts  re- 
ceived a sworn  confession  from  Arnold 
Beverly  that  he  carried  out  the  Decem- 
ber 1981  killing  of  Philadelphia  police- 
man Daniel  Faulkner  for  which  Jamal 
was  sentenced  to  death.  Though  that 
sentence  was  reversed  on  narrow  tech- 
nical grounds  in  a federal  district  court 
in  December.  Judge  William  Yohn  up- 
held every  single  aspect  of  the  discred- 
ited police/prosecution  case  in  the  face 
of  an  avalanche  of  evidence  of  Mumia’s 
innocence.  Now  a new  witness  has  cou- 
rageously come  forward  to  rip  apart 
the  coerced  “eyewitness”  testimony  that 


was  a cornerstone  of  the  prosecution's 
edifice  of  lies,  along  with  a manufac- 
tured “confession”  and  bogus  ballistics 
“evidence." 

In  a sworn  affidavit  submitted  to  a 
federal  appeals  court  on  February  6. 
Yvette  Williams  confirmed  that  Cynthia 
White,  the  sole  prosecution  witness 
who  claimed  to  have  seen  Mumia  shoot 
Faulkner,  was  coerced  by  the  cops  to  lie 
in  court.  It  has  long  been  known  that 
White,  a Philly  prostitute  known  as 
"Lucky,”  was  given  police  protection  in 
exchange  for  her  lying  testimony.  Now 
Williams  states  that  White  herself 
admitted  this: 

“I  was  in  jail  with  Cynthia  White  in 
December  of  1981  after  Police  Officer 
Daniel  Faulkner  was  shot  and  killed. 
Cynthia  White  told  me  the  police  were 


Now! 


making  her  lie  and  say  she  saw  Mr. 
Jamal  shoot  Officer  Faulkner  when  she 
really  did  not  sec  who  did  it.” 

At  the  time  of  Jamal’s  trial.  While 
had  38  prior  arrests  and  was  serving  18 
months  in  Massachusetts,  with  three 
prostitution  charges  awaiting  trial  in 
Philadelphia.  Following  Faulkner’s  kill- 
ing. his  precinct  was  told  to  refer  her 
to  the  Homicide  Division  if  she  was 
taken  in.  In  the  next  ten  days,  White  was 
taken  to  Homicide  twice — on  prostitu- 
tion charges!  Each  time  she  was  let 
off;  each  lime  she  altered  her  story  more 
to  the  cops’  liking.  Williams  described 
While’s  reply  when  asked  why  she  lied; 

“She  told  me  it  was  because  for  [j/cj 
the  police  and  vice  threatened  her  life. 
Additionally,  the  police  were  giving  her 
money  for  tricks....  She  also  said  she 


COC  Productions 


Mumia  Abu-Jamal 

was  terrified  of  what  the  police  would 
do  to  her  if  she  didn’t  say  that  Mumia 
shot  Officer  Faulkner.  According  to 
Lucky,  the  police  told  her  they  would 
consolidate  all  her  cases  and  send  her 
’up’  (Muncy),  a women’s  prison,  for  a 
long  lime  if  she  didn’t  testify  to  what 
they  told  her  to  say." 

Despite  repealed  denials  by  prosecu- 
tors that  White  had  been  offered  a deal 
continued  on  page  13 


Full  Citizenship  Rights  for  All  Immigrants! 

For  a Workers  Party  That  Fights  for  All  the 
Exploited  and  Oppressed! 


Immigrants  and  the  Class 


Pan  One  of  this  edited  presentation 
by  Bay  Area  Spartacist  League  comrade 
Reuben  Samuels  appeared  in  WV  No. 
774  (8  February). 

By  the  beginning  of  World  War  1,  one- 
third  of  East  European  and  Russian  Jewry 
had  emigrated.  They  were  for  the  most 
part  well  educated:  80  percent  of  the  men 
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and  63  percent  of  the  women  were  lit- 
erate; two-thirds  were  skilled  workers. 
Many  became  militants  in  the  class  strug- 
gle in  the  U.S. 

Beginning  in  July  1909,  spontaneous 
strikes  broke  out  in  New  York  City’s 
Lower  East  Side  garment  industry  among 
the  mainly  Italian  and  East  European 
Jewish  women  workers.  A ihousands- 
strong  support  rally  for  the  garment  strike 
was  held  in  Cooper  Union  on  the  night  of 
November  22.  After  a lot  of  blah,  blah, 
Clara  Lemlich,  who  was  only  in  her 
teens,  rushed  up  onto  the  platform  and 
proclaimed  in  Yiddish:  “[The  bosses]  yell 
at  the  girls  and  ‘call  them  down’  even 
worse  than  I imagine  the  Negro  slaves 
were  in  the  South.”  She  continued,  “I 
am  tired  of  listening  to  speakers  who  talk 
in  generalities.  What  we  are  here  for  is 
to  decide  whether  or  not  to  strike.  I of- 
fer a resolution  that  a general  strike  be 
declared — now!” 

There  was  thunderous  applause.  The 
meeting  chairman  then  Jumped  up  on  the 
platform.  Joined  hands  with  Lemlich  and 
asked  the  crowd  to  support  the  general 
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1947  Labor  Day  parade  in  Hawaii:  ILWU  longshoremen  march  for  wage  parity 
with  workers  on  U.S.  mainland.  ILWU  organized  Hawaiian  ports  and 
plantations,  uniting  Filipino,  Japanese,  Portuguese  and  other  workers. 


strike:  “Will  you  lake  the  old  Jewish 
Oath?”  The  crowd  raised  their  right  hands 
and  pledged:  "If  I turn  traitor  to  the  cause 
I now  pledge,  may  this  hand  wither  from 
the  arm  I now  raise.”  The  next  morning. 
1 5,(X)()  shirtwaist  workers  were  on  strike, 
soon  swelling  to  20.0(H).  Though  beaten 
by  thugs  and  arrested  by  police,  the  strik- 
ers stayed  solid,  and  by  February  3.  3(K) 


of  some  450  firms  had  settled.  Several 
months  later,  another  strike  exploded,  and 
50,000  cloak  and  suit  workers  won  a 
wage  increase,  u 54-hour  workweek  and 
preferential  hiring  for  union  workers. 

It  would  not  be  just  to  leave  this  period 
on  such  a happy  note,  because  until  we 
end  capitalism  there  will  be  no  truly 
happy  endings.  The  following  year  saw 


Struggle 

the  worst  factory  fire  in  the  history  of 
New  York  City,  at  the  Triangle  Shirt- 
waist Company.  Occupying  the  lop  three 
floors  of  a ten-story  building,  the  com- 
pany employed  5(K)  women,  mostly  Jew- 
ish immigrants  between  the  ages  of  I3 
and  23.  To  keep  the  women  at  their  sew- 
ing machines,  the  proprietors  had  locked 
the  doors  leading  to  the  exits.  A total 
of  I46  women  died  in  less  than  I5  min- 
utes'. The  owners  of  the  company  were 
charged  with  manslaughter  but  later 
acquitted.  In  1914.  they  were  ordered  by 
a judge  to  pay  the  measly  sum  of  $75 
each  in  damages  to  the  families  of  23  vic- 
tims who  had  sued. 

Anti-Immigrant  Chauvinism 
and  Racist  Reaction 

In  racist  America,  the  color  bar  is  a 
defining  characteristic  of  the  capitalist 
system.  In  opposing  immigration,  the 
most  influential  black  spokesmen  in  this 
period  thereby  fueled  the  forces  of  racist 
reaction.  Booker  T.  Washington,  himself 
an  apologist  for  Jim  Crow  segregation  in 
the  South,  declared  at  the  1895  Atlanta; 
Exposition:  “To  those  of  the  while  race , 
who  look  to  the  incoming  of  those  of , 
foreign  birth  and  strange  tongue  and  hab- 
its for  the  prosperity  of  the  South,  were  I 
permitted,  I would  repeat  what  I had  W 
say  to  my  own  race,  ‘cast  down  youf 
buckets  where  you  are’.”  i 

Other  black  spokesmen  opposed  immi-  ^ 
gralion  because  they  thought  it  would  • 
undermine  the  already  precarious  status  j 
of  the  oppressed  black  masses,  W.E.B  • 
continued  on  page  P 
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Defiance  by  Army  Reservists  Shakes  Zionist  Bunker 


Ail  Israeli  Troops,  Settlers 
Out  of  the  Occupied  Territories! 


No  to  U.S./UN 
Imperialist 
Intervention! 


MARCH  4 — As  Europeai>  and 
United  Nations  emissaries  embarked 
on  yei  another  round  of  "shuttle 
diplomacy"  in  response  to  the  latest 
"peace"  proposal  in  the  Near  East. 
Israeli  prime  minister  Ariel  Sharon 
gave  his  reply  in  the  language  this 
mass  murderer  knows  best.  On  Feb- 
ruary 28.  he  ordered  his  troops  to 
invade  Balata.  the  largest  refugee 
camp  on  the  West  Bank,  and  another 
camp  near  the  town  of  Jenin.  The 
Gestapo-slyle  raid  began  in  the  dead 
of  night  when  American-made 
Apache  helicopters  knocked  out 
electricity  in  Balata.  At  least  30  Pal- 
estinian refugees  were  killed  and 
dozens  of  homes  reduced  to  rubble. 

Since  the  start  of  the  current  Intifada 
17  months  ago,  Israeli  occupation  forces 
and  their  ultra-Zionist  settler  auxiliaries 
have  slaughtered  over  800  Palestinians, 
many  of  those  children.  Palestinian  vil- 
lages and  camps  in  the  Occupied  Territo- 
ries have  been  turned  into  virtual  concen- 
tration camps,  surrounded  by  military 
blockades,  "strategic  highways"  and  a 
network  of  despi.sed  army  checkpoints 
where  Palestinians  are  routinely  humili- 
ated and  terrorized.  Malnutrition  is  ram- 
pant as  many  Palestinians  have  been 
denied  any  access  to  a livelihood  other 
than  pitiful  UN  handouts.  Palestinian 
Authority  leader  Yasir  Arafat,  despite  his 
every  attempt  to  conciliate  the  Zionist 
butchers  and  their  American  patrons, 
remains  imprisoned  in  his  Ramallah 
headquarters.  Describing  the  plight  of  the 
Palestinian  people.  Columbia  University 
professor  Edward  Said  wrote  in  an  article 
in  Counierpunch  (14  January): 

"The  result  today  is  that  the  Palestin- 
ians are  locked  up  m 220  ghettos  con- 
trolled by  the  army;  American-supplied 
Apache  helicopters.  Merkava  tanks,  and 
P-I6s  mow  down  people,  houses,  olive 
groves  and  fields  on  a daily  basis;  schools 
and  universities  as  well  as  businesses  and 
civil  institutions  arc  totally  disrupted; 
hundreds  of  innocent  civilians  have  been 
killed  and  tens  of  thousands  injured; 
Israel’s  assassinations  of  Palestinian  lead- 
ers continue;  unemployment  and  poverty 
stand  at  about  50  per  cent — and  all  this 


Reuters 


Israeli  soldier  terrorizes  Palestinian  youth  at  West  Bank  checkpoint.  Zionist  rulers 
have  turned  Occupied  Territories  into  virtual  concentration  camp. 


while  [U.S.  “peace"  envoy]  General 
Anthony  Zinni  drones  on  about  Palestin- 
ian ’violence’  to  the  wretched  Arafat,  who 
can’t  even  leave  his  office  in  Ramallah 
because  he  is  imprisoned  there  by  Israeli 
tanks,  while  his  several  tattered  security 
forces  scamper  about  trying  to  survive  the 
destruction  of  their  offices  and  barracks." 

We  demand  the  immediate  removal  of 
all  anti-Arab  fortifications  in  the  Occu- 
pied Territories — the  settlements  and  the 
apartheid  highway  network.  All  Israeli 


troops,  settlers  out  now!  Defend  the  Pal- 
estinian people! 

Cracks  in  the  Zionist  Bunker 

The  latest  escalation  in  Zionist  state 
terror  came  in  response  to  a "peace"  pro- 
posal by  Saudi  Crown  Prince  Abdullah, 
who  has  offered  a "normalization"  in  dip- 
lomatic relations  between  the  Arab 
regimes  and  Israel  in  return  for  with- 
drawal from  the  West  Bank  and  Gaza. 


Reuters 


Tel  Aviv,  February  16;  14, 000-strong  demonstration  was  first  major  protest  by 
Israelis  against  Zionist  rampage  in  Occupied  Territories  since  start  of  Intifada. 


which  were  seized  by  the  Zioni.sts  in 
1967.  Abdullah’s  plan  intersects  a 
deepening  rift  between  the  U.S.  and 
its  imperialist  rivals  in  Europe.  While 
the  European  powers  and  UN  Secre- 
tary General  Kofi  Annan  embraced 
the  plan,  U.S.  Secretary  of  State 
Colin  Powell  initially  dismissed  it  as 
a "minor  development.”  With  Vice 
President  Cheney  preparing  to  visit 
Arab  leaders  in  the  region  to  try  to 
strong-arm  them  into  backing  Amer- 
ican plans  for  an  invasion  of  Saddam 
Huvssein’s  Iraq.  Powell  upgraded  the 
plan  to  an  "important  step." 

The  new  diplomatic  flurry  also 
intersects  a growing  polarization 
within  Israeli  society.  Until  recently, 
the  Zionist  rulers’  murderous  on- 
slaught against  the  Palestinians  had 
deepened  a chauvinist  consensus 
among  the  Hebrew-speaking  popula- 
tion. The  liberal  Zionist  "peace 
camp"  had  all  but  disappeared.  The 
bourgeois  Labor  Party,  with  which 
Arafat  hoped  to  cut  a deal,  is  firmly 
ensconced  in  Sharon's  bloody  "national 
unity”  government;  indeed  Labor  defen.se 
minister  Eliezer  is  the  architect  of  the 
assault  on  the  West  Bank  refugee  camps. 
But  fissures  in  the  Zionist  fortress  are 
now  coming  to  the  fore. 

These  fissures  have  been  both  reflected 
in  and  impelled  by  the  defiant  statement 
by  more  than  50  army  reservists  in  Janu- 
ary declaring  their  refusal  to  serve  in  the 
Occupied  Territories:  “We  hereby  declare 
that  we  shall  not  continue  to  fight  this 
War  of  the  Settlements.  We  shall  not  con- 
tinue to  fight  beyond  the  1967  borders  in 
order  to  dominate,  expel,  starve  and 
humiliate  an  entire  people."  While  hun- 
dreds of  other  soldiers  have  quietly  re- 
fused to  serve  in  the  West  Bank  and  Gaza 
over  the  past  year  and  a half,  this  public 
statement  of  defiance  by  loyal.  longtime 
officers  and  soldiers  rocked  the  Zionist 
garrison. 

Though  the  high  command  has  sus- 
pended 48  reservists  and  imprisoned 
three,  the  number  of  signatories  to  the 
statement  has  surpassed  300  in  the  last 
five  weeks.  This  comes  on  top  of  an  ear- 
lier protest  statement  by  more  than  60 
high  school  .students  declaring  that  they 
would  refuse  to  take  part  in  "confiscation 
of  lands,  arrests,  executions  without  trial, 
destruction  of  houses,  closure,  torture 
and  prevention  of  medical  treatment." 

Remarkably,  the  "refuseniks"  are  sup- 
ported by  26  percent  of  the  Israeli  public. 
Arie  Arnon,  a spokesman  for  the  liberal 


Imperialist  Hypocrisy  Over  Afghan  Women’s  Rights 


RAWA  Afghan  Feminists 
Back  imperialist  Reaction... 3 


Zionist  Peace  Now'  movement,  declared: 
"There  has  never  been  such  popular  sup- 
port for  a movement  of  refusing  to  serve 
in  the  army  or  what  the  right-wing  w'ould 
call  treason”  {Al-Ahram  Weekly.  21  Febru- 
ary). On  February  16.  14.000  demon- 
strated in  Tel  Aviv  to  demand.  "Get  out  of 
the  territories,  get  back  to  negotiations!" 

The  growing  polarization  extends  right 
to  the  top  of  Israeli  society.  Exactly  one 
continued  on  page  10 


Hunger  Strike  Against  Isolation  Cells  Continues 


Turkey:  Free  All  Leftist  and 
Kurdish  Political  Prisoners! 


The  longest  hunger  strike  in  history 
has  now  gone  on  for  more  than  500 
days,  as  leftist  political  prisoners  and 
their  supporters  continue  their  desperate 
protest  against  the  blood-drenched  Turk- 
ish police  state.  While  the  London  Guar- 
dian  (19  January)  reported  that  45  people 
had  died  in  the  death  fast  to  date,  spokes- 
men for  a solidarity  committee  in  Ger- 
many say  that  the  death  toll  now  stands 
at  85.  Dozens  more  prisoners  and  sup- 
porters have  been  murdered  by  police 
rampages. 

Initially  involving  over  a thousand 
Turkish  and  Kurdish  leftists,  the  hunger 
strike  began  in  October  2(K)0  to  pro- 
test government  plans  under  a new  "anti- 
terror”  law  to  move  leftist  prisoners  from 
dormitory-style  prisons  where  they  had 
some  solidarity  and  protection  into  new 
"F-type”  prisons  featuring  "isolation 
cells."  where  they  can  be  tortured  and 
killed  with  impunity  by  prison  guards. 
Two  months  later,  the  government  un- 
leashed a bloody  attack  on  28  prisons — 
cynically  code-named  "Operation  Return 
to  Life” — using  troops  and  police  with 


helicopters,  tanks  and  bulldozers.  Scores 
of  prisoners  were  killed  and  many  more 
injured,  while  survivors  were  dragged  off 
to  isolation  prisons. 

The  government  massacre  was  met 
with  huge  protests  throughout  Turkey. 
Coming  amid  the  ongoing  war  of  terror 
against  the  Kurdish  population,  and  a 
year  after  the  death  sentence  meted  out 
to  Kurdistan  Workers  Party  (PKK)  leader 
Abdullah  Ocalan.  these  demonstrations 
in  solidarity  with  Turkish  and  Kurdish 
leftists  represented  a significant  develop- 
ment. In  cities  around  Europe,  Turkish 
and  Kurdish  leftists  likewise  joined  in 
protests  against  the  Turkish  regime’s 
bloody  state  terror. 

More  than  140  inmates  and  supporters 
outside  the  prison  walls  are  currently 
engaged  in  the  death  fast — consuming 
only  water,  sugar,  salt  and  vitamin  sup- 
plements— and  new  teams  join  the  protest 
every  few  months  to  replace  those  who 
have  perished.  While  the  regime  callously 
rejects  attempts  to  resolve  the  hunger 
strike,  spurning  a proposed  compromise 
by  the  Turkish  Bar  Association  that 


TROTSKY 


LENIN 


The  October  Revolution  and 
Women’s  Liberation 

At  a time  when  women  in  the  most  "demo- 
cratic " capitalist  countries  were  denied  even 
the  right  to  vote,  the  October  Revolution  of 
1917  brought  unheard-of  gains  for  women  in 
all  areas  of  public  and  private  life.  Today, 
women  are  still  oppressed  in  myriad  wayj 
despite  formal  legal  equality  in  the  U.S.  and 
Europe,  while  capitalist  counterrevolution  in 
the  former  USSR  has  led  to  a brutal  rollback 
of  women’s  rights  there  and  emboldened 
anti-woman  reactionaries  internationally.  As  stressed  by  Bolshevik  leader  V.  /.  Lenin  in 
this  1920  commemoration  of  International  Working  Women's  Day,  the  struggle  for 
women 's  liberation  is  inseparable  from  the  fight  for  international  socialist  revolution. 

Even  in  the  matter  of  formal  equality  (equality  before  the  law.  the  "equality"  of  the 
well-fed  and  the  hungry,  of  the  man  of  property  and  the  propertyless),  capitalism  can- 
not be  consistent.  And  one  of  the  most  glaring  manifestations  of  this  inconsistency  is 
the  inequality  of  women.  Complete  equality  has  not  been  granted  even  by  the  most  pro- 
gressive republican,  and  democratic  bourgeois  states. 

The  Soviet  Republic  of  Russia,  on  the  other  hand,  at  once  swept  away  all  legislative 
traces  of  the  inequality  of  women  without  exception,  and  immediately  ensured  their 
complete  equality  before  the  law.... 

But  the  Soviet  system  is  the  last  decisive  struggle  for  the  abolition  of  classes,  for  eco- 
nomic and  social  equality.  Democracy,  even  democracy  for  those  who  were  oppressed 
by  capitalism,  including  the  oppressed  sex.  is  not  enough  for  us. 

It  is  the  chief  task  of  the  working  women’s  movement  to  fight  for  economic  and  social 
equality,  and  not  only  formal  equality,  for  women.  The  chief  thing  is  to  get  women  to 
take  part  in  socially  productive  labour,  to  liberate  them  from  "domestic  slavery,”  to  free 
them  from  their  stupefying  and  humiliating  subjugation  to  the  eternal  drudgery  of  the 
kitchen  and  the  nursery. 

This  struggle  will  be  a long  one,  and  it  demands  a radical  reconstruction  both  of  social 
technique  and  of  morals.  But  it  will  end  in  the  complete  triumph  of  communism. 

—V.  I.  Lenin.  “International  Working  Women’s  Day"  (4  March  1 920) 
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April  2001  burial  of 
Turkish  militant  who 
died  on  hunger 
strike  in  solidarity 
with  leftist  prisoners. 


would  have  allowed  prisoners  to  at  least 
share  a common  area,  it  continues  to  ter- 
rorize all  those  who  support  the  protest. 

On  November  5.  police  launched  a 
massive  military-style  invasion  of  Kucuk 
Armutlu,  a working-class  suburb  of  Istan- 
bul which  had  become  a center  of  support 
for  the  hunger  strikers.  As  helicopters 
flew  overhead,  armored  vehicles  crashed 
through  street  barricades  and  police  fired 
into  buildings  housing  hunger  strikers. 
Four  protesters  were  killed  as  their  house 
was  set  ablaze.  Eighteen  others  were 
arrested  and  face  sentences  of  up  to  22 
years  on  charges  of  belonging  to  or  aid- 
ing an  illegal  organization.  Earlier,  nine 
doctors  who  had  .spoken  out  against 
forced  feeding  of  prisoners  were  threat- 
ened with  ten  years  in  prison.  Another 
man  faces  a six-year  prison  sentence  sim- 
ply for  writing  a book  about  two  daugh- 
ters who  died  in  the  hunger  strike.  Down 
with  the  isolation  prisons!  Down  with  the 
anti-terror  law!  Free  Abdullah  Ocalan! 
Free  all  leftist  and  Kurdish  political  pris- 
oners! Down  with  the  ban  on  the  PKK 
and  left-wing  political  groups! 

The  leftist  groups  organizing  the  death 
fasts  in  Turkey  look  to  the  example  of  the 
1980-81  hunger  strike  by  Bobby  Sands 
and  nine  other  Irish  Republican  prisoners 
in  the  notorious  "H-Block"  of  North  Ire- 
land’s Long  Kesh  prison.  The  H-Block 
hunger  strikers  were  also  protesting  oner- 
ous conditions  imposed  on  political  pris- 
oners, demanding  basic  rights  such  as 
being  able  to  freely  associate  with  each 
other  and  to  organize  education  and  rec- 
reation and  that  their  political  status  be 
recognized.  But  Conservative  prime  min- 
ister Margaret  Thatcher — supported  by 
the  Labour  Party — coldly  watched  Sands 
and  his  nine  comrades  go  to  their  deaths 
rather  than  give  in  to  their  demands. 

Today,  the  European  bourgeoisies 
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weep  crocodile  tears  at  Turkey’s  violation 
of  “human  rights,"  using  it  as  a pretext  for 
refusing  the  country’s  application  for  mem- 
bership in  the  European  Union  (EU).  But 
the  imperialists,  especially  Germany  and 
the  U.S.,  have  long  backed  the  Turkish 
regime  to  the  hilt  because  of  its  loyal 
services  as  a strategic  NATO  ba.siion.  and 
many  of  these  capitalist  governments 
have  themselves  banned  the  PKK  as  well 
as  immigrant  organizations  as  pan  of  the 
"war  on  terror."  In  fact,  it  was  as  a result 
of  EU  pressure  that  isolation  prisons  were 
introduced  in  Turkey  in  the  first  place. 
The  "F-iype"  prisons  are  modeled  after 
the  infamous  "Stammheim"  isolation 
prison  built  by  Germany  under  the  Social 
Democrats  (SPD)  in  the  1970s.  which 
was  meant  mainly  for  the  Red  Army  Fac- 
tion (two  of  whose  leaders  allegedly 
"committed  suicide"  while  in  isolation). 

As  our  comrades  in  Europe  have 
stressed  at  solidarity  protests  from  the 
start  of  the  Turkish  hunger  strike,  the 
power  of  the  multiethnic  proletariat,  par- 
ticularly in  Germany,  must  be  brought  to 
bear  against  the  Turkish  police  state  and 
its  imperialist  sponsors  if  these  desper- 
ate protests  are  not  to  result  simply  in 
removing  from  the  battlefield  hundreds 
more  devoted  fighters  for  social  lib- 
eration. Unfortunately,  the  unquestioned 
heroism  of  the  groups  organizing  the  hun- 
ger strikes — the  Guevarist  DHKP-C.  the 
Maoist  TKIP  and  TKP/ML.  and  the  Kurd- 
ish nationalist  PKK — is  accompanied  by 
the  politics  of  petty-bourgeois  reformism 
and  nationalism  that  rejects  the  possibil- 
ity of  mobilizing  the  proletariat  in  the 
fight  for  socialist  revolution. 

A mobilization  of  labor’s  social  power 
in  defense  of  the  leftist  prisoners  and  in 
opposition  to  the  Turkish  terror  regime  is 
not  only  necessary  but  distinctly  possible. 

continued  on  page  II 
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Imperialist  Hypocrisy  Over  Afghan  Women’s  Rights 


RAWA  Afghan  Feminists 
Back  Imperiaiist  Reaction 


McCurry/Gamma-Liaison 


Above:  Woman-hating  mujahedin  cutthroats  backed  by  U.S.  in  1980s  against 
Soviet  forces  in  Afghanistan.  Below:  Afghan  women  in  1980,  as  Red  Army 
intervention  opened  prospect  of  sociai  emancipation. 


Lochon/Gamma-Liaison 


Manipulating  outrage  over  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  World  Trade  Center  to  mobi- 
li/.c  domestic  support  for  the  terror  bomb- 
ing of  Afghanistan,  America’s  imperialist 
rulers  also  cynically  seized  on  the  plight 
of  Afghan  women  under  the  former  Tal- 
iban regime.  Laura  Bush  denounced 
the  Taliban’s  “brutality  against  women." 
Secretary  of  Slate  Colin  Powell  intoned 
that  “the  rights  of  the  women  of  Afghan- 
istan will  not  be  negotiable"  and,  in  the 
days  immediately  following  the  Taliban’s 
ouster,  the  Western  press  was  filled  with 
accounts  of  the  handful  of  women  in 
Kabul  who  courageously  ventured  out 
without  the  obligatory  head-to-toe  burqa. 
But  now  that  Washington  has  installed 
a puppet  regime  in  Kabul,  buttressed  by 
thousands  of  United  Nations  troops,  nary  a 
word  is  heard  about  the  supposedly  “non- 
negotiable”  rights  of  Afghan  women. 

Lillie  wonder!  The  Pashtun  saying  that 
“a  woman  is  best  either  in  the  house  or  in 
the  grave”  still  captures  daily  reality  in 
"liberated”  Kabul.  The  new  Afghan  gov- 
ernment. centered  on  the  U.S. -backed 
Northern  Alliance,  is  made  up  of  the  same 
gang  of  mujahedin  warlords  who  turned 
the  country  into  a nightmarish  hellhole 
when  they  last  look  power  in  1992,  pav- 
ing the  way  for  the  Taliban  with  inter- 
tribal mass  slaughters  (and  are  already  at 
each  other’s  throats  again  today).  All  the 
barbaric  sharia  (Islamic  religious)  laws 
remain,  only  slightly  modified.  A leading 
Afghan  judge  declared  that  those  con- 
victed of  “adultery"  will  still  be  stoned  to 
death... but  with  smaller  stones.  Women’s 
rights  marches  are  prohibited.  Women 
remain  subject  to  purdah,  forcible  seclu- 
sion in  the  home. 

That  the  Bush  administration,  which 
would  like  to  see  every  abortion  clinic  in 
the  U.S.  destroyed,  could  posture  as  “lib- 
erators” of  Afghan  women  is  certainly 
grotesque.  Yet  this  cynical  charade  was 
aided  by  an  array  of  leftists  and  feminists 
in  the  U.S.  and  Europe  who  beat  the 
drums  for  imperialist  intervention.  Exem- 
plifying such  efforts  was  a “women’s 
rights"  demonstration  in  Paris  on  Septem- 
ber 29.  barely  a week  before  the  bombing 
began,  which  prominently  featured  por- 
traits of  assassinated  Northern  Alliance 
warlord  Ahmed  Shah  Massoud  and  de- 
mands for  the  U.S.  to  put  an  end  to  the 
Taliban. 

Especially  prominent  amid  this  hypo- 
critical crusade  about  Afghan  women  was 
the  Revolutionary  Association  of  the 
Women  of  Afghanistan  (RAWA).  RAWA 
has  been  hailed  *by  pseudo-Marxist  and 
anarchist  groups  around  the  world  and  its 
spokesmen  were  invited  to  address  leltisl 
antiwar  protests.  At  the  same  lime,  it  has 
been  embraced  by  Democratic  Parly  pol- 
iticians and  the  Voice  of  America  in  the 
U.S.  and  showered  with  imperialist  “hu- 
man rights  awards"  from  France  to  Asia. 

During  the  Taliban’s  reign,  RAWA 
activists  courageously  taught  in  under- 
ground schools  for  girls  and  went  into 
Afghanistan  with  cameras  hidden  under 
their  burqas  in  order  to  capture  video 
footage  of  Taliban  atrocities  against 
women.  They  even  organized  a demon- 
stration in  the  mujahedin  stronghold  of 
Peshawar,  Pakistan  in  defiance  of  mobs 
of  armed  Islamic  fundamentalist  cut- 
throats. But  these  self-styled  Afghan  fem- 
inists are  neither  revolutionary,  leftist  nor 
even  genuine  champions  of  women’s 
rights.  RAWA  openly  lobbied  for  UN 
imperialist  “peacekeeping"  forces  in 
Afghanistan,  and  supports  the  reinstate- 
ment of  the  former  king.  Zahir  Shah,  who 


was  ousted  in  1973.  In  fact,  a RAWA  rep- 
resentative was  invited  to  be  part  of  Zahir 
Shah’s  delegation  to  the  Bonn  talks  which 
set  up  the  current  imperialist-sponsored 
puppet  government. 

RAWA’s  Web  site  declares.  "If  you  are 
freedom-loving  and  anli-fundamentaiisl 
you  are  with  RAWA"  The  truth  is  thaf 
RAWA  stood  with  the  Islamic  fundamen- 
talists and  fought  against  the  Soviet  mili- 
tary intervention  that  brought  the  only 
hope  of  emancipation  to  the  hideously 
oppressed  women  of  Afghanistan  in  the 
1980s.  And  it  is  that  record  of  allying 
with  imperialist-backed  reaction  against 
the  Soviet  Union — and  emancipated  Af- 
ghan women — that  RAWA  trumpets  to 
this  day.  This  virulent  anti-Communism 
is  RAWA’s  calling  card,  opening  doors  in 
the  corridors  of  bourgeois  political  influ- 
ence and  the  wallets  of  Western  feminists 
and  liberals. 

Those  Afghans  who  are  against  relig- 
ious fundamentalism  and  for  women’s 
liberation  passionately  wanted  the  Red 


Army  to  mop  up  the  imperialist-backed 
mullahs  and  khans  who  stood  for  the 
enslavement  of  women  and  murdered 
those  who  dared  teach  young  girls  to 
read.  When  Soviet  forces  moved  into 
Afghanistan  in  December  1979,  after 
repeated  requests  for  military  assistance 
from  the  Kabul  government,  the  “left- 
ists" who  today  embrace  RAWA  as  fight- 
ers for  women’s  rights  joined  with  the 
imperidlists  in  denouncing  the  Soviet 
“invasion."  Not  least  because  the  strug- 
gle for  women’s  emancipation  is  so  cen- 
tral to  the  liberating  goals  of  Marxism, 
we  Trotskyists  forthrightly  declared; 
Hail  Red  Army!  Extend  social  gains  of 
October  Revolution  to  Afghan  peoples! 

The  Soviet  military  intervention  was 
one  of  the  few  genuinely  progressive 
acts  carried  out  by  the  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy. opening  the  vista  of  social  liberation 
to  the  downtrodden  Afghan  peoples.  In 
1988-89.  when  then  Soviet  leader 
Mikhail  Gorbachev,  in  a vain  attempt  to 
appease  the  imperialists,  withdrew  Soviet 


forces  from  Afghanistan,  we  denounced 
this  as  a crime  again.st  both  the  Afghan 
and  Soviet  peoples.  Events  have  bitterly 
and  amply  verified  our  warning  that  this 
would  mean  a bloodbath  for  Afghan  wo- 
men and  leftists.  And  the  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy’s treachery  in  Afghanistan  was  the 
direct  precursor  to  capitalist  counterrevo- 
lution in  the  Soviet  Union  itself. 

Women's  Emancipation  and 
the  Battle  for  Afghanistan 

Afghanistan  had  been  a Soviet  client 
Slate  for  decades  before  the  Red  Army 
moved  in,  but  the  Stalinists  had  not  dis- 
turbed the  social  order  in  this  deeply 
backward  country.  At  the  same  lime,  most 
of  the  tiny  stratum  that  made  up  the 
Afghan  intelligentsia  were  educated  and 
trained  in  the  Soviet  Union,  which  they 
rightly  regarded  as  a source  of  social 
progress.  In  1973.  officers  loyal  to  the 
left-nationalist  People’s  Democratic  Parly 
of  Afghanistan  (PDPA)  played  a major 
role  in  overthrowing  the  monarchy  and 
participated  in  the  newly  installed  Daud 
government.  When  Daud  moved  right  and 
tried  to  crush  the  PDPA  in  1978,  mass 
demonstrations  of  students  and  govern- 
ment workers  erupted  in  Kabul.  The  PDPA 
military  faction  outgunned  Daud’s  forces 
and  he  was  killed.  This  was  the  so-called 
"April  Revolution,"  essentially  a left-wing 
military  coup  with  popular  support  among 
intellectuals  and  government  workers. 

In  power,  the  PDPA  embarked  on  a 
program  of  reforms;  canJITOg  peasant 
debts,  carrying  out  land  redistribution, 
prohibiting  forced  marriages  and  lower- 
ing the  bride  price  to  a nominal  sum.  The 
PDPA’s  measures,  particularly  those 
aimed  at  freeing  women  from  feudal  tyr- 
.anny,  threatened  the  mullahs’  strangle- 
hold on  social  and  economic  life  and 
immediately  provoked  a murderous  back- 
lash. Even  the  New  York  Times  (9  Febru- 
ary 1980)  acknowledged.  “It  was  the 
Kabul  revolutionary  government’s  grant- 
ing of  new  rights  to  women  that  pushed 
Orthodox  Moslem  men  in  the  Pashloon 
villages  of  eastern  Afghanistan  into  pick- 
ing up  their  guns.” 

A decree  allowing  women  to  divorce 
was  not  officially  announced  because  of 
the  Islamic  revolt.  Most  explosively,  the 
PDPA  made  schooling  compulsory  for 
girls  and  launched  literacy  programs  for 
women,  building  600  schools  in  just  over 
a year.  The  tribal  insurgents  denounced 
schooling  for  women  as  the  first  step  in  a 
“life  of  shame"  and  the  earliest  bloody  con- 
frontations were  over  women’s  literacy,  as 
PDPA  cadres  and  women  literacy  workers 
were  driven  from  villages  and  killed. 

With  social  development  somewhere 
between  tribalism  and  feudalism,  there 
was  no  internal  social  base  for  the  reforms 
pursued  by  the  PDPA,  much  less  for  pro- 
letarian revolution.  In  1978.  out  of  a pop- 
ulation of  some  17  million,  only  35.000 
worked  in  manufacturing  while  the  para- 
sitic mullah  caste  numbered  250,000’  The 
landlords  and  tribal  khans  controlled  42 
percent  of  arable  land  as  well  as  access  to 
water,  giving  them  life  and  death  power 
over  the  landless  peasants.  There  was 
almost  no  industry,  no  railroads,  few  high- 
ways. primitive  sanitation  and  wretched 
health  care.  Life  expectancy  was  40  years 
and  Infant  mortality  about  25  percent;  half 
of  all  children  died  before  age  five.  Illiter- 
acy was  a staggering  90  percent  for  men 
and  98  percent  for  women. 

The  PDPA  could  not  quell  the  mujahe- 
din insurgency,  which  was  heavily  backed 
continued  on  page  6 
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In  Honor  of  Our  Comrade 


1927-2002 


A memorial  for  our  comrade  Bill 
Moultrie  was  held  on  January  26  in 
Berkeley,  California.  A longtime  member 
of  the  Spartacist  League.  Bill  died  on  Jan- 
uary 3 of  complications  following  sur- 
gery for  lung  cancer.  He  was  74  years  old. 

Nearly  100  comrades,  friends  and  family 
members  tilled  the  room  to  remember  and 
honor  Bill's  life  and  work. 

Bill  was  born  in  1927  in  St.  Louis. 

His  family  was  desperately  poor  for  most 
of  his  childhood-  Later  in  his  life  Kat 
Burnham,  his  companion  of  33  years, 
remembers  Bill  having  difficulty  reading 
Angela's  Ashes  bec.iuse  the  grinding  pov- 
erty, the  charming  alcoholic  father,  the 
strong  but  martyred  mother  were  so  like 
his  own.  Bill's  childhood  household  con- 
tained not  a single  book,  and  the  family 
attitude  toward  self-improvement  was 
“Who  do  you  think  you  are?” 

In  1943.  at  the  height  of  World  War  II. 
in  an  attempt  to  escape  the  dead  end  into 
which  he  saw  his  life  heading,  Bill  lied 
about  his  age  in  order  to  join  the  Mer- 
chant Marine.  Before  his  first  trip  was 
over,  he  had  decided  that  the  war  was  a 
sensele.ss  waste  of  lives.  After  the  war  Bill 
literally  grew  up  in  the  labor  movement 
of  the  Detroit  area,  moving  from  one 
as.sembly  line  to  another  in  this  proletar- 
ian center  of  the  Midwe.st  before  he  went 
to  work  for  Bell  Telephone  in  1958.  He 
became  a shop  steward  in  the  Communi- 
cations Workers  of  America  (CWA)  and 
five  years  later,  in  unheard-of  rapidity, 
was  elected  president  of  Local  4016. 

Soon  thereafter  Bill’s  mettle  as  a union 
leader  was  put  to  the  test  in  the  1968 
nationwide  phone  strike.  After  the  CWA 
International  sold  out  the  strike.  Bill  held 
the  Michigan  locals  together  in  a wildcat 
strike.  A statement  for  the  memorial  by 
Gene  Herson  described  what  Bill  was  up 
against  in  challenging  both  the  company 
“which  was  bigger  and  more  powerful  than  a number 
of  countries. ..and  a formidable  union  bureaucracy 
with  a close  working  relationship  with  the  CIA”: 
“The  Inlemaiional  bureaucrats  hacked  away  at  Bill’s 
local,  conducting  mail  ballots,  splitting  the  local,  put- 
ting it  into  receivership  and  so  on.  ‘Ma  Bell'  cut  off 
the  dues  deductions,  strangling  the  local’s  finances. 
The  International  backed  this,  while  doing  a hatchet 
job  on  Bill’s  character  and  reputation.  Eventually  Bill 
was  driven  out  of  the  industry. 

“Most  people  would  be  demoralized  and  defeated 
after  such  an  experience.  But  Bill  didn't  let  them 
destroy  him.  He  was  able  to  learn  from  his  defeat  and 
go  forward  and  contribute  to  the  revolutionary  workers 
movement.” 


March  1984:  Bill  at  protest  on  behalf  of  Bay 
Area  militants  framed  up  during  1983  phone 
strike. 


Bill  joined  the  Spartacist  League  shortly  after  the 
strike,  and  he  and  Kat  moved  out  to  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Bay  Area.  In  a statement  read  to  the  memorial. 
Tweet  Carter  recalled  her  work  with  Bill  in  the  1970s 
and  ’80s: 

“Bill’s  vast  practical  experience  in  the  working-class 
struggle  strengthened  everything  we  did.... 

“We  led  some  real  struggles  in  the  working  class  in 
California.  We  frequently  got  a serious  hearing  for 
our  program,  and  episodically  a significant  sector  of 
the  working  class  adopted  an  element  of  that  program 
in  struggle.  Bill’s  contributions  were  instrumental 
to  this." 

In  addition  to  the  three  scheduled  speakers  at  the 
memorial.  Benny  Montgomery.  A1  Nelson  and  Wanda 
Rutland  (who  read  a statement  from  Helen  Cantor, 
one  of  the  group  that  introduced  Bill  to  revolutionary 
politics),  a number  of  comrades  came  up  to  the 
podium  to  talk  about  Bill’s  contributions  to  the  work 
of  the  parly  or  to  read  statements  from  others  who 
could  not  attend.  Paul  Coslan.  a longtime  supporter  of 
the  SL  who  had  worked  with  Bill  in  the  ’70s. 
presided.  His  remarks  captured  a quality  in  Bill  that 
many  others  also  remarked  on: 

“Bill  detested  self-inflation  in  others  and  tolerated 
none  in  him.self.  'V'et  I don’t  feel  that  this  somewhat 
self-effacing  demeanor  was  based  on  any  lack  of  con- 
fidence.... He  had  u quick  and  sharp  wit  and  used  it 
to  puncture  the  pompous,  but  mostly  with  a smile.  He 
was  a natural  story-teller,  and  his  stones  were  laced 
with  wry  lessons  and  asides.” 

Over  the  years  Bill  had  also  become  an  accom- 
plished cabinetmaker,  a skill  which  he  used  to  good 
effect  when  the  party  occupied  new  headquarters  in 
1979.  On  behalf  of  the  maintenance  department. 
Corky  Benedict  wrote  about  the  challenge  we  faced 
of  re-leveling  kix  over.sized  double-panel  elevator 
doors  that  had  to  both  slide  back  and  forth  and  open 
out.  “The  rest  of  the  maintenance  comrades  and  1 look 
at  the  repair  work  on  those  doors,  still  functioning 
some  23  years  later,  and  think  warmly  of  Bill’s  and 
Kat’s  work  and  care  and  their  contribution  to  the 
safety  of  all  comrades.”  Bill  was  very  proud  of  his 
certificate  from  the  SL.  displayed  at  the  memorial 
meeting,  “to  the  fine.si  red  carpenter  in  the  country.”- 
Indeed,  those  who  spoke  at  the  memorial  did  so  from 
a podium  emblazoned  with  a copper  hammer  and 
sickle  that  Bill  made  for  the  Bay  Area  branch  over  20 
years  ago  and  that  we  still  use  today. 


.On  the  walls  around  the  room  where 
the  memorial  meeting  took  place  were 
other  displays  of  photographs  and  docu- 
ments chronicling  different  periods:  his 
wartime  experience;  his  work  at  the  Red 
Cross  Blood  Bank  where  he  organized 
Detroit’s  first  mobile  blood  unit;  union 
cards  from  some  of  the  many  jobs  he  held 
in  the  Detroit  area  before  being  employed 
by  Bell  Telephone;  “Class  War  in  the 
CWA,”  when  Bill  was  president  of  Local 
4016.  including  photos  of  his  children  on 
the  picket  line  of  the  wildcat  strike;  Bill’s 
work  at  the  California  School  for  the 
Blind  where  he  made  deliveries  on  his  | 
heavy-duty  supplies  tricycle,  cheering  up  I 
the  often  multiply  handicapped  students.  j 
There  were  also  displays  showing  Bill’s  - 
parents  and  his  siblings,  photos  of  his  j 
children,  and  many  of  Bill  and  Kat  | 
together  at  different  times  over  the  last  ] 
three  decades,  as  well  as  of  their  trip  to  j 
the  Soviet  Union  in  1984.  In  addition  to  j 
displays  of  his  woodworking  and  beauti-  ■ 
ful  pictures  that  Bill  took  himself,  nine  of  I 
Bill’s  “suncaichers” — wondrous  struc-  \ 

tures  of  leaded  glass — were  hung  in  the  j! 
windows  and  cast  rainbows  around  the  1 

room.  jt 

Two  of  Bill’s  four  children  came  to  the  * 
memorial.  His  daughter  Pam  spoke  very  j 
movingly  for  herself  and  her  three  broth-  ! 
ers.  Ray.  Mike  and  Joe.  She  concluded;  . 

“We’d  like  to  thank  all  of  you  for  letting  | 
us  share  this  day  with  you.  It  means  so 
much  to  us  to  be  able  to  learn  more  about 
his  life  and  about  the  way  he  tried  to  bet- 
ter the  world.  It’s  a side  of  him  that  we 
never  knew.  It  warms  us  to  know  there 
are  so  many  people  that  loved  him,  that 
looked  up  to  and  respected  Bill.” 

One  of  Kat’s  two  sisters.  Kelly  Hoerber. 
teamed  up  with  Irving  Bunion,  a member 
of  the  Labor  Black  League,  to  sing  a ren- 
dition in  shifting  harmonies  of  the  medie- 
val song  “Dona  Nobis  Pacem”  (“Give  Us 
Peace”),  which  Bill  liked  very  much. 

Perhaps  the  finest  tribute  to  Bill  was  the  fact  that  a 
young  black  high  school  student,  who  came  with  his 
parents  to  the  memorial  meeting,  was  inspired  to 
emulate  Bill’s  life  as  a revolutionist  and  has  now 
joined  the  Spartacus  Youth  Club. 

* * * 

We  reprint  below  excerpts,  edited  for  publication, 
of  remarks  by  SL  national  chairman  Jim  Robertson 
and  of  the  presentation  by  Al  Nelson. 

Jim  Robertson:  In  the  German  Social  Democratic 
Parly  before  the  division  between  the  reformists  and 
revolutionaries  had  become  clear,  at  a time  when  Bis- 
marck made  the  party  illegal,  they  had  a name:  ver- 
trauensmann.  a trusted  man.  In  that  underground 
period,  there  was  no  police  control,  there  was  no 
political  control,  and  the  party  did  its  best  as  the 
socialist  party  in  Germany.  The  key  between  the  lead- 
ership and  the  localities  were  the  vertrauensmanner. 

And  that’s  what  Bill  was  like.  He  was  somebody  who 
also  in  our  organization  we  had  full  trust  in;  he  was  a 
trusted  man. 

Lm  really  sorry  that  Bill  never  had  a chance  to  get 
together  and  chat  with  Jim  Cannon.  I met  Cannon  a 
few  times,  but  he  rightly  got  my  number  as  a snotty 
kid  and  was  not  very  impressed.  But  I think  he  would 
have  taken  a more  serious  measure  of  Bill  Moultrie. 

.W  Nelson:  Bill  Moultrie  was  a very  unusual  man. 
both  personally  and  politically.  When  I got  to  kno\s 
him  better  and  learned  more  about  his  childhood.  I 
was  awed  by  what  he  had  done  with  his  life.  Here 
was  a man  who  was  born  with  a cleft  palate  so 
severe  that  until  he  was  10  years  old  only  his  imme- 
diate family  could  understand  him  when  he  spoke. 

His  family  was  so  desperately  poor  that  when  he  was 
a child  his  father  took  Bill  with  him  as  he  went  door 
to  door  asking  for  money  for  his  family,  calling 
attention  to  the  child’s  disability  to  encourage  dona- 
tions. Yet  this  same  person  went  on  to  become  the 
president  of  Communications  Workers  of  America 
Local  4016,  the  second-largest  local  in  Michigan.  In 
April  of  1968  his  forceful  leadership,  and  the  solid 
support  of  his  membership,  was  crucial  to  keeping 
the  entire  Michigan  unit  of  Bell  Telephone — some 
62,000  phone  workers — out  in  a solid  wildcat  strike 
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after  a bitter  national  phone  strike  was  betrayed  by 
the  CWA  International  bureaucracy.  He  also  became 
a powerful  public  speaker.  He  was  a real  workers’ 
leader,  not  one  of  those  lawyers  in  $1,0(X)  suits  that 
pass  themselves  off  as  "labor  statesmen." 

Bill’s  first  acquaintance  with  the  Spartacist  League 
was  in  January  1968  at  the  University  of  Iowa  where 
we  happened  to  have  a small  group  of  young  com- 
rades who  had  recently  joined  the  SL.  Bill  was  part 
of  a group  of  19  local  presidents  who  had  been  hand- 
picked by  the  CWA  International  president.  Joe 
Beirne.  to  attend  a three-month  leadership  school. 
The  idea  was  to  take  union  leaders  distinguished  by 
their  militancy  and  groom  them  for  sell-out  roles  in 
the  International  bureaucracy.  But  it  didn't  quite  work 
out  that  way. 

These  were  politically  charged  times,  right  in  the 
middle  of  mass  protests  against  the  U.S.  war  in  Viet- 
nam. Most  campuses  were  seething  hotbeds  of  radi- 
cal and  leftist  politics.  The  previous  year  Army  air- 
borne troops  (including  a young  Geronimo  Pratt) 
had  been  sent  into  Detroit  to  quash  a riot  against 
racist  police  terror.  Our  comrades,  including  Kat, 
eagerly  made  contact  with  the  unionists  and  got  an 
invitation  to  make  a political  presentation  to  them. 
Soon  about  a third  of  these  unionists  were  regularly 
going  to  leftist  parties  every  weekend.  A few  months 
later  every  single  one  of  them  would  actively  oppose 
the  national  contract  settlement  by  the  International. 
But  Bill  wasn’t  dabbling.  Soon  he  was  having  regular 
serious  di.scussions  with  the  Spartacist  group  there, 
and  began  devouring  Marxist  books  of  all  kinds. 

Bill’s  local  of  several  thousand  workers — which 
extended  100  miles  north  of  Detroit  and  far  to  the 
west  as  well — was  probably  unique.  Here  there  was 
no  fraternization  or  .socializing  whatsoever  with 
management.  No  chummy  lunches,  no  selling  out  of 
grievances  behind  the  backs  of  the  members.  A hard 
class  line  was  drawn,  The  union  represented  the 
workers,  and  management  wa.s  the  enemy — it  was  a 
question  of  principle.  And  that  tradition  was  shaped 
by  Bill  Moultrie.  He  was  also  responsible  for  the 
union  taking  up  the  defense  of  women  workers, 
which  was  also  unusual  then. 

Even  before  he  came  to  Iowa,  Bill  had  begun  to 
realize  that  these  hard  class  principles  clashed  with 
the  pro-capitalist  policy  of  class  collaboration  of  the 
CWA  labor  bureaucracy  and  their  purely  legalistic 
strategy  of  relying  on  government  intervention  and 
Democratic  Party  electoral  politics.  Based  on  his 
own  experience  he  had  begun  to  reject  this  policy  in 
favor  of  a position  for  the  political  independence  of 
the  working  class.  He  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
workers  needed  their  own  political  party  and  had 
buttons  made  up  that  proclaimed,  "We  need  a labor 
party.”  Soon,  reinforced  by  his  bitter  experience  in 
the  upcoming  strike,  he  would  draw  the  conclusion 
that  the  trade-union  bureaucracy  was  the  chief  obsta- 
cle to  class  struggle  in  the  U.S.  and  that  there  could 
be  no  lasting  gains  for  any  section  of  the  working 
class  short  of  a workers  revolution,  which  required 
the  leadership  of  an  international  revolutionary  party. 

It  was  during  the  wildcat  strike  or  soon  afterwards 
when  the  International  was  moving  against  him  that  I 
first  met  Bill.  He  wanted  to  talk  with  the  leadership 
of  the  Spartacist  League,  so  a secret  meeting  was  set 
up.  When  I met  Bill  I said  something  like.  "We're  in 
no  position  to  give  you  any  advice  that  will  help  you 
in  your  present  situation.  What  we  ran  do  is  change 
your  understanding  of  the  world  and  show  you  the 
way  forward  for  the  workers  to  overthrow  the  whole 
capitalist  system.  If  you  can  accept  that  then  we  can 
talk.  Otherwise  there  isn't  much  we  can  do  to  help 


you."  There  was  a pause  and  then  Bill  said.  "OK. 
let's  talk."  Bill  had  a million  questions,  none  of  them 
about  trade-union  work.  What  he  wanted  to  talk 
about  were  things  like  the  soviets,  the  workers  coun- 
cils. in  1917:  how  did  they  work,  what  will  a workers 
government  look  like,  how  will  the  workers  rule? 
What  was  the  Hungarian  Revolution  in  1956  about? 
What's  our  attitude  on  Cuba? 

Bill  was  a revolutionist  until  his  last  breath.  He 
was  unique  in  our  party.  But  we  can  look  forward  to 


the  next  upsurge  of  mass  struggle  of  the  workers. 
There  we  will  see  other  revolutionary  workers  like 
Bill  Moultrie  step  forward  to  lead  the  working  class 
in  the  final  battle  for  the  abolition  of  all  classes. 

» * * 

In  1969  Bill  began  to  write  a book  about  his  polit- 
ical transformation  from  trade  unionist  to  revo- 
lutionist. He  never  finished  it.  although  he  wrote 
several  chapters  of  memoirs  that  were  gathered 
for  the  memorial  into  a binder  for  all  to  read.  Com- 
rade Larry  Ackerson  read  the  introduction  to  the 
book,  which  we  reprint  here,  before  the  memorial 
meeting  was  concluded  with  the  singing  of  the 
"Internationale." 

This  is  the  story  of  a man  and  the  struggle  for  rev- 
olution. One  might  think:  what  revolution?  The  Rus- 
sian revolution?  Hungarian  revolution?  or  Cuba?  No. 
is  the  answer  to  all  of  these  questions.  This  is  the 
story  of  a man  and  the  upcoming  world  wide  revolu- 
tion of  the  working  class,  and  more  importantly  the 
story  of  a revolution  in  his  way  of  thinking.  One  of 
Webster's  definitions  of  revolution  says  "a  complete 
change”;  this  then  is  the  story  of  a man  and  how  he 
saw  the  world,  both  before  the  "revolution"  took 
place  in  his  mind  and  after. 

After  4 1 years  of  struggling  to  justify  and  try  to  live 
within  the  system  this  man  finally  became  bold 
enough  to  defy  what  he  had  always  been  taught  was 
right.  Through  his  own  initiative,  with  the  help  of 
books,  many  many  friends  and  a new  look  around  him 
and  his  environment,  he  raised  his  consciousness  to 
the  level  to  realize  that  this  system  is  wrong,  only 
benefits  the  rich,  oppresses  the  poor,  the  "blacks." 
women,  children,  all.  save  those  who  rule;  those  who 


own  the  very  means  of  existence. 

He  discovered  that  the  saying  that  we  must  all  work 
together  to  make  this  a better  world  is  a complete 
myth  and  a contradiction;  he  discovered  that  there  are 
"classes"  under  this  society,  the  working  class  and  the 
ruling  class  and  that  the  ruling  class  has  one  sole  pur- 
pose, to  exploit  the  working  class  to  make  money. 

This  story  deals  with  all  the  contradictions  that  are 
now  in  the  early  1970s  becoming  a subject  of  conver- 
sation and  struggle  throughout  the  world — the  role  of 


the  church,  the  oppression  of  women,  discrimination, 
the  destruction  of  mankind  in  wars,  pollution  of  the 
air,  water  and  land  and  the  immediate  threat  of  total 
annihilation  of  the  planet  by  use  of  nuclear  weapons. 

When  one  speaks  of  another  being  “brain  washed" 
one  immediately  thinks  of  having  the  brain  twisted 
into  thinking  and  doing  “evil"  things. 

This  is  the  story  of  a man  who  readily  admits  to 
being  "brain  washed"  and  who  would  hasten  to  add 
that  he  means  by  that  that  his  brain  has  been  cleaned, 
all  the  dirt  and  filth  that  his  parents,  teachers,  union 
leaders,  government  leaders  and  the  ruling  class  have 
put  there  have  been  washed  away.  He  is  now  able  to 
.see  things  clearly.  His  eyes  are  no  longer  blurred  by 
blind  patriotism,  unquestioned  leadership  aAd  disre- 
gard for  his  surroundings. 

This  then  is  the  story  of  a professional  revolution- 
ary— This  book  was  written  specifically  for  those 
who  must  toil  daily  for  their  bread,  who  must  bear  the 
brunt  of  the  oppression  of  the  "rulers";  this  book  was 
written  for  the  "working  class  of  the  world"  and  it  is 
the  dearest  hope  of  the  writer  that  they  will  follow 
him  through  his  life  story,  his  struggles  and  frustra- 
tions. and  that  they  too  will  have  their  brain  washed 
and  join  in  the  struggle  of  life  or  death  because  unless 
the  working  class  recognizes  this  society  for  what  it 
is,  builds  a world  on  a new  foundation  after  destroy- 
ing the  old.  he  may  not  live  long  enough  to  read 
another  book. 

I dedicate  this  book  to  Kathleen,  who  without  her 
patience,  understanding  and  a fanatical  feeling  for 
the  love  of  life  and  the  working  class.  I might  have 
died  never  knowing  what  kind  of  world  I lived  in 
and  never  have  been  able  to  help  bring  about  the 
inevitable  revolution  of  the  working  class  against 
their  oppressors. 


Bill,  a highly 
skilled  craftsman, 
working  on  SL 
headquarters 
with  his 
longtime 
companion 
Kat,  1980. 


Bay  Area 
memorial 
meeting  for  Bill, 
January  26. 
Display 
chronicled  his 
years  as  militant 
workers  leader. 
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V<£  STRONGLY  CONDEMN  THE  UNRfSPONSfl^^ 
ROLE  OF  UN  BEHIND  HUMAN  RIGHTS 
disaster  IN  AFGHANISTAN ! R.A.W.A 


RAWA 


Protest  in  Islamabad,  December  1998.  Last  year  RAWA  openly  appealed  for 
imperialist  "peacekeeping"  forces  in  Afghanistan. 


RAWA... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

by  the  U.S.,  Pakistan  and  Iran  (where  the 
Islamic  theocracy  under  Ayatollah  Kho- 
meini had  come  to  power  in  early  1979). 
Repeatedly  and  uryenlly.  the  PDPA  asked 
the  Soviet  government  for  military  aid, 
including  troops,  Concerned  above  all  to 
pursue  the  chimera  of  detente  with  impe- 
rialism. the  Kremlin  temporized.  But 
toward  the  end  of  1979,  the  Soviet  high 
command  watched  anxiously  as  U.S. 
warships  were  positioned  in  the  Persian 
Gulf  and  reports  emerged  that  Washington 
might  invade  Iran.  The  U.S.  was  already 
bankrolling  the  Afghan  mujahedin  and 
trying  to  foment  Islamic  counterrevolu- 
tion in  Soviet  Central  Asia. 

In  December  1979,  fearing  the  PDPA 
regime  was  about  to  collapse  and  with 
Afghan  president  Hafizullah  Amin  report- 
edly making  approaches  to  the  U.S.,  the 
Soviet  Union  sent  in  100,000  soldiers  to 
combat  the  Islamic  reactionaries.  The 
imperialists  seized  on  the  Red  Army 
intervention  to  launch  a renewed  Cold 
War  drive.  As  the  CIA  undertook  its  big- 
gest covert  operation  ever.  Afghanistan 
became  the  front  line  of  the  imperialists’ 
relentless  drive  to  destroy  the  Soviet 
Union.  In  1998,  Zbigniew  Brzezinski — 
national  security  adviser  to  the  Demo- 
cratic Carter  administration  that  launched 
the  CIA’s  campaign — boasted:  "That 
secret  operation  was  an  excellent  idea.  It 
had  the  effect  of  drawing  the  Russians 
into  the  Afghan  trap." 

The  threat  of  a CIA-backed  Islamic 
takeover  on  the  USSR’s  southern  flank 
posed  pointblank  unconditional  military 
defen.se  of  the  Soviet  degenerated  work- 
ers state.  As  we  wrote  at  the  time; 

"A  victory  for  the  I.slamic-feudalist  insur- 
gency in  Afghanistan  will  not  only  mean 
a hostile,  imperialist-allied  slate  on  the 
USSR’s  southern  border.  It  will  mean  the 
extermination  of  the  Afghan  left  and  the 
reimposition  of  feudal  barbarism — the 
veil,  the  bride  price.  Moreover,  the  Soviet 
military  occupation  raises  the  possibility 
of  a social  revolution  in  this  wretchedly 
backward  country,  a possibility  which  did 
not  exist  before.’’ 

— Spanacisi  (English-language 
edition)  No.  29.  Summer  1980 
The  Soviet  intervention  was  unambig- 
uously progressive,  underlining  the  Trot- 
skyist understanding  that  despite  its 
degeneration  under  a Stalinist  bureau- 
cratic caste,  the  Soviet  Union  remained  a 
workers  state  embodying  the  historic 
gains  of  the  October  Revolution  of  1917. 
centrally  the  planned  economy  and  col- 
lectivized property.  These  were  enormous 
gains,  not  least  for  women  and  the  histor- 
ically Muslim  peoples  of  Soviet  Central 
Asia  (today  Tajikistan.  Uzbekistan.  Kyr- 
gyzstan. Kazakhstan  and  Turkmenistan), 
where  conditions  before  the  Bolshevik 
Revolution  had  been  as  backward  and 
benighted  as  in  Afghanistan. 

A Red  Army  victory  posed  the  exten- 
sion of  the  social  gains  of  the  October 
Revolution  to  Afghanistan  through  a pro- 
longed occupation  and  the  country’s  inte- 
gration into  the  Soviet  system.  Though 
undertaken  purely  for  defensive  geopolit- 
ical reasons,  the  Soviet  military  interven- 
tion cut  against  the  grain  of  the  national- 
ist Stalinist  dogma  of  "socialism  in  one 
country.”  The  Red  Army  troops,  many  of 


them  recruits  from  Soviet  Central  Asia, 
who  fought  against  the  CIA-backed  muja- 
hedin genuinely  believed  they  were  ful- 
filling their  "internationalist  duty."  And 
so  they  were!  This  military  intervention 
in  defense  of  the  Soviet  degenerated 
workers  state  opened  up  the  possibility 
not  only  of  tremendous  gains  for  the 
hideously  oppressed  Afghan  peoples  but 
offered  the  prospect  of  reanimating  the 
Bolshevik  program  of  proletarian  revolu- 
tionary internationalism  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  As  we  stressed  at  the  time,  a gen- 
uinely internationalist  perspective  toward 
Afghanistan  required  a political  revolu- 
tion to  oust  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy  and 
return  the  Soviet  Union  to  the  road  of 
Lenin  and  Trotsky. 

What  They  Fought  for:  RAWA 
Embraces  Mujahedin 

Formed  in  1977.  RAWA  opposed  the 
PDPA  government  from  the  start,  de- 
nouncing the  PDPA  in  crude  anti-Com- 
munist  terms  as  Soviet  "stooges.”  When 
the  Red  Army  moved  in,  RAWA  joined 
the  imperialist-sponsored  insurgency. 
RAWA  founder  Meena  Keshwar  Kamal 
declared  at  that  time.  "To  fight  against  the 
Russian  aggressors  is  inseparable  from 
struggle  against  the  fundamentalists. 
Nevertheless  for  the  lime  being  we  should 
give  priority  to  the  former”  {Arizona  Per- 
sian Bulletin  [Web  site],  10  October 
1997).  In  October  1981.  Keshwar  Kamal 
was  invited  to  attend  the  congress  of 
French  imperialist  president  Francois 
Mitterrand’s  viciously  anti-Soviet  Social- 
ist Party  as  a representative  of  the  "Af- 
ghan resistance,”  and  from  there  loured 
other  European  countries  on  behalf  of  the 
mujahedin. 

RAWA  said  it  was  fighting  for  "the 
independence  of  our  homeland”  while 
the  imperiali.sis  screamed  about  the 
Soviet  Union’s  violation  of  Afghanistan’s 
"national  sovereignly."  This  sanctimoni- 
ous concern  by  the  blood-drenched  impe- 
rialists for  “national  rights”  was  bogus 
to  the  core.  Afghanistan  is  not  (and  was 
not  then)  a cohered  nation,  but  an  artifi- 
cial state  whose  borders  include  and 
cut  across  a mosaic  of  ethnic  and  tribal 
groupings.  It  was  under  the  Soviet  pres- 
ence that  the  murderous  ethnic  and  tri- 
bal differences  started  to  break  down, 
while  among  the  mujahedin  they  intensi- 
fied. But  Marxists  would  have  supported 
the  Soviet  intervention  even  if  Afghan- 
istan had  been  a homogeneous  nation.  For 


proletarian  internationalists,  the  cause  of 
social  revolution  (and.  at  the  lime,  de- 
fense of  the  Soviet  Union  against  imperi- 
alism) stands  higher  than  the  bourgeois- 
democratic  right  of  national  self- 
determination. 

What  did  it  mean  to  back  the  muju- 
hedinl  The  tribal  khans  and  mullahs 
that  the  RAWA  feminists  signed  on  with 
got  billions  of  dollars  from  the  U.S. 
government.  Favorite  mujahedin  targets 
were  schools  and  teachers.  By  1985 
they  had  destroyed  over  1.800  schools 
and  by  1987  they  had  slaughtered  2,000 
schoolteachers.  The  mujahedin  committed 
blood-curdling  atrocities  against  captured 
Soviet  soldiers,  hacking  off  limbs  and  gen- 
itals before  murdering  them.  In  the  first 
four  years  of  the  war.  only  eight  living 
Soviet  soldiers  were  turned  over  to  the  Red 
Cross.  In  Pakistan,  the  "holy  warriors" 
threw  women  and  children  into  their  jails 
and  torture  cells. 

Despite  massive  financial  and  military 
support  from  the  imperialists,  the  mujahe- 
din did  not  militarily  defeat  the  Soviet 
Union  in  Afghanistan,  as  the  imperialists 
and  their  fake-left  apologists  assert.  By 
1984.  the  Red  Army  and  PDPA  forces 
had  practically  won  the  war  and  the 
CIA's  "holy  warriors”  were  shattered  and 
demoralized.  The  government’s  modest 
reforms,  though  scaled  back  from  even 
the  moderate  program  the  PDPA  first  put 
forward,  were  winning  support  in  the 
countryside. 

But  in  November  1986,  in  a vain 
attempt  to  placate  U.S,  imperialism  and 
strike  a "peace”  deal  with  Ronald  Reagan, 
the  Kremlin  Stalinists  under  Gorbachev 
declared  they  would  pull  all  Red  Army 
troops  out  of  Afghanistan  in  two  years. 
By  1989,  in  a move  that  imperiled  and 
betrayed  both  the  Afghan  and  Soviet  peo- 
ples. the  troops  were  completely  with- 
drawn. thus  handing  over  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  Afghan  women,  leftists  and 
workers  to  be  tortured,  dismembered  and 
beheaded  as  "infidels.”  In  solidarity  with 
the  Afghan  masses  who  were  waging  a 
bitter  struggle  for  survival  in  the  wake  of 
the  Soviet  withdrawal,  on  7 February 
1989  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee  (the 
class-struggle  legal  and  social  defense 
organization  associated  with  the  Sparta- 
cist  League/U.S.)  formally  proposed  to 
the  Afghan  government  "to  organize  an 
international  brigade  to  fight  to  the  death” 
to  defend  "the  right  of  women  to  read, 
freedom  from  the  veil,  freedom  from  the 
tyranny  of  the  mullahs  and  the  landlords, 
the  introduction  of  medical  care  and  the 
right  of  all  to  an  education." 

This  offer  was  declined,  but  at  the 
request  of  the  government,  the  PDC  and 
its  fraternal  organizations  internationally 
organized  a fund  drive  to  aid  the  civilian 
victims  of  the  all-out  mujahedin  offensive 
against  the  city  of  Jalalabad.  In  two 
months,  over  $44,000  was  raised,  over- 
whelmingly from  small  donations  from 
lens  of  thousands  of  people,  many  of 
them  immigrant  workers  throughout  West 
Europe.  Asia  and  North  America  and 
women  in  Muslim  communities.  The 
siege  of  Jalalabad  was  defeated.  The 
PDPA  hung  on  for  another  three  hard- 
fought  years  until  1992.  when  the  muja- 
hedin finally  took  Kabul. 

For  four  years,  the  various  iribally 
based  mujahedin  forces  curried  out  a 
vengeful  war  of  mass  murder,  torture  and 
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rape  of  rival  ethnic  populations  which 
left  at  least  50.(K)()  people  dead  in  Kabul 
alone.  Sharia  law  was  reimposed,  books 
deemed  anti-religious  were  burned  in  the 
streets,  women  were  driven  back  into  the 
total  seclusion  of  purdah  and  in  Kabul 
the  price  of  burqas  soared  as  terrified 
women  found  themselves  again  at  the 
mercy  of  the  fanatical  mujahedin. 

RAWA’s  Falsification  of  History 

While  prating  of  their  new-found  con- 
cern for  the  rights  of  Afghan  women,  the 
New  York  Times  and  other  imperialist 
mouthpieces  bury  the  genuine  advances 
achieved  during  the  Soviet  pre.sence 
under  a mountain  of  lies,  grotesquely 
blaming  the  Red  Army  intervention  for  the 
current  status  of  Afghan  women.  Promot- 
ing this  Big  Lie  campaign.  Tahmeena  Far- 
yal.  recently  on  a RAWA  speaking  tour  of 
the  U.S..  has  outrageously  claimed  that 
“the  tragedy  began  in  Afghanistan  with 
the  Soviet  invasion”  (Z  Magazine,  Januar> 
2002).  Given  to  extravagant  falsifications, 
RAWA  claims  that  "the  situation  of 
women  in  Afghani.slan  was  beginning  to 
improve  in  the  early  20th  century.  During 
the  reign  of  the  former  king  or  during  the 
first  president. ..women  had  the  very 
basic  right  of  education  and  the  right  to 
work.  We  had  women  in  government,” 

In  the  early  pan  of  the  20th  century, 
a modernizing  king,  Amir  Amanullah 
Khan,  did  attempt  to  carry  out  measures 
aimed  specifically  at  liberating  women. 
Friendly  to  the  Soviet  Union,  and  the  first 
king  to  visit  Moscow.  Amanullah  was 
deposed  and  driven  out  by  the  social 
equivalent  of  the  contemporary  mujahe- 
din with  whom  RAWA  solidarized.  The 
last  decade  of  Zahir  Shah’s  reign,  from 
1963  to  1973.  was  a period  of  some 
political  ferment.  But  the  slender  rights 
achieved  then  were  won  through  strug- 
gle. not  the  "good  offices”  of  this  reac- 
tionary monarch.  In  1968  when  Zahir 
Shah’s  parliament  threatened  to  prevent 
women  from  studying  abroad,  hundreds 
of  young  women  protested.  In  1970. 
when  Gulbuddin  Hekmatyar — later  one 
of  the  most  barbaric  mujahedin  leaders 
and  the  recipient  of  the  largest  amount  of 
CIA  funding — sprayed  acid  at  unveiled 
women  and  shot  at  their  legs,  5.000 
young  women  took  to  the  streets  in 
protest.  The  PDPA  and  the  Democratic 
Organization  of  Women  of  Afghanistan 
(DOWA)  campaigned  for  the  right  to 
vote,  to  study  abroad  and  to  work  outside 
the  home,  and  four  women  from  the 
DOWA  were  elected  to  government  in 
the  1970s. 

To  secular-minded  Afghan  women 
who  had  finally  gained  a degree  of 
emancipation  following  the  Red  Army 
intervention,  RAWA  would  have  had  lit- 
tle appeal.  RAWA’s  secular  pretensions 
are  really  a tissue-thin  cover  for  flagrant 
conciliation  of  religious  reaction.  Sehar 
Saba,  a particularly  foam-flecked  RAWA 
spokesman,  ranted  that  the  Soviet  Union 
"tried  to  force  change  on  us.  They  told 
men  they  should  shave  their  beards,  and 
that  women  shouldn’t  wear  scarves, 
when  for  centuries  they  have  followed 
those  customs.  They  forced  women  and 
men  not  to  pray”  (She  Said  It.  August 
2000  (Web  site]).  In  a like  vein,  Tah- 
meena Faryal  raved  that  the  Soviet 
forces  “were  trying  to  give  some  rights 
to  Afghan  women  that  are  obviously 
okay  in  Western  societies,  but  are  not 
acceptable  in  our  societies....  For  exam- 
ple, they  wanted  to  give  so-called  liber- 
ties of  having  a boyfriend  or  dancing  in 
a nightclub,  which  are  not  acceptable  in 
our  society”  (Z  Magazine.  January  2002). 

How  contemptible!  What  do  RAWA 
leaders  think  of  Bangladeshi  writer  Tas- 
lima  Nasreen,  who  had  a death  sentence 
on  her  head  because  she  wrote  frankly 
and  openly  about  sexual  matters  and 
women’s  oppression  and  opposed  bloody 
anti-Hindu  communalism?  In  Iran,  the 
mullahs’  military  guards  use  razor  blades 
to  remove  cosmetics  from  the  face.s  of 
women  who  have  taken  this  "so-called 
liberty.”  In  Jordan.  Turkey  and  Paki.stan. 
young  women  are  murdered  by  fathers 
and  brothers  for  taking  the  "so-called 
liberty  of  having  a boyfriend." 

WORKERS  VANGUARD 


RAWA's  homage  to  Islamic  strictures 
stands  in  contrast  to  the  experiences  of 
young  women  who  came  to  adulthood 
and  received  an  education  during  the 
Soviet  period.  “Life  was  good  under  the 
Soviets.”  recalled  Saira  Noorani,  a young 
woman  doctor.  "Every  girl  could  go  to 
high  school  and  university.  We  could  go 
wherever  we  w-anted  and  wear  what  we 
liked"  (Observer.  30  September  2001). 
Another  account,  m the  1988  book  War 
in  Af^banislan  by  journalist  Mark  Urban, 
w-ho  was  far  from  friendly  to  the  Soviet 
forces,  powerfully  testified  to  the  stakes 
for  Afghan  women: 

“There  is  no  doubt  that  thousands  of 
women  arc  committed  to  the  regime,  as 
their  prominent  participation  in  Revolu- 
tionary Defence  Group  militias  shows. 
Eyewitnesses  stated  that  militant  militia- 
women  played  a key  role  in  defending 
the  besieged  town  of  Urgun  in  1983. 
Four  of  ilie  seven  militia  commanders 
appointed  to  the  Revolutionary  Council 
in  January  1986  were  women  " 

By  1989.  confronting  the  treacherous 
Soviet  withdrawal,  all  PDPA  women 
members  were  receiving  military  train- 
ing and  arms  and  some  15.000  women 
had  Joined  the  militias,  taking  up  arms  to 
defend  not  only  the  rights  they  had  won 
but  their  very  lives. 

Fake  Leftists  Sided  with  Islamic 
Reaction  Against  Red  Army 

Socialist-minded  youth  in  the  West 
might  try  to  imagine  that  they  are  at  the 
University  of  Kabul  in  1979  as  the  Soviet 
Army  rolls  in  to  beat  back  the  CIA’s 
Islamic  rebels.  Look  across  the  border  to 
Soviet  Central  Asia:  there  are  schools, 
factories  and  hospitals.  Women,  regarded 
as  human  beings  instead  of  property,  are 
not  bought  and  sold  in  marriage.  They  are 
doctors,  engineers  and  political  leaders. 
No  matter  what  indices  you  check — life 
expectancy,  infant  mortality,  literacy — 
the  differences  between  the  two  societies 
are  measured  in  centuries,  not  decades. 
Do  you  don  a burqa  and  follow  Meena 
Keshwar  Kamal  into  Pakistan  to  Join  the 
Islamic  insurgents  based  there,  or  do  you 
Join  a militia  to  drive  out  and  destroy  the 
mujahedin  enslavers  of  women?  Do  you 
defend  the  Soviet  Union,  or  support  impe- 
rialist counterrevolution?  Are  you  for  or 
against  the  liberation  of  women  from  feu- 
dal barbarism? 

The  gut-level  response  of  radical  left- 
ists should  have  been  the  fullest  soli- 
darity with  the  Red  Army.  Instead,  most 
left  groups — including  those  that  had 
supported  the  PDPA  before  the  Soviet 
intervention — and  most  feminists  joined 
the  anti-Communisl.  anti-woman  outcry 
against  the  USSR.  Today  they  weep  over 
Afghan  women,  but  when  there  was 
actually  a chance  to  throw  off  the  veil, 
achieve  literacy  and  break  the  power  of 
the  mullahs,  the  despicable  fake  leftists 
were  on  the  side  of  their  own  capitalist 
governments’  support  for  the  mujahedin 
cutthroats. 

Among  the  most  vociferous  of  those 
tailing  the  imperialist  anti-Soviet  crusade 
was  the  International  Socialist  Organiza- 
tion (ISO),  at  that  time  affiliated  with 
Tony  Cliff’s  British  Socialist  Workers 
Party.  When  the  Red  Army  came  to  the 
assistance  of  Afghan  women  and  leftists, 
the  British  Socialist  Worker  (12  January 
1 980)  screamed,  “Troops  Out  of  Afghan- 
istan!” In  Australia,  the  Cliffiies  Joined  a 
vile  anii-Communist  action  in  Mel- 
bourne. baldly  declaring  in  a leaflet,  “We 
call  for  the  victory  of  the  Afghan  rebels 
in  their  war  against  Russian  occupation.” 
The  Cliffites  went  on  to  champion 
reactionary,  anti-Semitic  Solidarno^d  in 
Poland,  the  only  “union”  Reagan  ever 
loved,  funded  by  the  CIA  and  the  Vatican 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  spearheading  cap- 
italist counlerrevolulion. 

When  the  Soviets  began  withdrawing 
troops  in  order  to  appease  the  imperial- 
ists, the  ISO’s  Socialist  Worker  (May 
1988)  cheered:  “We  welcome  the  defeat 
of  the  Russians  in  Afghanistan.  It  will 
give  heart  to  all  those  inside  the  USSR 
and  in  Eastern  Europe  who  want  to  break 
the  rule  of  Stalin's  heirs.”  It  did  "give 
heart”  to  the  forces  of  capitalist  counter- 
revolution that  in  the  next  few  years  suc- 
ceeded in  destroying  the  Soviet  Union 


and  the  deformed  workers  slates  of  East 
Europe,  turning  these  countries  into  dev- 
astated hellholes  racked  by  mass  unem- 
ployment. homelessness,  hunger  and 
bloody  ethnic  slaughters,  not  to  mention 
a brutal  rollback  of  women’s  rights. 

The  openly  anti-Soviet  Cliffites  were 
tar  trom  the  only  .self-styled  socialists 
who  lined  up  behind  the  imperialists’ 
anti-Soviet  war  drive.  The  late  Ernest 
Mandel’s  United  Secretariat  (USec). 
though  formally  claiming  to  defend  the 
Soviet  Unii^n.  Joined  in  screaming  for 
Soviet  troops  out  of  Afghanistan  and  in 
hailing  counterrevolutionary  Polish  Soli- 
darnos^d.  Last  September,  the  French 
Ligue  Communisic  Revolutionnaire.  the 
Usee’s  star  section,  was  the  central  orga- 
nized presence  behind  the  pro-imperialist 
rally  “for  Afghan  women”  in  Paris.  The 
USec’s  capitulation  to  Islamic  fundamen- 
talism in  Afghanistan  is  continued  in 


Algeria,  where  the  struggle  for  women’s 
liberation  is  a strategic  and  explosive 
question.  The  ICL’s  fight  for  women’s 
right  to  abortion  in  Algeria  was  de- 
nounced in  1992  as  an  "ultralefiist  im- 
becility” by  Damien  Elliott,  then  a 
spokesman  for  the  USec  left  wing.  Last 
year,  the  Algerian  USec  section,  the  Parti 
Sopialiste  des  Travailleurs,  even  with- 
drew its  formal  opposition  to  the  anti- 
woman  Family  Code  in  order  to  maintain 
an  alliance  with  village  committees  in  the 
Kabylia  region  that  exclude  women  and 
trample  on  women’s  rights. 

Anti-Communism  is  the  common  bond 
bringing  together  the  various  fake  left- 
ists— from  the  ISO  and  the  social- 
democratic  Z Magazine  in  the  U.S.  to  the 
Scottish  Socialist  Parly,  the  Communist 
Party  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Japanese 
USec  group,  the  Revolutionary  Commu- 
nist League — that  today  lionize  RAWA. 
A case  in  point  is  the  Northeastern  Anar- 
chist (FallAVinier  2001)  in  Boston,  which 
published  an  article,  “Supporting  the 
Revolutionary  Women  of  Afghanistan,” 
explaining  why  “anarchists  should  criti- 
cally support”  RAWA.  Central  to  their 
tribute  to  RAWA  is  that  “they  have  fought 
against  the  Soviet  occupation  in  1979" 
and  “against  the  rise  of  the  US-supported 
fundamentalist  reaction  which  followed." 
Driven  by  haired  for  communism,  these 
anarchists  support  pro-imperialist  “femi- 
nists” who  support  the  Afghan  monar- 
chy! For  its  part.  Northeastern  Anarchist 
refused  to  defend  Afghanistan  against 
U.S.  imperialism’s  terror  bombing. 

Our  aim  is  the  proletarian  conquest  of 
stale  power  internationally.  Despairing  of 
this  outcome,  the  fake  lefts  were  and  are 
walking  sponges  for  imperialist  anti- 
communism. Thus  these  supposed  fight- 
ers for  women’s  rights  allied  with  the  bit- 
terest and  most  barbaric  foes  of  women’s 
emancipation  and  social  progress  against 
the  Soviet  intervention. 

Feminism:  Obstacle  to 
Women's  Liberation 

Bourgeois  feminists  like  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  and  the  Femin- 
ist Majority,  who  today  pose  as  allies  and 
benefactors  of  Afghan  women,  likewise 
lined  up  behind  U.S.  imperialism’s  "holy 
war"  in  Afghanistan  in  the  1980s.  Their 
recent  concern  for  the  plight  of  Afghan 
women  dovetailed  with  a policy  shift  by 


the  Clinton  administration  in  the  late 
1990s.  as  Washington  began  denouncing 
its  erstwhile  Afghan  “freedom  fighters” 
as  “Islamic  terrorists.”  That  these  femi- 
nists are  animated  by  the  interests  and 
concerns  of  the  U.S.  imperialist  rulers 
is  hardly  surprising.  Their  central  pur- 
pose is  to  secure  equal  opportunity  for 
petty-bourgeois  and  bourgeois  women 
within  the  framework  of  capitalist  class 
society. 

Women’s  oppression  is  rooted  in  class 
society,  centrally  through  the  institution 
of  the  family.  Even  in  the  most  advanced 
bourgeois  societies  only  the  overthrow  of 
capitalist  class  rule  can  lay  the  material 
basis  for  the  full  emancipation  of  women 
in  an  egalitarian,  international  socialist 
society.  But  in  those  countries  where 
bourgeois  revolutions  never  occurred,  the 
question  of  women’s  liberation  is  literally 
one  of  life  and  death — a fight  for  such 


basic  needs  as  literacy,  education,  an  end 
to  forced  marriages,  freedom  from  the 
veil  and  the  enforced  seclusion  and  sub- 
jugation it  represents. 

As  the  Red  Army  swept  through  Cen- 
tral Asia  in  the  early  years  after  the 
1917  Russian  Revolution,  the  Bolsheviks 
undertook  the  enormous  task  of  trying  to 
liberate  women  in  that  historically  Mus- 
lim region.  When  they  spoke  of  “martyrs 
fallen  on  the  women’s  liberation  front." 
they  were  talking  about  the  dedicated 
and  heroic  activists  from  the  Department 
for  Work  Among  Women  (Zhenotdel), 
who  put  on  the  veil  to  bring  to  the 
women  of  the  Muslim  East  news  of  the 
new  Soviet  laws  and  programs  that 
would  change  their  lives.  Many  of  these 
women  lost  their  lives  at  the  hands  of 
enraged  husbands,  fathers  and  brothers 
in  these  regions.  In  fact,  it  was  the  dis- 
membered corpses  of  these  Bolshevik 
women  fighters  that  persuaded  the  Soviet 
government  to  reinstate  the  death  penalty 
specifically  for  murders  of  this  type, 
although  the  death  penally  had  already 
been  abolished  in  general. 

A political  counterrevolution  leading 
to  the  consolidation  of  the  Soviet  Stalin- 
ist bureaucracy  separates  the  liberating 
ideals  that  animated  Lenin  and  Trotsky’s 
Bolsheviks  and  the  courageous  Zhenot- 
del women  from  the  Soviet  intervention 
in  Afghanistan.  Nonetheless,  the  Soviet 
Union  remained  a workers  slate  and  the 
Red  Army  troops  offered  the  prospect  of 
liberating  Afghan  women  from  feudal 


barbarism  and  enslavement.  RAWA  stood 
on  the  other  side.  Today  it  continues  to 
look  to  the  imperialist  powers  as  the 
agency  for  bringing  some  modicum  of 
freedom  to  Afghanistan. 

Imperialism  cannot  and  will  not  bring 
Western-style  democracy  to  Afghan- 
istan or  any  of  the  colonial  and  semi- 
colonial countries.  The  development  of 
advanced  industrial  economies  and  par- 
liamentary democracy  in  the  West  was 
accompanied  by.  and  to  a large  extent 
based  on,  the  exploitation  of  the  colonial 
countries.  The  imperialists’  continuing 
subjugation  of  the  "Third  World”  re- 
quires that  they  maintain  and  reinforce 
the  indigenous  forces  of  social  and  cul- 
tural backwardness. 

Twenty-two  years  ago.  the  promise  of 
liberation  for  (he  Afghan  peoples  lay  in  a 
prolonged  Soviet  occupation.  Today,  after 
capitalist  counterrevolution  in  the  Soviet 


Union,  the  key  to  the  social  liberation 
of  the  peoples  of  Afghanistan  and  the 
region  is  in  the  proletariat  of  countries 
like  Pakistan.  Iran,  India  and  the  former 
Soviet  Central  Asian  republics.  Concen- 
trated in  manufacturing,  transport  and 
other  industries,  Pakistan’s  proletariat 
numbers  nearly  ten  million,  with  millions 
more  agricultural  workers.  Iran  has  a siz- 
able working  class  that  was.  until  the 
1979  victory  of  the  Ayatollah  Khomeini’s 
“Islamic  Revolution.”  historically  pro- 
Communist.  The  despotic  bourgeoisies 
that  rule  these  countries  are  beholden  to 
the  imperialist  exploiters,  whose  dictates 
they  enforce. 

To  achieve  social  and  national  Justice 
requires  the  seizure  of  power  by  the  pro- 
letariat. standing  at  the  head  of  all 
the  oppressed  and  led  by  internationalist 
revolutionary  vanguard  parties.  As  Leon 
Trotsky  stressed  in  advancing  the  per- 
spective of  permanent  revolution,  only 
proletarian  revolution  can  break  the 
imperialist  yoke  over  such  countries  and. 
with  the  workers’  seizure  of  power  in  the 
advanced  capitalist  countries,  end  imperi- 
alism forever.  And  as  Trotsky  noted  in  a 
1924  speech  to  the  Communist  Univer- 
sity for  Toilers  of  the  East,  as  the  exten- 
sion of  Bolshevik  power  brought  the 
prospect  of  liberation  to  the  women  of 
Central  Asia.  “There  will  be  no  belter 
communist  in  the  East,  no  belter  fighter 
for  the  ideas  of  the  revolution  and  for  the 
ideas  of  communism  than  the  awakened 
woman  worker.”* 
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Collection  in  Paris  suburb  (above),  June  1989.  International  PDC  fundraising  campaign  for  Afghan  city  besieged  by 
mujahedin  was  publicized  in  London  immigrant  press.  Thousands  in  Jalalabad  celebrated  breaking  of  siege. 
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China... 

(continued  front  page  12) 

heard  from  ihe  bloodsoaked  imperialists 
who  normally  rail  against  Beijing’s 
’‘human  rights”  violations. 

In  return  for  its  obsequious  bowing  to 
the  U.S.-led  "war  on  terror"  the  CCP 
regime  hoped  to  gain  the  imperialists' 
acquiescence  to  its  efforts  to  quash  resis- 
tance in  China’s  minority  regions,  most 
importantly  against  Turkic  Uighur  separ- 
atists in  Xinjiang  province.  Although  they 
have  carried  out  sporadic  attacks  against 
Chinese  officials  and  soldiers,  the  separ- 
atists pose  no  substantial  threat  currently 
to  CCP  rule  In  Xinjiang.  Nonetheless. 
Beijing  is  intent  on  cracking  down  on 
any  signs  of  unrest  in  this  region,  which 
is  of  significant  strategic  importance. 
Xinjiang  is  thought  to  contain  vast  oil  re- 
serves and  is  a route  for  oil  and  gas  pipe- 
lines from  Central  Asia.  Last  year.  China 
joined  with  Russia  and  four  Central  Asian 
countries  to  form  the  Shanghai  Coopera- 
tion Organization,  whose  aims  include 
cracking  down  on  Islamic  militancy  in 
Central  Asia  and  undertaking  massive 


development  projects  in  Xinjiang. 

As  it  undermines  the  defense  of  the 
Chinese  deformed  workers  state  against 
imperialism,  the  CCP  regime  increas- 
ingly opens  designated  areas  of  China  to 
raw  exploitation  by  the  imperialists  and 
the  offshore  Chinese  bourgeoisie,  who 
operate  in  league  with  corrupt  state  offi- 
cials and  local  businessmen  (often  the 
same  people).  Who  the  CCP  tops  fear  are 
the  Chinese  masses,  who  are  increasingly 
unable  to  make  a living  or  even  provide 
their  children  with  education  and  access 
to  health  care.  The  central  government 
has  devoted  ten  divisions  of  the  People’s 
Liberation  Army  (PLA)  to  try  to  maintain 
“domestic  order"  against  workers,  the 
unemployed,  small  farmers  and  retirees 
who  have  participated  in  the  thousands  of 
strikes  and  protests  against  the  privations 
of  "market  reforms," 

Through  greater  economic  penetration, 
political  subversion  and  increased  mili- 
tary pressure  and  threats,  the  imperial- 
ists are  intent  on  the  restoration  of  capi- 
talism in  China.  We  Trotskyists  of  the 
International  Communist  League  fight 
for  unconditional  military  defense  of 
China  against  imperialism  and  domestic 
counterrevolution.  What  is  needed  is  the 
forging  of  an  authentically  communist — 
i.c..  Leninist-Trotskyisl — parly  to  lead 
the  combative  Chinese  proletariat  in  a 
political  revolution  against  the  Stalinist 
bureaucratic  caste  that  undermines  the 
workers  state  and  the  gains  of  the  1949 
Revolution. 

Fake  Left's  Class  Treason 
Over  Afghanistan 

Beijing  helped  set  the  stage  for  the  cur- 
rent wave  of  renewed  imperialist  aggres- 
sion through  its  collusion  with  the  U.S. 
against  the  Soviet  military  presence  in 
Afghanistan  in  the  I98()s.  Working  in  tan- 
dem with  the  CIA.  the  CCP  regime  under 
Deng  Xiaoping  provided  arms  to  the 
mujahedin  cutthroats.  The  Soviet  Army 
entered  Afghanistan  in  defense  of  and 
at  the  request  of  a modernizing  regime 
whose  reforms  sought  to  mitigate  the 
power  of  the  landowning  oligarchy  and, 


more  importantly,  redress  the  total  sub- 
jugation of  women  in  that  .semi-feudal, 
clerically  dominated  society.  Against  the 
Soviet  intervention — one  of  the  few  un- 
questionably progressive  acts  undertaken 
by  the  Mo.scow  Stalinist  bureaucracy — 
the  Chinese  Stalinists  backed  the  en- 
slavers of  Afghan  women  and  provided 
the  CIA  with  invaluable  "listening  posts" 
in  Xinjiang,  on  the  border  of  Soviet  Cen- 
tral Asia. 

The  ignominious  withdrawal  of  the 
Soviet  Army  in  1988-89  by  the  bureau- 
cratic caste  then  led  by  Mikhail  Gorba- 
chev contributed  not  just  to  the  re- 
enslavement of  Afghan  women  but  to  the 
disintegration  of  the  Soviet  Union  Itself. 
The  Gorbachev  regime’s  retreat  from 
Afghanistan,  where  the  Red  Army  had 
not  been  militarily  defeated,  was  fully 
in  the  service  of  appeasing  imperialism. 
The  Moscow  bureaucracy  subsequently 
handed  over  East  Germany  to  the  forces 
of  capitalist  counterrevolution.  Finally, 
counterrevolution  destroyed  the  Soviet 
Union  itself,  the  most  powerful  and  dom- 
inant of  those  societies  where  capitalism 
had  been  overthrown.  This  world-historic 
defeat  reduced  the  working  people  of 


the  former  USSR  and  East  European 
deformed  workers  states  to  unimaginable 
levels  of  immiseration  and  social  decline. 
It  also  served  to  profoundly  set  back  pro- 
letarian consciousness  internationally,  as 
most  workers  today  no  longer  identify 
their  struggles  with  the  aspiration  to  a 
socialist  future. 

Serving  alongside  the  Beijing  bureauc- 
racy in  aid  of  the  imperialist  war  drive 
against  the  USSR  were  Maoist  groups 
such  as  the  Revolutionary  Communist 
Parly  in  the  U.S.,  which  denounced 
"Soviet  imperialism"  in  Afghanistan. 
They  were  joined  by  a range  of  ostensibly 
Trotskyist  outfits,  including  the  United 
Secretariat  (USec),  which  demanded 
Soviet  withdrawal  from  Afghanistan. 
Recently,  the  Hong  Kong  “Pioneer"  group, 
a USec  affiliate,  wrote  that  after  the  USSR 
“invaded"  Afghanistan,  "the  resulting  pro- 
Soviet  regime  carried  out  some  progres- 
sive reforms,  but  they  were  to  no  avail. 
The  history  of  the  2()th  century  proved 
that  one  cannot  build  socialism  through 
the  use  of  arms.  Therefore,  the  total 
defeat  ol  the  USSR  in  Afghanistan  actu- 
ally also  foretold  the  fate  of  the  USSR.” 

This  is  petty-bourgeois  pacifism  in  the 
defense  of  imperialist-sponsored  counter- 
revolution! The  withdrawal  of  Soviet 
troops  trom  Afghanistan  did  indeed 
herald  the  final  undoing  of  the  October 
Revolution,  and  from  East  Berlin  to 
Moscow  the  ICL  fought  to  the  end  to 
defeat  the  forces  of  capitalist  counter- 
revolution. While  fake  Trotskyists  and 
Maoists  howled  along  with  the  imperial- 
ists over  Afghanistan,  we  declared;  Hail 
Red  Army!  Extend  social  gains  of  the 
October  Revolution  to  Afghan  peoples! 

Pioneer’s  opposition  to  efforts  to 
"build  socialism  through  the  use  of  arms" 
is  an  echo  of  Karl  Kautsky  and  other 
social  democrats  who  reviled  the  October 
Revolution  and  the  establishment  of  the 
dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  in  Russia. 
Pioneer  mimics  as  well  the  Stalinists  who 
later  denounced  Trotsky  for  allegedly 
supporting  the  "export  of  revolution.”  For 
Lenin  and  Trotsky’s  Bolsheviks,  the 
Red  Army  was  an  auxiliary  of  revolu- 


tionary movements  abroad.  This  issue 
was  urgently  posed  when  the  Red 
Army  defeated  an  invasion  by  Pilsudski’s 
French-backed  Polish  nationalist  regime 
in  1920.  After  intense  debate,  the  Bol- 
sheviks decided  to  follow  the  retreating 
Poles  across  the  border,  "sounding  out 
with  our  bayonets  Poland’s  readiness  for 
social  revolution."  as  Lenin  put  it.  and 
seeking  a common  border  with  Germany, 
then  in  the  throes  of  deep  political  and 
social  crisis.  A victory  for  the  Red  Army 
would  have  been  of  immense  aid  in  assur- 
ing proletarian  revolutions  in  Poland  and 
Germany  and  breaking  through  the  isola- 
tion of  the  Soviet  workers  state.  But  the 
Red  Army  was  turned  back  from  Warsaw 
in  August  1920,  a defeat  that  helped  set 
the  stage  for  the  degeneration  of  the  Rus- 
sian Revolution. 

In  Afghanistan  in  the  1980s.  which  was 
so  backward  that  it  lacked  even  a proletar- 
iat. the  Soviet  Army  presence  in  support 
of  the  modernizing  government  provided 
the  possibility  of  liberating  the  society 
from  extreme  backwardness  and  oppres- 
siveness. Six  decades  before,  it  was  the 
Red  Army's  defeat  of  counterrevolution- 
ary "White”  forces  in  Centra!  Asia  that 


extended  Soviet  power  to  that  region, 
which  sub.sequently  provided  a beacon  to 
the  downtrodden  masses  of  Afghaniston 
and  elsewhere  in  the  Islamic  world.  Like- 
wise, the  rule  of  the  Chinese  People’s 
Republic  was  spread  to  Tibet  through  the 
agency  of  the  PLA,  sealed  by  its  victory 
over  the  imperialist-backed  rebellion  led 
by  the  Dalai  Lama  in  the  late  1950s. 

From  Afghanistan  in  the  1980s  to  the 
Yeltsin-led  counterrevolution  in  1991-92 
to  China  today,  the  USec  was  and  is  on 
the  other  side  of  the  barricades.  At  a pub- 
lic forum  in  Tokyo  in  November,  a Pio- 
neer spokesman  made  this  clear  by 
declaring  that  his  group  would  defend 
capitalist  Taiwan  in  a war  with  China, 
falsely  claiming  that  China  has  become  a 
capitalist  stale.  The  flimsiness  of  this 
rationale  for  Pioneer's  anti-Communism 
can  be  gauged  in  the  fact  that  even  if 
China  were  capitalist,  it  would  have  the 
right  to  claim  Taiwan  on  the  basis  of 
national  unification.  Against  such  coun- 


terfeit "Trotskyists,”  the  ICL  stands  for 
the  defense  of  the  Chinese  deformed 
workers  state  against  Taiwan  or  any  other 
capitalist  state,  and  against  the  domestic 
forces  of  counterrevolution  as  well.  The 
fight  for  proletarian  political  revolution  is 
premised  on  defense  of  the  gains  of  the 
1949  Revolution. 

Stalinism:  Gravedigger  of 
Revolutions 

From  Mao  to  Deng,  the  CCP’s  treach- 
erous collusion  with  U.S.  imperiali.sm 
was  carried  out  in  the  name  of  the  Stalin- 
ist dogma  of  building  "socialism  in  one 
country.”  This  "theory,”  propounded  by 
Stalin  in  late  1924,  served  as  a justifica- 
tion for  the  domination  of  the  bureau- 
cratic caste  that  had  usurped  political 
power  from  the  Soviet  proletariat  in  the 
context  of  economic  backwardness  and 
isolation  and  the  demoralization  of  the 
Soviet  workers  over  the  failure  of  an 
expected  socialist  revolution  in  Germany 
in  the  fall  of  1923. 

In  the  words  of  Lenin’s  “Declaration  of 
Rights  of  the  Working  and  Exploited  Peo- 
ple” (January  1918),  the  fundamental  task 
of  the  October  Revolution  was  "to  estab- 
lish a .socialist  organisation  of  society  and 
to  achieve  the  victory  of  socialism  in  all 
countries."  To  this  end.  the  nascent  work- 
ers state  under  Lenin  and  Trotsky’s 
Bolshevik  Party  devoted  some  of  its  scam 
resources  to  building  the  Third  (Com- 
munist) international,  forging,  in  the  im- 
perialist centers  and  their  colonies,  rev- 
olutionary parties  fighting  to  consign 
capitalism  to  the  dustbin  of  history.  Hav  - 
ing  propounded  "socialism  in  one  coun- 
try." the  Stalinist  usurpers,  in  the  interest 
of  maintaining  and  enhancing  their  caste 
privileges  and  power,  offered  to  confine 
socialist  revolution  within  "their"  bor- 
ders. Finally,  they  explicitly  embraced 
the  program  of  class  collaboration  and 
"peaceful  coexistence"  with  the  "demo- 
cratic" imperialists  with  the  elaboration 
of  the  Popular  Front  in  1935.  The  imperi- 
alists. however,  maintained  their  implac- 
able opposition  to  the  overturn  of  capital- 
ist rule  anywhere. 

"Socialism  in  one  country”  was  the 
program  of  Mao’s  CCP  when  it  look 
power.  Unlike  the  proletarian  revolution 
in  Russia  in  1917.  the  1949  Chinese  Rev- 
olution was  bureaucratically  deformed 
from  its  inception  under  the  rule  of  the 
peasant-based  CCP/People’s  Liberation 
Army.  Today,  under  the  increasing  pres- 
sures of  the  world  capitalist  market,  the 
dominant  section  of  the  Beijing  Stalinist 
regime  openly  advocates  a return  to  a 
“free  market”  economy. 

In  every  particular — in  its  attempt  to 
appease  imperialism,  in  its  “discovery" 
of  the  superiority  of  capitalist  “reforms.” 
in  its  contempt  for  the  well-being  of  the 
masses — the  CCP  bureaucracy  mimics 
its  Soviet  counterparts  and  prepares  the 
way  for  the  destruction  of  the  1949  Revo- 
lution. In  his  September  1939  article  on 
Stalin’s  pact  with  Hitler’s  Germany 
(“Stalin — Hitler’s  Quartermaster"),  Leon 
Trotsky  put  it  aptly  when  he  noted  that 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


"the  ruling  caste  is  no  longer  capable 
of  thinking  about  tomorrow.  Its  formula 
is  that  of  all  doomed  regimes:  ’after  us 
ihe  deluge’.** 

In  ihc  context  of  a world  economic 
recession.  China’s  entry  into  the  WTO 
may  well  lead  to  chaos,  particularly  in 
the  countryside,  where  70  percent  of  the 
population  lives.  The  nation’s  farmers 
cannot  match  the  productivity  of  agricul- 
ture in  more  advanced  societies  and,  with 
the  worldwide  contraction  of  trade,  it  is 
unlikely  that  China’s  industrial  products 
will  be  hot  sellers  on  the  world  market. 
Further  imperialist  economic  penetra- 
tion. with  accelerating  unemployment 
and  immiseration  for  China’s  masses, 
may  well  be  the  short-term  outcome.  In 
an  article  in  the  Nation  (4  March).  Jiang 
Xueqin,  who  recently  traveled  through 
China,  wrote  that  "contrary  to  West- 
ern perceptions  that  the  common  people 
are  benefiting  from  the  free  market,  the 
Chinese  see  their  government  and  the 
nation’s  elite  as  conspiring  to  sell  them 
out  to  imperialists,  aka  the  Americans." 

It  is  a measure  of  the  overwhelming 
and  fatuous  egotism  of  the  CCP  leader- 
ship that  it  has  formally  approved  Jiang 
Zemin’s  plan  to  open  the  doors  of  the 
party  to  capitalists.  For  the  moment,  the 
bureaucracy  has  refrained  from  actually 
implementing  that  move  (although  it  has 
begun  classes  for  entrepreneurs  aspiring 
to  CCP  membership).  Under  the  eco- 
nomic "reforms”  initiated  by  Deng,  the 
CCP  regime  has  already  invited  offshore 
Chinese  capitalists  to  re-invest  on  the 
mainland.  Many  in  the  top  echelons  of 
the  party  have  moved  to  secure  their  own 
place  at  the  top  of  society  in  the  event 
of  capitalist  counterrevolution,  although 
tens  of  millions  of  other  CCP  mem- 
bers would  be.  at  best,  discarded  by  a 
successful  counterrevolution,'  as  their 
counterparts  were  in  East  Europe  and 
the  USSR.  Many  of  these  same  top 
bureaucrats  have  also  secured  their  ticket 
out  of  China  by  having  their  children 
establish  foreign  citizenship.  Premier- 
designate  Hu  Jintao's  daughter  now  has 
both  American  citizenship  and  a lucra- 
tive post  at  J.P.  Morgan. 

The  roadblock  in  the  way  of  the  forces 
of  capitalist  restoration  is  the  Chinese 
proletariat,  which  has  repeatedly  shown 


Korea... 

(continued  from  page  12} 

aim.  and  that  of  the  giant  chaebol  con- 
glomerates that  dominate  South  Korean 
capitalism,  is  to  undermine  the  North 
Korean  deformed  workers  state,  in  part 
through  economic  penetration,  in  pursuit 
of  capitalist  reunification  with  the  South. 
But  it  is  Seoul’s  U.S.  imperialist  over- 
lords  who  call  the  shots,  guaranteeing 
their  domination  with  more  than  37.000 
American  troops  stationed  in  South 
Koreq. 

Since  1945.  U.S.  troops  in  Korea  and 
in  Japan  have  been  crucial  to  the  pursuit 
of  American  domination  of  the  Pacific 
Rim  region.  Under  the  fig  leaf  of  a United 
Nations  “police  action,"  the  U.S.  invaded 
Korea  in  1950  and  over  the  next  three 
years  killed  close  to  four  million  people 
in  the  Korean  War.  raining  bombs  and 
napalm  throughout  the  peninsula.  But 
U.S.  imperialism’s  attempt  to  overrun 
North  Korea  was  turned  back  by  the 
combined  forces  of  the  North  and  the 
Chinese  People’s  Liberation  Army.  The 
Korean  peninsula  was  divided  with  Ihe 
establishment  of  the  Demilitarized  Zone, 
which  is  packed  with  more  weaponry 
per  square  inch  than  any  other  place  on 
earth.  The  DMZ  is  a class  line  between 
the  capitalist  South  and  the  North,  where 
a bureaucratically  deformed  workers  state 
issued  out  of  a social  revolution  that  over- 
threw the  capitalists  and  landlords.  For 
unconditional  military  defense  of  North 
Korea  against  imperialism  and  capitalist 
counterrevolution! 

From  the  outset,  the  U.S.  military  pres- 
ence in  Korea  has  been  a dagger  at  the 
throat  of  the  North  Korean  and  Chinese 
deformed  workers  states.  It  has  also  been 
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Pratt  & Whitney  CEOs  open  joint  venture  in  China.  Workers  protest  layoffs  and  official  plundering  at  Beijing  factory; 
banner  reads.  "Where  Is  150  Million  Vuan  Worth  of  State  Property?  ” CCP’s  "market  reforms"  have  generated  massive 
proletarian  resistance. 


its  determination  to  defend  its  livelihood 
against  the  ravages  of  "market  reforms." 
This  was  exemplified  by  the  February 
2000  revolt  in  northeast  China  of  some 

20.000  miners  and  their  families,  who 
battled  police  and  army  units  called  out 
to  smash  their  protest  against  the  closing 
of  a stale-owned  molybdenum  mine.  An 
article  in  the  Japan  Times  (I  I January) 
on  an  internal  CCP  document  issued  last 
year  reported  "more  than  a few  hundred 
incidents  of  disgruntled  workers  demon- 
strating against  the  loss  of  jobs  or  non- 
payment of  salaries  while  peasants  pro- 
tested against  dues  exacted  by  the  local 
authorities.  The  document  recorded  only 
those  incidents  that  involved  more  than 

10.000  people,  and  did  not  mention 
many  other  smaller-scale  ones." 

In  deathly  fear  of  the  proletariat,  the 
bureaucracy  seeks  to  prevent  any  sign  of 
opposition  to  its  rule.  At  the  same  time,  it 
seeks  to  pacify  the  masses  by  sowing  the 
nationalist  illusion  that  "market  reforms” 
are  necessary  for  building  a modern, 
powerful  China.  Reflecting  the  growth  of 
nationalist  sentiment,  it  was  reported  in 
the  immediate  aftermath  of  September  1 1 
that  Web  sites  in  China  posted  statements 
voicing  approval  of  the  attack  on  the 
World  Trade  Center  as  just  retribution  for 
tbftprimes  of  U.S.  imperialism.  That  hei- 
nous attack — resulting  in  the  deaths  of 
several  thousand  ordinary,  working  peo- 
ple of  all  nationalities  and  races — was 


entirely  criminal  from  the  standpoint  of 
the  international  working  class.  Whoever 
perpetrated  it  embraced  the  same  mental- 
ity as  the  racist  rulers  of  America,  identi- 
fying the  working  masses  with  their 
capitalist  exploiters  and  oppressors.  For 
the  U.S.  rulers,  the  attack  served  as  a 
pretext  for  unleashing  their  military 
might  around  the  world  and,  along  with 
the  bourgeoisie  everywhere  else,  carry- 
ing out  a war  on  the  home  front  against 
immigrants,  minorities  and  the  entire 
working  class-. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  against 
Afghanistan.  ICL  sections  internationally 
raised  the  call,  "For  class  struggle  against 
the  capitalist  rulers  at  home!  Defend 
Afghanistan  against  imperialist  attack!” 
We  publicized  the  example  of  Japanese 
dock  workers  at  Sasebo  port  who  refused 
to  load  armaments  and  supplies  onto 
Japanese  navy  ships  headed  to  assist  the 
war  against  Afghanistan  (see  “Japanese 
Longshoremen  Refuse  to  Load  War- 
ships." WV  No.  770.  7 December  2001). 

The  road  forward  for  the  Chinese 
working  class  lies  not  in  retrograde 
nationalism  but  in  proletarian  interna- 
tionalism. The  all-around  modernization 
and  development  of  China — providing 
the  basis  for  a decent  life  for  alt  its  inhab- 
itants— requires  access  to  the  kind  of 
advanced  productive  forces  possessed  by 
Japan,  the  U.S.  and  West  Europe,  and  that 
at  bottom  requires  the  overthrow  of  capi- 


talist class  rule  in  those  countries.  The 
struggle  for  proletarian  political  revolu- 
tion in  China  must  be  linked  to  the  fight 
for  socialist  revolution  in  the  imperialist 
centers. 

Against  Reactionary  Separatism 
and  Han  Chauvinism 

It  is  more  than  ironic  that  Jiang  Zemin 
now  assists  the  U.S.  imperialists  in 
Afghanistan  in  order  to  legitimize  his 
efforts  to  crush  separatist  sentiment  in 
Xinjiang  province.  It  was  the  efforts  ot 
his  predecessor,  Deng  Xiaoping,  in  sup- 
port of  the  CIA-backed  mujahedin  that 
propelled  Uighurs  and  others  to  seek 
training  in  "holy  war”  in  Afghanistan 
and  opened  the  border  to  the  arms  and 
influence  of  the  mullahs.  The  pullout  of 
the  Soviet  Army  from  Afghanistan  and 
subsequent  disintegration  of  the  USSR 
inspired  some  in  Xinjiang  to  dream  of 
their  own  "Islamic  republic.” 

Unlike  the  "Free  Tibet"  forces  around 
the  Dalai  Lama,  who  have  long  been 
supported  by  the  CIA,  the  Xinjiang  sep- 
aratists seem  to  have  little  following 
outside  the  exile  circles  who  fled  China 
after  resistance  to  CCP  rule  died  out 
in  the  province  in  the  early  1950s.  We 
oppose  reactionary  separatist  movements 
that  wield  the  call  for  "national  indepen- 
dence” as  a bludgeon  against  the  1949 
Revolution,  which  brought  enormous 
continued  on  page  10 


wielded  against  challenges  by  the  South 
Korean  masses  to  the  chaebol  bourgeoi- 
sie. from  suppressing  numerous  peasant 
uprisings  in  the  1940s  to  supporting  the 
South  Korean  military’s  crushing  of  the 
May  1980  uprising  in  the  city  of  Kwangju, 
in  which  some  2.000  people  were  massa- 
cred. U.S.  troops  were  instrumental  in 
maintaining  the  military  dictatorship  in 
Seoul  that  lasted  until  the  late  1980s. 

The  struggle  against  imperialism  and 
the  chaebol  bourgeoisie  must  be  waged 
as  a fight  for  socialist  revolution  in 
the  South,  whose  proletariat  is  one  of 
the  most  combative  in  the  world.  Shortly 
after  Bush’s  visit,  electricity  and  rail 
workers  organized  by  the  Federation  of 
Korean  Trade  Unions  went  on  a three-day 
strike  against  privatization  plans,  later 
joined  by  tens  of  thousands  of  auto  work- 
ers at  Hyundai  and  Kia.  Coming  at  a time 
when  the  imperialists  are  increasing  pres- 
sure on  the  South  Korean  government  to 
rein  in  labor  militancy,  these  strikes  were 
met  with  brutal  repression.  Dan  Byong 
Ho.  president  of  the  Korean  Confedera- 
tion of  Trade  Unions,  has  been  seized  and 
some  36  other  strike  leaders  are  threat- 
ened with  arrest.  The  labor  movement 
internationally  must  demand:  Free  Dan 
Byong  Ho!  Hands  off  all  strikers! 

The  key  political  obstacle  standing  in 
the  way  of  the  South  Korean  proletariat’s 
road  to  power  is  the  nationalism  that 
serves  to  bind  the  working  class  to 
its  "own"  capitalist  class.  Reinforced  by 
the  history  of  Korea’s  subjugation  by 
Japane.se  and  U.S.  imperialism,  national- 
ist ideology  is  prevalent  among  South 
Korean  student  left  groups,  .some  of 
which  politically  support  the  Stalinist 
North  Korean  regime.  Nationalism  is 
fostered  as  well  by  the  trade-union 
bureaucracy,  feeding  illusions  among  the 


workers  in  a "progressive”  and  "anti- 
imperialist” wing  of  the  South  Korean 
bourgeoisie,  which  in  fact  is  completely 
under  the  thumb  of  imperialism.  The 
proletariat  can  only  go  forward  on  the 
basis  of  class  independence  from  the 
Seoul  bourgeoisie,  whose  talk  of  "friend- 
ship” with  the  North  is  a means  of  bring- 
ing about  a united  capitalist  Korea. 

The  North  Korean  foreign  ministry 
responded  to  Bush’s  diatribes  by  stat- 
ing that  his  comments  represented  the 
"gangster-like  logic  of  a typical  rogue 
and  a kingpin  of  terrorism.”  That  descrip- 
tion certainly  fits  Bush  and  his  unhinged 
Cold  Warriors  in  Washington.  While  the 
imperialists  have  maintained  a starvation 
embargo  against  North  Korea,  it  was 
with  the  destruction  of  the  Soviet  Union 
through  capitalist  counterrevolution  in 
1991-92  that  the  North  Korean  econ- 
omy lost  its  lifeline  and  was  .sent  into  a 
devastating  tailspin.  However,  beginning 
in  the  mid  1990s  China  has  supported 
North  Korea  with  subsidized  power  and 
food  shipments.  In  recent  years,  rhetoric 
aside.  Pyongyang  has  bent  over  backward 
to  accommodate  nearly  all  the  imperial- 
ists’ demands,  from  shelving  missile  tests 
to  freezing  its  nuclear  energy  program. 
Smelling  blood,  the  Japanese  imperialists 


have  stepped  up  their  provocations,  sink- 
ing a "suspected  North  Korean  spy  ship”  in 
Chinese  waters  in  December,  killing  15. 

Far  from  seeking  proletarian  struggle 
to  overthrow  the  South  Korean  bourgeoi- 
sie. the  North  Korean  Stalinists  cal!  for 
"peaceful”  reunification.  This  perspec- 
tive. offered  first  under  Kim  II  Sung  and 
now  under  his  son  and  successor  Kim 
Jong  II.  flows  from  the  nationalism  of  this 
particularly  bizarre  bureaucracy,  whose 
autarkic  program  ofy«c/jt’  (self-reliance) 
is  an  extreme  variant  of  the  Stalinist 
dogma  of  "socialism  in  one  country.”  The 
International  Communist  League  fights 
for  the  revolutionary  reunification  of 
Korea — through  socialist  revolution  in 
the  South  and  proletarian  political  revo- 
lution in  the  North. 

Korean  workers  must  embrace  an  in- 
ternationalist perspective,  linking  their 
struggles  with  those  of  the  Chinese  work- 
ers against  the  threat  of  capitalist  counter- 
revolution there  and  of  the  proletariat  in 
the  imperialist  centers,  particularly  Japan 
and  the  U.S..  against  their  capitalist 
exploiters.  To  lead  the  fight  for  a social- 
ist Asia,  we  fight  to  build  revolutionary 
Trotskyist  parties,  .sections  of  a reforged 
Fourth  International.  All  U.S.  troops  out 
of  Korea  now!m 


- Trotskyist  League/Ligue  trotskyste  Forum  - 

For  a Revolutionary  Workers  Party! 

Mass  Protests  Shake  Argentina 

Saturday,  March  23,  7:30  p.m. 

Trinity-St.  Paul's  Centre,  427  Bloor  Street  West  (one  block  west  of  Spadma) 


TORONTO 


For  more  information:  (416)  593-4138 
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Israel... 

(continued  from  page  / ) 

year  ago.  a much-publicized  confer- 
ence of  leading  figures  from  ihe  defense 
and  political  establishments  called  for 
mass  expulsion  of  Palestinians  from  the 
Occupied  Territories.  Now  the  Council 
for  Peace  and  Security — a group  of 
1.000  reserve  generals  and  senior  offi- 
cers and  ex-officials  from  the  Mossad 
and  Shin  Beth  intelligence  agencies — 
has  announced  a campaign  for  unilateral 
Israeli  withdrawal  from  the  Gaza  Strip 
and  part  of  the  West  Bank,  including  the 
dismantling  of  most  settlements. 

What  is  animating  such  sentiment 
was  captured  by  Nahum  Barnea.  a lead- 
ing Israeli  commentator  and  columnist 
for  Yediot  Ahranoi:  “After  17  months  of 
intifada,  we  must  admit  that  the  Pale.s- 
tinians  have  not  been  broken.  Despair 
has  only  steeled  them.  Economic  and 
human  distress  has  only  pushed  them 
to  acts  of  madness.”  While  the  Zionist 
rampage  in  the  Occupied  Territories  con- 
tinues unabated,  the  Palestinians  have 
inflicted  significant  blows  against  Israeli 
troops  and  settlers. 

What  really  shook  the  Zionist  rulers 
was  the  destruction  in  February  of  a 
Merkava  3 lank  by  a handmade  land 
mine.  As  the  New  York  Times  (16  Febru- 
ary) noted:  “The  stark  evidence  that  even 
the  Israeli  flagship  tank — the  Merkava  3, 
one  of  the  toughest  tanks  in  the  world — 
was  vulnerable  to  Palestinian  weapons 
fanned  fears  today  that  Israeli  forces 
were  facing  the  same  kind  of  punishing 
war  of  attrition  in  the  West  Bank  and 
Gaza  Strip  that  they  fought  so  long  in 
Lebanon.”  It  was  in  response  to  the  1982 
invasion  of  Lebanon — under  the  com- 
mand of  the  butcher  Sharon — that  the 
military  "refusenik"  organization  Yesh 
Gvul  (There  Is  a Limit)  was  first  formed. 

The  recent  cracks  in  Israeli  society 
reflect  a common  perception  that  Sharon 
has  delivered  neither  the  peace  nor  the 
security  he  promised  when  he  was  elected 
last  year.  Since  December,  his  approval 
rating  has  dropped  from  70  percent  to  42 
percent.  The  Jerusalem  Post  (18  Febru- 
ary), a right-wing  government  mouth- 
piece. wails  that  Israel's  “resolve”  is 
cracking  and  a "chorus  of  defeatism  can 
be  heard  in  the  land.”  But  Sharon’s  latest 


China... 

(continued from  page  9} 

gains  in  health,  living  standards  and  edu- 
cation to  the  minority  peoples. 

Our  proletarian-internationalist  de- 
fense ot  the  Chinese  deformed  workers 
stale  against  counterrevolutionary  separ- 
atists is  counterposed  to  the  nationalism 
of  the  ruling  bureaucratic  caste,  which 
favors  the  Han  Chinese  who  constitute 
over  90  percent  of  the  population.  Thus, 
while  the  1949  Revolution  provided  the 
basis  for  social  advancement  for  all.  the 
policies  of  the  bureaucracy  for  the  most 
part  have  tended  toward  Sinification.  fre- 
quently supplemented  by  efforts  to  sub- 
merge minority  regions  in  a sea  of  Han 
emigres.  Mongolians  now  make  up  less 
than  a fifth  of  the  population  of  Inner 
Mongolia,  w'hile  the  Uighur  proportion  of 
Xinjiang's  population  has  dropped  from 
three-fourths  to  less  than  half,  about 
equal  to  the  Han  population  there.  As  in 
Tibet,  state  officials  and  party  cadres  in 
what  is  officially  known  as  the  “Xinjiang 
Uighur  Autonomous  Region"  are  over- 
whelmingly Han  Chinese  and  Mandarin 
is  the  official  language,  making  govern- 
ment virtually  inaccessible  to  the  native 
populations. 

Over  the  last  two  decades,  massive 
unemployment  in  the  Chinese  heartland 
engendered  by  economic  "reforms”  has 
accelerated  Han  emigration  to  minority 
regions  in  search  of  jobs  or  rudimentary 
business  ventures.  As  investment  funds 
from  the  central  government  begin  to 
pour  into  Xinjiang  in  order  to  develop 
its  mineral  re.sources.  Han  managers  and 
entrepreneurs  prefer  the  better-educated. 


Sharon’s  1982 
massacre  of 
Palestinians  in 
Sabra  and  Shatila 
refugee  camps  in 
Lebanon  was 
preceded  by 
disarming  of  PLO 
fighters  by  UN 
intervention  force. 


provocations  in  the  Occupied  Territories, 
followed  by  a Cabinet  decision  to  further 
intensify  the  war  of  terror  against  the  Pal- 
estinians. underline  that  the  Israeli  gov- 
ernment could  well  yet  seek  to  implement 
a cataclysmic  "peace  of  the  graveyard.” 
When  Foreign  Mini.sier  Shimon  Peres 
told  the  Knesset  (parliament)  that  “we 
can’t  just  expel  3.5  millioi)  people  from 
their  homes."  a right-wing  parliamentar- 
ian shot  back.  "Yes  we  can,  yes  we  can." 
A leading  member  of  the  Israeli  Cabinet, 
Tourism  Minister  Benny  Elom,  is  an  open 
advocate  of  the  forcible  "transfer"  of  the 
Palestinian  population  out  of  the  territo- 
ries, a genocidal  "final  solution”  sup- 
ported by  35  percent  of  the  Israeli  popu- 
lation, according  to  a February  1 5 poll  by 
the  Israeli  paper  Ma'ariv. 

Following  a sniper  attack  on  one  of  the 
hated  checkpoints  yesterday  that  killed 
seven  soldiers  and  three  settlers,  a spokes- 
man for  the  Aksa  Martyrs  Brigade  said, 
"This  is  our  new  slogan  now:  Break  the 
siege  and  remove  the  checkpoints.”  The 
attacks  against  army  checkpoints  and 
bases  and  against  the  heavily  armed  set- 
tler auxiliaries  are  directed  at  the  military 
forces  of  the  oppressive  Zionist  occupa- 
tion. In  contrast,  the  suicide  bombings  of 
Israeli  civilians  at  shopping  malls  and 
discos,  carried  out  by  Islamic  groups  like 
Hamas  and  the  secular  nationalist  Aksa, 


are  reprehensible  and  criminal  from  a 
proletarian  standpoint.  Such  indiscrimi- 
nate terror,  deeming  all  Jews  to  be  ene- 
mies. mirrors  the  anti-Arab  chauvinism 
of  the  far  more  murderous  Zionist  rulers 
and  serves  to  drive  Hebrew-speaking 
workers  into  the  arms  of  their  capitalist 
exploiters.  But  while  the  Palestinian 
attacks  on  the  Israeli  army  have  helped 
fuel  sentiment  for  a withdrawal,  the  Pal- 
estinians cannot  prevail  in  a military  con- 
flict with  the  Zionist  juggernaut. 

At  bottom,  the  military  struggle  of  the 
Palestinian  nationalists  is  aimed  at  pres- 
suring the  imperialists  and  the  Arab  bour- 
geoisies. Looking  to  the  Arab  regimes  to 
aid  the  Palestinian  cause  is  a suicidal 
strategy.  The  result  of  this  strategy  was 
seen  in  the  1 970  "Black  September”  mas- 
sacre of  thousands  of  Palestinian  fighters 
by  the  Jordanian  monarchy.  That  the  reac- 
tionary Saudi  monarchy  is  now  embraced 
by  Arafat  and  others  as  a guardian  of  Pal- 
estinian national  rights  is  a travesty.  After 
the  I991  U.S. -led  Gulf  War,  Saudi  Arabia 
joined  Kuwait  in  brutally  expelling  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  Palestinian  (and 
Yemeni)  laborers,  and  Palestinians  are 
still  excluded  from  entering  Saudi  Arabia. 
Only  through  the  overthrow  of  not  only 
the  Israeli  bourgeoisie  but  of  the  Jorda- 
nian monarchy  and  the  other  Arab  ruling 
classes  can  the  right  of  national  self- 


determination  for  both  the  Palestinian 
Arab  and  Hebrew-speaking  peoples  and 
the  many  other  peoples  of  the  region  be 
equitably  realized.  For  a socialist  federa. 
tion  of  the  Near  East! 

The  fissures  in  the  Zionist  bunker  pose 
opportunities  for  revolutionaries  to  drive 
a wedge  between  the  Hebrew-speaking 
proletariat  and  its  chauvinist  exploiters. 
Adding  to  the  growing  wur-wearine.ss  of  ' 
the  Hebrew-.speaking  population  is  the 
economic  impact  of  the  war  against  the 
Palestinians.  As  the  conflict  drags  on 
without  apparent  end.  the  sharp  losses  m 
tourism  and  construction  have  begun  to  i 
mean  cuts  in  jobs  and  social  services  for 
Israeli  workers,  and  there  have  been  a 
number  of  strikes  recently. 

As  revolutionary  Marxists,  we  seek  lo 
smash  the  Zionist  garrison  state  from 
within.  As  we  wrote  recently,  "We  have 
no  illusions  that  it  will  be  easy  to  shatter 
the  intense  anti-Arab  chauvinism  of  the 
Hebrew-speaking  working  cla.ss.  But  it  is 
the  task  of  revolutionaries  to  utilize  every 
opportunity,  every  strike,  every  action 
that  pits  the  working  class  against  the 
Zionist  capitalist  rulers  to  emphasize  Ihe 
necessity  for  joint  struggle  by  the  Pales- 
tinian Arab  and  Hebrew-speaking  work- 
ers. In  the  course  of  such  struggles  will  be 
forged  the  internationalist  Trotskyist 
party  which  champions  the  national  rights 
of  the  Palestinians  as  part  of  the  fight  to 
place  the  proletariat  in  power"  (VVV'No.  ' 
77 1,  28  December  200 1). 

“Remember  Sabra  and  Shatila 
—Don’t  Trust  the  UN!” 

The  fight  for  proletarian  slate  power 
throughout  the  Near  East  is  the  only  road 
forward  for  the  Palestinian  people.  The 
petty-bourgeois  nationalists  of  Arafat's 
Palestine  Liberation  Organization  (PLO)  | 
see  no  other  road  than  to  beg  the  impc-  I 
rialists  to  pressure  the  Zionist  butchers  * 
for  “peace."  This  is  also  the  plea  of  the 
reformist  and  centrist  left  organizations  in 
the  West  which,  rejecting  the  possibility 
of  proletarian  revolution,  cynically  ped- 
dle the  lie  that  their  own  bourgeoisies  can 
bring  national  justice  to  the  Palestinians 

Given  the  overt  hostility  of  the  Bush 
administration  toward  the  Palestinians, 
and  the  even  more  foam-flecked  support 
for  Sharon  by  Democrats  like  Hillary 
Clinton,  the  reformist  Workers  World 
(lO  January)  in  the  U.S.  limits  itself  to 


"more  reliable"  and  Mandarin-speaking 
emigres,  while  the  native  peoples  become 
more  resentful.  Indicative  of  the  Chinese 
Stalinists’  own  chauvinism  against  Islam- 
ic minorities  is  Beijing’s  hailing  of  capi- 
talist Russia’s  suppression  of  the  Chechen 
people’s  just  .struggle  for  independence, 

The  deep  grievances  of  Xinjiang’s 
minorities  under  the  Han-chauvinist  offi- 
cialdom can  be  gauged  by  the  fact  that 
they  used  to  regularly  flee  to  the  Soviet 
Union.  In  1 962  alone,  tens  of  thousands 
of  Xinjiang  Muslims  undertook  a mass 
exodus  across  the  border  into  Soviet  Cen- 
tral Asia.  Although  the  Soviet  bureauc- 
racy was  imbued  with  Great  Russian 
chauvinism,  its  conduct  was  conditioned 
by  the  fact  that  Russians  were  but  a slight 
majority  within  the  Soviet  state.  In  order 
to  integrate  the  peoples  of  diverse  na- 
tional and  ethnic  backgrounds  that  made 
up  the  Soviet  Union,  the  bureaucracy 
retained  a more  democratic  heritage  in 
regard  to  the  nationalities  question  than 
Mao’s  China.  Even  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  bureaucracy,  the  USSR’s 
planned  economy  served  to  greatly  mod- 
ernize and  develop  the  Central  Asian 
Soviet  republics,  to  the  benefit  particu- 
larly of  women. 

The  economic  and  social  policies  of 
the  CCP  bureaucracy  provide  all  the  fuel 
necessary  to  light  the  fires  of  secession. 
A successful  proletarian  political  revolu- 
tion would  instantly  move  lo  provide 
China’s  minority  regions  with  a maxi- 
mum of  self-rule  while  providing  all  the 
technical,  educational  and  financial  re- 
sources necessary  to  redress  the  back- 
wardness and  misery  endemic  in  those 
areas.  Under  such  a regime.  China’s 
minority  regions  would  become  a beacon 


in  the  struggle  for  social  liberation  of 
national  and  ethnic  minorities  in  Central, 
South  and  East  Asia. 

The  Chinese  Stalinist  bureaucracy  has 
placed  the  1 949  Revolution  in  grave  dan- 
ger. Simultaneously,  its  policies  have 
sparked  the  social  protests  and  working- 
class  resistance  that  are  the  necessary  tin- 
der for  proletarian  political  revolution,  a 
harbinger  of  which  was  .seen  in  the  1 989 
uprising  that  began  with  students  in  Tian- 
anmen Square  and  quickly  drew  the 


working  class  into  the  struggle.  Critically 
lacking  then,  and  now,  is  a Trotskyist 
party  that  links  defense  of  the  collectiv- 
ized foundations  of  the  Chinese  w'orkerN 
state  to  the  spread  of  socialist  revolution 
throughout  Asia  and  internationally,  par- 
ticularly in  the  centers  of  imperialist 
power.  The  ICL  is  dedicated  to  resolving 
the  problem  of  revolutionary  leadership 
as  we  fight  to  reforge  Trotsky’s  Fourth 
International — world  party  of  socialist 
revolution.! 
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enthusing  that  support  "has  been  grow- 
ing dramatically"  for  "nationalist,  left 
and  Islamic  Palestinian  organizations" — 
which  includes  the  anti-Semitic,  anti- 
woman Islamic  reactionaries  of  Hamas.  It 
goes  on  to  laud  the  Popular  Front  for  the 
Liberation  of  Palestine  (PFLP)  as  "the 
largest  Palestinian  Marxist  organization.” 
In  fact,  the  PFLP  is  simply  a petty- 
bourgeois  nationalist  group  which  has 
long  relied  on  Syrian  patronage  and  was 
notorious  in  the  early  1970s  for  airline 
hijackings  and  other  indiscriminate  ter- 
ror attacks.  Like  Arafat,  PFLP  leader 
Ahmad  Saadat  looks  to  the  UN.  as  he 
said  in  an  interview  in  Al-Hadai  last  year, 
to  "force  Israel  to  implement  United 
Nations  resolutions.” 

In  Europe,  where  the  capitalist  govern- 
ments do  strike  a posture  of  opposing  the 
Israeli  onslaught  against  the  Palestinians, 
the  fake  left  explicitly  appeals  for  impe- 
rialist intervention  in  the  Near  East.  And 
nowhere  is  this  more  the  case  than  in 
France,  whose  bourgeoisie  is  the  most 
vocally  critical  of  the  U.S.  A demonstra- 
tion in  Brussels  on  February  27  and  a pre- 
vious one  in  Paris  on  December  19.  both 
promoted  by  the  French  Ligue  Com- 
muniste  Revolutionnaire  (LCR),  were 
centered  on  the  call,  "For  an  interna- 
tional peace  and  protection  force!"  This 
has  long  been  the  position  of  the  LCR. 
In  November  2000,  it  called  for  “a  polit- 
ical fight  directed  at  the  European 
Union  and  the  French  government  so 
that  they  respond  positively  to  the  press- 
ing demands  of  the  Palestinian  national 
movement"  {Rouge,  1 December  2000), 
Lutie  Ouvriere  (LO)  strikes  a differ- 
ent pose,  writing  in  its  journal  Luttc 
lie  Classe  (January/February  2002),  “The 
only  possible  perspective  is  a real  coexis- 
tence. a fraternal  cooperation  between 
the  peoples.  But  for  this  the  only  solu- 
tion is  to  put  an  end  to  the  imperialist 
presence  in  the  region  and  to  the  oppres- 
sion not  only  by  Israel  but  by  all  the 
states  and  possessing  classes  in  the 
region,  who  in  various  degrees  are  the 
agents  of  imperialism.”  LO’s  talk  of 
"anti-imperialism"  isn’t  worth  the  paper 
It’s  printed  on.  Last  year.  LO  signed 
on  to  an  appeal  to  France  and  the  Euro- 
pean -Union  (EU)  to  intervene  in  the 
Near  East,  and  LO  mobilized  its  forces 
for  the  pro-imperialist  demonstration  in 
December.  Meanwhile,  the  anarchists  of 
Couraut  Alternatif  {VthTUiizy  2002),  not- 
withstanding their  profession  of  opposi- 
tion to  all  state  powers,  join  in  the  cho- 
rus of  appeals  for  an  "international 
protection  force  in  the  Occupied  Territo- 
ries." Such  appeals  parallel  calls  by  Ara- 
fat and  Arab  bourgeois  regimes  for  a 
United  Nations  "peacekeeping”  force  in 
the  Occupied  Territories. 

Intervening  into  a protest  organized 
by  Palestinian  and  Maghrebin  (North 
African)  organizations  in  Paris  on  March 
2.  a contingent  of  the  Ligue  Trolskyste  de 
France,  section  of  the  International  Com- 
munist League,  marched  under  a banner 
reading.  "Defend  the  Palestinian  People! 
French/UN/U.S.  Troops  Hands  Off  the 
Near  East!"  Our  slogans  were  directly 
counterposed  to  calls  from  the  podium  for 
imperialist  economic  sanctions  against 
Israel.  Many  Arab  youth,  in  their  desper- 
ation over  the  plight  of  the  Palestinians, 
see  no  alternative  to  imperialist  interven- 
tion. Nonetheless,  particularly  striking  a 
chord  among  many  of  the  protesters  was 
an  LTF  sign  reading.  "Remember  Sabra 
and  Shatila — Don't  Trust  the  UN!” 

In  1982.  faced  with  constant  Israeli 
bombing  raids  over  Beirut.  Arafat  begged 
for  imperialist  intervention  to  protect 
Palestinian  refugees  and  PLO  fighters 
in  Lebanon.  U.S.,  French  and  Italian 
“peacekeeping"  troops  moved  into  Leba- 
non to  disarm  the  PLO  militants,  oversee- 
ing the  transfer  of  many  to  Tunisia.  With 
the  PLO  fighters  gone,  in  September 
1982  Israeli  troops  surrounded  the  Sabra 
and  Shatila  refugee  camps  in  West  Beirut, 
and  then  Israeli  defense  minister  Ariel 
Sharon  let  loose  the  fascistic  Lebanese 
Christian  militias  for  a 36-hour  orgy  of 
killing,  rape  and  torture.  More  than  2.000 
people — mainly  women,  children  and  the 
elderly — were  slaughtered,  shot  at  close 


range.  Now  Sharon  complains  that  he  was 
not  able  to  kill  Arafat  as  well  at  the  time. 

The  hypocrisy  of  the  French  bour- 
geoisie's more  sympathetic  posture  to- 
ward the  Palestinian  Arabs  is  exposed  not 
only  by  France’s  history  of  brutal  colonial 
subjugation  and  torture  in  Algeria  but  by 
the  racist  persecution  of  the  large  Arab 
minority  in  France  today.  The  govern- 
ment of  Socialist  Party  premier  Lionel 
Jospin  seized  on  the  U.S. -declared  "war 
on  terror"  after  September  1 1 to  reinstate 
the  dreaded  Vigipirate  campaign  of  police 
roundups  of  immigrants  and  youth  of 
North  African  origin.  Yet  LO  remains 
silent  when  it  comes  to  anti-Maghrebin 
Vigipirate  terror.  Notably,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  LCR  and  the  anarchist  CNT, 
the  bulk  of  the  French  left  boycotted  the 
March  2 demonstration  organized  by 
Maghrebin  and  immigrant  groups. 

As  one  of  the  LTF  placards  on  March  2 
declared.  "The  Fight  Against  French 


Imperialism  Abroad  Means  Class  Strug- 
gle at  Home.”  Maghrebin  workers  form  a 
key  component  of  the  multiethnic  indus- 
trial proletariat  in  France.  At  an  LTF  pub- 
lic meeting  in  Paris  the  week  before  the 
demonstration,  our  speaker  stressed:  "A 
protest  strike  against  Vigipirate  and  the 
repression  against  the  Arab  population  in 
France  would  do  more  for  the  Palestinian 
cause  than  10,000  people  in  Brussels.” 

Near  East:  Cockpit  for 
Interimperialist  Rivalry 

The  LCR.  among  other  left  groups, 
calls  for  European  delegations  of  civilian 
observers  in  the  Occupied  Territories. 
While  some  idealistic  youth  might  see 
this  as  a way  to  deter  Israeli  army  terror, 
in  fact  such  "moral  witness”  tactics  are 
aimed  at  securing  imperialist  “peacekeep- 
ing” intervention.  In  a similar  vein, 
groups  like  the  U.S.  International  Social- 
ist Organization  and  the  British  Workers 
Power  push  for  a consumer  boycott  of 
Israeli  exports  or  “divestment"  of  Israeli 
slocks.  Such  impotent  appeals  to  Western 
consumers  are  at  bottom  a ruse  for  pres- 
suring the  imperialists  to  impose  eco- 
nomic .sanctions,  which  is  the  only  way 
"divestment”  can  be  realized.  All  .such 
approaches  are  premised  on  portraying 
the  Western  imperialist  powers  as  enforc- 
ers of  democracy  and  justice,  behind 
which  lies  a direct  capitulation  by  the 
fake  left  to  the  imperialist  appetites  of 
their  own  bourgeoisies. 

The  attempt  of  the  French  and  other 
EU  governments  to  put  themselves  for- 
ward as  "peacemakers”  and  wrest  some 
influence  from  the  U.S.  among  the  Arab 
states  reflects  a longstanding  conflict  of 
interest  between  American  and  European 
capitalism:  the  economics  of  world  oil. 
The  world  oil  market  is  dominated  by 
American  companies  like  Exxon-Mobil, 
which  effectively  control  Saudi  Arabia, 
while  the  core  countries  of  the  EU — Ger- 
many and  France — are  not  major  produc- 
ers or  distributors  of  oil. 

The  Europeans  have  significant  trade 
with  and  investment  in  Iran,  and  the 
French  have  been  negotiating  for  sev- 
eral years  to  invest  in  the  Iraqi  oil  fields 
but  cannot  do  so  as  long  as  the  U.S. 
maintains  the  embargo.  The  furor  pro- 
voked in  Europe  by  Bush’s  talk  of  an 


"axis  of  evil"  including  Iraq  and  Iran  is 
an  expression  of  these  particular  con- 
flicts in  the  Near  East.  More  broadly, 
the  European  imperialists  are  frustrated 
that  Washington’s  overwhelming  military 
superiority  impedes  them  from  pursuing 
their  own  ambitions. 

In  calling  for  the  Jospin  government  to 
intervene  in  the  Near  East,  groups  like 
the  LCR  line  up  behind  the  French  bour- 
geoisie in  its  growing  competition  with 
the  U.S.  and  other  imperialist  powers. 
French  imperialism  is  intent  on  regaining 
its  former  sphere  of  influence  in  the 
region,  where  it  had  been  the  colonial 
overlord  of  Syria  and  Lebanon  (not  to 
mention  much  of  North  Africa).  U.S. 
opposition  to  the  1956  Anglo-French  in- 
vasion of  Egypt  aimed  at  reconquering 
the  Suez  Canal— carried  out  in  alliance 
with  the  Zionist  state — signaled  the  de- 
cline of  French  and  British  influence  and 
the  ascendancy  of  American  imperialism 


in  the  Near  East.  The  EU  is  already  the 
largest  trading  partner  for  Egypt.  Syria, 
Lebanon.  Jordan  and  Israel.  But,  as  Bel- 
gian foreign  minister  Louis  Michel  pul 
it.  "The  EU  does  not  want  to  play  an  eco- 
nomic role  only,  but  also  a political  one” 
{Al-Ahram  Weekly,  14  February). 

The  European  and  American  imperial- 
ists, as  well  as  the  Arab  bourgeois 
regimes,  are  utterly  opposed  to  a genuine 
realization  of  Palestinian  national  rights. 
The  Saudi  proposal  currently  embraced 
by  the  EU  would  offer,  at  best,  the  kind  of 
bantustan-style  mini-state  envisioned  by 


Turkey... 

(continued  from  page  2) 

In  November,  the  leftist  DISK  union  fed- 
eration and  other  trade  unions  organized 
a protest  of  up  to  10.000  people  in  Istan- 
bul against  unemployment  and  the  attack 
on  Afghanistan;  demonstration  speakers 
declared  their  solidarity  with  the  impris- 
oned hunger  strikers.  In  Germany,  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  ethnic  Turkish  and 
Kurdish  workers  are  a strategic  compo- 
nent of  the  working  class  and  can  be  a 
living  bridge  between  class  struggle  in 
Turkey  and  in  the  industrial  heartland 
of  Europe.  Labor  protests  and  political 
strikes  in  Germany  in  support  of  the  left- 
ist prisoners  could  strike  a powerful  blow 
for  their  freedom  and  push  forward  united 


the  U.S. -sponsored  1993  Oslo  accord 
between  Israel  and  the  PLO.  While  head- 
lining its  editorial  on  the  accord  "Toward 
a ‘Banlustan’,’’  the  LCR  enthused  over  "a 
new  dynamic"  and  called  it  the  "first 
stage  of  a process  that  could  radically 
change  the  situation”  {Inprecor,  October 
1993).  Its  sister  section  in  Israel  went  fur- 
ther. demanding  that  the  Israeli  govern- 
ment follow  through  with  "the  exact 
implementation  of  the  agreements”  {The 
Other  Front,  5 September  1994).  The 
“dynamic”  hailed  by  the  LCR  has  proven 
to  be  one  of  ever  more  suffocating  impris- 
onment of  the  Palestinians  in  an  Israeli- 
dominated  ghetto. 

As  we  warned  at  the  time,  far  from 
offering  even  the  most  deformed  expres- 
sion of  self-.delermination,  Arafat’s  deal 
placed  "the  PLO’s  seal  on  the  national 
oppression  of  the  long-suffering  Palestin- 
ian Arab  masses"  ("Israel-PLO  Deal  for 
Palestinian  Ghetto."  IVV^No.  583,  10  Sep- 
tember 1993).  At  best,  the  “two-state 
solution”  being  pushed  by  the  imperial- 
ists. the  “left"  Zionists  and  Arab  nation- 
alists would  mean  an  impoverished  Pal- 
estinian statelet  under  the  stranglehold  of 
the  Zionist  stale  and  with  no  viable  econ- 
omy. Moreover,  it  would  permanently 
consign  the  millions  of  Palestinian  refu- 
gees to  the  camps  in  Lebanon.  Jordan  and 
elsewhere  where  they  now  languish. 

The  answer  to  the  plight  of  the  Pales- 
tinian people  lies  not  in  petty-bourgeois 
nationalism  but  in  an  internationalist  pro- 
letarian perspective.  The  Palestinians, 
spread  throughout  the  Near  East,  suffer 
national  oppression  not  just  in  the  Occu- 
pied Territories  but  within  Israel  itself  as 
well  as  in  Jordan  and  Lebanon,  which 
have  large  Palestinian  concentrations. 
National  and  social  liberation  will  only 
come  through  workers  revolutions  against 
all  the  capitalist  regimes  of  the  region  and 
the  creation  of  a socialist  federation  of  the 
Near  East.  The  Hebrew-speaking  prole- 
tariat must  be  broken  from  the  reactionary 
chauvinism  of  the  Israeli  rulers  and  won 
to  the  defense  of  the  oppressed  Pales- 
tinians. and  the  Palestinians  and  other 
Arab  workers  must  be  broken  from  petty- 
bourgeois  nationalism  and  Ulamic  funda- 
mentalism. If  the  Zionist  madmen  are  not 
to  ultimately  unleash  their  nuclear  arse- 
nal and  engulf  the  whole  region  in  a hol- 
ocaust. the  Hebrew-speaking  proletariat 
must  join  with  Arab  workers  in  sweeping 
away  the  entire  rotten  edifice  of  capitalist 
class  rule  in  the  Near  East.H 


struggle  by  the  working  class  against  the 
anti-labor  offensive  of  the  capitalists  and 
the  ruling  SPD. 

It  will  take  socialist  revolutions  to 
sweep  away  the  Turkish  police-state 
regime  and  the  anti-immigrant,  anti- 
working-class  imperialists  who  back  it. 
The  International  Communist  League 
fights  to  build  Leninist-Trotskyist  par- 
ties. sections  of  a reborn  Trotskyist 
Fourth  International,  which  will  be  trib- 
unes of  all  the  oppressed. 

It  is  urgent  that  trade  unions,  leftist  or- 
ganizations and  all  fighters  for  social  jus- 
tice join  in  an  outcry  of  protest  in  solidar- 
ity with  the  leftist  prisoners  in  Turkey’s 
dungeons.  The  Partisan  Defense  Commit- 
tee has  sent  a letter  of  protest  to  the  Turk- 
ish government  and  we  urge  other  organ- 
izations and  individuals  to  do  the  same.  ■ 
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Ligue  Trotskyste  continger)t  in  March  2 Paris  protest.  Banner  reads:  "Defend 
the  Palestinian  People!  French/UN/U.S.  Troops  Hands  Off  the  Near  East!" 
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Beijing  Bureaucrats  Conciliate  Imperialism  Over  Afghanistan 


China  and  the 
U.S.  ‘‘War  on  Terror” 


Defend  Gains  of 
1949  Chinese  Revolution! 


As  the  U.S.  devoted  its  military  efforts 
to  tracking  down  Islamic  "terrorists” 
throughout  the  world  after  September  1 1, 
the  Bush  administration  was  diverted 
from  its  central  aim  of  building  up  Amer- 
ican military  power  in  the  Pacific  target- 
ing the  People's  Republic  of  China.  But  as 
Bush  made  clear  in  his  trip  to  East  Asia 
last  month,  the  imperialist  warriors  in 
Washington  are  intent  on  renewing  their 
military  buildup  in  the  Pacific  Rim  area 
around  China.  Addressing  the  Japanese 
parliament  only  weeks  after  his  deranged 
Slate  of  the  Union  speech  la.shing  out  at 
North  Korea  as  pan  of  an  "axis  of  evil," 
Bush  proclaimed  a "Pacific  Century.” 
committing  American  military  power  to 
"a  forward  presence  in  this  region.”  Bush 
also  reasserted  American  plans  to  forge 
ahead  with  a "missile  defense”  system 
supposedly  aimed  at  "rogue  states.”  i.e., 
insubordinate  countries  like  North  Korea 
that  do  not  have  nuclear  weapons. 

But  while  the  imperialists  clearly  have 
the  North  Korean  deformed  workers  state 
lined  up  in  their  cross  hairs,  the  chief  pur- 
pose of  the  proposed  “missile  defense”  is 
to  facilitate  a nuclear  first  strike  against 
China,  the  largest  remaining  deformed 
workers  state  and  one  which  does  have  a 
nuclear  arsenal.  In  his  Tokyo  speech. 
Bush  pointedly  reaffirmed  Washington’s 
commitment  to  Taiwan,  which  has  been 
maintained  as  an  anti-Communist  fortress 
ever  since  the  1949  Revolution  drove  the 
Chinese  bourgeoisie  off  the  mainland. 

Bush’s  subsequent  meeting  with  Chi- 


nese president  and  Communist  Parly 
(CCP)  leader  Jiang  Zemin  in  Beijing 
occurred  30  years  to  the  day  after 
Mao  Zedong  greeted  Richard  Nixon. 
Mao’s  obscene  embrace  of  Nixon  as 
U.S.  imperialism  carpet-bombed  Viet- 
nam sealed  a counterrevolutionary  alli- 
ance aimed  against  the  Soviet  Union.  A 
few  years  later,  Beijing  supported  apart- 
heid South  Africa’s  war  against  Soviet- 
backed  Cuban  troops  in  Angola  and,  in 
the  1980s.  the  U.S. -sponsored  mujahedin 
war  against  Soviet  forces  in  Afghanistan. 
Beijing’s  alliance  with  Washington  pro- 
vided crucial  support  to  the  imperial- 
ists’ drive  to  smash  the  Soviet  Union 
and  overthrow  the  October  Revolution  of 
1917.  The  Chinese  Stalinists  thus  great- 
ly endangered  the  gains  of  the  1949  Chi- 
nese Revolution,  as  the  counterrevolu- 
tionary destruction  of  the  Soviet  Union  in 
1991-92  removed  a key  obstacle  to  impe- 
rialist depredations  around  the  world. 

Now.  for  the  second  time  in  as  many 
decades.  Beijing  has  allied  with  U.S. 
imperialism  in  Afghanistan.  As  Ameri- 
can planes  bombed  Afghanistan,  a State 
Department  spokesman  declared  in  Bei- 
jing in  December.  "We’re  pleased  with 
the  cooperation  we  have  received  from 
Chlna.”The  Beijing  Stalinists  might  think 
that  they  are  winning  the  hearts  of  the 
imperialists  by  supporting  the  "war  on  ter- 
ror.” but  Washington’s  easy  win  in  Afghan- 
istan has  only  emboldened  the  world’s 
most  rapacious  imperialist  power  to  assert 
its  readiness  to  employ  military  force 


Chinese  president  Jiang  Zemin  hosts  Bush  in  Beijing  as  U.S.  imperialism 
renews  military  buildup  in  Pacific  Rim. 


against  any  and  all  who  would  dare  defy 
its  aspirations  to  dominate  the  planet. 

Some  650  Special  Forces  troops  are 
now  deployed  in  the  Philippines  ostensi- 
bly to  aid  in  suppressing  Islamic  rebels. 
But  as  the  New  York  Times  (4  March) 
wrote,  the  Philippines  is  propped  up  by 
the  U.S.  largely  to  serve  "as  a counter  to 
China."  The  Bush  administration  is  also 
moving  to  resume  military  aid  to  Indone- 
sia. bypassing  a Congressional  ban  im- 
posed in  1999.  The  U.S.  has  also  now 
established  a military  foothold  in  the  for- 
mer Soviet  republic  of  Uzbekistan,  to 
China’s  west.  The  U.S.  military  presence 
in  the  region  surrounding  China,  centered 
on  more  than  80.000  troops  in  South 
Korea  and  Japan,  is  not  least  a threat  to. 
if  necessary,  assist  the  forces  of  capitalist 
counterrevolution.  All  U.S.  troops  out  of 
East  and  Southeast  Asia,  Central  Asia 
and  the  Persian  Gulf! 


Bush  used  his  visit  to  Beijing  to  peddle 
the  Republican  right’s  push  for  “religious 
freedom”  in  China,  where  a range  of 
religious  movements — from  the  reaction- 
ary Falun  Gong  sect  to  the  proliferaiing 
"underground”  Christian  churches — pro- 
vide breeding  grounds  for  domestic  coun- 
terrevolutionary forces.  He  also  promoted 
the  Dalai  Lama,  long  a CIA  tool,  and  pro- 
imperialist "dissidents.” 

While  balking  at  Washington's  arro- 
gant demands  that  China  end  its  arms 
sales  to  "enemies”  of  the  U.S.,  the  Chi- 
ne.se  Stalinists  are  intent  on  pursu- 
ing "partnership”  with  American  im- 
perialism. From  their  narrow  nationalist 
perspective,  the  bureaucrats  were  doubt- 
less pleased  that  their  collaboration 
with  Washington  helped  seal  China’s 
entry  into  the  World  Trade  Organization 
(WTO)  last  fall  with  nary  a peep  being 
continued  on  page  5 


U.S.  Troops  Out  of  Korea  Now! 


On  his  Asia  trip  last  month.  U.S. 
imperialist  chief  Bush  stood  at  the 
Korean  "Demilitarized  Zone”  and  touted 
the  "freedoms”  supposedly  enjoyed  in 
the  thinly  veiled  police  state  that  is  cap- 
italist South  Korea.  Meanwhile,  police 
in  Seoul  were  brutalizing  and  arresting 
scores  of  protesters,  thousands  of  whom 
had  taken  to  the  streets  to  demand. 
"Bush  go  home!”  Free  all  the  arrested 
protesters!  Drop  all  charges  now! 

While  the  South  Korean  government 
normally  follows  along  with  every  pro- 
nouncement by  its  Washington  patrons, 
the  Kim  Dae  Jung  regime  has  voiced 
consternation  at  Bush’s  "axis  of  evil” 
tirades  against  North  Korea,  fearing  that 
such  saber  rattling  could  wreck  its  "sun- 
shine policy”  toward  the  North.  Kim’s 
continued  on  page  9 
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Imperialist  chief  Bush  at  Demilitarized  Zone  separating  capitalist  South  Korea  and  North  Korean  deformed 
workers  state.  February  9 protest  outside  U.S.  embassy  In  Seoul. 


12 


8 MARCH  2002 


WORHBRS  mCVAM 


No.  777 


22  March  2002 


NATO  Allies  Seethe  over  “Axis  of  Evil”  Diatribe 


U.S.  Nuclear  Madmen 
on  a Rampage 


U.S.  Imperialists 
Hands  Off  Iraq! 


MARCH  18 — Only  days  before  Vice 
President  Richard  Cheney  departed  for  a 
Near  East  lour  aimed  at  lining  up  Arab 
support  for  an  invasion  of  Iraq,  interna- 
tional headlines  were  dominated  by  a 
new  Pentagon  report  outlining  “contin- 
gency plans**  for  a possible  nuclear  first 
strike.  Among  the  potential  targets  speci- 
fied in  the  "Nuclear  Posture  Review”  is 
Saddam  Hussein’s  Iraq,  one  of  the  three 
countries'  branded  as  part  of  an  “axis  of 
evil”  by  George  W.  Bush  in  his  State  of 
the  Union  address  in  late  January. 

Ludicrously  invoking  the  World  War  II 
Germany-Japan-Ilaly  Axis.  Bush  con- 
jured up  an  "axis”  of  two  small,  mutually 
hostile  Near  Eastern  capitalist  states.  Iraq 
and  Iran,  and  the  North  Korean  deformed 
workers  slate.  He  ranted  that  these  were 
“the  world’s  most  dangerous  regimes.” 
which  “threaten  us  with  the  world’s  most 
dangerous  weapons.”  In  fact,  about  the 
only  thing  the  three  countries  have  in 
common  is  that  they  do  not  have  nuclear 
weapons  but  are  deemed  insubordinate 
by  America’s  rulers;  that’s  what  qualifies 
them  as  “rogue  states.”  But  U.S.  imperi- 
alism, truly  the  world’s  most  dangerous 
regime,  does  have  nuclear  weapons — 
many  times  more  than  enough  to  blow 
up  the  whole  world. 

While  the  U.S.  rails  against  putative 
"weapons  of  mass  destruction"  in  the 
hands  of  the  Iraqi  regime.  Israel  (which 
has  its  own  nuclear  arsenal)  is  currently 
using  the  very  real  weapons  supplied  by 
its  American  quartermaster  to  wreak 
mass  destruction  against  the  Palestinian 
Arab  people.  With  consummate  cyni- 
cism, on  the  eve  of  Cheney’s  trip  Wash- 
ington shuttered  the  green  light  it  had 
given  Israeli  leader  Ariel  Sharon  to  in- 
discriminately slaughter  Palestinians  in 
the  Occupied  Territories  and  announced 
that  U.S.  “peace”  envoy  Anthony  Zinni 
would  be  returning  to  the  region.  In  the 
week  between  that  announcement  and 
Zinni’s  arrival,  Sharon  unleashed  the 
bloodiest  offensive  yet  against  the  18- 
month-long  Intifada.  Israeli  troops  and 
tanks  stormed  into  crowded  refugee 
camps  and  towns,  virtually  flattening 
entire  areas,  killing  dozens  a day  and 
rounding  up  every  Palestinian  man  they 
could  grab  in  door-to-door  raids  reminis- 
cent of  Gestapo  sweeps  through  the  ghet- 
tos of  East  Europe.  The  Zionist  storm- 
troopers  even  imprinted  ID  numbers  on 
the  arms  of  Palestinian  captives. 


There  is  an  urgent  need  for  interna- 
tional protest  action  drawing  on  the 
power  of  the  proletariat,  from  the  heavily 
Arab  and  black  auto  workers  in  the 
Detroit  area  to  the  multiethnic  industrial 
working  class  of  France  with  its  strategic 
Maghrebin  (North  African)  component, 
to  demand:  Defend  the  Palestinian  peo- 
ple! All  Israeli  troops  and  settlers  out  of 
all  the  Occupied  Territories  now! 

Not  surprisingly,  Cheney's  efforts  to 
strong-arm  “friendly”  Muslim  countries 
have  met  with  little  visible  success,  with 
even  loyal  U.S.  partners  like  Mubarak’s 
Egypt,  the  Saudi  monarchy  and  NATO 
bulwark  Turkey  opposing  an  attack  on 
Iraq  for  fear  it  would  destabilize  the 
entire  Near  East.  Though  gratified  by 
Bush’s  latest  "peace"  moves  in  Israel,  all 
the  major  European  powers  but  for  the 
slavishly  pro-U.S.  Blair  Labour  govern- 
ment in  Britain  (the  only  European  slop 
on  Cheney’s  tour)  likewise  oppose  an 


invasion  of  Iraq. 

Since  the  end  of  the  1991  Gulf  War.  the 
U.S.  imperialists — including  the  Demo- 
cratic Clinton  administration — have  been 
relentlessly  pommeling  the  Iraqi  popula- 
tion with  bombing  sorties  and  missile 
assaults.  Some  1 .5  million  people,  mainly 
children  and  the  elderly,  have  died  as  a 
result  of  the  starvation  blockade  imposed 
under  the  aegis  of  the  United  Nations  in 
1990.  Last  year,  Washington  used  its  veto 
power  in  the  UN  Security  Council  to 
block  at  least  half  of  the  food  and  medi- 
cal imports  Iraq  was  allowed  under  the 
UN  sanctions’  “oil  for  food”  provision. 

Now.  in  “phase  two”  of  their  "global 
war  on  terrorism,”  the  White  House  cabal 
are  intent  on  “finishing  the  job”  they 
began  under  Bush  Sr.  in  1991,  when  they 
slaughtered  tens  of  thousands  of  Iraqis. 
According  to  the  London  Guardian  (14 
February),  the  Pentagon  is  preparing  for 
a ground  assault  involving  up  to  200,000 


U.S.  troops.  Installing  a pliant  regime  in 
Baghdad  will  not  be  as  easy  as  over- 
throwing the  Taliban.  The  anti-Saddam 
Iraqi  National  Congress  is  dismissed  even 
by  its  CIA  patrons  as  a bunch  of  incom- 
petent losers  with  no  popular  support.  But 
with  or  without  NATO  support  or  Arab 
"coalition”  partners,  Washington  seems 
bound  and  determined  to  smash  Saddam 
Hussein. 

The  international  working  class  has  a 
vital  interest  in  the  military  defense  of 
Iraq  in  the  face  of  an  American  attack, 
while  not  giving  an  iota  of  political  sup- 
port to  the  anti-working-class  regime  of 
Saddam  Hussein.  A victory  for  American 
militarism  anywhere  will  mean  further 
death  and  destruction  around  the  world, 
and  further  misery  for  working  people 
and  minorities  in  the  U.S.  Down  with  the 
starvation  blockade!  U.S.  hands  off  Iraq! 

Down  With  U.S.  Imperialists’ 
"National  Unity”! 

The  Bush  gang  came  to  power  with  a 
minority  of  the  popular  vote,  determined 
nevertheless  to  screw  the  ghetto  poor, 
immigrants  and  labor  and  to  enrich  their 
cronies,  like  Enron.  Internationally,  they 
wanted  mainly  to  tighten  the  military 
squeeze  on  the  People’s  Republic  of 
China,  to  further  the  drive  for  capi- 
talist counterrevolution  there.  But  with 
the  indiscriminate  terrorist  attack  on  the 
World  Trade  Center.  Bush  and  his  cohorts 
got  a lock  on  power.  Riding  a tide  of  flag- 
waving  “national  unity”  unseen  in  dec- 
ades. the  Republican  administration — 
with  overwhelming  Democratic  support 
— declared  an  indefinite  “war  on  terror” 
against  all  perceived  enemies,  pushing 
through  a massive  assault  on  civil  liberties 
at  home  and  lashing  out  at  Taliban-ruled 
Afghanistan  as  “phase  one”  of  its  war 
abroad. 

Its  easy  win  over  backward,  impover- 
ished Afghanistan  stimulated  the  appe- 
tites of  the  government  for  further  military 
continued  on  page  8 
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Buildings  reduced  to  rubble  in  1999  U.S.  bombing  of  Iraq  under  Democrat 
Clinton.  Now  Bush  threatens  new  “Desert  Slaughter.” 


Letter 


Socialist  Action: 

Army  in  Afghanistan 


Hate  Red 


Jan.  13.  2002 

Dear  Workers  Vanguard. 

In  an  article  in  the  Dec  2001  issue  of 
Socialist  Action  on  “What  Are  U.S.  War 
Goals”  (in  Afghanistan)  Michael  Schrei- 
ber.  its  editor,  makes  reference  to  the 
Spartacist  League  on  P.  1 1 as  follows: 

“In  recent  months,  one  group,  the  Sparta- 
cist League,  has  been  boasting  that  they, 
unlike  virtually  every  other  group  on  the 
American  left,  had  welcomed  the  Soviet 
invasion  of  Afghanistan  in  the  1980s. 
'The  Spartacists  liken  the  Soviet  forces  in 
the  1980s  to  the  Bolshevik  Red  Army  of 
the  1 920s,  lending  the  armed  might  of  the 
revolutionary  workers  state  to  oppressed 
peoples  in  struggle  abroad. 

"But  the  facts  are  quite  different.  Brezh- 
nev and  the  other  top  Soviet  bureaucrats 
sent  in  the  troops  not  to  solidarizc  with 
and  to  help  organize  the  Afghan  people 
against  their  oppre^rs — the  landlords 
and  capitalists — but  to  secure  their  bor- 
ders against  what  they  viewed  as  U.S. 
provocations. 

"For  this,  they  hoped  to  prop  up  their 
client  regime  in  Afghanistan — which, 
although  it  had  instituted  some  reforms, 
was  corrupt,  ruthless,  and  unpopular. 

"As  soon  as  they  arrived,  the  Soviets  exe- 
cuted the  silting  president.  Amin,  and 
installed  their  own  stooge.  Karmal,  into 
power.  During  the  next  few  years,  they 


proceeded  to  make  a large  part  of  the 
country  into  a no-man’s-land.  reducing  a 
large  percentage  of  its  villages  to  rubble, 
cutting  down  the  orchards,  destroying  the 
irrigation  channels,  and  laying  tens  of 
thou.sands  of  mines  in  agricultural  fields. 
"An  armed  force  that  lays  waste  to  a 
country,  kills  a million  people,  and  sends 
millions  more  fleeing  into  an  exile  of 
poverty  and  starvation  is  not  at  all  ‘revo- 
lutionary.* let  alone  a descendant  of  the 
Red  Army  of  Trotsky  and  Lenin,” 

What  is  your  response  to  what  he  wrote? 

Yours  truly 
Reader 

WV  replies: 

In  brief,  it  is  that  Schreiber’s  screed 
amply  demonstrates  his  organization's 
social-democratic,  anti-Marxist  politics, 
When  the  Red  Army  went  into  Afghan- 
istan— at  the  request  of  the  People's 
Democratic  Party  (PDPA)  government — 
to  defend  that  modernizing  regime,  we 
declared: 

"For  revolutionary  socialists  there  is 
nothing  tricky,  nothing  ambiguous  about 
the  war  in  Afghanistan.  The  Soviet  army 
and  its  left-nationalist  allies  are  fighting 
an  anti-communist,  anti-democratic  me- 
lange of  landlords,  money  lenders,  tribal 
chiefs  and  mullahs  committed  to  mass 


illiteracy....  The  gut-levcl  response  of 
every  radical  leftist  should  be  fullest  sol- 
idarity with  the  Soviet  Red  Army." 

— "The  Russian  Question  Point 
Blank,"  Spartacist  |English- 
language  edition]  No.  29. 
Summer  1980 

That  is  why  we  forthrightly  declared. 
“Hail  Red  Army  in  Afghanistan!  Extend 
Social  Gains  of  October  Revolution  to 
Afghan  Peoples!” 

Not  so  other  self-proclaimed  "Trotsky- 
ist” organizations  that,  to  a man.  joined 
with  the  imperialist  wolves  in  howling 
for  the  withdrawal  of  the  Soviet  troops. 
But  while  others  are  today  not  anxious  to 
advertise  the  fact  that  they  stood  on  the 
side  of  the  CIA’s  Islamic  cutthroats. 
Schreiber  shamelessly  continues  to  retail 
the  sort  of  lurid  anti-Sovietism  worthy  of 
Zbigniew  Brzezinski.  Democrat  Jimmy 
Carter’s  national  security  adviser  at  the 
time  the  U.S.  launched  the  CIA  opera- 
tion in  Afghanistan.  But  then  Socialist 
Action  never  took  a back  seat  to  anyone 
in  championing  the  forces  of  anti-Soviet 
reaction.  Shortly  before  he  helped  found 
Socialist  Action,  at  the  height  of  the 
imperialist  Cold  War  offensive,  erstwhile 
central  leader  Nat  Weinstein  joined  a 
demonstration  of  openly  anti-Communist 
reactionaries  in  support  of  CIA-funded, 
counterrevolutionary  Polish  Solidarnojfd. 

Schreiber’s  lengthy  article  complete- 
ly disappears  the  gains,  particularly  for 
women,  implemented  by  the  PDPA  gov- 
ernment and  defended  by  the  Red  Army. 
He  has  next  to  nothing  to  say  about  the 
hideous  barbarities  routinely  perpetrated 
by  the  Islamic  reactionaries,  who  were 
backed  by  the  biggest  covert  operation  in 
the  CIA’s  history.  Instead,  he  rails  against 
the  PDPA  regime  as  "corrupt,  ruthless  and 
unpopular”  and.  echoing  Cold  War  lies 
about  Soviet  "atrocities.”  decries  Soviet 
military  actions  to  suppress  the  Islamic 
insurgency.  By  such  measure.  Schreiber 
should  also  oppose  the  razing  of  At- 
lanta by  Union  General  William  Tecum- 
seh  Sherman  during  the  American  Civil 
War,  the  bloodiest  military  conflict  ever 
waged  until  then.  The  question  is  not  one 
of  body  counts,  but  whether  one  side  is 
fighting  for  social  progress.  Just  as  Marx- 
ists stood  with  the  Union  Army  against 
the  Confederate  slavocracy,  we  had  a side 
in  Afghanistan  with  the  Red  Army  and  for 
the  social  emancipation  of  the  hideously 
benighted  peoples  of  that  country. 

The  Afghan  conflict  posed  poinlblank 
a defining  position  for  Trotskyists:  un- 
conditional military  defense  of  the  Soviet 
degenerated  workers  state  against  impe- 
rialism. But  this  is  of  no  consequence 
to  Schreiber.  who  wails  that  “Brezhnev 
and  the  other  top  Soviet  bureaucrats  sent 
in  the  troops  not  to  solidarize  with  and 
to  help  organize  the  Afghan  people 
against  their  oppressors — the  landlords 
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Former  Socialist  Action  leader  Nat 
Weinstein  joins  anti-Communists  in 
promoting  Polish  Solidarnosc,  1981 

and  capitalists — but  to  secure  their  bor- 
ders against  what  they  viewed  as  U.S. 
provocations." 

Viewed  as  provocations?!  Intent  on  es 
tablishing  a counterrevolutionary  regime 
on  the  USSR’s  crucial  southern  flank,  the 
U.S.  had  been  funneling  aid  to  the  Afghan 
mujahedin  even  before  the  Soviet  inter- 
vention, as  well  as  organizing  incursions 
into  Soviet  Central  Asia  itself.  Moreover, 
whatever  the  intentions  of  the  Kremlin 
Stalinists,  the  Red  Army  intervention 
posed  the  possibility  of  extending  the 
social  gains  of  the  October  Revolution  to 
Afghanistan. 

One  needed  only  to  look  across  the 
border  from  Afghanistan  to  Soviet  Cen- 
tral Asia  to  see  what  a prolonged  Soviet 
presence  could  have  meant  for  the  Afghan 
people — from  literacy  to  life  expectancy 
to  women’s  rights.  All  of  this  is  flatly 
denied  by  Schreiber,  who  paints  a picture 
of  Soviet  Central  Asia  that  could  have 
been  scripted  by  Radio  Free  Europe 
"The  Soviet  republics  in  this  region  were 
oppressed  during  Stalinist  rule  in  a man- 
ner highly  reminiscent  of  the  oppression 
they  endured  from  imperial  Russia  at  the 
time  of  the  Tsar.” 

Even  the  New  York  Times,  which  can 
hardly  be  accused  of  pro-Soviet  sympa- 
thies. provided  a more  truthful  account  in 
an  11  April  1980  article  on  Soviet  Central 
Asia.  Titled  "In  Soviet  Asia,  Afghan 
Thrust  Finds  Wide  Acceptance."  the  arti- 
cle noted: 

"Years  of  ideological  and  social  transfor- 
mations. extirpation  of  ancient  customs 
and  exposure  to  Russian  culture  have 
made  Soviet  Central  Asia  a different 
world  from  the  mountain  backwardness 
of  Afghanistan.  Women  on  the  Soviet 
side  of  the  border  do  not  wear  the  veil 
and  they  are  not  chattel  of  their  hus- 
bands. There  is  little  unemploymeni. 
And  if  there  is  no  great  wealth,  there  is 
also  no  abject  poverty  or  hunger." 

Not  surprisingly,  a large  number  of  the 
Red  Army  troops  who  served  in  Afghani- 
stan were  from  this  region.  As  one  per- 
son interviewed  by  the  Times  declared: 
continued  on  page  11 


For  Socialist  Revolution  to 
Bring  Down  U.S.  Imperialism! 

Following  the  counterrevolutionary  de- 
struction of  the  Soviet  Union  in  1991-92. 

Atnerica's  capitalist  rulers  have  increasingly 
wielded  their  unparalleled  military  might  to 
assert  their  intention  to  dominate  the  planet. 

In  a report  on  the  "Theses  on  the  American 
Revolution"  adopted  by  the  then-Trotskyist 
Socialist  Workers  Party  in  1946,  when  the 
U.S.  had  emerged  as  the  world's  foremost 
imperialist  power.  James  P.  Cannon  power- 
fully motivated  the  fight  for  proletarian  revolution  to  bring  down  the  rapacious  U.S. 
imperialist  rulers. 

The  United  States  has  emerged  from  the  war  as  the  strongest  power  in  the  world, 
both  economically  and  militarily.  Our  theses  assert  that  the  role  of  the  United  Stales  in 
further  world  developments  will  be  decisive  in  all  respects. 

If  the  workers  in  another  country,  or  even  in  a series  of  other  countries,  lake  power 
before  the  revolutionary  victory  in  the  United  States,  they  will  have  to  defend  themselves 
against  the  American  colossus,  armed  to  the  teeth  and  counterrevolutionary  to  the  core. 

On  the  other  hand,  a revolutionary  victory  in  the  United  States,  signalizing  the 
downfall  of  the  strongest  bastion  of  capitalism,  would  seal  its  doom  on  an  interna- 
tional scale... 

Our  theses — and  here  we  demarcate  ourselves  from  all  those  who  are  hypnotized  by 
the  superficial  appearance  of  things — point  out  not  only  the  strength  of  American 
imperialism  but  also  its  inherent  weaknesses;  the  contradictions  from  which  it  cannot 
escape;  and  the  new.  even  greater,  power  which  it  has  created  and  which  is  destined  to 
be  its  gravedigger — the  American  working  class. . . . 

A one-sided  view  of  the  American  capitalist  system — overestimation  of  its  power 
and  awestruck  prostration  before  it — is  the  source  of  many  illusions.  And  these  illu- 
sions, in  turn,  are  the  chief  source  of  American  labor  opportunism  in  general. 

— James  R Cannon.  "The  Coming  American  Revolution,"  15  November  1946, 
reprinted  in  James  P.  Cannon:  Writings  and  Speeches.  1945-47  (1977) 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


NYC  Transit 

Union  Jobs  at  Union  Wages 
for  “Workfare”  Laborers! 


In  December.  Bill  Clinton's  vow  to 
“end  welfare  as  we  know  it”  was  cruelly 
visited  upon  some  30.000  New  York  City 
residents  whose  meager  benefits  were 
cut  off  as  they  reached  the  five-year  time 
limit  imposed  by  his  1996  “welfare 
reform”  law.  Many  of  the  welfare  recip- 
ients had  been  forced  into  the  slave-labor 
“Work  Experience  Program”  (WEP),  or 
“workfare,”  where  they  toiled  for  city 
agencies  in  return  for  their  benefits.  The 
sop  that  Clinton’s  “reform”  would  lead  to 
real  jobs  was  always  a lie.  But  now  the 
desperately  impoverished  welfare  recip- 
ients have  been  cut  off  at  a time  when 
even  many  minimum- wage  jobs  have  dis- 
appeared due  to  the  economic  recession. 

With  the  last  shreds  of  any  social 
"safety  net”  eliminated,  the  multitude 
being  thrown  off  welfare  face  eviction, 
starvation,  sickness  and  death.  At  welfare 
offices  around  the  city,  signs  referring 
to  the  five-year  limit  taunt  people  with 
messages  like  “Your  Clock  Is  Ticking.” 
The  capitalist  rulers'  war  against  the  poor 
can  be  gauged  by  the  fact  that  by  2000, 
fully  one-third  of  the  city's  residents  were 
living  below  the  poverty  level.  Conditions 
continue  to  get  worse,  with  homeless 
shelters  turning  away  record  numbers  of 
people. 

The  U.S.  economy  was  already  in  a 
nose-dive  well  before  the  September  1 1 
criminal  attack  on  the  World  Trade  Cen- 
ter added  tens  of  thousands  to  the  unem- 
ployment lines.  The  “war  on  terror”  that 
has  rained  death  and  destruction  on  im- 
poverished Afghanistan  is  also  a drive  to 
regiment  the  working  class  at  home.  The 
capitalists  want  to  "rebuild  New  York 
City''  on  the  backs  of  workers,  immi- 
grants and  black  people,  who  are  called 
on  to  "sacrifice"  in  the  name  of  “national 
unity.”  Fanning  the  flames  of  patriotic 
bigotry,  the  racist  rulers  are  carrying  out 
an  anti-immigrant  witchhunt  whose  ulti- 
mate aim  is  to  further  drive  down  the 
wages  and  living  standards  of  the  entire 
working  class. 

NYC  mayor  Bloomberg  is  now  de- 
manding 20  percent  cuts  in  city  agency 
budgets,  threatening  the  heavily  minority 
public  employees  unions  with  further  job 
cuts  and  lower  wages.  Schools  and  librar- 
ies are  on  the  chopping  block,  and  even 
the  recycling  program  that  allows  the 
homeless  to  collect  five-cent  deposits  on 
cans  and  bottles  is  being  eliminated.  It's 
lime  to  fight  back! 

When  the  Transport  Workers  Union 
(TWU)  Local  100  bureaucracy,  then  led 
by  Willie  James,  hatched  a sellout  con- 
tract in  1996  providing  for  nearly  600 
transit  cleaning  jobs  to  be  slashed  and 


and  platforms.  Often  the  avenue  to  better- 
paying, skilled  positions  for  women  and 
for  younger  black  and  immigrant  work- 
ers. unionized  cleaners  jobs  were  cut  by  a 
whopping  22  percent  between  1995  and 
1999  even  as  ridership  boomed. 

The  WEP  cleaners,  having  been  told 
that  after  performing  their  work  they 
could  be  “processed  for  hire,”  were 
informed  in  November  that  the  Transit 
Authority  (TA)  had  imposed  a hiring 
freeze  due  to  impending  budget  cuts.  In 
the  Parks  Department,  on  December  31 
more  than  3.500  former  welfare  recip- 
ients were  laid  off  from  government- 
subsidized  jobs  (which,  although  union- 
ized, paid  less  than  $10  per  hour).  In 
addition,  1,200  people  on  “workfare"  who 
were  about  to  be  thrown  off  the  rolls  were 
told  they  would  be  denied  the  Parks  jobs 
they  had  been  promised.  Instead,  they 
were  referred  to  a subcontractor  paying 
$ 1 .43  per  hour  less  for  the  very  same  work. 

As  we  wrote  in  our  article  on  the  tran- 
sit "workfare”  sellout:  "This  betrayal  by 
the  Local  100  tops  is  not  only  a vicious 
attack  on  overwhelmingly  minority  wel- 


NYC  “workfare”  laborer  cleaning  subway,  job  formerly  done  by  unionized 
worker.  Defense  of  ghetto  poor  is  integral  to  defense  of  unions  themselves. 


replaced  by  WEP  laborers,  we  wrote  in 
"NYC  Transit  ‘Workfare’  Deal:  Enslav- 
ing the  Poor.  Busting  the  Unions”  (WV 
No.  652.  27  September  1996): 

"What  is  required  is  a fight  for  jobs  for 
all — for  a shorter  workweek  at  no  loss  in 
pay — and  full  cosi-of-living  escalator 
clauses  in  union  contracts.  New  York 
needs  a massive  program  of  public  works 
at  union  wages — for  quality,  integrated 
housing  and  schools,  for  free  qual- 
ity health  care  for  all,  for  massive  recon- 
struction of  roads,  bridges  and  tunnels, 
for  everything  we  need  for  a decent  life. 
It  is  necessary  to  demand  equal  pay  for 
equal  work.  The  city  wants  to  bring 
in  hundreds  of  poor  people  to  clean  the 
filthy  subway  stations?  Fine.  They  should 
be  hired  at  union  wages  with  full  union 
protection!  The  TWU  should  lead  a fight 
to  organize  the  unorganized!” 


“Workfare”  and  Union-Busting 

It  was  obvious  from  the  get-go  that 
“workfare”  was  a union-busting  move  to 
replace  thousands  of  unionized  jobs  with 
cheap  labor.  City  University  students  on 
welfare  and  people  in  work  training  pro- 
grams were  forced  to  abandon  their  stud- 
ies and  training  and  enroll  in  “workfare.” 
In  the  Parks  Department,  whose  regular 
staff  has  been  cut  by  nearly  two-thirds 
over  the  past  15  years,  “workfare”  labor- 
ers outnumbered  unionized  employees 
three  to  one  by  1999.  Out  of  4,400  WEP 
workers  who  have  reported  for  assign- 
ments in  the  transit  system,  some  1,000 
were  assigned  to  clean  subway  trains 


fare  recipients  but  is  a dagger  pointed 
straight  at  the  heart  of  the  TWU — and  all 
NYC  municipal  unions.”  The  imposition 
of  “workfare"  helped  soften  up  the  TWU 
for  the  pivotal  1999  contract  fight.  Tran- 
sit workers  were  poised  to  strike  but 
were  shackled  by  the  widely  despised 
Local  lOQ  bureaucracy  under  James,  as 
well  as  by  the  “New  Directions”  (ND) 
group  under  Roger  Toussaint  that  has 
since  taken  office.  Mass  meetings  of 
thousands  of  workers  voted  to  strike  in 
defiance  of  court  injunctions  that  crimi- 
nalized even  uttering  the  word  “strike." 
But  both  wings  of  the  bureaucracy 
worked  to  enforce  the  government’s  anti- 
strike dictates  to  the  letter,  with  ND  call- 
ing to  extend  contract  negotiations  indef- 
initely. During  his  election  campaign 
against  James.  Toussaint  assured  transit 
bosses  that  ND  wasn’t  “strike  happy.” 

Since  the  TWU  tops  rolled  over  in  that 
contract  battle,  TA  management  has  been 
walking  all  over  the  workforce,  exem- 
plified by  the  racist  abuse  and  firing  of 
union  cleaners  at  Bronx  and  upper  Man- 
hattan stations  two  years  ago  (who  even- 
tually won  their  jobs  back).  Already  hit 
by  increased  random  drug  testing,  tran- 
sit workers  face  a myriad  of  imminent 
attacks,  from  productivity  drives  to  token 
booth  closings  and  the  expansion  of  one- 
person  train  operation  (OPTO),  a deadly 
danger  to  workers  and  riders  alike. 

Meanwhile,  “workfare”  crews  are 
forced  to  endure  the  kind  of  miserable 
working  conditions  that  unions  fought  to 
end  years  ago.  Mostly  black  and  Hispanic 
women,  they  do  the  dirtiest  cleaning  jobs 
with  no  protection  from  health  and  safety 
hazards,  They  have  to  use  dangerous 
chemicals  and  dispose  of  hazardous  ma- 
terials like  syringes  without  even  the  min- 
imal training  that  union  cleaners  receive. 
Describing  a WEP  worker  who  "became 
the  Coney  Island  terminal’s  designated 
cleaner,”  the  New  York  Times  ( 1 7 Decem- 
ber 2001)  wrote.  “He  was  called  to  dis- 
pose of  bodily  waste  in  subway  cars,  to 
heave  garbage  from  the  dank  station 
below  the  tracks,  to  scour  an  employee 
bathroom  that  he  was  not  allowed  to  use.” 
Those  on  WEP  get  no  sick  leave,  no  vaca- 
tion, no  holidays,  no  pension — only  wel- 
fare benefits  that  cost  the  city  $1.80  per 
continued  on  page  U 
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Mass  TWU 
strike  rally, 
December  1999. 
Local  100  tops 
knuckled  under  to 
government  anti- 
strike injunctions, 
paving  way  for 
further  anti-union 
attacks. 


Saturday,  March  30,  5 p.m. 

University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago  (UlC) 

Circle  Center  (CCC),  Room  509,  750  S.  Halsted  St. 

For  more  information:  (312)  563-0441 
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For  a Revolutionary  Workers  Party! 

Mass  Protests  Shake  Argentina 

Saturday,  March  23,  7:30  p.m. 

Trinity-St.  Paul’s  Centre,  427  Bloor  Street  West  (one  block  west  of  Spadina) 

For  more  information;  (416)  593-4138 
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From  Korea  Through  the  Vietnam  War 

The  u.S.  Left  and 
“Amer 


W?  print  below  the  third  part  of  an 
educational  on  the  American  left  given 
over  two  days  by  Spartacist  League  Cen- 
tral Committee  member  Joseph  Seymour 
to  a gathering  of  Spartacus  Youth  Club 
members  and  youth  from  throughout  the 
International  Communist  League  in  New 
York  last  summer.  The  first  two  parts 
were  published  in  WV  Nos.  773  and  775 
(25  January  and  22  February). 

In  retrospect,  the  year  1965  marks  a 
watershed  in  the  history  of  the  American 
left  in  the  period  from  the  Korean  War 
through  the  end  of  the  Vietnam  War.  In 
February  of  that  year.  Lyndon  Johnson 
ordered  U.S.  warplanes  to  bomb  North 
Vietnam  for  the  first  lime.  This  provoked 
the  first  major  antiwar  demonstration  in 
Washington.  D.C.  organized  by  the  Stu- 
dents for  a Democratic  Society,  which 
was  then  not  that  widely  known. 

A few  months  later,  the  arrest  of  a 
black  motorist  in  the  Watts  ghetto  of 
L.A.  sparked  the  biggest  civil  conflagra- 
tion in  recent  American  history.  In  early 
1965,  it  was  still  possible  for  black  civil 
rights  militants  to  consider  themselves 
revolutionaries,  in  the  vanguard  of  the 
black  struggle,  using  the  tactics  of  nonvi- 
olent resistance.  After  Watts  that  was  no 
longer  possible.  Thus,  American  society 
in  general,  and  the  American  left  in  par- 
ticular. was  very  different  at  the  end  of 
1965  than  at  its  beginning. 

To  understand  the  political  signifi- 
cance of  Watts,  we  have  to  backtrack  a 
little  and  consider  the  civil  rights  move- 
ment in  the  North.  In  the  early  ’60s.  an 
effort  was  made  to  extend  the  civil  rights 
movement  from  the  South  to  the  North. 
The  main  organization  involved  in  this 
effort  was  the  Congress  of  Racial  Equal- 
ity (CORE).  In  1963-64,  for  example, 
there  were  a couple  of  boycotts  of  public 
schools  in  Harlem  and  other  black  neigh- 
borhoods in  New  York  City,  principally 
demanding  the  integration  of  the  city’s 
school  system. 

However,  to  speak  of  a civil  rights 
movement  in  the  North  is  actually  a mis- 
nomer. The  main  demands  of  this  move- 
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meni  were  overcoming  de  facto — not 
legalized — segregated  schools  and  hous- 
ing. eliminating  poverty  and  mass  unem- 
ployment in  the  ghettos  and  ending  rac- 
ist police  brutality.  These  demands  go 
beyond  bourgeois-democratic  rights. 

The  concentration  of  blacks  in  impov- 
erished inner-city  ghettos  in  the  North 
was  the  result  of  the  atomized  working  of 
the  American  capitalist  economy.  Even  if 
realtors  could  have  been  compelled  by 
law  to  sell  homes  in  affluent  white  sub- 
urbs to  black  families  from  Harlem  or 
Chicago’s  South  Side,  how  many  black 
families  could  afford  to  buy  such  homes? 
In  effect,  the  civil  rights  movement  in  the 
North  was  asking  for  the  radical  restruc- 
turing of  the  American  economy  and  a 
massive  redistribution  of  wealth,  some- 
thing the  white  American  ruling  class  was 
not  going  to  do. 

The  civil  rights  movement  in  the 
South  could  and  did  succeed  in  achieving 
its  narrowly  defined  aims.  Slowly  and 
unevenly,  blacks  in  the  South  acquired 
democratic  rights  and  freedoms  that  they 
did  not  previously  have.  As  a conse- 
quence. Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  and  the 
Baptist  preachers  maintained  their  politi- 
cal authority  over  the  Southern  black 
populace. 
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Chicago,  1968: 
Spartacists  fought  to 
win  growing  militant 
left  wing  of  civil  rights 
movement  to  class- 
struggle  program  of 
revolutionary 
integrationism. 


The  North  was  a whole  different  ball- 
game.  The  civil  rights  movement  in  the 
North  did  not  and.  by  its  very  nature,  could 
not  improve  the  conditions  of  the  black 
masses.  Consequently,  civil  rights  agita- 
tion generated  a rapidly  rising  level  of 
frustrated  expectations,  especially  among 
lumpenized  black  youth,  which  exploded 
in  what  came  to  be  called  the  ghetto 
rebellions  of  the  mid-late  ’60s — Harlem. 
Watts,  Chicagp,  Newark.  Detroit,  Wash- 
ington, D.C.  At  the  time,  in  “Black  and 
Red — Class  Struggle  Road  to  Negro 
Freedom,”  we  noted: 

"For  the  last  three  summers  ghettoes 
across  the  country  have  been  rocked  by 
elemental,  spontaneous,  non-political  up- 
heavals against  the  prevailing  property 
relations  and  against  the  forces  of  the 
state  which  protect  these  relations....  As 
the  struggle  against  the  police  expands, 
the  black  street-fighters  turn  on  the 
merchants  and  shopkeepers,  the  visible 
representatives  of  the  oppressive  class 
society,  and  smash  whatever  cannot  be 
carried  off.  Yet  despite  the  vast  energies 
expended  and  the  casualties  suffered, 
these  outbreaks  have  changed  nothing. 
This  is  a reflection  of  the  urgent  need  for 
organizations  of  real  struggle,  which  can 
organize  and  direct  these  energies  toward 
conscious  political  objectives.  It  is  the 
duty  of  a revolutionary  organization  to 
intervene  where  possible  to  give  these 
outbursts  political  direction." 

— Spartacist  No.  10. 

May-June  1967 

Although  Harlem  in  1964  was  the  first 
of  the  ghetto  rebellions,  it  was  Watts  the 
following  year  that  had  a decisive  politi- 
cal impact  on  the  civil  rights  movement. 
Under  great  pressure  from  the  Johnson 
While  House  and  white  liberal  establish- 
ment. King  not  only  condemned  the  black 
protesters  but  endorsed  their  murderous 
repression  at  the  hands  of  the  LAPD. 
Watts  thus  cost  King  whatever  moral  and 
political  authority  he  still  had — and  he 
had  some — among  young  black  radicals. 

The  Northern  ghetto  rebellions  opened 
up  a new  and  very  wide  gulf  between  the 
right  and  left  wings  of  the  civil  rights 
movement,  one  which  was  not  easily 
bridged  through  compromise.  You  could 


support  the  police  repression  of  the  rebel- 
lious black  youth,  or  you  could  defend 
the  black  street-fighters  against  the 
cops.  Neutrality  was  not  a viable  option. 
In  Mississippi.  Siokely  Carmichael  and 
King  could  and  did  collaborate  in  oppov 
ing  institutionalized  racism.  But  in  Wati>. 
Harlem  and  the  Chicago  South  Side,  they 
were  on  opposite  sides  of  the  barricades 

To  belter  understand  the  dynamics  of 
the  civil  rights  movement  in  1965-66. 
I’ll  use  an  analogy  from  sports.  The  young 
civil  rights  militants,  mainly  college- 
educated  intellectuals,  were  Jogging  along 
moving  to  the  left  of  where  they  had 
started.  Then,  all  of  a sudden,  this  mass  of 
black  ghetto  youth  races  past  them.  So 
they  start  running  all  out  to  catch  up  and 
again  place  themselves  at  the  head  of  the 
black  struggle. 

Furor  Over  the 
“Black  Power”  Slogan 

In  the  spring-summer  of  1966,  the 
Student  Nonviolent  Coordinating  Com- 
mittee (SNCC).  under  the  leadership  of 
Stokely  Carmichael,  publicized  the  slo- 
gan of  “Black  Power,”  which  infuriated 
and  was  intended  to  infuriate  the  North- 
ern liberal  establishment  and  official  civil 
rights  leadership.  The  slogan  polarized 
the  civil  rights  movement  and  became  the 
target  of  liberal  as  well  as  right-wing 
racist  reaction. 

There  was  a significant  difference 
within  our  own  tendency  as  to  how  to 
respond  to  the  furor  over  the  "Black 
Power”  slogan.  This  difference  is  docu- 
mented in  two  pieces — “Black  Power  and 
the  Fascists”  and  “Black  Power-Class 
Power” — reprinted  in  Marxist  Bulletin 
No.  5 (Revised):  “What  Strategy  for 
Black  Liberation?  Trotskyism  vs.  Black 
Nationalism.”  Due  to  problems  in  pub- 
lishing a regular  Spartacist.  the  comrades 
in  the  California  Bay  Area,  under  the 
leadership  of  Geoff  White,  put  out  their 
own  newsletter-type  publication  called 
Spartacist  West.  We  were  less  centralized 
in  those  days  so  that  the  line  in  Spartacist 
Wes/  didn’t  necessarily  express  the  line  of 
the  national  leadership  as  codified  in 
prior  motions.  Apparently,  the  Bay  Area 
local  was  not  all  that  centralized  either. 

As  it  turned  out.  our  first  public  com- 
ment on  the  “Black  Power”  slogan  was  a 
piece  in  the  August  1966  Spartacist  West 
written  by  one  of  our  leading  young 
comrades  at  the  lime,  named  Chris.  He 
wrote: 

“The  black  workers  must  seek  allies 
among  the  rest  of  ihe  working  class. 
To  do  this,  they  must  drop  ihe  slogan 
Black  Power... because  as  a slogan  for 
struggle  it  says  nothing  to  workers  of 
other  races  about  the  oppression — anJ 
the  interests — that  black  and  white  have 
in  common.” 

This  piece  also  put  forward  the  especially 
bad  argument  that  the  fascists  had  “rallio<^ 
the  racism  of  thousands  of  whites  in  reac- 
tion to  Black  Power.”  We  do  not  deter- 
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mine  our  political  line  and  slogans  so  as 
not  to  offend  backward  workers. 

Geoff  White  objected  to  and  opposed 
(he  line  of  the  piece  by  Chris  and  wrote  a 
corrective  for  the  next  Spartacist  West.  He 
argued  that  the  slogan  of  ‘’Black  Power” 
expressed  a significant  leftward  shift  in 
(he  civil  rights  movement  under  the  pres- 
sure of  the  impoverished  black  masses. 
For  most  black  militants,  the  slogan  was 
primarily  an  expression  of  hostility  to 
the  pro-Democratic  Party  liberalism  of 
King  and  a declaration  of  solidarity  with 
the  rebellious  ghetto  youth  in  Harlem. 
Watts  and  elsewhere.  White  recognized, 
as  we  all  did.  that  the  slogan  “can  be 
used  by  petty  bourgeois  black  nationalist 
elements  who  want  to  slice  the  social 
cake  along  color  rather  than  class  lines 
and  to  promote  reactionary  color  mysti- 
cism.” However,  he  argued  that,  at  that 
particular  conjuncture,  we  should  use 
the  slogan  of  “Black  Power”  and  invest 
it  with  a revolutionary  proletarian  pro- 
grammatic content.  This  position  was 
accepted  and  implemented  by  the  rest  of 
(he  organization. 

There  is  an  important  general  lesson  to 
draw  from  this  episode  on  the  internal 
functioning  of  a Leninist  vanguard  parly. 
Geoff  White  was  a rightist  within  the  ten- 
dency. In  1968.  he  would  resign  from  the 
Spartacist  League  and  openly  repudiate 
Marxism.  The  immediate  cause  of  his  res- 
ignation was  his  support  to  the  petty- 
bourgeois  radical  Peace  and  Freedom 
Parly.  His  line  that  we  should  seek  to 
appropriate  rather  than  oppose  the  "Black 
Power"  slogan  was  consistent  with  his 
genera!  softness  toward  “the  movement,” 
as  It  was  called.  But.  in  this  case,  he  was 
right.  This  was  the  smart,  as  well  as  prin- 
cipled. initial  response  to  the  “Black 
Power”  slogan.  So  when  a known  parly 
rightist  makes  a proposal  or  advances  a 
position  on  a new  development,  do  not 
automatically  dismiss  it  as  an  expression 
of  opportunism  toward  petty-bourgeois 
radicalism,  social  democracy  or  what- 
ever, Judge  every  question  on  its  own 
objective  merits. 

Returning  to  the  civil  rights  move- 
ment. for  a year  or  so  we  used  the  slogan 
of  "Black  Power"  according  to  the  line 
of  Geoff  White’s  article.  For  example, 
when  the  Newark  ghetto  exploded  in  the 
summer  of  1967.  Jim  Robertson  wrote 
a short — very  short — agitational  leaflet 
tilled  "Organize  Black  Power!”  that  is 
included  in  the  first  bound  volume  of 
Spartacist. 

Incidentally,  about  this  time  Holly- 
wood reissued  the  popular  and  quite  left- 
wing  film  Spartacus  starring  Kirk  Doug- 
las. .This  movie  was  about  the  great  slave 
revolt  in  ancient  Rome  from  which  our 
name  originally  derives,  via  Rosa  Lux- 
emburg. The  film  helped  us  a bit  because 
it  made  our  name  less  obscure.  When  we 
told  black  youth  we  were  from  the  Spar- 
tacisi  League,  they  would  say,  “Oh. 
you’re  the  Kirk  Douglas  group.  You  guys 
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kicked  the  asses  of  the  Romans.”  To 
which  we’d  respond,  “Yeah,  that’s  our 
historic  tradition." 

The  Influence  of 
Black  Nationalism 

By  1968,  the  “Black  Power”  slogan 
had  become  universally  identified  with 
black  nationalism  which,  in  turn,  had 
become  hegemonic  among  young  black 
radicals.  In  October  1966.  the  Black  Pan- 
ther Party  lor  Self-Defense  was  founded 
in  Oakland,  California.  The  next  year 
Stokely  Carmichael  published  an  anti- 
Marxist  tract  under  the  title  Black  Power. 
One  consequence  of  the  hegemony  of 
black  nationalism  is  that  by  1968  we  lost 
our  half  dozen  or  so  black  members — 
all  of  them.  We  did  not  recruit  any 
blacks  again  until  late  1971-early  ’72  in 
the  aftermath  of  the  split  in  the  Black 
Panthers. 

1 earlier  indicated  the  main  negative 
factors  that  contributed  to  the  rise  of 
black  nationalism.  First  and  foremost  was 
the  absence  of  any  significant  left  oppo- 
sition in  the  labor  movement  opposing 
the  racist  practices  of  the  AFL-CIO 
bureaucracy  and  racial  oppression  in 
American  society  at  large.  From  the  stand- 
point of  a black  college  student  or  lumpen- 
ized  ghetto  youth,  the  white  population 
was  one  racist  mass.  As  one  of  the  black 
separatists  in  SNCC  put  it:  there  were  “in 
reality  180  million  while  racists”  in  the 
U.S.  The  second  negative  factor  was  that 
no  revolutionary  Marxist  organization 
intervened  early  in  the  civil  rights  move- 
ment when  the  overwhelming  majority  of 
young  black  activists  still  adhered  to  lib- 
eral integrationism. 

There  were  other  important  factors  that 
conditioned  the  rise  of  black  nationalism 
in  the  mid  1960s.  One  was  the  interna- 
tional context.  The  civil  rights  movement 
coincided  with  and  was  influenced  by  the 
anti-colonial  struggles  then  taking  place 
in  Africa,  Asia  and  LatiR  America.  I have 
already  discussed  the  impact  of  the 
Cuban  Revolution  on  the  American  left. 
There  was  also  the  Algerian  war  of  inde- 
pendence against  French  colonial  rule.  In 
the  late  1950s-early  1960s,  most  of  the 
British.  French  and  other  European  colo- 
nies in  sub-Saharan  Africa  gained  their 
formal  political  independence.  In  some 
cases,  these  countries  were  now  governed 
by  left-talking  bourgeois  nationalists  like 
Kwame  Nkrumah  in  Ghana  and  Sekou 
Toure  in  Guinea,  who  claimed  adherence 
to  “African  socialism.” 

It  became  commonplace  among  black 
radicals  to  see  the  black  struggle  in  the 
U.S.  as  a part  of  a broader  struggle  of 
black  or  nonwhite  oppressed  peoples 
against  Western  imperialism,  as  a form 
of  internal  anti-colonial  struggle.  Here 
again  Malcolm  X.  though  wrong,  well 
expressed  the  views  of  young  black 
radicals: 

“The  black  revolution  is  world-wide  in 
scope  and  m nature.  The  black  revoluiion 
is  sweeping  Asia,  is  sweeping  Africa,  is 
rearing  its  head  in  Lahn  America.... 

“The  revolt  of  the  American  Negro  is 
part  of  the  rebellion  against  the  oppres- 
sion and  colonialism  which  has  charac- 
terized this  era.” 

— Malcolm  X Speaks,  edited  by 
George  Breitman  (1965) 

It’s  easy  to  understand  why  Malcolm  X 
thought  this  way.  When  he  went  to  the 
newly  independent  states  of  black  Africa 
and  also  Algeria,  he  was  treated  by  their 
governments  as  an  honored  guest.  Had 
Malcolm  X tried  to  attend  a convention  of 
the  United  Auto  Workers  (UAW),  United 
Steelworkers  of  America  or  some  other 
big  AFL-CIO  union,  he  probably  would 
have  been  threatened  with  violence  by  the 
bureaucratic  white  union  leaders. 

In  its  own  way.  the  Sino-Soviet  split 
also  contributed  to  the  rise  of  black 
nationalism  in  the  U.S.  For  earlier  gen- 
erations of  black  leftist  radicals — like 
Harry  Haywood  in  the  1920s  and  Ben 
Davis  in  the  1930s — Soviet  Russia  was 
the  unchallenged  leader  of  world  Com- 
munism because  it  was  the  only  Commu- 
nist country  in  the  world.  But  that  was  no 


longer  the  case  in  the  1960s.  When  the 
future  Panther  leaders  Huey  Newton  and 
David  Hilliard  came  on  the  scene,  there 
were  several  different  Communist  coun- 
tries and  two  competing  rival  Communist 
powers:  Russia  and  China. 

Furthermore,  the  nonwhite,  non-Euro- 
pean Communist  power,  China,  appeared 
to  be  a lot  more  revolutionary  than  the 
white  European  Communist  power,  Rus- 
sia. Mao’s  China  denounced  the  Kremlin 
leaders  for  "revisionism”  and  collabora- 
tion with  U.S.  imperialism.  Young  black 
radicals  like  Newton  and  Hilliard  inter- 
preted the  Sino-Soviet  split  in  racial  and 
national,  as  well  as  doctrinal,  terms.  As 
they  saw  it.  just  as  while  American  work- 
ers were  collaborating  with  the  American 
capitalists  to  keep  black  people  down, 
so  the  Russian  Communists  were  no 
longer  revolutionary  but  were  collaborat- 
ing with  the  American  imperialists  to 
keep  the  nonwhite  peoples  of  the  world 
down.  The  Black  Panther  Party  labeled 
itself  "Marxist-Leninisr  and  "revolution- 
ary black  nationalist,”  a combination  that 
would  have  been  inconceivable  to  earlier 
generations  of  black  American  leftists. 

I want  to  discuss  a very  important 
aspect  of  1960s  black  nationalism,  one 
which  decisively  influenced  the  subse- 
quent development  of  the  Latino  left — 
Chicano  and  Puerto  Rican — as  well  as 
radical  feminists.  This  was  the  central 
importance  attached  to  racial  organiza- 
tional exclusivity.  Organizational  separa- 
tism became  a psychological  compensa- 
tion for  the  manifest  impossibility  in  the 
U.S.  of  acquiring  a separate  stale,  In  this 
sense,  the  term  black  nationalism  is  actu- 
ally a misnomer.  Black  separatism  is  a 
more  accurate  description  of  this  politi- 
cal current. 

The  main  central  demand  of  Basque 
nationalists  in  Spain  is  for  the  creation 
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communists.  White  was  white,  even  if  it 
also  happened  to  be  red. 

In  his  book  on  SNCC  (In  Struggle: 
SNCC  and  the  Black  Awakening  of  the 
1960s  [1981]),  Clayborne  Carson  quotes 
and  summarizes  the  views  of  the  black 
separatists  who  demanded  the  exclusion 
of  whites  from  that  organization: 

"Tlie  authors  asserted  that  many  blacks 
were  ‘intimidated  by  the  presence  of 
whites,  because  of  their  knowledge  of  the 
power  that  whites  have  over  their  lives.’  A 
single  white  person  who  participated  in  a 
meeting  of  black  people  could  change  the 
tone  of  that  meeting-  'People  would 
immediately  start  talking  about  "brother- 
hood." "love.”  etc.:  race  would  not  be  dis- 
cussed.'... On  a deeper  level,  the  Atlanta 
separatists  argued  that  while  people  were 
inherently  incapable  of  understanding  the 
black  experience.  Despite  this,  whites  had 
shaped  blacks'  views  of  themselves.  ‘Too 
long  have  we  allowed  white  people  to 
interpret  the  importance  and  meaning  of 
the  cultural  aspects  of  our  society’." 

If  you  replace  black  and  while  in  this 
passage  with  Latino  and  Anglo  or  with 
women  and  men,  it  accurately  expresses 
the  outlook  of  Chicano  nationalists  and 
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of  an  independent  Basque  state.  The 
main  central  demand  of  Kosovar  Alba- 
nian nationalists  is  secession  from  Serbia 
and  the  incorporation  of  Kosovo  into  a 
greater  Albanian  stale.  But  none  of  the 
major  black  nationalist  organizations  in 
this  period — the  post- 1966  SNCC  and 
CORE,  the  Panthers,  the  League  of  Rev- 
olutionary Black  Workers — called  for  a 
separate  black  slate  carved  out  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  because  this 
demand  was  manifestly  fantastical.  No 
one  would  have  taken  them  seriously. 
What  differentiated  these  groups  from 
liberal  black  groups  and  from  racially 
integrated  leftist  groups  was  that  they 
were  exclusively  black  and  sought  to 
build  exclusively  black  institutions  but 
within  the  framework  of  the  existing 
American  capitalist  slate. 

The  black  nationalist  current  originated 
as  a minority  opposition  in  the  main  civil 
rights  organizations — SNCC  in  the  South 
and  CORE  in  the  North.  Its  main  imme- 
diate demand  was  the  expulsion  and 
exclusion  of  whiles  from  these  organiza- 
tions. To  justify  this  demand,  the  separat- 
ists put  forward  a socio-psychological 
theory  of  black  oppression.  Blacks,  they 
argued,  were  conditioned  to  defer  to 
white  authority  and  to  accept  white  lead- 
ership and  white-derived  political  doc- 
trines. It  didn’t  matter  whether  the  whiles 
in  question  were  right-wingers,  liberals  or 


radical  feminists  a few  years  later,  in  this 
regard  modeling  themselves  after  the 
black  nationalists.  The  late  ’60s  was  the 
heyday  of  what  we  called  secloralism  or 
mullivanguardism,  the  doctrine  that  every 
oppressed  group — whether  defined  by 
race,  ethnicity,  sex  or  sexual  orientation 
— had  to  have  their  own  exclusive  “liber- 
ation" organization.  Only  such  organiza- 
tions. it  was  argued,  could  truly  express 
the  interests  of  these  groups  and  psycho- 
logically empower  their  members  to  fight 
against  their  oppression. 

In  its  own  way,  secloralism  was  an 
acceptance  of  and  adaptation  to  white 
supremacy  and  male  chauvinism.  Its 
basic  underlying  premise  was  that  while 
whites  could  lead  and  influence  blacks, 
blacks  could  nut  lead  and  influence 
whites;  while  men  could  lead  and  influ- 
ence women,  women  could  not  lead  and 
influence  men.  All  of  you  in  the  Sparla- 
cus  Youth  Clubs  know  from  your  own 
experience  in  our  tendency  that  this 
premise  is  definitely  not  true. 

The  heyday  of  secloralism  on  the 
American  left  did  not  last  all  that  long. 
By  1972.  the  large  majority  of  former 
black  and  Latino  nationalists  and  radi- 
cal feminists  were  operating  within  the 
framework  of  pro-Democratic  Party  lib- 
eralism. At  the  same  lime,  a significant 
number  of  radicals  who  once  were  in 
continued  on  page  6 
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U.S.  Left... 

(continuecl  from  page  5) 

these  movements  and  milieus  were  now 
in  racially  integrated  groups  claiming  to  be 
or  to  be  building  the  “Marxisl-Leninist" 
vanguard  of  the  American  proletariat. 

The  Rise  and  Fall  of  the 
Black  Panthers 

To  better  understand  this  development, 
we  have  to  consider  the  history  of  the 
Black  Panthers,  by  far  the  best-known 
expression  of  radical  black  nationalism 
in  this  period.  The  Panthers  don't  fit  into 
the  standard  political  categories.  They 
were  a short-lived  phenomenon  shaped 
by  a unique  historical  conjuncture  both 
within  the  U.S.  and  internationally. 

As  previously  noted,  the  Panthers  con- 
.sidered  themselves  a “Marxist-Leninist" 
organization  of  the  Maoist  persuasion. 
The  writings  of  Chairman  Mao  were  dis- 
played in  Panther  offices,  and  not  just  for 
show.  Some  of  the  leaders  and  cadre  took 
the  writings  seriously.  However,  the  Pan- 
thers differed  radically  from  the  other 
Maoist  groups  in  the  U.S.  at  the  time: 
first,  they  w'ere  exclusively  black;  sec- 
ondly, they  didn’t  even  pay  lip  service  to 
the  working  class  but  openly  espoused  a 
form  of  lumpen  vanguardism;  thirdly, 
they  were  a paramilitary  organization  and 
mainly  attracted  recruits  on  that  basis. 

However,  the  Black  Panthers  were  not 
like  any  other  left-wing  paramilitary 
organization  I know.  In  both  their  public 
pronouncements  and  internal  communi- 
cations, they  compared  themselves  to 
Mao’s  peasant-based  guerrilla  army  in 
the  Chinese  civil  war  and  to  the  South 
Vietnamese  National  Liberation  Front. 
However,  they  did  not  actually  engage  in 
insurrectionary  activity.  In  Latin  America 
in  this  period  there  were  left-wing  urban 
guerrilla  groups.  But  the  Panthers  were 
not  urban  guerrillas.  Nor  did  they  engage 
in  individual  terrorism. 

What  the  founding  Panther  leaders 
— Newton,  Hilliard.  Bobby  Seale — 
attempted  to  do  was  to  build  a black  par- 
amilitary organization  in  the  ghettos  that 


would  coexist  with  and  restrain  the 
police — sort  of  an  armed  version  of 
“community  control  of  the  cops.’’  And 
for  a short  time  they  actually  got  away 
with  it,  especially  in  Oakland,  their  orig- 
inal and  strongest  base.  The  authorities 
were  not  certain  how  much  support  they 
had  and  were  concerned  that  the  killing 
or  arrest  of  some  Panther  leaders  might 
set  off  a major  ghetto  conflagration. 

But  by  1968  the  FBI  and  local  police 
forces  had  launched  a concerted  cam- 
paign to  destroy  the  Black  Panther  Party. 
Thirty-eight  Panther  militants  were  killed 
outright,  including  the  top  leaders  of  the 
Chicago  branch,  Fred  Hampton  and  Mark 
Clark.  Practically  the  entire  central  lead- 
ership was  impri.soned  on  capital  charges. 
A few  of  the  other  leaders,  notably 
Eldridge  Cleaver,  fled  the  country  to 
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avoid  arrest  and  took  refuge  in  Algeria. 
The  government  also  effectively  incited 
more  right-wing,  rival  black  nationalist 
groups  to  engage  in  murderous  attacks  on 
the  Panthers. 

I believe  that  Newton  and  the  other 
Panther  leaders  were  genuinely  shocked 
that  the  black  community  did  not  rally  to 
their  defense  even  at  the  level  of  large 
protest  demonstrations  and  fund-raising. 
In  order  to  broaden  their  base  of  support, 
the  Panthers  moved  right  at  two  levels, 
that  of  the  black  community  and  that  of 
the  white  liberal  community. 

Despite  their  “Marxist-Leninist”  pos- 
ture. the  Panthers  had  no  concrete  pro- 
gram to  mobilize  the  black  working  class 
and  ghetto  poor  in  struggle  against  the 
capitalist  order.  In  seeking  to  become 
more  attractive  to  black  working  people, 
they  resorted  to  social  work.  Much  of 
the  Panthers’  organizing  energy  was  now 
expended  on  its  “free  breakfast  for  chil- 
dren” program.  In  1967-68.  the  Panthers 
publicized  themselves  with  pictures  of 
guys  with  bandoleers  across  their  chests 
carrying  rifles  in  military  formation.  In 
1969-70,  they  publicized  themselves 


with  pictures  of  guys  and  also  young 
women  serving  cereal  to  black  school- 
children. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Panthers  came 
under  the  political  influence  of  the  Com- 
munist Party  (CP),  especially  through 
its  legal  defense  apparatus.  Over  the 
decades,  the  CP  had  acquired  proficiency 
in  working  the  left-liberal  milieu  in  which 
they  had  a layer  of  sympathizers  and 
contacts.  Furthermore,  the  conditions  of 
the  late  1960s  had  also  radicalized  this 
milieu.  Thus,  defense  of  the  Panthers 
became  a major  cause  in  rad-lib  circles  as 
well  as  among  leftists.  Celebrities  like 
Hollywood  actress  Shirley  MacLaine 
and  Leonard  Bernstein,  conductor  of  the 
New  York  Philharmonic,  organized  well- 
publicized  fundraising  benefits  for  the 
Panthers. 


Of  course,  it  is  in  no  way  unprincipled 
for  a radical  left  group  to  seek  liberal 
support  against  .state  repression.  We’ve 
done  this  in  the  past  and  will  do  so  in  the 
future.  However,  the  Panthers  adapted 
their  politics  so  as  to  make  them- 
selves more  acceptable  and  attractive 
to  white  liberals.  For  example,  in  1969, 
they  teamed  up  with  the  CP  in  a typical 
popular-frontist  lash-up  called  the  United 
Front  Against  Fasci.sm.  the  main  demand 
of  which  was  “community  control  of  the 
police  on  a national  scale.” 

In  1970-71,  the  Panthers  underwent  a 
violent  faction  fight  and  split  between  the 
Algiers  group  around  Eldridge  Cleaver 
and  the  old  central  leadership  around 
Huey  Newton.  The  Algiers  group  accused 
Newton  & Co.  of  abandoning  the  group’s 
original  “revolutionary”  nationalist  poli- 
tics and  paramilitary  activity  in  favor  of 
common  work  with  white  liberals.  Of 
course,  it  was  a lot  easier  to  advocate  a 
return  to  anti-cop  confrontations  from 
Algiers  than  from  Oakland.  This  faction 
fight  effectively  destroyed  the  Panthers. 

One  important  consequence  was  that 
several  hundred  black  radicals,  who, 
after  all.  had  been  in  an  organization 
which  called  itself  “Marxist-Leninist,” 
were  now  in  a stale  of  political  disarray 
and  organizational  homelessness.  Some 
of  these  moved  leftward  into  racially 
integrated  organizations  claiming  to  be 
or  to  be  building  the  “Marxist-Leninist” 
vanguard  of  the  American  working  class. 
Our  first  black  recruits  in  this  period 
came  from  a group  of  ex-Panthers  in  Los 
Angeles  around  Joe  Johnson  (“Li’l  Joe”). 
We  cited  Johnson’s  capsule  analysis  of 
the  Panthers  in  the  piece  we  did  at  the 
time  of  the  split  (reprinted  in  Marxist 
Bulletin  No.  5 [Revised]). 

Whereas  the  Panthers  have  since 
entered  the  realm  of  popular  political 
mythology  with  Hollywood  films  made 
about  them,  the  League  of  Revolutionary 
Black  Workers  in  Detroit  is  today  a little- 
known  chapter  in  the  mass  black  radical- 
ism of  the  1960s.  Yet  the  League  was  a 
significant  organization  because  it  was 
the  main  expression  of  "revolutionary” 
black  nationalism  within  the  unionized 
industrial  proletariat,  in  a union — the 
UAW — in  which  the  left  historically  had 
influence.  Furthermore,  the  underlying 
trajectory  of  the  Panthers  and  the  League, 
despite  their  different  social  bases,  was 
similar. 

Formed  and  led  by  a circle  of  radi- 
cal nationalist  intellectuals,  the  League 
attracted  a layer  of  young  auto  workers, 
the  slightly  older  brothers  of  the  "broth- 
ers on  the  block”  who  elsewhere  rallied 
to  the  Panthers.  In  1968-69.  League  sup- 
porters organized  and  led  a number  of 
successful  wildcat  strikes  in  Detroit's 
Chrysler  plants.  While  most  of  the 
League’s  immediate  concrete  demands 
were  supportable  (such  as  more  upgrad- 
ing of  and  apprenticeship  openings  for 
blacks),  there  were  also  elements  of 
nationalist  class  collaboration,  as  In  seek- 
ing the  hiring  of  more  black  foremen. 


Although  in  practice  the  League  some 
times  operated  within  the  organizational 
structure  of  the  UAW.  its  staled  goal  was 
the  formation  of  a separate  black  dual 
union  opposed  to  the  UAW.  As  such,  the 
League  was  indifferent  or  hostile  toward 
while  workers,  which  obviously  played 
into  the  hands  of  the  Reutherite  bureauc- 
racy and  the  companies  in  victimizing 
League  supporters. 

No  less  decisive  was  that  the  large 
majority  of  older  black  workers  did  not 
support  the  League’s  nationalist  politics, 
although  many  involved  themselves  in 
its  shop-fioor  actions.  While  these  older 
black  workers  generally  did  not  support 
the  Reutherite  bureaucracy,  they  did  sup- 
port the  UAW  as  an  institution.  They  rec- 
ognized. as  many  younger  black  workers 
did  not,  the  value  of  a racially  integrated 
industrial  union,  despite  the  racist  prac- 
tices of  its  bureaucratic  leadership,  in 
defending  their  own  material  interests 
against  the  auto  bosses. 

Thus,  the  League,  like  the  Panthers,  was 
impelled  to  broaden  its  base  of  support 
among  the  black  populace  because  most 
blacks,  including  workers,  did  not  sup- 
port its  original  nationalist  program 
Whereas  the  Panthers  turned  to  social 
work,  the  League  engaged  in  community 
organizing  around  such  demands  as  "com- 
munity control  of  the  school  system.” 

In  early  1971,  the  League  experienced 
a major  faction  fight  and  split,  which 
paralleled  that  of  the  Panthers  politically 
as  well  as  chronologically.  One  faction, 
personified  by  Ken  Cockrel.  stood  for 
popular-frontist  black  community  poli- 
tics whose  trajectory  was  clearly  in  the 
direction  of  the  Democratic  Parly.  A few 
years  later,  Cockrel  would  give  back- 
handed  support  to  the  black  Democrat 
Coleman  Young  in  his  successful  bid  for 
mayor  of  Detroit. 

The  opposing  faction  stood  for  a return 
to  the  League’s  original  shop-floor  ori- 
ented, semi-syndicalist  nationalist  poli- 
tics. However,  after  the  split,  a number  of 
leading  figures  in  this  group,  such  as 
General  Baker,  joined  a hard-line  but 
racially  integrated  Stalinist-Maoist  organ- 
ization. the  Communist  League.  The 
leader  of  the  Communist  League  was  a 
veteran  black  ex-CP  cadre.  Nelson  Peery. 
who  was  very  much  an  orthodox  old-line 
Stalinist.  We  have  a few  comrades  in  the 
tendency  today  who  were  originally  in 
Peery’s  California  Communist  League  in 
the  early  1970s. 

I have  discussed  the  rise  and  decline 
of  “revolutionary”  black  nationalism  pri- 
marily in  terms  of  American  domestic 
social  struggle.  However,  the  formation 
and  subsequent  history  of  the  Black  Pan- 
thers and  the  League  of  Revolutionary 
Black  Workers  was  also  decisively  con- 
ditioned by  the  Vietnam  War.  in  which 
American  imperialism  was  defeated  by  a 
state  and  a movement  whose  leadership 
claimed  to  stand  for  the  principles  of 
“Marxism-Leninism.” 

[TO  BE  CONTINUED] 

WORKERS  vanguard 


In  the  late  1960s-early  ’70s, 
radical  black  auto  workers 
in  Detroit-area  plant 
Revolutionary  Union 
Movements  (RUMs), 
affiliated  into  the  League 
of  Revolutionary  Black 
Workers,  ted  successful 
wildcat  strikes.  1973: 
Organizers  of  victorious 
Detroit  auto  sit-down  strike 
being  carried  from  plant. 
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Spartacus  Youth  Say 

With  Anti-Sex,  Anti-Left 
Witchhunt  at  Berkeley! 


When  students  from  the  Male  Sex- 
uality De-Cal  class  (student-run  classes 
taken  for  credit)  were  reported  to  have 
participated  in  an  orgy,  the  UC  Berkeley 
administration  and  its  right-wing  lackeys 
m the  campus  Daily  Californian  launched 
an  anti-sex  witchhunt  to  try  to  eliminate 
the  entire  De-Cal  program.  The  Bay  Area 
SYC  called  a March  7 speakout  against 
the  witchhunt.  Famous  left-wing  porn 
star  Nina  Hartley  endorsed  the  demo 
and  sent  a statement:  “Sexual  literacy  is 
essential  for  sexual  liberation  to  occur — 
keep  the  de-cal  classes!” 

Unsurprisingly,  the  Stalinist  Progres- 
sive Labor  and  the  Maoist  Revolutionary 
Communist  Party — organizations  that 
grotesquely  debate  whether  or  not  homo- 
sexuals are  degenerate  products  of  bour- 
geois society— did  not  come  out.  Though 
the  International  Socialist  Organization 
normally  excludes  us  communists  from 
fheir  meetings,  one  member  invited  the 
SYC  to  give  a quick  presentation  to 
motivate  the  protest.  We  explained  how 
necessary  it  was  to  oppose  such  conser- 
vative regimentation  and  right-wing  filth. 
Yet  the  'Tight  the  right”  ISO  still  chose 
to  impotently  abstain!  We  print  below 
the  SYC  statement  for  the  demo. 


MARCH  3 — The  Daily  PuriianiCal  is  at 
it  again.  To  carry  on  its  journalistic  mis- 
sion. which  traditionally  consists  of  pub- 
lishing the  most  racist  and  jingoistic  ads 
and  cartoons  for  the  sake  of  "presenting 
different  views,"  the  Daily  Cal  has  spear- 
headed the  latest  anti-left  witchhunt  and 
anti-sex  hysteria  on  campus.  The  Male 
Sexuality  De-Cal  class  was  suspended 
for  two  weeks  based  on  supposed  “illicit 
activities."  which  in  reality  amounted  to 
consensual  sex  outside  the  classroom. 
Soon  after,  seizing  on  the  anonymous 
theft  of  copies  of  the  right-wing  Califor- 
nia Patriot  (February  2002),  the  Daily 
Cal  launched  the  newest  round  of  cyni- 
cal “free-speech"  hysteria,  painting  left- 
ists as  anti-free-speech  “marauders"  wor- 
thy of  prosecution  and  repression  at  the 
hands  of  the  administration  and  police. 
Taken  together,  these  incidents  contrib- 
ute to  an  atmosphere  of  social  regi- 


mentation ripe  for  the  administration 
to  clamp  down  on  this  university’s  fee- 
ble “academic  freedom”  and  drive  all 
“deviants."  sexual  or  political,  out  of  UC 
Berkeley.  This  is  an  attempt  to  roll  things 
back  to  the  McCarthyite  1950s.  when 
communists,  leftists  and  even  liberals 
were  wiichhunted  off  campuses.  We  say: 
"Down  With  the  Anti-Left  Witchhunt!" 

The  Male  Sexuality  De-Cal  has  been 
reinstated  on  a "probationary  basis," 
while  the  administration  still  investigates 
"wrongdoings”  and  prohibits  any  "out- 
side activities."  This  is  not  an  isolated 
incident.  Last  semester  the  revolution- 
ary communists  of  the  Spartacus  Youth 
Club  held  an  Introduction  to  Marxism 
De-Cal  class  which  was  targeted  by  right- 
wingers. who  lobbied  the  History  Depart- 
ment to  cancel  it.  But  we  have  the  right 
to  present  our  revolutionary  program  on 
this  campus,  and  we  will  fight  for  it.  The 
Daily  Cal's  dramatic  demands  that  De- 
Cals  be  given  "clearer  academic  stan- 
dards and  better  faculty  supervision" 
(19  February)  only  embolden  the  state’s 
efforts  to  shut  down  these  student-run 
classes;  the  administration’s  new  De-Cal 
task  force  is  an  effort  to  enforce  conser- 
vative codes  of  conduct  and  suppress  left- 
ist ideas  from  higher  education.  While 
the  administration  wants  all  discussions 
about  sex  off-limits.  UC  Regent  Ward 
Connerly,  the  man  whose  name  is  syn- 
onymous with  the  abolition  of  affirma- 
tive action  in  California,  now  wants  the 
entire  De-CJal  program  eliminated,  call- 
ing it  “degeneracy."  Meanwhile.  ROTC. 
the  training  corps  of  American  imperial- 
ism’s next  generation  of  mass  murderers, 
has  free  rein  in  recruiting  on  this  campu.s. 
That  is  degeneracy!  UC  Administration: 
Hands  off  De-Cal! 

What  really  twists  the  panties  of  the 
administration  is  not  the  question  of  vio- 
lating “the  sanctity  of  democratic  educa- 
tion" but  of  violating  bourgeois  moral- 
ity. For  them,  all  sex  that  threatens  the 
bourgeois  conception  of  “one  man  on 
one  woman  for  life  blessed  by  god"  needs 
to  be  stamped  out  in  order  to  protect 
the  institution  of  the  family,  which  serves 
to  oppress  women  as  child-bearers  and 
youth  as  future  wage  slaves  and  soldiers. 


No  More  Mr,  "Naked  Guy 


if 


The  following  is  an  excerpted  version  of  the  satirical  "UC  Berkeley's  Sexual 
Code  of  Conduct"  issued  by  the  Bay  Area  Spartacus  Youth  Club  and  distrih^ 
uted  on  campus  leading  up  to  and  at  their  March  7 speakout. 

The  administration  of  the  Center  of  All  Life  (CAL)  proposes  the  following 
Code  of  Conduct.  Recent  behavior  by  students  and  facilitators  of  the  soon-to-be- 
abolished  (God  willing!)  De-Cal  classes  has  forced  us  to  act  at  once  to  better 
protect  our  hallowed  reputation  as  a place  where  nothing  "funny”  happens. 

1.  Enrolling  in  a De-Cal  class  requires  that  one  refrain  from  engaging  in  any 
and  all  sexual  acts,  inside  or  outside  the  classroom. 

2.  Discussion  of  male  sexuality  is  henceforth  forbidden.  The  discussion  of 
female  sexuality  is  also  forbidden,  unless  it  refrains  from  discussing  women’s 
sexual  freedom,  right  to  abortion  or  any  deviance  from  women’s  established  role 
as  cooks,  baby-bearers  and  underpaid  secretaries. 

3.  Strip  clubs  are  off-limits  to  any  UC  student  who  wishes  to  graduate  from 
this  institution. 

4.  All  parties  and  private  social  gatherings  by  students  must  be  attended  by  a 
UC  Berkeley  police  officer,  so  as  to  guarantee  that  no  “illicit”  activities  take 
place  at  them. 

5.  Being  gay  is  no  crime,  but  be  gay  somewhere  else.  UC  Berkeley  must 
enforce  the  highest  possible  standards  for  its  student  body. 

6.  To  uphold  the  highest  academic  standards,  De-Cal  classes  must  be  taught 
by  individuals  who  hold  at  least  a double  PhD  and  who  have  been  cleared  by  the 
Legislature’s  Commission  on  Education. 

7.  It  is  unacceptable  for  the  student  body  to  engage  in  general  naughtiness. 
The  General  Guardians  of  Decency,  also  known  as  the  Board  of  Regents,  shall 
decide  on  the  definition  of  naughty. 


and  to  ensure  social  conservatism.  The 
anti-gay  nature  of  this  latest  outcry  is 
thinly  veiled,  as  the  Daily  PuritaniCal 
titillatingly  whispers  of  field  trips  to 
gay  strip  clubs  and  sex  clubs  as  some  of 
the  supposedly  more  outrageous  "illicit 
activities”  of  the  Male  Sexuality  class. 
This  is  no  surprise  in  the  “democratic" 
United  States,  where  gays  and  lesbians 
lack  access  to  basic  democratic  rights. 

A few  years  ago  the  Spartacus  Youth 
Club  launched  a campaign  to  defend  San 
Francisco  State  University  professor  John 
De  Cecco,  who  was  under  fire  for  sitting 
on  the  editorial  board  of  a "Journal  of 
Paedophilia.”  which  researched  issues  of 
child  sexuality.  We  have  also  always  vig- 
orously defended  the  North  American 
Man/Boy  Love  Association  (NAMBLA). 
perennially  under  attack  by  right-wing 
bigots  and  liberals  alike  for  its  opposition 
to  age-of-consent  laws  between  male 
lovers.  We  also  defended  Nina  Hartley — 
an  X-rated  film  star  whose  guest  lectures 
at  Male  and  Female  Sexuality  De-Cals 
have  been  cited  as  proof  that  they’re  no 
longer  acceptable — when  she  faced  12 
years  in  prison  for  "felony  lesbianism.” 
Consenting  individuals,  regardless  of  age. 
gender  or  particular  kink,  should  be  free 
to  engage  in  whatever  sexual  relations 
they  choose,  without  interference  from 
the  state,  church,  school  or  right-wing 
busybodies.  We  don’t  accord  the  racist 
capitalist  state — whether  run  by  Demo- 
crats or  Republicans — the  right  to  decree 
a sexual  “norm.”  Do  you  want  the  people 
who  framed  up  Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  who 
kill  Afghanis  and  terrorize  immigrants 
and  blacks,  who  are  trying  to  do  away 
with  the  democratic  right  to  abortion,  to 
decide  what  you  do  in  your  bedroom? 

It  is  no  coincidence  that  this  state- 
sponsored  right-wing  backlash  is  happen- 
ing while  the  American  bourgeoisie  still 
drops  bombs  on  Afghanistan,  prepares 
further  massacres  in  Iraq  and  the  Philip- 
pines. and  beefs  up  the  Zionist  state  of 
Israel  for  the  “final  solution”  against  the 
Palestinian  people.  To  carry  out  its  impe- 
rialist adventures,  the  bourgeoisie  needs 
to  regiment  the  population  to  accept 
authority  without  question.  College  stu- 
dents, who  under  capitalism  are  trained 
to  be  the  future  technocrats  and  manag- 
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ers  of  the  bourgeoisie’s  affairs,  must 
be  kept  in  check  so  they  can  better  serve 
the  capitalist  masters.  And  now,  with 
token  gains  of  the  civil  rights  movement 
like  affirmative  action  abolished,  tuition 
fees  escalating  exponentially,  and  U.S. 
imperialists  pillaging  the  world,  the  elite 
campuses  have  been  overwhelmingly 
purged  of  blacks  and  Latinos  so  that 
racists  and  other  retrogrades  think  they 
can  act  with  impunity. 

If  anyone  is  trying  to  censor  “free 
speech"  it  is  these  neo-McCarthyite  dem- 
agogues shutting  up  anyone  who  opposes 
them  while  advancing  the  capitalists' 
“anti-terror"  crackdown  that  targets  immi- 
grants, blacks,  labor,  and  antiwar  youth. 
The 'California  Patriot's  current  issue 
baits  the  Berkeley  Stop  the  War  Coalition 
as  the  "John  Walker  Lindh  Fan  Club." 
(February  2002)  and  viciously  equates 
Chicano  student  group  MEChA  with  the 
fascist  Third  Reich.  Their  demonizations 
of  the  antiwar  milieu — from  accusing  a 
member  of  the  International  Socialist 
Organization  of  stealing  campus  newspa- 
pers to  basically  calling  anyone  to  the  left 
of  Jesse  Helms  an  “authoritarian  Commu- 
nist”— are  serious  provocations  and  part 
of  a nationwide  drive  to  purge  left-wing 
dissent  from  campuses.  Just  last  year  we 
had  to  fight  for  our  right  to  protest  the 
racist,  slavery-apologist  David  Horowitz, 
who  has  been  crusading  for  the  elimina- 
tion of  leftists  and  antiwar  activists  from 
campuses  while  on  break  from  his  usual 
intellectual  cross  burnings. 

This  outrageous  campaign  of  intimida- 
tion and  repression  calls  for  the  biggest 
possible  protest.  We  call  on  ail  students 
and  organizations  who  agree  with  the 
following  demands,  regardless  of  other 
political  differences,  to  join  us  in  organiz- 
ing a united-front  protest:  Down  With  the 
Anti-Left  Witchhunt!  Down  With  Anti- 
Sex  Hysteria!  UC  Administration:  Hands 
OffDe-CaUm 
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BAY  AREA 


Alternate  Saturdays,  2 p.m. 
March  23:  The  Capitalist  State: 
Reform  vs.  Revolution 
1634  Telegraph.  3rd  Floor.  Oakland 
Information  and  readings;  (510)  839-0851 


BOSTON 


Alternate  Thursdays,  6:30  p.m. 
March  28;  The  Formation  of  the 
Deformed  Workers  States 

Boston  University 
College  of  Arts  and  Sciences 
725  Commonwealth  Ave..  Room  426 
Informallon  and  readings:  (617)  666-9453 


LOS  ANGELES 


Alternate  Saturdays,  2 p.m. 

March  30:  The  Fight  for  a 
Revolutionary  Workers  Party 
3806  Beverly  Blvd.,  Suite  215 
Information  and  readings:  (213)  380-8239 
slsycla@cs.com 


CHICAGO 


Alternate  Tuesdays,  6 p.m. 
March  26:  Defend  Deformed 
Workers  States — China,  Cuba, 
North  Korea  and  Vietnam — Against 
Imperialism,  Counterrevolution! 
For  Workers  Political  Revolution! 
University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago 
104  Stevenson  Hall 
701  South  Morgan  Street 
Information  and  readings;  (312)  563-0441 
spanacist@iname.com 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Alternate  Tuesdays,  7 p.m. 
March  26:  The  Working  Class, 
the  Revolutionary  Party  and  the 
Fight  for  New  Octobers 

Columbia  University  (I16lh  and  Broadway) 
Hamilton  Hall.  Room  306 
Information  and  readings:  (212)  267-1025 

Visit  t/te  ICL  W&t>  SitGi 
iviviv.  IcI-fL  org 
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2001  Military  Budgets 

Amounts  In  Billions  of  Dollars 


USA  Russia  Japan  Britain  France  Germany  China 


“Axis  of  Evil”... 

(cofitinued  from  page  1) 

adventures.  Barely  a week  has  gone  by 
without  the  announcement  of  a new 
American  military  deployment,  from  the 
Philippines  to  Yemen  to  the  former  Soviet 
republic  of  Georgia.  Now  Washington 
wants  to  send  more  U.S.  “advisers”  to 
Colombia  as  the  decades-long  counterin- 
surgency war  by  the  death  squad  military 
intensifies. 

In  December.  Congress — with  biparti- 
san support — approved  a huge  package  of 
high-tech  arms  for  capitalist  Taiwan,  a 
counterrevolutionary  dagger  aimed  at  the 
Chinese  deformed  workers  slate  and  the 
gains  of  the  1949  Revolution  (and  the  U.S. 
now  has  or  is  planning  a military  presence 
in  former  Soviet  Central  Asian  republics 
on  China's  western  flank).  Simultane- 
ously. Bush  unilaterally  tore  up  the  30- 
year-old  ABM  treaty  outlawing  the  devel- 
opment of  anti-missile  systems,  which 
had  been  an  obstacle  to  U.S.  plans  for  a 
“national  missile  defense.”  Even  if  it  can 
be  built,  such  a missile  defense  would 
be  useless  against  an  all-out  nuclear 
attack.  But  it  could  be  used  to  neutralize 
a relatively  small  nuclear  arsenal,  like 
China’s,  in  the  event  of  an  American 
nuclear  first  strike.  Not  coincidentally. 
China  is  among  the  seven  countries  listed 
as  potential  targets  in  the  Nuclear  Pos- 
ture Review.  For  unconditional  military 
defense  of  China,  as  well  as  North  Korea, 
Vietnam  and  Cuba,  against  imperialist 
attack  and  internal  counterrevolution! 

Commenting  on  the  international  furor 
that  met  the  Pentagon  paper,  the  New  York 
Times  (1 1 March)  wrote  of  “making  the 
unthinkable  thinkable.”  In  the  minds  of 
America’s  imperialist  rulers — Democrats 
and  Republicans — a nuclear  attack  has 
been  thinkable  from  the  moment  they  first 
got  their  hands  on  the  A-bomb.  The  first 
two  bombs  developed  by  the  U.S.  were 
immediately  used  to  incinerate  the  pop- 
ulations of  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki  in 
1945.  Washington  repeatedly  coosidered 
the  use  of  nuclear  weapons  against  North 
Korea  in  1950-53.  and  later  against  Viet- 
nam in  the  1960s  and  early  ’70s.  as 
the  recently  released  tapes  of  Richard 
Nixon’s  Oval  Office  rantings  confirm. 
The  American  rulers  were  held  back  only 
by  fear  of  Soviet  nuclear  retaliation.  But 
today  the  Soviet  Union  no  longer  exists, 
destroyed  by  capitalist  counterrevolution 
in  1991-92. 

That  world-historic  defeat  for  the  inter- 
national proletariat  shapes  today’s  world. 
While  rivalries  among  the  major  capital- 
ist powers  are  no  longer  held  in  check  by 
a U.S. -led  anti-Soviet  consensus,  the  U.S. 
has  simultaneously  asserted  its  unchal- 
lenged supremacy  as  the  “world’s  only 
superpower.”  In  a 12  March  editorial, 
the  rational-posturing  Times  warned  that 
Bush  would  turn  the  U.S.  into  a “nuclear 
rogue”  by  threatening  non-nuclear  slates 
with  a nuclear  attack.  But  that  "rogue”  pol- 
icy was  earlier  enunciated  by  Clinton’s 
Pentagon  chief  William  Perry  in  1996. 
What  has  changed  is  that  the  Republi- 
can administration  dispenses  with  even 
the  window-dressing  of  “multilateral- 
ism” Lillie  wonder,  then,  that  Bush’s  “axis 
of  evil”  tirade  provoked  an  outcry  not  only 


from  its  intended  targets  but  also  from 
Washington’s  NATO  allies.  Even  the  “soft 
cop”  in  the  Bush  administration,  Secre- 
tary of  Stale  Colin  Powell,  warned  the 
Europeans  that  whatever  their  differences 
they  would  have  to  accept  the  “principled 
leadership”  of  the  American  behemoth. 

The  unrestrained  militarism  signaled 
by  Bush’s  speech  demonstrates  even 
more  clearly  than  before  that  Ameri- 
can imperialism  is  truly  the  main  enemy 
of  the  world’s  peoples.  The  Spariacisl 
League/U.S.,  section  of  the  International 
Communist  League,  is  dedicated  to  the 
forging  of  the  revolutionary  workers 
party  needed  to  lead  the  multiracial  work- 
ing class  in  a .socialist  revolution  that 
sweeps  away  the  capitalist  order  in  the 
bastion  of  world  imperialism.  That  pur- 
pose animated  the  labor-centered  rally  in 
the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  on  February 
9 in  defense  of  immigrants  and  against 
the  USA-Patriot  Act  and  Maritime  Secur- 
ity Act.  As  the  Spariacist  speaker  stated: 
“This  is  ihe  first  effort  to  mobilize  the 
power  of  the  working  class  independeni- 
iy.  against  ‘national  unity’  here  in  the 
belly  of  ihe  American  imperialist  beast.... 
‘The  attacks  on  immigrants  and  the 
working  class  that  we  are  addressing  at 
the  rally  today  cannot  be  separated  from 
Ihe  broader  aims  of  the  ruling  class.  The 
American  colossus,  waving  the  criminal 
destruction  of  the  World  Trade  Center  on 
9/11  like  a bloody  shirt,  lashed  out  at 
Afghanistan  to  assert  its  unchallenged 
supremacy  as  the  world's  nuclear  cow- 
boy. Now  the  American  imperialists  are 
plotting  their  next  moves  in  an  open- 
ended  ‘war  on  terrorism’ — be  it  attacks 
on  Iraq.  Iran  or  North  Korea.  We 
defended  Iraq  and  then  Afghanistan 
when  they  were  attacked  by  the  imperi- 
alist war  machine  and  we  will  do  so 
again.... 


“In  fighting  every  injustice  and  every 
oppression,  we  in  the  Spariacist  League 
have  the  aim  of  making  the  working 
class  as  a whole  conscious  of  its  historic 
tasks:  bringing  down  this  whole  system 
of  greed,  exploitation  and  war  that  is 
capitalism.” 

EU  Imperialists:  Economic 
Powers,  Military  Pygmies 

On  one  level,  European  fury  over 
Bush’s  “axis  of  evil”  speech  reflected  the 
growing  conflict  of  interests  in  the  Per- 
sian Gulf  and  Near  East  between  the  U.S. 
and  the  European  Union  (EU)  powers. 
Even  during  the  Cold  War  era,  the  Euro- 
pean bourgeoisies  attempted  to  develop 
their  own  client  stales  in  the  oil-rich  Gulf 
region.  Before  the  1991  war,  France  did  a 
thriving  oil-for-arms  trade  with  Saddam 
Hussein's  Iraq.  In  recent  years.  France 
has  consistently  voted  to  soften  the  UN 
embargo  and  expanded  its  trade  with 
Iraq — within  the  limits  set  by  the  sanc- 
tions and.  more  fundamentally,  by  what 
the  U.S.  will  tolerate.  The  French  oil 
company  ToialFinaElf  has  also  been 
negotiating  with  Baghdad  over  investing 
in  the  huge  Majnoon  and  Nahr  bin  Omar 
oil  fields. 

The  European  capitalists  also  have  a 
strong  interest  in  investment  in  Iran, 
another  oil-rich  country.  Following  the 
U.S. -backed  Shah’s  ouster  by  the  1979 
“Islamic  Revolution”  and  the  ensuing 
“hostage  crisis.”  Washington  has  not  even 
had  forma!  diplomatic  relations  with  Iran. 
Meanwhile,  the  EU  pursues  a policy  of 
“constructive  engagement,”  seeking  in 
particular  to  cultivate  the  “moderate” 
wing  of  the  Islamic  theocracy  around 
President  Mohammad  Khatami.  Bush’s 
"axis  of  evil"  speech  was,  of  course,  quite 
the  opposite  of  “constructive  engage- 
ment.” Even  the  generally  pro-American 
London  Economist  (9  February)  look 
Bush  to  task  for  having  “made  things 
harder”  for  Khatami  while  strengthening 
“Iranian  hardliners.” 

But  differences  over  Iran  or  Iraq  did 
not  alone  account  for  the  firestorm  of 
denunciation  against  Bush’s  speech  by 
.spokesmen  from  all  parts  of  the  Euro- 
pean political  spectrum.  German  Green 
Joschka  Fischer,  foreign  minister  under 
Social  Democratic  (SPD)  chancellor  Ger- 
hard Schroder,  fumed  that  “alliance  part- 
ners are  not  satellites.”  harking  back  to 
the  Cold  War  line  that  the  East  European 
deformed  workers  stales  were  mere  “sat- 
ellites” of  the  Soviet  Union.  Right-wing 
French  president  Jacques  Chirac,  prefer- 
ring an  analogy  from  the  era  of  feudalism, 
accused  Washington  of  treating  its  NATO 


partners  like  “vassal  states.”  Even  British 
Con.servalive  Chris  Patten,  current  EU 
commissioner  of  external  affairs,  warned 
Wa.shingion  of  "dangerous  instincts."  in. 
eluding  “that  allies  may  be  useful  as  an 
optional  extra  but  that  the  U.S.  is  big 
enough  to  manage  without  them  if  it 
must." 

The  major  German  newsweekly  Oer 
Spiegel  (18  February)  dispensed  with 
such  diplomatic  language,  running  a car- 
icature of  “The  Bush  Warriors”  on  its 
cover.  An  article  titled  “Masters  of  the 
World”  groused,  “Not  even  a half  year 
after  West  European  politicians  and 
media  declared  that  we  are  now  all  Amer- 
icans. one  sees  that  the  much  ballyhooed 
change  of  the  U.S.  president  from  a grin- 
ning deputy  sheriff  to  a team  player... 
was  pure  wishful  thinking.”  Fulminating 
against  an  “imperial  America”  that  is 
reviving  “the  old  great  power  arrogance.” 
Der  Spiegel  warned.  “Rambo  is  on  the 
loose  again.”  The  article  declaimed  that  in 
Pentagon  chief  Donald  Rumsfeld’s  view, 
“war.  doubtless  even  with  nuclear  weap- 
ons, remains  a self-evident  means  of 
American  foreign  policy  in  the  21st  cen- 
tury.” It  pointedly  concluded:  “The  most 
important  argument  that  the  Americans 
can  advance  for  their  martial  stance  is 
their  unassailable  military  superiority.” 

The  Bush  administration’s  bellicose 
“unilateralism"  drives  home  with  a ven- 
geance that  the  European  imperialists 
cannot  pursue  their  own  national  ambi- 
tions when  those  come  into  conflict  with 
U.S.  interests  anywhere  in  the  world  so 
long  as  they  remain,  relatively  speaking, 
economic  powers  but  military  pygmies. 
They  may  hate  the  punishing  tariff  on 
steel  imports  Bush  just  imposed  in  viola- 
tion of  international  agreements,  but  there 
is  little  they  can  do  except  complain  and 
threaten  some  retaliatory  economic  meas- 
ures. Der  Spiegel  may  believe  that  in 
response  to  Washington’s  provocations 
the  “Europeans  have  found  a common 
voice.”  But  the  formation  of  a Euro- 
pean “superstate”  as  a counterweight  to 
the  U.S.  is  blocked,  as  it  always  has 
been,  by  Europe’s  division  into  rival  and 
potentially  mutually  hostile  capitali.st 
nation-stales.  Despite  the  launch  of  the 
Euro  and  a certain  degree  of  economic- 
integration,  the  core  of  state  power,  the 
military,  remains  strictly  national,  not 
pan-European. 

In  the  ICL’s  “Declaration  of  Principles 
and  Some  Elements  of  Program.”  we 
assert,  “Looking  back  retrospectively  to 
the  pre- World  War  I period,  today’s  ’post- 
Cold  War  world’  presents  many  parallels" 
(Spariacist  [English-language  edition) 
No.  54.  Spring  1998).  In  broad  political 
terms,  this  is  true:  the  Soviet  workers 
state  that  issued  out  of  the  first  proletar- 
ian revolution  in  history,  the  October 
Revolution  of  1917,  no  longer  exists, 
while  rivalries  among  the  major  capital- 
ist countries  have  increasingly  come  to 
the  fore. 

But  on  the  military  plane,  relations 
among  the  competing  imperialists  are 
vastly  different  than  they  were  before 
World  War  I or  World  War  II.  Though 
Britain  and  France  already  have  substan- 
tial nuclear  arsenals,  and  Germany  and 
the  rest  could  assemble  their  own  in  short 
order,  the  gulf  between  these  countries 
and  the  U.S.  is  vast.  As  British  left-liberal 
Seumas  Milne  observed  in  the  London 
Guardian  (14  February),  referring  to 
Bush’s  request  for  a $48  billion  increase 
in  the  U.S.  military  budget  this  year:  "The 
latest  increases  will  take  its  military 
spending  to  40%  of  the  worldwide  total, 
larger  than  the  arms  budgets  of  the  next  19 
states  put  together.  No  previous  military 
empire — from  the  Roman  to  the  British- 
had  anything  like  this  preponderance,  let 
alone  America’s  global  reach.” 

Already  in  the  mid  19th  century,  the 
perceptive  French  intellectual  Alexis  de 
Tocqueville  predicted  that  the  U.S.— 
because  of  its  size,  natural  resources  and 
economic  dynamism — would  one  day 
surpass  Europe.  By  the  end  of  World  War 
1.  Wall  Street  had  displaced  the  City  of 
London  as  the  world’s  financial  center,  as 
the  European  imperialists  emerged  from 
four  years  of  carnage  economically  and 
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militiinJy  exhausied.  In  the  mid  1920s. 
Leon  Trotsky,  co-leader  with  V.  I.  Lenin 
of  the  Bolshevik  Revolution,  noted  the 
ascendancy  of  American  imperialism: 
•American  capitalism  is  seeking  the 
position  of  world  domination;  it  wants  to 
establish  an  American  imperialist  autoc- 
racy over  our  planet.  This  is  what  it 
wants. 

•'What  will  it  do  with  Europe?  It  must, 
they  say.  pacify  Europe.  How?  Under  its 
hegemony.  And  what  does  this  mean? 
This  means  that  Europe  will  be  permit- 
ted to  rise  again,  but  within  limits  set  in 
advance,  with  certain  restricted  sections 
of  the  world  market  allotted  to  it.” 

— ’The  Premises  for  the 

Proletarian  Revolution"  (1924). 
reprinted  in  Europe  and 
America:  Two  Speeches  on 
Imperialism  (1971) 

But  U.S.  imperialism’s  increasing  eco- 
nomic pre-eminence  was  not  yet  matched 
by  military  supremacy.  The  1921  Wash- 
ington conference,  one  of  a number  of 
•'disarmamenr  summits  held  that  decade, 
fixed  the  number  of  battleships  that  the 
U.S..  Britain  and  Japan  could  have  at  a 
ratio  of  5:5:3.  In  the  years  1933-38,  total 
U.S.  military  spending  was  less  than  half 
that  of  Hitler’s  Germany  and  roughly  on  a 
par  with  that  of  Japan,  Britain  or  France. 
But  Washington’s  military  budget  had 
risen  astronomically  by  the  end  of  World 
War  II.  With  Germany  and  Japan  in  rub- 
ble and  Britain  and  France  qualitatively 
weakened.  the.U.S.  emerged  from  the  wa[ 
as  the  hegemonic  imperialist  power,  both 
militarily  and  economically.  For  the  next 
45  years,  its  predominance  was  chal- 
lenged only  by  the  existence  of  the  Soviet 
degenerated  workers  state.  Despite  the 
devastation  wreaked  by  the  Nazi  inva- 
sion— and  the  misrule  of  the  parasitic 
Kremlin  bureaucracy — the  USSR’s  tri- 
umph over  Nazi  Germany,  and  soon  there- 
after its  development  of  a nuclear  arsenal 
to  keep  U.S.  imperialism  at  bay.  demon- 
strated the  enormous  power  of  the 
planned,  collectivized  economy. 

By  the  1970s.  with  the  U.S.  sapped  by 
its  losing  war  in  Vietnam  and  with  the 
industrial  resurgence  of  West  Germany 
and  Japan,  American  capitalism  was  los- 
ing its  overwhelming  economic  domi- 
nance. But  West  Germany  and  the  other 
imperialist  powers  accepted  U.S,  leader- 
ship in  their  common  crusade  to  destroy 
the  Soviet  Union. 

Today,  the  capitalist  rulers  of  post- 
Soviet  Russia  have  their  own  imperialist 
ambitions,  even  if  they  are  not  now  in 
a position  to  realize  them.  If  Germany 
exhibits  an  imbalance  between  its  eco- 
nomic weight  and  military  weakness. 
Russia  has  the  opposite  imbalance. 
Should  these  two  countries  forge  an  alli- 
ance, uniting  Germany’s  financial  and 
technological  resources  with  Russia’s 
still  formidable  nuclear  arsenal,  that 
alliance  would  rapidly  alter  the  global 
balance  of  power. 

The  Main  Enemy  Is  at  Home! 

There  is  genuine  and  well-founded 
hatred  and  fear  of  American  militarism 
among  working  people  in  Europe,  fear 
that  the  Pentagon’s  arsenal  of  death  and 
destruction  will  be  used  not  only  against 
Third  World  countries  like  Iraq  and  Iran 
but  at  some  point  against  Europe.  But 
if  opposition  to  American  militarism  is 
not  directed  toward  proletarian  interna- 
tionalism, it  will  inevitably  be  directed 
toward  support  for  strengthening  the  mil- 
itary power  and  global  role  of  one’s 
“own"  capitalist  state. 

During  the  First  World  War.  the  Ger- 
man ruling  class  and  its  Social  Demo- 
cratic henchmen  appealed  to  the  deeply 
rooted  hostility  of  the  German  working 
class  toward  the  Russian  tsarist  autoc- 
racy. historically  the  gendarme  of  Euro- 
pean reaction.  In  turn,  the  French  ruling 
class  and  its  social-democratic  hirelings 
appealed  to  the  hostility  of  French  work- 
ing people  toward  imperial  and  militaris- 
tic Germany,  contrasting  the  more  "dem- 
ocratic" character  of  the  French  Republic 
to  the  Kaiser’s  Reich.  Against  the  social- 
democratic  class  traitors,  the  great  Ger- 
man revolutionary  socialist  Karl  Lieb- 
knecht  put  forward  the  famous  slogan: 
The  Main  Enemy  Is  at  Home!  Today,  it 
is  necessary  to  re-emphasize  that  the 


struggle  again.st  militarism  and  imperial- 
ist war  h first  and  foremost  a struggle  for 
proletarian  revolution  against  one's  own 
imperialist  bourgeoisie. 

It  is  the  social  democrats  who  now 
administer  imperialist  rule  throughout 
much  of  West  Europe.  And  the  line  of 
the  various  self-styled  "revolutionary,” 
"Marxist"  or  "Trotskyist"  organizations 
that  support  them  is  that  the  American 
and  only  the  American  bourgeoisie  is  the 
enemy!  They  portray  the  European  bour- 
geoisies. by  omission  if  not  always  explic- 
itly. as  "peace-loving”  in  contrast  to  the 
crazed  warmongers  in  Washington. 

Thus  the  French  Ligue  Commu- 
niste  Revolutionnairc  (LCR)  has  pro- 
moted recent  demonstrations  in  Paris  and 
Bru.ssels  calling  for  “an  international 
peace  and  protection  force"  to  defend 
the  Palestinians  and  earlier  demanded 
"a  political  fight  directed  at  the  Euro- 
pean Union  and  the  French  govern- 
ment so  that  they  respond  positively  to 
the  demands  of  the  Palestinian  national 
movement"  {Rouge.  1 December  2000). 
Among  the  other  groups  that  mobilized 
for  the  pro-imperialist  demonstration  in 
Paris  was  Lutte  Ouvrifere  (LO).  which 
last  year  signed  on  to  an  appeal  to 
France  and  the  EU  to  intervene  in  the 
Near  East.  An  article  in  Lutte  Ouvriire 
(25  January)  denouncing  Washington’s 


European  imperialists  against  the  bour- 
geoisie of  Hiroshima.  Indeed,  the  Links- 
ruck  group  has  joined  SPD  "left”  Oskar 
Lafontaine  and  others  in  co-signing  a 
statement,  originally  printed  in  the  Frank- 
furter Rundschau  (9  February),  which 
declares: 


"Germany  and  the  other  EU  slates  have 
every  reason  to  reject  military  megalo- 
mania and  ambitions  lor  world  domina- 
tion. which  in  our  complex  world  can 
only  bring  more  insecurity  and  human 
suffering.  Instead  of  taking  part  in  and 
arming  for  Bush's  announced  global 
wars,  the  EU.  as  an  important  political 
force,  should  devote  itself  to  the  solution 
of  political  conflicts  through  peaceful 
civilian  means  and  through  furthering 
cooperation.  Germany  can  play  an 
important  role  in  such  a policy." 


Such  flagrant  social-chauvinism  would 
probably  have  caused  even  the  renegade 
Karl  Kautsky  to  blanch.  In  promoting  a 
greater  international  role  by  the  bourgeoi- 
sie of  Auschwitz  (as  a force  for  peace!). 
Linksruck  feeds  into  the  drive  for  German 
military  rearmament.  Exposing  Kautsky ‘s 
rather  more  benign  appeals  for  a peaceful 
“ultra-imperialism."  Lenin  wrote  in  his 
1916  pamphlet  Imperialism,  the  Highest 
Stage  of  Capitalism  : 

“The  only  conceivable  basis  under  capi- 
talism for  the  division  of  spheres  of 
influence,  interests,  colonies,  etc.,  is  a 
calculation  of  the  strength  of  those  par- 


40, 000  social  benefit  office  workers 
■Staged  a two-day  walkout,  and  a scries  of 
brief  railway  strikes  effectively  crippled 
commuter  traffic  in  and  out  of  London. 
Further  walkouts  are  threatened  in  com- 
ing months  by  railway  workers,  mail 
deliverers,  teachers  and  civil  service 
unions.  The  Labour  government  is  re- 
viled and  mistrusted,  with  workers  partic- 
ularly furious  that  Blair  is  steamrolling 
ahead  in  his  "reform"  of  Britain’s  decrepit 
public  services — transport,  education,  the 
National  Health  Service — which  means 
further  privatization  and  attacks  on  the 
unions.  Leading  union  officials  now  liken 
Blair  to  hated  Tory  union-buster  Mar- 
garet Thatcher,  and  a number  of  unions 
have  slashed  or  withheld  their  financial 
support  to  the  Labour  Party. 

Recent  developments  in  Germany 
parallel  those  in  Britain:  a heightened 
mood  of  trade-union  militancy;  growing 
working-class  distrust  of  the  SPD-led 
government;  increasing  opposition  to  the 
government’s  support  for  Washington’s 
"war  on  terrorism."  When  the  huge  IG 
Metall  metal  workers  (auto,  etc.)  union 
called  for  a halt  to  the  bombing  in 
Afghanistan  last  fall.  Schroder  arrogantly 
warned  them — without  success — to  "keep 
your  fingers  out  of  foreign  policy.”  Now, 
with  workers  ready  to  strike  for  a greater 
wage  increase  than  the  6.5  percent  called 


U.S.  imperialism, 
greatest  enemy  of 
world's  workers 
and  oppressed: 
Nuclear 
incineration  of 
Hiroshima,  1945; 
bombing  of 
Vietnamese  city 
of  Nam  Dinh, 
1972. 


support  for  Zionist  state  terror  does  not 
even  refer  to  French  imperialism. 

Our  comrades  of  the  Ligue  Trotskyste 
de  France  have  opposed  appeals  for  mili- 
tary intervention  by  the  French  bourgeoi- 
sie, former  colonial  overlords  in  the  Near 
East  and  North  Africa  and  brutal  oppres- 
sors of  the  large  Maghrebin  minority  in 
France.  Throughout  Europe,  sections  of 
the  ICL  have  stressed  that  the  multiethnic 
proletariat  must  be  mobilized  against 
the  heightened  anti-immigrant  repression 
being  carried  out  in  the  name  of  the  "war 
on  terror.”  In  attacking  immigrants,  the 
capitalist  governments  are  preparing  to 
go  after  the  entire  workers  movement.  In 
the  U.S.,  hundreds  of  Near  Eastern  immi- 
grants and  others  arbitrarily  rounded  up 
after  September  1 1 remain  imprisoned. 
The  February  9 labor-centered  demon- 
stration in  Oakland  in  defense  of  immi- 
grants had  a particular  impact  on  militant 
workers  and  fighters  for  minority  rights 
in  Europe,  underlining  the  need  for  pro- 
letarian internationalism  and  refuting  the 
lie  that  the  U.S.  working  class  is  at  one 
with  its  "own”  imperialist  rulers. 

The  French  Cliffites.  while  blaring 
"The  Real  Insecurity  in  the  World:  The 
$396  Billion  U.S.  Military  Budget,”  at 
least  denounced  the  presence  of  French 
troops  in  Afghanistan  {L'Eiincelle,  March 
2002).  Their  British  co-thinkers,  the 
Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP),  ran  a 
front-page  article  with  a photo  of  Bush 
and  a headline  in  huge  block  letters 
screaming;  "The  Madman  Prepares  to 
Kill  Again”  {Socialist  Worker.  16  Febru- 
ary). Though  attacking  "Bush  and  Blair’s 
Afghan  war."  their  main  enemy  is  clearly 
not  at  home,  as  seen  in  a subsequent  issue 
(2  March)  which  asks.  "Can  We  Defeat 
the  US’s  Evil  Empire?”  Seemingly  more 
certain  on  that  score,  the.German  Cliff- 
ites' Linksruck  (4  March)  asks  instead. 
"How  Can  We  Stop  the  USA?" 

Their  answer,  clearly,  is  to  bolster  the 


ticipating.  their  general  economic,  finan- 
cial. military  strength,  etc.... 

“Peaceful  alliances  prepare  the  ground 
for  wars,  and  in  their  turn  grow  out  of 
wars.” 

One  way  or  another,  the  bourgeoisies 
of  Germany.  Japan  and  other  imperialist 
countries  will  move  to  enhance  their  mil- 
itary capabilities  in  order  to  pursue  their 
interests  and  appetites  abroad.  In  recent 
years,  Germany  has  taken  significant 
measures  to  assert  a regional  military 
role,  altering  the  constitution  to  allow  the 
deployment  of  the  Bundeswehr  abroad 
and  dispatching  combat  forces  to  the 
Balkans.  "The  German  military  knows 
what  has  to  be  done.”  said  one  strategist 
quoted  in  a New  York  Times  (16  March) 
article  on  “Europe’s  Military  Gap.”  But, 
she  continued,  "they  don’t  have  enough 
cash  to  do  it.”  The  German  and  other 
European  bourgeoisies  know  where  to 
get  the  cash — out  of  the  hides  of  the 
working  people — but  to  do  so  they  have 
to  break  the  resistance  of  the  organ- 
ized workers  movement.  And  the  "peace- 
loving"  blandishments  of  the  Cliffites, 
LCR.  LO.  et  al.  help  pave  the  way  for  that. 

Class  Struggle  in  Europe 

The  fake  left’s  attempt  to  portray  their 
imperialist  governments  as  more  humane 
and  civilized  is  particularly  criminal  at  a 
time  when  the  social-democratic  rulers  of 
Germany.  France  and  Britain  (as  well  as 
the  right-wing  Berlusconi  government  in 
Italy)  face  increasing  working-class  dis- 
content pointing  toward  a new  wave  of 
labor  militancy.  In  France.  Communist 
Party  leader  Robert  Hue  was  booed  at  and 
run  out  of  a 20.000-slrong  public  workers 
rally  in  Paris  on  March  14  because  of  his 
party’s  participation  in  the  government 
that  is  stealing  workers’  pensions,  closing 
factories^nd  cutting  social  benefits.  In 
Britain,  the  past  few  months  have  seen  the 
most  significant  strikes  since  Labour 
came  to  power  in  1996.  In  January. 


for  by  the  union  tops,  a resolution  by 
shop  stewards  at  the  giant  Siemens 
corporation  challenged  the  IG  Metall 
bureaucracy:  "How  long  do  the  members 
want  to  put  up  with  a top  leadership  that 
remains  behind  their  expectations?" 

Michael  Sommer,  who  is  slated  to  take 
over  as  head  of  the  German  Labor  Feder- 
ation (DGB)  in  May,  warned  the  govern- 
ment of  the  "explosive  atmosphere  on  the 
shop  floor.”  On  January  29,  several  thou- 
sand shipyard  workers  went  on  strike 
demanding  equal  pay  for  blue-collar  and 
white-collar  workers.  Two  weeks  later, 
workers  at  the  GM  Opel  plant  in  Bochum 
struck  against  job-cutting  "rationaliza- 
tion.” At  Halle/Ammendorf  in  the  East, 
continued  on  page  10 
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Left:  Immigrants 
join  In  Rome 
protest  against 
bombing  of 
Afghanistan  last 
November.  Over 
100,000  trade 
unionists  and 
others 
demonstrate 
against  EU 
summit  in 
Barcelona, 
March  14. 


AP  photos 


“Axis  of  Evil”... 

(continued  from  page  9) 

Bombardier  railway  car  builders  carried 
out  a plant  occupation  against  threatened 
closure,  and  were  joined  by  other  work- 
ers. Hamburg  longshoremen  have  pro- 
tested further  privatization  of  the  port. 
In  Berlin,  public  service  workers  have 
staged  almost  daily  protests  against  the 
massive  attacks  by  the  new  coalition  gov- 
ernment under  the  SPD  and  the  “left” 
social-democratic  Party  of  Democratic 
Socialism  (PDS). 

Italy  has  been  convulsed  by  a wave  of 
strikes  and  mass  protests  against  the  war 
in  Afghanistan,  in  defense  of  immigrants 
and  against  attacks  on  the  unions.  On 
March  9.  some  100,000  demonstrated  in 
Rome  in  solidarity  with  the  Palestinians. 
A week  earlier,  there  was  a demonstration 
in  Naples  demanding  “citizenship  rights 
for  all,”  and  the  week  before  that  a huge 
protest  in  Brescia  involving  many  immi- 
grant workers.  The  CGIL  trade-union 
federation  has  called  for  a general  strike 
in  April  against  government  attacks  on 
existing  measures  defending  workers 
rights,  including  protection  against  arbi- 
trary firings.  The  CSIL  and  UIL  federa- 
tion tops  have  also  endorsed  the  general 
strike  call,  after  their  initial  refusal  led  to 
a protest  strike  that  brought  out  10,000 
workers  in  Torino  province  alone. 


The  labor  tops  and  “left”  social  demo- 
crats like  the  British  Socialist  Alliance 
(which  includes  the  SWP),  the  PDS  in 
Germany  and  Rifondazione  Comunista 
in  Italy  will  adjust  their  rhetoric  in  an 
attempt  to  keep  pace  with  the  workers’ 
militancy,  but  only  in  order  to  contain 
the  struggles  of  the  proletariat  and  chan- 
nel them  into  the  confines  of  bourgeois 
parliamentarism.  The  current  upsurge  in 
class  struggle  poses  an  opportunity  for 
Marxists  fighting  to  break  workers  from 
their  pro-capitalist  misleaders  and  win 
them  to  a revolutionary,  internationalist 
workers  parly.  That  requires  a sharp 
struggle  against  the  illusions  promoted 
by  the  pseudo-revolutionary  tails  of  the 
social  democracy  that  imperialism  can  be 
rendered  “peaceful”  and  that  a new  "left” 
government  at  the  head  of  the  capitalist 
slate  will  somehow  satisfy  the  aspira- 
tions of  the  working  class. 

For  Workers  Revolution 
Against  U.S.  Imperialism! 

In  the  U.S.,  where  there  is  no  mass 
social-democratic  party,  the  fake  left’s 
faith  in  its  “own”  bourgeoisie  is  ex- 
pressed in  attempts  to  pressure  the  Dem- 
ocratic Party  to  render  U.S.  imperialism 
more  "just.”  The  first  demand  of  an  anti- 
war march  planned  for  April  20  in  Wash- 
ington, D.C.,  endorsed  by  a slew  of 
reformist  groups  including  the  Interna- 
tional Socialist  Organization  (ISO),  the 


Socialist  Workers  Organization  and  the 
Young  Communist  League,  begs  for  "a 
U.S.  foreign  policy  based  upon  social 
and  economic  justice,  not  military  and 
corporate  oppression.”  The  International 
ANSWER  coalition  created  by  the  Sta- 
linoid  Workers  World  Party  (WWP) 
demands  in  a similar  vein  (of  George  W. 
Bush,  no  less),  “money  for  jobs  and  edu- 
cation not  war!”  The  WWP  and  ISO 
occasionally  mention  the  Democrats’ 
support  for  the  war  machine,  but  they 
relegate  that  to  the  small  print  while  their 
headlines  scream  about  Bush's  war. 

While  the  level  of  social  struggle  in 
the  U.S.  is  currently  far  lower  than  in 
West  Europe,  even  amid  the  intense 
chauvinist  hysteria  following  September 
1 1 there  were  a number  of  strikes  around 
the  country.  And  once  the  U.S. -backed 
Afghan  warlords  of  the  Northern  Alli- 
ance took  Kabul,  the  Enron  scandal  dis- 
placed the  “war  on  terrorism”  as  the  top 
news  story.  Contributing  to  the  American 
public’s  fascination  with  the  evildoings 
of  Kenneth  Lay  and  his  fellow  corporate 
con  men  are  the  hardships  wrought  by  the 
economic  recession.  A public  opinion  sur- 
vey conducted  the  week  before  Bush’s 
State  of  the  Union  address  showed  that 
the  economy  had  now  become  the  num- 
ber one  concern.  One  of  those  surveyed, 
a retired  home-furnishings  salesman, 
explained:  “Everybody  was  waving  the 
flag  for  the  first  month  or  two.  But  if  you 


don't  have  insurance  and  you  can’t  get  to 
the  doctor,  the  war  is  pretty  far  away" 
{New  York  Times,  27  January). 

The  key  to  unlocking  labor  struggle 
in  this  country  lies  in  breaking  the  class- 
collaborationist  “national  unity”  pushed 
by  the  bourgeoisie  and  its  labor  lieuten- 
ants in  the  AFL-CIO  bureaucracy.  And  that 
means,  first  and  foremost,  breaking  the 
chains  forged  by  the  labor  tops  and  the 
black  politicians  and  preachers  that  bind 
the  proletariat  and  the  ghetto  masses  to 
the  “lesser  evil”  Democratic  Parly  of 
American  imperialism.  If  there  is  to  be 
an  end  to  Imperialist  war,  to  racist  oppres- 
sion and  all-sided,  grinding  misery,  the 
multiracial  U.S.  working  class  must  be 
won,  through  Marxist  education  and 
its  own  experience  in  struggle,  to  the 
fight  for  a revolutionary  workers  party 
That  is  our  perspective,  and  on  its  out- 
come hinges  the  fate  of  the  whole  world 
As  we  wrote  in  the  ICL  Declaration  of 
Principles: 

‘The  road  forward  for  all  of  humanity  is 
for  the  presently  small  forces  adhering  to 
the  revolutionary  program  of  Lenin  and 
Trotsky  to  forge  parties  with  the  expen- 
ence,  willpower  and  authority  among  the 
masses  to  lead  successful  proletarian  rev- 
olutions. Yet  as  we  seek  to  bring  this  pro- 
gram to  bear  among  the  world’s  workers 
and  oppressed,  we  must  recognize  that 
the  possession  of  the  technology  of 
nuclear  holocaust  by  an  irrational  impen- 
alist  ruling  class  foreshortens  the  pos- 
sibilities: we  don’t  have  a lot  of  time.’’* 


Immigrants... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

an  average  of  six  months. 

In  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area,  where 
close  to  three-fourths  of  screeners  are 
Filipino  immigrants,  nearly  a thousand 
are  threatened  with  firing.  Filipinos  have 
long  seethed  under  the  indignities  result- 
ing from  their  country’s  brutal,  decades- 
long  colonization  by  U.S.  imperialism, 
and  U.S,  forces  are  once  more  in  action 
there.  Filipino  veterans  who  fought  for 
their  colonial  masters  in  World  War  II 
were  even  denied  equal  benefits.  Now 
Filipino  screeners  are  outraged  to  be  told 
they  will  be  fired  based  solely  on  their 
citizenship. 

Union  organizing  campaigns  have 
recently  recruited  screeners  along  with 
food  service  workers,  baggage  handlers 
and  others  at  the  three  major  Bay  Area 
airports  (San  Francisco.  Oakland  and  San 
Jose).  One  of  the  key  arguments  in  a law- 
suit challenging  the  new  legislation 
launched  by  the  ACLU  and  the  Service 
Employees  International  Union,  which 
has  organized  screeners  in  the  Bay  Area 
and  Los  Angeles,  is  that  citizenship  is  not 
required  to  serve  in  the  capitalist  armed 
forces.  “If  I get  fired  because  of  this  new 
law.  1 could  enroll  in  the  National  Guard 
and  be  back  in  the  airport  two  weeks  later, 
standing  behind  the  screeners  holding  a 
rifle.”  said  one  screener  quoted  in  a Jan- 
uary 17  ACLU  press  release. 

This  graphically  illustrates  that  screen- 
ers are  an  auxiliary  of  the  armed  forces 
of  the  capitalist  state,  albeit  on  the  bot- 
tom rung.  The  screeners’ job  is  to  defend 
the  airlines’  property,  identifying  “suspi- 
cious” passengers  and  turning  them  over 
to  the  armed  agents  of  the  capitalist 
state — cops.  National  Guardsmen,  etc. 
As  Marxists,  we  understand  that  the  stale 
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is  not  neutral  but  an  organization  for 
maintaining  the  class  rule  of  the  capital- 
ists and  defending  their  private  property. 
At  its  core  are  special  bodies  of  armed 
men — the  army,  cops  and  prison  guards, 
supplemented  by  private  security  guards 
and  strikebreaking  outfits  like  the  Pinker- 
tons— whose  purpose  is  to  violently  re- 
press the  working  class. 

Therefore,  while  we  support  union 
campaigns  to  organize  food  service  work- 
ers. cabin  cleaners,  baggage  handlers  and 
ramp  workers,  we  oppose  union  organiz- 
ing of  screeners  and  security  guards, 
just  as  we  have  fought  against  organizing 
cops  and  prison  guards  into  unions  such 
as  the  SEIU,  Teamsters  and  AFSCME. 
Unions  cannot  defend  workers  if  they 
have  in  their  ranks  those  whose  job  is  to 
serve  the  strikebreaking  forces  of  the  cap- 
italist state.  At  the  same  time,  we  oppose 
making  citizenship  a requirement  of 
employment  for  anyone. 

Class  Struggle  vs. 

Class  Collaboration 

The  labor  bureaucracy  puts  forward 
not  the  mobilization  of  union  power  in 
defense  of  immigrant  rights  but  an  appeal 
to  the  bosses  and  the  Democratic  Party 
“friends  of  labor”  to  reverse  the  Secu- 
rity Act  in  the  name  of  better  airport  secu- 
rity. Thus  they  seek  to  make  themselves 
an  organic  part  of  the  “war  on  terrorism.” 
pleading  with  the  capitalists  to  mod- 
erate their  attacks  on  workers.  An  arti- 
cle in  SEIU  Local  790’s  United  Worker 
(November-December  2001)  called  for 
“stringent  background  checks”  on  all 
screeners  before  they  are  hired  and 
declared:  “The  government  should  im- 
pose strict  airport  oversight  but  recognize 
that  legal  immigrants  are  just  capable 
working  as  screeners  as  they  have  been 
serving  in  the  U.S.  Armed  Forces.” 

This  class-collaborationist  program 


dominated  rally/press  conferences  at  the 
three  Bay  Area  airports  on  February  19, 
organized  by  the  SEIU  and  other  groups, 
such  as  Filipinos  for  Affirmative  Action 
and  the  Filipino  Workers  Association,  to 
protest  the  new  law  under  the  slogan: 
“Justice  for  Immigrant  Airport  Workers, 
Safety  for  Passengers!"  At  these  events, 
the  bureaucrats  were  aided  and  abetted 
by  fake-left  reformists.  The  International 
Socialist  Organization  (ISO)  acted  as  fool 
soldiers  for  the  labor  tops,  carrying  the 
same  placards  and  circulating  an  SEIU 
Local  790  petition  which  appeals  to  the 
bosses’  “federal,  stale  and  local  govern- 
ments and  courts  to  stop  implementation 
of  this  law.” 

An  article  in  the  ISO’s  Socialist  Worker 
(4  January)  posted  on  the  Web  even 
embraced  the  Aviation  and  Transporta- 
tion Security  Act.  but  for  the  citizens-only 
provision,  as  a great  gain,  declaring  it 
“will  nationalize  airport  screening,  creat- 
ing 28,000  new  federal  jobs  with  annual 
salaries  of  up  to  $35,000  plus  benefits. 
But  because  of  the  anti-immigrant  hys- 
teria whipped  up  by  Congress  and  the 
Bush  administration,  you'll  have  to  be 
a U.S.  citizen  to  get  one.”  In  1996,  the 
ISO’s  Canadian  co-thinkers  championed  a 
"work  action”  by  Toronto  prison  guards, 
while  the  ISO  itself  supported  a “strike” 
by  New  York  City  security  guards.  One 
month  earlier,  those  security  guards  had 
acted  as  strikebreakers  during  an  SEIU 
building  maintenance  workers  strike  (see 
“ISO:  Looking  for  a Few  Good  Cops.” 
WPNo.  664,  21  March  1997). 

The  power  of  the  working  class  can 
only  be  mobilized  in  complete  independ- 
ence  from  the  capitalist  class,  its  stale  and 
parties.  This  understanding  was  key  to 
mobilizing  organized  labor  in  defense  of 
immigrants  in  Oakland  on  February  9,  a 
united-front  rally  initiated  by  the  Bay 
Area  Labor  Black  League  for  Social 


Defense  and  the  Partisan  Defense  Com- 
mittee— which  the  ISO  flatly  refused  to 
endorse  or  participate  in.  As  the  Sparta- 
cist  League  speaker  at  the  rally  declared. 

“It  is  not  the  job  of  the  workers  to  enforce 
the  laws,  ’security’  or  otherwise,  that  will 
be  used  against  them.”  While  the  capital- 
ist rulers  push  “national  unity”  in  order  to 
divide  the  working  class  along  national, 
ethnic  and  racial  lines,  the  aim  of  this 
mobilization  was  to  break  through  the  lie  ♦ 
that  workers  and  their  exploiters  have  a 
common  interest  and  to  pose  united,  mul- 
tiracial class  struggle.  The  interests  of 
workers,  immigrants  and  black  people 
will  either  go  forward  together  or  fall 
back  separately. 

This  rally  represented  on  a small  scale  | 
what’s  needed:  a revolutionary  workers  * 
party  that  acts  as  a "tribune  of  the  peo- 
ple” to  defend  all  the  oppressed,  which  is 
possible  only  with  the  understanding  that  T 
we  need  to  do  away  with  the  entire  sys-  / 
tern  of  capitalist  wage  slavery.  The  trade-  w 
union  bureaucracy  acts  instead  to  subor-  | 
dinaie  the  workers  to  an  alliance  with  the 
Democratic  Party  wing  of  the  capitalist  ! 
class  enemy  and  promotes  the  interests  ~ 
of  America’s  imperialist  rulers  abroad.  , 

Those  who  look  to  pressure  the  capital- 
ist government  can’t  mobilize  workers  to 
defend  immigrants  against  stale  repres- 
sion because  they  regard  the  “security”  of 
that  state  as  a legitimate  interest.  A revo- 
lutionary workers  party,  embodying  in  its  I 
program  and  actions  the  highest  interests  • 
of  the  international  working  class  as  a 
whole,  must  be  forged  through  a political  i 
struggle  against  the  unions’  pro-capitalist  | 
misleadership.  Only  such  a parly  will 
enable  the  working  class  to  transform  j 
defensive  struggles  into  a victorious  fight  i_ 
to  sweep  away  the  capitalist  state  and  I 
build  a workers  state  capable  of  creating  f 
a .society  free  from  racism,  exploitation  j 
and  war.  ■ ^ 

WORKERS  VANGUARD  f - 


Red  Army... 

(continued  from  page  2) 

The  Afghans  are  our  neighbors.  Where 
ihere  is  poverty  and  backwardness  it  is 
our  duly  to  help.” 

But  for  Schrelber,  it  was  Ayatollah 
Khomeini’s  Iran  that  was  a beacon  of  lib- 
eration at  the  lime  and  the  real  target  of 
the  U.S.;  ‘i  would  suggest  that  an  even 
stronger  concern  of  the  U.S.  administra- 
tion w-as  that  mass  revolutionary  senti- 
ment in  Iran  (which  had  already  been  par- 
tially diverted  by  the  Islamic  clergy) 
might  spread  to  other  countries  in  the 
region,  providing  a severe  threat  to  capi- 
talist interests.”  Far  from  it.  In  fact,  the 
U.S.  rulers  openly  appealed  to  the  Kho- 
meini regime — in  Brzezinski’s  words,  to 
"every  sober-headed  Iranian,  even  the 
most  anti-American  ones” — to  join  in 
the  "holy  war”  against  "godless  commu- 
nism” in  Afghanistan.  The  February  1979 
■‘Iranian  Revolution”  that  brought  the 
Islamic  clergy  to  power  was  carried  out 
under  the  battle  cry  "Death  or  the  veil!” 
And  once  in  power,  the  mullahs  staged 
a bloody  rampage  against  the  Iranian 
leftists  who  had  criminally  supported 
that  “revolution.”  Second  to  none  among 
those  leftists  internationally  who  cheered 
Khomeini  on  was  Socialist  Action’s  fore- 
bear. the  American  Socialist  Workers  Parly. 

Schreiber  asserts  that  we  "liken  the 
Soviet  forces  in  the  1980s  to  the  Bolshe- 
vik Red  Army  of  the  1920s.”  As  we  wrote 
in  1980:  "We  recognize  that  the  Red 
Army  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky  is  separated 


Bolshevik 
Revolution  led 
to  enormous 
advances  for 
women  of 
traditionally 
Muslim  East. 
Left:  Women  in 
Soviet  Central 
Asia  learning 
to  read,  1924. 
University 
students  in 
Soviet  Kalmyk 
republic  in 
early  '80s. 


from  the  Red  Army  of  Brezhnev  by  a 
bureaucratic  counterrevolution  under  Sta- 
lin. Only  a proletarian  political  revolution 
in  the  USSR  can  truly  restore  the  Red 
Army  and  the  Soviet  stale  to  their  inter- 
nationalist and  revolutionary  mi.ssion” 
("The  Bolsheviks  and  the  ‘Export  of  Rev- 
olution’.” Spartacist  [English-language 
edition]  No.  29,  Summer  I980).  Com- 
manded by  a parasitic  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy which  had  usurped  political  power 
from  the  Soviet  workers,  the  Soviet  Army 
was  also  deployed  for  reactionary  pur- 
poses. such  as  the  suppression  of  the  1956 
Hungarian  workers  political  revolution. 
But  in  Schreiber’s  eyes  the  Soviet  Army 
under  Stalinist  command  could  only  be  a 


reactionary  force.  This  view  mandates  a 
defeatist  position  toward  the  Soviet  Army 
in  any  conflict.  Thus  Schreiber  denies  the 
class  basis  for  unconditional  military  de- 
fense: the  collectivized  property  forms  on 
which  the  Soviet  workers  state  was  based. 

Schreiber  sneers  at  our  “boasting”  that 
we  stood  on  the  red  side  in  Afghanistan. 
But  the  fact  that  other  self-proclaimed 
"Marxists"  found  themselves  in  the  camp 
of  imperialist-inspired  counterrevolution 
provides  a measure  of  the  falseness  of  any 
claims  they  might  make  to  offer  leader- 
ship to  the  proletariat’s  struggle  for  the 
liberation  of  humanity.  As  a former  mem- 
ber of  Socialist  Action’s  youth  group,  the 
Young  Socialist  Alliance,  at  UCLA  wrote 


in  her  membership  application  to  the  Los 
Angele.s  Spartacus  Youth  Club,  quoting 
Leon  Trotsky’s  In  Defense  of  Marxism: 
"It  is  the  duty  of  revolutionists  to  defend 
every  conquest  of  the  working  class  even 
though  it  may  be  distorted  by  the  pressure 
of  hostile  forces.  Those  who  cannot 
defend  old  positions  will  never  conquer 
new  ones.”  She  continued.  "Furthermore, 
if  you  are  not  actively  defending  the 
gains  of  the  past,  you  are  supporting 
defeats  of  the  working  class  in  the  future. 
Such  was  the  realization  I had  to  make, 
that  my  problems  with  the  YSA  were  not 
just  a difference  of  opinion  or  ’ideas'  but 
the  difference  between  revolution  and 
counterrevolution.”! 


NYC  Transit... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

hour.  They  can  be  thrown  off  the  welfare 
rolls  completely  if  they  even  miss  a sin- 
gle day  of  work  to  care  for  a sick  child. 

The  36.000-slrong  TWU  Local  100  is 
potentially  one  of  the  most  powerful 
unions  in  the  country,  with  the  ability  to 
shut  down  New  York  City  and  bring  the 
financial  capital  of  America  to  a grinding 
hall.  A small  taste  of  this  power  was  seen 
earlier  this  month  at  the  East  New  York 
TA  facility,  where  just  the  threat  of  a 
walkout  was  enough  to  win  back  the  jobs 
of  four  bus  maintainers  who  had  been  dis- 
ciplined by  management  for  not  working 
fast  enough.  With  a heavily  black  and 
immigrant  membership.  Local  100  is  in  a 
strategic  position  not  only  to  fight  for  its 
own  members  but  to  lead  all  the  city  labor 
unions  and  the  millions  of  unorganized 
working  people  and  minorities  who  are 
hit  the  hardest  by  the  widening  recession 
and  axing  of  social  services. 

But  a direct  obstacle  to  wielding 
this  enormous  social  power  is  the  pro- 
capitalist  union  bureaucracy,  which 
"demands”  only  what  is  acceptable  to  the 
racist  ruling  class.  Even  to  defend  the 
most  basic  right  of  the  working  class — 
the  right  to  a job  at  decent  pay — leads 
directly  to  challenging  the  capitalist  profit 
system.  As  revolutionary  leader  Leon 
Trotsky  wrote  in  the  Transitional  Program 
(1938)  during  the  devastation  of  the  Great 
Depression:  "The  question  is  one  of  life  or 
death  of  the  only  creative  and  progressive 
class,  and  by  that  token,  of  the  future  of 
mankind.  If  capitalism  is  incapable  of  sat- 
isfying the  demands  inevitably  arising 
from  the  calamities  generated  by  itself, 
then  let  it  perish.” 

We  oppose  the  destruction  of  welfare 
and  other  social  programs  benefiting  the 
working  class  and  poor.  But  our  goal  as 
Marxists  is  not  simply  to  defend  pro- 
grams that  were  designed  to  sustain  the 
unemployed  in  permanent  poverty.  Ours 
is  the  fight  for  proletarian  revolution  and 
the  establishment  of  an  egalitarian  social- 
ist economy  where  everyone  will  have  a 
place  in  social  and  economic  life. 

Labor  Tops:  Overseers  of 
"Workfare”  Slavery 

The  capitalist  rulers  have  not  only 
deployed  desperately  impoverished  wel- 
fare recipients  as  a source  of  cheap  labor. 


but  in  a modern-day  version  of  the  chain 
gang  they  are  also  bringing  in  prisoners 
on  "work  release”  programs.  The  use  of 
prisoners  as  a wedge  against  the  unions 
has  been  seen  in  the  Chicago  transit  sys- 
tem, where  Amalgamated  Transit  Union 
officials  agreed  to  having  convicts  on 
misdemeanor  charges  do  "community 
service”  clean-up  work — under  the  watch 
of  armed  sheriff’s  deputies — first  at  bus 
turn-arounds  and  later  at  terminals  and 
repair  shops. 

In  our  1996  article,  we  warned  that  the 
effect  of  "workfare”  would  be  "to  pit  the 
union  against  predominantly  black  and 
Hispanic  welfare  recipients.  This  would 
inflame  racist  reaction,  which  the  capital- 
ist rulers  have  long  used  to  divide  the 
working  class  in  order  to  drive  down 
wages  and  increase  the  rate  of  exploi- 
tation of  all  workers.”  In  the  Parks 
Department.  Theresa  Caldwell-Benjamin. 
a black  woman,  was  terrorized  on  the  first 
day  of  her  WEP  assignment  when  a racist 
caricature  and  a noose  were  hung  up  in 
her  workplace.  When  she  complained,  her 
supervisor  refused  to  have  this  filth 
removed.  The  unions  must  fight  every 
manifestation  of  racism  and  bigotry! 

Far  from  fighting  against  the  bosses’ 
divide-and-ruje  schemes,  the  TWU  tops 
agreed  in  the  1996  contract  to  a provi- 
sion barring  WEP  laborers  from  "co- 
mingling"  with  regular  TA  workers. 
Forced  to  work  in  separate  areas  from 
unionized  cleaners  and  barred  from  crew 
rooms,  WEP  cleaners  are  made  to  wear 
green  vests  so  they  won’t  be  mistaken 
for  TWU  cleaners,  who  wear  orange 
Ones.  The  1996  contract  also  called  for 
promoting  150  union  members  to  "lead 
cleaner”  positions  in  which  they  act  as 
straw  bosses  supervising  WEP  crews. 

Before  taking  over  the  Local  100  lead- 
ership. New  Directions,  which  occa- 
sionally likes  to  posture  as  "militants.” 
produced  a flyer  stating  "We  demand 
Union  wages  with  Union  rights  for 
WEPs.”  But  what  kind  of  "fight”  did  ND 
wage?  ND  called  for  a provision  in 
the  1999  contract  not  to  organize  "work- 
fare”  laborers  as  union  brothers  and  sis- 
ters but  to  exclude  them  from  the  TA 
workforce.  Now  in  power,  the  Toussaint 
regime  has  done  nothing  to  organize  the 
WEP  crews  but  instead  is  in  the  position 
of  having  to  oversee  the  bosses’  union- 
busting  program. 

Toussaint  & Co.  are  against  mobiliz- 
ing the  membership  in  struggle — the 


only  way  to  win.  Instead,  they  beg  capi- 
talist politicians  for  concessions  in 
exchange  for  their  services  in  lining  up 
the  membership  behind  the  capitalists’ 
war  drive,  repression  and  austerity.  Mak- 
ing clear  where  their  allegiance  lies,  the 
Local  100  tops  hosted  Democratic  Sena- 
tor Hillary  Clinton  at  a mass  union  mem- 
bership meeting  in  December.  When 
Giuliani  and  Democratic  state  attorney 
general  Eliot  Spitzer  hit  transit  workers 
with  anti-strike  injunctions  in  the  1999 
contract  fight,  Clinton  hailed  New  York 
Stale’s  Taylor  Law  banning  public  work- 
ers strikes.  At  the  December  meeting, 
when  a union  member  held  up  a sign 
reminding  workers  that  "Hillary  Sup- 
ported Injunctions  Against  Us  in  1999,” 
Local  100  officers  quickly  dispatched  a 
goon  squad  to  stop  the  "disruption.”  And 
now.  following  the  victimizations  at  East 
New  York,  Local  100  has  issued  a leaflet 
criticizing  management  for  violating  the 
anti-strike  Taylor  Law  I 
Class  collaboration  is  nothing  new  for 
the  fake  militants  who  formed  New 
Directions,  which  repeatedly  dragged  the 
union  into  the  capitalist  courts  to  settle 
disputes  with  the  former  James  leader- 


ship that  should  have  remained  internal 
affairs  to  be  settled  by  the  membership. 
Labor  must  clean  its  own  house!  The 
precondition  for  any  real  struggle  against 
the  bosses  is  the  complete  independence 
of  the  labor  movement  from  the  capitalist 
state.  The  union  tops  can’t  and  won’t 
wage  a fight  for  the  membership  when 
they  ipvite  the  class  enemy  into  the 
house  of  labor,  whether  it’s  the  courts  or 
the  Democratic  Party  politicians  whose 
role,  along  with  the  Republicans,  is  to 
enforce  the  rule  of  the  racist  capitalist 
class. 

Every  transit  worker,  every  city,  worker 
has  a slake  in  the  fight  to  organize  WEP 
laborers,  linking  the  unions  to  the  defense 
of  the  black  and  Hispanic  inner-city 
masses  and  of  immigrants  caught  in  the 
cross  hairs  of  the  capitalists’  "national 
unity”  drive.  The  bosses  would  like  to 
impose  on  all  workers  the  same  degree  of 
brutal  exploitation  and  humiliation  that 
those  forced  into  WEP  endure.  We  need 
a revolutionary  workers  party  that  leads 
all  the  exploited  and  oppressed  in  a strug- 
gle to  overthrow  this  capitalist  system 
of  exploitation,  racism  and  repression. 
Those  who  labor  must  rule!! 


SPARTACIST  LEAGUE/U.S. 


Local  Directory  and  Public  Offices 

Web  site;  www.icl-fi.org  • E-mail  address:  vanguard@tiac.net 


National  Office 

Box  1377  GPO. 

New  York,  NY  10116 
(212)  732-7860 

Boston 

Box  390640,  Central  Sta. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  666-9453 

Chicago 

Box  6441,  Mam  PO 
Chicago.  IL  60660 
(312)  563-0441 
Public  Office: 

Sat.  2-5  p.m. 

222  S.  Morgan  (Buzzer  23) 


Los  Angeles 

Box  29574,  Los  Feliz  Sta. 

Los  Angeles.  CA  90029 
(213)  380-8239 
Public  Office: 

Sal.  2-5  p.m. 

3806  Beverly  Blvd..  Room  215 

New  York 

Box  3381.  Church  St.  Sta. 
New  York.  NY  10008 
(212)  267-1025 
Public  Office: 

Tues,  6:30-8:30  p.m. 
and  Sal.  -1-5  p.m. 

299  Broadway.  Suite  318 


Oakland 

Box  29497 
Oakland.  CA  94604 
(510)  839-0851 
Public  Office: 

Sal.  1-5  p.m. 

1634  Telegraph.  3rd  Floor 

San  Francisco 

Box  77494 

San  Francisco.  CA  94107 
(415)  395-9520 
Public  Office: 

Tues.  6-8  p.m, 

564  Market  Street 
Suite  718 


TROTSKYIST  LEAGUE  OF  CANADA/LIGUE  TROTSKYSTE  DU  CANADA 

Toronto 

Vancouver 

Box  7198.  Station  A 

Box  2717,  Mam  PO. 

Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X8 

Vancouver.  BC  V6B  3X2 

(416)  593-4138 

(604)  687-0353 
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WORKiltS  VAHC9ARD 


Full  Citizenship  Rights  for  All  Immigrantslli 


Down  With  Anti-Immigrant 
Puree  of  Airport  Workers! 


Cops,  Security  Guards,  Screeners  Out  of  the  Unions! 


22  MARCH  2002 


Pick  Egan/Sali  Lake  Tribune 

Salt  Lake  City,  January  26:  Demonstrators  outside  Utah  state  capitol  call  for 
unionizing  Immigrant  workers  after  hundreds  of  undocumented  immigrants  were 
fired  during  Olympic  "security”  hysteria. 


integral  and  increasingly  imporuni 
part  of  this  country’s  multiracial  and 
multiethnic  working  class,  and  a pre- 
cious link  to  workers  in  other  coun- 
tries. Anyone  who  has  made  it  to  this 
country  should  have  the  same  rights 
as  those  born  here.  The  labor  move- 
ment must  take  up  the  fight  iox  full 
citizenship  rights  for  all  immigrants! 

Mobilizing  labor’s  social  power 
in  defense  of  all  immigrants  is  not 
only  a matter  of  urgent  self-defense 
of  the  entire  working  class.  By  wield- 
ing their  immense  social  power  as  ' 
the  producers  of  wealth  in  this  soci- 
eiy  in  defense  of  all  those  ground  1 
down  under  the  capitalist  heel,  the  I 
organized  workers  can  place  them-  * 
selves  at  the  head  of  all  the  oppressed  « 
in  a struggle  to  sweep  away  the  com- 
mon class  enemy  and  reorganize  soci- 
ety on  a socialist,  egalitarian  basis; 
Those  who  labor  must  rule!  Down 
with  the  anti-immigrant  witchhunt! 


No  Discrimination — 

Defend  Immigrant 
Airport  Screeners! 

Alongside  the  airport  raids,  in 
December  the  Federal  Aviation  Adminis- 
tration mandated  criminal  background 
checks  by  the  FBI.  INS  and  other  federal 
agencies  for  current  and  prospective 
employees  requiring  access  to  a "secure 
area.’’  This  device  to  weed  out  immi- 
grants. blacks  and  union  activists  conies 
on  the  heels  of  the  Aviation  and  Trans- 
portation Security  Act,  signed  into  law 
the  previous  month,  which  “federalizes" 
airport  security.  The  law’s  stipulation 
that  airport  security  screeners  have  to  be 
U.S.  citizens  is  an  open  attack  on  basic 
democratic  rights,  threatening  mass  fir- 
ings of  thousands  of  immigrants  from  the 
Philippines,  Latin  America,  South  Asia, 
Africa  and  elsewhere. 

This  provision  aims  to  extend  to 
“legal’’  immigrants  the  kind  of  repression, 
like  calling  in  the  INS.  already  routinely 
used  against  the  undocumented.  Such 
discriminatory  measures  against  non- 
citizens are  of  a piece  with — and  rein- 
force— the  all-sided  oppression  of  black 
people  which  is  built  into  this  socieiy 
from  the  bottom  up.  Not  least,  the  back- 
ground checks  will  have  an  immediate 
impact  on  the  many  black  workers  who  ai 
some  point  in  (heir  lives  were  ensnared  in 
the  “war  on  drugs.”  which  is  in  reality  a 
war  on  the  ghetto  masses. 

Big  airport  subcontractors  like  Argen- 
bright.  Global,  International  Total  Ser- 
vices and  Haynes  compete  for  lowest- 
bidder  contracts  to  provide  security  and  a 
range  of  other  airport  services.  Just  as 
black  people  are  often  compelled  to  take 
low-paying  jobs  as  security  guards,  immi- 
grants are  often  the  only  ones  desperate 
enough  to  take  jobs  as  screeners.  which 
offer  low  pay  and  no  benefits.  With  wages 
averaging  little  more  than  $6  an  hour 
nationally,  turnover  is  predictably  high, 
with  airport  screeners  staying  on  the  job 
continued  on  page 


The  domestic  “war  on  terrorism" 
is  a war  against  the  working  class. 
This  reality  is  being  driven  home  by 
a nationwide  campaign  of  attacks  on 
immigrant  workers,  coordinated  by 
the  Justice  Department  and  the 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Ser- 
vice (INS).  As  the  chauvinist  specta- 
cle of  the  Winter  Olympics  was  made 
a showcase  of  "security”  repression, 
on  December  1 1 hundreds  of  federal 
agents  and  state  and  local  police 
swarmed  through  Salt  Lake  City. 
They  rounded  up  27 1 workers, 
mostly  Latinos,  jailing  69  who  had 
worked  in  "secured"  areas  and  get- 
ting all  of  them  fired  for  the  “crime" 
of  being  undocumented.  "This  has 
been  an  injustice  of  Olympic  propor- 
tions." declared  Mark  Alvarez,  an 
attorney  defending  some  of  the 
workers. 

Coming  amid  a deepening  reces- 
sion and  the  capitalists’  declining 
demand  for  labor,  the  raid  sought  to 
terrorize  the  entire  Latino  immigrant 
population  in  the  area.  In  its  wake. 
Latino  workers  in  other  industries 
have  also  faced  victimization  and  fir- 
ing. In'  a statement  of  solidarity  to  the 
February  9 labor-centered  immigrant 
defense  rally  in  Oakland.  California. 
Alvarez  said:  “It  is  wrong  for  the  govern- 
ment to  givg  a wink  and  a nod  to  workers 
when  they  are  needed  only  to  give  those 
same  workers  a smirk  and  a kick  when 
labor  is  not  in  such  high  demand.” 

The  Salt  Lake  City  raid  was  part  of  a 
federal  campaign  known  variously  as 
“Operation  Tarmac"  and  “Operation  Safe 
Travel.”  Among  the  raids  carried  out  at 
other  airports  across  the  country:  29  Mex- 
ican dishwashers  and  janitors  arrested 
and  deported  in  Denver  on  September  19; 
30  detained  in  Portland,  Oregon  in  late 
December;  20  arrested  at  Seattle’s  Sea- 
Tac  Airport  in  mid-January;  27  charged 
and  19  arrested,  mostly  Latinos,  in  Las 
Vegas;  20  seized  at  Boston’s  Logan  Air- 


port on  February  27.  Similar  operations 
are  being  prepared  in  Los  Angeles  and 
San  Diego.  We  call  upon  workers  and 
defenders  of  minority  rights  and  the  dem- 
ocratic rights  of  all  to  demand:  Drop  the 
charges  against  the  airport  workers!  No 
deportations! 

In  Salt  Lake  City,  the  government  ini- 
tially imposed  a $5,000  cash-only  bail 
bond,  an  amount  many  of  those  arrested 
could  not  possibly  raise.  Both  parents  of 
young  children  were  often  imprisoned  at 
the  same  time.  Furthermore,  many  airport 
companies  refused  to  give  the  families  of 
jailed  workers  the.  back  pay  owed  them. 

The  heavily  working-class  Latino  com- 
munity, roughly  20  percent  of  the  city’s 
population,  responded  with  a strong  sense 
of  solidarity.  Thanks  in  good  part  to  their 
generous  financial  support,  almost  all  of 


the  workers  have  since  been  released  on 
bail.  A series  of  defense  rallies  has  been 
held  in  the  downtown  area.  Some  workers 
have  pleaded  guilty  and  face  deportation; 
23  have  been  faced  with  trial,  while  oth- 
ers are  still  being  sought  by  police.  The 
202  other  workers  fired,  while  not  now 
facing  prosecution,  are  condemned  to 
desperate  economic  straits  with  almost  no 
chance  of  getting  another  job.  We  demand 
the  immediate  release  of  the  imprisoned 
airport  workers.  We  demand  as  well  the 
release  of  all  the  prisoners,  primarily  of 
Near  Eastern  and  South  Asian  origin,  who 
have  been  swept  up  in  the  government’s 
anti-immigrant  witchhunt! 

However,  Latino  and  other  immigrant 
workers,  including  “illegals."  are  not  sim- 
ply defenseless  victims  of  the  capitalist 
exploiters  and  their  state.  They  are  an 


Airport  "antMerror" 
crackdown.  ISO, 
shown  addressing 
February  19 
Oakland  rally,  halls 
union  organizing  of 
screeners  who 
serve  as  auxiliaries 
of  capitalist  state. 
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No.  778 5 April  2002 


No  U.S./UN/EU  Intervention  in  the  Near  East! 

U.S.  Hands  Off  Iraq! 


Defend  the  Palestinian  People! 

All  Israeli  Troops,  Settlers 
Out  of  the  Occupied  Territories! 


AP 

Left:  Israeli  army  assault  on  Palestinian  Authority  headquarters  in  Ramallah,  March  29.  Palestinian  men  rounded  up  in  West  Bank  as  Zionists 
reoccupy  Palestinian  ghettos. 


APRIL  I — Following  an  Arab  League 
meeting  that  refused  to  endorse  U.S. 
plans  for  an  attack  on  Iraq.  Washington 
dispensed  with  its  recent  pretense  of 
"even-handedness”  toward  the  Palestin- 
ians. tacitly  approving  Israeli  prime  min- 
ister Ariel  Sharon’s  invasion  of  one  West 
Bank  town  after  another.  In  Ramallah. 
home  to  200,000  Palestinians  and  unoffi- 
cial headquarters  of  Yasir  Arafat’s  Pales- 
tinian Authority  (PA),  whole  areas  have 
been  reduced  to  rubble.  700  people 
arrested  and  dozens  killed,  at  least  five 
apparently  executed  "with  a single  coup 
de  grace  administered  to  the  head  or 
throat"  (London  Observer,  31  March).  As 
Israel  further  tightens  the  noose  around 
Arafat,  now  imprisoned  in  his  darkened 
office  with  little  more  than  a handful  of 
supporters  and  a dying  cellphone.  Bush 
cynically  chastises  him  for  not  doing 
enough  to  stop  Palestinian  terrorism! 
Now,  Sharon  has  issued  an  open  declara- 
tion of  war  against  the  Palestinian  people. 

Coming  from  the  butcher  of  Sabra  and 
Shatila.  the  Lebanese  refugee  camps 
where  over  2,000  men.  women  and  chil- 
dren were  methodically  slaughtered  in 
1982.  Sharon’s  statement  is  truly  chill- 
ing. Israeli  defense  minister  Binyamin 
Ben-Eliezer.  a leading  spokesman  ot  the 
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supposedly  "dovish”  Labor  Party,  warns 
that  the  only  alternative  to  a "settlement” 
(i.e.,  complete  submission  by  the  Pales- 
tinians) is  total  re-occupation  of  the  West 
Bank  and  Gaza.  This  would  entail  a 
bloodbath  unprecedented  even  by  the 
very  bloody  standards  of  Zionist  repres- 
sion during  the  18-month-long  Al-Aqsa 
Intifada,  which  has  already  seen  over 
l.lOO  Palestinians  killed.  Punctuating 
such  warnings  is  the  report  in  the  Israeli 
press  that  a General  Staff  commander 
"said  lately  that  the  army  could  learn 
from  the  way  the  German  troops  oper- 
ated in  the  Warsaw  Ghetto”  {Ha'aretz, 
1 April)! 

The  Zionist  rulers  certainly  have 
"learned”  from  the  Hitlerite  extermina- 
tors of  the  Jewish  people  in  Europe.  The 
Nazi-like  mentality  of  Sharon  & (2o.  is  of 
a piece  with  their  genocidal  aims — to  lord 
it  over  a "Greater  Israel,”  if  necessary, 
through  the  forcible  expulsion  or  slaugh- 
ter of  the  Palestinian  Arabs.  Mirroring 
this  chauvinist  outlook  are  the  petty- 
bourgeois  Palestinian  nationalists  and  Is- 
lamic reactionaries  who  do  not  limit  their 
attacks  to  the  Israeli  occupation  forces — 
the  military  and  their  armed  settler  auxil- 
iaries— but  also  carry  out  indiscriminate 
attacks  against  innocent  Israeli  civilians. 
Suicide  bombings  and  the  like  are  an 
expression  of  the  Palestinians'  powerless- 
ness and  desperation  in  the  face  of  the 
overwhelming  might  of  the  Zionist  garri- 
son state.  Nonetheless,  suicide  attacks  like 
Hamas’  bombing  on  Sunday  of  a Haifa 
restaurant  managed  by  an  Arab  family 
and  frequented  by  Jews  and  Arabs  exem- 


plified the  hostility  of  nationalism  and 
religious  fundamentalism  on  both  sides 
to  what  little  social  integration  currently 
exists  under  apartheid-style  Zionist  rule. 

As  we  stress  in  a 30  March  Sparta- 
cist  League/U.S.  statement  distributed  at 
demonstrations  that  day  in  Washington. 
D.C.  and  other  U.S.  cities,  the  only  road 
forward  for  the  Palestinian  Arab  people 
lies  through  the  internationalist  mobil- 
ization of  the  Near  Eastern  proletariat, 
Arab  and  Jewish  alike,  as  well  as  workers 
in  the  imperialist  countries.  Reformist 
groups  like  the  International  Socialist 
Organization  (ISO)  instead  look  to  the 
American  imperialists  to  "Stop  Funding 
Israeli  Terrorism.”  in  the  words  of  an 
ISO  sign  at  the  Los  Angeles  demonstra- 
tion. Who  is  the  ISO  appealing  to?  When 
it  comes  to  support  to  the  Zionist  regime. 
Democrats  like  New  York  Senators 
Charles  Schumer  and  Hillary  Clinton  are 
even  more  rabid  than  Bush,  while  Cali- 
fornia Senator  Dianne  Feinstein  is  co- 
sponsoring a bill  to  shut  down  the  PA’s 
office  in  Washington  and  to  seize  its 
assets. 

In  Europe,  fake-left  groups  like  the 
French  Ligue  Communisie  Revolution- 
naire  explicitly  call  on  the  European  Union 
(EU)  imperialists  or  the  United  Nations  to 
organize  a "peace  and  protection  force” 
or  to  impose  economic  sanctions  against 
Israel.  That  is  the  aim  of  the  civilian  "pro- 
tection force”  now  in  Ramallah  (headed 
by  French  ami-globalization  campaigner 
Josd  Bove),  though  those  participating 
are  undoubtedly  personally  courageous. 

Those  who  call  for  imperialist  military 


intervention  or  economic  sanctions  serve 
only  to  push  workers,  immigrants  and 
other  minorities  into  the  embrace  of  their 
class  enemy.  What  is  urgently  necessary 
is  international  protest  action  drawing  on 
the  power  of  the  proletariat,  from  the 
heavily  Arab  and  black  auto  workers 
in  the  Detroit  area  to  the  multiethnic 
industrial  working  class  of  France  with 
its  strategic  Maghrebin  (North  African) 
component,  to  demand:  Defend  the  Pal- 
estinian people!  All  Israeli  troops  and 
settlers  out  of  all  the  Occupied  Territo- 
ries now! 

It  is  a measure  of  desperation  in  the 
face  of  untrammeled  Zionist  terror  and 
the  evident  impotence  of  secular  nation- 
alists like  Arafat  that  Islamist  influence 
has  grown  among  the  Palestinian  people, 
historically  among  the  most  cosmopolitan 
in  the  Near  East.  Many  women  at  the 
March  30  protests  in  the  U.S.  and  Can- 
ada. as  well  as  at  a 9.000-strong  rally  in 
Berlin,  wore  the  hijah,  the  Islamic  head- 
scarf. Islamic  fundamentalists  like  Hamas 
are  deadly  enemies  not  only  of  the 
Hebrew-speaking  people  but  also  of  the 
Palestinian  working  masses.  Just  look  at 
Algeria,  where  Islamic  fundamentalists 
have  carried  out  a reign  of  terror  against 
trade  unionists,  secular  intellectuals  and 
unveiled  women.  The  goal  of  Hamas  is  to 
subject  women  to  the  enslavement  sym- 
bolized by  the  veil  and  purdah  (seclusion 
in  the  home)  and  to  otherwise  impose  a 
regime  of  religious  reaction  akin  to  Iran  or 
Afghanistan. 

Many  supporters  of  the  Palestinian 
continued  on  page  9 


Mass  Labor  Protest  in  Rome 


The  following  report  ww  written  for 
Workers  Vanguard  by  our  comrades  of 
the  Lega  Trotskista  d 'Italia,  section  of 
the  International  Communist  League. 

In  (he  largest  demonstration  in  Italy 
since  the  end  of  the  Second  World  War. 
some  3,000,000  people  took  to  the  streets 
of  Rome  on  March  23  to  protest  gov- 
ernment attacks  on  the  country's  trade 
unions.  Italy’s  largest  union  federation, 
the  Italian  General  Confederation  of 
Labor  (CGIL),  which  called  the  protest, 
helped  organize  over  9,000  buses.  61 
special  trains,  four  ships,  five  airplanes 
and  countless  cars. 

The  right-wing  government  of  media 
boss  Silvio  Berlusconi.  Italy’s  richest 
man.  is  seeking  to  overhaul  the  coun- 
try’s labor  laws,  particularly  going  after 
Article  18.  which  provides  workers 
some  protection  against  arbitrary  firings. 
Berlusconi  is  also  proposing  further  pen- 


sion cuts  and  threatening  to  privatize  the 
country’s  schools  and  health  care  system. 
At  (he  same  time,  an  ominous  racist  law 
has  been  proposed  by  Gianfranco  FinI  of 
the  Alleanza  Nazionale — currently  pri- 
marily an  electoral  vehicle  but  also  heir 
of  the  historic  party  of  Mussolini's  fas- 
cism— and  Umberto  Bossi  of  the  fascis- 
tic  Lega  Nord.  both  governmental  part- 
ners of  Berlusconi.  If  approved,  this  law 
will  make  it  impossible  for  immigrants 
without  a job  to  stay  in  Italy,  .speed 
up  deportations  and  severely  restrict 
family  reunifications.  Most  recently,  the 
government  issued  a decree  on  March 
28  giving  it  the  authority  to  fire  on  any 
ship  it  suspects  to  be  carrying  "illegal” 
immigrants. 

Against  these  fierce  attacks,  which  tar- 
get the  majority  of  the  population,  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  workers,  including 
a significant  sector  of  the  immigrant 


TROTSKY 


LENIN 


Marxism  and  Religion 

Friedrich  Engels,  in  his  J878  polemic 
Anli-Duhring,  traced  the  material  origins 
and  historical  development  of  religion  from 
early  human  societies  through  to  capitalist 
class  rule.  Engels  argues,  religion,  which 
serves  both  as  solace  for  the  miseries  pro- 
duced by  class  society  and  as  an  ideology 
justifying  class  domination,  will  disappear 
only  with  the  realization  of  a classless  com- 
munist society,  the  product  of  international 
proletarian  socialist  revolution. 

All  religion,  however,  is  nothing  but  the  fantastic  reflection  in  men’s  minds  of  those 
external  forces  which  control  their  daily  life,  a reflection  in  which  the  terrestrial  forces 
assume  the  form  of  supernatural  forces.  In  the  beginnings  of  history  it  was  the  forces  of 
nature  which  were  first  so  reflected  and  which  in  the  course  of  further  evolution  under- 
went the  most  manifold  and  varied  personifications  among  the  various  peoples....  But  it 
is  not  long  before,  side  by  side  with  the  forces  of  nature,  social  forces  begin  to  be 
active — forces  which  confront  man  as  equally  alien  and  at  first  equally  inexplicable, 
dominating  him  with  the  same  apparent  natural  necessity  as  the  forces  of  nature  them- 
selves. The  fantastic  figures,  which  at  first  only  reflected  the  mysterious  forces  of 
nature,  at  this  point  acquire  social  attributes,  become  representatives  of  the  forces  of 
history.  At  a still  further  stage  of  evolution,  all  the  natural  and  social  attributes  of  the 
numerous  gods  are  transferred  to  one  almighty  god.  who  is  but  a reflection  of  the 
abstract  man....  We  have  seen  repeatedly  that  in  existing  bourgeois  society  men  are 
dominated  by  the  economic  conditions  created  by  themselves,  by  the  means  of  pro- 
duction which  they  themselves  have  produced,  as  if  by  an  alien  force.  The  actual  basis 
of  the  reflective  activity  that  gives  rise  to  religion  therefore  continues  to  exist,  and  with 
it  the  religious  reflection  itself.  And  although  bourgeois  political  economy  has  given  a 
certain  insight  into  the  causal  connection  of  this  alien  domination,  this  makes  no 


essential  difference.  Bourgeois  economics  can  neither  prevent  crises  in  general,  nor 
protect  the  individual  capitalists  from  losses,  bad  debts  and  bankruptcy,  nor  secure  the 
individual  workers  against  unemployment  and  destitution.  It  is  still  (rue  that  man  pro- 
poses and  God  (that  is,  the  alien  domination  of  the  capitalist  mode  of  production)  dis- 
poses. Mere  knowledge,  even  if  it  went  much  further  and  deeper  than  that  of  bourgeois 
economic  science,  is  not  enough  to  bring  social  forces  under  the  domination  of  society. 
What  is  above  all  necessary  for  this,  is  a social  act.  And  when  this  act  has  been  accom- 
plished. when  society,  by  taking  possession  of  all  means  of  production  and  using  them 
on  a planned  basis,  has  freed  itself  and  all  its  members  from  the  bondage  in  which  they 
are  now  held  by  these  means  of  production  which  they  themselves  have  produced  but 
which  confront  them  as  an  irresistible  alien  force;  when  therefore  man  no  longer 
merely  proposes,  but  also  disposes — only  then  will  the  last  alien  force  which  is  still 
reflected  in  religion  vanish;  and  with  it  will  also  vanish  the  religious  reflection  itself, 
for  the  simple  reason  that  then  there  will  be  nothing  left  to  reflect. 

— Friederich  Engels.  Anii-Duhring 
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workforce,  have  held  militant  strikes  and 
demonstrations  in  the  past  few  months. 
The  stability  of  the  Berlusconi  govern- 
ment is  seriously  in  question,  as  an  anti- 
Bcrlusconi  movement  has  been  burgeon- 
ing in  (he  country  for  some  months. 
Attendance  at  demonstrations  agqinst 
government  austerity  has  continually 
exceeded  expectations  by  many  magni- 
tudes. stunning  their  organizers  as  well  as 
the  government.  Now.  an  eight-hour  gen- 
eral strike  by  Italy’s  three  biggest  union 
federations,  representing  over  12  million 
workers,  is  projected  for  April  16. 

The  situation  shifted  abruptly  follow- 
ing the  March  19  assassination  of  Marco 
Biagi,  an  economist  who  was  working  as 
an  adviser  to  the  Labor  Ministry  in  insti- 
tuting its  new  anti-labor  legislation.  The 
Italian  bourgeois  press  claims  that  the 
assassination  was  carried  out  by  an  off- 
shoot of  the  leftist  Red  Brigades.  In  fact, 
many  in  Italy  believe  the  assassination 
was  a provocation  by  the  government. 
Not  only  is  there  a long  history  of  such 
provocations  in  Italy,  but  this  particular 
killing  has  served  as  a convenient  rally- 
ing point  for  the  Berlusconi  regime, 
which  has  used  it  to  intensify  the  cam- 
paign of  repression  against  leftists,  par- 
ticularly in  Florence  and  Rome. 

In  response  to  the  assassination,  the 
CGIL  trade-union  bureaucrats  changed 
the  slogans  of  the  March  23  Rome  dem- 
onstration from  opposition  to  government 
attacks  on  the  unions  to  “Against  Terror- 
ism. For  Democracy,  For  Rights”  (refer- 
ring to  union  rights  currently  under 
assault).  The  demonstration  itself  began 
with  the  playing  of  the  Italian  national 
anthem  and  the  observance  of  a moment 
of  silence  in  memory  of  Biagi.  Earlier,  the 
trade-union  tops  had  called  a reactionary 
strike  against  "terrorism”  the  day  after 
Biagi’s  assassination  in  honor  of  this 
class  enemy. 

In  reponse  to  the  Rome  protest, 
Umberto  Bossi  blamed  the  unions  for 
Biagi’s  assassination,  ranting:  "First  they 
killed  him.  now  they  are  appropriating 
to  themselves  the  victim."  This  state- 
ment has  sparked  outrage  among  work- 
ers throughout  the  country.  Enraged 
union  officials  canceled  talks  with  the 
government  scheduled  for  March  26  and 
called  for  more  demonstrations.  CGIL 
head  Sergio  Cofferali  is  demanding  that 
the  government  retract  its  accusation  that 
the  labor  movement  breeds  terrorists. 
Reflecting  worries  in  the  bourgeoisie  that 
Berlusconi  & Co.  are  provoking  upheav- 
als. Italian  president  Carlo  Ciampi  praised 
the  Rome  demonstration  as  "the  salt  of 
democracy.” 


AP 

Rome,  March  23;  Three  million  pro- 
test government  attacks  on  unions. 


The  capitulation  of  the  pro-capitalist 
trade-union  bureaucracy  as  well  as  mass 
reformist  organizations  like  Democratici 
di  Sinistra  (DS — Democratic  Left)  and 
Rifondazione  Comunisia  (RC)  to  Berlus- 
coni’s “anti-terror"  campaign  is  deadly  | 
dangerous  for  the  proletariat.  The  govern- 
ment’s purpose  is  to  divide  and  w-eaken 
the  workers  movement  by  targeting  immi- 
grants, anarchists  and  other  leftists  as 
"terrorists.”  A direct  assault  on  the  most 
militant  sectors  of  the  labor  movement, 
the  "anti-terror”  drive  is  ultimately  aimed 
at  the  whole  of  the  working  class. 

The  LTdT  intervened  into  the  Rome 
protest  with  our  revolutionary  Leninist 
program,  raising  placards  with  slogans 
including.  "Break  the  National  Unity 
Against  Terrorism!”  and  "For  the  Revo- 
lutionary Unity  of  the  Working  Class 
Against  the  Bourgeoisie!"  In  our  discus- 
sions with  workers  and  youth,  we  under- 
lined how  the  trade-union  tops  did  not 
raise  the  call  for  a strike  when  anar- 
chist protester  Carlo  Giuliani  was  killed 
by  the  “carabinieri”  police  during  last 
year’s  protests  against  the  G-8  in  Genoa. 

continued  on  page  II 


Spartacist  League/SYC  Forums 


All  Israeli  Troops,  Settlers 
Out  of  the  Occupied  Territories! 
Defend  the  Palestinian  People! 


Wed.,  April  10,  6:30  p.m. 

1634  Telegraph,  3rd  floor 
Oakland 

(near  19th  St.  BART) 


Sat.,  April  27,  4 p.m. 

Mt.  Hollywood  Congregational  Church 
4607  Prospect  Ave.,  Hollywood 
(near  Vermont/Sunset  Red  Line  station) 


For  more  information;  510-839-0051 
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For  more  info  and  readings:  (213)  380-8239 


LOS  ANGELES 


The  End  of  Welfare:  Race,  Sex,  Class 
and  the  Capitalist  War  on  the  Poor 

Saturday,  April  6,  2 p.m. 

Columbia  University,  Hamilton  Hall.  Room  602 
116th  Street  and  Broadway  (#i  train  to  Ii6th  Street) 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


For  more  information:  (212)  267-1025 
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Letter 


activity  or  cleverness,  but  upon  circum- 
stances uncontrollable  by  him.  It  is  not  of 
him  that  willeth  or  of  him  that  runneth, 
but  of  the  mercy  of  unknown  superior 
economic  powers;  and  this  was  especially 
true  at  a period  of  economic  revolution, 
when  all  old  commercial  routc.s  and  cen- 
tres were  replaced  by  new  ones,  when 
India  and  America  were  opened  to  the 
world,  and  when  even  the  most  .sacred 
economic  articles  of  faith — the  value  of 
gold  and  silver — began  to  totter  and  to 
break  down.  Calvin’s  church  constitution 
was  thoroughly  democratic  and  republi- 
can: and  where  the  kingdom  of  God  was 
republicanised,  could  the  kingdoms  of 
this  world  remain  subject  to  monarchs. 
bishops  and  lords?" 

"In  Calvinism,”  Engels  went  on  to 
point  out.  "the  second  great  bourgeois 
upheaval  found  its  doctrine  ready  cut 
and  dried."  Engels  was  referring  to  the 
English  Revolution  and  attendant  civil 
war  (1642-1649).  whose  whole  course 
bears  out  his  analysis.  There  is  a very 


Theodore  de  Bry 

Left:  Spanish  Inquisition’s  reign  of  terror  stultified  country’s 
intellectual  life,  economic  vitality.  Pizarro  (depicted  above)  and 
others  extended  legacy  of  Spain's  backwardness  to  Latin  America. 


New  York 
28  March  2002 

To:  Workers  Vanguard 
Dear  comrades. 

“Salman  Rushdie’s  Verses  for  Imperi- 
alism" (WV  No.  772.  11  January)  is  a 
powerful  polemic  against  the  liberal 
opponents  of  Islamic  fundamentalism  in 
the  Near  East  and  Asia  who  have  signed 
on  to  U.S.  imperialism’s  “war  on  ter- 
ror." However,  in  asking  "how  does  one 
explain  the  vast  socioeconomic  gulf 
between  the  United  States  and  Canada 
on  the  one  side  and  the  countries  of 
Latin  America  on  the  other.”  the  article 
wrongly  posits  that  the  differences  in  eco- 
nomic development  between  these  coun- 
tries have  no  roots  in  the  doctrines  and 
cultural  attitudes  of  Catholicism.  Such 
an  assertion  is  ahistorica!  and  one-sided, 
ignoring  the  connection  between  relig- 
ious ideology  and  the  development  of 
capitalism. 

Writing  in  the  1892  Introduction  to  the 
English  Edition  of  Socialism:  Utopian 
and  Scientific,  Friedrich  Engels  noted 
that  as  Europe  emerged  from  the  Middle 
Ages  the  nascent  bourgeoisie  collided 
with  the  feudal  system  and  that; 

■'The  great  international  centre  of  feudal- 
ism was  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  It 
united  the  whole  of  feudalised  Western 
Europe,  in  spite  of  all  internal  wars,  into 
one  grand  political  system,  opposed  as 
much  to  the  schismatic  Greeks  as  to  the 
Mohammedan  countries.  It  surrounded 
feudal  institutions  with  the  halo  of  divine 
consecration.  It  had  organised  its  own 
hierarchy  on  the  feudal  model,  and, 
lastly,  it  was  itself  by  far  the  most  power- 
ful feudal  lord,  holding,  as  it  did.  fully 
one-third  of  the  soil  of  the  Catholic 
world.  Before  profane  feudalism  could 
be  successfully  attacked  in  each  country 
and  in  detail,  this,  its  sacred  central 
organisation,  had  to  be  destroyed." 

Engels  goes  on  to  note  that  the  class 
most  directly  interested  in  the  struggle 
against  the  Roman  Church  was  the  bour- 
geoisie and  that  the  struggle  against  feu- 
dalism took  on  a religious  guise.  This 
battle  led  to  the  Protestant  Reformation, 
the  rise  of  Calvinism  and  the  English 
Revolution,  and  culminated  in  the  great 
French  Revolution.  In  contrast.  Catho- 
lic reaction,  wholly  embraced  by  the 
Spanish  monarchy,  played  a mdjor  role 
in  retarding  capitalist  development  in 
Spain  and  its  colonies. 

Spain  was  the  first  of  the  great  unified 
absolutist  monarchical  states  to  arise  in 
Europe.  But  unlike  the  other  great  mon- 
archical states  in  Europe,  the  Spanish 
monarchy  did  not  serve  to  pave  the  way 
to  the  rise  of  the  middle  classes.  As  Marx 
noted:  "In  Spain,  on  the  contrary,  while 
the  ari.siocracy  sank  into  degradation 
without  losing  their  privilege,  the  towns 
lost  their  medieval  power  without  gaining 
modern  importance"  (Karl  Marx.  Revolu- 
tionary Spain,  1854). 

The  long  struggle  (La  Reconquesta) 
over  almost  eight  centuries  against  Moor- 
ish domination  imbued  Spanish  Catholi- 
cism with  a messianic  crusading  mili- 
tancy not  to  be  found  in  the  rest  of 
We.siern  Europe.  The  first  monarchs  of 
unified  Spain  (Aragon.  Castile  and  Gra- 
nada), Ferdinand  the  Catholic  and  Isa- 
bella I.  relied  on  Catholicism  as  the  ideo- 
logical glue  to  unify  and  cement  the 
nation  to  the  new  monarchy.  Abandoning 
the  feudal  nobility,  the  church  threw  its 
lot  in  with  the  monarchy,  and  through  the 
instrument  of  the  Spanish  Inquisition 
became  a powerful  tool  for  enforcing 
monarchical  absolutism.  The  Jews  ( 1492) 
and  then  the  last  of  the  Moors  (1609) 
were  expelled,  with  the  forced  converts  to 
Christianity,  the  so-called  "New  Chris- 
tians." being  the  main  objects  of  Inquisi- 


torial persecution.  The  country  was  thus 
deprived  of  much  of  its  economically 
vital  and  cultured  populace,  and  sub- 
jected to  a reign  of  terror  that  stultified 
intellectual  life.  While  most  of  the  ex- 
pelled Jews  made  their  way  to  the  Otto- 
man Empire,  others  wound  up  in  the 
Low  Countries  (which  were  soon  to 
become  heavily  Protestant)  where  Joseph 
de  la  Vega,  a Dutch  Sephardic  Jew. 
penned  the  first  book  on  the  workings  of 
the  stock  market  in  the  1600s.  Spanish 
mercantile  capitalism  was  stunted  and 


its  retrograde  monarchical  power  were 
unable  to  reverse  the  country’s  decline. 

It  was  the  legacy  of  Spanish  economic 
and  political  backwardness,  complete 
with  the  Inquisition,  that  Spain  be- 
queathed to  its  Latin  American  colonies. 
Thus,  at  the  beginning  of  the  19th  century 
the  populations  of  Mexico  and  the  United 
States  were  about  equal.  But  that  was  all 
that  was  equal.  In  America,  as  Engels 
noted,  “feudalism  was  unknown,  and  soci- 
ety at  the  very  beginning  started  from  a 
bourgeois  basis."  Mexico  in  contrast  was 


Religion  and  the 
Development  of  Capitalism 


decisively  subordinated  to  the  parasitic, 
tribute-extorting  and  reactionary  Catholic 
monarchy. 

The  consolidation  of  the  Spanish  state 
took  place  under  the  reign  of  the  Haps- 
burgs.  beginning  with  Charles  V (1516- 
56).  also  crowned  the  Holy  Roman 
Emperor  in  1519,  and  continued  by  his 
son  Phillip  II  (1556-98).  These  were  the 
glory  days  of  the  Spanish  state,  when  the 
Inquisition  and  the  colonization  of  Latin 
America  marched  hand  in  hand.  The 
ambitious  Hapsburg  monarchs  spear- 
headed the  Counter  Reformation  across 
Europe,  a rearguard  action  against  the 
rise  of  capitalism  expressed  religiously 
in  the  Reformation.  Under  the  Hapsburg 
monarchs  Spain  waged  war  across 
Europe  for  empire  and  Catholicism,  an 
enterprise  acknowledged  by  the  Papacy’s 
custom  of  addressing  the  Spanish  king  as 
his  “Most  Catholic  Majesty.” 

Spain  waged  wars  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean against  the  Ottoman  Turks,  in  Italy 
and  France  (assisting  the  Catholic  cause 
in  the  wars  of  religion  and  also  waging 
wars  against  the  Catholic  French  monar- 
chy). against  the  Protestant  Reformation 
in  Germany,  in  the  Low  Countries  and 
against  England.  Under  Phillips  III  and 
IV  this  continued,  with  Spain  participat- 
ing in  the  Thirty  Years  War.  But  by  the 
reign  of  Phillip  111  Spain  was  in  a decline. 
For  a century  Spani.sh  blood  and  treasure 
(extracted  from  its  New  World  colonies) 
had  been  drained  by  the  Hapsburg  mon- 
archs in  pursuit  of  their  wars  to  maintain 
and  extend  empire  and  defeat  the  Prot- 
estant powers.  The  drain  of  capital  was 
ultimately  so  acute  that  Spain's  internal 
circulating  currency  was  copper — at  a 
time  when  Spain  controlled  Potosf,  one  of 
the  world’s  most  productive  silver  mines, 
in  what  is  now  Bolivia!  At  sea.  powerful 
Spanish  Armadas  were  crushed  by  both 
the  English  and  the  Dutch.  On  land  the 
Spanish  tercios  were  the  most  feared 
infantry  in  16th-century  Europe.  But  by 
1643  they  were  definitively  defeated  by 
French  troops  at  Rocroi.  Ultimately,  the 
archaic  political  economy  of  Spain  and 


mired  in  semi-feudal  backwardness.  The 
Mexican  Revolution  of  1810-1821  did 
not  mark  the  victory  of  bourgeois  trends 
over  outmoded  and  essentially  semi- 
feudal  modes  of  production,  but  instead 
had  to  content  itself  with  the  removal  of 
all  vestiges  of  Spanish  colonial  tributary 
despotism  and  its  attendant  bureaucratic 
monarchical  centralism. 

In  the  1860s,  Lincoln  won  in  the 
American  Civil  War  and  Juarez  was  the 
victor  in  the  war  against  the  French 
occupation  of  Mexico.  But  the  outcomes 
were  very  different.  The  victory  of  the 
North  in  the  American  Civil  War  opened 
the  road  to  an  explosion  of  immigration 
and  capitalist  industrial  development. 
The  victory  of  Juarez  (whose  earlier  rev- 
olutionary struggle  was  aimed  at  ending 
the  impediments  to  capitalist  develop- 
ment by  forces  centered  on  the  reac- 
tionary Mexican  Catholic  church)  was 
merely  the  antechamber  to  the  rule  of 
Porfirio  Dfaz,  who  in  his  decades-long 
reign  sold  as  much  of  Mexico  as  he 
could  to  the  highest  imperialist  bidders. 

The  false  assertion  that  ideology  can- 
not serve  as  a brake  on  capitalist  devel- 
opment effectively  cancels  out  any  no- 
tion of  interaction  between  ideological 
superstructure  and  material  base,  and  is 
anti-Marxist.  In  his  battles  with  anti- 
Marxist  opponents — who  falsely  equated 
Marxism  with  vulgar  economic  deter- 
minism— pioneer  Russian  Marxist  Georgi 
Plekhanov  wrote  very  intelligently  and 
persuasively  on  the  role  of  superstructure 
and  its  interaction  and  effects  on  the 
course  of  historical  development  and  its 
underlying  motor  force — the  correspond- 
ing productive  forces  of  .society. 

For  capitalism  to  take  root  you  needed 
at  least  an  accommodating  ideology  and 
consciousness.  Writing  on  Calvinism, 
Engels  noted  in  his  introduction  to 
Socialism:  Utopian  and  Scientific: 

"Calvin’s  creed  was  one  fit  for  the  bold- 
est of  the  bourgeoisie  of  his  time.  His  pre- 
destination doctrine  was  the  religious 
expression  of  the  fact  that  in  the  com- 
mercial world  of  competition  success  or 
failure  does  not  depend  upon  a man’s 


rich  body  of  historical  studies  that  il- 
lustrates and  elucidates  th^^  develop- 
ments, most  notably  the  writings  of 
Christopher  Hill  and  also,  for  example. 
Religion  and  the  Rise  of  Capitalism  by 
R.H.  Tawney. 

But  with  the  rise  of  imperialism  in 
West  Europe.  America  and  Japan  in 
the  early  20th  century  the  independent 
industrial  development  and  moderniza- 
tion of  the  rest  of  the  world  was  fore- 
closed. Instead  the  colonial  and  semi- 
colonial countries  remain  mired  in 
economic  impoverishment  and  cultural 
backwardness,  all  reinforced  by  imperial- 
ism. But  as  the  Rushdie  article  notes,  rec- 
ognizing the  role  of  imperialism  in  the 
Third  World  “does  not  exculpate  the  indige- 
nous ruling  classes  of  those  countries.” 

From  World  War  I on.  and  before  in 
Egypt,  Arab  nationalism  represented  the 
attempt  to  modernize  countries  of  the 
Near  East.  But  that  road  was  blocked  by 
imperialism.  Instead,  the  region  became 
British  and  French  protectorates  and. 
later,  objects  of  the  world  market  mainly 
orchestrated  from  the  United  States.  The 
imperialists,  the  nationalists  and  the 
Islamic  fundamentalists  all  conspired 
against  the  working  classes  of  these 
countries  coming  to  power.  The  Stalinisi- 
led  Communist  Parties  of  the  region 
threw  their  lot  in  with  the  nationalists  as 
part  of  the  supposed  "two  stage  revolu- 
tion.” leading  to  massive  defeats  and 
wholesale  massacres  of  the  proletariat. 

The  failure  of  Arab  nationalism,  and 
the  continued  brutal  depredations  of 
imperialism,  led  to  the  rise  of  Islamic  fun- 
damentalism with  religion  here  serving  as 
a solace  for  the  .seemingly  unchangeable 
miseries  and  horrors  of  daily  life. 

Comradely. 

George  Foster 

P.S.  Today  the  most  backward  religious 
zealots  populating  Latin  America  are  the 
fundamentalist  Protestant  missionaries 
from  the  United  Slates.  In  contrast,  “lib- 
eration theology”  Catholics  appear  rela- 
tively benign.  ■ 
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Down  With  Vigipirate! 

Down  With  SP-CP-Green  Government’s  Racist  Campaign! 

Open  Letter  to  Lutte  Ouvriere  on 


The  upcoming  May  5 French  presi- 
dential elections  are  taking  place  in  a 
context  of  social  polarization  in  the 
country.  Since  coming  to  power  in  1997, 
the  popular-front  government  of  Social- 
ist prime  minister  Lionel  Jospin,  which 
includes  the  French  Communist  Party 
(PCF)  and  the  Green  Party,  has  led  a 
campaign  of  deportations  of  immigrants 
and  brutal  police  repression  against 
minority  ghettos.  After  the  September  1 1 
attacks,  the  Jospin  government  imme- 
diately moved  to  intensify  the  de- 
spised "Vigipirate"  campaign,  a massive 
mobilization  of  the  police  and  military  to 
sow  terror  in  minority  communities.  Both 
Jospin  and  his  neo-Gaullist  bourgeois 
opponent,  current  president  Jacque.s  Chi- 
rac. are  pushing  "security” — i.e.,  racist 
repression  against  immigrants  and  minor- 
ities— as  the  dominant  theme.  At  the 
same  lime,  the  Jospin  government  is 
widely  hated  among  working  people  in 
France  for  its  austerity,  layoffs  and 
attacks  on  pensions  and  social  services. 

The  fake-Trotskyisl  Lutte  Ouvriere 
(LO)  is  running  its  presidential  campaign 
on  the  basis  of  opposition  to  the  popular- 
front  government  of  Jospin.  While  opin- 
ion polls  show  Jospin  and  Chirac  in  a vir- 
tual dead  heat  in  the  run-up  to  the  first 
round  of  voting  on  April  21.  LO  candi- 
date Arlette  Laguiller  is  credited  with 
fully  10  percent  of  the  vole,  far  outstrip- 
ping the  PCF  which  has  6 percent.  The 
PCF  is  being  punished  by  its  working- 
class  base  f^0T.  the  parly's  continuing  par- 
ticipation in  a government  of  anti-worker 
austerity.  In  addition  to  declining  elec- 
toral support,  the  PCF  is  also  suffering 
splits  and  defections  in  its  historic  trade- 
union  base,  including  among  lifelong  Sta- 
linist cadre:  the  entire  PCF  fraction  in  the 
Renault  plant  in  Cleon  just  publicly  split 
to  form  its  own  independent  group.  In 
response  to  LO’s  electoral  gains,  the  PCF 
has  denounced  Laguiller  as  a "spoiler.” 
claiming  that  she  is  playing  right  into 
Chirac's  hands.  At  the  same  lime,  the 
widespread  hatred  of  the  Jospin  govern- 
ment has  also  profited  the  far  right;  the 
fascist  Jean-Marie  Le  Pen  is  neck  and 
neck  with  LO  for  the  third  place  spot  in 
the  elections,  also  garnering  about  1 0 per- 
cent of  the  vote. 

We  reprint  below  a 10  March  open 
letter  to  LO  by  our  comrades  of  the 
Ligue  Trotskyste  de  France,  section  of  the 
International  Communist  League.  LO  is 
opposed  to  this  exceedingly  unpopular 
popular-front  government,  but  has  no 
opposition  to  class  collaboration  in  prin- 
ciple. This  is  best  expressed  by  Laguiller 
in  her  own  words.  At  a March  17  cam- 
paign meeting  of  .some  2.000  people  in 
Paris,  Laguiller  concluded  her  remarks  by 
urging  her  supporters  "not  to  wait  for  the 
revolution”  but  to  "impose  it”  because 
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"the  bourgeoisie  is  so  rich  right  now  and 
so  powerful  that  if  it  is  seriously  chal- 
lenged it  would  prefer  to  share  than  to 
lose  it  all”  {Liberation,  18  March).  Thus, 
for  LO.  the  purpose  of  socialist  revolution 
is  to  share  power  and  wealth  with  the 
bourgeoisie!  In  opposition  to  LO's  ref- 


capitalism  is  vitiated  by  their  capitulation 
to  the  French  bourgeoisie's  repressive 
anti-immigrant  measures,  their  silence 
on  the  brutal  Vigipirate  campaign  and 
their  open  support  to  reactionary  police 
"strikes."  That  is  why,  as  the  open  letter 
notes,  so  long  as  LO  refuses  to  oppose 
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ormisl  power-sharing  schemes,  in  which 
the  class  interests  of  the  workers  will 
always  be  subordinated  to  those  of  their 
exploiters,  we  say  that  the  working  peo- 
ple who  have  created  the  wealth  of  this 
society  can  only  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their 
labor  when  they  achieve  power  through  a 
socialist  revolution  and  establish  a soci- 
ety based  on  a planned  collectivized 
economy  and  egalitarianism. 

The  LTF  open  letter  to  LO  explains 
that  opposition  to  the  racist  oppression  of 
the  large  "immigrant”  population — which 
includes  second  and  third  generation 
minorities — is  key  to  opposing  class 
collaboration  and  the  politics  of  the 
French  bourgeoisie.  LO's  posture  of  anti- 
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Arlette  Laguiller, 
presidential 
candidate  of  Lutte 
Ouvriere,  is  silent 
on  government's 
Vigipirate 
campaign  against 
minorities. 


Vigipirate  and  reactionary  cop  mobi- 
lizations. the  LTF  cannot  support  their 
campaign. 

Our  letter  to  LO  represents  an  impor- 
tant means  of  intervention  into  a situation 
where  there  is  increased  polarization  and 
defiance  of  the  implementation  of  capital- 
ist austerity  by  popular-front  or  social- 
democratic  governments  which  have  held 
power  throughout  most  of  West  Europe 
for  the  last  five  to  ten  years.  Not  only  in 
France,  but  also  in  Germany.  Britain  and 
elsewhere,  popular  discontent,  especially 
among  the  proletariat,  has  resulted  in 
widespread  disenchantment  among  work- 
ers and  the  emergence  of  a substantial 
minority  casting  their  ballots  with  parlies 
ostensibly  to  the  left  of  the  mainstream 
social  democracy,  such  as  LO  in  France. 
Our  comrades  in  ICL  sections  throughout 
Europe  have  sought  to  intervene  into 
these  polarized  arenas  with  our  revolu- 
tionary program,  fighting  for  the  political 
independence  of  the  proletariat  and  the 
forging  of  revolutionary  workers  parties 
to  fight  for  workers  power. 


In  this  election  campaign  there  is  only 
one  candidate  who  seeks  to  draw  a crude 
class  line  against  the  capitalist  govern- 
ment; it  is  Arlette  Laguiller.  spokesman 
for  Lutte  Ouvriere.  We  agree  with  her 
when  she  says  that  the  Socialist  Party 
(SP)  leaders  are  from  the  same  world  as 


Seilli^re  and  other  bosses  who  exploit  the 
workers  in  the  factories  and  that  Jospin 
has  the  same  policies  as  Chirac.  In  her 
plant  bulletin  editorial  of  18  February 
Laguiller  says  unambiguously;  "In  the 
choice  proposed  to  us.  the  workers  do  not 
have  to  lick  the  hands  of  their  oppressors 
and  they  should  vole  neither  for  the  right- 
wing  politicians  nor  for  the  left  ones" 
{Lutte  Ouvriere,  22  February).  For  these 
elections  LO  is  breaking  with  its  frequent 
history  of  supporting  the  popular  front  (a 
coalition  of  reformist  workers  parties 
with  bourgeois  parties  to  administer  cap- 
italism. a coalition  which  we  on  principle 
refuse  to  support)  to  "fight  the  right"  or 
the  "far  right."  In  this  same  issue  of  their 
paper,  they  have  a eulogy  of  their  late 
comrade  Pierre  Bois,  in  which  they  recall 
that  he  had  refused  to  obey  LO’s  own 
line  of  voting  for  Mitterrand  in  1981 
This  is  in  contrast  with  Olivier  Be.sance- 
not.  the  candidate  of  the  Ligue  Commu- 
nisle  Revolulionnaire  (LCR),  who  stated 
a month  ago  "that  he  would  personally 
vote  ‘for  the  left’  because  ‘there  is  a dif- 
ference between  the  left  and  the  right'" 
{Le  Monde,  I February).  This  is  consis- 
tent with  the  political  line  of  the  LCR 
which  has  always  supported  the  popular 
front  of  Mitterrand  and  then  Jospin  for 
more  than  25  years. 

But  LO  does  not  oppose  the  govern- 
ment because  they  are  opposed  to  cla.ss 
collaboration;  they  empty  their  correct 
opposition  of  all  its  content  by  their  tacit 
support  to  Vigipirate  and  their  explicit 
support  to  the  reactionary  mobilizations 
of  cops  in  November.  LO's  altitude  on 
this  question  is  all  the  more  crucial  in 
that  "security" — i.e..  the  government's 
racist  campaign  against  immigrants  and 
their  families — is  at  the  center  of  the 
electoral  campaign.  The  SP  launched 
Jospin's  electoral  campaign  by  calling 
on  the  cops  to  throw  Younis  Trabelsi, 
an  undocumented  Libyan  who  was  on 
hunger  strike,  out  of  SP  headquarters  in 
Rouen,  As  for  the  PCF.  they  are  asking 
for  a doubling  of  the  security  budget  for 
the  banlieues  [working-class  and  minor- 
ity suburbs].  In  this  context,  LO’s  refusal 
to  fight  against  Vigipirate  represents  a 
loyally  oath  to  the  racist  bourgeois 
order  and  to  the  anti-working-class  aus- 
terity of  the  Jospin  government.  But  if. 
in  its  campaign.  LO  came  out  clearly 
against  Vigipirate  and  the  cop  terror,  we 
would  envision  calling  for  voting  for  LO, 
without  muting  our  criticisms  of  their 
program. 

Down  With  Vigipirate! 

Racism  against  workers  of  immi- 
grant origin,  in  particular  those  from 
North  Africa,  has  always  been  poison 
used  by  the  bourgeoisie  (those  who 
own  the  means  of  production — factories, 
machines,  etc. — as  their  private  property) 
to  divide  the  working  class.  For  the  capi- 
talists it’s  a good  way  to  divide  the  work- 
ers— those  who  produce  the  wealth  in 
the  industry  of  this  country — between 
"French"  and  "immigrants”  (although 
many  of  the  latter  were  born  here).  Thi 
French  bourgeoisie  seized  on  the  criminal 
attacks  of  September  1 1 in  New  York  to 
decree  "national  unity”  against  "terror- 
ism” and  to  widen  and  deepen  their  racist 
campaign,  and  the  working  class  is  sup- 
posed to  join  in.  In  fact  what's  going  on 
here  is  a racist  war  against  all  immigrants 
and  above  all  against  the  substantial 
population  of  North  Africans  and  youth 
of  immigrant  origin. 

continued  on  page  S 
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As  Oakland  Police  Thugs  Face  Trial 

Anger  Mounts  Over  Cop  Terror  in  Bay  Area 


OAKLAND — Three  former  cops  face 
trial  this  month  in  what  the  Oakland  Trib- 
une (22  September  2000)  called  "one  of 
the  worst  cases  of  Oakland  police  mis- 
conduct in  decades.”  The  scandal  broke 
after  a disaffected  rookie  cop  unveiled  a 
gang  of  police  thugs  who  terrorized  black 
West  Oakland  and  called  themselves  "the 
Riders”  in  unmistakable  reference  to  the 
murderous  nightriders  of  the  KKK.  Even 
after  prosecutors  threw  out  dozens  of 
charges  in  an  effort  at  damage  control,  the 
three  were  charged  with  more  than  60 
counts  stemming  from  their  savage  beat- 
ings of  handcuffed  victims,  planting  drugs 
to  frame  them  up  and  covering  it  all  up 
with  falsified  reports.  One  of  the  many 
victims  who  courageously  came  forward  to 
testify  during  a preliminary  hearing  last 
year.  Delphine  Allen,  told  of  a harrowing 
night  during  which  the  "Riders"  arbitrar- 
ily arrested  him  and  repeatedly  beat  him 
until  he  had  to  be  sent  to  the  hospital. 

Oakland's  black  police  chief.  Richard 
Word,  fired  the  three  and  their  reputed 
ringleader,  who  has  reportedly  skipped 
the  country.  Democratic  mayor  Jerry 
Brown  subsequently  joined  Word  in 
pushing  for  an  official  probe,  which  one 
city  official  held  up  as  proof  that  the  cops 
can  "police  and  investigate  themselves.” 
Brown  & Co.  portray  the  fired  cops  as  a 
few  "bad  apples  " But  the  four  had  been 
set  loose  on  West  Oakland  in  a special 
police  campaign  in  the  racist  "war  on 
drugs.”  Altogether,  25  cops  have  report- 
edly been  named  in  lawsuits  by  victims  of 
Oakland  cop  brutality. 

Far  from  being  the  exception,  the  racist 
terror  exemplified  by  the  "Riders”  is  the 
norm  for  the  police,  who  are  the  hired 
thugs  of  the  capitalist  ruling  class.  Even 
as  details  of  the  "Riders”  scandal  were 
trickling  out  last  April.  Oakland  cops  beat 
to  death  a young  black  man.  Jamil  Wheat- 
fall.  Two  months  later  in  San  Francisco, 
police  gunned  down  Idriss  "Scotty”  Stel- 
ley.  a mentally  ill  youth,  in  a barrage  of 
more  than  20  shots  in  a downtown  thea- 
ter complex. 

Now,  in  the  wake  of  the  September  1 1 
attack  on  the  World  Trade  Center,  the 
capitalist  ruling  class  has  dramatically 
escalated  racist  repression  in  the  name  of 
the  "war  on  terror.”  Taking  first  aim  at 
immigrants,  the  government  has  rounded 
up  more  than  1.200  people  of  Near  East- 
ern descent  or  Muslim  faith  for  indefinite 
detention.  Hundreds  of  immigrant  work- 
ers have  been  fired  and  arrested  or 
deported;  thousands  have  been  harassed. 
Polls  of  layers  of  the  black  population 
following  September  1 1 show  support  for 
“racial  profiling”  of  Arab  and  other  immi- 
grants. Black  antipathy  toward  immi- 
grants is  encouraged  by  racial  and  ethnic 
hostilities  fomented  by  the  capitalist 
rulers  and  often  echoed  by  black  political 
misleaders.  But  as  the  Partisan  Defense 
Committee  and  Bay  Area  Labor  Black 
League  for  Social  Defense  wrote  in  their 
call  for  the  February  9 labor-centered 
mobilization  in  defense  of  immigrant 
rights  in  Oakland: 

"Assaults  on  the  immigrant  workforce 
have  always  gone  hand  in  hand  with 
slcpped-up  oppression  of  blacks  and  the 
persecution  of  the  most  militant  workers, 
Don't  forget — here  in  California  the  anti- 
immigrant  Proposition  187  led  directly 
to  the  racist,  anti-affirmative  action  Prop- 
osition 209  two  years  later." 

The  Oakland  protest  mobilized  more 
than  300  people — trade  unionists,  immi- 
grants, blacks,  youth  and  others — in 
Opposition  to  the  anti-immigrant  witch- 
hunt and  the  Maritime  Security  Act. 
which  threatens  a racist  union-busting 
purge  on  the  waterfront.  In  building  this 
demonstration,  we  sought  to  tear  through 
the  straitjacket  of  the  capitalist  rulers’ 
"national  unity”  campaign,  whose  aim  is 
to  regiment  the  population  in  the  service 


of  U.S.  imperialist  depredations  abroad 
and  grinding  exploitation  of  workers  at 
home.  We  fought  as  well  to  break  down 
the  poisonous  racial  and  ethnic  divisions 
among  the  exploited  and  oppressed  which 
the  capitalists  promote  in  order  to  main- 
tain their  power. 

As  the  recent  freeing  of  three  of  the 
four  New  York  City  cops  jailed  for  the 
1997  torture  of  black  immigrant  Abner 
Louima  starkly  shows,  police  terror 
against  black  people  remains  "as  Ameri- 
can as  apple  pie."  This  was  chillingly 
brought  home  in  San  Francisco  on  Janu- 


ary 21.  Martin  Luther  King  Day.  in  an 
incident  that  has  provoked  widespread 
outrage  locally.  Shortly  after  midnight, 
police  with  drawn  guns  assaulted  five 
black  youth  aged  12  to  14  outside  their 
homes  in  heavily  black  Hunters  Point, 
throwing  them  to  the  ground,  groping 
two  girls  and  severely  beating  14-year- 
old  Jerome  Brown  for  daring  to  question 
them.  As  frantic  parents  and  neighbors 
gathered,  one  cop  snarled  at  the  mother 
of  one  of  the  victims:  "As  long  as  you 
people  are  here,  we  will  act  like  this." 

Like  the  "Riders."  the  SFPD  thugs  were 
simply  “doing  their  job”  as  a racist  occu- 
pying army  in  the  inner  cities.  Along  with 
the  courts,  prisons  and  armed  forces,  the 
police  are  at  the  core  of  the  capitalist  state, 
whose  role  is  to  protect  the  property,  prof- 
its and  rule  of  the  capitalist  class.  And  in 
racist  America,  this  necessarily  means 
terror  against  black  people.  Two  years 
ago  in  New  York,  following  the  acquittal 
of  the  cops  who  gunned  down  Afri- 
can immigrant  Amadou  Diallo.  the  New 
York  Spartacist  League  and  Labor  Black 
League  issued  a statement  pointing  out: 

"There  will  be  no  end  to  police  brutality 
short  of  the  destruction  of  the  system  of 
capitalist  exploitation  and  racist  oppres- 
sion which  the  cops  serve  as  armed 
guard  dogs.  But  a protest  based  on  the 
organized  muscle  of  the  labor  movement 
would  give  the  cops  and  their  capitalist 
masters  some  pause.  More  importantly  it 
would  serve  to  imbue  the  working  class 
with  the  understanding  that  its  interests 
are  inseparably  linked  to  the  defense  of 
the  ghettos  and  barrios  and  the  fight  for 
black  freedom." 


But  to  mobilize  labor's  social  power  in 
protest  against  cop  terror  and  in  the  fight 
for  black  freedom,  what  is  required  is  a 
political  struggle  within  the  unions  against 
the  trade-union  tops  who  are  bound  to  the 
capitalist  class  enemy,  particularly  in  its 
Democratic  Party  face. 

In  the  Bay  Area,  which  has  seen  re- 
pealed protests  against  racist  cop  terror, 
the  mounting  anger  is  being  diverted  into 
worthless  schemes  for  police  "reform.” 
such  as  more  "effective”  civilian  review 
boards.  With  the  "Riders”  trial  looming. 
Oakland  NAACP  leader  Shannon  Reeves 


has  organized  a series  of  public  hearings 
on  police  abuse  designed  to  let  angry 
residents  let  off  steam,  announcing  that 
"it  is  not  our  mission  to  have  a beai-up- 
on-police  session"  {Moniclarion.  22  Feb- 
ruary), In  San  Francisco,  the  MLK  Day 
assault  came  two  weeks  after  "an  agree- 
ment for  better  cooperation  between  the 
Police  Department  and  black  community 
leaders”  spearheaded  by  the  NAACP  was 
signed  {Oakland  Post,  13  January). 

For  its  part,  the  liberal  People  United 
for  a Better  Oakland  (PUEBLO)  has  been 
pushing  to  revamp  Oakland's  discredited 
civilian  review  board,  whose  real  job  is 
to  whitewash  the  cops.  Outrage  over 
the  rampant  racist  terror  of  the  Oakland 
police  in  the  1960s.  out  of  which  the 
Black  Panther  Parly  developed  a large 
following,  led  to  the  creation  of  the  city’s 
first  review  board.  As  continued  police 
atrocities  eroded  its  credibility,  the  board 
has  been  repeatedly  "reformed". ..until 
again  discredited,  PUEBLO  now  calls  for 
"independent”  investigations  to  "restore 
the  public's  faith  and  trust  in  the  Oakland 
Police  Department." 

PUEBLO  and  other  reform  outfits  like 
the  Ella  Baker  Center,  with  its  associated 
groups  PoliceWaich  and  Let’s  Get  Free 
(formerly  Third  Eye  Movement),  preach 
that  the  cops  can  be  something  other  than 
paid  enforcers  of  the  racist  capitalist 
order.  PUEBLO  is  aided  in  sowing  this 
illusion  by  fake-left  groups  like  the  self- 
proclaimed  "revolutionary  communists” 
of  the  Progressive  Labor  Party  (PL). 

In  its  rhetoric.  PL  often  comes  off  as 


revolutionary  opponents  of  liberalism.  Its 
newspaper  Challenge  ( 1 6 February  2000) 
correctly  noted  that  "PUEBLO’s  refor- 
mist leadership  tries  to  divert  all  efforts 
into  working  within  Oakland’s  CPRB 
(Civilian  Police  Review  Board).”  In  its  23 
May  2001  issue,  PL  made  the  rudimen- 
tary Marxist  assertion  that  "racist  cop  ter- 
ror is  a necessary  part  of  capitalist  rule.” 
Challenge  (20  June  2001)  took  to  task  an 
"Oakland  Comrade"  who  submitted  a let- 
ter baldly  proclaiming;  "I  have  also  seen 
a few  'good  cops.’  those  willing  to  stand 
up  for  principle....  What  about  police 
reform?  Is  it  possible  to  organize  within 
the  police?  What  did  the  Bolsheviks 
do?  What  should  be  our  strategy  in  mass 
organizations  like  PUEBLO?”  Challenge 
correctly  replied.  "The  primary  function 
of  all  police  departments  is  to  protect  the 
bosses’  criminal  attacks  on  the  working 
class,  not  to  fight  ‘crime.’  It’s  almost  like 
saying  there  were  a few  decent  Gestapo 
cops:  it  really  didn’t  matter.” 

But  PL  tramples  all  over  the  basic 
Marxist  understanding  of  the  police  by 
actively  working  within  PUEBLO,  whose 
Web  site  unambiguously  proclaims  its 
intent  "to  offer  a progressive  alternative 
to  overly  punitive  and  ineffective  public 
safely  policies."  PL  thus  provides  a left 
cover  for  those  who  reinforce  bourgeois 
consciousness  by  preaching  the  reform- 
ability  of  the  police.  Such  illusions  can 
only  disarm  the  struggle  to  sweep  away 
the  system  of  racist  police  repression. 

Much  of  the  black  population  under- 
stands that  the  institution  of  the  police  is 
not  in  place  to  serve  them.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  race-caste  oppression  of  black 
people  in  this  society  ensures  that  many 
live  in  ghetto  hellholes  where  life  is  cheap 
and  the  “enemy"  is  the  gang^bunger.  the 
pimp  and  the  dealer.  Today’s  liberal  re- 
formers of  ghetto  life  are  frequently  black 
activists  who  have  been  co-opted  by  the 
bourgeois  powers  that  be  to  keep  things 
cool.  Waves  of  outrage  against  cop  terror 
are  followed  by  penny-ante,  meaningless 
liberal  “reforms.”  with  the  ghetto  masses 
receding  into  bitterness  and  despair. 

The  only  successful  working-class 
socialist  revolution  to  date,  the  October 
Revolution  of  1917.  was  led  by  the 
Bolshevik  Party  of  V.  I.  Lenin  and  Leon 
Trotsky,  which  fought  to  raise  the  con- 
sciousness of  the  working  class  by  com- 
batting the  illusion  that  the  capitalist  state 
machinery  can  be  wielded  in  the  interests 
of  the  toilers.  Of  no  less  importance,  the 
Bolsheviks  recruited  strongly  from  among 
the  oppressed  minorities  in  the  tsarist 
"prison  house  of  peoples”  and  had  among 
its  cadres  and  leaders  Jews.  Poles,  Geor- 
gians and  Azerbaijanis.  Under  Bolshevik 
leadership,  the  multiethnic  working  class 
seized  power,  smashing  the  capitalist 
state  and  forging  a workers  state  that  laid 
the  foundations  of  a planned,  collectiv- 
ized economy,  the  prerequisite  to  social 
equality  and  progress. 

In  the  U.S..  where  the  bedrock  of  cap- 
itali.si  rule  is  the  special  oppression  of 
black  people,  it  is  doubly  important  that 
black  militants  play  a central  role  in  lead- 
ing a revolutionary  workers  parly.  Without 
such  leadership,  it  will  not  be  possible  to 
decisively  break  the  political  ties  that 
bind  the  working  people  and  oppressed 
black  and  Hispanic  masses  to  the  capital- 
ist Democratic  Parly.  It  is  precisely 
through  such  a leadership  that  the  power 
of  labor  can  be  welded  to  the  anger  of  the 
ghettos  and  barrios  in  order  to  uproot  this 
whole  system  based  on  exploitation  and 
oppression  and  enforced  by  racist  cop 
brutality.  When  those  who  labor  rule,  we 
will  begin  to  build  an  egalitarian  socialist 
society  where  racist  terror  and  oppression 
will  be  eliminated  once  and  for  all.  and 
the  tremendous  wealth  of  this  society  will 
be  used  to  provide  a decent  life  for  all.B 
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Another  Black 
Life 


Mother  of  Idriss  Stelley, 
killed  in  hail  of  cop 
bullets,  addresses 
September  2001  press 
conference  outside  SF 
City  Hall.  Oakland 
protest  against  police 
killing  of  Jamil  Wheatfall, 
May  2001. 
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Young  Sparlacus 


Big  Brother’s  Little  Sisters  Run  to  “The  Man” 

Feminists  Ban  Marxists  from 
Chicago  Conference 


INCITE!  Women  of  Color  Against 
Violence,  a national  feminist  organiza- 
tion founded  two  years  ago,  held  its  sec- 
ond “Color  of  Violence”  conference  from 
March  15-17  at  the  University  of  Illi- 
nois at  Chicago  Circle  Center.  Called  on 
the  theme  of  "Building  a Movement,”  the 
conference  attracted  hundreds  of  people, 
but  the  INCITE!  leadership  made  certain 
it  didn't  include  any  reds. 

INCITE!  may  appear  to  the  left  of  the 
typical  bourgeois  feminist  group  simply 
by  numbering  racial  oppression,  police 
terror  and  imperialism  among  the  forms 
of  “violence  against  women  of  color.” 


Reuiers 


“Woman  of  color"  Condoleezza  Rice, 
member  of  Bush  team  busy  direct- 
ing "war  on  terror"  at  home  and 
abroad. 

But  like  the  Black  Radical  Congress  and 
Critical  Resistance  with  whom  they  share 
supporters  (such  as  rad-lib  academic 
Angela  Davis),  INCITE's  radical  rhetoric 
doesn't  go  one  step  beyond  the  bounds 
of  Democratic  Party  pressure  politics. 
Tellingly,  conference  organizers  wasted 
little  time  before  contacting  the  cops  and 
building  administrators  to  remove  Sparta- 
cist  supporters  from  the  premises  after 
our  revolutionary  program  for  women’s 
liberation  received  a warm  welcome  from 
a number  of  people  at  the  Saturday  work- 
shops. including  one — ironically  enough — 
on  “State  Violence  Against  Women  of 
Color." 

The  next  morning,  the  SYC  hit  the 
pavement  outside  the  Circle  Center  with 
a statement  protesting  the  cop-enforced 
censorship  of  our  political  views.  Six 
conference  organizers  scurried  outside  to 
shepherd  the  incoming  crowd  away  from 
us.  Still,  we  distributed  some  300  copies 
of  our  statement,  asking  people  to  read  it 
and  decide  for  themselves  why  the  cops 
were  called  on  conference  attendees. 
Much  to  the  dismay  of  INCITE's  junior 
McCarthys,  many  did.  Our  statement  is 
printed  below. 

* ♦ * 

Did  you  buy  a Workers  Vanguard  this 
weekend?  Then  you  better  watch  out 
lor  Big  Brother  (and  Sister)  who  have 
declared  this  revolutionary  newspaper  of 
the  Spartacist  League  illegal,  unsafe  and 
just  not  nice!  Accused  of  the  "crime”  of 
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telling  people  that  bourgeois  feminism 
is  no  answer  in  the  fight  for  women’s 
liberation  (guilty  as  charged),  the  Sparta- 
cist League/Spariacus  Youth  Club  were 
banned  from  the  conference  Saturday  and 
physically  escorted  out  of  Circle  Center! 
Hiding  behind  the  lie  that  our  Marx- 
ist discussions  were  creating  an  "unsafe 
environment"  for  the  conference  attend- 
ees. the  organizers  called  the  campus 
cops  and  had  our  interracial  team  of 
women  and  men  thrown  out!  “Unsafe 
environment?!”  Calling  the  cops  into 
a conference  attended  by  many  non- 
citizens caused  a genuine  threat  to  the 
conference  participants.  The  liberal  or- 
ganizers were  threatened  when  attendees 
snapped  up  over  100  pieces  of  our  com- 
munist literature,  thus  being  exposed  to 
a revolutionary  perspective  (GASP!).  By 
calling  in  the  state,  they  put  scores  of 
women  in  the  cross  hairs  of  the  capitalist 
state!  But  that’s  what  happens  when  you 
seek  common  cause  with  the  powers-that- 
be  against  the  communists.  The  haunt- 
ing spectre  of  a 19-year-old  red  selling  a 
paper  sent  them  running  to  the  "man." 
So  much  for  "empowerment  of  women!" 
Anti-communist  expulsion  is  a statement 
of  loyalty  to  the  capitalist,  imperialist 
order  at  home  and  abroad.  John  Ashcroft 
would  be  proud. 

As  part  of  their  absurd  justification 
to  ban  us,  the  Carrie  Nation  wannabes 
accused  one  of  our  male  comrades  of 
“smelling  like  alcohol."  This  provocative 
smear  serves  to  hide  the  fact  that  this 
exclusion  was  political,  plain  and  simple. 
It  is  no  accident  that  the  only  people 
banned  from  the  conference  this  week- 
end were  the  revolutionary  Marxists.  For 
instance,  a fundamentalist  Muslim  organ- 
ization, IMAM,  was  welcomed.  Like  all 
religions,  the  Islamic  religion  is  anti- 
woman to  its  core.  Politics  breeds  strange 
bedfellows.  Let’s  be  clear,  their  attempt  to 
silence  us  is  based  on  the  politics  that  we 
put  forward.  In  1979,  we  hailed  the  Soviet 
Red  Army  intervention  into  Afghanistan. 
For  the  first  time  the  question  of  bringing 
Afghanistan  into  the  twentieth  century 
was  posed,  laying  the  basis  for  extending 
the  gains  of  the  Russian  Revolution  for 
women.  Women  were  educated,  allowed 
into  the  workforce  and  given  guns  to  fight 
for  their  own  liberation  against  the  CIA- 
backed  mullahs.  The  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy’s pullout  of  the  Red  Army  was  a 
betrayal  of  the  people  of  Afghanistan, 
women  in  particular.  Internationally, 
the  feminists  and  fake  left  sided  with 
their  own  bourgeoisie  against  the  Soviets. 
RAWA,  part  of  today’s  conference,  has 
been  in  the  forefront  of  the  pro-imperialist 
outcry.  Today  they  call  for  the  reinstate- 
ment of  the  monarchy  and  denounce 
the  Soviet  imposed  rights  of  “having  a 
boyfriend  or  dancing  in  a nightclub” 
(Z  Magazine.  January  2002). 

As  the  brutal  bombing  campaign  rages 
against  Afghanistan,  we  say:  U.S./UN/ 
NATO  Out  of  Afghanistan  and  Central 
Asia  Now!  For  Class  Struggle  Against  the 
Imperialists  at  Home!  “National  unity”  is 
a lie  because  it  ties  the  exploited  with 
their  exploiters.  The  capitalist  .system  is 
based  on  the  ruthless  exploitation  of  the 
many  by  the  few.  Bush  and  company  have 
seized  on  the  criminal  attack  of  the  World 


Trade  Center  as  a way  to  terrorize  the 
American  population.  The  “war  on  terror- 
ism” means  war  on  blacks,  immigrants 
and  labor!  As  Bush  jigs  into  town  for  St. 
Patrick’s  Day,  those  leading  the  confer- 
ence are  doing  their  part  in  silencing  rev- 
olutionary opposition  to  racist  American 
imperialism. 

What  the  conference  organizers  find 
particularly  hard  to  swallow  is  our  oppo- 
sition to  the  Democratic  Party,  a capital- 
ist parly  of  war  and  racism  and  our  forth- 
right program  of  revolutionary  action.  It 
is  not  enough  to  criticize  Bush.  That’s 
easy.  It  was  the  Clinton  administration 
that  axed  welfare  and  threw  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  single  mothers  out  onto  the 
streets,  that  incarcerated  more  people 
than  any  other  administration  before  them 
and  that  filled  the  streets  with  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  additional  cops  to  terror- 
ize the  ghettos  and  barrios.  The  Republi- 
cans are  the  party  of  repression,  the 
Democrats  of  hypocrisy.  What  is  needed 
to  even  begin  to  address  the  genuine  lib- 
eration of  women,  blacks  and  all  the 
oppressed  is  the  fight  against  the  capital- 
ist system.  We  need  our  own  party,  a mul- 
tiracial, revolutionary  workers  party  to 
fight  for  a workers  government.  Capital- 
ism cannot  be  reformed  into  a just  society. 
Imperialism  is  not  an  administrative  pol- 
icy subject  to  pressure.  The  feminist  or- 
ganizers of  this  conference  feel  “unsafe" 
because  we  expose  their  support  to  capi- 
talism. expressed  in  the  pipe  dream  that 
the  imperialists  can  be  pressured  into  act- 
ing in  the  interests  of  the  oppressed. 
Bourgeois  feminism  obscures  the  main 
division  in  society,  which  is  the  division 
between  the  proletariat  and  the  bour- 
geoisie not  men  versus  women.  Sorry, 
but  “woman  of  color"  Condoleezza  Rice, 
helping  to  carry  out  the  brutal  war  against 
Afghanistan  is  not  our  sister.  We  seek  to 
mobilize  our  class  brothers  and  sisters  in 
the  fight  for  women’s  liberation  through 
socialist  revolution.  Not  until  we  build  an 
egalitarian,  socialist  society  can  you  even 
begin  to  truly  lay  the  materialist  basis  for 
the  liberation  of  women. 

The  same  is  true  for  the  brutal  oppres- 


sion of  blacks  in  this  country — the  bed- 
rock of  American  capitalism.  Segregated 
at  the  bottom  of  society,  blacks  are  inte- 
grated at  the  point  of  production  and 
are  fated  to  play  a strategic  role  in  lead- 
ing the  American  working  class  on 
behalf  of  all  the  oppressed.  Oppression 
cannot  be  compartmentalized  into  “sec- 
tors." and  to  do  so  only  plays  into  the 
hands  of  the  bourgeoisie.  Every  attempt 
to  separate  these  specially  oppressed 
groups  from  their  economic  roots  leads 
to  reliance  on  the  class  enemy  in  the 
form  of  the  Democrats  and  the  capitalist 
slate.  They  preach  "separate  but  safe." 
We  seek  to  unite  all  the  oppressed  under 
the  common  banner  of  revolutionary 
Trotskyism.  The  real  question  at  hand  is 
how  to  gel  rid  of  the  system  that  breeds 
oppression,  the  capitalist  system,  and 
mobilize  the  social  power  of  the  working 
class.  Black  Liberation  Through  Social- 
ist Revolution! 

Our  demonstration  in  Oakland  on  Feb- 
ruary 9 gave  a taste  of  a workers  party  in 
action.  This  was  the  first  time  anywhere 
that  organized  labor  was  mobilized  to  flex 
its  muscle  in  defense  of  Its  immigrant 
brothers  and  sisters  under  the  U.S.  rulers' 
"war  on  terrorism."  Hundreds  of  union- 
ists. blacks.  Latinos  and  youth  came  out 
under  the  slogans  "Anti-Terrorist  Law.s 
Target  Immigrants,  Blacks  and  Labor'". 
“No  to  the  US A-Patriot  Act  and  Maritime 
Security  Act!”  and  "Down  With  the  Anti- 
Immigrant  Witchhunt!" 

Everything  the  working  class  and 
oppressed  have  ever  won  was  the  result 
of  militant  class  struggle.  Women  and 
blacks  will  be  a key  component  of  the 
revolutionary  leadership  of  a multiracial. 
Leninist  vanguard  party  on  the  road  to 
a socialist  future.  We  urge  those  of 
you  interested  in  Marxism  and  leading 
a fight  against  capitalism  to  check  out 
the  Trotskyist  program  of  the  Spartacist 
League/Spariacus  Youth  Club.  Join  us— 
we  have  a world  to  win!  Women’s  Liber- 
ation Through  Socialist  Revolution! 
Down  With  the  Anti-Communist  Expul- 
sion! Subscribe  to  Workers  Vanguard, 
the  paper  they  don’t  want  you  to  read’i 


Women  workers  demonstrate  In  Petrograd,  19  March  1917,  Banner  reads,  "As 
Long  as  the  Woman  Is  a Slave  There  Can’t  Be  Feedom — Long  Live  Women's 
Equality."  After  working  class  took  state  power  in  October,  Bolsheviks  moved 
rapidly  on  pledge  of  full  social  equality  for  women. 
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Columbia  University 

Dinesh  D’Souza,  slavery  apologist  and 
all-purpose  Reaganiie  pig.  appeared  at 
Columbia  University’s  Law  School  on 
February  27  to  push  U.S.  imperialism’s 
"war  on  terrorism”  in  a speech  titled 
"Why  They  Hate  Us:  America  and 
Its  Enemies.”  To  refute  the  racist,  pro- 
imperialist filth  he  spews,  the  Spartacus 
Youth  Club  called  for  a united-front 
protest  outside  the  Law  School  based  on 
the  demands:  "Protest  Dinesh  D'Souza, 
Racist  Ideologue  of  U.S.  Imperialism! 
U.S.IUNINATO  Out  of  Afghanistan. 
Central  Asia,  the  Persian  Gulf  and  the 
Near  East!  Down  With  the  Racist  Anti- 
Immigrant  Witchhunt!  Defend  Black 
Rights!" 

The  SYC  built  for  the  protest  on  cam- 
pus and  in  work  throughout  the  city. 
Campus  activists  and  student  organiza- 
tions, including  the  president  of  Liga  Fil- 
ipina  at  Columbia  University  and  the 
African  Student  Union  of  Hunter  College, 
professors  and  left  groups  endorsed  our 
united-front  call.  Notable  for  its  refusal  to 
endorse  was  the  International  Socialist 
Organization  (ISO),  whose  actions  during 
this  campaign  are  a case  study  in  oppor- 
tunist accommodation  to  liberalism. 

At  a protest  organizing  meeting  it  had 
called,  the  ISO  ludicrously  objected  to 
the  inclusion  of  anti-imperialist  slogans 
among  the  united-front  demands  we  put 
forward  because  this  would  “raise  the 
bar  too  high,”  frightening  away  liberals 
who  might  oppose  D’Souza  but  not 
the  imperialist  slaughter  that  he  cheers. 
This  might  seem  strange  to  those  who 
heard  an  ISO  spokesman  at  a February 
20  speakout  at  Columbia  state.  “1  think 
It’s  really  important  that  everyone  who’s 
interested  in  fighting  racism  fight  the  war 
abroad  because  that’s  a war  allowing 
racist  attacks.”  The  D’Souza  protest  leaf- 
lets that  ISO  members  did  distribute 
failed  to  raise  any  slogan  against  U.S. 
imperialism,  even  though  this  was  the 
topic  of  D’Souza’s  speech! 

In  its  press,  the  ISO  can  pontificate  on 
"Whx  we  oppose  all  U.S.  interventions” 
[Socialist  Worker,  2 November  2001 ),  but 
on  the  ground  the  ISO  "fights”  against  the 
war  in  Afghanistan  by  building  liberal 
"peace”  coalitions  that  aim  to  pressure 
the  imperialists  to  be  kinder  and  gentler. 
For  example,  the  ISO  endorsed  the  April 
20  "Stop  the  War”  march  on  Washington. 
This  mobilization  centrally  calls  for  "a 
U.S.  foreign  policy  based  upon  social  and 
economic  justice,  not  military  and  corpo- 
rate oppression.”  a demand  premised  on 
the  deadly  illusion  that  the  racist  Ameri- 
can ruling  class  can  act  in  the  interests  of 
workers  and  the  oppressed. 

Our  protest,  exposing  the  vile  bigot 
D’Souza,  was  also  aimed  at  winning  stu- 
dents to  the  understanding  that  only  inter- 
national workers  revolution  can  end  racist 
oppression,  class  exploitation  and  imperi- 
alist war.  The  very  purpose  of  a united 
front  is  to  mobilize  in  common  action 
around  specific  demands,  while  each  or- 
ganization puts  forward  its  own  political 
program.  Such  political  debate  advances 


the  development  of  revolutionary  con- 
sciousness. Fear  of  confronting  commu- 
nists politically  is  exactly  why  the 
reformist  ISO  tries  routinely  to  exclude 
the  SYC  from  their  "public”  events. 

Clearly,  the  ISO  was  bothered  by 
the  widespread  attention  and  support 
accorded  our  campaign  against  D’Souza, 
Showing  they  fell  pressure  from  our  crit- 
icism of  their  dive  on  the  war.  the  ISO 
came  to  our  protest  with  slogans  that  took 
up  imperialism:  “D’Souza’s  racism  feeds 
the  war  machine”  and  “The  D’Souza 
agenda:  racism,  imperialism,  war.”  These 
slogans  sound  rather  more  militant  than 
the  ISO’s  perennial  call  for  “Money  for 
jobs,  not  for  war,”  which  treats  imperial- 
ist wars  as  some  kind  of  aberration  or 
excess  that  the  capitalist  system  could 
choose  to  eliminate  in  favor  of  other, 
more  humane  "priorities.”  The  ISO  con- 
tingent briefly  joined  the  demonstration, 
but  fled  when  we  chanted:  "1.  2.  3,  4 — 
Time  to  finish  the  Civil  War!  5.  6,  7.  8 — 
Forward  to  a workers  stale!” 

The  ISO’s  gyrations  over  our  D’Souza 
protest  are  a measure  of  the  contradiction 
this  group  faces  when  they  seek  to  pos- 
ture as  opponents  of  American  imperial- 
ism. The  ISO’s  staunch  anti-communism 
led  them  to  line  up  in  the  first  place  on  the 
same  side  as  D’Souza  in  openly  support- 
ing the  CIA-backed  mujahedin  cutthroats 
as  “freedom  fighters”  against  the  Red 
Army  in  1980s  Afghanistan.  Later,  the 
ISO  would  declare  they  “welcome  the 
defeat  of  the  Russians  in  Afghanistan” 
(Socialist  Worker.  May  1988). 

In  contrast,  we  hailed  the  Soviet  mili- 
tary intervention,  which  represented  the 


only  hope  for  emancipation  of  the  hid- 
eously oppressed  women  of  Afghanistan. 
This  action  by  the  Moscow  Stalinists  was 
one  of  their  few  truly  progressive  acts, 
both  as  a basic  measure  in  defense  of  the 
homeland  of  the  October  Revolution  and 
as  the  first  step  to  extending  the  gains  of 
the  USSR’s  planned,  collectivized  econ- 
omy to  the  Afghan  peoples.  Despite  gross 
mismanagement  by  the  repressive  Stalin- 
ist regime,  collectivized  property  and  the 
planned  economy  were  the  material  basis 


for  guarantees  of  full  employment  and 
social  benefits  for  the  whole  of  the  work- 
ing people. 

Opposition  to  imperialism  means 
defending  those  gains  the  international 
working  class  already  has  made.  The  Sta- 
linist bureaucratic  caste  sitting  atop  the 
workers  state  sabotaged  that  defense  by 
conciliating  imperialism  but  was  con- 
strained in  its  actions  by  its  mortal  fear  of 
the  proletariat.  We  Trotskyists  fought 
politically,  to  the  limits  of  our  small 
forces,  to  rally  the  working  class  of  the 
former  USSR  and  East  Europe  to  defend 
the  social  gains  embodied  in  these  stales, 
to  rise  in  political  revolutions  to  oust  the 
sellout  Stalinists  who  declared  "commu- 
nism has  failed”  and  in  the  end  handed 
power  back  to  the  imperialists.  Today,  we 
defend  the  remaining  deformed  workers 
states  of  Cuba.  China.  North  Korea  and 
Vietnam  against  imperialist  attacks  and 
internal  counterrevolutionary  forces. 

The  ISO  (and  many  others)  proved  to 
be  "Cold  War  socialists.”  Alongside  the 
U.S.  State  Department,  they  rode  the 
coattails  of  reactionary  forces,  like  Soli- 
darno^d  in  Poland  and  the  Afghan  muja- 
hedin. that  tried  and  ultimately  did  suc- 
ceed in  fomenting  counterrevolution  in 
East  Europe  and  the  Soviet  Union.  That 
the  ISO  is  not  now  in  a hurry  to  boast  of 
its  contributions  to  this  outcome  testifies 
to  the  devastating  effects  of  counterrevo- 
lution: massive  impoverishment  of  the 
working  class,  hideous  “ethnic  cleans- 
ing,” frontal  assaults  on  the  rights  of 
women,  wholesale  destruction  of  basic 
health  care  and  public  education. 

We  stand  in  the  tradition  of  the  October 
1917  Russian  Revolution,  in  which  the 
working  class,  led  by  the  Bolshevik  Parly, 
amid  the  bloody  chaos  of  imperialist  war 
look  stale  power  away  from  the  capitalist 
class  and  established  its  own  class  rule. 
Today,  we  fight  to  break  the  grip  of  the 
imperialist  system  around  the  globe  once 
and  for  all  as  we  seek  in  struggle  to 
cohere  a worldwide  revolutionary  party  to 
lead  new  October  Revolutions.! 
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Alternate  Saturdays,  2 p.m. 
April  6:  Revolutionary  Opposition 
to  Imperialism 

1634  Telegraph.  3rd  Floor.  Oakland 
Information  and  readings:  (510)  839-0051 


LOS  ANGELES 


Alternate  Saturdays,  2 p.m. 

April  6:  The  Fight  for  a 
Revolutionary  Workers  Party 

April  20:  The  Russian  Revolution 
Betrayed  and  the  Struggle  of 
the  Left  Opposition 
3806  Beverly  Blvd.,  Suite  215 
Information  and  readings:  (213)  380-8239 
slsycla@cs.com 


CHICAGO 


Alternate  Tuesdays,  6 p.m. 

April  9:  Finish  the  Civil  War! 
Black  Liberation  Through 
Socialist  Revolution! 
University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago 
104  Stevenson  Halt.  701  South  Morgan  St. 
Information  and  readings:  (312)  563-0441 
spar1acist@iname.com 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Alternate  Tuesdays,  7 p.m. 

April  9:  Defend  China  Against 
Imperialism,  Counterrevolution! 
For  Workers  Political  Revolution! 
Columbia  University  (ii6th  and  Broadway) 
Hamilton  Hall.  Room  306 
Information  and  readings;  (212)  267-1025 
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Harvard  Protest 
Against  Racist  Ideologue 


The  united-front  picket  against  rac- 
ist ideologue  David  Horowitz,  a co- 
hort of  Dinesh  D'Souza,  initiated  by 
the  Boston  Spartacus  Youth  Club  at 
Harvard  University  on  March  14.  was 
joined  by  some  20  people.  The  pro- 
testers. including  individuals  from  the 
Black  Men’s  Forum  and  the  Harvard 
Living  Wage  campaign  and  two  mem- 
bers of  Progressive  Labor,  mobilized 
outside  Horowitz’s  speech  at  the  Sci- 
ence Center  under  the  demands: 
"Protest  David  Horowitz.  Racist  Ideo- 
logue for  U.S.  Imperialism!  Defend 
Black  Rights!  Down  With  the  Anti- 
Immigrant  Witchhunt!  U.S.  and  All 
Imperialist  Troops  Out  of  Afghanistan 
and  Central  Asia!" 

The  SYC’s  cal)  for  the  protest 
sparked  widespread  debate  on  cam- 
pus. especially  among  black  students, 
which  escalated  when  Horowitz  look 
out  a paid  ad  in  the  Harvard  Crimson 


on  March  1 1 with  the  outrageously 
racist  title:  “Harvard  U;  No  Republi- 
cans Or  Conservatives  And  (Few) 
White  Christians  Need  Apply.”  This 
revolting  screed  echoed  Horow'itz’s 
grotesque  claims  from  his  campus  lour 
last  year  that  blacks  actually  benefited 
from  slavery  and  that  racism  no  longer 
exists  (except  against  "Whitey”). 

Horowitz’s  current  speaking  tour  is 
part  of  a calculated  provocation,  a 
neo-McCarthyite  campaign  by  right- 
wing  organizations  to  witchhunt  all 
those  who  oppose  U.S.  imperialism’s 
war  on  Afghanistan.  By  exercising  our 
right  to  free  speech  and  defending  the 
targets  of  his  vicious  "fifth  column” 
terrorist-baiting,  the  SYC  led  a mili- 
tant, organized  protest  that  politically 
refuted  Horowitz’s  right-wing  garbage 
and  sought  to  win  youth  to  the  cause 
of  black  freedom  through  socialist 
revolution. 
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September  2001: 
LTF  protests 
imperialist 
intervention  in 
Afghanistan.  Sign  at 
right  reads:  “Down 
With  Vigipirate!  Full 
Citizenship  Rights 
for  All  Immigrants!” 


France... 

(continued  from  page  4) 

The  LTF  reacted  immediately  after  Sep- 
tember 1 1 by  opposing  domestic  repres- 
sion and  upcoming  imperialist  "reprisals." 
In  a 1 3 September  leaflet  we  denounced 
the  implementation  of  reinforced  Vigipi- 
rate. When  the  war  against  Afghanistan 
broke  out  we  called  for  breaking  the  reac- 
tionary and  racist  national  unity  and  for 
class  struggle  at  home  against  the  capital- 
ists and  their  government.  We  defended 
Afghanistan  against  imperialist  attack 
and  today  we  say:  U.S.IFrenchlUN  troops 
out  of  Afghanistan!  The  anti-woman  reac- 
tionaries of  the  Taliban  were  from  the 
beginning  the  proteges  of  imperialism;  in 
1979  we  hailed  the  Soviet  intervention 
against  the  fundamentalist  mujahedin, 
because  the  Soviet  intervention  opened  up 
a real  po.ssibility  of  liberation  for  the  op- 
pressed masses  of  Afghanistan,  especially 
the  women.  In  contrast,  our  opponents 
enlisted  in  the  anti-Soviet  Cold  War  cam- 
paign, with  LO  going  so  far  as  to  charac- 
terize the  Soviet  intervention  in  headlines 
as  “Russia’s  Vietnam.”  thus  putting  it  on 
the  same  plane  as  the  bloody  war  lost  by 
the  French  and  American  imperialists. 

One  strike  here  against  imperialism, 
against  Vigipirate  and  in  defense  of  the 
population  of  North  African  origin  would 
have  more  impact  than  a thousand  demon- 
strations calling  for  the  racist  French 
imperialists  to  support  the  Palestinian 
Arabs.  But  what  did  LO  say  on  Vigipi- 
rate? Nothing.  Not  a word  in  their  press 
for  six  months.  When  we  queried  Arlette 
Laguiller  about  it  recently,  far  from  say- 
ing that  she  opposed  Vigipirate.  she  tried 
to  minimize  Vigipirate  by  saying  that  this 
was  the  “normal”  functioning  of  capital- 
ism. As  Trotskyists  we  fight  against  “nor- 
mal” police  terror,  while  LO  minimizes  it 
to  justify  its  economist  refusal  to  mobi- 
lize the  working  class  against  this  cop  ter- 
ror. Beneath  its  silence  LO  hides  a capit- 
ulation to  the  special  powers  of  the 
capitalist  state  represented  by  Vigipirate. 
the  Law  on  Daily  Security  and  the  “anti- 
terrorist” agreement  of  the  European 
Union.  Try  telling  the  youth  in  the  han- 
lieues  that  nothing  changed  for  them  after 
September  1 1 ! Try  telling  it  to  the  undoc- 
umented immigrants,  for  whom  deporta- 
tions have  increased  by  at  least  30  per- 
cent! All  those  who  would  really  want  to 
fight  for  the  interests  of  workers  and  op- 
pressed peoples  must  oppose  this  grow- 
ing terror  and  racist  state  repression.  All 
these  “anti-terrorist”  measures  ultimately 
target  and  serve  to  intimidate  the  working 
class,  which  is  fed  up  with  layoffs,  privat- 
izations, threats  to  pensions,  speedup,  etc. 

Cops  Are  Not  Workers  in 
Uniform  but  the  Watchdogs  of 
Capitalist  Order 

While  being  silent  on  Vigipirate,  LO 
enthusiastically  and  promptly  stated  its 
solidarity  with  the  police  "strikes”  last 
fall.  These  were  reactionary  strikes 


against  the  Guigou  law  on  presumption  of 
innocence.  As  we  noted  in  our  polemic 
against  LO  on  this  subject  {Le  Bolchevik 
No.  158.  Winter  2001-2002): 

"LO  explains:  ’the  police,  but  also  the 
gendarmes,  carry  out  functions  that  are 
useful  to  society  as  a whole,  by  doing 
security  tasks  that  are  necessary  to  col- 
lective life,  for  lousy  wages'  {Lutie 
Ouvriere.  7 December  2001).  One  would 
think  we  are  in  a scene  from  ‘Cordier. 
Judge  and  Cop’  [TV  show]!  The  ‘useful- 
ness’ of  the  cops  is  to  attack  picket  lines, 
terrorize  youth  of  immigrant  origin  in 
the  banlicues  and  hunt  down  the  undocu- 
mented immigrants.  What  ‘usefulness’ 
can  the  mortal  enemies  of  the  workers 
movement  have  except  to  guarantee  cap- 
italist ‘security’  and  private  property?” 

In  response  to  our  arguments  on  this 
question,  Arlette  Laguiller  in  her  forum.s 
in  Le  Havre  and  Creil  claimed  that  LO's 
support  to  the  police  was  a Bolshevik 
lactic  straight  out  of  the  Russian  Revolu- 
tion of  1917.  She  maternalistically  ad- 
vised us  to  re-read  Trotsky’s  History  of 
the  Russian  Revolution.  What  chutzpah! 
It  is  in  this  book  in  particular  that  Trotsky 
explains  the  difference  between  the  army 
and  the  cops,  during  the  February  1917 
revolution: 

“Toward  the  police  the  crowd  showed 
ferocious  hatred.  They  routed  the  mount- 
ed police  with  whistles,  stones  and  pieces 
of  ice.  In  a totally  different  way  the 
workers  approached  the  soldiers....  The 
police  are  fierce,  implacable,  hated  and 
haling  foes.  To  win  them  over  is  out  of  the 
question." 

And  in  What  Next?  (1932).  Trotsky 
added;  “Consciousness  is  determined  by 
environment  even  in  this  instance.  The 
worker  who  becomes  a policeman  in  the 
service  of  the  capitalist  slate,  is  a bour- 
geois cop.  not  a worker.”  The  LTF  says; 
Cops  out  of  the  unions!  LO.  on  the  other 
hand,  in  their  election  propaganda,  prom- 
ises cops  bulletproof  vests.  If  LO  wants 
to  improve  their  working  conditions,  will 
LO  also  demand  automatic  rifles  next 
time?  Are  they  courting  the  police  in  the 
hope  that  the  cops  will  vote  for  Arlette? 

Another  aspect  of  LO’s  fundamental 


revisionism  on  the  question  of  the  slate  is 
that  they  accept  money  from  this  very 
bourgeois  state  that  they  claim  they  want 
to  destroy  (in  small  type).  In  her  forum  at 
Creil,  Laguiller  said  she  would  accept 
money  from  Genevidve  de  Fontenay 
who  organizes  the  Miss  France  beauty 
pageant,  since  that  money  would  be 
deducted  from  the  subsidy  LO  gets  from 
the  state  for  the  elections.  And  that  is  a 
considerable  amount.  According  to  Le 
Monde,  LO’s  electoral  budget  for  the 
presidential  elections  only,  for  which  they 
expect  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  state,  is  12 
million  francs.  This  is  the  equivalent  of 
their  members’  dues  for  two  and  a half 
years,  according  to  the  detailed  account 
they  send  to  the  Minister  of  the  Interior 
(see  for  example  the  Ojficial  Journal  of 
the  French  Republic,  9 November  2000). 
They  claim  to  oppose  Jospin  but  accept 
his  money!  He  who  pays  the  piper  calls 
the  tune! 

The  Struggle  Against  Racist 
Oppression  Is  Central  in  the 
Struggle  Against  Capitalism 

In  her  electoral  speeches  Arlette 
Laguiller  stated  that  she  stands  for  social 
and  political  rights  for  the  undocumented 
workers  and  immigrant  workers  in 
France.  Very  well.  V/e  say:  Full  citizen- 
ship rights  for  all  immigrants  and  their 
families!  We  fight  for  this  in  the  frame- 
work of  our  revolutionary  perspective. 
Papers  for  everyone  is  a basic  democratic 
right  which  must  be  fought  for.  but  this 
must  be  broadened  into  a fight  against  the 
systematic  racism  which  is  rooted  in  the 
functioning  of  the  capitalist  system,  orig- 
inating in  the  French  colonial  domination 
of  North  Africa  and  its  consequences.  But 
for  LO  the  cause  of  the  undocumented 
immigrants  is  simply  a question  of  dem- 
ocratic rights  that  their  dear  Republican 
France  must  grant.  For  us  it  is  a question 
of  addressing  the  systematic  racial  dis- 
crimination and  segregation  of  the  North 
Africans  as  manifested  in  chronic,  astro- 
nomical unemployment  in  the  ghettos, 
racial  discrimination  in  hiring,  jobs  and 
housing,  lack  of  schools  and  social  ser- 
vices. and  the  whole  legal  system  of 
“justice"  with  its  police  and  courts  who 
kill  and  jail  dark-skinned  immigrants  and 
their  children.  It  is  the  capitalist  system 
itself  that  is  at  issue.  What  is  necessary 
is  to  forge  a real  Bolshevik  party  to  lead 
the  proletariat  in  a struggle  to  defend  all 
the  oppressed  against  the  capitalist  sys- 
tem. a Leninist  party  that  will  be  a tribune 
of  the  people,  denouncing  all  forms  of 
oppression. 

As  long  as  “French”  workers  accept 
the  oppression  of  their  dark-skinned  class 
brothers,  they  will  not  be  able  to  fight 
for  their  own  historic  interests.  Racist 
oppression  is  at  the  heart  of  the  French 
bourgeoisie’s  policies  to  divide  and 
weaken  the  multiethnic  working  class  and 
maintain  its  own  rule.  Workers  of  North 
African.  African,  Caribbean  and  other 
origin  continue  to  be  integrated  in  indus- 
try. particularly  in  private  industry  like 
automobile  and  construction,  where  they 
play  a crucial  role.  Far  from  being  only 
victims,"  workers  of  immigrant  ori- 
gin have  key  social  power  for  revolution 


here,  and  also  represent  a living  bridge 
toward  revolution  in  their  countries  of 
origin. 

Here  again.  LO’s  speeches  on  immi- 
grant  rights  and  their  participation  in 
demonstrations  for  undocumented  immi- 
grants  are  nullified  by  their  silence  on 
Vigipirate  and  their  support  to  the  cop 
mobilizations.  Indifference  to  racial  op- 
pression is  the  direct  consequence  of  a 
perspective  of  class  collaboration.  The 
fundamental  method  of  reformists  is  to 
look  for  allies  in  one  or  another  sector  of 
“their”  national  bourgeoisie.  In  any  case 
they  are  not  looking  for  allies  among  the 
layers  of  the  working  class  who  are  vic- 
tims of  special  oppression. 

Reforms  or  Revolution? 

It  is  striking  that  in  Laguiller’s  elec- 
toral speeches  and  in  her  recent  book. 
Mon  communisme  [My  Communism]  she 
never  talks  about  workers  revolution.  Her 
whole  program  can  be  summed  up  as  a 
series  of  measures  that  the  government 
(of  the  left  or  of  the  right,  but  in  any  case 
capitalist)  should  take  under  the  pressure 
of  the  workers.  Her  most  famous  slogan 
is  to  ban  layoffs  in  companies  making 
profits.  This  demand  openly  accepts  the 
notion  that  capitalism  could  be  rational, 
although  as  any  Marxist  knows  it  is  a 
profit-driven  system  driving  to  reduce 
wages  and  impoverish  the  proletariat,  a 
system  which  leads  to  periodic  crises  of 
“overproduction.”  i.e.,  mass  unemploy- 
ment. Capitalists  resort  to  what  Marx 
called  "the  reserve  army  of  the  unem- 
ployed” as  a weapon  against  the  workers 
movement  and  to  drive  wages  down. 

Against  the  reformist  illusions  sowed 
by  LO  in  the  capitalist  state  we  demand 
A sliding  scale  of  wages  and  working 
hours!  All  the  work  on  hand  should  be 
divided  among  all  existing  workers  with- 
out any  reduction  in  wages!  Organize  the 
unorganized  in  unions!  For  professional 
training  organized  by  the  unions  for 
oppressed  youth  and  oppressed  minor- 
ities! In  fact,  demands  such  as  these 
would  mean  extraparliamentary  class 
struggle  with  factory  occupations  and 
establishment  of  factory  committees.  As 
Trotsky  said  in  the  Transitional  Program 
(1938): 

■’■Realizability’  or  ‘unrealizabilily’  is  in 
the  given  instance  a question  of  relation- 
ship of  force.s,  which  can  be  decided 
only  by  the  struggle.  By  means  of  this 
struggle,  no  matter  what  its  immediate 
practical  successes  may  be.  the  workers 
will  best  come  to  understand  the  neces- 
sity of  liquidating  capitalist  slavery.” 

To  "Always  Side  with  the 
Workers”  It  Is  Necessary  to 
Break  with  the  Racist  Policies 
of  the  Government! 

LO’s  positions  on  special  oppression 
have  been  poisonou.s  for  a long  lime.  With 
their  bourgeois  moralism  they  excluded 
the  ACT-UP  group  from  their  fete  in 
1992,  a typically  homophobic  action. 
They  line  up  with  the  slate  against  youth 
by  opposing  legalization  of  cannabis,  a 
question  which  is  used  as  a pretext  for 
racist  repression  in  the  banlieues.  They 
are  indifferent  to  the  fascist  danger  repre- 
sented by  Le  Pen  and  the  National  Front; 
on  February  4 Laguiller  participated  in  a 
televised  debate  with  Le  Pen.  thereby 
contributing  to  legitimizing  his  calls  for 
racist  murder,  as  if  these  were  ideas  one 
might  "discuss.” 

There  are  limes  when  such  questions 
are  in  the  center  of  political  debate.  Today 
Vigipirate  and  police  repression,  espe- 
cially against  hanlieue  youth,  are  at  the 
center  of  French  politics.  Before  the  1981 
presidential  elections,  we  considered  giv- 
ing PCF  candidate  Georges  Marchais 
critical  support  because  at  that  lime  the 
Union  of  the  Left  had  collapsed  and 
Marchais  was  running  alone  against  the 
bourgeoisie  (moreover,  he  was  refusing 
to  condemn  the  Soviet  intervention  in 
Afghanistan).  So  a vote  for  Marchais 
could  have  represented  a class  vole.  But 
when  the  PCF  attacked  a dormitory  hous- 
ing immigrant  workers  from  Mali  with  a 
bulldozer  in  Viiry-sur-Seine,  we  necessar- 
ily withdrew  our  critical  support  because 
a vote  for  Marchais  would  have  meant 
support  for  this  racist  atrocity  which  was 
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Palestinians... 

(continiti'dfrom  paf;e  /J 

people  were  stunned  by  the  Arab 
Leacue’s  refusal  even  to  allow  Arafat  to 
address  their  summit  by  phone  from  his 
Ramallah  prison.  For  all  their  lip  service 
to  the  Palestinian  cause,  the  Arab  bour- 
geois regimes  are  bloody  oppressors  of 
their  own  working  people  and  historic 
enemies  of  the  Palestinians.  Protests  in 
solidarity  with  the  Palestinians  in  Egypt. 
Jordan  and  Syria  were  suppressed  with 
police  batons,  teargas  and  water  cannons. 

In  Jordan,  the  tiny  Bedouin-derived  rul- 
ing elite  lords  it  over  a population  that  is 
majority  Palestinian,  while  in  Lebanon 
and  elsewhere  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
“stateless”  Palestinians  have  languished 
in  squalid  refugee  camps  for  three  gener- 
ations. denied  even  the  right  to  work. 

The  inherently  oppressive  Zionist 
bourgeois  stale  must  and  can  only  be 
swept  away  from  within,  through  a prole- 
tarian revolution  uniting  Palestinian  and 
Hebrew-speaking  workers  against  the 
common  class  enemy.  But  social  and 
national  emancipation  for  the  Palestinian 
Arab  people  requires  as  well  the  over- 
throw of  the  bourgeois  order  in  Jordan. 
Egypt  and  the  other  Arab  countries.  In  the 
struggle  to  forge  the  revolutionary  inter- 
nationalist workers  parties  needed  to  fight 
fora  socialist  federation  of  the  Near  East, 
the  Hebrew-speaking  proletariat  must  be 
broken  from  the  reactionary  chauvinism 
of  the  Israeli  rulers  and  won  to  the 
defense  of  the  Palestinians,  and  the  Pales- 
tinians and  other  Arab  workers  must  be 
broken  from  petty-bourgeois  nationalism 
and  Mamie  fundamentalism. 

* * * 

The  following  siatemcnt  of  the  Sparta- 
cisi  League/U.S.  wa.v  issued  on  March  30. 

The  international  working  class  must 
urgently  rally  to  the  defense  of  the  Pales- 
tinian people  against  the  Zionist  military 
terror  machine.  Seizing  on  the  killing  of 
22  innocent  Israeli  civilians  at  a Passover 
Seder  in  the  working-class  town  of 
Neianya  by  a Hamas  suicide  bomber — a 
criminal  attack  worthy  of  the  murderous 
nationalist  mindset  of  the  ZiOrtist  rul- 
ers— Israeli  prime  ministef  Sharon  un- 
leashed hundreds  of  troops,  dozens  of 
tanks,  and  helicopters  in  an  assault  on 
Palestinian  Authority  headquarters  in 
Ramallah.  where  Yasir  Arafat  has  been 
confined  since  December.  After  a fierce 
firefighl.  Israeli  troops  occupied  Arafat’s 
compound,  forcing  the  PLO  leader  into 
almost  complete  solitary  confinement  in 
a windowless  room.  Meanwhile.  Israeli 
troops  have  made  other  incursions  into 
Palestinian  towns  throughout  the  West 
Bank. 

The  Zionists’  genocidal  impulses  were 
captured  in  the  headline  for  an  op-ed 


a pledge  given  to  the  bourgeoisie  so  that 
the  PCF  could  again  find  its  place  in  Mit- 
terrand’s popular  front. 

More  recently,  last  year  our  British 
comrades  gave  critical  support  to  the 
Socialist  Labour  Party  (SLP)  of  Arthur 
Scargill.  This  was  the  only  party  openly 
campaigning  against  any  support  to 
Blair's  Labour  Party  governing  British 
imperialism.  (The  misnamed  Socialist 
Alliance,  supported  by.  among  others,  the 
British  co-thinkers  of  LO — Workers 
Fight— and  of  the  LCR.  called  for  voting 
Labour  wherever  the  Socialist  Alliance 
was  not  themselves  running.)  Our  com- 
rades distributed  the  SLP’s  election  prop- 
aganda door  to  door  and  on  the  street, 
calling  for  a vole  to  the  SLP.  while  inter- 
vening in  the  SLP’s  public  election  meet- 
ings to  polemicize  against  ScargilFs  nar- 
row national  reformism  and  Stalinism. 

We  are  not  anarchists  who  refuse  on 
principle  to  consider  participating  in  elec- 
tions; in  this  way  the  anarchists  evade  the 
fight  against  workers’  parliameniarisl 
illusions,  thereby  abandoning  the  workers 
to  Jospin.  Hue  and  Laguiller.  At  the  Creil 
meeting  Arletie  Laguiller  told  us  that  we 
had  a contradiction  because  we  consid- 


picce by  former  prime  minister  Benjamin 
Netanyahu  in  the  29  March  Jerusalem 
Post:  "End  Game."  Sharon  has  called  up 
more  than  20.000  reservists  for  active 
duly  in  the  Occupied  Territories.  Taking 
aim  .at  the  Palestinian  Authority,  which 
was  created  by  the  sham  Oslo  “peace" 
accords  in  order  to  police  the  Palestinian 
ghettos  for  the  Zionist  rulers,  Sharon’s 
bloody  incursion  into  Ramallah  could 
very  well  be  a first  step  toward  a complete 
Israeli  re-occupation  of  the  entire  West 
Bank  and  Gaza  Strip.  The  logic  of  reac- 
tionary Zionist  nationalism  has  always 
been  equivalent  to  Hiller’s  lebensraum 
("living  space"),  i .e.,  the  clearing  of  areas 
occupied  by  Israel  of  all  Palestinians,  The 
fascislic  settlers,  armed  to  the  teeth,  are 
the  advance  guard  of  this  policy.  The 
Spariacist  League  stands  in  defense  of  the 
Palestinian  people  against  the  Zionist 


occupiers!  All  Israeli  troops  and  settlers 
out  of  the  Occupied  Territories  now! 

The  response  of  Palestinian  spokes- 
men to  this  desperate  situation  has  been 
to.pfiount  impotent  appeals  to  everyone 
from  the  Arab  bourgeois  regimes  to  the 
United  Nations,  the  European  Union  and 
the  U.S.  imperialists  to  rein  in  the  Zionist 
butchers.  In  building  for  today’s  nation- 
wide demonstrations  in  support  of  Pales- 
tinian rights,  the  American-Arab  Ami- 
Discriminalion  Committee  makes  a direct 
appeal  to  the  Bush  administration  to  "be 
actively  engaged  in  the  full  implementa- 
tion of  International  Law  and  UN  Reso- 
lutions calling  for  an  end  of  the  Israeli 
Occupation  and  self-determination  for 
'the  Palestinian  people.”  It  is  a measure  ot 
the  utter  bankruptcy  of  any  nationalist 
solution  to  the  plight  of  the  Palestinians 
to  appeal  to  the  U.S.  imperialists  who 
have  bankrolled  and  armed  Israel  to  the 
hilt  and  who.  at  home,  are  rounding  up 


ered  giving  LO  critical  support  if  they 
would  oppose  Vigipirate  while  at  the 
same  time  characterizing  LO  as  refor- 
mist. If  the  condition  for  critical  support 
was  having  a revolutionary  program,  we 
wouldn’t  be  able  to  support  anyone  unless 
we  could  immediately  fuse  with  them!  It 
may  be  appropriate  to  give  critical  sup- 
port to  a reformist  parly  when  that  party 
is  running  independently  of  and  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  bourgeois  parlies  and  bour- 
geois formations  (which  includes  pop- 
ular fronts).  Critical  support  allows  a 
Leninist  organization  to  solidarize  with 
porkers  who  want  to  draw  a class  line, 
while  showing  these  workers  the  crucial 
difference  between  a revolutionary  pro- 
gram and  a reformist  program.  Such  a 
tactic  can  raise  the  consciousness  of  the 
working  class  toward  a communist  under- 
standing of  its  historic  task  of  overthrow- 
ing capitalism— a task  to  which  refor- 
mism is  an  obstacle. 

In  spite  of  its  call  to  oppose  the  govern- 
ment. LO  finds  itself  tailing  Jospin  and 
Chirac  when  it  capitulates  to  the  climate 
of  racist  hysteria  they  fuel  and  which 
dominates  the  political  life  of  this  coun- 
try. So  long  as  LO  does  not  oppose  Vigi- 


and  detaining  hundreds  of  Arab  and 
Muslim  immigrants  as  part  of  the  "war 
on  terror." 

It  is  widely  recognized  that  Bush's 
recent  turn  to  a diplomatic  solution  is 
purely  in  the  service  of  a massive  U.S. 
attack  on  Iraq.  The  latest  Israeli  attacks 
come  in  the  wake  of  the  Arab  League 
meeting  which  opposed  any  U.S.  attack 
on  Iraq. 

The  United  Nations  is  hardly  an  "alter- 
native." It  was  the  UN  that  ratified  the 
very  foundation  of  the  state  of  Israel; 
whose  troops  oversaw  the  disarming  of 
Palestinian  militants  who  were  then 
slaughtered  at  the  hands  of  fascislic  Leb- 
anese militias  mobilized  by  Sharon  at 
Sabra  and  Shaiila  in  1982;  and  which  has 
sanctioned  the  more  than  decade-long 
starvation  blockade  of  Iraq  (hat  has  killed 
over  one  million  people.  As  for  the  Euro- 


pean powers,  their  current  objections 
to  Israeli  and  U.S.  policies  are  simply 
in  the  service  of  trying  to  reassert  their 
own  imperialist  interests  in  the  region 
they  once  controlled.  Alt  U.SJUN/NATO 
forces  out  of  the  Near  East  now! 

While  the  Arab  League  meeting  in  Bei- 
rut passed  empty  resolutions  supposedly 
in  defense  of  the  Palestinians,  the  policy 
of  the  Arab  regimes  has  always  been  to 
suppress  Palestinian  refugees  in  their 
countries.  In  1970,  some  10.000  Palestin- 
ian militants  were  slaughtered  by  the  Jor- 
danian monarchy  in  the  "Black  Septem- 
ber" massacre.  In  fact,  such  support  that 
exists  for  the  Palestinian  "right  of  return” 
by  these  regimes  is  aimed  at  driving  the 
Palestinians  out  of  these  countries.  Imme- 
diately following  the  1991  Gulf  War.  the 
Kuwaiti  regime  expelled  nearly  200.000 
Palestinian  workers  and  their  families. 

The  Zionist  occupiers  and  their  impe- 
rialist backers  have  destroyed  any  sem- 


pirate  and  the  reactionary  and  racist  cop 
mobilizations,  the  LTF  cannot  support 
LO's  campaign.  There  is  no  parly  running 
in  these  elections  presenting  a candidate 
who  represents  in  any  real  sense  the 
workers’  interests.  We  will  nevertheless 
intervene  in  this  election  campaign  fight- 


blancc  of  a livable  lilc  for  the  Palestinians 
entrapped  in  the  ghettos.  Many  feel  like 
they  have  nothing  left  to  lose  and  arc  pre- 
pared to  strap  their  bodies  with  explosives 
to  get  the  perceived  "enemy,”  which  in 
the  minds  of  anti-Semitic  outfits  like 
Hamas  includes  the  entire  Israeli  Jewish 
population.  Indeed,  the  Zionists  look  to 
these  atrocities  to  advance  their  aims.  In 
fact,  until  Sharon’s  provocative  visit  to 
Al-Aqsa  Mosque/Templc  Mount,  which 
set  off  the  current  Intifada,  the  wave  ot 
suicide  bombings  had  all  but  disappeared. 
Now.  not  just  Islamic  fanatics  but  secu- 
lar Palestinians,  including  women,  see 
no  other  option  than  to  immolate  them- 
selves and  random  others  in  suicide 
bombings.  But  such  attacks  only  serve  to 
seal  any  fissures  in  Israeli  society,  such 
as  the  recent  protests  among  Israeli  army 
reservists  and  their  supporters  against 
the  occupation,  and  drive  the  Hebrew- 
speaking population  into  the  arms  of  the 
Zionist  nationalist  madmen. 

Various  putative  leftists  such  as  the 
International  Socialist  Organization  and 
Workers  World  Party  have  called  for  a 
secular  democratic  slate  in  Israel  and 
the  Occupied  Territories.  Positing  a dem- 
ocratic solution  within  the  framework  of 
capitalism  (with  socialism  removed  to 
some  far  distant  future)  recalls  the  pro- 
gram of  the  Stalinist-led  Communist  par- 
ties in  the  region  which  posited  a "iwo- 
siage"  revolution — the  first  being  to 
install  the  local  ruling  class  in  power  sup- 
posedly to  set  the  stage  for  social- 
ist revolution.  In  reality,  this  played  out 
in  the  Communist  parlies  allying  with 
the  Arab  nationalists,  who  subsequent- 
ly massacred  the  Communists  and  their 
working-class  followers.  In  contrast. 
Trotskyists  have  always  fought  for  the 
political  independence  of  the  working 
class,  which,  as  the  tribune  of  all  the 
oppressed,  is  the  only  force  that  can  open 
the  road  to  liberation  from  imperialist 
subjugation  in  the  “Third  World." 

There  can  be  no  justice  for  the  Pales- 
tinian people  within  the  framework  of 
capitalist  rule.  On  the  contrary,  the  sys- 
tem of  private  property  and  private  own- 
ership of  the  means  of  production  neces- 
sarily contains  within  it  the  components 
of  nationalism  and  religion,  which  make 
impossible  the  settlement  of  the  conflict- 
ing national  claims  of  the  Palestinian 
Arab  and  the  Hebrew-speaking  popula- 
tions. Only  through  the  overthrow  of 
both  the  Israeli  bourgeoisie  and  all  the 
Arab  ruling  classes  can  the  right  of 
national  self-determination  for  these  peo- 
ples and  the  many  other  peoples  of  the 
region  be  equitably  realized.  This  neces- 
sarily calls  for  the  leadership  of  interna- 
tionalist Marxist  workers  parlies,  not 
least  to  t(efeat  the  intruding  foreign 
imperialisms,  particularly  the  American. 
Defend  the  Palestinian  people!  For  a 
socialist  federation  of  the  Near  East!u 


ing  to  win  the  working  class,  minorities 
and  youth  to  the  understanding  that 
they  need  a revolutionary  internationalist 
workers  party  fighting  to  unite  the  work- 
ers struggles  throughout  the  whole  world 
to  put  an  end  to  capitalist  exploitation  and 
racism  once  and  for  all.  ■ 
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Los  Angeles:  SL  contingent  at  emergency  March  30  protest  in  defense  of 
Palestinians. 
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Prisoners 
captured  by  U.S.- 
led  imperialist 
forces  in 
Afghanistan  and 
elsewhere  face 
humiliating 
treatment, 
indefinite 
detention  in  U.S. 
prison  camp 
at  Guantanamo 
Bay,  Cuba. 
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Detainees... 

(conlinued  from  page  12) 

This  underscanding  was  key  to  mobiliz- 
ing organized  labor  in  defense  of  immi- 
grants in  Oakland  on  February  9 in  a 
united-front  rally  initiated  by  the  Bay 
Area  Labor  Black  League  for  Social 
Defense  and  the  Partisan  Defense  Com- 
mittee. a social  and  legal  defense  organ- 
ization associated  with  the  Spartacist 
League.  As  the  call  for  the  protest 
explained: 

"Just  as  the  fight  for  black  freedom  is 
central  to  the  liberation  of  all  working 
people,  the  labor  movement  can  only  de- 
fend itself  if  It  defends  the  rights  of  immi- 
grants. In  this  country,  the  raw  exploi- 
tation of  labor  has  always  come  wrapped 
in  the  envelope  of  racial  and  ethnic- 
religious  hostilities  fomented  by  the  cap- 
italist rulers.  Black  oppression  is  the 
cornerstone  of  Amencan  capitalism.  But 
black  and  immigrant  workers  are  not 
helpless  victims;  they’re  a vital  compo- 
nent of  the  multiracial  working  class." 

The  February  9 Oakland  demonstration 
was  the  first  lime  in  the  U.S.  that  organ- 
ized labor  was  mobilized  in  defense  of 
immigrants  victimized  in  the  U.S.  rulers’ 
“war  on  terror.”  Several  unions  from  the 
U.S..  Canada.  Mexico  and  elsewhere 
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Spartacist  contingent  at  March  23 
demonstration  in  Brooklyn,  NY.  Sign 
in  Arabic  demands  ‘Tull  Citizenship 
Rights  for  All  Immigrants!” 

endorsed  the  rally,  including  the  powerful 
ILWU  Local  10  longshore  union  in  Oak- 
land. Since  then,  several  other  demon- 
strations in  defense  of  immigrants  have 
been  held,  including  a March  23  “NYC 
Labor  Solidarity  with  Immigrant  Detain- 
ees” rally.  The  protest  was  an  adjunct  to 
weekly  rallies  held  outside  the  Metro- 
politan Detention  Center  in  Brooklyn 
which  prominently  featured  black  Demo- 
cratic Parly  liberals  like  city  councilman 
Charles  Barron  and  Congressman  Major 
Owens.  In  a particularly  gross  expression 
of  acceptance  of  the  framework  of  the 
racist  immigration  laws  and  the  "war  on 
terror,”  participants  at  these  rallies  have 
raised  the  call  to  charge  the  detainees  or 
let  them  go! 

Significantly,  a number  of  unions  en- 
dorsed the  March  23  protest,  including 
AFSCME  District  Council  1707  and 


AFSCME  Local  1407  city  workers.  SEIU 
New  York  Slate  Council.  Mailhandlers 
Union  Local  300.  CWA  Local  1180  and 
NYC  Labor  Against  the  War.  a group  that 
includes  several  union  locals  and  olli- 
cials.  Labor  officials  who  spoke  at  the 
rally  included  Larry  Adams,  president  of 
Mailhandlers  Local  300.  and  Brenda 
Stokely.  president  of  AFSCME  Local 
215.  DC  1707. 

The  union  endorsements  and  the  pres- 
ence of  union  lops  at  the  rally  reflect  dis- 
gruntlemeni  among  the  ranks  against  the 
domestic  impact  of  the  “war  on  terror.” 
But  to  mobilize  the  multiracial  proletariat 
in  defense  of  immigrants,  black  people 
and  all  the  oppressed  requires  a con- 
scious struggle  against  the  million  and 
one  ways  the  capitalist  exploiters  foster 
the  racial  and  ethnic  antagonisms  that 
divide  the  proletariat  and  undermine  its 
fighting  strength.  This  also  requires  that 
the  working  class  be  mobilized  indepen- 
dently of  the  parties  of  capitalist  exploita- 
tion and  racist  reaction.  This  was  hardly 
the  perspective  of  the  labor  lops  at  the 
March  23  rally.  However  "progressive” 
their  veneer,  their  worldview  is  defined 
by  what  is  possible  or  "practical”  within 
the  confines  of  the  capitalist  system. 
Inevitably  this  means  a program  of  class 
collaboration  lying  the  working  class  to 
the  parlies  of  its  capitalist  class  enemy, 
particularly  the  Democrats. 

In  contrast,  in  building  for  the  Oakland 
February  9 demonstration  we  sought  to 
imbue  the  working  class  with  the  under- 
standing that  its  interests  are  irrecon- 
cilably counterposed  to  those  of  its  capi- 
talist masters,  and  that  for  labor  to  be 
mobilized  in  its  own  defense,  it  must 
actively  champion  the  defense  of  immi- 
grants. blacks  and  all  the  oppressed.  As 
the  Spartacist  League  speaker  at  the  Feb- 
ruary 9 rally  explained; 

'The  trade-union  bureaucrats  arc  the 
agents  of  the  capitalists,  and  you  can  see 
that  in  particular  by  the  role  of  the  trade- 
union  bureaucrats  tying  the  working 
class  to  the  Democratic  Party.  You  can- 
not have  a government  that  serves  two 
masters.  The  workers  and  the  capitalists 
have  irreconcilable  interests:  the  capi- 
talists want  to  extract  as  much  profit  as 
possible,  drive  down  wages,  etc.  The 
capitalists  have  a state  to  help  them  do 
this — the  cops,  the  courts,  the  prisons — 
and  then  they  try  to  scam  you  and  say 
this  is  democracy.  Well,  it  isn’t  a democ- 
racy, it’s  a ball  and  chain,  and  the  trade- 
union  misleaders  telling  you  to  vote  for 
the  lesser  evil,  they're  the  chain  lying 
you  to  the  ball.  A class-struggle  leader- 
ship in  the  trade  unions  must  be  forged,  a 
leadership  that  knows  who  our  friends 
are  and  who  our  enemies  are.  We  need 
a workers  party  to  fight  for  a workers 
government.” 

Hands  off  Arab/Muslim  immigrants! 
Anyone  who  has  made  it  to  this  country 
should  have  the  same  rights  as  those 
born  here.  Full  citizenship  rights  for  all 
immigrants!  Free  the  detainees! 

For  Class  Struggle  Against 
Capitalist  Rulers! 

Shortly  after  September  11,  the  Injus- 
tice Department  of  Attorney  General  John 
Ashcroft  expanded  provisions  for  secret 
hearings  in  immigration  courts  in  "special 
cases.”  closed  to  all  but  the  victim  and  his 
attorney.  In  December  Ashcroft,  an  open 


admirer  of  the  Confederacy,  announced 
that  when  it  chooses,  the  government  will 
just  ignore  an  immigration  judge’s  order 
to  release  someone  arre.sted  on  immigra- 
tion violations.  Among  the  hundreds  still 
imprisoned  are  dozens  jailed  on  minor 
visa  violations  who  agreed  to  “voluntar- 
ily depart”  the  U.S.  months  ago.  To  main- 
tain a war  atmosphere  in  which  any  rights 
may  be  forfeited,  the  government  still 
refuses  to  even  provide  the  names  of 
those  being  held. 

Scores  of  foreign  nationals  have 
already  spent  over  100  days  in  jail,  with 
no  end  in  sight.  Among  them  is  Rabih 
Haddad,  a Muslim  cleric  and  community 
leader  living  in  Ann  Arbor.  Michigan, 
who  has  been  held  in  solitary  confine- 
ment at  the  Metropolitan  Correction  Cen- 
ter in  Chicago  for  over  four  months.  Had- 
dad was  picked  up  io  December  for 
overstaying  his  visa  and  denied  ball, 
despite  the  fact  that  his  application  for 
permanent  residency  had  been  pending 
for  eight  months.  Although  Haddad  had 
been  outspoken  in  condemning  the  Sep- 
tember 1 1 attacks,  the  government  claims 
he  has  connections  to  a charity  which 
supposedly  provided  aid  to  "terrorist” 
organizations. 

The  cruelty  of  the  government’s  anti- 
Arab  witchhunt  was  exemplified  by  the 
recent  discovery  of  the  remains  of  one 
young  man.  a volunteer  paramedic,  who 
died  after  he  rushed  to  the  WTC  to  help 
those  trapped  there.  Upon  seeing  his  name 
on  flyers  of  potential  terror  suspects,  his 
family  desperately  hoped  that  he  had 
been  detained  in  the  dragnet.  At  the  lime, 
the  gutter  rag  New  York  Post  ran  vile  arti- 
cles witchhunting  this  man  who  turned 
out  to  be  a hero. 

The  pretext  for  the  Gestapo-like  raids 
against  many  immigrants  is  alleged  con- 
nections to  Al  Qaeda  and  other  terrorist 
organizations.  But  as  the  Washington  Post 
(22  March)  pointed  out  concerning  the 
recent  roundups  of  Arab  immigrants  in 
Virginia,  government  sources  "cautioned 
that  proving  the  case  and  any  direct  links 
to  terrorism  will  be  difficult.”  That  comes 
as  no  surprise — nor  is  it  of  any  concern  to 
Bush  & Co.  who  see  no  need  to  "prove” 
any  case.  Shortly  after  September  1 1 . Bush 
announced  that  “terrorist”  suspects  can  be 
tried  in  military  tribunals  where  the  for- 
mal rights  accorded  someone  accused  of 
a crime  are  nonexistent.  This  threat  was 
directed  not  only  al  those  detained  in  the 
U.S.  but  also  at  those  captured  in  Afghan- 
istan and  elsewhere  and  currently  de- 
tained at  Camp  X-Ray  at  the  U.S.  Naval 
Base  at  Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba. 

In  response  to  outrage  at  the  tribunals 
from  across  the  American  political  spec- 
trum. the  Bush  administration  somewhat 
retreated  from  highlighting  the  tribunal.s. 
though  not  renouncing  their  use.  None- 
thele.ss.  Defense  Secretary  Donald  Rums- 
feld announced  two  weeks  ago  that  the 
government  has  no  intention  of  releasing 


the  rare  individual  who  might  get  acquit-  j 
ted  in  one  of  these  kangaroo  courts,  j 
Instead,  they  will  rot  in  prison  until  the 
"war  on  terror”  is  concluded,  i.e.,  forever. 
This  is  the  fate  in  store  for  the  hundreds 
imprisoned  al  Guantanamo  Bay.  Many  of 
the  prisoners  have  re.sorted  to  hunger  i 
strikes  to  protest  their  brutal  conditions, 
which  include  being  held  in  open  cagev 
manacled  hand  and  foot,  tortured  and 
humiliated. 

While  today  vulnerable  immigrants  arc 
the  main  victims  of  the  new  draconian 
measures,  these  laws  are  aimed  at  the 
entire  working  class — indeed,  potentially 
anyone  who  raises  an  oppositional  voice. 
They  are  an  indication  that  the  bourgeoi-  I 
sie  would  seek  to  cast  off  any  democratic  1 
trappings  in  the  face  of  a perceived  threat  ' 
to  its  interests  and  class  rule.  Yet  the 
reformist  left  and  “progressive”  trade- 
union  tops  peddle  illusions  that  capital- 
ism can  be  reformed  to  serve  the  interests 
of  the  workers  and  oppressed. 

Several  speakers  at  the  March  23 
"Labor  Solidarity”  rally  in  New  York 
promoted  the  April  20  demonstrations 
called  for  Washington.  D.C.  to  protest  | 
"war  and  racism.”  The  protest  headed  by 
the  Workers  World  Party’s  International 
ANSWER  coalition  pleads  for  "money 
for  jobs,  education,  housing  and  health 
care — not  war.”  These  demands  are 
based  on  the  illusion  that  the  capitalist 
rulers  can  be  pressured  into  serving  the 
interests  of  poor  and  working  people. 
This  is  put  more  baldly  by  the  other 
coalition  mobilizing  for  April  20,  which 
includes  everyone  from  the  ISO  to  the 
Green  Party,  whose  demands  peddle  the 
pipe  dream  of  "a  U.S.  foreign  policy 
based  upon  social  and  economic  justice, 
not  military  and  corporate  oppression."  ■ 

No  amount  of  reforms  can  fundamen-  I 
tally  change  the  racist  and  oppressive  | 
nature  of  capitalism.  To  end  racist  op- 
pression. exploitation  and  war  and  place 
the  vast  wealth  of  this  society  at  the  ser- 
vice of  human  needs  requires  establish- 
ing workers  rule  and  abolishing  the 
bloodsoaked  capitalist  system.  Our  Feb- 
ruary 9 rally  in  Oakland  represented  on 
a small  scale  what’s  needed:  a revolu- 
tionary workers  party  that  acts  as  a "tnb-  | 
une  of  the  people”  to  defend  all  the 
oppressed,  which  is  possible  only  with 
the  understanding  that  we  need  to  do 
away  with  the  entire  system  of  capitalist 
wage  slavery.* 


CORRECTION 

In  “Sociali.si  Action:  Hale  Red 
Army  in  Afghanistan”  (WV  No.  777. 
22  March),  we  incorrectly  referred 
to  the  youth  group  of  Socialist 
Action  as  the  Young  Socialist  Al- 
liance. Its  name  is  Youth  for  Social- 
ist Action. 
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Woomera  Protest:  Refugees  Escape 
Australian  Concentration  Camp 


Drop  the  Charges  Against  Protesters  and  Detainees! 
Full  Citizenship  Rights  for  All  Immigrants  and  Refugees! 


AP  photos 


Left:  Refugees  break  out  of  Woomera  Detention  Center  as  supporters  rally 
outside,  March  29.  Cops  retaliated  with  brutal  attack  on  demonstrators. 


SYDNEY,  April  1 — In  a stunning  blow 
against  the  Australian  governments  bar- 
baric treatment  of  asylum-seekers.  50  ref- 
ugees from  Iran.  Afghanistan  and  else- 
where escaped  from  Australia’s  Woomera 
detention  center  on  Friday.  March  29.  as 
hundreds  of  their  supporters  demonstrated 
outside.  One  fleeing  detainee  called  out. 
•'After  two  years  I’m  free!”  Thirty-six  have 
now  been  captured  and  could  face  prison 
terms  of  up  to  five  years.  Of  29  protest- 
ers facing  charges.  15  are  accused  of  “har- 
boring” an  escapee,  which  could  bring 
a four-year  prison  term.  All  those  who 
champion  the  rights  of  refugees  and  immi- 
grants must  demand;  Drop  the  charges 
against  all  Woomera  protesters  now! 
Full  citi/.enship  rights  for  refugees  and 
all  immigrants!  Close  the  concentration 
camps!  No  deportations! 

The  Woomera  protest  is  a dramatic 
example  of  the  sharp  polarization  in  Aus- 
tralian society  over  the  government’s  bru- 
tal incarceration  of  asylum-seekers,  which 
has  caused  hundreds  of  desperate  refugees 
to  threaten  suicide,  go  on  hunger  strikes  or 
even  stitch  their  lips  together  in  protest. 
Demonstrations  against  the  mandatory 
detention  of  asylum-seekers  have  erupted 
throughout  the  country,  and  thousands 
have  announced  their  willingness  to  shel- 
ter escaped  refugees. 

The  Spartacist  League/Australia  and 
Spartacus  Youth  Club  were  among  the 
1.000  leftists,  trade  unionists  and  student 
activists  from  across  the  country  who 
travelled  to  the  Woomera  concentration 
camp,  located  in  a vast  military  "Prohib- 
ited Area”  in  the  harsh  South  Australian 
desert.  On  Thursday  night,  before- most 
protesters  had  arrived,  cops  attacked  the 
‘ Woomera  2002  Festival  of  Freedom” 
camp,  pulling  up  tents  and  threatening 
to  force  protesters  into  an  enclosed 
sports  oval.  When  the  activists  refused  to 
move,  the  cops  declared  their  protest 
“illegar  and  in  dead  of  night  invaded  the 
camp.  But  their  Gestapo  raid  was  foiled 
and  they  were  driven  off;  the  camp 
stayed  put. 

Late  Friday  afternoon,  hundreds  con- 
verged on  the  prison’s  tlve-metre-high 
perimeter  fence.  As  the  fence  collapsed 
under  their  weight,  protesters  swarmed 
toward  the  detention  center,  using  sand 
bags  to  weigh  down  the  fence  and  cover 
the  razor  wire  that  topped  it.  When  the 
third  and  final  fence  was  breached,  refu- 
gees flooded  out.  chanting  “Freedom,  free- 
dom!” Fleeing  to  the  protesters’  camp,  they 
were  sheltered  and  given  new  clothes. 

Riot  police  on  horseback  rode  into 
the  swarm  of  protesters,  bloodying  many. 
Cops  sealed  off  the  protesters’  camp  and 
imposed  u virtual  state  of  siege  on  the 
''urrounding  area,  setting  up  roadblocks 


and  searching  the  camp  and  cars.  Inside 
the  detention  center,  sadistic  screws  em- 
ployed by  Australian  Correctional  Ser- 
vices (owned  by  the  union-busting  Wack- 
enhut  firm)  tear-gassed  and  beat  detainees 
and  reportedly  put  .sleeping  pills  in  their 
food  to  quell  their  protests. 

The  right-wing  Liberal  government  of 
John  Howard  and  his  viciously  racist 
immigration  minister.  Philip  Ruddock,  are 
tt^feaiening  to  deny  visas  to  any  who 
sought  to  escape.  Joining  in  denouncing 
the  protesters’  “illegal  action”  was  Austra- 
lian Labor  Party  (ALP)  leader  Simon 
Crean.  who  reaffirmed  his  support  to  man- 
datory detention,  a policy  initiated  by  the 
Labor  Party.  The  South  Australia  Labor 
government  has  vowed  to  use  videotape 
footage  to  track  down  protesters.  We 
demand  immediate  asylum  for  the  thou- 
sands of  imprisoned  refugees! 

In  debates  and  discussions  at  Woomera, 
and  in  our  public  meeting  there  titled 
“A  Revolutionary  Strategy:  For  Working- 
Class  Struggle  to  Defend  Immigrants.”  our 
comrades  put  forward  the  perspective  of 
mobilizing  the  social  power  of  the  organ- 
ised working  class,  with  its  strategic  immi- 
grant component,  to  defend  the  refugees. 
Several  trade  unions  donated  money  and 
equipment  to  the  Woomera  protest.  These 
unions  should  be  urgently  mobilizing 
against  the  anti-refugee  campaign.  A polit- 
ical .strike  combining  defence  of  immi- 
grants with  opposition  to  union-busting 


would  be  a major  step  in  pushing  back  the 
bosses’  anti-labour  attacks  and  proposed 
“anti-terror”  laws,  which  are  in  the  first 
instance  aimed  against  immigrants  but 
ultimately  against  the  entire  working  class. 

Our  comrades  also  raised  the  urgent 
need  to  mobilize  protest  against  the  Zion- 
ist military  terror  machine,  raising  a 
motion  in  a “spokescouncil”  meeting  to 
defend  the  Palestinian  people  and  demand 
that  Israeli  troops  and  settlers  get  out  of 
the  Occupied  Territories.  While  claiming 
to  support  the  motion,  the  International 
Socialist  Organisation,  along  with  the  ref- 
ugee advocacy  group  No  One  is  Illegal, 
shunted  it  to  the  end  of  the  meeting,  ensur- 
ing that  this  necessary  act  of  international- 
ist solidarity  would  be  buried. 

Even  as  its  members  engage  in  coura- 
geous protests,  the  reformist  left’s  pro- 
gram is  to  appeal  to  the  racist  Australian 
capitalist  state — through  the  agency  of 
the  ALP — to  adopt  more  benevolent  and 
“humane”  policies.  The  capitalist  rulers 
won’t  be  swayed  by  appeals  to  their 
“morals.”  for  their  only  "moral”  calculus 
is  the  bottom  line  of  profit.  They  whip  up 
anti-immigrant  racism  to  divide  the 
working  class,  going  after  the  most  vul- 
nerable first,  so  as  to  paralyse  workers* 
ability  to  struggle. 

Woomera  captures  in  a concentrated 
form  the  brutality  of  this  racist  capitalist 
society.  The  town  was  built  in  1947  dur- 
ing the  Cold  War  as  a site  for  rocket  test- 


ing and  tracking  devices  like  the  Nurrun- 
gar  spy  station.  These  facilities  served  the 
imperialists’  drive  to  de.stroy  the  former 
Soviet  Union  and  became  part  of  their 
machinations  against  the  deformed  work- 
ers states  of  North  Korea,  Vietnam  and 
particularly  China.  Aboriginal  commu- 
nities around  Woomera  are  terribly 
impoverished,  while  in  nearby  Maralinga, 
atomic  bomb  testing  in  1950  irradiated 
the  region  and  poisoned  the  Aborigines 
who  lived  there.  This  powerfully  under- 
scores the  link  between  the  fight  against 
the  vicious  oppression  of  Aborigines  and 
immigrants  and  the  need  to  defend  China 
and  the  other  deformed  workers  states 
against  imperialism. 

Seizing  on  the  “war  on  terror”  to  jack 
up  its  repressive  apparatus,  the  Australian 
ruling  class,  like  its  counterparts  every- 
where. viciously  witchhunts  refugees  and 
immigrants  while  using  them  as  scape- 
goats for  the  unemployment  inherent  in 
capitalism.  As  Workers  Vanguard  No.  775 
(22  February)  wrote  in  “ICL  Sections 
Mobilize  Against  Anti-Immigrant.  Anti- 
Labor  Attacks”:  "Our  purpose  is  to  win 
workers  to  the  understanding  that  they 
must  sweep  away  the  entire  capital- 
ist system,  to  forge  through  education 
and  struggle  the  vanguard  party  of  the 
proletariat  needed  to  achieve  that  goal. 
Our  defense  of  immigrant  rights  is  a 
vital  part  of  our  revolutionary  internation- 
alist program.”* 


Rome... 

{continued  from  page  2) 

And  we  ran  across  many  workers  and 
others  who  agreed  with  us.  For  example, 
a contingent  of  metal  workers  in  a fac- 
tory in  the  northwest  Piemonte  region 
told  us  that  they  had  opposed  the  strike 
against  "terrorism”  and  refused  to  par- 
ticipate in  it. 

We  also  distributed  a supplement  of 
our  paper  Spartaco  headlined  “Mobilize 
the  Power  of  the  Working  Class  to  Defend 
lmmigrant.s!  Break  with  the  Parliamen- 
tary Reformism  of  RC — Build  a Revolu- 
tionary Vanguard  Party!”  Our  call  for 
■ full  citizenship  rights  for  all  immigrants 
and  their  families”  was  well  received, 
especially  by  the  contingents  of  immi- 
grant workers. 

In  spite  of  the  class-collaborationist 
politics  of  the  reformist  leaders,  large  sec- 
tors of  the  working  class  and  youth  are  in 


fact  quite  cold  toward  the  perspective  of 
"national  unity"  with  the  Berlusconi 
regime.  Rifondazione  Comunista  demon- 
strated together  with  Alleanza  Nazionale 
in  Bologna  the  day  after  the  killing  of 
Biagi.  but  the  rallies  “against  tenorism” 
organized  by  all  the  unions  on  March  26 
in  nearly  every  major  Italian  city  saw  the 
participation  of  less  than  20  percent  of  the 
numbers  in  the  Rome  demonstration,  and 
many  of  those  who  protested  came  out 
only  because  they  believed  the  killing  had 
been  organized  by  the  secret  services  or 
some  other  stale  agency. 

The  Italian  proletariat  has  fresh  experi- 
ence of  what  unity  with  the  bourgeoisie 
means.  In  1994.  similar  working-class 
struggle  led  to  the  fall  of  the  first  Berlus- 
coni government  and  opened  the  way  to 
governments  led  by  DS  and  supported 
for  a period  by  RC.  The.se  anti-working- 
class  popular-front  bourgeois  govern- 
ments rolled  back  many  gains  the  Italian 
working  class  had  achieved  in  the  after- 


math of  the  "Hot  Autumn”  strikes  and 
protests  of  1969.  These  governments  also 
participated  in  the  U.S.-led  NATO  war 
against  Serbia  in  1999,  cut  pensions, 
introduced  prison  camps  for  immigrants 
and  used  all  their  authority  to  suffocate 
working-class  resistance.  In  doing  so. 
they  paved  the  way  for  the  current  reac- 
tionary government. 

During  the  Rome  demo,  one  demon- 
strator. pointing  his  finger  at  a pole 
without  a banner,  said:  “That’s  the  cur- 
rent flag  of  the  political  left.”  He  was 
expressing  the  very  common  feeling  that 
none  of  the  historic  parties  of  the  left 
represents  the  interests  of  the  workers 
today.  The  LTd’I  is  committed  to  build- 
ing a revolutionary  workers  party  that 
will  fight  for  the  interests  of  the  work- 
ing class  and  oppressed,  a parly  based 
on  the  experience  of  the  most  important 
victory  ever  achieved  by  the  proletariat 
so  far:  the  Russian  Revolution  of  Octo- 
ber 1917  ■ 


Publication  of  the 
Lega  trotskista  d’ltalia 
Subscribe!  $7  for  4 issues 
Order  from/make  checks  payable  to; 
Spartacist  Publishing  Co. 

Box  1377  GPO,  New  York,  NY  10116 


5 APRIL  2002 


11 


WORKIRS  VAHeOMD 


Bush,  Ashcroft  Step  Up  Anti-Immigrant  Crusade 


Free  the  Detainees! 


F SPiPT  - 'rjppRtss'EX)'.  ' ^ 


:tv. 


Spartacist  contingent  at  Brooklyn  protest  against  detention  of  Arab  and  Muslim  immigrants,  March  23. 
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For  a Workers  Party 
That  Fights  for  All  the  Oppressed! 


The  Feds  come  in  the  dead  of  night  and 
in  the  bright  light  of  day.  Sometimes  they 
knock,  other  times  they  just  break  down 
the  door  before  hauling  their  victims  off 
to  a prison  hell.  The  detained  have  no  ink- 
ling of  what,  if  anything,  they  are  charged 
with.  Their  families  have  no  idea  where 
they  are.  It  is  considered  "lucky"  to  gel 
kicked  out  of  the  country — If  not,  you're 
destined  to  spend  who  knows  how  long 
behind  bars.  For  thousands  of  young  men 
of  Arab  and  South  Asian  descent,  this  is 
life  in  posi-9/l  I America. 

Bolstered  by  the  September  14  War 
Powers  Resolution,  the  racist  roundup  of 
these  immigrants  was  the  first  step  of  the 
open-ended  “war  on  terror”  at  home.  Less 
than  a month  later,  the  U.S.  imperialists 
began  the  military  onslaught  against  back- 
ward. impoverished  Afghanistan.  For  the 
U.S.  rulers,  the  attack  on  the  World  Trade 
Center  became  the  launching  pad  for 
asserting  their  dominance  abroad  and 
pushing  through  laws,  orders  and  direc- 
tives to  be  wielded  against  workers,  immi- 
grants and  all  the  oppressed  at  home.  Last 
December's  Jailing  of  over  200  striking 
New  Jersey  teachers,  whose  spokesman 
was  vilified  as  "the  representative  of  the 
Taliban."  is  a harbinger  of  what  is  to  come 
for  workers.  Just  as  the  freeing  of  three  of 
the  NYPD  cops  involved  in  the  1 997  sav- 
age beating  of  Abner  Louima  signals 
what’s  in  store  for  black  people. 

At  the  heart  of  the  government’s  draco- 
nian new  measures  is  the  USA-Patriot 
Act,  which  provides  for  indefinite  deten- 
tion of  non-citizens  deemed  to  be  a threat 
to  national  security;  expands  the  legal 
ability  of  the  FBI  to  break  into  homes  and 
offices  to  conduct  secret  searches;  elimi- 
nates formal  restrictions  on  CIA  spying 
within  the  U.S.;  gives  the  government 
power  to  designate  domestic  organiza- 
tions as  "terrorist"  and  deport  any  non- 
citizen who  is  a member  or  provides 
financial  support;  and  authorizes  broad 
wiretapping  and  Internet  surveillance, 
allowing  the  government  to  monitor  what 
Web  sites  an  individual  visits.  Postal 
strikers  who  mobilize  to  stop  scabs  or 
who  disable  a scab  truck  could  fall  under 
the  law’s  definition  of  "terrorists”  as 
those  who  commit  unlawful  acts  that 
"appear  to  be  intended  to  intimidate  or 
coerce  a civilian  population”  or  "to  influ- 
ence a policy  of  a government  by  intimi- 
dation or  coercion." 

Now  the  government  is  massively  reor- 
ganizing its  immigration  agencies  and 
Jersey  Journal 


laws  to  hunt  down  desperate  immigrants 
who  have  been  in  this  country  for  years, 
laboring  in  the  most  menial  Jobs.  The  Jus- 
tice Department  has  issued  orders  to 
expel  thousands  of  immigrants  on  the 
basis  of  deportation  orders  from  many 
years  back,  creating  a new  computer  data- 
base to  facilitate  deportations.  This  has 
created  a climate  of  fear  and  terror  among 
millions  of  immigrants  in  the  U.S. 

In  the  past  month,  hundreds  of  im- 
migrants— janitors,  dishwashers,  clean- 
ers and  security  screeners — have  been 
arrested  in  airport  “security"  dragnets  and 
lost  their  Jobs.  Pending  in  Congress  is 
the  Maritime  Security  Act  mandating 
background  checks  in  the  name  of  "secur- 
ity”— a law  aimed  at  purging  the  water- 
front of  blacks.  Latinos  and  other  immi- 
grants and  at  undermining  union  power. 
With  unemployed  workers  easily  avail- 
able. many  private  firms  are  summarily 


canning  those  with  the  smallest  misde- 
meanors on  their  record.  Last  week,  the 
United  Slates  Supreme  Court  gave  a nod 
to  virtual  slave  labor  by  overturning  a 
National  Labor  Relations  Board  decision 
ordering  back  pay  for  undocumented 
immigrants  fired  for  taking  part  in  a 
union  organizing  drive,  ruling  that  they 
were  forbidden  by  law  to  hold  those  Jobs 
in  the  first  place.  This  starkly  highlights 
that  the  fight  for  immigrant  rights  is  cru- 
cial to  organizing  the  unorganized  and 
building  the  labor  movement. 

More  than  1,200  immigrants  have 
been  rounded  up  in  the  racist  dragnet 
following  September  11.  Hundreds  are 
still  behind  bars.  After  initially  calling  in 

5.000  young  men  from  Muslim  countries 
for  "voluntary"  interviews,  the  Feds  re- 
cently announced  plans  to  interrogate 

3.000  more.  Two  weeks  ago.  Treasury 
agents  of  the  IRS  and  Customs  bureau. 


assisted  by  local  cops,  raided  16  Islamic 
organizations  and  individuals  in  northern 
Virginia.  In  one  case,  agents  broke  into  a 
woman's  home  and  searched  the  house, 
handcuffing  her  and  her  daughter  while 
holding  them  at  gunpoint  for  five  hours 

Administrations  at  more  than  200  cam- 
puses have  handed  over  foreign  students' 
files  to  the  FBI  or  INS.  The  City  Univer- 
sity of  New  York  is  implementing  an  anti- 
immigrant  purge  of  the  campuses  by 
charging  extortionate  out-of-state  tuition 
fees  to  those  who  can’t  prove  their  legal 
status.  One  City  College  student  was 
arrested  along  with  her  entire  family.  Not 
surprisingly,  the  government  vendetta  has 
spurred  on  racist  attacks  on  immigrants, 
especially  Arab  Americans,  across  the 
country.  In  the  last  three  months,  attacks 
in  the  New  York  City  area  have  included 
the  firebombing  of  several  Pakistani  delis 
and  the  racist  murder  of  a Yemeni  man  in 
Staten  Island.  In  Brooklyn,  cops  brutal- 
ized a Pakistani  man  as  they  taunted  him 
with  cries  of  "Taliban." 

Labor  Must  Fight  the 
Anti-Immigrant  Witchhunt! 

As  sinister  as  the  new  "anti-lerror" 
measures  are.  what  the  government  is 
actually  able  to  get  away  with  will  be 
determined  by  the  level  of  social  strug- 
gle.  What  is  crucial  is  to  mobilize  labor’s 
social  power  in  defense  of  immigrants, 
which  requires  tearing  through  the  strait- 
jacket  of  "national  unity"  promoted  by 
the  U.S.  capitalist  rulers  and  breaking 
down  the  poisonous  racial  and  ethnic 
divisions  they  promote  to  weaken  the 
labor  movement  and  maintain  their  rule- 
continued  on  page 
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WORHe!(S  VAHCOAUP  . 

No.  779 ^ 19  April  2002 

No  U.S./UN/EU  Intervention  in  the  Near  East! 


Unprecedented  israeii  onslaught  on  Palestinian  people  has  reduced  much  of  West  Bank  to  rubble,  like  Jenin  above. 
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APRIL  16 — Rumallah,  Nablus. 
Bethlehem,  Jenin.  Qabaiya,  Qal- 
qilya. Yalta,  Samua.  Ber  Zeit; 
the  roll  call  of  Palestinian  com- 
munities devastated  by  Israeli 
troops,  tanks  and  helicopter  gun- 
ships  encompasses  almost  all  of 
the  West  Bank.  Upwards  of  200 
Palestinians  have  been  slaughtered  in  the 
Jenin  refugee  camp  alone — where  nearly 
15,000  people  are  crammed  into  little 
more  than  a third  of  a square  mile — as  de- 
fiant fighters  armed  with  automatic  rifles 
have  tried  to  defend  homes  and  families 
against  the  Israeli  juggernaut.  Likening 
Jenin  to  Vietnam,  carpet  bombed  by  the 
U.S.,  one  Israeli  soldier  said,  “There’s 
nothing  left  there  now.” 

Over  4.000  Palestinians  have  been 
arrested,  including  Marwan  Barghouti, 
second  only  to  Palestinian  Authority  (PA) 
leader  Yasir  Arafat  in  the  Fatah  parly. 
The  PA  now  exists  in  name  only.  Esti- 
mates of  the  death  loll  range  to  500 — on 
lop  of  more  than  1,200  killed  and  50,000 
wounded  over  the  previous  18  months. 
The  full  extent  of  the  slaughter  will  only 
be  known,  if  ever,  after  the  Zionist  storm- 
troopers  pull  out.  Journalists  have  been 
barred  from  besieged  towns.  In  Jenin. 
Israeli  troops  have  reportedly  dug  mass 
graves  to  conceal  the  actual  number 
killed.  In  most  cases.  Palestinians  are  not 
even  allowed  to  bury  their  dead.  In  Ramal- 
lah,  nearly  30  decomposing  bodies  were 
buried  in  a hospital  parking  lot  in  order 
to  make  room  for  more  in  the  morgue. 
Scores  of  wounded  have  been  left  to  die 
because  ambulances  were  not  allowed 
through  or  their  drivers  were  shot. 

Cities  and  towns  that  once  had  a sem- 
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U.S.  Hands  Off  Iraq! 

Down  With  Zionist  and  Arab  Bourgeois  Rulers! 
For  a Socialist  Federation  of  the  Near  East! 


blance  of  an  economy  and  life  have  been 
reduced  to  ruins.  Old  towns  and  casbahs. 
some  of  them  with  walls  dating  back  to 
the  Roman  Empire,  have  been  turned  to 
dust.  The  West  Bank  is  now  a massive 
rubble  of  twisted  metal  and  destroyed 
lives,  with  nearly  two  million  Palestinians 
effectively  imprisoned  in  their  homes  by 
Israeli  curfews.  It  will  take  years,  if  not 
decades,  to  rebuild  what  the  Israelis  have 
destroyed:  homes,  businesses,  shops, 
libraries,  hospitals,  paved  roads,  electri- 
cal plants,  sewage  mains,  water  pipes — 
the  entire  infrastructure  of  the  West  Bank. 
The  looming  health  disaster  may  well 
claim  many  more  lives. 

As  the  Palestinian  people  are  sub- 


jected to  an  unprecedented  onslaught, 
imperialist  spokesmen  engage  in  hypo- 
critical hand-wringing  and  the  Arab 
regimes  recite  their  usual  litany  of  empty 
United  Nations  resolutions.  But  in  cities 
throughout  the  Near  East,  and  elsewhere, 
hundreds  of  thousands  march  in  outrage, 
desperate  for  some  way  to  put  an  end  to 
the  savage  Israeli  assault. 

What  is  urgently  necessary  is  the 
mobilization  of  the  working  class,  in  the 
Near  East  and  internalionally,  in  defense 
of  the  Palestinian  people  against  Zionist 
state  terror.  From  black  and  Arab  workers 
in  Detroit  to  the  proletariat  of  France, 
with  its  key  North  African  component,  to 
the  port  workers  of  Egypt  and  the  oil 


Spartacist  contingent  at  April  11  UCLA  protest  in  defense  of  Palestinians. 


workers  of  Iran,  working  people 
throughout  the  world  must  take 
up  the  cause  of  the  Palestinian 
people  as  their  own  through 
demonstrations,  protest  strikes 
and  other  class-struggle  actions. 

In  Morocco,  upwards  of  a mil- 
lion  people  marched  through  the 
streets  of  Rabat  making  a zero  sign  with 
their  fingers  to  express  their  contempt  for 
the  Arab  regimes  that  do  nothing  to  stop 
this  new  catastrophe  against  the  Palestin- 
ians— but  the  Arab  bourgeoisies  have 
always  been  enemies  of  the  Palestinian 
national  struggle.  Arafat  and  an  array  of 
pseudo-socialist  groups  in  West  Europe 
and  the  U.S.  appeal  to  the  UN  or  the 
European  Union  (EU)  or  even  the  Zionist 
slate’s  American  patrons  for  an  “interna- 
tional protection  force” — but  it  was  just 
such  a force  that  paved  the  way  for  the 
1982  Sabra/Shatila  massacre.  EU  powers 
Britain  and  France  once  had  forces  in  the 
Near  East — as  colonial  overlords  of  the 
Arab  masses.  It  was  under  the  auspices  of 
a UN  intervention  force  that  the  U.S.  per- 
petrated its  1991  slaughter  of  the  Iraqi 
people. 

Particularly  now,  calls  for  imperialist 
military  intervention  serve  to  legitimize 
and  facilitate  Washington’s  plans  for  a 
new  war  against  Iraq.  Secretary  of  State 
Colin  Powell’s  “mission  of  peace”  is  a 
transparently  cynical  attempt  to  quell  the 
popular  Arab  outrage  that  stands  in  the 
way  of  even  nominal  support  from  client 
states  like  Egypt  for  the  drive  to  smash 
Saddam  Hussein. 

The  current  White  House  cabal  has 
been  itching  to  "finish  the  job”  begun  by 
Bush  Sr.  in  1991,  when  lens  of  thousands 
of  Iraqis  were  slaughtered.  In  the  inter- 
vening years,  one  and  a half  million  peo- 
ple. mainly  children  and  the  elderly,  have 
died  as  a result  of  the  starvation  embargo 
imposed  under  UN  sanctions.  Now.  under 
the  rubric  of  the  "war  on  terror.”  Bush  has 
coniinued  on  page  8 


Ashcroft’s  “Anti-Terror”  Frame-Up  of  Leftist  Lawyer 

Hands  Off  Lynne  Stewart! 


On  April  9,  New  York  City  attorney 
Lynne  Stewart  and  three  Arab  men — 
Ahmed  Abdel  Saitar,  Yassir  Al-Sirri  and 
Mohammed  Yousry — were  indicted  on 
charges  of  supporting  "terrorism.”  Stew- 
art is  facing  up  to  40  years  in  prison  for 
the  "crime”  of  being  an  attorney  for  blind 
Egyptian  sheik  Omar  Ahmed-Rahman. 
who  is  imprisoned  for  life  on  “seditious 
conspiracy"  charges  stemming  from  the 
1993  World  Trade  Center  bombing. 
Yousry  is  included  in  the  indictment  for 
having  acted  as  Rahman’s  interpreter.  The 
other  two  are  alleged  to  be  members  of 
Rahman’s  Islamic  Group.  All  four  are 
charged  simply  for  having  communicated 
with  Rahman  or  with  each  other.  They 
were  indicted  under  the  USA-Patriot  Act 
enacted  last  October,  which  broadens  the 
definition  of  "lerrorisr  to  include  just 
about  anybody  deemed  an  opponent  of 
the  government.  We  demand  that  all 
charges  against  Stewart.  Saitar,  Al-Sirri 
and  Yousry  be  dropped  now! 

Supported  by  dozens  of  attorneys  who 
tilled  the  courtroom,  the  62-year-old 
Stewart  pleaded  “emphatically  not  guilty.” 


Outside  the  court  she  defiantly  stated, 
“My  whole  entire  career  has  been  about 
the  government  expanding  its  powers  to 
make  more  and  more  criminal  what  could 
be  considered  political.  This  is  an  exam- 
ple of  that.”  In  going  after  Stewart,  who 
for  three  decades  has  represented  leftists, 
black  activists  and  others  deemed  ene- 
mies by  the  racist  rulers,  Ashcroft  is  seek- 
ing to  make  a sinister  amalgam  between 
leftist  political  activity  and  “terrorism." 
As  we  warned  in  “‘Anti-Terror’  Law; 
Shredding  Your  Rights”  (VV'l'  No.  770,  7 
December  2001):  “The  purpose  of  the 
new  measures  is  to  revive  and  deepen  the 
broad-ranging  repression  and  intimida- 
tion that  marked  the  Cold  War  McCar- 
thyite witchhunt  oT  50  years  ago.  The  aim 
today  as  then  is  to  coerce  the  entire  pop- 
ulation into  ideological  conformity,  with 
the  government  wielding  the  spectre  of 
seemingly  pervasive  ‘Islamic  terrorism’ 
as  a surrogate  for  Communism." 

It  was  the  witchhunt  atmosphere 
whipped  up  by  the  government  following 
September  1 1 that  made  Stewart’s  prose- 
cution possible.  The  flimsy  nature  of  the 


charges  against  her  are  evident  in  the  fact 
that  the  alleged  “crime”  took  place  over  a 
year  ago.  and  the  Feds  did  absolutely 
nothing.  In  fact,  what  they  claim  she  did 
wasn’t  even  illegal  at  the  time.  Only  by 
violating  the  constitutional  proscription 
against  ex  post  facto  prosecutions  (pass- 
ing laws  to  outlaw  something  that  has  al- 
ready taken  place)  could  the  government 
charge  her  under  the  USA-Patriot  Act. 

Ashcroft  claims  that  Stewart  provided 
“material  support  and  resources”  to  Rah- 
man’s Egyptian-based  Islamic  Group  dur- 
ing a prison  visit  with  the  sheik  two  years 
ago,  during  which  Stewart  purportedly 
made  “extraneous  comments”  in  English 
to  “mask”  from  prison  guards  a conversa- 
tion between  Rahman  and  Mohammed 
Yousry.  Following  her  arraignment,  Stew- 
art remarked:  "They  have  now  arrested 
the  lawyer  and  interpreter.  Are  they  going 
to  arrest  the  lady  that  cleans  the  sheik’s 
cell?”  Her  other  “offenses”  were  to 
announce  to  the  press  that  the  sheik  no 
longer  supported  a cease-fire  in  terrorist 
activities  and  to  publicly  state  that  he  was 
being  denied  medical  treatment  by  prison 
officials. 

Stewart  has  announced  her  hope  that 
the  indictment  become  “a  touchstone 
case.. .something  that  points  out  the  lim- 
its the  government  can  go  through  in 
prosecuting  people  they  don’t  like.”  The 
frame-up  of  the  four  is  part  of  the  frontal 
attack  on  civil  liberties  that  accompanies 
the  U.S.-led  “global  war  on  terror.”  Using 
the  fear  born  of  the  attack  on  the  World 
Trade  Center  as  a pretext,  the  Bush  ad- 
ministration. with  most  Democrats  in 
tow,  pushed  through-a package  of  legisla- 
tion, executive  fiats  and  Justice  Depart- 
ment regulations  which  marked  a qualita- 
tive diminution  of  democratic  rights. 

The  USA-Patriot  Act  gives  the  govern- 
ment the  authority  to  declare  almost  any- 
one it  wants  a “terrorist”  and  eniimeraies 
the  multitude  of  ways  the  Feds  will 
destroy  their  lives — wiretapping,  indefi- 
nite detention,  rifling  through  financial 
records,  breaking  into  homes  and  deport- 
ing non-citizens.  The  law's  definition  of 
“terrorists”  as  those  who  commit  unlaw- 
ful acts  that  “appear  to  be  intended  to 
intimidate  or  coerce  a civilian  popula- 
tion” or  "to  influence  a policy  of  a gov- 
ernment by  intimidation  or  coercion” 
could  be  applied  to  postal  strikers  who 
mobilize  to  stop  scabs  or  who  disable  a 
scab  truck.  At  least  1,200  immigrants, 
mostly  young  men  from  Arab  and  South 
Asian  countries,  have  been  rounded  up  in 
the  “anti-terror"  witchhunt  so  far.  and 
although  none  have  been  charged  with 
anything  to  do  with  the  World  Trade  Cen- 
ter attack,  hundreds  remain  in  jail.  We 
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say:  Free  the  detainees  now! 

The  government’s  vendetta  against 
Stewart  reveals  the  lengths  to  which  the 
capitalist  rulers  will  go  to  chill  any  efforts 
to  defend  tho.se  caught  in  the  “anti-terror  ' 
dragnet.  Testifying  to  the  significance  the 
government  places  on  the  prosecution  of 
Stewart,  Attorney  General  John  Ashcroft 
personally  announced  the  indictment. 
The  1 1 April  New  York  Post  ran  a scurri- 
lous attack,  on  Stewart’s  lawyer,  Susan 
Tipograph,  trying  to  connect  her  to  the 
prison  break  of  the  Puerto  Rican  nation- 
alist FALN  leader  William  Morales... 
23 years  ago!  For  Bush  & Co.,  model  law- 
yers for  those  in  the  government’s  gun 
sights  are  the  kind  who  typically  repre- 
sent death  row  inmates  in  Texas — law- 
yers who  get  tanked  up  on  Jack  Daniels 
and  sleep  through  the  trial. 

Equating  lawyers  with  the  alleged 
crimes  of  their  clients  is  nothing  new.  In 
the  1950s.  when  the  Communist  Parts 
was  declared  an  illegal  organization  and 
its  members  and  anyone  having  contact 
v/ilh  them  were  dragged  before  the  House 
Committee  for  Un-A'merican  Activities 
(HUAC),  their  lawyers  were  vilified  or 
indicted  as  well. 

While  Ashcroft  proclaimed  that  Stew- 
art and  the  others  helped  Rahman  "di- 
rect the  terrorist  activities  of  the  Islamic 
Croup  from  his  prison  cell,”  the  24-page 
indictment  points  to  not  one  single  ter- 
rorist act  resulting  from  such  contact — 
or  any  criminal  act  for  that  matter 
The  charges  of  conspiring  to  “provide 
material  support”  to  Rahman  stem  purely 
from  the  fact  that  the  State  Depart- 
ment designated  the  Islamic  Group  a 
“terrorist”  organization  (although  Rah- 
man and  his  Islamic  reactionaries  had 
earlier  received  plenty  of  support  ft-om 
the  CIA,  which  deemed  him  a "valu- 
able asset”  in  the  anti-Soviet  war  in 
Afghanistan). 

The  Feds  claim  that  Stewart  violated 
the  “Special  Administrative  Measures” 
she  allegedly  agreed  to  in  1999  which 
allowed  her  access  to  her  client  Rahman 
only  on  the  condition  that  she  not  convey 
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Against  American 
Imperialist  Militarism! 

In  the  name  of  the  "global  war  on  terror," 
the  Pentagon  has  dispatched  troops  to, 
among  several  other  countries,  the  Philip- 
pines, an  American  neocolony  and  until 
the  end  of  World  War  II  an  outright  colony 
of  the  U.S.  At  its  founding  conference  in 
1938.  the  then-Trotskyist  American  Social- 
ist Workers  Party  emphasized  the  recipro- 
cal relationship  between  the  struggle  of  the 
colonial  and  semicolonial  masses  against 
American  imperialist  domination  and  the  fight  for  proletarian  revolution  in  the  U.S. 

United  Slates  imperialism,  exploiting  the  masses  within  its  national  boundaries,  at 
the  same  time  and  to  an  even  greater  degree,  exploits  the  peoples  of  Latin  and  Central 
America,  Cuba.  Puerto  Rico.  Hawaii.  Liberia,  the  Philippines.  These  people  are  thus  the 
potential  allies  of  the  American  workers  in  the  struggle  against  U.S.  imperialism,  and 
neither  they  nor  the  American  workers  can  expect  to  win  freedom  except  in  joint  com- 
bat against  the  common  enemy.  The  SWP  supports  every  progressive  struggle  of  these 
peoples.  It  stands  for  the  immediate  and  unhampered  right  of  self-determination  for 
them,  free  from  military,  political,  or  economic  intervention  or  pressure  by  the  U.S. 
government.  It  stands  for  the  immediate  and  unconditional  independence  of  all  the  ter- 
ritories. colonies,  and  dependencies  of  the  U.S.  and  for  the  withdrawal  of  all  troops 
frorn  them.  It  is  opposed  to  any  attempt  by  American  imperialism,  open  or  masked,  to 
infringe  upon  the  right  of  self-determination  of  any  nation  or  people. 

The  revolutions  in  the  colonies,  semicolonies,  and  spheres  of  influence  of  United 
States  imperialism  are  integrally  and  reciprocally  related  to  the  revolutionary  struggle 
against  that  imperialism  at  home.  A successful  revolution  in  the  United  States  would  be 
decisive  for  the  emancipation  of  the  toiling  masses  throughout  Latin  America:  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  a revolution  beginning  in  one  of  the  Latin  American  countries,  or  in 
one  of  the  colonies  or  semicolonies  of  the  U.S.,  could  spread  throughout  the  continent 
and  powerfully  accelerate  the  development  of  the  class  struggle  and  the  revolution 
within  the  United  States.  The  SWP  regards  it.  therefore,  as  a central  task  to  aid  and 
support  the  revolutionary  movement  in  these  nations  and  colonies,  and  to  establish  the 
closest  relations  with  the  revolutionists  and  revolutionary  organizations  within  them, 
—Socialist  Workers  Party,  Declaration  of  Principles  {\938y,  reprinted  in 
The  Founding  of  the  Socialist  Workers  Party  (\9%2) 
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All  Israeli  Troops,  Settlers  Out  of  the  Occupied  Territories! 
No  U.S./UN/NAT0  Intervention  in  the  Near  East! 

U.S.  Hands  Off  Iraq! 

For  a Socialist  Federation  of  the  Near  East! 


Defend  the  Palestinian  People! 


Thurs.,  April  25,  7:30  p.m. 
Columbia  University, 
Hamilton  Hall.  Room  517 
116th  Street  and  Broadway 
For  more  information:  (212)  267-1025 


NEW  YORK 


Sat.,  April  27,  4 p.m. 

Mt.  Hollywood  Congregational  Church 
4607  Prospect  Ave.,  Hollywood 
(near  Vermonl/Sunset  Red  Line  station) 
For  more  information:  (213)  300-8239 


LOS  ANGELES 


Sat.,  May  11,  7:30  p.m.  Tnnity-St.  Paul’s  Centre 
427  Bloor  Street  West  (just  west  of  Spadina  subway) 

For  more  information;  (416)  593-4138 
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Subscribe  now  to  Spartac/st  Ireland^  4 is8ues/€4,  order  from:  Dublin 
Spartacist  Group,  P.O.  Box  2944,  Dublin  1,  Republic  of  Ireland.  For 
single  issues,  $1,  order  from:  Spartacist  Publishing  Co.,  Box  1377 
GPO,  New  York,  NY  10013. 


We  send  internalionalist  greetings  to  the  com- 
rades of  the  Spartacist jGroup  Ireland  on  the 
occahon'of  thejirst  issue  of  theirfiress.  We 
reprint  below  the  introductory  article  from  the 
newspaper  dated  Spring/Summer  2002.  Forward 
to  the  reforging  of  the  Fourth  International! 

We  are  proud  lo  announce  ihe  publication  of 
the  first  issue  of  Spartacist  Ireland^  newspaper 
of  the  Spartacist  Group  Ireland  (SGI) — for- 
merly the  Dublin  Spartacist  Group— Irish  sec- 
tion of  the  International  Communist  League 
(Fourth  Internationalist).  As  stated  in  our  in- 
ternational “Declaration  of  Principles  and  Some 
Elements  of  Program"  {Spartacist  No.  54, 

Spring  1998).  the  ICL  "is  a proletarian,  rev- 
olutionary and  internationalist  tendency  which 
is  committed  to  the  task  of  building  Leninist 
parties  as  national  sections  of  a democratic- 
centralist  international  whose  purpose  is  to  lead 
the  working  class  to  victory  through  socialist 
revolutions  throughout  the  world." 

The  establishment  of  this  journal  is  a modest 
but  real  step  in  the  consolidation  and  construc- 
tion of  an  Irish  section  of  the  ICL.  As  V.  I. 

Lenin  explained  in  Where  to  Begin  (May  1901). 
the  intervention  of  the  revolutionary  parly  is 
necessary  to  make  the  working  class  conscious 
of  its  historic  task  to  overthrow  capitalism. 

Lenin  underscored  the  importance  of  a newspa- 
per in  building  such  a party: 

“The  role  of  a newspaper,  however,  is  not  lim- 
ited solely  to  the  dissemination  of  ideas,  to 
political  education,  and  lo  the  enlistment  of 
political  allies.  A newspaper  is  not  only  a col- 
lective propagandist  and  a collective  agitator,  it 
IS  also  a collective  organiser.  In  the  last  respect 
it  may  be  likened  to  the  scaffolding  round  a 
building  under  construction,  which  marks  the 
contours  of  the  structure  and  facilitates  commu- 
nication between  the  builders,  enabling  them  to 
distribute  the  work  and  to  view  the  common 
results  achieved  by  their  organised  labour." 

— Collected  Works,  Vol.  5 
The  banner  of  the  ICL  was  first  planted  in  Ireland  in 
Autumn  1990  with  the  founding  of  the  Dublin  Spartacist 
Youth  Group  (DSYG).  Key  to  the  founding  of  the  DSYG 
was  the  intervention  of  the  ICL  into  the  nascent  political 
revolution  which  unfolded  in  the  East  German  deformed 
workers  stale  in  1989-90.  We  fought  for  unconditional 
military  defence  of  the  DDR  and  for  a red  Germany  of 
workers  councils,  for  revolutionary  reunification  through 
proletarian  political  revolution  in  the  East  and  socialist 
revolution  in  the  West  to  overthrow  the  bourgeoisie.  The 
restoration  of  capitalism  led  lo  massive  immiseration  of 
the  working  class,  attacks  on  the  rights  of  women  and  the 
rise  of  racist  attacks  and  communalist  wars  throughout 
Eastern  Europe  and  the  former  Soviet  Union. 

Today  we  uphold  the  Trotskyist  programme  of  uncon- 
ditional military  defence  of  the  remaining  deformed 
workers  states:  China,  North  Korea,  Cuba  and  Vietnam. 
We  stand  for  proletarian  political  revolution  to  oust  the 


Stalinist  bureaucracies  whose  ^licies  of  conciliating 
imperialism  threaten  the  gains  ^ the  social  revolutions 
in  these  countries — the  collectivised  economy,  central 
planning  and  monopoly  of  foreign  trade. 

In  addition  to  the  devastating  consequences  in  East- 
ern Europe  and  the  former  Soviet  Union,  the  counterrev- 
olution emboldened  the  imperialists  to  undertake  new 
imperialist  interventions  from  Serbia  to  Afghanistan  and 
beyond.  Although  Ireland  is  a very  small,  weak  capitalist 
country,  nevertheless  its  position  at  the  western  Atlantic 
approaches  to  Britain  and  continental  Europe  gives  it 
strategic  military  significance.  Despite  the  nationalist 
myth  of  Irish  "neutrality."  pushed  not  least  by  the  fake 
left,  Ireland  has  never  been  neutral.  The  Irish  bourgeoisie 
has  deployed  troops  as  part  of  UN  imperialist  “peace- 
keeping" missions  from  Lebanon  to  the  Balkans  and 
East  Timor  and  regularly  makes  Shannon  airport  avail- 
able for  refuelling  by  U.S.  military  aircraft  including  in 


the  recent  war  against  Afghanistan.  During 
that  war  we  raised  the  demand  for  class  strug- 
gle at  home  and  called  on  the  working  class  to 
defend  Afghanistan.  IhshlUN  troops  out  of 
the  Near  East.  Balkans  and  East  Timor! 

Against  Labourite  chauvinism  and  Green 
nationalism,  the  SGI  is  committed  to  raising  the 
banner  of  proletarian  internationalism,  not  least 
in  the  context  of  Northern  Ireland.  As  slated  in 
the  ICL’s  1977  "Theses  on  Ireland"  (reprinted 
in  Ireland:  Workers  to  Power!  (1991))  the  key 
components  of  a revolutionary  working-class 
perspective  include:  For  the  immediate  and 
unconditional  withdrawal  of  the  British  Army! 
Full  democratic  rights  for  the  oppressed  Cath- 
olic minority  in  Northern  Ireland!  Not  Orange 
against  Green,  but  class  against  class!  No  for- 
cible reunification!  For  an  Irish  workers  repub- 
lic in  a voluntary  federation  of  workers  repub- 
lics in  the  British  Isles!  This  leaves  open  the 
question  of  where  the  Protestants  will  fall  and 
highlights  the  relationship  of  the  proletarian 
revolutions  throughout  the  British  Isles  and  the 
virtual  impossibility  of  a resolution  of  the  Irish 
question  on  a working-class  basis  outside  this 
framework. 

James  Connolly,  the  internationalist  social- 
ist workers  leader,  aptly  characterised  women 
in  Ireland  as  the  “slaves  of  the  slaves."  We  are 
including  in  our  newspaper  a regular  section 
dealing  with  the  fight  against  women’s  oppres- 
sion under  the  Women  and  Revolution  {W&R) 
masthead.  This  is  continuing  in  the  tradition  of 
the  Bolsheviks  who  published  the  paper  Rabot- 
nitsa  (The  Woman  Worker)  and  our  own  journal 
W&R  which  was  published  by  the  Spartacist 
League/U.S.  from  1971  to  1998.  The  ICL  con- 
tinues to  publish  articles  under  W&R  mastheads 
in  our  international  theoretical  journal  Spartacist 
and  in  the  press  of  various  ICL  sections. 

The  fight  for  women’s  liberation  is  strategic 
for  socialist  revolution  in  Ireland  where  social  policy, 
education  and  healthcare  basically  remain  in  the  grip  of 
the  Catholic  church  hierarchy.  Conditions  for  women  in 
Northern  Ireland  are  little  better:  Protestant  fundamen- 
talists routinely  join  the  Catholic  church  in  opposing  the 
extension  of  Britain’s  1967  abortion  law.  The  revolu- 
tionary party  must  champion  struggles  against  every 
form  of  social  oppression  to  become  a “tribune  of  the 
people":  combating  not  only  the  oppression  of  women 
but  also  that  of  gays,  Travellers  and  immigrants. 

We  fight  to  forge  a Bolshevik  parly  to  lead  the  work- 
ing class  in  its  historic  mission  to  liberate  all  the 
oppressed  and  establish  a planned  economy  based  on 
socialised  property  forms.  We.  along  with  our  comrades 
in  the  Spartacist  League/Britain,  fight  for  workers  revo- 
lution on  both  sides  of  the  border  and  both  sides  of  the 
Irish  Sea.  Fora  reforged  Fourth  International  that  Trot- 
sky would  recognise  as  his  own!m 


any  communications  lo  or  from  him. 
Stewart’s  indictment  is  being  used  lo  jus- 
tify Ashcroft’s  fiat  last  fall  allowing 
prison  authorities  to  violate  attorney- 
client  confidentiality  by  eavesdropping 
on  their  di-scussions.  In  dictating  what 
defendants  and  attorneys  can  say  to  each 
other.  Ashcroft  is  effectively  denying  the 
right  to  any  real  legal  defense. 

Such  moves  flagrantly  violate  the 
rights  of  prisoners  and  attorneys  alike. 
But  already  the  nearly  two  million  men 
and  women  entombed  in  America’s  pris- 
ons, over  half  of  them  black  and  His- 
panic. have  virtually  no  rights.  The  courts 
have  repeatedly  declared  that  prison  offi- 
cials can  read  inmates’  mail,  censor  their 
speech,  restrict  visits  from  and  communi- 
cations with  family.  Class-war  prisoners 
such  as  Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  Ray  Luc 


Levasseur.  Hugo  Pinell  and  dozens  more 
are  held  in  “super-max"  prisons,  locked 
up  23  hours  a day.  with  rigid  restrictions 
on  the  literature  they  can  receive  and 
access  to  the  press. 

The  U.S.  rulers  have  a long  history  of 
resorting  to  conspiracy  laws  against  their 
perceived  opponents  when  they  can't  pin 
any  illegal  activities  on  them.  The  early 
trade  unions  in  this  country  were  out- 
lawed as  “criminal  conspiracies.”  Left- 
ists, union  organizers  and  opponents  of 
America’s  entry  into  the  First  World  War 
were  imprisoned  on  charges  of  "seditious 
conspiracy."  and  in  1943.  18  Trotskyists 
and  leaders  of  the  Minneapolis  Teamsters 
were  thrown  in  jail  under  the  Smith  Act 
for  conspiracy  because  of  their  opposition 
to  U.S.  imperialism  in  World  War  II. 

Today,  the  capitalist  rulers  sell  their 
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The  End  of  Welfare:  Race,  Sex,  Class 
and  the  Capitalist  War  on  the  Poor 

Saturday,  April  27,  3 p.m. 

Harvard  University  Science  Center,  Room  102B 


BOSTON 


For  more  information:  (617)  666-9453 


assault  on  civil  liberties  with  the  watch- 
word of  "national  unity,"  claiming  that 
only  a small  and  vulnerable  sector  of  the 
population  would  be  affected  by  the 
“anti-terror"  roundups.  But  as  we  warned 
in  December,  "In  the  government’s  gun 
sights,  however,  is  just  about  everyone 
perceived  as  an  opponent  by  the  capitalist 
rulers — from  those  who  oppose  U.S. 
imperialist  wars  abroad  to  those  who 
speak  out  against  racist  oppression  or 
fight  to  defend  their  unions  and  live- 


lihoods against  attacks  by  the  employ- 
ers.” As  we  noted  in  that  article,  what  the 
government  is  able  to  get  away  with  will 
be  determined  by  the  level  of  social 
struggle.  The  labor  movement,  fighters 
for  black  rights  and  all  opponents  of  cap- 
italist injustice  have  a direct  interest 
in  joining  in  defense  of  Lynne  Stewart. 
Ahmed  Abdel  Sattar,  Yassir  Al-Sirri  and 
Mohammed  Yousry  and  in  calling  for 
freedom  for  all  those  detained  in  the 
anti-immigrant  witchhunt.  ■ 
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Young  Spartacus 


From  Korea  Through  the  Vietnam  War 


The 


But  the  war  was  propelling  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  previously  apolitical  youth  like 
him  toward  the  far  left. 

I noted  previously  that  the  first  major 
national  antiwar  protest  look  place  m 
Washington.  D.C.  in  the  spring  of  1965 
and  was  organized  by  the  Student.s  for  a 
Democratic  Society  (SDS).  At  the  invita- 
tion of  the  SDS  leaders,  the  rally  was 
addressed  by  two  liberal  U.S.  senators. 
One  of  them,  the  Democrat  Ernc'i 
Gruening  of  Alaska,  denounced  the 
“expansionist”  policies  of  Communist 
China  while  also  calling  for  a negotiated 
solution  to  the  war  in  Vietnam.  A few 
years  later,  it  would  be  inconceivable  for 
the  SDS  leadership  to  invite  Democratic 
senators  to  one  of  its  antiwar  protests, 
and  anyone  who  spoke  of  Chinese 
“expansionism”  would  have  been  booed 
off  the  speaker’s  platform.  By  1968.  a 
favorite  chant  among  leftists  in  the  anti- 
war movement  was  “Ho.  Ho.  Ho  Chi 
Minh — NLF  is  gonna  win!” 

The  leftward  radicalizalion  within 
the  antiwar  movement  was  mirrored  in 
the  propaganda  we  directed  at  that 
movement.  Our  first  antiwar  leaflet- 
titled  “What  Gives  in  Vietnam?” — was 
put  out  for  the  1965  SDS  rally.  We  here 
addressed  a left-liberal  position  on  the 
war.  Thus,  we  argued  for  an  immediate 
and  unconditional  withdrawal  of  U.S. 
troops  from  Vietnam  in  opposition  to  the 
negotiated  withdrawal  advocated  by  the 
liberal  bourgeois  politicians  speaking  at 
this  rally. 

By  1968,  in  a Spartacist  supplement 
for  one  of  the  big  antiwar  demos,  we 
were  taking  on  the  widespread  illusions 
in  the  revolutionary  virtues  of  Vietnam- 
ese Stalinism: 

“There  has  been  an  understandable  but 
nevertheless  unfortunate  tendency  on  the 
part  of  the  American  left  to  ideaii/c 
Ho  Chi  Minh  and  the  leadership  of  the 
NLF  [National  Liberation  Front],  and  for 
radicals  to  turn  their  correct  demands 
for  military  victory  against  impenalism 
and  its  puppets  into  uncritical  political 
support  for  these  leaders  and  their  poli- 
tics. This  is  a grave  error,  for  not  only 
do  these  would-be  revolutionaries  not 
understand  the  deformities  of  those  they 
support — and  are  extremely  likely  to  feel 
personally  betrayed  when  the  inevitable 
occurs — but  are  likely  to  carry  over  the 
Stalinist  hallmarks  of  class-collaboration 
and  murderous  opportunism  into  the 
American  revolutionary  movement  " 

The  transition  from  the  New  Left  liber- 
alism of  the  mid  1960s  to  the  New  Left 
Maoism  of  the  late  ’60s  was  not  a sudden 
and  inexplicable  conversion  but  rather 
was  an  organic  evolution.  When  paleon- 
tologists study  the  evolution  of  species, 
they  look  for  the  fossil  remains  of  an 
intermediate  species.  This  species  has 
some  of  the  distinctive  characteristic.'^  of 
both  its  forerunner  and  its  successor. 

I’m  pretty  sure  few  youth  have  heard  of 
Carl  Oglesby.  Yet.  in  my  opinion,  he  was 
a significant  figure  in  the  intellectual 
history  of  the  American  left  in  this 
period  because  his  political  ideology 


We  prim  below  the  fourth  and  final 
part  of  an  educational  on  the  American 
left  given  over  two  days  by  Sparta- 
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Joseph  Seymour  to  a gathering  of  Spar- 
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Parade  outside  Hanoi  in  October  1973  displays  might  of  Soviet-armed  North 
Vietnamese  military.  America  lost  the  Vietnam  War  on  the  battlefield. 


Before  discussing  the  left  and  the  Viet- 
nam antiwar  movement,  I want  to  say  a 
few  words  about  the  non-left  in  the  anti- 
war movement  because  it  was  a lot  big- 
ger than  the  left.  Today,  there  is  a gener- 
ally held /fl/se  conception  of  the  Vietnam 
antiwar  movement,  a conception  that  is 
perpetuated  by  all  sides  of  the  bourgeois 
political  spectrum.  Liberals  claim  the 
antiwar  movement  as  their  own  and  credit 
themselves  with  ending  the  war.  Right- 
wingers claim  the  U.S.  could  have  won 
the  war  in  Vietnam  but  lost  it  on  the  home 
front  due  to  the  opposition  of  bleeding- 
heart  liberals  and  hippie  peaceniks. 

Some  months  ago,  I was  watching  a 
TV  biography  of  the  film  actor  Gregory 
Peck,  a liberal  Hollywood  icon,  who  was 
one  of  the  first  big-name  movie  stars  to 
speak  out  against  the  war.  He  explained 
he  had  done  so  because  the  U.S.  was 
“destroying  a nation”  in  the  name  of 
saving  it  from  Communism.  I have  no 
doubt  that  Peck  was  sincerely  motivated 
by  humanitarian  concerns  for  the  Vietna- 
mese people. 

However,  the  bulk  of  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  people  who  by  1968  were 
involved  in  the  antiwar  movement  were 
not  primarily  concerned  with  stopping 
the  killing  of  Vietnamese  by  Americans, 
although  they  certainly  wanted  that  to 


Part  Four:  The 
Vietnam  war 


Publication  of  Spartacist  supporters 
in  U.S.  Army  during  Vietnam  War 
sought  to  intersect  growing 
opposition  to  war  among  soldiers 
forced  by  imperialists  to  kill 
and  be  killed. 

happen.  They  were  primarily  concerned 
with  stopping  the  killing  of  Americans 
by  Vietnamese.  The  U.S.  then  had  a draft 
army.  At  the  height  of  the  war,  half  a 
million  U.S.  troops  were  in  Vietnam,  and 
they  were  constantly  being  recycled.  So 
millions  of  young  American  men  risked 
being  killed,  wounded  or  captured  in 
the  war.  It  was  they,  their  girlfriends, 
their  brothers  and  sisters,  their  parents 
and  grandparents  who  took  to  the  streets 
demanding  an  end  to  the  war.  For  exam- 
ple, in  1970  the  working-class  Chicano 
community  in  East  Los  Angeles  staged 
a mass  antiwar  protest  that  was  mur- 
derously attacked  by  police.  Comrade 
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Victor  G.  was  an  eyewitness  to  this 
event,  called  the  Chicano  Moratorium. 

More  generally,  the  large  majority  of 
those  participating  in  the  big  semiannual 
“peace”  demonstrations  were  not  leftists 
or  liberal  activists;  they  were  so-called 
“ordinary  people."  We  were  selling  Spar- 
tacist at  antiwar  protests  to  contingents 
from  Methodist  congregations  in  small 
New  Jersey  towns.  A few  years  earlier  or 
a few  years  later,  we  would  have  had  to 
have  gone  to  suburban  church  bazaars  to 
intersect  the  same  people.  The  main  pop- 
ular slogan  of  the  Vietnam  antiwar  move- 
ment was  “Bring  Our  Boys  Home.”  to 
which  we  said.  "Our  boys  are  the  North 
Vietnamese  and  the  South  Vietnamese 
National  Liberation  Front.”  When  the 
American  “boys”  were  brought  home  in 
1973  and  the  draft  was  abolished  shortly 
thereafter,  the  size  of  the  antiwar  protests 
plummeted  from  hundreds  of  thousands 
to  a few  lens  of  thousands. 

Nonetheless,  it’s  important  to  appre- 
ciate the  large-scale  youth  radicalizalion 
caused  by  the  Vietnam  War.  not  only  on 
the  campuses  but  also  in  the  armed 
forces.  In  1968-69,  we  did  some  antiwar 
work  in  the  military,  pulling  out  a news- 
letter called  G.I.  Voice.  One  of  the  few 
people  recruited  through  this  work  was  a 
young  navy  medic  named  Eric,  a very 
nice,  very  likable  guy.  He  had  no  prior 
background  as  a leftist  or  liberal  activist. 
He  was  drafted,  or  perhaps  volunteered, 
trained  as  a medic  and  sent  to  Vietnam. 
There  he  saw  his  best  friend  killed  up 
close.  This  experience  was  so  traumatic 
that  it  made  him  willing  to  join  a very 
small  revolutionary  Marxist  propaganda 
group.  We  were  not  able  to  keep  Eric. 
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4 May  1970:  Ohio  National  Guard  advances  on  student  antiwar  protest  at 
Kent  State  University.  Massacre  of  four  students  sparked  nationwide  wave  of 
campus  strikes. 


an  intermediate  species  between  New 
Left  liberalism  and  New  Left  Maoism. 
Oglesby  was  a leader  of  SDS  who  in  I967 
wrote  a book  on  the  Cold  War  called 
Contaifttnent  and  Change.  In  it,  he  came 
out  for  defense  of  the  Asian  Communist 
regimes  and  movements  against  Ameri- 
can imperialism  by  arguing  from  radical 
democratic  principles,  centrally  the  right 
of  national  self-determination.  Oglesby 
did  not  claim  to  be  a Marxist-Leninist.  In 
fact,  he  rejected  Marxism,  and  especially 
Leninism,  as  an  inadequate  set  of  ideas 
for  explaining  the  contemporary  world. 

Oglesby  maintained  that  the  Cold  War, 
at  least  in  the  I960s,  was  fundamentally 
a national  conflict,  not  a conflict  between 
capitalism  and  socialism.  He  viewed  the 
Asian  Communist  countries  of  China  and 
North  Vietnam  as  the  most  radical  expres- 
sions of  the  dnticolonial  revolution.  He 
wrote.  "One  should  be  able  to  show 
somehow  that  the  issue  of  the  Vietnam 
war  is  not  Western  freedom  versus  East- 
ern slavery,  but  foreign  versus  local  con- 
trol of  Vietnam.’’  Similarly,  he  asserted 
that  the  Chinese  Revolution  "has  nothing 
at  all  to  do  with  communism,  but  rather 
with  the  independent  organization  of 
China  and  her  acquisition  of  modern  fire.” 
Oglesby  argued  that  Mao’s  China  and 
Ho’s  Vietnam  were  fundamentally  closer 
to  (though  more  radical  than)  Nehru’s 
India  and  Nasser’s  Egypt  than  to  Soviet 
Russia. 

Furthermore,  he  maintained  that  the 
Soviet  Union  and  the  United  States  were 
working  together  to  keep  in  check  revolu- 
tionary forces  in  the  Third  World: 

"With  the  Soviet  Union,  we  have  gone 
from  confrontation  to  JeterUe....  Direct 
military  collision  is  feared  and  avoided 
equally  by  both  sides,  crises  are  referred 
to  hot  lines  instead  of  war  rooms,  and 
one  sometimes  wonders  if  there  is  not 
something  still  springier  in  the  air:  a 
slow  convergence  of  political  aims.. The 
European  Co[^  War  no  longer  finds  Rus- 
sians and  Americans  peering  at  each 
other  through  gunsights.  Instead,  we 
have  had  the  experience  of  virtually  inte- 
grated aid  programs  in  Afghanistan  and 
India.  We  are  in  open  solidarity  on  the 
vexatious  Kashmir  question — and  behind 
It.  perhaps  in  essential  agreement  on  the 
China  question." 

As  is  evident,  Oglesby  was  not  very 
prescient.  The  important  point  is  that 
his  identification  of  Asian  Stalinism 
with  modernizing  nationalism  and  of 
Soviet  Stalinism  with  American  imperi- 
alism represented  an  intellectual  bridge 
between  New  Left  liberalism  and  New 
Left  Maoism. 

The  Rise  of  New  Left  Maoism 

The  question  remains:  why  did  so 
many  radical  activists  traverse  that 
bridge?  There  are  a number  of  explana- 
tory factors,  both  negative  and  positive. 

I already  discussed  one  of  the  main 
negative  factors:  the  demise  of  "revolu- 
tionary” black  nationalism  signaled  by 
the  split  in  the  Black  Panther  Party.  Polit- 
ical and  organizational  support  to  black 
nationalism  was  a core  element  of  the 
New  Left  that  distinguished  it  from  "old 
left”  radicalism.  Defense  of  the  Panthers, 
like  defense  of  North  Vietnam  and  the 
South  Vietnamese  NLF,  was  common 


to  the  entire  spectrum  of  New  Left  radi- 
cals. from  drugged-oul  anarcho-hippie 
types  to  earnest  young  would-be  commu- 
nists grappling  with  the  pseudo-dialectics 
of  Mao’s  On  Coniradiction.  The  mani- 
fest failure  of  black  nationalist-inspired 
lumpen  vanguardism  impelled  many 
white  radicals,  as  well  as  black  radicals, 
toward  proletarian  vanguardism. 

Concurrently,  "student  power”  demon- 
strated its  impotence  by  its  very  suc- 
cess. What  do  1 mean  by  this  paradoxical 
statement?  By  1969-70,  antiwar  senti- 
ment among  students  and  also  faculty 
had  become  so  widespread  that  campus- 
based  leftist  radicals  were  able  to  disrupt 
the  noimal  functioning  of  the  university 
system. 

In  the  spring  of  1970,  U.S.  president 
Richard  Nixon  orderec.  American  troops 
in  South  Vietnam  into  neighboring  Cam- 
bodia. This  move  was  seen  as  a signifi- 
cant escalation  of  the  war.  In  the  ensuing 
campus  protests.  Ohio  National  Guards- 
men opened  fire  and  killed  four  students 
at  Kent  State  University.  Ten  days  later, 
white  police  and  state  patrolmen  killed 
two  black  student  protesters  at  Jackson 
Slate  University  in  Mississippi. 

These  events  triggered  a nationwide 
antiwar  strike  which  shut  down  hundreds 
of  colleges  in  the  country.  Four  and  a half 
million  students — more  than  half  the 
entire  U.S.  student  population — were  in- 
volved in  these  protests.  Many  colleges 
remained  shut  down  through  the  end  of 
the  semester.  Yet  the  war  continued  as 
before.  The  more  serious  and  intelligent 
movement  activists  recognized  that  after 
the  Kent-Cambodia  events  "student  pow- 
er”  could  go  no  further.  Other  sections  of 
American  society  had  to  be  mobilized. 

If  the  Kent-Cambodia  events  demon- 
strated the  impotence  of  "student  power.” 
the  May  ’68  events  in  France  demon- 
strated the  actual  power  of  the  working 
class.  A leftist  student  protest  trig- 
gered a workers  general  strike  that  shook 
the  semi-bonapartist  regime  of  Charles 
de  Gaulle  to  its  foundations.  For  over  a 
month,  France  was  engulfed  in  a pre- 
revolutionary crisis.  Finally,  the  French 


Communist  Party  managed  to  sell  out  the 
strike  and  bring  it  to  an  end  in  exchange 
for  some  comparatively  minor  economic 
gains. 

What  was  important  to  the  American 
left  was  that  the  “old  left”  traditional 
Marxist  view  of  the  working  class  was 
clearly  and  dramatically  vindicated.  To 
be  sure,  many  American  radicals,  and 
especially  black  nationalists,  maintained 
that  France  was  not  the  United  Slates. 
They  argued  that,  unlike  in  France,  the 
while  majority  of  the  American  working 
class  was  racist  because  they  benefited 
materially  from  the  oppression  of  blacks. 
Nonetheless,  the  French  May  ’68  events 
exploded  one  of  the  central  premises 
of  New  Left  ideology — that  the  working 
class  in  the  advanced  capitalist  countries 
had  become  completely  bourgeoisified 
and  no  longer  had  any  revolutionary 
potential. 

Furthermore,  there  also  was  in  this 
period  a heightened  level  of  labor  strug- 
gle in  the  U.S..  in  part  conditioned  by  the 
war.  Economically,  the  war  was  generat- 
ing rapid  price  inflation,  which  meant 
an  erosion  of  real  wage  value.  Simulta- 
neously, a layer  of  young  workers — some 
Vietnam  vets,  some  college  dropouts, 
some  both — injected  a mood  of  rebellious 
militancy  and  hostility  toward  established 
authority  into  the  labor  movement.  For 
example,  in  the  spring  of  1970  a nation- 
wide postal  strike  took  place,  the  first 
national  strike  of  federal  government 
employees  in  U.S.  history.  It  was  a big 
deal  because  it  was  illegal  under  the  gov- 
ernment’s anti-labor  legislation  prohib- 
iting strikes  by  government  employees. 
We  wrote  a leaflet  on  the  strike  that  is 
included  in  the  first  bound  volume  of 
Spartacist. 

The  French  May  ’68  events  and  the 
heightened  level  of  labor  struggle  in 
the  U.S.  do  much  to  explain  why  many 
New  Left  radicals  turned  toward  the 
working  class  in  the  early  ’70s.  But  this 
do  not  explain  why  most  of  them — 
not  all.  but  most — did  so  under  the  ideo- 
logical and  organizational  banner  of 
Maoism-Stalinism.  Here  the  Vietnam 


The  SL  and  its 
youth  group,  the 
Revolutionary 
Communist  Youth,  put 
forward  antNmperiallst 
program  at  march  in 
Boston,  1972.  Socialist 
Workers  Party  leader 
Fred  Halstead  (right) 
headed  effort  to  build 
class-collaborationist 
“antiwar"  bloc  with 
liberai  bourgeoisie. 


War  was  of  decisive  importance. 

By  1970.  it  was  clear  that  the  U.S.  was 
likely  to  lose  the  war.  U.S.  forces  would 
probably  pull  out  of  South  Vietnam, 
which  would  then  be  taken  over  by  the 
North  Vietnamese  and  NLF.  That  was 
in  fact  what  happened  between  1973 
and  *75.  With  the  looming  defeat  of  U.S. 
imperialism,  the  Vietnamese  Stalinist 
leadership  acquired  enormous  political 
authority  among  young  American  leftist 
radicals.  Ho  Chi  Minh.  who  died  in 
1969.  and  his  colleagues  were  viewed  as 
demonstrably  the  world’s  best  revolution- 
aries. They  had  inflicted  an  unexpected 
historic  defeat  on  American  imperialism. 

Whereas  the  leaders  of  the  Cuban 
Revolution — Castro  and  Guevara — were 
New  Leftists  in  the  world  Communist 
movement,  the  leaders  of  the  Vietnamese 
Revolution  were  very  much  "old"  leftists. 
Ho  Chi  Minh  had  joined  the  Communist 
International  in  Lenin’s  day.  The  Viet- 
namese Communists  always  had  been 
orthodox  Moscow-line  Stalinists.  Unlike 
Mao.  Ho  did  not  even  claim  to  have  made 
major  original  contributions  to  "Marxist- 
Leninist”  doctrine. 

The  enhanced  authority  of  Vietnam- 
ese Stalinism  led  to  a resurgence  in  the 
authority  of  orthodox  Stalinism  among 
young  American  leftists,  By  the  early 
’70s,  it  was  common  in  Maoist  organiza- 
tions and  circles  to  study  the  work  of  Sta- 
lin along  with  that  of  Lenin  and  Mao. 
In  1973,  a major  bourgeois  publishing 
house.  Doubleday,  brought  out  a paper- 
back edition  of  the  selected  theoretical 
writings  of  Stalin  with  an  introduction  by 
a Maoist  intellectual.  There  was  now  a 
market  for  such  a book.  I remember  some 
liberal  academic  complaining  indignantly 
that  while  Harry  Truman’s  memoirs  were 
out  of  print,  Barnes  & Noble  was  display- 
ing the  works  of  Stalin.  Incidentally,  if 
you  are  ever  in  u masochistic  mood  and 
want  to  inflict  mental  torture  on  yourself, 
read  Stalin. 

The  New  Left  Turns  to  the 
Labor  Movement 

The  final  chapter  of  our  story  can  be 
called  "the  New  Left  goes  to  the  work- 
ing class.”  Most  of  these  young  radicals 
entered  the  factories  with  the  expecta- 
tion that  they  would  soon  be  leading  sig- 
nificant numbers  of  workers,  just  as  they 
had  been  leading  significant  numbers  of 
students.  Also,  many  of  them  had  college 
or  even  graduate  degrees,  so  they  could 
always  pursue  petty-bourgeois  livelihoods 
if  their  careers  as  professional  revolu- 
tionaries did  not  play  out  as  expected.  In 
short,  most  young  radicals  joined  the 
labor  movement  with  a short  time  hori- 
zon. which  made  them  especially  suscep- 
tible to  opportunism. 

The  political  culture  of  America’s  fac- 
tories in  the  early  ’70s  was  very  different 
than  that  of  America’s  campuses.  While 
the  Vietnam  War  had  become  generally 
unpopular,  the  large  majority  of  white 
workers  and  many  older  black  workers 
were  still  American  patriots.  If  they  were 
liberals,  they  supported  detente — that  is, 
better  relations — between  the  U.S.  and 
continued  on  page  6 
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29  May  1968  was  high  point  of  prerevolutionary  situation  in  France  as 
600,000  workers  took  to  Paris  streets  in  march  called  by  the  General 
Federation  of  Labor  (CGT),  trade-union  arm  of  the  Communist  Party. 


U.S.  Left... 

(continued  from  page  5) 

Soviet  Russia  and  between  the  U.S.  and 
Communist  China.  But  they  did  not  sup- 
port North  Vietnam  and  China  against  the 
United  States.  New  Left  radicals  quickly 
figured  out  that  if  they  wanted  to  be 
elected  shop  steward  or  to  some  other 
local  union  post.  It  was  not  a good  idea  to 
chant  "Ho.  Ho.  Ho  Chi  Minh— NLF  is 
gonna  win”  at  union  rallies. 

There  was  in  this  period  also  a sizable 
layer  of  young  black  and  Latino  workers 
who  could  have  been  won  to  an  anti- 
imperialist perspective  in  solidarity  with 
the  oppre.ssed  nonwhile  peoples  of  the 
Third  World.  These  were  the  workers 
who  a few  years  earlier,  as  high  school 
students,  might  have  joined  the  Black 
Panthers,  the  Chicano  La  Raza  party  or 
the  Puerto  Rican  Young  Lords.  However, 
young  black  and  Latino  workers,  like 
other  workers  of  all  ethnicities,  generally 
had  conventional  if  not  reactionary  views 
on  many  social  questions.  Women’s  lib- 
eration. not  to  speak  of  gay  liberation, 
was  not  exactly  a cause  near  and  dear  to 
the  hearts  of  most  young  black  and  La- 
tino males. 

As  a result,  when  they  went  to  work 
in  the  labor  movement,  most  left-radical 
groups  dropped  the  anti-imperialist  rheto- 
ric. they  dropped  the  sexual-revolution 
rhetoric  and  they  sought  to  build  support 
on  the  basis  of  shopfloor  militancy  and 
trade-union  economism. 

In  terms  of  national  union  politics,  most 
left-radical  groups  supported  militant- 
talking,  so-called  progressive  opposition- 
ists like  Ed  Sadlowski  in  the  United  Steel- 
workers of  America  and  Arnold  Miller 
in  the  United  Mine  Workers.  These  were 
mainstream  pro-Democratic  Party  liber- 
als who  supported  the  Cold  War  against 
the  Soviet  Union  and  China.  Further- 
more, the  main  tactic  of  out-bureaucrats 
like  Sadlowski  and  Miller  was  to  con- 
vince the  federal  government  to  intervene 


on  their  behalf  against  the  incumbent 
union  leadership.  Leftist  radicals  who  in 
the  mid  1960s  abandoned  the  liberal  pro- 
gram of  appealing  for  federal  government 
intervention  on  the  side  of  black  people 
in  the  civil  rights  movement  now  returned 
to  that  program  by  appealing  for  govern- 
ment intervention  in  support  of  "progres- 
sive” union  oppositionists. 

I recall  giving  a public  talk  in  1972  in 
Chicago,  where  many  left  group.s,  includ- 
ing our  own,  had  concentrated  their 
forces  in  unionized  industry.  This  talk 
covered  a broad  range  of  our  positions 
on  the  main  contentious  issues  of  the 
day.  The  discussion  period,  however,  was 
dominated  by  our  principled  opposition 
to  government  intervention  in  the  unions. 
A leader  of  a small,  eclectic  left-Stalinist 
group  called  the  Sojourner  Truth  Organ- 
ization denounced  this  position  as  ultraleft 
and  sectarian.  From  his  standpoint,  it  was 
ultraleft  and  sectarian  because  most  left 
groups  were  supporting  union  opposi- 
tions that  were  taking  the  incumbent  lead- 
ership to  court,  in  some  cases  working 
directly  with  the  Justice  Department. 


I introduced  this  educational  by  em- 
phasizing that  the  interaction  between 
the  American  left  and  American  liber- 
alism is  a two-way  street.  This  devel- 
opment is  a good  example  of  what  I 
meant.  When  young  leftist  radicals, 
mainly  of  the  Maoisi-Stalinist  persuasion, 
entered  the  labor  movement  in  the  early 
1970s.  they  encountered  the  bourgeois- 
democratic  illusions  prevalent  within  the 
working  class.  Liberal-minded  workers, 
though  dissatisfied  with  the  existing  pro- 
capitalist  union  bureaucracy,  believed  the 
government  could  and  should  intervene  to 
help  install  "progressive,”  equally  pro- 
capitalist. union  oppositionists.  So  as  not 
to  alienate  themselves  from  these  liberal 
workers,  almost  all  leftist  groups  likewise 
supported  government  intervention  into 
the  unions  despite  their  formal  adherence 
to  Marxist-Leninist  doctrine  on  the  class 
nature  of  the  state  as  an  instrument  for  the 
exploitation  of  the  working  class. 

While  almost  all  left  groups  adapted  to 
liberal  prejudices  in  the  American  work- 
ing class,  there  were  also  some  cases 
of  adaptation  to  reactionary  prejudices. 
The  most  extreme  case  of  which  I know 
was  that  of  Bob  Avakian’s  Revolutionary 
Union — subsequently  renamed  the  Revo- 
lutionary Communist  Party — in  the  1974- 
75  Boston  busing  crisis.  The  Revolution- 
ary Union  was  a quintessential  New  Left 
Maoist  tendency.  In  the  late  ’60s.  the  Ava- 
kianites  were  ardent  supporters  of  the 
Panthers  and  of  black  nationalism  more 
generally.  Yet  a few  years  later,  they  were 
endorsing  the  actions  of  white  racist 
mobs  led  by  right-wing  demagogues. 

In  1974,  a federal  judge  in  Boston 
ordered  the  initiation  of  large-scale  busing 
with  the  stated  aim  of  integrating  the 
city’s  de  facto  segregated  school  system. 
This  provoked  a violent  racist  reaction 
in  white,  predominantly  Irish  and  Italian, 
neighborhoods.  We  agitated  for  labor/ 
black  defense  of  black  schoolchildren 
against  the  white  racist  mobs,  The  Ava- 
kianites,  who  in  Boston  were  presum- 
ably working  mainly  among  lower-class 


whites,  decided  to  compete  for  leadership 
of  the  anti-busing  forces.  Denouncing 
the  busing  plan  as  a "capitalist  hoax,”  the 
front-page  headline  of  the  October  1974 
issue  of  their  paper  Revolution  raised  the 
slogan;  “People  Must  Unite  to  Smash 
Boston  Busing  Plan.” 

Had  the  ghost  of  Hegel  bothered  to 
monitor  the  evolution  of  the  Avakian 
group,  he  would  have  recognized  here  a 
perfect  example  of  dialectical  logic.  This 
tendency  originated  as  petty-bourgeois 
liberal  moralists  who  condemned  the 
white  working  class  for  its  racist  prej- 
udices. When  they  later  decided  they 
wanted  to  lead  the  very  same  white  work- 
ers. they  adapted  to  those  racist  preju- 
dices. For  New  Left  radicals  like  the  Ava- 
kianiies,  workerism  was  simply  the  flip 
side  of  intellectual  elitism.  Both  attitudes 
were  premised  on  the  belief  that  the  mass 
of  workers  could  not  attain  the  lofty 
moral  values  and  attitudes  of  intellectuals 
like  themselves. 

In  retrospect,  our  1972  "Trade  Union 
Memorandum”  (reprinted  in  Marxist  Bul- 
letin No.  9)  was  an  important  document. 


It  registered  a major  change  in  the  char- 
acter of  the  American  left  and.  therefore, 
in  our  relation  to  the  rest  of  the  left. 
During  the  1960s,  the  American  left 
was  dominated  by  various  forms  of  petty- 
bourgeois  radicalism — black  and  Latino 
nationalism,  student  vanguardism,  radical 
feminism.  The  Spartacist  League  was  pri- 
marily distinguished  from  the  rest  of  the 
left  (the  Progressive  Labor  Party  was  an 
exception  in  this  regard)  by  our  classic 
Marxist  position  that  the  industrial  work- 
ing class  was  the  main  social  agency 
capable  of  overthrowing  capitalism. 

By  the  early  ’70s.  almost  all  left  groups 
formally  claimed  adherence  to  proletarian 
vanguardism  and  engaged  in  trade-union 
work  to  some  degree.  What  now  primar- 
ily differentiated  us  from  the  rest  of  the 
left  was  that  we  intervened  in  the  work- 
ers movement  with  a revolutionary,  not  a 
reformist  or  economist,  program.  As  we 
wrote  in  the  ’72  memorandum,  "While 
the  possibility  exists,  however,  for  a 
qualitative  altering  of  the  relationship  of 
forces  in  the  labor  movement  in  favor  of 
revolutionary  leadership,  the  fundamental 
question  is  whether  the  bureaucracy  will 
be  defeated  by  communism  or  renewed 
labor  reformism.  I.e.  by  revolutionists  or 
slicker  fakers." 

What  are  the  main  lessons  to  be  drawn 
from  all  this  for  us  today?  First,  it  is 
important — indeed,  absolutely  essential — 
to  recognize  and  respond  to  leftward 
motion  and  left-right  differentiation  in 
the  workers  movement,  in  the  organiza- 
tions of  oppressed  ethnic  minorities  and 
also  among  liberal  student  youth  and 
intellectuals.  But  it  is  no  less  important 
to  recognize  that  such  motion  is  not  nec- 
essarily and.  especially  in  the  U.S.,  usu- 
ally Is  not  in  our  specific  direction,  that 
is.  toward  Trotskyism  as  the  present-day 
expression  of  revolutionary  Marxism. 

We  recognized  that  when  black  mili- 
tants raised  the  "Black  Power”  slogan  in 
the  mid  1960s.  they  were  breaking  to  the 
left  from  pro-Democratic  Party  liberal- 
ism. But  we  also  recognized  that  most  of 
them  were  moving  toward  black  separa- 
tism rather  than  revolutionary  integra- 
tionism.  We  recognized  that  student  radi- 
cals who  in  the  late  ’60s  were  chanting 
"Ho,  Ho.  Ho  Chi  Minh — NLF  is  gonna 
win"  had  certainly  moved  left  from  when 
a few  years  earlier  they  supported  or  at 
least  accepted  calls  for  a negotiated  with- 
drawal of  U.S.  troops  from  Vietnam.  But 
we  also  recognized  that  most  of  the  “Ho. 
Ho.  Ho  Chi  Minh”ers  were  supporters  of 
Asian  Stalinism,  not  Trotskyism. 

To  cite  a present-day  example,  gener- 
ally speaking  the  anarchists  and  anar- 
choid  youth  are  on  the  left  wing  of  the 
anti-globalization  milieu.  But  they  still 
are  very  distant  from  us.  especially  on  the 
Russian  question,  the  question  of  social 
revolution  and  its  defense.  Many  hard- 
line. doctrinaire  anarchists  are  more  hos- 
tile than  some  liberals  to  Castro’s  Cuba. 
The  world  of  politics  is  not  a neatly  logi- 
cal place  in  which  all  tendencies  fit  per- 
fectly into  a predetermined  grid. 


If  you  read  the  material  in  the  first 
bound  volume  of  Spartacist,  you  will 
see  we  were  not  at  all  given  to  sec- 
tarian abstentionism  and  what  Engels 
denounced  as  “revolutionary  phrasemon- 
gering.” We  were  very  active  and  inter- 
ventionist. We  were  always  attuned  to 
changes  on  the  left.  Yesterday’s  pacifist 
became  today’s  cheerleader  for  Third 
World  guerrilla  movements.  Yesterday’s 
intellectual  elitist  became  today’s  work- 
erist.  We  always  sought  to  respond  to 
new  developments  intelligently,  even  cre- 
atively. We  engaged  in  political  struggle 
with  a broad  range  of  organizations, 
movements  and  milieus. 

In  the  favorable  conditions  of  the  early 
’70s,  we  underwent  regroupments  with 
former  Black  Panthers  and  former  white 
radical  feminists  and  somewhat  later  with 
former  gay  liberationists.  We  recruited 
from  New  Left  Maoist  groups  and  Pro- 
gressive Labor,  from  the  Socialist  Work- 
ers Party  and  the  International  Socialists. 
We  did  so  by  honestly  and  intelligently 
confronting  our  basic  differences  with 
these  tendencies.  We  didn’t  soften  or  blur 
our  line  to  attract  people  from  a given 
organization  or  milieu. 

Especially  in  the  pre.sent  period,  it 
is  important  not  to  fall  into  an  attitude 
of  sectarian  disdain  for  the  rest  of  the 
left,  for  the  anti-globalization  and  other 
milieus  in  which  we  work.  Almost  all  our 
contacts  and  the  circles  we  encounter  are 
going  to  be  pretty  distant  from  revolution- 
ary Marxism.  There  are  no  unconscious 
Spartacists  out  there.  Revolutionary  poli- 
tics does  not  consist  of  running  up  a red 
flag  with  the  International  Communist 
League’s  hammer-and-four  and  looking 
around  to  see  who  salutes  it.  Recruit- 
ing and  assimilating  youth  is  hard,  time- 
consuming  mental  labor. 

I suppose  the  basic  point  is  that  the 
road  to  an  American  socialist  revolution  is 
long  and  narrow.  But  it  is  a very  interest- 
ing road  if  you  stick  it  out.  As  we  used  to 
say  in  the  1970s,  when  you  joined  the 
Spartacus  Youth  League — in  the  present 
case  the  Spartacus  Youth  Clubs— we 
never  promised  you  a ro.se  garden.* 

— Bound  Volumes  — 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Young  Spartacus 


In  Response  to  Spartacist  Protest: 

Army  Recruiters 
Abandon  Campus  Stall 


We  reprint  below  the  leaflet  issued 
by  our  Spartacus  Youth  Club  comrades 
in  Sydney,  Australia  to  build  for  a speak- 
out  at  the  University  of  Sydney  on  March 
20  to  protest  a city  cop  attack  on  leftists 
who  were  demonstrating  against  right- 
wingers and  military  recruitment  stalls  at 
the  school.  The  speakout  demands  were 
“Cops/Military  Recruiters  Off  Campus!" 
and  "Down  With  Capitalist  State  Repres- 
sion Against  the  Left — Drop  the  Charges 
Against  Sydney  University  Protesters 
Now! " Earlier  in  the  month,  a Spartacisi- 
initiated  protest  at  RMIT,  a Melbourne 
university,  caused  military  recruiters  to 
leave  campus. 

On  March  6.  the  Marxist  Spartacist 
League/SYC  led  a protest  demanding 
“Army  recruiters  off  the  campus!”  in 
response  to  the  Australian  army  having 
a recruitment  stall  at  the  Royal  Mel- 
bourne Institute  of  Technology  (RMIT) 
on  the  “Big  Festival  Day”  As  our  fiery 


along  with  the  International  Socialist 
Organisation  (ISO),  joined  chauvinist 
demonstrations  calling  for  Australian 
troops  into  East  Timor,  helping  to  feed 
the  climate  of  increased  bourgeois  mili- 
tarism. In  contrast,  we  protested  against 
the  Australian/UN  imperialist  occupation 
of  East  Timor.  The  main  enemy  is  the 
capitalist  class  at  home.  Soon  after 
our  polemic,  as  security  guards  ordered 
SYN  FM  (campus]  radio  (who  had  turned 
music  off  for  our  protest)  to  turn  their 
music  back  on  to  drown  out  our  protest, 
WP  and  SA  withered  away. 

The  Laborite  National  Union  of  Stu- 
dents (federation  of  campus  student 
governments,  supporters  of  pro-capitalist 
Australian  Labor  Party  (ALP)]  had  pos- 
ters up  on  the  campus  against  increased 
defence  spending  reading:  “Join  the 
army.. .gain  self  esteem. ..meet  interesting 
people.. .then  kill  them.”  The  RMIT  stu- 
dent bureaucrats  fervently  claimed  to 
agree  with  our  opposition  to  militarism, 
then  in  the  next  breath  they  complained 
bitterly  about  the  fact  that  we  audaciously 
and  loudly  protested  for  army  recruiters 
off  campus! 


red  protest  marched  through  campus, 
chants  of  “Army  recruiters — imperialist 
looters — off  the  campus  now!"  and  “Aus- 
tralian troops  out  of  East  Timor  now!” 
rang  out.  Our  placards  included:  “U.S./ 
UN/Australia  Get  Out  of  Afghanistan. 
Persian  Gulf  and  Central  Asia  Now!”  and 
“Defend  China.  North  Korea.  Vietnam 
and  Cuba!  For  International  Socialist 
Revolution!” 

Some  campus  workers,  rank  and  file 
members  of  the  Liquor,  Hospitality  and 
Miscellaneous  Workers  Union,  encour- 
aged our  action.  Later,  student  bureau- 
crats and  their  specially  hired  security 
guards  complained  that  we  had  infringed 
on  the  army’s  “freedom  of  choice”  and 
that  they  had  felt  “harassed”  and  “pres- 
surised” by  our  protest  and  had  to  pack 
up  and  leave.  Good! 

The  Democratic  Socialist  Party  (DSP) 
pointedly  did  not  join  our  protest,  despite 
having  people  cringing  behind  their  stall 
as  we  marched  past,  Of  course,  the  DSP 
called  for  “Australian  army  in”  to  East 
Timor,  so  why  would  they  protest  it 
recruiting?  Members  of  Workers  Power 
(WP)  and  Socialist  Alternative  (SA) 
initially  joined  our  protest,  which  we 
acknowledged.  But  we  pointed  out  that  in 
1999,  while  claiming  "Peacekeepers  are 
not  the  answer,”  these  fake-left  groups. 


Australian  soldier 
terrorizes  East 
Timorese  civilian  in 
September  1999 
as  part  of  UN 
"peacekeeping" 
force  that  included 
U.S.  military.  Much 
of  fake  left,  in 
Australia  and  the 
U.S.,  endorsed  call 
for  imperialist 
intervention. 


Outrageously,  a week  earlier,  cops 
attacked  and  arrested  four  leftists — sup- 
porters of  the  ISO.  SA  and  [anarchoid] 
Love  and  Rage — at  the  University  of 
Sydney’s  orientation  week  for  protesting 
against  Liberal  Club  (adherents  of  the 
governing  right-wing  Liberal  Party]  and 
army  recruitment  stalls.  After  a provoca- 
tion by  Liberal  Club  students,  city  cops, 
who  were  on  campus  to  “train”  their 
security  guard  mates,  suddenly  appeared 
and  viciously  attacked  the  leftists.  They 
violently  arrested  a woman  for  “swear- 
ing”( ! !).  twisting  her  arm.  and  later  strip- 
searched  her.  When  the  others  went  to 
her  assistance,  they  too  were  summarily 
arrested.  Three  students  face  charges  of 
indecent  language,  resisting  arrest  and 
assault.  While  the  "troops  in”  DSP 
reported  on  the  arrests  in  an  article,  they 
managed  to  omit  any  mention  that  the 
army  was  also  a target  of  the  protesters 
{Green  Left  Weekly.  6 March)!  Despite 
our  political  differences,  we  defend  the 
victimised  students  against  the  capitalist 
state.  Drop  All  Charges  Now!  Cops/Mili- 
tary  Recruiters  Off  Campus!  Campus 
Security  Guards:  Hands  Off  Leftists! 

These  attacks  against  leftists  are  not  an 
aberration.  The  job  of  cops  is  to  violently 
suppress  workers  and  leftists!  Such  capi- 
talist slate  repression,  along  with  racist 


SpartacisMed  protest 
against  military 
recruiters  on  RMIT 
campus,  Melbourne. 


attacks  on  immigrants,  especially  of  Near 
Eastern  background,  has  sharply  inten- 
sified in  the  post-September  1 1 climate. 
The  "war  on  terrorism”  is  lifting  the  usual 
cover  of  capitalist  “democracy,”  revealing 
the  imperialist  state — the  cops,  courts, 
prisons  and  army — as  nothing  but  the 
instrument  of  organised  violence  to  pro- 
tect the  interests  of  the  filthy-rich  capital- 
ists against  the  workers  who  produce 
society’s  wealth. 

That  our  small  communist  protest  at 
RMIT  could  cause  the  army  to  close 
down  their  stall  indicates  that  the  bour- 
geoisie is  nervous  that  there  are  youth 
who  are  not  too  loyal  to  their  state  appa- 
ratus. Recent  revelations  of  lies  pushed 
by  the  government  and  cover-ups  by  the 
military  over  claims  of  refugees  throw- 
ing their  children  overboard  [a  lie  retailed 
by  the  Liberal  Party  on  the  eve  of  federal 
elections  last  November  to  justify  its 
racist,  anti-immigrant  policies]  have  bred 
widespread  revulsion  amongst  youth  and 
somewhat  discredited  the  armed  forces. 

The  military  has  sought  an  increase  in 
recruits  to  maintain  and  further  the  impe- 
rialist aspirations  of  Australian  capital- 
ism. The  Australian  bourgeoisie  worries 
that  its  military  is  too  small,  and  they 
constantly  try  to  beef  it  up.  Recruiting 
on  campuses  is  part  of  that.  While  today 
they  are  recruiting  volunteers,  in  the 
future  working-class  youth  face  being 
conscripted  as  cannon  fodder  for  the 
imperialist  bourgeoisie's  wars,  and  to  kill 
their  class  brothers  and  sisters  in  other 
countries.  Not  one  person,  not  one  cent 
for  the  Australian  imperialist  military! 
*^The  military  is  not  a sports  club  sign- 
ing up  people  to  go  on  barbecues  or  har- 
bour cruises,  but  trains  killers  to  ensure 
that  the  super-exploitation  of  workers 
of  the  region  continues  to  pour  profits 
into  the  pockets  of  the  Australian  rulers. 
The  racist,  bloody,  imperialist  army  is 
occupying  East  Timor  and  Bougainville, 
the  navy  patrols  around  Australian  neo- 


... 


Australasian  Spartacist 
colonies  like  Fiji.  Papua  New  Guinea  and 
the  Solomon  Islands  and  kidnaps  desper- 
ate refugees  on  the  high  seas.  It  also  ful- 
fills the  Australian  capitalists’  commit- 
ment to  broader  imperialist  adventures, 
helping  enforce  the  starvation  blockade 
which  has  already  killed  over  a million 
Iraqis  and  with  Australian  SAS  (Spe- 
cial Air  Services]  assassins  involved  in 
occupying  Afghanistan,  helping  prop  up 
the  woman-hating  imperialist-installed 
regime  there  and  killing  Afghanis. 

As  the  U.S.  imperialists  and  their 
allies'  armies  rain  death  on  Afghanistan 
and  strangle  Iraq  with  embargo,  now  they 
announce  openly  their  intention  to  target 
China  and  North  Korea,  bureaucratically 
deformed  workers  states  where  capital- 
ism has  been  overthrown.  For  all  their 
“No  to  War"  sloganeering,  the  DSP,  ISO. 
SA.  WP  and  Love  and  Rage  all  refuse  to 
defend  China  and  North  Korea  against 
the  “democratic”  Australian  imperialists 
and  their  ALP  frontmen  who  aim  to 
restore  capitalism  in  those  deformed 
workers  states  through  a combination  of 
military  pressure  and  economic  encroach- 
ment. The  Trotskyist  SYC  and  Spartacist 
League  stand  for  the  unconditional  mili- 
tary defence  of  China.  North  Korea.  Viet- 
nam and  Cuba  against  imperialist  attack 
and  internal  counterrevolution.  From 
that  basis  we  fight  for  workers  political 
revolution  to  oust  the  nationalist  Stalin- 
ist bureaucracies  and  replace  them  with 
workers  and  peasants  councils,  led  by 
a genuine  revolutionary,  internationalist 
party. 

The  SYC  seeks  to  win  youth  to  the  side 
of  the  working  class,  rallying  them  to  a 
revolutionary  perspective  In  an  effort  to 
overthrow  capitalism,  which  is  based  on 
exploitation  and  oppression.  The  SYCs 
are  organisations  of  revolutionary  educa- 
tion and  action.  Fittingly,  we  ended  our 
RMIT  protest  with  the  chant  “Break  from 
the  pro-imperialist  ALP — workers  need  a 
revolutionary  party!”  Join  us!a 
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Bloodbath... 

(continued  from  page  I) 

openly  declared  his  intent  to  attack  Iraq  in 
order  to  topple  Saddam  Hussein  and  install 
a pliant  client  regime  in  Baghdad.  Under- 
lying the  war  plans  against  Iraq  is  the  drive 
to  strengthen  U.S.  imperialism’s  control 
over  Persian  Gulf  oil  fields  in  order  to  rein- 
force American  strategic  interests  against 
its  European  and  Japanese  rivals. 

A victory  for  American  militarism  in 
Iraq — or  anywhere  else — will  embolden 
the  power-mad  U.S.  ruling  class  to  wreak 
more  death  and  destruction  around  the 
world  and  will  mean  further  misery  for 
working  people  and  the  oppressed  in  the 
U.S.  The  international  working  class  has 
a vital  interest  in  the  military  defense  of 
Iraq  against  U.S.  imperialist  attack,  with- 
out giving  any  political  support  to  the 
anti-working-class,  bourgeois-nationalist 
Saddam  Hussein  regime. 

Defend  the  Palestinians!  All  Israeli 
troops  and  settlers  out  of  the  Occupied 
Territories  now!  All  U.S.IUN  forces  out 
of  the  Persian  Gulf  and  Near  East!  Down 
with  the  starvation  blockade — U.S.  hands 
off  Iraq! 

Protests  Sweep  Arab  East, 

West  Europe 

From  Cairo  to  the  Jordanian  capital  of 
Amman  to  Ankara,  Turkey,  pro-Palestin- 
ian demonstrators  have  clashed  with  riot 
police.  In  Egypt,  protests  have  spread 
beyond  the  capital  to  Alexandria  in  the 
north  and  Sohag  in  the  south;  thousands 
upon  thousands  have  defied  a nationwide 
ban  on  demonstrations,  facing  down  cops 
firing  tear  gas  and  water  cannon.  Even 
the  small,  oil-rich  Emirate  of  Bahrain — 
where  the  U.S.  Fifth  Fleet  is  based — has 
seen  an  upsurge  of  mass  protest,  with 
demonstrators  demanding  the  closure  of 
the  U.S.  naval  base  after  one  protester 
was  killed  while  trying  to  approach  the 
American  embassy. 

The  Arab  rulers  could  well  seek  to 
deflect  this  popular  unrest  by  stepping 
up  anti-Zionist  and  even  anti-American 
demagogy,  as  they  have  done  so  often  in 
the  past.  The  solidarity  of  the  Arab 
masses  with  the  oppressed  Palestinian 
people  must  be  directed  toward  proletar- 
ian revolution  against  their  own  Arab 
rulers  who,  whether  bourgeois  national- 
ists or  Islamic  traditionalists,  are  funda- 
mentally the  political  agents  of  Western 
imperialism.  If  this  does  not  happen, 
the  intense  hostility  toward  Israel  and 
its  American  protector  will  only  con- 
tinue to  strengthen  the  forces  of  Islamic 
fundamentalism,  which  posture  as  the 
"radical”  opposition  to  the  mainly  pro- 
Western  Arab  regimes. 

Huge  protests  have  also  erupted 
throughout  West  Europe,  and  to  a less- 
er extent  in  the  U.S.  In  Paris  on  April 
6.  some  40,000  people  took  to  the 
streets,  shouting  "Bush.  Sharon — Assas- 
sins!” Though  overwhelmingly  Maghre- 
bin  (North  African),  the  demonstration 
also  included  black  African.  Turkish. 
Kurdish  and  French  protesters,  among 
them  the  Union  of  French  Jews  for  Peace. 
The  Maghrebin  population  is  besieged  by 
unemployment,  "terrorisf’-baiting  in  the 
press  and  stepped-up  cop  repression.  Yet 
among  the  thousands  who  marched  in 
Paris  were  entire  families,  including  chil- 
dren and  grandparents,  who  overcame 
their  fear  and  defied  the  segregation  that 
keeps  them  restricted  to  the  working- 
class  suburbs  (banlieus). 

The  Jospin  government  has  seized  on 
a series  of  reprehensible  firebombings  of 
Jewish  schools  and  synagogues  to  justify 
its  police-state  measures  against  Maghre- 
bin youth.  It  is  not  at  all  clear  who  is 
responsible  for  these  heinous  attacks, 
especially  given  the  sizable  fascist  move- 
ment in  France.  What  is  clear  is  that  the 
fascists  benefit  when  justified  hatred 
for  the  racist  capitalist  rulers  of  Israel 
is  turned  into  vile  anti-Semitism,  the 
"socialism  of  fools."  Commendably.  as  at 
previous  pro-Palestinian  protests.  Arab 
community  organizers  on  April  6 made 
public  statements  condemning  the  anti- 
Semitic  attacks. 
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In  contrast,  a huge  pro-Israel  march 
the  next  day  was  an  orgy  of  anti-Arab 
chauvinism,  with  mob.s  howling  for 
Arafat’s  blood.  Armed  thugs  from  the 
Jewish  Defense  League  and  Betar.  which 
identified  with  Mussolini’s  fascists  in  the 
1930s.  savagely  beat  any  Arab  or  African 
that  they  could  lay  their  hands  on.  also 
attacking  a .secular  Jewish  demonstration 
that  included  supporters  of  the  Israeli 
army  reservists  who  have  refused  to 
serve  in  the  Occupied  Territories. 

Fake  Lefts  Plead  for 
Imperialist  Intervention 

In  appealing  for  imperialist  “peace- 
keepers” or  economic  sanctions,  the 
reformist  and  centrist  left  groups  promote 
the  illusion  that  their  respective  imperial- 
ist rulers  can  be  pressured  into  serving  the 
interests  of  the  oppressed.  In  France,  the 
fake-Trotskyist  Ligue  Communiste  R^v- 


olutionnaire  (LCR),  among  others,  calls 
on  the  same  imperialist  government  that 
waged  a colonial  war  of  terror  in  Algeria 
and  today  rounds  up  and  terrorizes  Arab 
youth  in  the  banlieus  to  protect  Palestin- 
ian Arabs  in  the  Near  East. 

The  LCR  and  other  left  groups  call  for 
delegations  of  European  and  American 
civilian  observers  in  the  Occupied  Terri- 
tories. Many  of  the  participants  are 
undoubtedly  courageous  and  are  risking 
their  lives  out  of  humanitarian  concern 
for  the  Palestinians.  But  such  idealistic 
efforts  are  being  used  as  a way  of  bring- 
ing about  imperialist  "peacekeeping” 
intervention. 

In  the  U.S.,  with  neither  the  Democrats 
nor  Republicans  even  feigning  to  sympa- 
thize with  the  Palestinians,  reformists  like 
the  International  Socialist  Organization 
(ISO),  the  Workers  World  Party  (WWP) 
and  Socialist  Action  focus  on  the  call  to 
end  U.S.  aid  to  Israel.  These  groups  ped- 
dle the  illusion  that  by  changing  its  pol- 
icy toward  Israel.  American  imperialism 
can  be  a force  for  "peace”  and  "justice"  in 
the  Near  East.  Thus  the  ISO’s  Socialist 
Worker  (5  April)  declares:  "We  have  a 
responsibility  to  stand  up  for  justice — and 
demand  that  the  U.S.  government  end  its 
support  for  Israel’s  terrorist  regime.”  The 
clear  implication  here  is  that  the  Ameri- 
can government  is  somehow  less  of  a ter- 
rorist regime. 

Massive  military  and  economic  aid  to 
Israel  has  been  a cornerstone  of  Ameri- 
can foreign  policy  in  the  Near  East  for 
decades.  Israel  today  has  a highly  mecha- 
nized military  apparatus  that  dwarfs 
those  of  the  Arab  regimes  that  surround 
it.  And  Sharon’s  recent  rebuff  to  Bush’s 
call  for  a truce  demonstrates  that  while 
Israel  is  a junior  partner  of  U.S.  imperial- 
ism, it  is  a regional  power  with  its  own 
interests. 

Marxists  fight  to  mobilize  labor  in 
concrete  acts  of  class-struggle  solidarity 
with  the  besieged  Palestinian  masses, 
including  political  protest  strikes  and 
labor  action  to  prevent  the  shipment  of 
military  goods  to  the  Israeli  rulers.  But 
such  a perspective  can  only  be  realized 
by  mobilizing  workers  in  the  U.S. 
against  their  own  rulers,  not  by  fostering 
illusions  in  the  potential  benevolence  of 
the  American  state.  As  Leon  Trotsky 
wrote  in  the  1930s,  when  many  leftists 


were  demanding  sanctions  by  the  League 
of  Nations  (predecessor  of  the  UN) 
against  the  Italian  invaders  of  Ethiopia. 
"Workers’  action  can  begin  only  by  abso- 
lute opposition  to  the  national  bourgeoi- 
sie and  its  international  combinations. 
Support  of  the  League  and  .support  of 
workers’  actions  are  fire  and  water;  they 
cannot  be  united”  ("Once  Again  the  ILP.” 
November  1935). 

The  campaign  to  get  the  American  gov- 
ernment to  end  aid  to  Israel  is  closely 
related  to  agitation  for  campus  adminis- 
tration.s — which  have  been  handing  over 
the  names  of  Arab  and  Muslim  students 
to  the  FBI  or  INS — to  "divest”  their 
stocks  in  companies  doing  business  in 
Israel.  This  demand  was  raised  in  a recent 
building  occupation  by  the  UC  Berkeley 
Students  for  Justice  in  Palestine  (SJP), 
whose  main  spokesman  is  a member  of 
the  ISO. 


The  Israeli  economy  is  dependent  not 
so  much  on  U.S.  corporate  investment  but 
on  direct  aid  from  the  American  govern- 
ment, to  the  tune  of  over  $5  billion  a year. 
Thus  the  pathetic  campaign  promoted  by 
the  ISO  over  how  best  to  manipulate 
endowment  portfolios  is  ultimately  aimed 
at  redirecting  American  government  pol- 
icy and.  implicitly,  appealing  for  U.S. 
intervention  in  defense  of  the  Palestini- 
ans. The  SJP  group  at  New  York’s  Colum- 
bia University  made  this  explicit  by  spon- 
soring an  April  5 talk  on  "The  Need  for 
International  Intervention  to  Hold  Israel 
Accountable.” 

The  Bankruptcy  of 
PLO  Nationalism 

For  its  part,  the  Stalinoid  Workers 
World  Party,  which  is  prominent  in  organ- 
izing Palestinian  solidarity  protests,  has 
always  been  characterized  by  its  enthus- 
ing over  Third  World  nationalist  move- 
ments. One  will  not  find  a critical  word 
about  Arafat  or  his  appeals  for  imperialist 
intervention  in  Workers  World.  More- 
over, following  the  Israeli  invasion  of 
feebanon  in  1982,  the  WWP  organized  a 
protest  that  called  for  “effective  U.S. 
action  to  achieve  Israeli  withdrawal."  A 
few  months  later.  American  and  other 
imperialist  "peacekeeping"  forces  went 
into  Lebanon  and  took  "effective  action.” 
disarming  the  Palestinian  fighters  and 
paving  the  way  for  the  Israeli-organized 
massacre  of  some  2.000  refugees  in  the 
Sabra  and  Shatiia  camps. 

Today,  Workers  World  (11  April)  en- 
thuses that  in  the  wake  of  the  first  Inti- 
fada, in  the  early  1990s  "Washington  and 
Tel  Aviv  were  forced  to  recognize  the 
Palestine  Liberation  Organization  after 
20  years  of  struggle.”  calling  this  a "vic- 
tory they  had  won  on  the  battlefield" 
The  outcome  of  what  the  WWP  hails  as 
a "victory"  was  the  U.S. -brokered  Oslo 
"peace”  accord  between  Israel  and  the 
PLO  in  1993.  We  forthrightly  denounced 
this  accord  as  a “grotesque  bargain  over 
the  subjugated  Palestinian  people”  that 
"would  place  the  PLO’s  seal  on  the 
national  oppression  of  the  long-suffering 
Palestinian  Arab  masses”  ("Israel-PLO 
Deal  for  Palestinian  Ghetto."  WV  No. 
583,  10  September  1993). 

Underlying  this  betrayal  of  the  Pales- 
tinian masses  was  a world-historic  defeat 


for  the  international  proletariat,  the 
destruction  of  the  USSR  through  capital- 
ist counterrevolution  in  1991-92.  With- 
out the  diplomatic  and  financial  support 
previously  provided  by  Moscow,  the 
PLO  (like  other  Third  World  nationalist 
movements  and  regimes)  quickly  came 
to  terms  with  U.S.  imperialism. 

The  1993  "peace”  accord  served  only 
to  deepen  the  oppression  of  the  Palestin- 
ian people.  The  entire  Gaza  Strip  was  sur- 
rounded by  an  electrified  fence,  literally 
turning  it  into  a glorified  concentration 
camp  enclosing  over  one  million  Pales- 
tinians. The  Israeli  capitalist  rulers  dra.s- 
tically  curtailed  access  to  low-wage  jobs 
in  Israel,  which  had  been  the  source  of 
income  for  most  Gaza  residents.  The 
number  of  Israeli  settlers — the  heavily 
armed,  ultra-chauvinist  auxiliaries  to  the 
military  occupation  forces — has  doubled 
since  1993.  A series  of  internal  check- 
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points  and  fortified  "Jewish  only”  high- 
ways has  carved  up  the  Palestinian  popu- 
lation into  a multitude  of  isolated  ghettos. 

The  WWP  particularly  glorifies  the 
Popular  Front  for  the  Liberation  of  Pales- 
tine (PFLP)  as  "the  largest  Palestinian 
Marxist  organization”  (Worierj  World,  10 
January).  Despite  its  occasional  verbal 
opposition  to  Arafat’s  conciliationism. 
the  PFLP  is  simply  a petty-bourgeois 
nationalist  formation  fundamentally  akin 
to  Arafat’s  Fatah.  Like  Arafat,  PFLP 
leader  Ahmad  Saadat  looks  to  the  UN.  as 
he  said  in  an  interview  in  Al-Hadai  last 
year,  to  "force  Israel  to  implement  United 
Nations  resolutions.”  At  Palestinian  pro- 
tests in  Berlin,  PFLP  supporters  have 
denounced  our  comrades  for  calling  for 
class  struggle  on  the  grounds  that  that 
would  divide  the  Palestinian  people.  In 
the  early  1970s,  the  PFLP  was  notorious 
for  airline  hijackings  and  indiscriminate 
terror  attacks  against  Israeli  civilians. 

While  scorning  any  notion  of  prole- 
tarian class  unity  between  Arab  and 
Hebrew-speaking  workers,  the  "Marxist" 
PFLP  readily  unites  with  Islamic  funda- 
mentalists like  Hamas.  And  ii.  its  Janu- 
ary article,  WWP  cheers  that  support 
“has  been  growing  dramatically”  for 
"nationalist,  left  and  Islamic  Palestinian 
organizations.”  The  anti-Semitic  reac- 
tionaries of  Hamas  and  Islamic  Jihad  are 
a deadly  threat  to  Palestinian  leftists  and 
especially  to  women  who  refuse  to  sub- 
mit to  the  dictates  of  sharia  (Islamic 
law).  In  fact,  many  Palestinians  see 
imperialist  intervention  as  a way  of 
maintaining  Arafat’s  rule  in  the  Palestin- 
ian Authority  as  a lesser  evil  to  Hamas. 
But  it  is  precisely  the  utter  bankruptcy  of 
PLO  nationalism  that  has  driven  so  many 
among  the  historically  cosmopolitan  Pal- 
estinian people  into  the  arms  of  the 
Islamic  fundamentalists. 

WWP’s  vicarious  nationalism  goes  so 
far  as  to  enthu.se  indiscriminately  over 
Palestinian  suicide  attacks:  "The  deter- 
mined campaign  of  suicide  resistance 
bombings  shows  the  determination  to  end 
the  occupation  has  taken  such  deep  root 
among  the  people,  young  and  old. 
women,  children  and  men.  that  after  35 
years  there  is  no  way  to  eradicate  the 
struggle"  {Workers  World,  11  April).  In 
fact,  these  are  acts  of  desperation  in 
the  face  of  an  overwhelmingly  superior 
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Above:  Survivors  of  1970  Black  September  massacre 
of  Palestinians  by  Jordan’s  King  Hussein. 
Cops  attack  pro*Palestinian  demonstration  in 
Beirut  early  this  month.  Arab  bourgeois  regimes 
are  enemies  of  Palestinian  national  rights. 


military  force.  Moreover.  WWP  draws  no 
distinction  between  attacks  on  Israeli 
troops  and  settlers,  who  are  part  of  the 
oppressive  military  occupation  regime, 
and  innocent  civilians  in  Israel.  Criminal 
suicide  attacks  on  civilian  populations  are 
typical  of  nationalist  struggles,  just  or 
otherwise. 

As  we  noted  in  a 30  March  Spartacisi 
League  statement  titled  "Defend  the  Pal- 
estinian People!  All  Israeli  Troops.  Set- 
tlers Out  of  the  Occupied  Territories!" 
(VVVNo.  778.  5 April): 

"Now.  not  just  Islamic  fanatics  but  secu- 
lar Palestinians,  including  women,  see  no 
other  option  than  to  immolate  themselves 
and  random  others  in  suicide  bombings. 
But  such  attacks  only  serve  to  seal  any 
fissures  in  Israeli  society,  such  as  the  re- 
cent protests  among  Israeli  army  reserv- 
ists and  their  supporters  against  the  occu- 
pation. and  drive  the  Hebrew-speaking 
population  into  the  arms  of  the  Zionist 
nationalist  madmen." 

Popular  support  for  the  butcher  Sharon 
luTiong  the  Hebrew-speaking  population 
Climbed  significantly  in  the  wake  of  the 
recent  series  of  suicide  bombings,  with 
an  overwhelming  majority  supporting  the 
current  onslaught.  Indeed.  Sharon  has 
always  sought  to  provoke  Palestinian  ter- 
ror attacks  in  order  to  have  a pretext  for 
his  far  more  deadly  campaign  of  terror 
against  the  Palestinians. 

The  “Mini-Stale”: 

A Palestinian  Ghetto 


Behind  the  reformist  left’s  appeals  for 
imperialist  intervention  and  support  to 
, Palestinian  nationalism  lies  the  utter  inca- 
pacity to  conceive  of  any  solution  to  the 
Palestinian  question  outside  the  frame- 
work of  the  bourgeois  nation-slate  sys- 
tem They  reject  the  prospect  of  Arab/ 
Hebrew  workers  revolution  to  sweep 
away  both  the  Israeli  and  Arab  bourgeoi- 
sies as  utopian.  In  fact,  that  is  the  only 
road  to  national  emancipation  for  the  Pal- 
estinian people.  It  is  patently  clear  that 
the  Palestinians  cannot  prevail  in  a mili- 
tary contlici  with  the  Zionist  stale.  Yet 
there  can  be  no  genuine  expression  of 
Palestinian  self-determination  without 
the  destruction  of  that  slate,  which  is 
inherently  oppressive  to  the  Pale.stinian 
people.  Every  "solution"  to  the  Palestin- 
ian national  question  under  capitalism 
either  perpetuates  the  oppression  of  the 
Palestinian  Arab  people  or  envisions  a 
reversal  of  the  terms  of  oppression,  deny- 
ing the  legitimate  national  rights  of  the 
Hebrew-speaking  people. 

In  1974.  the  PLO  leadership  declared 
its  support  for  the  creation  of  a Palestin- 
ian "mini-slate”  in  the  West  Bank  and 
Gaza.  Palestinian  left-nationalist  leaders 
like  George  Habash  of  the  PFLP  opposed 


the  mini-slate  solution,  but  could  offer  no 
alternative  other  than  continued  wars 
between  the  Arab  regimes  and  Israel.  This 
was  premised  on  the  perspective  that  the 
Arab  regimes  could  be  pressured  to  fight 
for  Palestinian  rights.  The  reality,  how- 
ever. is  that  the  Arab  bourgeois  regimes 
are  no  less  hostile  to  Palestinian  national 
']  aspirations  than  the  Zionist  rulers. 

Protesters  in  Arab  cities  have  de- 
manded. "Where  are  the  Arab  armies?" 
But  when  Arab  armies  went  to  war  with 
Israel  in  1948.  it  was  not  to  "liberate"  Pal- 
estine but  to  carve  it  up  among  them- 
selves. And  the  Zionist  leaders  were  well 
aware  of  this  fact.  In  November  1947. 
Jewish  Agency  leader  Colda  Meir  had 
secret  negotiations  with  King  Abdullah  of 
Transjordan,  who  informed  her  of  his 
plans  to  take  over  what  was  then  eastern 
Palestine:  "I  want  to  annex  the  area  to  my 
kingdom.  1 don’t  want  to  create  another 
Arab  Slate  that  would  ruin  my  plans.  1 
want  to  ride,  not  to  be  ridden!”  (quoted  in 
Dan  Kurzman,  Genesis  J948  [1970)).  In- 
deed, between  1948  and  the  1967  Arab- 
Israeli  War.  the  West  Bank  and  Gaza  were 
occupied  by  Jordan  and  Egypt  respec- 
tively. And  the  Palestinians  there  re- 
mained politically  dispossessed  and  sub- 
ject to  brutal  repression. 

Stunned  by  their  defeat  at  the  hands  of 
Israel  in  1967,  the  Arab  regimes  had  their 
.authority  sufficiently  shaken  to  allow 
more  freedom  of  maneuver  for  Palestin- 
ian nationalist  forces.  But  the  Arab 
[regimes  could  not  long  tolerate  indepen- 
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S.F.  Labor  Council  Motion  Bureaucratically  Suppressed 

Labor:  Defend  the  Palestinians! 


SAN  FRANCISCO — In  a rare  and  wel- 
come act  of  labor  solidarity  with  the 
besieged  Palestinian  masses  against 
Israeli  stale  terror,  on  March  1 1 the  San 
Francisco  Labor  Council  passed  a 
motion  that  "condemns  the  bombing 
of  civilian  and  political  targets,  most 
specifically,  but  not  limited  to,  the  Pal- 
estinian trade  union  offices  in  Nablus. 
Palestine  and  remind(s)  the  U.S.  gov- 
ernment that  this  is  both  a moral  and 
legal  crime."  Noting  that  the  February 
17  bombing  of  the  Nablus  union  head- 
quarters was  carried  out  by  American- 
supplied  F-I6s.  the  resolution  decried 
the  U.S.  for  "supplying  the  Israeli  state 
billions  of  dollars  in  arms  to  suppress 
the  Palestinian  struggle  for  both  State- 
hood and  ancestral  lands  while  oppress- 
ing and  dividing  the  Jewish  and  Arab 
worker  for  the  benefit  of  national  and 
international  capital." 

Introduced  by  Charles  Minster  of 
National  Parks  and  Public  Employees 
(LIUNA)  Local  1141.  this  resolution 
was  an  important  statement  of  inter- 
national working-class  solidarity  as 
against  the  pro-imperialist  "national 
unity"  front  promoted  by  the  Demo- 
crats and  Republicans  in  their  "war 
on  terror.”  Predictably,  it  provoked  a 


storm  of  opposition  from  the  Zionists, 
who  cited  their  “close  and  longstand- 
ing relationship"  with  the  Labor  Coun- 
cil lops  in  an  article  in  the  Jewish 
Bulletin  of  Northern  California  (29 
March)  and  vowed  to  "undo”  the  reso- 
lution. The  labor  tops  do  indeed  have 
close  lies  to  such  staunchly  pro-Zionist 
local  Democratic  politicians  as  Senator 
Dianne  Feinstein  and  Congressmen 
Nancy  Pelosi  and  Tom  Lanlos. 

Describing  how  the  bureaucrats 
spiked  his  resolution  to  the  audience  at 
a Bay  Area  Spartacist  League  forum 
on  the  Near  East  on  April  10.  Minster 
said;  "The  Democratic  Party  politi- 
cians and  the  bosses’  politicians  called: 
when  they  bark,  the  labor  lieutenants 
snap  to.  And  that’s  exactly  what  hap-' 
pened.  I'm  sure  Pelosi.  and  Lanlos 
especially  who  is  among  the  most 
arch-Zionist  in  the  Congress,  probably 
went  rabid  and  told  Johnson:  you’d 
better  do  something  about  this,  or 
we’re  going  to  cut  off  your  luncheon 
dales."  S.F.  Labor  Council  head  Waller 
Johnson  told  the  Jewish  Bulletin  that 
he  "isn’t  exactly  thrilled"  about  the 
resolution,  but  had  to  sign  and  submit 
it  as  it  had  been  "taken  care  of  in  a 
democratic  manner."  But  Johnson  & 


Co.  soon  look  care  of  that,  overturning 
the  resolution  as  soon  as  they  could. 

Minster  reported  that  an  Executive 
Committee  meeting  devoted  an  hour 
and  a half  to  mapping  out  a strategy 
to  rescind  the  resolution.  At  the 
Labor  Council’s  next  meeting  on  April 
8.  the  Executive  Committee  pushed 
through  a move  to  rescind  the  reso- 
lution in  violation  of  the  council’s 
own  bylaws.  After  two  and  a half  hours 
of  debate.  Minster  told  the  SL  forum, 
"if  it  was  a delegate  count,  the  pro- 
resolution  people  won."  But  the  Labor 
Council  tops  got  their  way  by  pushing 
through  a per  capita  vote,  according 
delegates  not  one  vole  each  but  a 
weighted  vote  depending  on  the  num- 
ber of  workers  they  represented. 

For  the  labor  movement  to  go 
forward,  a struggle  must  be  waged 
against  the  pro-capitalist  misleaders 
and  for  the  political  independence  of 
the  unions  from  the  class  enemy,  espe- 
cially the  Democratic  Parly.  The  urgent 
need  remains  for  international  protest 
action  drawing  on  the  power  of  the 
proletariat  to  demand;  Defend  the  Pal- 
estinian people!  All  Israeli  troops  and 
settlers  out  of  all  the  Occupied  Territo- 
ries now! 


dent  armed  forces  operating  on  their  ter- 
ritories. With  occasional  prodding  by  the 
Zionists,  the  Arab  rulers  suppressed  the 
Palestinian  resistance.  In  the  decade  fol- 
lowing the  1967  war.  nearly  50,000  Pales- 
tinians were  slaughtered  by  Arab  govern- 
ments, including  some  10,000  militants 
killed  by  the  Jordanian  monarchy  in  the 
1970  Black  September  massacre. 

When  the  PLO  came  out  for  a "two- 
state"  solution  in  1974.  we  declared 
“West  Bank  Mini-Slate  No  Solution,” 
while  acknowledging  it  as  “a  very  partial 


and  deformed  expression  of  the  Palestin- 
ian Arabs’  right  to  self-determination” 
(VVVNo.  57,  22 November  1974).  Such  a 
statelet  under  the  stranglehold  of  Israel 
would  have  meant  an  impoverished  exis- 
tence for  the  Palestinians  living  there.  But 
what  has  been  on  offer  as  an  “indepen- 
dent" Palestine  since  the  Oslo  accords 
would  not  represent  even  the  most  de- 
formed expression  of  self-determination. 
At  best,  it  would  resemble  what  former 
prime  minister  Ehud  Barak  offered  Arafat 
at  Camp  David  two  years  ago;  the  Gaza 
Strip  and  four  isolated  cantons  in  the 
West  Bank,  crisscrossed  by  "strategic 
highways”  and  surrounded  by  fortified 
settlements.  This  "mini-state"  would  be 
nothing  more  than  a bantusian  where 
neighboring  states  could  dump  their  un- 
wanted Palestinian  populations — 2.5  mil- 


lion in  Jordan,  1.5  million  in  Israel  and 
one  million  in  Lebanon  and  Syria. 

A "Democratic,  Secular” 
Palestine? 

While  most  American  left  organiza- 
tions today  reject  the  mini-state  solution, 
the  ISO,  WWP.  the  Maoist  Revolutionary 
Communist  Party  (RCP)  and  others  cling 
to  the  call  for  a “secular,  democratic  Pal- 
estine” proposed  for  many  years  by  the 
PLO.  For  example,  the  ISO’s  Socialist 
Worker  (12  April)  declares:  "We  must 


unconditionally  support  the  struggle  for 
self-determination  for  Palestinians — and 
fight  for  a democratic  and  secular  Pales- 
tine in  which  Jews,  Arabs.  Muslims  and 
Christians  have  equal  rights.” 

To  begin  with,  such  a state  would 
exclude  the  millions  of  Palestinians  today 
living  in  Jordan,  which  is  a majority- 
Palestinian  country.  More  fundamentally, 
while  a secular,  democratic  Palestine  may 
appear  to  many  Western  leftists  and  liber- 
als as  a humane,  rational  solution,  it  pre- 
serves the  essential  core  of  the  Arab 
nationalist  position,  which  denies  that 
the  Hebrew-speaking  people  constitute  a 
nation  with  the  right  to  self-determina- 
tion. Rather,  they  are  to  be  treated  simply 
as  a religious  minority. 

Consonant  with  this  outlook,  the  ISO. 
RCP.  WWP  el  al.  describe  Israel  as  a 


"settler-colonial  state."  Behind  this  posi- 
tion is  the  argument  that  since  the  Israeli 
Jews  are  the  oppressors,  they  have  for- 
feited their  own  national  rights  as  against 
the  oppressed  Palestinians.  This  argument 
is  made  explicit  by  the  League  for  the  Rev- 
olutionary Parly  (LRP).  which  declares  in 
a 5 April  leaflet.  "All  Israel  is  ‘Occupied 
Territory’!”  While  speaking  of  "Jewish 
workers"  and  "class  divisions  within  Is- 
raeli society,"  the  LRP  characterizes  the 
whole  of  the  Hebrew-speaking  proletariat 
as  a "labor  aristocracy"  and  calls  for  "a 
single  Palestinian  workers’  state.”  The 
logic  of  the  LRP  position  is  that  if  the 
Israeli  working  class  is  unwilling  to  live 
in  a Palestinian-dominated  stale,  then  it 
has  no  right  to  live  in  the  region  at  all. 

This  perspective  rejects  any  possibility 
of  winning  the  Hebrew-speaking  workers 
to  a program  of  class  unity  with  their 
Arab  brothers  and  sisters  in  a common 
fight  around  common  class  interests 
against  all  the  exploiters  and  oppressors 
of  the  region.  And  without  that,  any  talk 
of  "revolution"  or  national  justice  is  sim- 
ply empty  rhetoric  that  does  nothing  to 
advance  the  cause  of  the  Palestinians. 

The  doctrine  that  an  oppressor  nation 
forfeits  its  right  to  self-determination  has 
nothing  in  common  with  socialism  and 
democracy;  it  is  the  ideology  of  genoci- 
dal  irredentism.  The  Zionist  state  was 
created  by  crushing  the  national  rights  of 
the  Palestinians.  But  securing  national 
justice  for  the  Palestinians  does  not 
mean  reversing  the  terms  of  oppression 
and  denying  the  democratic  rights  of  the 
Hebrew-speaking  people.  Basic  to  the 
Leninist  position  on  the  national  ques- 
tion— the  only  consistently  democratic 
position — is  that  all  nations  have  a right 
to  self-determination. 

For  Arab/Hebrew 
Workers  Revolution! 

At  the  heart  of  the  Palestinian  question 
is  the  impossibility  of  achieving  national 
justice  for  geographically  interpenetrated 
peoples  within  a capitalist  framework. 
Both  Palestinian  Arabs  and  Hebrew- 
speaking Israelis  live  in  and  lay  claim  to 
a small  sliver  of  land  in  the  Near  East. 
Under  capitalism,  the  exercise  of  national 
self-determination  by  either  of  the  popu- 
lations will  necessarily  be  at  the  expense 
of  the  other.  The  national  emancipation  of 
the  Palestinians — including  the  right  of 
all  refugees  and  their  descendants  to 
continued  on  page  10 


Le  Bolch6vik 


Palestinian  solidarity  demonstration  in  Paris,  March  24.  Banner  carried  by  our 
comrades  reads;  "Defend  the  Palestinian  People!  French/UN/U.S.  Troops 
Hands  Off  the  Near  East!"  Workers  action  internationally  in  defense  of 
Palestinians  is  vital. 
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Philippines... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

were  trapped  in  the  crater  of  an  extinct 
volcano.  Mark  Twain  denounced  this 
imperialist  butchery  in  a scathing  essay 
titled  “Grief  and  Mourning  for  the  Night.” 
The  expropriation  and  marginalization  of 
the  Muslim  population  intensified  in  the 
post-colonial  era,  escalating  particularly 
under  the  dictatorial  regime  of  Ferdinand 
Marcos.  We  say:  Down  with  right-wing 
and  anti-Muslim  state  terror!  Down  with 
the  military  occupation  of  Mindanao! 
V.S.  and  Philippine  troops  out  now! 

Filipino  Left  Pushes  Nationalism, 
Class  Collaboration 

The  presence  of  United  Stales  troops 
has  not  gone  unchallenged.  Marches  and 
rallies  continue  to  erupt  in  several  cities, 
with  protesters  calling  Arroyo  a lapdog 
of  the  imperialists.  On  several  occasions, 
protesters  have  scuffled  with  cops.  With 
restiveness  over  layoffs,  the  high  cost  of 
food  and  utilities  and  other  austerity 
measures  dictated  by  the  World  Bank 
and  International  Monetary  Fund  blood- 
suckers. the  Philippine  bourgeoisie  has 
all  the  reason  to  fear  the  outburst  of 
protest.  Terrified  that  these  could  ignite  a 
plebeian  explosion  similar  to  the  bloody 
May  Day  unrest  last  year,  Arroyo  has 
publicly  baited  opponents  of  the  Balika- 
tan  war  games  as  “terrorist  lovers.”  She 
even  banned  AKBAYAN  and  BISIG,  two 
fake-left  outfits  that  supported  her  rise  to 
power,  from  the  government-sponsored 
rally  commemorating  the  16th  anniver- 
sary of  the  first  “People  Power”  revolt, 
which  led  to  the  downfall  of  Marcos  in 
1986. 

Arroyo’s  determination  to  strengthen 
military  ties  with  U.S.  imperialism  was 
known  well  before  she  came  to  power. 
Yet  the  alphabet  soup  of  organizations 
that  make  up  the  Philippine  left — from 
Sison's  CPP  to  its  breakaway  groups, 
including  the  Socialist  Party  of  Labor 
(SPP) — hailed  “People  Power  Two”  as  a 
“victory  for  the  people”  (see  WV  No.  763, 

3 1 August  2CK)1 ).  Bayan  Muna  even  cam- 
paigned for  Arroyo’s  senatorial  ticket 
during  last  year’s  ballot. 


Now  such  groups  are  channeling  pro- 
tests against  the  American  military  into  a 
tug-of-war  for  the  red.  white  and  blue 
mantle  of  Filipino  nationalism  instead  of 
a class-struggle  challenge  to  the  Philip- 
pine bourgeoisie  and  its  imperialist  back- 
ers. This  is  evident  in  the  position  taken 
by  the  Sisonite-influenced  Junk  VFA 
Movement,  In  a 19  January  Junk  VFA 
Movement  press  release,  its  spokesman,  a 
retired  Philippine  Navy  officer,  decries 
the  U.S.  military  deployment  as  “an  insult 
to  the  fighting  capability  and  competence 
of  the  Filipino  soldier” — the  same  troops 
that  are  hunting  down  leftists  and  Mus- 
lims! A subsequent  press  release  dated  26 
January  raised  the  call  for  withdrawal  of 
all  U.S.  forces  and  demanded  instead  that 
“non-commissioned  officers  be  allowed 
to  conduct  unimpeded  combat  operations 
against  the  Abu  Sayyaf  in  Basilan.”  It  is 
also  significant  that  no  Philippine  left 
group  raised  the  call  to  oppose  the  500- 
strong  Philippine  contingent  that  is  taking 
part  in  the  imperialist  occupation  of  East 
Timor. 

By  taunting  Arroyo  as  “anti-Filipino” 
and  engaging  in  cheap  anti-Yankee  pot- 
shots. the  Sisonites  and  others  are  merely 
pitching  for  an  “anti-imperialist  united 
front"  with  those  members  of  the  bour- 
geoisie who  are  uncomfortable  with 
Arroyo’s  hawkish  posture  and  the  gov- 
ernment’s closeness  to  Washington.  Teo- 
fisto  Guingona,  Arroyo’s  vice  president 
and  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  has  been 
bickering  with  her  and  her  generals  over 
the  U.S.  military  involvement  in  Minda- 
nao and  the  signing  of  the  MLSA.  Sison, 
in  his  role  as  "chief  political  consultant" 
of  the  National  Democratic  Front — which 
is  engaged  in  on-and-off  peace  negotia- 
tions with  the  government — has  made  a 
clear  overture  to  Guingona.  From  his 
exile  in  the  Netherlands,  Sison  predicted 
Arroyo’s  “peaceful  removal”  from  power 
within  a year  on  the  basis  of  a broad 
united  front — provided  the  vice  president 
is  willing  to  succeed  her. 

Sison’s  followers  have  launched  the 
OUT  NOW!  Coalition  with  mainstream 
Protestant  and  Philippine  Independent 
churches,  while  their  rivals  have  grouped 
themselves  in  the  Gathering  for  Peace. 
The  latter  melange  includes  SANLAKAS 


— which  is  aligned  with  the  politics  of 
Felimon  Lagman.  the  Philippine  Workers 
Party  (PMP)  leader  a.ssassinated  last  year 
— as  well  as  the  SPP.  AKBAYAN,  various 
social  democrats  and  the  rump  Partido 
Komunisla  ng  Pilipinas- 1930.  The  com- 
mon thread  that  runs  through  these  fake 
lefts  is  their  bent  for  class  collaboration 
on  the  basis  of  Filipino  nationalism. 

The  Lagmaniles  and  SPP  (who  have 
announced  plans  to  merge)  and  others 
seek  to  “unify  different  pluralist  forces  in 
the  country”  and  to  “forge  the  broadest 
unity,”  including  with  bourgeois  Liberal 
Parly  politicians  Jovito  Salonga  and  Wig- 
berto  Tahada,  Catholic  religious  organ- 
izations and  the  anti-abortion  bigots  of 
Pro-Life  Philippines,  The  SPP  el  al. 
joined  with  Pro-Life  Philippines  in  co- 
signing a Gathering  for  Peace  declaration 
that  opposed  the  U.S.  military  presence 
and  worried  about  “driving  away  in  the 
process  thousands  of  potential  tourists 
and  investors.” 

In  this  80  percent  Catholic  country,  the 
woman  question  is  a central  and  explo- 
sive issue.  The  1987  constitution  includes 
one  of  the  most  severe  anti-abortion  laws 
in  the  world,  and  a bill  to  legalize  divorce 
last  year  provoked  howls  from  the  Cath- 
olic hierarchy  and  Arroyo.  Religious 
backwardness — whether  Catholic,  Mus- 
lim or  any  other — serves  to  bolster  the 
family,  the  key  institution  for  the  oppres- 
sion of  women  in  class  society.  Marxists 
call  for  free  abortion  on  demand  and 
strict  separation  of  church  and  stale, 
opposing  every  manifestation  of  dis- 
crimination against  women,  homosexuals 
and  ethnic,  national  and  religious  minori- 
ties. But  to  even  begin  to  emancipate 
women  from  domestic  slavery  and  all- 
sided  oppression,  the  system  of  capitalist 
exploitation  must  be  swept  away  through 
socialist  revolution. 

This  perspective  is  counterposed  to  the 
Menshevik-Stalinisl  dogma  of  "two-stage 
revolution”  pul  forward  by  the  SPP.  as 
was  made  clear  at  a conference  in  Sydney 
in  late  March  sponsored  by  the  SPP’s 
Australian  co-thinkers,  the  Democratic 
Socialist  Party.  A Spartacist  League/ 
Australia  comrade  challenged  SPP  leader 
Sonny  Melencio  over  the  SPP’s  support 
for  the  Gathering  for  Peace  declaration — 


Bloodbath... 

(continued  from  page  9) 

return  to  their  homeland — necessarily 
entails  workers  revolutions  to  sweep 
away  the  Hashemite  Kingdom  of  Jordan 
and  the  bloody  Ba’athist  bonapartists  In 
Syria,  to  bring  down  the  capitalist  rulers 
of  Lebanon  and  to  shatter  the  Zionist 
state,  establishing  a socialist  federation  of 
the  Near  East. 

In  the  1970s  and  early  ’80s.  we  raised 
the  cal!  for  a bi-national  workers  state 
encompassing  both  the  Palestinian  Arab 
and  Hebrew-speaking  peoples,  but  we 
have  not  since  raised  that  tactical  per- 
spective. We  cannot  project  the  particular 
national  configuration  which  would  best 
express  the  democratic  aspirations  of 
both  peoples  under  conditions  of  proletar- 
ian power  in  the  region.  This  might  well 
lake  the  form  of  a bi-national  workers 
state  or  two  or  more  workers  stales. 

It  is  only  the  working  class  of  Israel 
that  has  the  capacity  to  destroy  the  Zion- 
ist citadel  from  within.  Unless  the 
Hebrew-speaking  workers  are  broken 
from  Zionism  and  won  to  defense  of  the 
Palestinian  people,  there  is  no  future  for 


the  Hebrew-speaking  people  in  the  Near 
East.  If  the  Israeli  bourgeoisie  is  not 
swept  away  through  socialist  revolution, 
sooner  or  later  the  bloody  course  of 
Zionist  expansionism  will  lead  the  Israeli 
rulers  to  launch  their  arsenal  of  nuclear 
weapons  and  turn  the  whole  region  into 
a devastated  wasteland. 

Israeli  society  is  not  a seamless  reac- 
tionary mass.  Even  in  the  face  of  the  cur- 
rent anti-Arab  hysteria,  some  10.000  peo- 
ple turned  out  for  an  April  3 “Peace  Now” 
demonstration  in  Tel  Aviv  to  demand 
withdrawal  from  the  Occupied  Territo- 
ries. Sephardic  Jews,  though  largely 
under  the  sway  of  right-wing  and  relig- 
ious parlies,  suffer  widespread  discrimi- 
nation and  poverty;  the  Palestinian  Arabs 
who  are  nominally  "citizens"  are  con- 
signed to  segregated,  impoverished  areas 
and  low-paid,  unskilled  jobs.  More  fun- 
damentally. the  class  interests  of  the 
Hebrew-speaking  workers  Impel  them  to 
struggle  against  their  capitalist  exploiters, 
as  witnessed  by  a number  of  strikes  just 
in  recent  months. 

We  have  no  illusions  that  it  will  be  easy 
to  shatter  the  chauvinism  of  the  Hebrew- 
speaking working  cla.ss.  Probably  only 
great  historic  events  such  as  Israel’s 


defeat  and  humiliation  in  war  or  a cat- 
aclysmic economic  crisis  could  break 
the  Israeli  working  class  from  its  Zion- 
ist rulers  and  lay  the  basis  for  a mass 
revolutionary  workers  party.  Alternately, 
the  conquest  of  power  by  the  proletar- 
iat in  one  of  the  major  Near  Eastern  stales 
— such  as  Egypt,  Iraq  or  Iran — under  a 
revolutionary  internationalist,  i.e,,  com- 
munist, leadership  would  dramatically 
change  the  consciousness  of  the  Israeli 
working  class. 

The  mass  protests  from  North  Africa  to 
the  Persian  Gulf  in  solidarity  with  the 
Palestinians  point  to  the  fragility  of  the 
Arab  bourgeois  regimes.  The  nationalists 
and  Islamists  look  to  a "holy  war”  of  the 
Arab  peoples  against  Zionist  Israel. 
Marxists  fight  to  bring  the  class  question 
to  the  fore,  to  mobilize  the  proletariat  of 
the  Islamic  countries  of  the  Near  East  in 
struggle  against  their  own  bourgeoisies. 
That  possibility  was  clearly  demonstrated 
by  the  revolutionary  upheavals  in  Iran  and 
Iraq  in  the  1950s.  However,  these  revolu- 
tionary opportunities  were  betrayed  by 
the  Stalinist-led  Communist  parlies,  sub- 
ordinating the  proletariat  to  an  alliance 
with  "progressive"  bourgeois  nationalists 
who.  once  in  power,  launched  a blood- 
bath against  the  Communist-led  workers. 

More  recently,  there  have  been  signifi- 
cant workers  struggles  throughout  the 
region,  from  Algeria  to  Egypt  and  Iran. 
In  Algeria,  14,000  oil  workers  went  on 
strike  on  April  9 over  wages  and  working 
conditions,  shutting  down  the  Skikda 
refinery,  which  processes  70  percent  of 
the  country’s  oil.  Working-class  struggles 
must  be  directed  toward  a fight  for  social 
and  national  emancipation  against  the 
imperialist  oppressors  and  the  domestic 
bourgeoisies  that  serve  as  their  agents. 
Key  to  that  task  is  the  political  indepen- 
dence of  the  working  class,  requiring 
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with  its  concern  over  imperialist  invest- 
ment — and  argued  instead  for  a prograrn 
of  workers  revolution  to  expropriate  the 
capitalists.  In  response.  Melencio  avowed 
a two-.siage  program  and  talked  of  the 
need  for  tactical  alliances.  But  what  the 
SPP  leader  describes  as  a tactic  is  in  fact 
a program  that  subordinates  the  proletar- 
iat to  a mythical  "progressive”  or  “ami- 
imperialist”  wing  of  the  bourgeoisie  in  the 
fight  for  “democratic”  capitalism,  leading 
to  a second  “stage”  not  of  “socialism"  but 
of  the  slaughter  of  workers  and  leftists. 

By  chaining  the  working  class  and  the 
oppressed  masses  to  one  or  another  wing 
of  the  Philippine  bourgeoisie,  these  fake 
leftists  will  not  and  cannot  lead  the 
masses  to  break  free  from  imperialist 
enslavement.  And  history  has  proven  this, 
one  lesson  being  Indonesia  in  1965, 
where  the  capitalist  rulers  massacred 
a million  Communist.s.  workers  and  eth- 
nic Chinese.  As  Leon  Trotsky  outhned 
in  the  theory  of  permanent  revolution, 
the  bourgeoisies  in  countries  of  belated 
capitalist  development  are  more  fear- 
ful of  the  super-exploited  masses  than 
they  are  of  the  imperialists,  on  whom 
they  depend  to  secure  their  class  rule. 
Democracy,  freedom  from  the  impe- 
rialist yoke  and  emancipation  of  the 
oppressed  can  only  be  realized  through  a 
socialist  revolution  that  overthrows  bour- 
geois rule  and  is  based  on  a perspective 
of  proletarian  revolution  internationa!l>. 
particularly  in  the  imperialist  centers.  The 
key  to  victory  lies  in  the  forging  of  an 
internationalist  Leninist-Trotskyist  party 
against  all  variants  of  nationalism  and 
class  collaboration. 

Workers  and  oppressed  in  the  Philip- 
pines should  look  to  the  multiracial 
American  proletariat  for  a powerful  ally 
The  United  States  and  Philippine  bourge- 
oisies have  enjoyed  a neocolonial  “spe- 
cial relationship”  spanning  decades.  The 
special  relationship  that  the  Philippine 
and  American  workers  must  have  is  one 
of  internationalist  working-class  solidar- 
ity. Led  by  a revolutionary  workers  party, 
the  American  working  class  will  fulfill 
its  task  of  aiding  the  enslaved  masses  of 
the  semicolonies  by  carrying  out  a prole- 
tarian revolution  in  the  bastion  of  world 
imperialism.  ■ 


intransigent  struggle  against  all  forms  of 
nationalism  and  religious  fundamental- 
ism. What  is  necessary  is  the  forging  of 
Marxist  vanguard  parlies  based  on  the 
perspective  and  program  of  Trotsky’s  per- 
manent revolution; 

"With  regard  to  countries  with  a belated 
bourgeois  development,  especially  the 
colonial  and  semi-colonial  countries,  the 
theory  of  permanent  revolution  signifies 
that  the  complete  and  genuine  solution 
of  their  tasks  of  achieving  democracy 
and  national  emancipation  is  conceiv- 
able only  through  the  dictatorship  of  the 
proletariat  as  the  leader  of  the  subjugated 
nation,  above  all  of  its  peasant  masses.  .. 
“In  a country  where  the  proletariat  has 
power  in  its  hands  as  the  result  of  the 
democratic  revolution,  the  subsequent 
fate  of  the  dictatorship  and  soci^ism 
depends  in  the  last  analysis  not  only  and 
not  so  much  upon  the  national  produc- 
tive forces  as  upon  the  development  of 
the  international  socialist  revolution." 

— The  Permanent  Revolution 
(1929);  reprinted  in  The 
Pennanent  Revolution  and 
Results  and  Prospects  (1969) 

The  fight  for  a socialist  federation  of 
the  Near  East  is  part  of  the  struggle  to 
sweep  away  the  system  of  imperialism 
internationally.  In  turn,  the  struggle  for 
proletarian  power  in  the  Near  East,  a 
region  which  supplies  the  oil  on  which 
the  industrial  economies  of  North  Amer- 
ica, West  Europe  and  Japan  are  depen- 
dent. would  clearly  confront  imperialist 
hostility.  The  liberation  of  the  peoples  of 
the  Near  East  is  therefore  integrally 
bound  up  w’iih  the  struggle  for  proletarian 
revolution  in  the  imperialist  West.  Above 
all.  this  poses  the  need  to  build  revo- 
lutionary workers  pariie.s  in  the  imperial- 
ist countries,  especially  the  most  power- 
ful and  deadly  imperialist  power,  the 
United  Slates.  Reforge  Trotsky’s  Fourth 
International,  world  party  of  socialist 
revolulioniB 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Keep  Government  Out  of  Chicago  Transit  Unions! 

No  to  Anti-Union  Court  Suits! 


CHICAGO — In  a vivid  display  of  class- 
collaborationist  treachery,  the  leadership 
of  Amalgamated  Transit  Union  (ATU) 
Local  308  has  joined  hands  with  the  Chi- 
cago Transit  Authority  (CTA)  in  a union- 
busting  lawsuit  against  sister  union  ATU 
Local  241.  The  suit  seeks  to  force  Local 
241  (bus)  to  implement  the  pension  pro- 
visions of  a giveback  contract  foisted  on 
Local  308  (rail)  members  last  year,  after 
their  leadership  broke  from  joint  bargain- 
ing with  the  bus  drivers’  local  and  the 
craft  unions  that  represent  other  CTA 
wage  workers.  Continuing  anger  over  that 
breach  of  labor  unity  combined  with  dis- 
content over  the  new  contract  have  report- 
edly fueled  opposition  to  the  lawsuit 
within  Local  308. 

This  lawsuit,  however,  is  not  just  a 
break  in  working-class  solidarity.  It  is 
an  open  invitation  for  the  bosses’  govern- 
ment to  step  in  and  assert  control  of  union 
affairs.  It  poses  a deadly  danger  not  just 
to  Local  241.  but  to  Local  308  and  the 
labor  movement  as  a whole.  Far  from 
being  neutral,  the  capitalist  courts,  a cru- 
cial arm  of  the  state,  represent  the  organ- 
ized machinery  of  violence  and  repres- 
sion wielded  against  the  working  class 
and  oppressed  on  behalf  of  those  who 
live  off  the  exploitation  of  labor.  The  rul- 
ing class  welcomes  such  opportunities  to 
come  into  the  unions  as  a way  to  gut  their 
independence  and  dictate  how  they  are 
run.  Government,  cops,  courts  out  of  the 
unions! 

The  revised  pension  plan  at  issue 
holds  out  the  promise  of  higher  pension 
payments  for  older  workers — if  the  fund 
meets,  “actuarial  assumptions” — while 
curtailing  pension  benefits  for  new  hires 
when  they  retire,  in  particular  denying 
them  hospitalization  insurance.  The  suit 
also  seeks  to  change  voting  rules  for 
the  pension  board  by  getting  rid  of  bloc- 
voting. allowing  the  CTA  to  gel  a major- 
ity by  luring  just  one  union  representa- 
tive to  its  side.  It  doesn’t  take  a rocket 
scientist  to  figure  out  why  the  CTA  is 
so  anxious  to  gain  decisive  control  of 
the  billion-dollar  pension  plan.  With  the 
transit  pension  fund  generally  seen  as 
financially  healthy,  attempts  to  pilfer  the 
coffers  are  nothing  new. 

In  1981.  the  Byrne  administration 
managed  to  finagle  a "loan”  of  $33  mil- 
lion from  the  plan.  In  1983,  Chicago’s 
first  black  mayor.  Harold  Washington, 
successfully  extended  repayment  of  this 
"loan”  and  further  looted  the  pension 
fund  of  $100  million  through  the  passage 
of  HB  1805.  This  viciously  anti-labor 


bill,  which  Washington  worked  aggres- 
sively to  push  through  the  Illinois  state 
legislature,  also  outlawed  what  remained 
of  the  cost-of-living  allowance  (COLA) 
and  gave  the  company  the  right  to  hire 
part-timers.  When  he  tried  to  defend  this 
blatant  anti-union  attack  at  a Local  241 
meeting  in  January  1984,  Washington 
was  shouted  down  and  driven  out  by 
predominantly  black  bus  drivers  and 
mechanics. 

Today  ATU  leaders  habitually  blame 
anyone — downstate  Republicans,  state 
Democratic  leader  Michael  Madigan, 
Madigan’s  daughter — anyone,  that  is,  ex- 
cept Harold  Washington,  for  HB  1805. 
The  trade-union  bureaucrats  need  such 
"progressives”  to  sell  the  lie  that  the 
Democratic  Party  can  be  pressured  to 
serve  the  interests  of  workers  and  op- 
pressed minorities.  Democrats  are  no 
friends  of  labor  or  black  people!  They, 
like  the  Republican  Party,  are  a party  of 
the  ruling  class,  no  less  committed  to 
maintaining  racist  capitalism,  just  more 
wily  about  getting  the  job  done.  The  cap- 
italist class  has  their  parties  to  administer 
their  state.  Workers  need  a party  of  their 
own,  a party  that  will  fight  for  all  the 
oppressed — a workers  party.  Instead  of 
trying  to  ameliorate  the  racist  profit  sys- 
tem by  reforming  the  bosses  stale,  such  a 
parly  would  fight  for  a workers  govern- 
ment to  expropriate  the  capitalists  and 
construct  a planned  economy  based  on 
social  need. 

Local  308’s  court  action  comes  after 
a similar  action  by  elements  of  the  Local 
■241  bureaucracy.  Last  May,  Local  241 
First  Vice  President  Richard  Stomper 
filed  a complaint  with  the  U.S.  Labor 
Department  that  led  to  its  takeover  of 
union  convention  delegate  elections  (see 
"Labor  Department  Out  of  the  ATU.”  WV 
No.  76 1 . 6 July  200 1 ).  Simultaneously  in 
Local  308.  an  "oppositional”  newsletter 
called  Union  Watchdog  admitted  turn- 
ing over  union  material  to  the  attorney 
general,  setting  off  an  FBI  "investigation” 
of  alleged  corruption  in  the  union  (see 
"Chicago  Transit  Workers  at  a Boil,”  WV 
No.  756.  13  April  2001).  Through  more 
than  two  years  of  contract  talks,  labor 
board  complaints,  arbitration  hearings 
and  lawsuits,  the  misleaders  of  both 
locals  have  worked  overtime  at  every  turn 
to  head  off  and  defuse  an  increasingly 
angry  workforce. 

Both  local  leaderships  used  the  bind- 
ing arbitration  clause  of  the  expiring  con- 
tract— which  supposedly  outlaws  strik- 
ing— as  a club  to  keep  their  members 


in  line.  When  the  contract  expired  in 
December  1999.  shutting  the  city  down 
through  solid  strike  action  was  not  only 
posed  but  possible.  Subsequent  union 
meetings  were  packed  with  hundreds  of 
angry  workers  chanting  “Strike,  strike!” 
The  union  tops  flat  out  refuse  to  wield  the 
social  might  of  this  powerful,  heavily 
black  union.  Their  commitment  to  the  no- 
strike stranglehold  of  binding  arbitration 
is  based  on  the  fantasy  that  the  state 
can  be  used  to  reconcile  the  counterposed 
interests  of  labor  and  capital. 

From  inviting  government  interven- 
tion to  binding  arbitration  and  support 
for  capitalist  politicians,  this  program  of 
class  collaboration  acts  to  subordinate 
the  unions  to  the  class  enemy.  Praising 
national  unity  "around  shared  values” 
after  the  attack  on  the  World  Trade  Cen- 
ter. the  ATU  International  came  out 
in  support  of  the  USA-Patriol  Act.  This 
law  arms  the  government  with  the  means 
to  jail  striking  transit  workers  as  "terror- 
ists” if  government  properly — like  bus 
tires — were  harmed  in  the  course  of 
slopping  scabs!  Now  the  ATU  tops  lobby 
for  passage  of  the  "Over-the-Road  Bus 
Security  and  Safely  Act  of  2001.”  which 
ominously  calls  for  background  checks 
of  employees  in  collaboration  with  the 
government!  It’s  not  hard  to  imagine 
what  this  means  for  the  job  prospects 
of  those,  disproportionately  black  and 
Hispanic,  who’ve  been  entangled  in  the 
racist,  frame-up  "justice"  system. 

These  laws  underscore  the  fact  that  the 
defense  of  the  labor  movement  in  this 
country  is  inseparable  frorh'ftte  fight  to 
defend  immigrant  and  black  rights.  On 
February  9.  the  Partisan  Defense  Com- 
mittee and  Labor  Black  League  for  Social 
Defense  initiated  a demonstration  in 
Oakland,  California  that  cut  through  the 
“national  unity”  hoax.  For  the  first  lime 
labor  was  mobilized  to  flex  its  muscle  in 
defense  of  its  immigrant  brothers  and  sis- 
ters targeted  under  the  U.S.  rulers’  “war 
on  terrorism.”  A solid  contingent  of  over 
30  ILWU  longshoremen  was  at  the  core 
of  this  demonstration  in  opposition  to  the 
USA-Patriol  Act,  the  Maritime  Security 
Act  and  the  anti-immigrant  witchhunt, 
This  mobilization  illustrated  on  a small 
scale  what  a revolutionary  workers  party 
would  do. 

The  union  misleaders’  program  of 
unity  with  the  bosses  inevitably  divides 
and  weakens  the  working  class,  as  Chi- 
cago transit  workers  have  seen  for  them- 
selves. After  two  and  a half  years.  Local 
241  is  tied  up  in  court,  at  the  state  Labor 
Board  and  in  arbitration — without  a con- 
tract. CTA  craft  unionists  just  got  shafted 
in  binding  arbitration.  And  Local  308 
members,  who  narrowly  approved  the 
separate  settlement  last  summer  (union 
leaders  had  to  conduct  two  voles  to  get 
it  right),  are  bridling  as  the  company  uses 
it  to  attack  seniority  rights  under  the  guise 
of  “rostering"  and  the  “excel  program.” 
What  is  needed  is  one  industrial  union 
for  all  transit  workers. 

The  trade-union  tops’  submission  to 
the  use  of  part-time  bus  operators  and 
multi-tier  wage  progression  only  serves 
to  pit  old-timers  against  new  hires  and 
undercuts  union  solidarity.  Part-timers 
remain  superexploiled  by  on-call  sched- 
ules, no  benefits  and  meager  wages.  The 
ATU  International’s  In  Transit  (January- 
February  2002)  reports  that  Local  1700 
has  signed  a contract  providing  for  jani- 
tors at  the  95th  St.  Terminal  to  earn  as  lit- 
tle as  $6  an  hour  at  jobs  formerly  done  at 
full  union-scale  wages  and  benefits.  The 
CTA  is  also  eliminating  union  jobs 
by  bringing  in  misdemeanor  convicts  to 
perform  “community  service”  under 
armed  guard.  The  union  must  slop  these 
modern-day  racist  chain  gangs!  For  full- 


time  positions  with  one  scale  of  union  pay 
and  benefits  for  all  transit  workers! 

Transit  workers  pay  dearly  for  every 
giveback  by  the  bureaucracy.  They  are  lit- 
erally dying  on  the  job.  George  Blue,  a 
car  servicer  at  the  Racine  Shop,  fell  off 
the  elevated  tracks  where  he  lay  for  hours 
before  dying.  Because  of  the  company 
practice  of  eliminating  partners,  no  one 
was  aware  of  Blue's  accident  until  it  was 
loo  late.  Supporters  of  the  Labor  Black 
Struggle  League  were  among  the  many 
co-workers  who  came  out  to  Blue’s  wake. 

Far  from  being  helpless.  Chicago  tran- 
sit workers  could  bring  this  city  to  a 
standstill!  This  integrated  union  can  and 
should  act  in  defense  of  immigrants  and 
all  minorities  against  racist  capitalism, 
welding  the  power  of  labor  to  the  anger 
of  the  ghetto  and  barrio  unemployed. 
That  union  members  are  prepared  to  fight 
has  been  shown  by  those  who  have  come 
out  in  recent  years  in  PDC-initialed 
mobilizations  to  demand  freedom  for 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal  and  to  slop  fascist 
provocations — mo.st  recently  when  the 


Chicago  ATU  members  joined  anti- 
Klan  mobilization  in  Gary,  Indiana, 
January  2001. 


Klan  threatened  to  mobilize  in  Gary.  Indi- 
ana in  January  2001 . 

The  union’s  potential  power  is  squan- 
dered by  misleaders  who  look  to  the  insti- 
tutions of  capitalist  rule — arbitrators, 
courts.  Congress,  etc.  An  example  is  the 
ATU’s  upcoming  "Lobby  Day”  to  pres- 
sure the  Democrats  in  Springfield,  which 
is  counterposed  to  mobilizing  transit 
workers  in  militant  struggle.  It’s  going  to 
take  a political  fight  to  oust  the  current 
labor  bureaucracy  and  replace  it  with  a 
class-struggle  leadership,  one  that  will 
break  the  chains  that  tie  working  people 
and  minorities  to  the  parties  of  the  capi- 
talist class.  For  a workers  parly  that  fights 
for  a workers  government!  Only  when 
those  who  labor  rule  will  the  wealth  of 
society  be  used  to  provide  decent  jobs, 
good  integrated  housing  and  education, 
safe  and  free  public  transportation  and 
quality  medical  care  for  all.B 
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WOKKCRS  VAH6VAR9 


“War  on  terror"  Targets  Leftists,  Muslims 


U.S.  Troops 
Out  of  the 
Philippines! 


February  26 
protest,  one  of 
many  in  the 
Philippines 
against 
U.S.  troop 
deployment  in 
name  of  “war 
on  terror.” 


BUSH 

NO.  1 


J 

AP 


Having  already  dispatched  more  than 
600  U.S.  troops,  together  with  combat 
aircraft,  to  the  Philippines  since  January, 
on  April  8 the  Pentagon  announced  that  it 
would  send  300  additional  troops  to  that 
U.S.  neocolony.  The  U.S.  intervention 
force,  sent  to  open  a “second  front”  as 
part  of  Washington’s  “global  war  on  ter- 
ror." is  the  largest  .single  American  troop 
deployment  outside  Afghanistan  since 
September  1 1.  It  is  also  the  first  ongoing 
American  military  presence  in  the  Philip- 
pines since  the  U.S.  abandoned  its  Clark 
and  Subic  Bay  bases  there  a decade  ago. 

Under  the  cover  of  a “training”  exer- 
cise named  after  the  annual  Balikatan 
(“shouldering  the  load”)  U.S. -Philippine 
military  maneuvers,  the  American  troops 
are  on  a tour  of  duty  of  at  least  six 
months,  primarily  in  the  southern  islands 
of  Mindanao,  Basilan  and  Jolo.  This  is  a 
region  torn  by  struggles  by  the  oppressed 
Muslim  population  and  peasant  insur- 
gents. A 160-strong  contingent  of  Ameri- 
can Special  Forces  "trainers”  has  been 
attached  to  units  of  the  Philippine  Army 
that  are  pursuing  the  Muslim  secession- 
ist Abu  Sayyaf  group,  which  has  been 
responsible  for  a number  of  kidnappings 
and  is  currently  holding  an  American 
Christian  missionary  couple  and  a Fili- 
pino nurse  captive  in  the  jungles  of  Basi- 
lan. In  fact,  the  hunt  for  the  unsavory 
Abu  Sayyaf  group  is  a pretext  for  intensi- 
fied military  repression  against  insurgent 
Muslims  on  these  islands. 

The  arrival  of  the  U.S.  military  re- 
ceived the  blessings  of  the  influen- 
tial Catholic  Bishops  Conference  of  the 
Philippines  and  was  hailed  by  the  Makati 
Business  Club  bourgeoisie,  which  to- 
gether figured  prominently  in  the  “People 


Power”  coup  that  installed  Gloria  Macap- 
agal  Arroyo  as  president  a year  ago. 
Arroyo’s  choice  of  international  advisers 
includes  former  New  York  City  mayor 
Rudolph  Giuliani  and  former  Australian 
prime  minister  Paul  Keating.  Her  govern- 
ment distinguished  itself  as  one  of  the 
more  rabid  supporters  of  Washington's 
war  against  Afghanistan,  providing 
access  to  Philippine  air.space  and  military 
facilities  for  U.S.  warplanes  en  route  to 
aircraft  carriers  and  bases  in  the  Indian 
Ocean.  An  indication  of  the  upbeat  mood 
among  the  Philippine  rulers  is  the  buoy- 
ancy of  stock  prices  following  news  of 
the  American  deployment, 

The  Philippine  oligarchs  are  hoping 
that  the  presence  of  imperialist  troops 
will  help  quash  social  unrest  in  this  coun- 
try, which  is  beset  by  a long-running 
peasant  insurgency,  Muslim  secessionist 
rebellion  and  worsening  economic  condi- 
tions. The  American  military  is  reinforc- 
ing the  Philippine  bourgeoisie’s  repres- 
sive capability  by  arming  and  training 
elite  killer  units  called  Light  Reaction 
Companies.  The  U.S.  is  also  supplying 
stockpiles  of  small  arms,  mortars,  night 
vision  and  communications  equipment, 
helicopters,  transport  planes  and  a naval 
patrol  craft.  In  return,  the  Philippines 
signed  the  Mutual  Logistics  Support 
Agreement  (MLSA).  Although  its  terms 
are  supposedly  being  renegotiated  after  it 
was  exposed  in  the  press,  the  MLSA 
allows  the  United  States  imperialists 
access  to  military  facilities  beyond  the 
period  prescribed  by  the  1998  Visiting 
Forces  Agreement  (VFA). 

Washington’s  current  military  adven- 
ture in  the  Philippines  is  part  of  a 
broader  shift  of  forces  to  the  Pacific  Rim 


region,  aimed  in  particular  at  aiding  the 
drive  to  overturn  the  1949  Chinese  Revo- 
lution and  restore  capitalism.  The  Taiwan 
bourgeoisie’s  offer  to  provide  the  dilapi- 
dated Philippine  Air  Force  with  two  F5E 
jet  fighter  squadrons  in  return  for  Tai- 
wan’s right  to  access  Philippine  air  space 
and  bases  during  training  maneuvers  is  a 
provocation  aimed  against  the  Chinese 
bureaucratically  deformed  workers  state. 

The  latest  U.S.  moves  can  also  be  seen 
in  ^rt  as  enforcing  its  interests  against 
its  traditional  imperialist  rival  in  Asia, 
Japan,  which  depends  on  nearby  sea 
lanes  for  its  oil  supply.  Not  least,  the 
deployment  in  Mindanao  puts  the  United 
States  in  a strategic  location  to  crush 
social  unrest  in  the  region,  especially  in 
rndonesia,  which  has  remained  highly 
unstable  since  student-initiated  protests 
ousted  the  bloody  Suharto  regime  in 
1998.  Smash  the  VFA  and  MLSA!  No  to 
U.S.  bases!  For  unconditional  military 
defense  of  the  Chinese  deformed  workers 
state  against  imperialism  and  capitalist 
counterrevolution! 

Down  With  Military  Occupation 
of  Mindanao! 

Exploiting  the  fear  and  genuine  out- 
rage resulting  from  the  September  1 1 
bombing  of  the  World  Trade  Center,  the 
Philippine  bourgeoisie  has  used  allega- 
tions of  ties  between  Abu  Sayyaf  and 
Osama  bin  Laden’s  al  Qaeda  network  to 
turn  the  screws  of  repression  on  Muslims, 
dissidents  and  leftists.  The  number  of 
attacks  against  leftists  increased  sharply  in 
the  two  months  after  the  American  troops 
arrived.  The  Bayan  Muna  (Nation  First) 
party,  which  is  politically  identified  with 
Communist  Party  of  the  Philippines  (CPP) 
founder  Jose  Maria  Sison.  said  that  six  of 
its  parly  workers  have  been  "disappeared” 
by  the  army  in  Luzon.  On  March  1.  para- 


military gunmen  assassinated  Pedro  Tra- 
bajador,  the  70-year-old  local  leader  of 
the  National  Federation  of  Sugar  Workers 
in  Negros.  At  the  same  time,  the  govern- 
ment resumed  its  vilification  campaign  in 
the  bourgeois  press  against  the  CPP-led 
New  People’s  Army  (NPA).  calling  the 
NPA  guerrillas  worse  than  Abu  Sayyaf  in 
order  to  set  them  up  for  liquidation  by 
U.S. -backed  killer  units. 

The  capitalist  rulers  are  trying  to  sell 
the  lie  that  the  imperialist  military  pres- 
ence will  bring  progress  to  the  masses  of 
Mindanao.  This  resource-rich  region, 
which  is  a prize  for  further  imperialist 
exploitation,  is  noted  for  the  highest  inci- 
dence of  poverty  and  illiteracy  in  the 
Philippines.  Meanwhile,  the  longstanding 
terror  campaign  against  oppressed  Mus- 
lims continues  unabated.  Scores  were 
recently  rounded  up  on  mere  suspicion  of 
being  Abu  Sayyaf  sympathizers,  and  hun- 
dreds were  driven  from  rural  villages  by 
artillery  and  aerial  bombardment.  On  Jan- 
uary 15.  at  least  1 7 people  were  killed  and 
dozens  wounded  when  a rally  in  Jolo 
ended  in  a cla.sh  with  Philippine  Marines, 
The  protesters  were  demanding  the  re- 
lease of  imprisoned  Moro  National  Lib- 
eration Front  leader  Nur  Misuari,  who 
had  been  ousted  as  governor  of  the 
Autonomous  Region  of  Muslim  Minda- 
nao and  faces  charges  of  rebellion. 

Bloody  repression  in  Mindanao  and  the 
displacement  of  its  Moro  (Muslim)  pop- 
ulation dates  back  to  the  early  years  of 
the  American  colonial  occupation  of  the 
Philippines,  which  began  with  U.S.  impe- 
rialism’s seizure  of  the  islands  in  the  1898 
Spanish-American  War.  In  1906.  troops 
under  General  Leonard  Wood,  com- 
mander of  the  U.S.  occupation  force,  car- 
ried out  the  methodical  slaughter  of  some 
900  Moro  men,  women  and  children  who 
continued  on  page 
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Philippine  president  Arroyo,  installed  in  "People  Power’’  coup  last  year 
carries  out  vicious  repression  of  leftists,  Muslim  minority. 
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Popular  Front  of  Racism,  Austerity  Paved  the  Way 


France:  Fascist  Le  Pen 
Sceres  Big  Gain  in  Elections 
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Mass  protests  have  swept  France  In  response  to  large  vote  for  Le  Pen.  But  outrage  has  been  channeled  Into  support  for  right-wing  politician 
Chirac  In  the  name  of  saving  “honor”  of  racist  capitalist  French  Republic. 


APRIL  29 — The  successful  second-place 
finish  by  the  fascist  Jean-Marie  Le  Pen  in 
the  first  round  of  the  presidential  elec- 
tions last  Sunday  has  detonated  a storm 
of  protest  in  France.  Almost  daily,  lens  of 
thousands  of  people,  overwhelmingly 
high  school  students  and  other  youth, 
have  filled  streets  across  the  country 
in  spontaneous  and  highly  integrated 
demonstrations.  The  streets  of  Paris  are 
covered  with  graffiti  reading,  "Asian, 
Arab,  Black  and  While:  Together!"  and 
■‘No  Nazis  in  This  Neighborhood!"  Yet 
the  combative  spirit  and  anger  of  the 
youth  is  being  manipulated  by  the  entire 
political  spectrum  in  order  to  re-elect 
President  Jacques  Chirac,  a right-wing 
racist  thief!  One  placard  at  an  April  27 
demonstration  in  Paris  expressed  the 
"choice”  in  the  runoff  election:  "Fascist 
or  Crook — This  Is  Democracy?” 

Last  week’s  election  was  a slinging 
repudiation  of  the  class-collaborationist 
popular-front  coalition — led  by  the  So- 
cialist Party  (PS)  and  including  the  Com- 
munist Party  (PCF)  and  the  bourgeois 
Greens — which  currently  administers  the 
French  capitalist  slate.  The  government’s 
anti- working-class  and  anti-immigrant 
attacks  paved  the  way  for  Le  Pen’s  second- 
place  finish  in  the  elections.  Socialist 
prime  minister  Lionel  Jospin  fell  to  one 
percentage  point  behind  Le  Pen’s  17 
percent  and  was  eliminated  from  the  sec- 
ond round  of  elections,  while  PCF  can- 
didate Robert  Hue  garnered  a scant  3.9 
percent.  Significantly,  the  self-avowed 
revolutionaries  of  Luite  Ouvrifere  (LO) 
and  the  Ligue  Communiste  Revolulion- 
naire  (LCR)  totaled  a combined  10  per- 
cent of  the  vote. 

Now,  these  same  parlies  have  cobbled 
together  a reactionary  national  front, 
stretching  from  the  right  wing  to  the  “far 
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Break  with  Class  Collaboration! 

For  a Multiethnic  Revolutionary  Workers  Party! 


left,”  to  wrap  Chirac  in  the  French  tricolor 
as  the  supposed  “savior  of  Republican 
values."  The  anli-Le  Pen  demonstrations 
are  replete  with  nauseating  chauvin- 
ism. Whitewashing  the  France  of  “Vigi- 
pirate" — the  campaign  of  cop  terror  in 
minority  communities — and  embellish- 
ing the  France  of  Vichy  (the  government 
of  collaboration  with  the  Nazis)  and  the 
Algerian  War.  the  demonstrations  are 
filled  with  signs  and  banners  proclaiming 
that  "la  belle  France”  is  not  Austria  or 
Italy,  where  ullraright  or  fascist-infested 
governments  hold  power. 

Notably,  the  PS,  PCF.  Greens  and  LCR 
all  issued  leaflets  proclaiming  the  same 
slogan;  "Block  Le  Pen!"  This  means; 
Vote  Chirac  on  May  5.  Support  to  this 
right-wing  politician  can  only  strength- 
en his  bonapartisi  appetites  and  lead  to 
even  more  severe  state  repression  against 
workers  and  the  oppressed.  At  the  April 
27  demonstration  of  50,000  people  in 
Paris,  the  climate  of  “national  unity"  was 
so  strong  that  the  refusal  by  our  comrades 
of  the  Ligue  Trotskyste  de  France  to  call 
for  a vole  to  Chirac  provoked  a storm 
of  indignation.  LTF  signs  at  the  demon- 
stration proclaimed:  “The  PS/PCF/Grcen 
Popular  Front  Opened  the  Road  to  Le 
Pen’s  Fascists!"  and  “Break  with  Class 
Collaboration!  For  a Genuine  Revolution- 
ary Multiethnic  Workers  Party!" 

The  large  vote  for  Le  Pen  is  part  of  a 
rightward  shift  in  West  Europe's  bour- 
geois political  spectrum,  from  Spain  and 
Portugal  (where  rightist  parties  are  in 
power)  to  Denmark,  In  Austria,  a coali- 
tion government  including  Jbrg  Haider’s 
openly  racist  Freedom  Parly  (FPO)  came 
to  power  two  years  ago.  Last  year,  a 
popular-front  government  in  Italy  was 
replaced  by  the  right-wing  demagogue 
Silvio  Berlusconi  in  coalition  with  the 


fascistic  Lega  Nord  and  the  Alleanza 
Nazionale.  which  is  currently  primarily 
an  electoral  vehicle  but  also  heir  to  the 
historic  party  of  Mussolini’s  fascism. 
In  Germany,  the  right-wing  Christian 
Democrats  have  found  renewed  strength, 
soundly  defeating  the  governing  Social 
Democrats  last  month  in  the  eastern  state 
of  Saxony-Anhall. 

But  the  shift  to  the  right  in  bourgeois 
politics  has  also  been  accompanied  by  a 
polarization  at  the  base  of  European  soci- 
ety. This  is  indicated  in  the  vote  for  LO 
and  the  LCR  and  is  particularly  reflected 
in  huge  demonstrations  in  various  coun- 
tries in  defense  of  immigrants. 

By  outlook  and  history,  Le  Pen  is  a fas- 
cist. But  like  Haider's  FPO.  Le  Pen’s 
National  Front  (FN)  is  currently  scoring 
big  gains  primarily  as  an  electoral  party. 
Reactionary  views  alone  do  not  define 
fascism.  Contrary  to  fake  leftists  who 
cynically  pretend  that  fascism  is  just 
around  the  comer  in  order  to  justify  vot- 
ing for  Chirac,  France  is  not  currently 
besieged  by  organized  fascist  gangs 
attacking  workers'  picket  lines  or  assault- 
ing parliament  as  the  French  fascists  did 
in  the  l930s. 

As  Bolshevik  leader  Leon  Trotsky 
wrote  at  the  lime  in  “Whither  France” 


(October  1936):  “The  historic  function 
of  fascism  is  to  smash  the  working  class, 
destroy  its  organizations,  and  stifle  polit- 
ical liberties  when  the  capitalists  find 
themselves  unable  to  govern  and  domi- 
nate with  the  help  of  democratic  machin- 
ery.” Since  the  proletariat  does  not  cur- 
rently pose  a threat  to  bourgeois  rule,  the 
French  bourgeoisie  sees  no  need  to 
unleash  its  fascist  dogs  as  a last  resort  to 
annihilate  the  workers  movement.  How- 
ever, Le  Pen’s  electoral  gain  will  indeed 
encourage  the  fascist  bands  to  come  out 
of  their  holes  and  carry  out  attacks  on 
the  most  vulnerable  sectors  of  society,  in 
particular  dark-skinned  immigrants. 

A significant  threat  is  posed  on  May 
Day.  when  tens  of  thousands  of  work- 
ers and  leftists  mobilize  to  celebrate 
the  workers'  holiday.  Le  Pen  threatens 
to  bring  lens  of  thousands  of  his  support- 
ers to  demonstrate  the  .same  day  in  Paris, 
posing  the  danger  of  pumped-up  fascist 
bands  roaming  the  streets  and  attack- 
ing workers,  leftists  and  minorities.  If 
the  PCF.  LCR  or  LO— or  the  CGT  trade- 
union  federation — were  serious  about 
Slopping  Le  Pen,  they  would  fill  the 
Place  du  Chatelei  with  organized  union 
members  hours  before  Le  Pen’s  fascist 
continued  on  page  6 


Defend  the  Palestinians! 

What's  Wrong  with 
Campus  Divestment  Campaign ...  4 


Anti-Immigrant  Raids  at  D.C.  Airports 

Free  Arrested  Airport  Workers! 


On  April  23,  the  government’s  "anti- 
terror”  terror  machine  struck  again.  In  a 
racist  dragnet  dubbed  "Fly  Trap."  agents 
of  the  INS.  FBI  and  Department  of  Trans- 
portation invaded  three  airports  in  the 
Washington,  D.C.  area,  arresting  more 
than  130  workers,  many  of  them  immi- 
grants. Though  admitting  that  not  one 
of  those  arrested  was  connected  to  organ- 
izations deemed  terrorist  by  the  govern- 
ment, U.S.  Attorney  Paul  McNulty  called 
the  racist  dragnet  an  "anti-terrorism 
initiative.”  McNulty  declared,  “All  of 
these  individuals  present  a risk.”  but  “we 
don’t  have  information  as  to  exactly 
what  risks.”  Since  September  11.  over 
450  workers  at  14  airports  around  the 
country  have  been  rounded  up  in  the  gov- 
ernment’s sinister  “Operation  Tarmac.” 
The  capitalist  press  railed  about  work- 
ers "fraudulently  obtaining  airport  secur- 
ity badges.”  But  what  the  airport  workers 
are  actually  charged  with  is  nothing  more 


than  lying  on  their  job  applications,  for 
which  they  face  up  to  five  years  in  prison, 
$250,000  fines  and  deportation.  If  the 
government  were  to  go  after  everyone 
who  falsified  their  job  records,  probably 
half  the  country  would  be  in  jail,  includ- 
ing those  who  make  and  enforce  the  laws. 
We  demand:  Free  the  arrestees!  Drop  all 
charges  now!  Reinstate  all  the  workers 
with  full  back  pay! 

Following  September  11,  more  than 
1,200  men  of  Arab  and  South  Asian 
descent  have  been  rounded  up  as  "terror- 
ist” suspects  and  thousands  of  immi- 
grants face  imminent  deportation — yet 
not  one  has  been  charged  with  being  even 
remotely  connected  to  Al  Qaeda  or  any 
other  group  designated  by  Washington 
as  "terrorist."  To  justify  the  escalating 
attacks  on  civil  liberties,  barely  a day 
passes  without  the  government  announc- 
ing yet  another  “terrorist  threat."  Just 
before  the  airport  raids,  the  Justice  De- 


Capitalism  and  Unemployment 

Chronic  unemployment  and  immiseration 
are  endemic  to  the  very  workings  of  the  cap- 
italist system.  In  the  1938  Transitional  Pro- 
gram, written  in  light  of  the  Great  Depres- 
sion, Bolshevik  leader  Leon  Trotsky  stressed 
the  need  to  mobilize  the  trade  unions  in  a 
fight  for  jobs  for  all.  But  the  pro-capitalist 
trade-union  bureaucrats,  who  tie  the  work- 
ers to  the  class  enemy,  are  incapable  of 

TROTSKY  leading  such  a struggle.  The  elimination  of  LENIN 

joblessness  and  poverty  can  only  be  realized 
through  the  expropriation  of  the  capitalist  class,  when  the  wealth  of  this  country  will  he 
turned  over  to  those  who  produced  it.  under  a workers  government. 

Under  the  menace  of  its  own  disintegration,  the  proletariat  cannot  permit  the  trans- 
formation of  an  increasing  section  of  the  workers  into  chronically  unemployed  pau- 
pers. living  off  the  crumbs  of  a disintegrating  society.  The  right  to  employment  is  the 
only  serious  right  left  to  the  worker  in  a society  based  upon  exploitation.  This  right 
today  is  being  shorn  from  him  at  every  step.  Against  unemployment,  "structural”  as 
well  as  "conjunctural,”  the  time  is  ripe  to  advance,  along  with  the  slogan  of  public 
works,  the  slogan  of  a sliding  scale  of  working  hours.  Trade  unions  and  other  mass 
organizations  should  bind  the  workers  and  the  unemployed  together  in  the  solidarity  of 
mutual  responsibility.  On  this  basis  all  the  work  on  hand  would  then  be  divided  among 
all  existing  workers  in  accordance  with  how  the  extent  of  the  working  week  is  defined. 
The  average  wage  of  every  worker  remains  the  same  as  it  was  under  the  old  working 
week.  Wages,  with  a strictly  guaranteed  minimum,  would  follow  the  movement  of 
prices.  It  is  impossible  to  accept  any  other  program  for  the  present  catastrophic  period. 

Property  owners  and  their  lawyers  will  prove  the  “unrealizability”  of  these  demands. 
Smaller,  especially  ruined  capitalists  in  addition  will  refer  to  their  account  ledgers.  The 
workers  categorically  denounce  such  conclusions  and  references.  The  question  is  not 
one  of  a "normal”  collision  between  opposing  material  interests.  The  question  is  one  of 
guarding  the  proletariat  from  decay,  demoralization,  and  ruin.  The  question  is  one  of 
life  or  death  of  the  only  creative  and  progressive  class,  and  by  that  token  of  the  future 
of  mankind.  If  capitalism  is  incapable  of  satisfying  the  demands  inevitably  arising 
from  the  calamities  generated  by  itself,  then  let  it  perish.  "Realizability”  or  "unrealiz- 
ability” is  in  the  given  instance  a question  of  the  relationship  of  forces,  which  can  be 
decided  only  by  the  struggle.  By  means  of  this  struggle,  no  matter  what  its  immediate 
practical  successes  may  be.  the  workers  will  best  come  to  understand  the  necessity  of 
liquidating  capitalist  slavery 

— Leon  Trotsky.  “The  Death  Agony  of  Capitalism  and  the  Tasks  of  the 
Fourth  Internationa!”  (1938) 
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purtment  announced  it  had  information 
that  American  banks  were  imminent  tar- 
gets of  Al  Qaeda.  When  nothing  materi- 
alized. the  Feds  cynically  floated  a public 
warning  that  shopping  malls  were  now  in 
the  terrorists’  sights — al  the  same  time 
encouraging  consumers  to  keep  shopping 
to  boost  the  "economic  recovery." 

As  we  wrote  in  "Down  With  Anti- 
Immigrant  Purge  of  Airport  Workers!" 
(WV  No.  777,  22  March):  "The  domestic 
‘war  on  terrorism’  is  a war  against  the 
working  class.”  A new  Federal  Aviation 
Administration  rule  mandating  criminal 
background  checks  for  current  and 
prospective  employees  who  might  have 
access  to  a "secure  area”  is  a device  to 
purge  immigrants,  blacks  and  union  acti- 
vists from  the  workforce.  The  Maritime 
Security  Act  (MSA)  pending  in  Congress 
would  have  an  immediate  impact  on  the 
many  black  and  Latino  waterfront  work- 
ers who  might  once  have  been  ensnared  in 
the  "war  on  drugs.”  which  is  really  a war 
on  the  ghetto  and  barrio  masses. 

Now  New  York  governor  George 
Pataki  has  proposed  legislation  calling  for 
criminal  background  checks  even  of  air- 
port vendors,  like  the  largely  minority 
youth  who  work  behind  cash  registers  at 
fast-food  counters.  Air  travelers  are  sup- 
posed to  feel  safer  knowing  that  the  cash- 
ier to  whom  they’re  forking  over  $3  for  a 
hot  dog  was  never  busted  for  smoking  a 
joint! 

Service  Employees  International  Union 
(SEIU)  vice  president  Eliseo  Medina 
blasted  last  week’s  arrests,  whose  victims 
included  SEIU  members,  as  "scapegoat- 
ing” and  added.  "They  have  created  a cli- 
mate of  fear  in  the  immigrant  commu- 
nity." But  the  SEIU  and  other  union  tops 
have  not  lifted  a finger  to  mobilize  union 
power  in  defense  of  immigrant  rights.  On 
the  contrary,  the  pro-capitalist  labor 
bureaucracy  has  lined  up  behind  the  gov- 
ernment’s "war  on  terror,”  seeking  only  to 
lobby  Democratic  Party  politicians  to 
tone  down  some  of  the  anti-union  pro- 
visions in  the  new  legislation.  An  article 
in  SEIU  Local  790’s  United  Worker 
(November-December  2001)  called  for 
"stringent  background  checks”  of  all  air- 
port screeners  before  they  are  hired. 

For  its  part,  the  Amalgamated  Transit 


Union  (ATU)  bureaucracy  supported  the 
draconian  USA-Palriot  Act,  which  dc- 
fines  terrorism  so  broadly  that  striking 
transit  workers  could  be  jailed  as  “terror- 
ists” for  -Stopping  scab  buses.  Now  the 
ATU  tops  are  lobbying  for  passage  of  the 
"Over-the-Road  Bus  Security  and  Safety 
Act  of  2(X)1,”  which  would  extend  secur- 
ity checks  to  ground  transport  workers. 

The  labor  bureaucrats’  support  for  such 
repressive  legislation  by  the  capitalist 
stale  is  of  a piece  with  their  organizing  of 
the  enforcers  of  stale  repression,  cops  and 
prison  guards.  Similarly.  SEIU  union 
lops,  among  others,  have  been  recruiting 
airport  security  screeners.  who  are  an 
auxiliary  of  the  armed  forces  of  the  capi- 
talist stale,  albeit  on  the  bottom  rung. 
Thousands  of  screeners — immigrants 
from  the  Philippines,  Latin  America, 
South  Asia,  Africa  and  elsewhere — are 
threatened  with  losing  their  jobs  under 
the  Aviation  and  Transportation  Security 
Act  “federalizing”  airport  security,  which 
requires  screeners  to  be  U.S.  citizens.  We 
oppose  making  citizenship  a requirement 
of  employment  for  anyone.  But  while  we 
support  union  campaigns  to  organize 
food  service  workers,  cabin  cleaners, 
baggage  handlers  and  ramp  workers,  we 
oppose  union  organizing  of  screeners  and 
security  guards. 

To  mobilize  labor’s  social  power  in 
defense  of  its  interests  and  those  of  all  the 
oppressed  requires  piercing  through  the 
“national  unity”  promoted  by  the  U.S 
capitalist  rulers  and  their  labor  lieu- 
tenants. This  understanding  was  key  in 
building  the  February  9 demonstration  in 
Oakland  initiated  by  the  Labor  Black 
League  for  Social  Defense  and  the  Parti- 
san Defense  Committee  against  the  anti- 
immigrant witchhunt  and  the  MSA.  That 
united-front  protest,  which  was  endorsed 
by  the  powerful  ILWU  Local  10  long- 
shore union  and  a number  of  other 
unions,  was  the  first  time  that  organized 
labor  had  been  mobilized  in  defense  of 
immigrants  against  the  U.S.  rulers'  "war 
on  terror.”  As  the  Spartacist  League 
speaker  at  the  rally  explained: 

‘The  workers  and  the  capitalists  have 
irreconcilable  interests;  the  capitalists 
want  to  extract  as  much  profit  as  possible, 
drive  down  wages,  etc.  The  capitalists 
have  a slate  to  help  them  do  this— the 
cops,  the  courts,  the  prisons — and  then 
they  try  to  scam  you  and  say  this  is 
democracy.  Well,  it  isn’t  a democracy,  it’s 
a ball  and  chain,  and  the  trade-union  mis- 
leaders  telling  you  to  vote  for  the  lesser 
evil,  they’re  the  chain  tying  you  to  the 
ball.  A class-struggle  leadership  in  the 
trade  unions  must  be  forged,  a leadership 
that  knows  who  our  friends  are  and  who 
our  enemies  are.  We  need  a workers  party 
to  fight  for  a workers  government."* 


South  Carolina:  He  Burned  Confederate  Flag 

Defend  Emmett  Rufus  Eddy! 


We  print  below  a 27  April  letter  by  the 
Partisan  Defense  Committee  to  the  solic- 
itor of  Richland  County.  South  Carolina. 
The  PDC  calls  on  all  trade  unions,  civil 
rights  organizations  and  student  groups 
to  defend  Emmett  Rufus  Eddy  for  his 
brave  act. 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee  pro- 
tests the  arrest  and  physical  abuse  by 
the  police  of  Emmett  Rufus  Eddy,  also 
known  as  Reverend  E.  Slave,  on  the  out- 
rageous charge  of  "defacing  a monu- 
ment." He  was  arrested  after  torching  the 
Confederate  flag  prominently  displayed 
al  the  "Confederate  Soldier  Monument" 
adjacent  to  the  South  Carolina  State- 
house.  Mr.  Eddy,  with  a commendable 
history  of  activism  against  this  grotesque 
symbol  of  slavery  and  racist  terror,  now 
faces  three  years  in  prison  and  up  to 
$5,000  in  fines. 

The  only  thing  criminal  involved  in 
this  incident  is  that  the  Confederate  flag 
was  flying  at  all:  it  is  an  inflammatory 
symbol  which  everyone  in  this  country 
knows  stands  for  black  enslavement 
and  racist  murder.  Ku  Klux  Klan  cross- 


burnings and  church  bombings,  the 
lynching  of  anyone  who  would  fight  for 
the  rights  of  blacks,  immigrants  or  labor. 
Everywhere  it  flies,  from  Southern  state 
Capitols  to  KKK  and  Nazi  skinhead  ral- 
lies, it  is  an  incitement  to  racist  terror: 
any  pretense  to  "historical  representa- 
tion” is  a sham! 

The  Confederate  flag  was  placed  on 
the  South  Carolina  Slalehouse  in  1962  as 
an  act  of  racist  defiance  against  the  mass 
civil  rights  struggle  for  black  equality  and 
integration.  Now.  while  the  Confederate 
flag  flies  nearby  the  Staiehouse,  inside  a 
major  effort  is  taking  place  to  reinforce 
union-busting  "righi-to-work"  laws,  mak- 
ing clear  that  those  who  fly  the  flag  of 
racist  terror  want  to  attack  all  of  labor. 

We  demand  that  all  charges  against 
Emmett  Rufus  Eddy  (Rev.  E.  Slave)  be 
dropped  immediately! 

Send  protest  letters  to:  Warren  H- 
Giese,  Richland  County  Solicitor,  P-0- 
Box  1987,  Columbia,  SC  29202.  Send 
contributions  for  Eddy’s  defense  to:  E- 
Slave  Defense  Fund.  P.O.  Box 
Columbia,  SC  29240.  ■ 
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Mexican  Trotskyists  Say: 


Tfevi  com 


Down  With  the 
Anti-Sex 
Witchhunt! 


The  following  article  is  translated  from 
gsparlaco  No.  18  (Spring-Summer  2002), 
newspaper  of  the  Grupo  Espartaquista  de 
Mexico. 

Gloria  Trevi.  Sergio  Andrade  and  Maria 
Raquenel  Portillo  (Mary  Boquilas)  have 
spent  more  than  two  years  behind  bars  in 
a Brazilian  prison  awaiting  extradition 
10  Mexico.  Marlene  Calderon,  another 
member  of  superstar  Trevi’s  clan,  spent 
more  than  eight  months  in  prison  in  20(X). 
and  Katia  de  la  Cuesta  was  also  detained. 
All  of  this  is  a result  of  the  witchhunt 
launched  by  ex-members  of  Trevi’s  en- 
tourage and  their  families  and  carried  out 
by  the  Mexican  authorities  in  the  slate 
of  Chihuahua  and  at  the  federal  level. 
The  two  main  prosecution  witnesses  are 
Karina  Yapor.  who  spent  five  years  with 
the  Trevi  clan,  and  Andrade’s  ex-wife. 
Aline  Hernandez.  Yapor  initially  defended 
the  trio  against  accusations  by  her  rela- 
tives and  by  those  of  other  group  mem- 
bers. Yapor  and  Hernandez  have  now  each 
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written  a book  full  of  unbelievable  tales  as 
well  as  accounts  of  punishments  they  say 
they  received  at  the  hands  of  Andrade.  We 
are  unable  to  know  what  did  or  didn't  hap- 
pen among  the  group  members,  but  even 
in  their  wildest  claims  these  two  supposed 
victims  of  Trevi/Andrade  never  state  that 
they  had  been  raped  or  physically  pre- 
vented from  leaving  (the  group).  Yapor 
and  Herndndez  maintain  that  they  had 
sexual  relations  with  Andrade  and  stayed 
with  the  group  because  they  chose  to  and 
because  they  worried  about  the  effect  of 
leaving  on  their  artistic  careers.  Yet  Trevi, 
Andrade  and  Portillo  now  face  charges  of 
rape  and  kidnapping,  which  could  keep 
them  imprisoned  in  hellish  conditions  for 
many  years.  The  fact  that  Hernandez  and 
Yapor  were  under  the  arbitrarily  set  “age 
of  consent”  for  young  women  when  they 
engaged  in  consensual  sexual  activity 
means  that  the  Trevi  group  now  also 
faces  “corruption  of  minors"  charges. 
Drop  the  charges  against  Trevi.  Andrade 
and  Portillo! 

Gloria  Trevi  was  one  of  the  most 
popular  and  controversial  celebrities  of 
the  1990s  in  Mexico.  The  name  of  her 
tamous  album  "Mas  turbada  que  nunca" 
(literally  “More  Perturbed  than  Ever” 
and  a play  on  words  for  “masturbation”) 
made  jaws  drop  among  the  more  conser- 
vative sectors  of  society,  while  millions 
of  youth  rushed  to  buy  her  album  before 
it  sold  out  of  stores.  The  beautiful,  sexy 
singer  who  rebelled  against  a society  that 
has  strict  ideas  about  what  a woman 
should  and  shouldn’t  say  and  do  was 
attractive  to  both  sexes.  A recent  muck- 
raking television  docudrama  on  Trevi 
interviewed  woman  after  woman  who  all 
explained  that  they  had  wanted  to  be  like 
Gloria  Trevi  because  she  didn’t  accept 
the  way  things  are.  “La  Trevi”  repre- 
sented a challenge  to  bourgeois  Catholic 
morality,  characterized  by  its  inculcation 
of  a submissive  role  for  women  and  the 
repression  of  their  sexuality,  as  well  as 
that  of  youth  and  gays. 

Trevi’s  statements  didn’t  only  relate  to 
sexual  freedom.  She  regularly  spoke  out 
on  the  issues  of  the  day.  often  standing 
against  oppression  and  therefore  against 
the  powers  that  be  in  this  racist,  sexist 
society.  Trevi  solidarized  with  the  mas- 
sive Mexico  City  UNAM  student  strike 
for  free  public  education  in  1999.  She 


expressed  indignation  at  the  massacre  of 
peasants  in  Aguas  Blancas  by  Guerrero 
state  police  in  1995.  And  Trevi  stood  for 
the  right  of  women  to  have  abortions, 
something  that  is  illegal  throughout  Mex- 
ico. In  some  stales,  even  the  right  to  abort 
in  the  case  of  rape  is  being  attacked  with 
the  increasing  role  of  the  Catholic  church 
in  politics  under  (Mexican  president] 
Vicente  Fox’s  PAN  (National  Action 
Parly).  All  of  these  things  make  Trevi. 
and  those  around  her.  a target  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Mexican  rulers. 

On  8 February  2000.  with  Trevi, 
Andrade  and  Portillo  already  behind  bars 
in  Brazil  after  an  international  search, 
Karina  Yapor  appeared  as  a witness  in 
court  proceedings  in  Mexico  against 
two  other  members  of  the  Trevi  group. 
Yapor  stated.  “I  have  never  been  raped  or 
mistreated  by  Sergio  Gustavo  Andrade 
Sanchez,  nor  have  I ever  been  deprived  of 
my  liberty.  I didn’t  see  nor  have  knowl- 
edge of  Sergio  hilling  any  of  the  people 
that  I knew."  At  the  end  of  the  month. 
"She  declared  before  the  court  the  love 
she  feels  for  Andrade;  she  also  reaf- 
firmed to  family  members  the  feelings 
that  bound  her  to  him  and  that  she  felt 
like  a prisoner  in  her  home  (with  her  par- 
ents]” {Reforma,  27  June  2000).  while  her 


brother  publicly  accused  her  of  hitting  her 
son  and  her  father  stated  on  TV  that  she 
was  a liar.  The  fourth  penal  court  of  Chi- 
huahua declared  Yapor  the  "queen  of  the 
group”  and  Yapor  was  forced,  first  by  the 
state  and  then  by  her  parents,  to  see  psy- 
chiatrist after  psychiatrist  for  treatment 
for  “permanent  psychological  trauma.” 
Their  proof  of  her  trauma?  At  17.  she 
rebelled  against  her  family  which  was 
publicly  attacking  her  and  was  initiating 
legal  proceedings  against  the  people  she 
had  lived  with  for  the  last  five  years. 
Finally,  in  April  2000.  Yapor  read  a letter 
in  which  she  stated  that  all  her  previous 
declarations  were  false  and  that  she  had 
been  a prisoner  of  mental  domination,  as 
the  psychologists  told  her.  Both  Yapor’s 
and  Aline  Hernandez’s  change  of  opinion 
had  to  do  with  “supernatural  phenom- 
ena.” Karina  says  that  it  was  thanks  to 
being  able  to  make  contact  with  god  him- 
self. Hernandez,  more  modestly,  simply 
received  a letter  from  her  dead  father. 
At  the  height  of  obscurantist  stupidity. 
Yapor  in  her  book  tries  to  prove  An- 
drade’s links  with  the  devil  because  he 
spent  a lot  of  time  in  the  bathroom  with- 
out making  noise! 

The  prosecution  of  Trevi,  Andrade  and 
Portillo  fits  into  a wider  anti-sex  witchhunt 
which  includes  everything  from  repeated 
attacks  on  the  "Condommobile”  and  peo- 
ple who  work  in  it,  to  anli-"pedophile” 
campaigns,  to  brutal,  murderous  attacks 
on  homosexuals.  One  aspect  of  the  witch- 
hunt is  that  it  seeks  to  strengthen  the  state 
in  its  regulation  of  the  population  and  to 
spread  panic  as  a diversion  from  the  real 
brutality  of  life  in  a country  where  60  per- 
cent of  children  are  born  into  poverty, 
women  are  forced  to  bear  child  after  child 
or  risk  their  lives  with  unsafe  abortions, 
and  many  of  those  who  manage  to  find 
employment  get  paid  starvation  wages. 
We  oppose  the  intrusion  of  the  govern- 
ment into  private  life  and  demand  an  end 
to  all  laws  against  consensual  activities 
like  sexual  experimentation  among  youth. 


consensual  sex  between  adults  and  youth, 
and  "crimes  without  victims”  such  as 
prostitution,  drug  use  and  pornography. 
We  oppose  “age  of  consent"  and  "corrup- 
tion of  minors”  laws.  These  laws,  which 
set  an  arbitrary  age  (generally  different 
for  men  and  women,  or  even  only  appli- 
cable to  women)  at  which  one  is  deemed 
capable  of  making  decisions  about  sex 
and  drinking,  are  reactionary.  Their  pur- 
pose is  to  repress  youth  sexuality  (which 
is.  although  some  might  not  like  it,  a bio- 
logical fact),  impose  abstinence  and 
equate  sex  with  guilt.  As  we  explained  in 
“Britain:  Marxism  vs.  Anti-Sex  Hysteria” 
in  Espartaco  No.  16  (Fall-Winter  2001) 
(see  also  WV  No.  744,  20  October  2000); 
“The  guiding  principle  for  sexual  rela- 
tions should  be  that  of  effective  consent, 
nothing  more  and  nothing  less  than 
mutual  agreement  and  understanding  as 
opposed  to  coercion.  One  might  say  that 
a girl  of  1 1 is  too  young,  whereas  one 
of  14  is  able  to  decide  for  herself  what 
she  wants  to  do.  in  any  case  this  is  not  a 
matter  to  be  determined  by  the  capitalist 
slate  which  upholds  in  every  way  it  can 
the  inherently  oppressive  nuclear  family, 
including  enforcing  sexual  repression 
and  fear,  with  untold  results  of  increased 
human  misery.  We  vehemently  oppose 
stale  intervention  into  people’s  sexual 
activities  and  private  lives:  State  out  of 
the  bedroom!'' 

If  Yapor  and  Hernandez  now  believe  that 
they  shouldn’t  have  been  able  to  make 
decisions  about  their  own  lives  when 
they  were  teenagers,  at  that  time  they 
certainly  thought  they  should  be  able  to. 
and  in  fact  they  did.  Second  thoughts  and 
regrets  or  even  unpleasant  experiences 
(which  are  quite  common  in  sexual 
activity  in  this  society)  cannot  retroac- 
tively turn  consensual  activity  into  rape. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  there  is  not 
effective  consent  what  takes  place  is  a 
violent  sexual  assault.  Rape  and  wife- 
beating are  horrible  and  terribly  common 
crimes  against  women  in  Mexico.  A 
measure  of  the  indifference  of  the  Mexi- 
can rulers  to  the  desperate  plight  of 
women  and  to  rape  in  particular  is  the 
case  of  Paulina,  an  adolescent  who  was 
raped  and  then  denied  the  abortion  she 
requested  (see  Espartaco  No.  14,  Fall- 
Winter  2000).  It  is  also  grotesque  that  the 
laws  equate  consensual  sex  involving 
youth  with  violent  crimes  like  rape  or 
wife-beating,  to  which  we  are  uncondi- 
tionally hostile. 

Mexican  law  makes  it  impossible  for  a 
young  woman  to  decide  she  wants  to 
have  sex  unless  she’s  a prostitute  or 
unless  she  gets  married  (rather  tellingly, 
the  legal  age  for  marriage  is  less  than  the 
legal  age  for  sex!).  The  Penal  Code  of 
Chihuahua,  which  sounds  like  a passage 
from  the  Old  Testament,  reads: 

"Tlie  person  that  has  intercourse  with  a 
chaste  and  honest  woman  under  the  age 
of  18  but  older  than  14.  obtaining  her 
consent  through  seduction  or  deception, 
shall  receive  one  month  to  three  years  in 
prison." 

The  message  is  that  young  women  aren’t 
supposed  to  have  any  sexual  desires,  and 
that’s  backed  up  with  the  threat  of  pros- 
ecution for  anyone  who  awakens  those 
desires.  The  utter  hypocrisy  of  the  penal 
code  and  bourgeois  morality  is  shown  in 
Chihuahua’s  Article  244;  "If  the  active 
subject  marries  the  offended  woman, 
legal  action  will  be  annulled.” 

For  the  bourgeoisie,  religious  obscu- 
rantism. reactionary  social  mores  and  the 
monogamous  heterosexual  family  are 
weapons  to  assure  ideological  conformity 
and  respect  for  the  “authority"  of  the 
institutions  of  the  bourgeois  slate.  As 
Marxists,  we  understand  that  these  ideo- 
logical props  will  only  be  done  away  with 
for  good  when  there  is  no  longer  a class- 
divided  society  where  the  ruling  class 
needs  to  justify  its  oppression  and  repres- 
sion of  the  masses  of  the  population. 
Then  we  can  begin  to  see  the  free  expres- 
sion of  human  interest  and  desire,  includ- 
ing sex,  without  the  restrictions,  humilia- 
tion and  guilt  with  which  this  society 
imbues  us.  Meanwhile,  the  bourgeois 
slate  seeks  to  increase  its  power  to  coun- 
ter any  challenge  to  its  exploitative  and 
oppressive  rule.  It  is  in  the  interest  of  the 
entire  workers  movement  to  expose  and 
oppose  the  anti-sex  witchhunt.  Defend 
Trevi.  Andrade  and  Portillo! ■ 
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Defend  the  Palestinians! 

V/hat's  Wrong  with  Campus 
Divestment  Campaign 


8uzz/lndymedia 

Fake  leftists  at  April  11  Berkeley  protest  promote  liberal  illusions  in  U.S. 
imperialism.  Below:  Spartacist  banner  at  April  20  protest  in  Washington,  O.C. 


IsraeFs  assault  against  the  Palestinians 
on  the  West  Bank,  marked  by  the  whole- 
sale destruction  of  entire  areas  and  the 
cold-blooded  massacre  of  hundreds  of 
Palestinian  civilians,  has  spurred  signifi- 
cant demonstrations  internationally,  in- 
cluding in  the  U.S.  On  April  20.  some 
20,000  people  protested  in  San  Francisco 
and  some  70.000  in  Washington  D.C.,  the 
largest  mobilizations  since  the  Gulf  War 
protests  of  1 990-9 1 . This  wave  of  protests 
has  also  hit  campuses  across  the  country. 

At  the  University  of  California  Berke- 
ley campus,  more  than  a thousand 
students  attended  a “Palestine  Day  of 
Action”  on  April  9 called  by  the  Stu- 
dents for  Justice  in  Palestine  (SJP).  The 
demonstration  culminated  in  a sit-in  at  a 
campus  building,  where  79  protesters 
were  arrested.  Most  were  charged  with 
trespassing,  though  some  face  additional 
charges  of  resisting  arrest,  while  one 
student  was  charged  with  assaulting  an 
officer.  The  UC  administration  has 
announced  that  those  arrested  will  face 
student  conduct  charges  and  possible  sus- 
pension from  school.  The  SJP  has  been 
suspended  as  a campus  group  and  pro- 
hibited from  organizing  or  having  events 
or  literature  tables  on  campus,  pending 
an  “investigation.”  This  blatant  attempt 
to  stifle  political  dissent  is  of  a piece  with 
the  government's  “anti-terror”  witchhunt. 
The  UC  administration  is  trying  to  roll 
back  the  clock  to  the  days  before  the 
1960s  Free  Speech  Movement,  when  po- 
litical groups  were  banned  from  campus. 
Drop  all  the  charges  now!  Down  with  the 
suspension  of  the  SJP!  No  administration 
reprisals  against  the  protesters! 

The  main  demand  of  the  Berkeley  sit- 
in  (as  well  as  a demonstration  called  by 
the  SJP  at  New  York’s  Columbia  Univer- 
sity on  April  17)  was  that  the  university 
administration  “end  its  financial  lies  to 
Israel  by  divesting  from  companies  with 
subsidiaries  in  Israel  and/or  substantial 
financial  commitments  (over  5 million 
dollars)  to  the  Israeli  economy.”  This 
demand,  initialed  by  the  American-Arab 
Anti-Discrimination  Committee,  has  been 
taken  up  by  ostensibly  socialist  organ- 
izations like  the  International  Socialist 
Organization  (ISO),  active  in  the  leader- 
ship of  the  Berkeley  and  Columbia  SJPs, 
and  the  Revolutionary  Communist  Youth 
Brigade  (RCYB.  youth  group  of  the 
Revolutionary  Communist  Party),  whose 
members  are  active  in  the  Berkeley  SJP. 

At  bottom,  the  divestment  campaign 


looks  to  employ  moral  suasion  to  pres- 
sure campus  administrations.  American 
corporations  and  ultimately  the  U.S.  cap- 
italist rulers  to  ditch  Israel  and  imple- 
ment a more  benevolent  policy  toward 
the  Palestinians.  Aside  from  the  fact  that 
American  corporations  do  not  have  sig- 
nificant investments  in  Israel,  the  notion 
that  moral  suasion  will  make  the  U.S. 
dump  a strategic  and  longstanding  ally  in 
the  Near  East  is  simply  ludicrous. 

The  divestment  movement  is  based  on 
the  lie  that  the  Zionist  rulers  are  somehow 


worse  than  their  imperialist  patrons  in 
Washington,  who  just  devastated  Afghan- 
istan and  whose  starvation  blockade  of 
Iraq  (not  to  mention  countless  wars  from 
Korea  to  Vietnam)  has  killed  more  inno- 
cent civilians  than  the  Israeli  stale  by 
orders  of  magnitude.  In  this  sense,  the 
call  for  divestment  serves  merely  to  pret- 
tify the  image  of  blood-drenched  U.S. 
imperialism. 

Indeed,  the  April  20  Washington 
demonstration’s  fake-left  sponsors,  among 
them  the  ISO.  pleaded  for  "a  U.S.  foreign 
policy  based  upon  social  and  economic 
justice,  not  military  and  corporate  oppres- 
sion.” And  their  chosen  keynote  speaker. 
Democratic  Congressman  Cynthia  Mc- 
Kinney. proclaimed:  “I  believe  we  once 
again  can  make  America  a force  for  good 
in  the  world.  We  are  the  world’s  most 
powerful  nation  and  have  a responsibility 
to  act  in  defense  of  the  weak  and  to  pro- 
tect them  from  harm.” 

When  has  capitalist  America  ever  acted 
as  a force  for  good  in  the  world?  From  its 
emergence  as  an  imperialist  power  in  the 
late  1800s,  the  U.S,  has  left  a grisly  trail 
of  carnage  around  the  globe — from  its 


murderous  “pacification”  of  the  Philip- 
pines after  it  seized  those  islands  in  the 
1898  Spanish- American  War  to  its 
slaughter  in  Iraq  a decade  ago.  Social 
democrats  like  the  ISO  to  the  contrary, 
the  capitalist  state  is  nothing  other  than  an 
instrument  of  corporate — i.e.,  capitalist 
class — oppression,  a machinery  of  vio- 
lence to  maintain  the  rule  of  capital  and 
suppress  the  struggles  of  the  exploited 
and  oppressed.  The  notion  that  this  state 
can  promote  social  and  economic  justice 
is  a con  job  that  serves  to  channel  the 
discontents  of  working  people  and  rebel- 
lious youth  back  into  Democratic  Parly 
elecioralism. 

Like  the  demonstrations  nationally,  a 
central  slogan  of  the  Berkeley  protest  was 
“Stop  U.S.  aid  to  Israel.”  There  were  also 
calls  for  the  United  Nations  to  intervene 
militarily  on  behalf  of  the  Palestinians. 
The  Spartacus  Youth  Club  participated  in 
the  Berkeley  march  and  protest  with  signs 
calling  for  defense  of  the  Palestinian  peo- 
ple. We  chanted.  “No  illusions  in  UN 
peace!  For  a socialist  federation  of  the 
Near  East!”  and  “Arab.  Jew,  black  and 
white — Workers  of  the  world  unite!” 

The  UN.  far  from  being  a force  for 
“peace,”  is  simply  a den  of' imperialist 
thieves  and  their  victims  that  acts  as  a fig 
leaf  for  U.S.  military  adventures  around 
the  globe,  from  the  1950-53  Korean  War 
to  the  Gulf  War  in  1991  and  countless 
other  imperialist  Interventions.  A U.S./ 
UN  “protection”  force  paved  the  way  for 
the  1982  massacre  of  over  2,000  Palestin- 
ian men.  women  and  children  at  the  Sabra 
and  Shatila  refugee  camps  in  Lebanon. 
Particularly  today,  appeals  for  imperialist 
military  intervention  in  the  Near  East,  in 
the  guise  of  defending  the  Palestinians, 
only  plays  into  the  hands  of  the  Bush 
administration,  which  is  preparing  an 
"intervention”  force  to  attack  Saddam 
Hussein’s  Iraq.  U.S.  hands  off  Iraq!  All 
U.S./UN  troops  out  of  the  Near  East! 

What  is  urgently  necessary  in  the  face 
of  escalating  Zionist  terror  is  the  mobil- 
ization of  the  working  class  in  concrete 
acts  of  class-struggle  solidarity  with  the 
besieged  Palestinian  masses,  including 
political  protest  strikes  and  labor  action 
to  prevent  the  shipment  of  military  goods 
to  the  Israeli  rulers.  But  such  a per.spec- 
tive  can  only  be  realized  by  mobilizing 
workers  in  the  U.S.  against  their  own 
rulers,  not  by  fostering  illusions  in  the 
potential  benevolence  of  the  American 
stale. 

A “Moral”  Investment  Policy? 

A campaign  to  convince  capitalist 
institutions  to  make  business  decisions 
based  on  moral  considerations  rather  than 
profit  motives  is  patently  absurd,  and  it 
goes  along  with  the  liberal  calls  on  con- 
sumers to  boycott  products  made  by  com- 
panies that  do  business  in  Israel.  The 
SJP's  sister  group  at  the  University  of  IHi* 
nois  Urbana-Champaign  demands  that 
its  administration  “not  morally  associate 
itself  with  the  Israeli  apartheid/coloniai 
economy  nor  the  weapons  manufacturers 
continued  on  pogf  ^ 

WORKERS  vanguard 


Spartacus  Youth  Club  Class  Series 


BAY  AREA 


Alternate  Saturdays,  2 p.m. 

May  18: 

Defend  the  Gains  of  the 
Anti-Capitalist  Revolutions  in 
China,  Cuba,  Vietnam  and 
North  Korea  Against  Imperialism 
and  Counterrevolution! 

1634  Telegraph.  3rd  Floor.  Oakland 
Information  and  readings;  (510)  839-0851 


LOS  ANGELES 


Alternate  Saturdays,  2 p.m. 

May  11; 

Capitalist  Counterrevolution  in  the 
USSR  and  Eastern  Europe 

3806  Beverly  Blvd..  Suite  215 
Information  and  readings:  (213)  380-8239 
slsycla@cs.com 

IV  wiv.  f cl-ff . org 


Young  Spartacus 


A Spaiiacisl  P»mpM«l 


Kuuk  , 

IRAi^ 

mrrn 


All  Israeli  Troops,  Settlers  Out  of  the  Occupied  Territories! 
No  U.S./UN/EU  Intervention  in  the  Near  East! 

U.S.  Hands  Off  Iraq! 

For  a Socialist  Federation  of  the  Near  East! 


Wednesday,  May  8,  7 p.m. 

University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago 
750  S.  Halsted,  Circle  Center  (CCC) 
Room  501-2 

For  more  information:  (312)  563-0441 


Saturday,  May  11,  7:30  p.m. 

Tnnity-St.  Paul’s  Centre 
427  Bloor  Street  West 
(just  west  of  Spadina  subway) 

For  more  information:  (416)  593-4138 


pressured  to  act  more  benevolently,  but 
must  be  exploded  from  within  through 
workers  revolution. 

However,  many  of  the  current  peace 
coalitions  led  by  so-called  socialist  or- 
ganizations such  as  the  Workers  World 
Party  and  the  International  Socialist 
Organization  operate  under  an  entirely 
different  understanding — the  ultimate 
reformability  of  the  capitalist  slate.  The 
ANSWER  coalition  is  organizing  an 
April  20  march  against  "war.  racism, 
[and]  poverty.”  While  ANSWER  pro- 
fesses to  fight  to  end  war  and  racism,  its 
demand  that  the  capitalists  “Slop  Funding 
the  Pentagon  Budget"  and  instead  pro- 
vide "Money  for  Jobs,  Schools.  Hous- 
ing.” and  other  nice  things  pushes  the  illu- 
sion that  the  imperialist  rulers  can  be 
pressured  into  abandoning  their  class 
interests  in  order  to  act  on  behalf  of  work- 
ing and  oppressed  people.  Their  reform- 
ism stands  as  an  obstacle  in  the  path  of 
the  only  effective  antiwar  strategy — mil- 
itant class  struggle  organized  to  smash 
the  entire  system  of  capitalist  exploita- 
tion. This  was  the  perspective  underlying 
the  February  9 labor-centered  demonstra- 
tion against  the  capitalists'  domestic  war 
targeting  immigrants,  blacks  and  labor,  a 
demonstration  organized  in  part  by  the 
SYC.  Initiated  by  the  Partisan  Defense 
Committee  and  the  Labor  Black  League 
for  Social  Defense,  this  rally  mobilized 
multiracial  union  power,  like  the  power- 
ful dockworkers  of  ILWU  Local  10.  inde- 
pendently of  the  capitalist  Democrats 
and  Republicans,  and  went  up  against  the 
rulers’  mythology  of  "national  unity” — 
the  lie  that  working  people  have  the  same 
interests  as  their  capitalist  exploiters. 

Since  the  demise  of  the  Soviet  Union. 
U.S.  imperialism  has  increasingly  turned 
its  attention  to  the  remaining  deformed 
workers  states,  the  only  places  on  earth 
where  imperialists  cannot  roam  freely 
due  to  the  expropriation  of  capitalism. 
Not  coincidentally,  U.S.  imperialism  has 
these  same  countries  at  the  very  top  of 
its  hit  list:  China  and  North  Korea  are 
among  the  seven  countries  listed  as 
potential  nuclear  targets  and  the  United 
Slates  for  years  has  been  building  its  mil- 
itary presence  in  the  Far  East.  We  say: 
For  the  Unconditional  Military  Defense 
of  China,  North  Korea,  Vietnam  and 
Cuba  Against  Imperialist  Attack  and 
Internal  Counterrevolution! 

The  present  period  is  not  solely  one  of 
unrestrained  imperialist  war  and  mili- 
tarism. Across  the  world,  from  Argentina 
to  Italy  to  South  Korea,  working  class 
discontent  has  arisen  against  capital- 
ist exploitation.  Here  in  the  heartland  of 
world  imperialism,  there  is  a burning 
need  for  a revolutionary  workers  parly 
capable  of  leading  the  working  class  and 
radical  youth  in  the  fight  for  socialist  rev- 
olution to  smash  capitalism  for  good.  We 
in  the  SYC  fight  to  build  such  a party. 
Come  join  a united  front  demonstration  to 
protest  the  presence  of  the  U.S.  military 
on  campus!  Come  demand:  ROTC  Off 
Campus!  U.S.  Imperialism:  Hands  Off 
Iraq  and  the  World!  m 


Spartacus  Youth  Club  Protest  at  Berkeley 


ROTC 

On  April  20.  the  Bay  Area  Spartacus 
Youth  Club  led  a demonstration  against 
the  Reserve  Officers’  Training  Corps 
(ROTC)  and  its  effort  to  recruit  prospec- 
tive UC  Berkeley  students  to  the  officer 
corps  of  the  U.S.  imperialist  military.  Stu- 
dents got  a refreshing  dose  of  revolution- 
ary opposition  to  capitalism  as  the  SYC 
chanted:  "ROTC  recruiters — imperialist 
looters!  Off  campus  now!"  A handful  of 
leftist  youth  enthusiastically  joined  our 
picket  line  and  chanted  over  the  hokey 
Cal  marching  band  that  soon  came  to  try 
to  drown  us  out. 

The  right-wing,  rabidly  anti-communist 
California  Patriot  crowd  mobilized  with 
their  American  flags  in  a liny  counter- 
demo.  Their  McCarthyite  signs,  "Shoot 
a Communist  Revolutionary  for  the 
US"  and  “Tell  the  Proletariats  (sic)  to 
Gel  Back  to  Work."  constitute  an  ominous 
silhouette  of  a fascislic  program:  to  kill 
the  communists  and  smash  all  workers 
organizations  to  extract  a higher  rate  of 
profit  from  the  sweat  and  blood  of  the 
proletariat.  These  Pentagon  advisers-in- 
training  whip  up  the  “war  on  terror"  hys- 
teria on  college  campuses  against  any 
social  dissent. 

Although  the  cops  prevented  us  from 
using  a megaphone,  onlookers  heard  SYC 
speeches  addressing  our  defense  of  the 
Palestinians  and  our  opposition  to  the 
U.S.  rulers’  “war  on  terror.”  One  SYCer 
from  Berkeley  High  School  read  a letter 
addressed  to  his  school  newspaper  con- 
demning the  new  so-called  “No  Child 
Left  Behind”  law,  which  would  pull  fed- 
eral funding  from  schools  that  refuse  to 
hand  over  student  records  to  military 
recruiters.  A statement  of  solidarity  with 
Puerto  Rican  student  militant  Pedro 
Col6n  Almenas  was  also  read.  Col6n 
Almenas  is  serving  one  year  in  federal 
prison  for  allegedly  hitting  a ROTC  offi- 
cer while  protesting  the  return  of  ROTC 
to  the  University  of  Puerto  Rico.  Raising 
the  call  for  the  right  of  independence  for 
Puerto  Rico,  UC  Berkeley  demonstrators 
held  signs  that  read:  “Free  ROTC  Pro- 
tester Pedro  Col6n  Almenas!  U.S.  Troops 
Out  of  Puerto  Rico  Now!" 

The  SYC  posed  the  need  for  joint 
action  against  the  ROTC  would-be  impe- 
rialist killers  to  other  left  groups  on  cam- 
pus. yet  they  scandalously  refused  to  par- 
ticipate. Members  of  the  Berkeley  Slop 
the  War  Coalition  said  that  they  didn't 
want  to  share  a platform  with  the  red 
Spartacists.  Students  for  Justice  in  Pal- 
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Trade  Center,  the  American  bourgeoisie 
has  found  the  golden  opportunity  to  use 
"national  unity”  patriotism  to  line  up  the 
population  behind  the  government.  Wash- 
ington’s quick  win  in  Afghanistan  has 
only  emboldened  its  readiness  to  employ 
military  force  against  absolutely  anyone, 
with  Iraq  directly  under  the  cross  hairs. 
Bush’s  mad  ranting  about  "the  axis  of 
evil"  combined  with  the  $312  billion 
military  budget,  the  world’s  biggest  and 
larger  than  the  arms  budgets  of  the  next 
nineteen  countries  combined,  underline 
that  the  main  enemy  of  the  world’s 
peoples  truly  is  American  imperialism. 
As  U.S.  imperialism  sends  troops  to  all 
corners  of  the  globe,  including  Colombia, 
Yemen.  Georgia  and  the  Philippines,  the 
Pentagon,  the  world's  only  veteran  in 
the  art  of  nuclear  holocaust,  declares  its 
readiness  to  unleash  nuclear  tactical 
weapons  against  any  regime  that  stands  in 
its  way.  Meanwhile,  the  U.S.  rulers  have 
given  the  green  light  to  the  Zionist  terror- 
ist stale,  armed  to  the  teeth  with  nuclear 
weapons,  in  its  escalating  genocidal  war 
against  the  Palestinian  people.  We  say: 
Defend  the  Palestinians!  Zionist  Troops, 
Settlers  Out  of  the  Occupied  Territories! 

American  imperialism’s  current  mili- 
tary adventures  are  not  simply  the  result 
of  a particularly  hawkish  White  House 
foreign  policy.  War  is  endemic  to  impe- 
rialism. the  highest  stage  of  capitalism 
in  which  world  powers  wage  ruthless 
warfare  over  markets  in  order  to  improve 
theirrelalive  competitive  positions.  ROTC 
is  the  direct  appendage  of  the  bloody  mil- 
itary machine  that  defends  the  Interests  of 
the  American  ruling  class.  Imperialism  is 
not  a policy,  but  a system.  It  cannot  be 


esiine  refused  to  endorse  because  we 
openly  disagree  with  their  strategy  to 
pressure  the  UC  Regents  to  divest  from 
companies  doing  business  with  Israel. 
The  International  Socialist  Organization 
and  the  Revolutionary  Communist  Parly 
likewise  didn't  endorse,  counterposing 
the  April  20  ANSWER  coalition’s  anti- 
war demo  in  San  Francisco  to  our  anti- 
ROTC  protest,  even  though  our  rally  was 
purposely  called  earlier  in  the  day.  In  fact, 
the  anti-ROTC  demonstrators  later  joined 
the  SYC/SL’s  revolutionary  contingent  at 
the  large  demonstration  in  San  Francisco 
under  the  banner  “Defend  the  Palestinian 
People!  For  a Socialist  Federation  of  the 
Near  East!  No  U.S./UN/NATO  Interven- 
tion! Hands  Off  Iraq!” 

We  reprint  below  the  7 April  leaflet 
issued  by  the  Bay  Area  Spartacus  Youth 
Club  and  distributed  in  building  the  anti- 
ROTC  demonstration. 

» * * 

On  April  20,  “Cal  Day,"  prospective 
students  here  at  UC  Berkeley  will  receive 
a taste  of  the  murderous  U.S.  imperialist 
military  machine,  fresh  off  its  deadly  rav- 
aging of  Afghanistan  and  eagerly  set  to 
launch  a new  round  of  human  massacre 
in  Iraq.  The  Reserve  Officers’  Training 
Corps  (ROTC)  plans  to  showcase  the  U.S. 
armed  forces  by  rappelling  down  Wheeler 
Hall.  Although  the  university  provides  it 
with  academic  camouflage,  ROTC’s  role 
is  to  train  the  next  generation  of  men  and 
women  to  direct  mass  slaughter  for  the 
most  rapacious  imperialist  power  in  the 
world.  To  carry  out  its  imperialist  adven- 
tures. the  bourgeoisie  needs  to  regiment 
the  population  to  accept  authority  with- 
out question.  On  campus  this  means 
enforcing  conservative  codes  of  conduct 
and  suppressing  leftist  ideas.  While  the 
administration  and  its  right-wing  lackeys 
have  recently  sought  to  purge  what  they 
consider  to  be  sexual  and  political  "devi- 
ance” from  campus,  ROTC  is  given  free 
rein.  But  ROTC  has  not  always  enjoyed 
that  right.  Organized  outrage  during  the 
Vietnam  War  successfully  drove  ROTC 
off  campuses  all  over  the  nation.  When 
ROTC  was  reintroduced  to  Cal  in  the 
mid-seventies,  we  led  a campaign  against 
its  return.  The  Spartacus  Youth  Club 
today  calls  on  students  opposed  to  U.S. 
imperialism's  deadly  rampages— those 
of  the  present  and  those  that  are  all 
loo  imminent — to  demonstrate  on  April 
20  and  demand:  ROTC  Off  Campus! 
U.S.  Imperialism:  Hands  Off  Iraq  and  the 
World! 

Seizing  on  the  entirely  criminal  attack 
on  thousands  of  people  in  the  World 
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France... 

(continued  from  page  I) 

thugs  get  there,  They  could  stop  the 
fascists  before  they  start,  but  they  won't 
do  this  because  such  an  action  would 
open  the  road  to  the  kind  of  independent 
political  mobilization  of  the  proletariat 
these  loyal  servants  of  bourgeois  democ- 
racy fear  more  than  Le  Pen  himself. 

The  smaller  SUD  labor  federation, 
which  is  heavily  influenced  by  support- 
ers of  the  LCR.  is  likewise  pushing  the 
pro-Chirac  line.  But  SUn  militants  at  the 
Creteil  po.stal  facility  issued  a leaflet  on 
April  26  declaring: 

"The  place  lor  every  conscious  proletar- 
ian on  May  Day  is  in  the  streets.  Not  to 
defend  the  values  of  a republic  m the  ser- 
vice of  capital,  which  engenders  misery 
and  so  in.iny  other  horrors.,  nor  to  help 
the  defender  of  these  same  bourgeois  val- 
ues get  back  in  the  saddle....  If  fascism  is 
the  mortal  enemy  of  the  working  class, 
the  bourgeois  governments — of  the  right 
as  well  as  the  left — are  our  gravediggers. 
We  must  be  in  the  street  to  affirm  and 
exercise  our  social  power,  to  ‘show  the 
re.solute  will  of  the  working  class  to  over- 
throw class  society  and  open  the  road  to 
peace  for  all  humanity.*  as  the  resolution 
of  the  Second  International  stated.  We 
won’t  leave  our  fate  in  the  hands  of  the 
class  enemy!  Reclaim  May  Day  as  a day 
of  international  workers  struggle!” 

The  rightward  shift  across  Europe 
was  prepared  by  social-democratic  and 
popular-front  governments  that  were 
brought  to  power  in  the  1990s  to  oversee 
the  scrapping  of  public  health  care,  pen- 
sions and  other  “welfare  state”  measures. 
Invariably,  these  capitalist  regimes  used 
anti-immigrant  demagogy  and  terror  to 
divide  and  divert  the  working  class  from 
united  struggle  against  the  capitalist 
offensive.  With  the  economic  downturn, 
immigrant  "guest  workers”  became  large- 
ly unneeded  "surplus”  labor.  Without  a 
job  and  without  a future,  they  were  feared 
by  the  ruling  class  as  socially  explosive. 
The  Europe-wide  anti-immigrant  offen- 
sive was  exemplified  by  the  1995  Schen- 
gen accord  aimed  at  keeping  Slavic  and 
dark-skinned  immigrants  out  of  "Fortress 
Europe.” 

If  fascist  terror  against  immigrants  is 
not  now  rampant  in  France,  it  is  only 
because  the  popular-front  government  is 
carrying  out  the  kind  of  program  of  cop 
terror  and  deportations  that  has  been  the 
fascists'  rallying  cry.  The  popular  front 
helped  make  Le  Pen’s  racist  program 
"respectable.” 

The  prevailing  outlook  motivating  the 
demonstrations  against  Le  Pen  is  the  illu- 
sion that  class  conflict  can  be  resolved 
on  the  parliamentary  plane.  Yet  the  demo- 
cratic rights  that  exist  in  capitalist  soci- 
ety— from  voting  rights  and  the  right  to 
abortion  to  the  right  to  organize  a party 
or  a trade  union — were  not  granted  by 
wise  rulers  after  counting  the  votes  of  an 
undifferentiated  electorate.  These  rights 
were  won  in  struggle  and  must  be  de~ 
fended  through  proletarian  class  struggle. 

The  events  that  led  to  the  present  blind 
alley  of  French  bourgeois  “democracy” 
were  prepared  by  the  explosive  1995 
strike  wave  by  railway  workers  and 
other  public  employees  against  anti-labor 
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attacks.  At  the  time,  the  LTF  insisted  that 
the  heavily  minority  private  sector  work- 
ers be  mobilized  in  that  proletarian 
struggle  and  uniquely  called  on  the  labor 
movement  to  champion  the  rights  of  all 
the  oppressed,  particularly  France’s  large 
North  African  population.  Instead,  the 
trade-union  misleaders  deflected  that 
class  battle  from  the  factories  and  streets 
into  a campaign  to  replace  the  right-wing 
government  then  in  power  by  Jospin's 
popular  front.  As  is  the  case  with  all  pop- 
ular fronts,  the  politics  of  class  collabora- 
tion disoriented  the  workers,  derailed 
their  struggles  and  emboldened  the 
forces  of  reaction. 

Fake-left  groups  like  the  LCR  and  LO 
encourage  the  widespread  illusion  that 
there  is  no  alternative  to  the  trap  of  bour- 
geois democracy.  The  LCR  Political 
Bureau  declared:  “The  LCR  is  mobiliz- 
ing for  Le  Pen  to  get  the  smallest  vote 
possible  on  May  5”  (fiouge,  25  April). 
This  is  a clear  call  to  vote  for  Chirac.  The 
LCR’s  presidential  candidate,  Olivier 
Besancenot.  called  to  "stop  Le  Pen  in 
the  streets  and  at  the  polls”  (Liberation, 
26  April).  “That  translates  into  voting 
against  Le  Pen,”  declared  an  April  28 
LCR  Central  Committee  statement.  LO. 
on  the  other  hand,  comes  out  clearly 
against  voting  Chirac  but  then  leaves 
open  the  door  to. ..voting  for  Chirac.  LO 
members  at  the  April  27  demonstration 
carried  placards  reading,  “Neither  Le  Pen 
nor  Chirac.”  The  next  day,  LO  presi- 
dential candidate  Arlette  Laguiller  de- 


clared: “I  do  not  call  for  a vote  to  Chirac” 
(Le  Monde,  30  April).  A couple  of  days 
before,  however,  she  said  that  "each  per- 
son must  make  the  choice  that  seems 
justified  to  themselves”  (Lutte  Ouvriere, 
26  April). 

In  the  lead-up  to  last  week’s  elections, 
the  LTF  published  an  open  letter  to  LO 
which  noted  that  despite  LO's  attempt 
to  draw  a crude  class  line  against  the 
popular-front  government,  its  silence  on 
the  brutal  Vigipirate  campaign  and  its 
support  to  reactionary  police  "strikes” 
made  it  impossible  for  the  LTF  to  give 
LO  critical  support.  The  LTF  declared; 
“LO's  speeches  on  immigrant  rights  and 
their  participation  in  demonstrations  for 
undocumented  immigrants  are  nullified 
by  their  silence  on  Vigipirate  and  their 
support  to  the  cop  mobilizations.  Indif- 
ference to  racial  oppression  is  the  direct 
consequence  of  a perspective  of  class 
collaboration"  (see  iVorkers  Vanguard 
No.  778,  5 April).  Now  they  are  proving 
it  by  waffling  on  voting  for  Chirac. 

We  publish  below  a 23  April  statement 
translated  from  the  LTF's  Le  Bolchevik 
No.  159  (Spring  2002). 
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We  must  draw  the  lessons  from  the 
April  2 1 elections.  It’s  the  politics  of  Chi- 
rac, Jospin.  Robert  Hue  and  even  the  so- 
called  "far  left”  which  paved  the  way  for 
the  fascists  by  making  the  campaign  for 
"security.”  in  other  words  racist  repres- 
sion above  all  against  youth  of  North 
African  origin,  the  centra!  theme  of 
the  presidential  election.  Today  Lutte 
Ouvriere  and  the  Ligue  Communiste 
Revolutionnaire  seek  to  cover  themselves 
by  blaming  the  government’s  raci.st  poli- 
tics for  this  outcome.  But  where  were 
they'.^  LO  hailed  the  reactionary  cop  dem- 
onstrations of  last  November  and  refuses 
to  oppose  Vigipirate,  which  in  France 
after  September  1 1 has  represented  the 
reality  of  the  "war  against  terrorism”  that 
targets  ail  immigrants,  and  behind  them 
the  workers  movement  and  all  the 
oppressed.  As  for  the  LCR.  how  can  a 
party  that  prettifies  French  imperialism, 
going  so  far  as  to  call  for  it  to  intervene 
militarily  everywhere— from  the  Balkans 
in  1999  to  Palestine  today — combat  fas- 
cism. which  represents  French  national- 
ism in  its  most  extreme  form? 

In  this  grave  situation,  the  PS,  the  CP. 


the  Greens,  the  unions  (CGT  and  CI-DT) 
have  raised  the  call  to  “block  Le  Pen"  and 
arc  calling  for  voting  for  Chirac!  This  is 
like  a doctor  who  wants  to  fight  the 
plague  with  cholera.  As  for  the  LCR  and 
LO.  we  may  expect  that  they  will  preach 
the  "unity  of  the  left  to  fight  the  ultra- 
right"  as  they  put  into  the  saddle  for  the 
legislative  elections  a new  popular  front 
(a  coalition  of  workers  parties  with  bour- 
geois parties  for  the  purpose  of  running 
the  capitalist  state)  around  the  P.S,  uhich 
has  been  running  the  racist,  capitalist 
French  slate  for  the  last  five  years. 
Already  in  1997  LO  called  for  voting  for 
the  PS  and  CP  in  the  legislative  elections 
everywhere  that  Le  Pen  was  on  the  second 
round,  contributing  to  Jospin’s  victory. 
For  us  Trotskyists,  opposition  to  class 
collaboration  and  the  popular  front  is  an 
essential  principle.  When  the  interests  of 
the  working  class  are  subordinated  to 
those  of  the  bourgeoisie  (and  they  always 
are  in  such  coalitions),  reaction  always 
wins.  Our  slogans  in  these  elections  are 
more  important  than  ever  for  organizing 
the  working  class  to  defend  itself  and 
defend  all  the  oppressed:  Down  with  Vig- 
ipirate! Down  with  the  security  cam- 
paign! Full  citizenship  rights  for  all  immi- 
grants! Stop  the  deportations!  France, 
UN:  Hands  off  the  Near  East! 

These  elections  murk  a big  upheaval 
in  the  French  political  landscape.  Their 
context  is  the  austerity  implemented  by 
the  popular-front  government:  massive 
layoffs,  factory  closings,  privatizations, 
attacks  on  pensions,  etc.  Since  the  capital- 
ist counterrevolution  in  the  USSR,  the 
European  bourgeoisies  have  installed 
governments  to  dismantle  piece  by  piece 
the  “welfare  state,”  a series  of  social  ser- 
vices and  workers’  gains  won  by  bitter 
struggles.  In  recent  years,  governments 
led  by  social  democrats  have  been 
charged  with  this  work  in  most  countries 
of  Europe,  thereby  preparing  the  job  tor 
the  far  right  which  is  taking  power  now. 
with  Haider’s  party  in  the  Austrian  gov- 
ernment and  Berlusconi/Fini/Bossi  m 
Italy,  for  example.  And  the  British  Labour 
Party’s  Blair  has  teamed  up  with  Berlus- 
coni against  the  workers  in  struggle. 

The  working  class  does  not  lack  the 
militancy  to  oppose  these  attacks,  as  we 
saw  in  December  1995  and  more  recently 
with  the  Marseilles  longshoremen  (a  his- 
torically very  ethnically  integrated  layer 
of  the  working  class)  or  with  the  recent 
general  strike  in  Italy.  But  the  sellout 
leadership  of  the  reformist  parties  and 
unions  always  diverts  these  struggles 
toward  parliamentary  combinations.  For 
the  first  time  since  1969.  the  left  is  not 
represented  in  the  second  round.  So  much 
the  better  that  the  CP  is  paying  so  dearly 
for  its  collaboration  with  Chirac/Jospin. 
The  CP  was  an  enormous  obstacle  on  the 
road  of  the  class  struggle:  this  party, 
which  saved  the  French  bourgeoisie’s 
hide  in  1936,  1944-47  and  May  1968.  is 
only  the  shadow  of  its  former  self.  But 
the  CP’s  politics  of  class  collaboration 
has  not  been  defeated  politically;  LOand 
the  LCR  still  share  the  same  perspec- 
tive. On  the  other  hand,  part  of  the  CP’s 
working-class  and  popular  electoral  base 
has  turned  to  the  fascists  as  the  only  "radi- 
cal" alternative  to  the  rottenness  of  Jos- 
pin/Chirac. This  election  shows  that  the 
justified  hatred  which  has  built  up  in  the 
working  class  for  this  government  of  aus- 
terity can  be  exploited  by  fascist  dema- 
gogues. This  is  why  the  fight  against 
racist  oppression  is  so  central  to  anti- 
capitalist struggle,  as  we  stressed  in  our 
open  letter  to  LO. 

Thousands  of  high  school  students  and 
others  immediately  took  to  the  streets 
throughout  France  to  protest  against  the 
fascist  Le  Pen,  Now  Le  Pen  is  passing 
himself  off  as  a “normal  candidate.”  But 
make  no  mistake;  he  is  a real  fascist  who 
is  for  deporting  immigrants  from  France 
and  who  organizes  bands  of  thugs  to 
attack  youth  of  immigrant  origin,  He  was 
a torturer  during  the  Algerian  War.  While 
in  recent  months  there  was  hardly  any- 
thing in  the  press  about  the  fascists,  that’s 
because  the  cops  themselves  directly  are 
carrying  out  the  roundups  and  racist 
repression.  We’ve  been  hearing  a lol 
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aboul  the  ■•anli-Semitism  of  ihe  Maghreb- 
ians” recenily,  because  that’s  a pretext  for 
ihe  repression  in  the  ghettos.  But  it’s  not 
ihe  Maghrebians  who  voted  for  Le  Pen. 
^vho  declared  that  the  Holocaust  of  the 
jjvvs  was  just  a “detail”  and  who  still 
identifies  himself  with  the  Vichy  regime. 

Le  Pen  and  the  fascists  don’t  represent 
“bad  ideas”  that  one  can  debate.  Fascism 
is  a program  to  wipe  out  the  organized 
workers  movement,  send  women  back  to 
the  home  and  massacre  “immigrants." 
Jews,  minorities  and  homosexuals.  The 
fascists  are  the  extreme  expression  of 
ihe  interests  of  the  bourgeoisie  and  are 
, heir  reserve  army  against  the  proletariat. 
That's  why  the  fight  against  fascism  has 
(0  be  linked  to  the  struggle  against  the 
system  of  capitalist  exploitation.  Le  Pen 
isn't  on  the  verge  of  taking  power  in 
(his  country,  but  his  election  score  will 
be  translated  into  an  augmentation  of 
racist  crimes  in  the  streets.  Smash  the  fas- 
cists  before  they  smash  us!  For  workerl 
immigrant  self-defense  groups  based  on 
the  factories! 

In  1 995  the  National  Front  launched  its 
electoral  campaign  by  assassinating  Ibra- 
him Ali  and  “celebrated"  its  showing  by 
killing  Brahim  Bouraam  on  May  Day.  Le 
Pen's  call  for  an  FN  mobilization  on  May 
Day  (this  year),  the  international  day  of 
the  working  class,  is  a sinister  provoca- 
tion. What’s  necessary  is  mass  mobiliza- 
tions to  repulse  this  danger.  As  Trotsky 
wrote  ("Germany,  the  Key  to  the  Interna- 
tional Situation.”  26  November  1931): 

“On  the  scales  of  electoral  statistics,  a 
thousand  fascist  votes  weigh  as  much  as 
a thousand  communist  votes.  But  on  the 
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scales  of  the  revolutionary  struggle,  a 
thousand  workers  in  one  big  factory  rep- 
resent a force  a hundred  times  greater." 


But  instead  of  mobilizing  the  working 
class  to  sweep  the  fascists  off  the  streets 
on  May  Day.  the  fake  left  uses  the  anger 
of  the  youth  and  of  all  the  opponents  of 
the  fascists  to  refurbish  not  only  the 
social  democrats  but  even  Chirac!  The 
“CGT  police  union”  just  called  for  “all 
republican  policemen  to  participate  in  all 
demonstrations  organized  by  the  forces  of 
progress.”  In  fact,  the  cop  "unions"  would 
be  the  organic  support  for  a fascist 
regime.  We  say;  Cops  out  of  the  unions! 


The  anger  at  the  election  results  is  cyn- 
ically manipulated  by  the  LCR  of  Krivine/ 
Besancenot.  Laguiller  announced  the  eve- 
ning after  the  elections  that  they  aren’t 
going  to  vote  for  Chirac  on  the  second 
round,  but  in  their  editorial  yesterday  they 
are  already  much  more  evasive,  refusing 
to  clearly  state  who  to  vote  for:  “Every- 
one must  make  their  own  choice.’’  As  for 
the  LCR,  they  go  in  for  empty  talk  about 
a “third  round"  with  social  struggle  in  the 
streets  “against  fascism  and  the  bosses” 
(leaflet  of  the  LCR’s  youth  group).  With 
the  French  army  of  the  Algerian  War  as 
an  “international  protection  force”  in  Pal- 


estine? With  “union  rights  and  the  right  to 
strike  for  the* police”  (Rouge.  1 3 Decem- 
ber 2001)?  Their  capitulation  to  bour- 
geois triumphalism  and  the  ideological 
anti-communist  campaign  was  expressed 
in  the  campaign  of  Besancenot,  who 
prated  about  "democracy"  and  denounced 
the  organizer  of  the  socialist  revolution  of 
October  1917,  Leon  Trotsky,  by  saying 
aboul  him  (Le  Monde,  1 1 April):  “It’s  not 
certain  he  would  have  been  much  better 
than  Stalin.”  Stalin  was  the  gravedigger 
of  the  Russian  Revolution! 

The  disaster  of  parliamentarism  could 
also  benefit  the  anarchists.  Quite  a few 
youth  with. good  impulses  reject  parlia- 
mentary cretinism.  But  more  than  ever  in 
the  climate  of  the  “death  of  communism” 
after  the  capitalist  counterrevolution  in 
the  USSR,  they  are  hostile  to  the  very 
idea  that  struggles  need  leadership,  and 
they  reject  the  leading  revolutionary  role 
of  the  working  class.  As  Trotsky  said,  in 
reactionary  periods  there  are  "monstrous 
ideological  relapses”  and  “senile  thought 
seems  to  have  become  infantile.”  The 
numerous  spontaneous  demonstrations 
are  not  sufficient  to  wipe  out  the  gangrene 
of  racism  and  fascism,  and  the  capitalists' 
and  social-democrats’  attacks  on  the 
working  class.  It’s  necessary  to  have  the 
perspective  of  a workers  revolution  to 
sweep  away  the  whole  capitalist  system. 
The  working  class,  which  produces  the 
wealth  of  society,  draws  its  power  from 
its  role  in  production;  it  must  lead  the 
struggles  of  all  the  oppressed  against  this 
rotten  capitalist  system.  But  for  that  the 
working  class  needs  a new  leadership, 
which  we  are  determined  to  build.  ■ 


Divestment... 

(continued  from  page  4) 

who  supply  one  of  the  most  powerful 
armies  in  the  world,”  and  claims  that 
divestment  will  “shame”  (!)  capitalist 
behemoths  like  arms  manufacturer  Lock- 
heed Marlin. 

At  Berkeley.  SJP  spokesman  (and 
prominent  ISO  supporter)  Snehal  Shin- 
gavi  told  the  Christian  Science  Monitor 
(9  April):  “The  people  who  run  our  uni- 
versities are  not  just  tacitly  supporting  but 
are  actually  benefiting  from  the  exploita- 
tion of  Palestinians."  Where  would  Shin- 
gavi  & Co.  have  the  university  invest  its 
endowment?  Is  it  more  "moral”  for  cam- 
puses to  invest  in  companies  that  run 
sweatshops  in  Indonesia — or,  for  that 
mutter,  that  exploit  workers  in  the  U.S.? 
What  about  the  weapons  manufacturers 
that  supply  the  biggest  terrorist  govern- 
ment in  the  world — U.S.  imperialism? 

The  boards  of  trustees  and  campus 
administrations  to  whom  the  divestment 
protesters  appeal  exist  precisely  to  ensure 
that  the  universities  serve  the  interests  of 
the  capitalist  class — and  that  includes 
U.S.  imperialism’s  current  "war  on  ter- 
rorism.” This  should  be  evident  to  mem- 
bers of  the  SJP,  whose  attempt  to  act  as 
the  Board  of  Regents’  stockbroker  with  a 
conscience  was  met  by  mass  arrests  and 
the  suspension  of  their  organization. 
Many  administrations  have  been  handing 
over  the  files  of  Near  Eastern  students  to 
the  FBI. 

The  UC  Regents  have  far  more  direct 
connections  to  U.S.  imperialist  oppres- 
sion than  their  slock  portfolio;  e.g.,  they 
preside  over  the  country's  pre-eminent 
nuclear  weapons  research  program,  in- 
cluding the  Los  Alamos  and  Lawrence 
Livermore  facilities.  They  also  aid  in  the 
direct  recruitment  of  students  into  the 
tmperialist  military  through  the  Reserve 
Officers’  Training  Corps  (ROTC). 

At  the  University  of  Illinois,  spokes- 
men for  the  divestment  campaign  argue 
that  "as  Israel  becomes  more  internation- 
ally isolated.  Israel  will  have  to  come  to 
the  negotiating  table.”  What  this  is  really 
about  is  beseeching  the  American  imperi- 
alist Slate,  the  executive  committee  of  the 
American  capitalist  class  as  a whole,  to 
reorder  its  foreign  policy  to  "isolate 
Israel,  U.S.  economic  and  military  aid  to 
Lrael  has  been  a cornerstone  of  Ameri- 
can policy  in  the  Near  East  for  decades. 
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because  Washington  sees  in  the  Zionist 
state  a stable  and  reliable  ally.  To  further 
its  interests  in  the  region,  the  U.S.  has 
also  given  billions  in  aid  to  Egypt  and 
other  Arab  client  states. 

Israel  has  received  some  $80  billion 
from  the  U.S.  government  since  1974. 
By  contrast,  the  sum  total  of  direct 
investment  by  U.S.  companies  in  Israel 
by  1998  amounted  to  just  under  $3. 1 bil- 
lion— aboul  .3  percent  of  total  U.S.  for- 
eign investment.  Even  now  over  one- 
quarter  of  the  Israeli  assets  held  by 
foreigners  consists  of  government  bonds, 
which  the  world  Zionist  movement  buys 
for  political  reasons.  At  the  same  time. 
Israel  is  not  a mere  pawn  of  U.S.  imperi- 
alism but  a regional  power  with  its  own 
interests  and  the  military  wherewithal- 
including  hundreds  of  nuclear  weap- 
ons— to  pursue  them. 

Divestment  is  occurring  in  Israel,  but 
the  rate  of  profit  (or  more  precisely,  the 
lack  thereoO  has  a lot  more  to  do  with  it 
than  opposition  to  Zionist  brutality  in  the 
West  Bank,  The  economic  disruptions 
and  insecurity  caused  by  the  Intifada 
have  sent  the  Israeli  economy  into  a tail- 
spin.  Of  the  country’s  chief  income  earn- 
ers, tourism  has  plummeted  by  $5  billion 
and  high-tech  exports  by  double  that 
amount.  Business  Week  (29  April)  esti- 
mates that  in  the  first  quarter  of  this  year 
alone,  direct  capital  outflow  or  transfers 
to  foreign  currency  accounts  totaled 
$500  million!  Even  if  such  continuing 
"divestment"  led  decisive  sections  of  the 
Israeli  bourgeoisie  to  push  for  a policy 
different  than  the  one  being  implemented 
by  the  government  of  mass  murderer 
Ariel  Sharon,  it  would  be  no  less  oppres- 
sive to  the  Palestinian  people.  The  “alter- 
native" currently  being  mooted  is  "uni- 
lateral separation.”  i.e.,  fencing  ofl  parts 
of  the  West  Bank  the  way  Gaza  has 
already  been  fenced  off  and  leaving  the 
Palestinians  in  isolated  ghettos  with  few 
means  of  economic  subsistence. 

The  SJP  and  the  ISO  point  to  the  cam- 
pus divestment  campaign  against  apart- 
heid in  South  Africa  in  the  U.S.  and 
Europe  in  the  mid  to  late  1980s  as  a great 
success  and  a model  to  be  emulated  with 
regard  to  Israel.  Israel  is  vastly  different 
from  South  Africa.  But  in  any  case,  it  was 
not  divestment  that  led  to  the  replacement 
of  the  white-supremacist  regime  by  the 
bourgeois-nationalist  African  National 
Congress  (ANC)  of  Nelson  Mandela,  It 
was  the  mass  social  struggles  of  the  black 


and  other  nonwhite  toilers  within  South 
Africa — centrally  the  working  class — 
that  brought  an  end  to  direct  white- 
supremacist  rule.  The  massive  outburst  of 
black  labor  struggle  won  significant  wage 
gains,  decreasing  the  profitability  of 
investment  in  South  Africa.  In  response, 
the  imperialists  and  a section  of  the  apart- 
heid ruling  class  decided  to  go  for  a 
“power-sharing"  deal  with  the  ANC.  By 
and  large,  divestment  look  the  form  of 
overseas  corporations  signing  over  their 
interests  to  local  subsidiaries,  which  often 
treated  their  workers  even  more  brutally. 
Indeed,  in  1989  there  were  two  strikes 
by  black  workers  against  such  divestment 
schemes. 

Moreover,  the  end  of  legalized  apart- 
heid has  not  brought  an  end  to  the  oppres- 
sion and  exploitation  of  the  black  work- 
ers by  the  while  South  African  capitalist 
class.  Rather  the  ANC  leaders,  Mandela 
and  his  successor  Thabo  Mbeki.  have 
since  served  as  the  black  front  men  for  the 
South  African  ruling  class  and  its  senior 
partners  in  Wall  Street  and  the  City  of 
London.  In  an  article  tilled  "Black  Work- 
ers Strike  Against  ‘Divestment’  Union- 
Busting”  (WV  No.  486.  29  September 
1989).  we  wrote:  “The  only  kind  of 
‘divestment'  that  will  benefit  the  ex- 
ploited and  oppressed  will  be  proletarian 
revolution,  and  the  expropriation  of  these 
riches  by  a black-centered  workers  gov- 
ernment as  part  of  a socialist  federation 
of  southern  Africa.”  That  remains  no  less 
true  today. 

Similarly,  the  only  road  to  social  and 
national  liberation  for  the  oppressed  Pal- 


estinian masses  lies  through  common 
class  struggle  by  the  Hebrew-speaking 
and  Arab  workers  against  both  the  Israeli 
and  Arab  ruling  classes,  which  are  like- 
wise oppressors  of  the  Palestinian  people. 
The  Zionist  garrison  state  must  be  shat- 
tered from  within,  through  Arab/Hebrew 
workers  revolution.  Only  within  a social- 
ist federation  of  the  Near  East  can  the 
conflicting  national  rights  of  the  Palestin- 
ian Arab  and  Hebrew-speaking  peoples 
be  equitably  realized. 

Some  of  the  more  thoughtful  advocates 
of  divestment  acknowledge  that  the 
divestment  campaign  will  not  result  in 
change,  but  argue  that  it  serves  as  a small 
step  forward  by  increasing  awareness. 
But  awareness  of  what — that  U.S.  imperi- 
alism, the  deadliest  enemy  of  the  world’s 
peoples,  can  be  reformed  through  pres- 
sure politics?  The  opportunist  ISO  makes 
this  explicit:  “The  Democrats  won’t  pro- 
mote policies  in  our  interests — until  we 
build  a movement  that  forces  politicians 
of  whatever  political  stripe  to  do  what  we 
want”  (Socialist  Worker,  29  March).  The 
lie  that  U.S.  imperialism  is  reformable 
and  accountable  to  the  American  popula- 
tion is  a roadblock  to  social  struggle  mo- 
bilized consciously  against  the  entire  sys- 
tem of  class  exploitation  and  imperialist 
oppression  that  is  American  capitalism. 
We  in  the  Spartacist  League  and  the  Spar- 
tacus  Youth  Clubs  recognize  that  there 
can  only  be  an  end  to  imperialist  war 
and  oppression  through  mobilizing  the 
working  class  internationally  in  proletar- 
ian socialist  revolution  that  sweeps  away 
capitalist  class  society  as  a whole.* 
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Welfare... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

white  workers’  anger  away  from  capital- 
ist exploitation  and  toward  black  people 
and  immigrants. 

Black  women  face  triple  oppression  in 
racist,  sexist  America — as  black  people, 
as  workers  and  as  women.  Although  there 
have  always  been  more  whites  on  welfare 
than  blacks,  the  ruling  class  lyingly 
demonizes  black  women  as  the  problem 
to  be  solved  by  "welfare  reform."  Young 
black  men  are  criminalized  and  targeted 
by  the  cops,  who  just  shoot  them  down  in 
the  streets  or  throw  them  into  prison.  The 
bourgeoisie  pointed  to  the  lower  unem- 
ployment figures  of  the  late  ’90s  as  proof 
that  only  the  "undeserving  poor"  could  be 
out  of  work  in  such  a booming  economy. 
In  fact,  one  of  the  factors  that  contributed 
to  the  lowering  of  unemployment  statis- 
tics was  the  high  rate  of  incarceration  of 
young  black  and  other  minority  men, 
mainly  imprisoned  because  of  the  racist 
"war  on  drugs.”  This  so-called  "war"  is  a 
pretense  to  increase  the  violent  police 
occupation  of  the  desperately  poor  ghet- 
tos and  barrios.  By  1995,  over  33  percent 
of  black  men  between  the  ages  of  20  and 
29  years  were  in  prison  or  on  probation. 

In  order  for  the  capitalists  to  increase 
the  rate  of  exploitation,  they  require  reg- 
imentation and  control  of  the  workforce. 
They  need  a compliant  population  to 
throw  onto  the  trash  heap  depending  on 
the  ups  and  downs  of  the  boom-bust  cap- 
italist business  cycle.  Creating  a reserve 
army  of  labor  is  a necessary  component 
of  capitalism.  Unemployment  figures  also 
don't  tell  the  story  of  the  huge  increase  in 
low-paying,  irregular,  two-tiered,  part- 
time  and  temporary  jobs  that  have 
replaced  regular  full-time  jobs  that  used 
to  have  benefits  and  pensions.  Remember 
the  immensely  popular  1997  UPS  strike 
which  put  young  workers — black,  white. 
Latino  and  Asian — together  on  the  picket 
lines  across  the  country,  fighting  for  full- 
time employment. 

The  War  Against  Poor  Women 

AFDC  funding  is  a tiny  fraction  of  the 
U.S.  social  welfare  budget  today  com- 
pared to  Social  Security  or  Medicare. 
This  makes  clear  that  the  campaign  for 
its  elimination  is  largely  ideological.  The 
latest  attack  on  poor  women,  espe- 
cially minorities,  continues  the  "family 
values”  bourgeois  morality  campaign 
that  has  characterized  reactionary  "wel- 
fare reform”  for  decades.  This  is  no  acci- 
dent. since  the  family  is  a cornerstone  of 
women’s  oppression  under  capitalism. 

Clinton’s  1996  Personal  Responsibil- 
ity and  Work  Opportunity  Reconciliation 
Act  begins  with  the  following  sentence: 
"Marriage  is  the  foundation  of  a success- 
ful society."  The  current  legislation  in 
Congress  to  renew  the  Temporary  Assis- 
tance for  Needy  Families  program  that 
replaced  AFDC  promotes  "illegitimacy 
reduction  and  family  formation."  This 
year.  Bush  is  proposing  $300  million  for 
programs  promoting  marriage.  West  Vir- 
ginia is  already  penalizing  unmarried 
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Clinton  signing  1996  bill  to  "end 
welfare  as  we  know  it." 

mothers  by  reducing  their  monthly  wel- 
fare checks  by  $100.  Battered  women 
who  flee  their  husbands  for  fear  of  their 
lives  are  encouraged  to  try  marriage 
counseling  from  Christian  groups  like 
"Marriage  Savers." 

New  laws  codify  mandatory  maternal 
cooperation  in  paternity  suits.  So  even  if 
the  biological  father  was  abusive  or  pen- 
niless, or  if  the  mother  simply  wants  him 
out  of  her  life,  she  still  is  coerced  into 
pursuing  him.  In  many  states,  additional 
assistance  is  denied  to  children  born  after 
a woman  starts  receiving  welfare.  This 
particularly  vindictive  regulation  retreads 
the  old  vicious,  racist  stereotype  of  black 
women  who  supposedly  need  an  incen- 
tive to  “control  their  sexuality”  or,  con- 
versely, are  so  calculating  that  they  plan 
to  have  additional  children  so  they  can  get 
the  extra  big  $32  a month.  And  no  bene- 
fits come  without  strings.  In  a policy  dis- 
guised as  extending  medical  coverage  to 
pregnant  women,  the  Bush  administration 
has  proposed  a redefinition  of  fetuses  as 
“unborn  children.”  part  of  their  ongoing 
anti-woman  crusade  to  overthrow  the 
legal  right  to  abortion. 

Going  along  with  the  elimination  of 
AFDC  is  an  all-out  attack  on  historic 
stale-financed  social  services,  for  exam- 
ple, turning  over  Medicaid  and  Medicare 
to  private  insurance  vultures.  Another 
proposal  is  to  raise  Medicare  eligibility  to 
age  67,  which  would  mean,  according  to 
the  latest  statistics,  that  most  black  men 
would  be  dead  before  they  qualified. 
There's  back  and  forth  among  the  buz- 
zards in  Congress  regarding  the  best  lime 
to  auction  off  Social  Security  on  Wall 
Street,  but  it’s  a tough  sell.  It’s  difficult  to 
convince  people  of  the  magical  long-term 
viability  of  the  capitalist  marketplace 
while  the  slock  market  is  going  down  the 
lubes  and  you  are  reading  every  day  how 
the  insatiably  greedy  Enron  executives 
lied  and  fleeced  their  employees  and 
shareholders. 


The  current  situation  recalls  the  first 
forms  of  "workfare”  in  the  epoch  of  the 
rise  of  capitalism.  The  English  Poor  Laws 
of  1834  included  the  first  test  of  what 
makes  up  the  "truly  deserving  poor.”  If 
you  were  willing  to  assign  yourself  and 
your  family  to  a workhou.se  and  be  com- 
pelled to  perform  mindless,  repetitive 
labor  such  as  running  treadmills,  crush- 
ing bones  for  fertilizer  or  breaking  stones, 
then  the  work  ethic  of  the  poor  could  be 
preserved.  Subjecting  the  poor  to  degrada- 
tion as  a condition  of  receiving  assistance 
was  meant  as  a club  for  others  to  labor  for 
the  meanest  wages.  The  same  assump- 
tions underlie  "workfare”  today.  But  the 
reality  today  is  even  more  brutal,  in  that 
if  you  exceed  your  lifetime  limit,  you 
won’t  even  get  bench  space  at  the  work- 
house.  You  will  receive  nothing.  Period. 

A Revolutionary  Perspective 

The  social  service  programs  that  have 
existed  in  the  U.S.  have  never  been 
bestowed  from  above  by  a benevolent 
Slate  but  have  always  been  grudgingly 
enacted  as  the  result  of  mass  social  strug- 
gle. Reformists  peddle  the  tattered  civics 
lesson  that  the  capitalist  state  is  a neutral 
arbiter,  that  the  ruling  class  can  be  pres- 
sured to  shift  its  priorities.  Bourgeois 
feminists  and  liberal  academics  write 
reams  of  analysis  on  poverty  and  public 
welfare  which  invariably  end  up  with  the 
feeble  plea  for  a "socially  conscious  pub- 
lic policy.” 

A comrade  and  I went  to  an  event  at 
the  International  Action  Center  a few 
months  ago  where  Workers  World  Party 
leader  Larry  Holmes  called  on  the  capi- 
talist government  to  declare  a "moraior- 


Election  rally  of  freed  black  slaves 
period  in  U.S.  history. 

ium  on  welfare  reform,  layoffs,  evic- 
tions, utility  cutoffs,  etc.”  Who  will  call 
such  a moratorium?  And  since  it’s  just  a 
"moratorium,"  until  when  and  why?  He 
also  raised  the  following  proposal;  taxing 
stockbroker  transactions  and  turning  the 
money  over  to  the  poor!  We  counter- 
posed  to  these  reformist  soap  bubbles  the 
urgent  need  to  fight  for  a revolutionary 
workers  parly  independent  from  the  capi- 
talists that  will  fight  for  jobs  for  all  and 
for  socialist  revolution  to  expropriate  the 
bourgeoisie. 

The  social-democratic  International 
Socialist  Organization  (ISO)  has  an  arti- 
cle in  Socialist  Worker  ( 1 February)  titled 
"Why  Won't  the  Democrats  Fight?”  After 
saying  some  standard  things  about  how 
the  Democrats  defend  capitalism,  they 
conclude  by  saying:  "Working  people 
can’t  wait  for  the  Democrats  to  wake  up. 
We  must  organize  to  demand  health 
care,  the  right  to  join  unions  and  money 
for  education.  Thai’s  the  only  way  the 
working-class  majority  will  make  its 
voice  heard.”  So  if  we  just  protest  loud 
enough  we  would  wake  up  the  Democrats 
who  are  taking  too  long  and  we  could 
hurry  them  along  to  fight! 

Workers  World  and  the  ISO  appeal  to 
the  conscience  of  the  ruling  class.  But 
this  system  is  a dictatorship  of  the  capi- 
talists. Karl  Marx  and  Friedrich  Engels 


explained  that  the  capitalist  slate  is  fun. 
damentally  an  executive  committee  for 
managing  the  common  affairs  of  the  ru|. 
ing  class.  The  state  is  at  its  core  com- 
posed of  the  courts,  prisons,  police  and 
army.  This  stale  maintains  a near  monop. 
oly  of  violence  to  defend  its  class  rule. 
Only  the  working  class  under  revolution- 
ary leadership  has  the  consistent  class 
interests  and  social  power  to  overthrow 
the  capitalist  system.  The  ISO  and  Work- 
ers  World  build  illusions  in  the  reform- 
ability  of  capitalism  and  are  obstacles  to 
independent  working-class  action. 

The  Civil  War.  the  rise  of  the  CIO 
industrial  unions  in  the  1930s  and  the 
civil  rights  movement  of  the  1950s-60s 
were  three  conjunctures  in  American  his- 
lory  when,  in  different  ways,  convulsive 
social  struggles  resulted  in  advancements 
for  the  working  class  as  a whole,  includ- 
ing expansions  of  social  welfare.  The 
struggle  for  black  liberation  was  either  at 
the  center  of  each  upheaval  or  played  a 
significant  role.  These  class  battles  pow- 
erfully illustrate  that  the  working  class 
cannot  go  forward  without  champion- 
ing the  struggles  of  all  the  specially 
oppressed — women,  blacks,  immigrants 
and  other  minorities.  They  also  demon- 
strate that  no  social  gains  can  be  perma- 
nent or  complete  unless  working-class 
socialist  revolution  smashes  the  capitalist 
system. 

The  Gains  of 
Radical  Reconstruction 

First  let  me  talk  about  Radical  Recon- 
struction, a period  of  limited  but  real 
gains  for  black  people  and  poor  whites. 
Social  welfare  programs  came  directly 
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during  Reconstruction,  most  democratic 


out  of  the  revolutionary  struggle  of  the 
American  Civil  War.  The  Civil  War  was 
the  second  American  Revolution — a 
social  revolution  in  the  South  which 
smashed  chattel  slavery,  i.e..  private 
property  in  human  flesh.  Established  in 
1865,  the  Freedman’s  Bureau  was  the 
first  federal  welfare  agency  in  American 
history.  The  Bureau  had  to  feed,  house 
and  clothe  thousands  of  newly  freed 
slaves  and  ensure  that  they  were  not  re- 
enslaved  by  the  landowners. 

The  expropriation  of  the  slaveowners 
laid  the  basis  for  a broad  range  of  pro- 
gressive social  measures.  Across  the 
South,  relief  was  extended  to  poor  labor- 
ers. The  Republican  Reconstruction  state 
governments  built  hospitals  and  asylums 
for  orphans  and  the  mentally  ill.  Law's 
were  passed  protecting  minors  from 
parental  abuse  and  holding  white  fathers 
responsible  for  support  of  their  mulatto 
children.  South  Carolina  funded  medical 
care  for  the  poor  and  Alabama  provided 
free  legal  counsel  for  indigent  defen- 
dants. In  South  Carolina,  a law'  was 
passed  declaring  that  the  properly  of  a 
married  woman  could  not  be  sold  to  pay 
her  husband’s  debts.  For  the  first  time, 
the  state  had  divorce  laws. 

One  of  the  greatest  gains  of  Radical 
Reconstruction  was  the  establishment  of 
the  free  compulsory  public  school  sys* 
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icm  for  blacks  and  whites,  against  the 
Inndowners’  opposition.  The  South  had 
virtually  no  schools,  since  the  plantation 
economy  had  no  need  for  educating  poor 
whites;  and.  in  regard  to  slaves,  it  was  a 
crime  to  teach  reading.  Under  the  rule  of 
ihe  Union  Army,  virtually  every  South- 
ern state  legislature — which  included 
black  members,  many  of  whom  served  in 
the  Union  Army — passed  laws  to  build 
and  fund  schools,  The  education  .system 
in  reality  only  touched  a fraction  of  the 
population,  but  the  principle  of  public 
education  was  made  part  of  the  new 
Reconstruction  constitutions  of  every 
Southern  state.  It  is  an  indictment  of  this 
decaying  capitalist  system  that  this  his- 
toric achievement  of  free  public  educa- 
tion is  being  undermined  through  school 
vouchers  and  privatization  schemes,  and 
that  school  busing  to  achieve  racial  inte- 
gration has  been  long  abandoned. 

The  Compromise  of  1877  withdrew 
the  troops  from  the  South  and  marked 
the  betrayal  by  the  Northern  capitalists 
of  the  struggle  for  black  freedom.  This 
was  a political  counterrevolution  in 
which  black  people  were  left  defenseless 
against  the  ex-slaveholders  and  Ku  Klux 
Klan  terror  and  lynchings.  Over  the  fol- 
lowing decades,  Jim  Crow  laws  buried 
the  possibilities  of  Radical  Reconstruc- 
tion. Blacks  were  disenfranchised  as  vir- 
tual serfs,  toiling  as  sharecroppers  and 
rural  laborers  under  the  boot  of  white 
landowners.  The  “separate  but  equal” 
Plessy  V.  Ferguson  ruling  of  1896,  which 
legitimized  segregation  in  railroad  cars, 
symbolized  the  end  of  racial  integration, 
including  in  schooling. 

The  19th  century  "cull  of  domestic- 
ity,” which  extolled  the  virtues  of  women 
in  the  home,  did  not  extend  to  black 
women  who  labored  in  the  fields  and 
homes  of  whites.  Black  women  as  well 
as  men  were  cut  off  relief  during  cotton- 
picking  season  and  always  faced  more 
restrictions  to  get  on  relief.  The  black 
unemployed  were  awarded  less  money 
than  whites,  with  the  argument  that  black 
people  needed  less  to  live  on.  The  real 
reason  was  to  give  them  so  little  that 
they  would  be  driven  back  into  back- 
breaking, low-paying  farm  work.  In  the 
Jim  Crow  South,  black  women’s  clubs 
organized  the  construction  of  the  only 
clinics,  hospitals  and  nurses'  training 
programs  for  black  people. 

For  decades,  minimal  public  funds 
were  expended  on  education  and  welfare 
for  black  people.  By  the  beginning  of  the 
20ih  century.  “Progressive  Era”  reforms 
brought  some  public  health  and  relief 
programs,  but  private  philanthropy  and 
mutual  benefit  societies  were  often  the 
only  recourse  for  the  black  population. 
The  bourgeoisie  always  resists  spending 
money  on  a population  that  it  considers 
surplus.  On  the  other  hand,  in  1889  steel 
magnate  Andrew  Carnegie  gave  a class- 
conscious explanation  of  the  importance 
of  dispensing  social  welfare:  "The  prob- 
lem of  our  age  is  the  proper  administra- 
tion of  wealth,  that  the  ties  of  brother- 
hood may  still  bind  together  the  rich  and 
poor  in  harmonious  relationship.”  This  is 
the  same  Carnegie  who  dispatched  Pin- 
kerton agents  to  shoot  and  kill  seven 
steel  workers  in  the  fiercely  fought  1892 
Homestead  strike.  John  Reed,  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  American  Communist 
Parly  and  author  of  Ten  Days  That  Shook 
the  World,  a great  eyewitness  report  of 
the  1917  Bolshevik  Revolution,  referred 
to  lurn-of-the-century  philanthropies  as 
"deadening  and  life-sapping”  agencies 
whose  object  “is  to  get  efficient  results — 
and  that  means,  in  practice,  to  Just  keep 
alive  vast  numbers  of  servile,  broken- 
spirited  people.” 

The  Class  Struggle  and 
the  1930s  New  Deal 

The  next  period  I want  to  talk  about  is 
the  1930s.  Certainly  no  period  has  been 
more  mythologized  as  an  era  of  benevo- 
lent "humane"  capitalism  as  the  1930s 
and  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt’s  "New  Deal.” 
This  was  a period  of  massive  social  strug- 
gle in  reaction  to  the  Great  Depression  as 
well  as  a broad  radicalization  in  response 
to  the  rise  of  fascism  in  Germany. 


Particularly  with  the  onset  of  World 
War  I.  thousands  of  black  sharecroppers 
were  recruited  to  work  in  industry  in 
Northern  cities.  But  the  racist,  anti- 
immigrant AFL  craft  union  leaders  kept 
a job-trusting  hold  over  the  belter  jobs. 
After  the  1929  stock  market  crash,  some 
13  to  15  million  workers  lost  their  jobs. 
By  1933,  unemployment  among  black 
people  was  double  the  national  average, 
and  two  million  were  on  relief  programs. 

Central  to  the  class  battles  that  ensued 
was  the  struggle  for  mass  industrial 
unions — those  including  all  the  workers 
of  a particular  industry — that  culminated 
in  the  formation  of  the  Congress  of  In- 
dustrial Unions.  The  struggles  to  forge 
the  CIO  unions  were  often  led  by  Com- 
munists and  socialists.  Black  workers 
became  part  of  powerful,  integrated  mass 
organizations.  You  could  not  organize 
unions  without  organizing  blacks  and 
whites  together.  When  racist  white  work- 
ers protested  bringing  blacks  into  pro- 
duction jobs,  unions  like  the  United  Auto 
Workers  (UAW)  came  in  and  forced 
them  to  accept  their  black  brothers  and 
sisters.  These  unions  were  forged  through 
militant  class  struggle — such  as  sit-down 
strikes  and  mass  pickets  in  auto,  rubber, 
steel,  coal,  the  docks  and  other  strategic 
sectors  of  the  economy — that  challenged 
American  capitalism. 

In  1934.  major  class  battles  like  the 
San  Francisco  General  Strike  and  the 
Toledo  Auto-Lite  strike  helped  to  lay  the 
basis  for  the  later  formation  of  the  CIO. 
The  high  point  of  working-class  political 
consciousness  was  the  1934  Minneapolis 
General  Strike  led  by  the  Trotskyist  Com- 
munist League  of  America,  It  is  signifi- 
cant that  in  the  midst  of  a bitter  struggle 
for  union  recognition,  the  revolutionary 
Trotskyist  leadership  of  that  cilywide 
strike  also  administered  social  services 
that  had  been  cut  off  by  the  vindictive 
bosses.  They  solicited  food  from  sympa- 
thetic grocers  and  farmers  for  needy  strik- 
ing families  and  organized  an  emergency 
hospital  with  transportation.  They  fought 
for  public  relief  for  union  members,  as 
well  as  for  the  unemployed,  and  repre- 
sented them  against  their  landlords.  The 
working  class  demonstrated  that  it  could 
run  things  on  its  own. 

In  this  climate  of  rising  working-class 
discontent  and  militant  struggle,  social 
legislation  was  hastily  put  forward  to 
derail  the  growing  class  consciousness  of 


Newark  ghetto  upheaval,  1967.  “War  on  Poverty  " programs  sought  to  quell 
inner-city  explosions. 


“guilty”  category.  As  more  black  women 
entered  the  welfare  rolls,  the  whole  idea 
of  relief  for  mothers  changed  from  assis- 
tance to  enable  them  to  stay  at  home  with 
their  children  to  a way  to  police  and 
humiliate  black  women  who  had  suppos- 
edly chosen  poverty. 

Social  Security  was  universal  in  name 
only.  Domestic  workers  and  agricul- 
tural workers,  both  disproportionately 
black,  were  excluded  from  the  Social 
Security  Act.  Agricultural  workers  were 
left  out  explicitly  because  Roosevelt 
knew  he  would  never  get  Southern  sup- 
port if  any  benefits  ended  up  in  the 
hands  of  black  sharecroppers.  Only  just 
over  half  of  all  employed  workers  were 
eligible.  About  two-thirds  of  the  labor 
force  was  excluded  from  unemployment 
compensation. 

In  the  late  ’30s.  with  the  support  of  the 
reformist  Communist  Party  (CP).  Roose- 
velt’s New  Deal  coalition  tied  organized 
labor  not  only  to  its  Northern  liberal  class 
enemies  but  also  to  the  Southern  Dixie- 
crais,  to  whom  Roosevelt  gave  free  rein 
to  wage  racist  terror  against  black  people 
and  labor.  That  the  majority  of  the  black 
population  looks  to  this  day  to  the  Dem- 
ocratic Party,  the  historic  party  of  slavery, 
as  the  “lesser  evil”  is  a legacy  of  the 
treachery  of  the  CP  of  the  1930s. 

The  Civil  Rights  Movement 
and  the  “War  on  Poverty” 

Attitudes  toward  social  welfare  during 
the  post-World  War  II  period  were  shaped 
by  the  bourgeois  ideology  of  the  "Ameri- 
can Century”:  capitalist  prosperity  and 
growth  would  conquer  all  remaining  pov- 
erty. and  any  expansion  of  social  pro- 
grams provided  by  the  stale  was  un- 
American  and  subversive.  But  beginning 
with  the  1955  Montgomery  bus  boycotts, 
the  society  was  shaken  by  the  fight  for 
black  equality  and  democratic  rights,  a 
struggle  which  for  over  a decade  domi- 
nated American  political  life.  The  civil 
rights  movement  was  an  eruption  of  black 
struggle  against  a century  of  Jim  Crow. 
Protests  ranged  from  the  lunch  counter 
sit-ins  to  "freedom  rides.”  wildcat  strikes, 
marches,  rallies  and  massive  ghetto  upris- 
ings. The  civil  rights  movement  shattered 
the  anti-Communist  atmosphere  of  the 
’50s,  which  we  should  keep  in  mind 
today  as  we  face  increasing  repression. 

The  social  legislation  known  as  the 
"War  on  Poverty”  and  “Great  Society” 
was  passed  because  the  ruling  class  saw 
the  urban  centers  go  up  in  flames,  as 
black  youth  saw  that  they  had  no  future 
in  capitalist  America.  These  youth  saw 
the  legalistic  pacifist  strategy  of  the  civil 
rights  leadership  hit  a stone  wall  when  it 
came  up  against  the  deeply  rooted  pov- 
erty and  racist  repression  of  the  Northern 
ghettos.  In  an  attempt  to  defuse  social 
struggle  and  quell  the  ghetto  explosions 
spreading  across  the  country,  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  administration  of  Lyndon  B. 
Johnson  began  putting  token  amounts  of 
money  into  the  cities,  where  95  percent 
of  Northern  black  people  lived.  Between 
1964  and  1972,  the  federal  government 
continued  on  page  10 


the  masses.  Roosevelt  launched  a whole 
series  of  programs.  Many  were  meant  to 
be  temporary,  although  many  lasted  until 
the  mobilization  for  World  War  II 
revived  the  economy.  Others,  like  Social 
Security  and  unemployment  compensa- 
tion, continue  to  exist  today. 

The  1935  Social  Security  Act  was  an 
unprecedented  national  social  insurance 
program  that  originally  had  sections  to 
benefit  the  aged,  unemployed  and  single 
mothers.  Nevertheless,  the  public  assis- 
tance programs  for  poor  women  were 
uniquely  punitive  and  inadequately 
funded  as  compared  to  the  old-age  and 
unemployment  insurance  mandated  by 
the  same  act.  Pensions  and  unemploy- 
ment benefits  were  labeled  "insurance." 
conveying  the  notion  that  they  were  a 
guaranteed  entitlement.  Poor  mothers  got 
"aid”  that  was  discretionary  and  stigma- 
tized— not  an  automatic,  socially  accept- 
able form  of  support  but  a payment  for 
which  the  recipient  must  prove  "worthy.” 

A 1939  amendment  created  a special 
category  of  guaranteed  insurance  for  so- 
called  "blameless”  widows — those  whose 
poverty  was  due  to  their  husbands’  deaths 
and  not  something  that  supposedly  they 
could  control.  Aid  to  white  women — the 
majority  of  this  category — was  not  stig- 
matized. The  vast  majority  of  impover- 
ished black  women  were  left  in  the 
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Bipartisan  "family 
values”  attacks  on  right 
to  abortion  hit  poor 
women  hardest.  For 
free  abortion  on 
demand! 


Welfare... 

(continued  from  page  9) 

set  up  a myriad  of  agencies  and  social 
programs,  among  them  Medicare  and 
Medicaid,  food  stamps.  Head  Start  school 
programs,  job  training  and  legal  aid.  At 
the  same  time,  mass  protests  erupted 
against  the  long,  bloody  and  losing  impe- 
rialist war  waged  by  U.S.  imperiali.sm 
against  the  Vietnamese  people. 

Johnson's  "War  on  Poverty"  programs 
were  effective  in  co-opting  a new  genera- 
tion of  black  radicals  into  the  lower  lev- 
els of  government  bureaucracy.  Some 
became  part  of  the  Democratic  Party, 
like  Marion  Barry  of  the  Student  Non- 
violent Coordinating  Committee,  who 
became  mayor  of  Wa.shington,  D.C.  and 
served  his  masters  by  administering  cut- 
backs and  layoffs.  Installed  to  cool  off 
the  ghettos,  the  black  Democratic  may- 
ors of  the  major  urban  centers  were  key 
to  the  dismantling  of  social  welfare  pro- 
grams throughout  the  '80s  and  '90s. 
They  are  the  black  front  men  for  murder- 
ous capitalist  rule. 

Many  militants  that  couldn’t  be  co- 
opted into  the  capitalist  state,  especially 
many  of  the  Black  Panthers,  were 
hounded  by  the  FBI  or  killed  outright  by 
the  police.  The  civil  rights  movement, 
lied  to  the  Democratic  Parly  and  to  capi- 
talism. did  not  and  could  not  alleviate 
black  oppression  in  any  fundamental 
way.  Black  oppression  is  the  bedrock  of 
American  capitalism.  This  decaying  sys- 
tem cannot  meet  the  promise  of  black 
freedom.  Poverty,  unemployment,  police 
brutality — none  of  this  can  be  ended  via 
a law  or  another  jobs  program. 

Some  former  black  activists  write  nos- 
talgically about  the  '60s  protests.  Rhonda 
Y.  Williams  writes  in  Black  Scholar 
(FallAVinier  2001)  about  impoverished 
East  Baltimore.  Welfare  recipients  battled 
for  increased  grants  for  rent,  food  and 
clothing  and  organized  rent  strikes.  She 
praises  “Black  Power"  politics  and  "Wo- 
men Empowerment"  on  a "familial  and 
community-wide  level.”  But  the  urban 
ghettos  like  East  Baltimore  in  every 
major  city  remained  hellholes  for  black 
people.  These  courageous  but  desperate 
struggles  could  not  have  any  lasting 
impact  without  being  linked  to  the  social 
power  of  the  organized  working  class, 

In  the  North,  there  were  large,  inte- 
grated unions  such  as  the  UAW  that  could 
have  wielded  their  power  to  ally  with  and 
lead  the  oppressed  against  the  common 
capitalist  enemy.  By  the  late  '60s  there 
were  a quarter  of  a million  black  auto 
workers  in  Detroit,  The  struggle  for  racial 
equality  meant  directly  confronting  the 
capitalist  class.  The  main  wing  of  the 
AFL-CIO  leadership  were  simply  stone 
racists  like  George  Meany.  On  the  other 
hand.  UAW  president  Walter  Reuther 
linked  arms  with  the  preachers  and  Dem- 
ocratic Party  politicians  in  pacifist  civil 
rights  marches  in  order  to  prevent  the 
mobilization  of  labor/black  union  power, 
which  would  have  meant  going  up  against 
the  Democratic  Party  and  would  have 
swept  away  Reuther  and  the  rest  of  the 
pro-capitalist  labor  bureaucracy. 

Welfare  started  to  come  seriously 
under  attack  in  the  1970s  with  the  slow- 
ing of  economic  expansion,  the  de-indus- 
trialization of  America  and  the  increasing 
exploitation  of  foreign  labor.  Both  real 
wages  and  welfare  benefits  have  been 
declining  since  the  '70s.  Capitalist  politi- 
cians worked  overtime  to  convince  white 
workers  that  any  gains  by  black  people 
were  at  their  expense.  To  lay  the  basis 
ideologically  for  axing  welfare  and  social 
programs  in  general,  civil  rights  gains, 
like  the  limited  affirmative  action  pro- 
grams, were  labeled  "reverse  discrimina- 
tion." Abortion  rights  for  women  and 
anti-discrimination  laws  for  gays  were 
called  threats  to  “family  values.” 

In  the  mid  '70s,  those  who  used  to  be 
vilified  as  “welfare  cheats”  and  "chisel- 
ers"  were  now  called  "welfare  queens." 
Black  women  who  sought  rights  were 
described  as  out  of  control,  grasping 
more  than  they  deserve — the  opposite  of 
the  self-sacrificing  house  slaves  they 
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were  supposed  to  be.  The  1977  passage  of 
the  Hyde  Amendment  under  Democrat 
Jimmy  Carter,  which  denied  Medicaid 
funds  for  abortions,  was  a watershed  that 
opened  up  a stampeding  reversal  of  social 
gains  that  had  been  won  since  the  '30s. 

Bourgeois  social  scientists  came  up 
with  new  jargon  for  old  theories  blaming 
the  poor  for  their  poverty,  inventing  a 
"culture  of  poverty”  with  defective  values 
and  deviant  behavior.  Daniel  Patrick 
Moynihan.  then  an  official  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labor,  ranted  in  his  1965  book 
The  Negro  Family:  The  Case  for  National 
Action  about  the  instability  of  "black 
female-headed  households”  and  their 
“tangle  of  pathology."  Moynihan  was  cer- 
tainly not  the  first  of  his  school,  but  he 
became  the  grandfather  of  a new  wave  of 
bourgeois  apologists  who  used  such  rhet- 
oric as  that  the  U.S.  had  conquered  mate- 
rial poverty  but  not  "behavioral  poverty.” 
Today  capitalist  politicians  say  that  "we 
are  reaping  the  grim  harvest  of  the  '60s 
'Great  Society'  programs,”  that  social  ser- 
vices expanded  at  that  time  are  the  cause 
of  inner-city  poverty,  the  “breakdown  of 
the  family  structure.”  the  "cycle  of  depen- 
dency.” The  victims  are  blamed  for  their 
own  oppression. 

In  the  1980s,  Jesse  Jackson  performed 
a valuable  service  for  the  racist  oppres- 
sors by  joining  the  bourgeois  moralis- 
tic campaign  decrying  "babies  having 
babies”  and  chanting  "hope  not  dope." 
Cornel  West  picks  up  Jackson’s  theme, 
writing  about  "nihilistic”  black  youth 
and  "spiritual  impoverishment.”  He  calls 
for  a revival  of  the  church  that  comforted 
blacks  through  slavery!  Religion  is  an 
escape,  and  it  is  used  by  the  ruling  class 
to  pacify  the  oppressed  and  distract  them 
from  fighting  now  for  what  they  need. 

- In  1994,  Charles  Murray,  a Reaganite 
advocate  of  welfare  reform,  rendered  the 
racist  pseudo-science  justifying  the  elim- 
ination of  welfare  most  clearly  in  his 
book  The  Bell  Curve,  which  claimed  that 
black  people  are  genetically  inferior  (see 
“The  'Bell  Curve'  and  Genocide  U.S.  A..” 
Black  History  and  the  Class  Struggle  No. 
12).  Murray  pul  forward  that  since  black 
people  are  genetically  inferior,  social  pro- 
grams are  pointless.  This  racist  garbage  is 
not  new.  It  is  in  the  American  tradition  of 
the  vulgar  Social  Darwinism  of  the  late 
I9lh  century,  which  preached  "the  survi- 
val of  the  fittest"  and  rationalized  racist 
Jim  Crow  legislation. 

For  Workers  Revolution! 

We  oppose  the  destruction  of  welfare 
and  other  social  programs  benefiting  the 
working  class  and  the  poor.  But  our  pro- 
gram is  not  the  defense  of  the  miserable 
status  quo.  Welfare  at  best  relegates 
mothers  and  unskilled  laborers  to  poverty 
and  exclusion  from  social  production.  We 
fight  for  jobs  for  all,  for  union  jobs  at 
union  wages,  for  a shorter  workweek  with 
no  loss  in  pay  and  full  cost-of-living  esca- 
lators. for  union-run  minority  job  recruit- 


ment and  training,  for  organizing  the 
unorganized,  for  free  24-hour  childcare, 
and  for  free  abortion  on  demand  as  part  of 
free,  quality  health  care  for  all!  There’s 
plenty  of  work  to  be  done — For  a massive 
public  works  program!  The  capitalists  say 
they  can’t  do  it?  They  won't  do  it.  It’s 
not  in  their  class  interests.  A planned 
economy  under  a workers  government 
can  and  will. 

The  greatest  obstacle  to  victorious 
class  struggle  is  the  treacherous  labor 
bureaucracy  that  continues  to  shackle  the 
powerful,  integrated  working  class  to  its 
class  enemies.  These  labor  fakers  obe- 
diently march  in  lockstep  with  the  bosses 
and  crow  for  “national  unity”  as  jobs  are 


slashed.  Despite  the  savagery  of  the 
bipartisan  war  on  the  black  poor,  immi- 
grants and  the  rest  of  the  working  class, 
and  despite  the  increasfng  marginaliza- 
tion of  the  ghetto  masses,  black  workers 
are  a strategic  part  of  the  labor  move- 
ment and  will  be  a key  component  in  a 
revolutionary  workers  party. 

We  seek  to  build  a Leninist  vanguard 
party  that  fights  for  proletarian  revolu- 
tion. To  win.  this  party  must  be  a tribune 
of  the  people,  championing  the  struggles 
of  all  the  oppressed,  including  the  fight 
for  the  liberation  of  women.  For  women’s 
liberation  through  socialist  revolution! 
Only  a socialist  planned  economy  under 
a workers  government  can  lay  the  mate- 
rial basis  for  the  emancipation  of  women 
and  the  integration  of  black  people  into 
American  society  with  full  economic, 
social  and  political  equality.  We  look  to  a 
communist  society  where  women  will  be 
freed  from  the  isolation,  drudgery  and 
oppression  of  the  bourgeois  family.  Our 
program  is  the  Bolshevik  program  of  the 
October  1917  Russian  Revolution. 

Claude  McKay,  black  American  poejt 
and  early  supporter  of  the  Russian  Revo- 
lution. wrote  a report  in  1922  after  his 


trip  to  the  new  Soviet  workers  state 
where  he  attended  the  Fourth  Congress 
of  the  Communist  International.  He 
observed  the  great  leap  that  the  working 
masses  had  taken  in  seizing  state  power 
and  he  included  a story  that  showed  the 
international  solidarity  inspired  by  the 
communist  revolution.  Tsarist  Russia  had 
been  a prison  house  of  peoples,  and  the 
revolution  opened  up  the  possibility  for 
full  national  equality  as  well  as  equality 
for  women.  He  wrote: 

"The  women  workers  of  the  great  bank 
in  Moscow  insisted  on  hearing  about  the 
working  conditions  of  the  colored  wo- 
men of  America  and  after  a brief  outline  I 
was  asked  the  most  exacting  questions 
concerning  the  positions  that  were  most 
available  to  colored  women,  their  wages 
and  general  relationship  with  the  white 
women  workers.  The  details  1 could  not 
give;  but  when  I got  through,  the  Russian 
women  pas.scd  a resolution  sending 
greetings  to  the  colored  women  workers 
of  America,  exhorting  them  to  organize 
their  forces  and  send  a woman  represen- 
tative to  Russia.  I received  a similar  mes- 
sage from  the  Propaganda  Department  of 
the  Petrograd  Soviet  which  is  managed 
by  Nicoleva.  a very  energetic  woman  " 
The  Russian  Revolution  opened  the 
road  to  women’s  emancipation  for  the 
first  time  in  history.  The  Bolshevik  Party 
set  as  one  of  its  primary  tasks  to  remove 
all  obstacles  to  raising  women’s  material 
conditions — they  immediately  took  steps 
to  open  private  hospitals  to  all,  provide 
childcare,  public  laundries,  kitchens  and 
literacy  programs,  to  break  the  hold  of  the 
church  over  marriage  and  divorce,  to 
legalize  abortion  and  abolish  the  concept 
of  illegitimacy.  In  an  isolated,  backward, 
predominantly  rural  country,  their  efforts 
could  only  hint  at  the  possibilities  for 
women  had  socialist  revolution  spread  to 
the  advanced  capitalist  countries. 

The  U.S.  ruling  class  has  been  hailing 
the  supposed  victory  of  the  capitalist 
market  ever  since  the  1991-92  counter- 
revolution in  the  Soviet  Union,  The 


bloody  imperialists,  nuclear  madmen, 
feel  free  to  bomb  and  starve  the  people 
of  Iraq,  carry  out  mass  murder  and  terror 
in  Afghanistan  and  threaten  large  parts  of 
the  rest  of  the  world.  War.  economic  cri- 
ses and  poverty  are  inherent  in  rotting, 
decaying  capitalism. 

We  are  not  powerless  in  the  face  of  the 
capitalists'  class  war.  On  February  9 in 
Oakland,  California,  we  organized  a pow- 
erful united-front,  labor-centered  mobil- 
ization— initiated  by  the  Bay  Area  Labor 
Black  League  for  Social  Defense  and  the 
Partisan  Defense  Committee — to  defend 
our  immigrant  brothers  and  sisters  tar- 
geted by  the  U.S.  rulers’  "war  on  terror- 
ism.” At  the  core  of  this  demonstration 
were  longshoremen  from  the  heavily 
black  and  immigrant  International  Long- 
shore and  Warehouse  Union,  who  joined 
with  transit  and  utility  workers  and  other 
unionists  as  well  as  immigrant  rights  acti- 
vists and  youth.  This  exemplary  action 
shows  the  way  forward.  Under  revolu- 
tionary leadership,  the  working  class  as  a 
whole  can  be  made  conscious  of  i|^ 
potential  social  power  when  it  is  mobi- 
lized in  its  own  defense  and  in  champio'^' 
ing  the  rights  of  the  oppressed.  Join  us!* 
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Spartacist  contingent  at  March  1994  Bay  Area  demonstration  honoring 
Dr.  David  Gunn,  murdered  by  anti-abortion  fanatics. 


the  Charges 


Mass  Arrests  of 
South  African  Protesters 


We  prim  below  a 15  April  leaflet  issued 
by  our  comrades  of  Spartacist  South 
Africa  demanding  freedom  for  some  40 
demonstrators  arrested  and  held  without 
charges  in  Johannesburg.  The  arrests  took 
place  during  an  April  6 protest  denounc- 
ing the  government’s  cutoff  of  electricity 
services  in  the  townships,  which  has  left 
thousands  of  households  without  this 
basic  necessity.  Statements  in  support  of 
the  detained  protesters  have  come  in 
from  Mauritius  and  as  far  away  as  South 
Korea  and  England.  Nearly  800  people 
cheered  on  the  detainees  as  they  were 
finally  released  from  prison  on  April  16. 
They  are  scheduled  to  appear  in  court  on 
May  10. 

The  government’s  electricity  cutoffs 
are  part  of  a whole  range  of  attacks 
against  South  Africa’s  militant  working 
class  and  poor,  including  widespread  pri- 
vatizations. The  government  seeks  to 
recoup  revenue  lost  in  the  1 980s  and  early 
’90s.  when  the  African  National  Congress 
(ANC)  called  on  township  residents  to 
boycott  payments  of  electricity  and  other 
services  as  part  of  the  struggle  against 
the  racist  apartheid  regime.  When  the 
ANC  took  power  in  1994.  it  promised  to 
cancel  these  “debts.”  But  as  Spartacist 
South  Africa  No.  2 (Summer  2002)  noted; 
“In  the  ‘new’  South  Africa,  yesterday’s 
heroes  of  the  oppressed  during  township 
anti-apartheid  revolts  are  today’s  rent 
collectors  for  the  white  bourgeoisie,  sign- 
ing letters  of  termination  of  electricity 
and  other  services  as  administrators  in 
the  newfound  South  African  ‘nonraciaP 
capitalism." 

Nearly  a decade  after  the  end  of  naked 
apartheid  rule,  the  black  masses  still  suf- 
fer mass  Impoverishment.  South  Africa  is 
ruled  by  a neo-apartheid  regime — a Tri- 
partite Alliance  led  by  the  ANC  and 
including  the  thoroughly  reformist  South 
African  Communist  Party  (SACP)  and 
the  COSATU  union  federation — which 
lords  it  over  the  South  African  masses  on 
behalf  of  the  white  bourgeoisie.  Many  of 
those  who  cheered  the  release  of  the 
detainees  were  burning  their  ANC  mem- 
bership cards.  But  even  as  they  face 
repression  at  the  hands  of  the  ANC-led 
nationalist  popular  front,  many  of  the 
groups  involved  in  the  protests  against 
government  austerity,  such  as  the  Anti- 
Privatisation  Forum  (APF)  and  Keep  Left!, 
which  is  associated  with  the  British  So- 
cialist Workers  Party,  promote  the  illusion 
that  the  ANC  can  be  pressured  to  support 
the  interests  of  the  working  people  and 
oppressed.  During  the  1994  and  ’99 
national  elections.  Keep  Left!  and  its  pred- 
ecessor (the  International  Socialists  of 
South  Africa)  supported  the  ANC. 

We  fight  for  the  political  indepen- 


dence of  the  working  class  from  all  bour- 
geois parties,  including  the  ANC.  What 
is  necessary  is  the  building  of  a revolu- 
tionary workers  party  that  champions  the 
cause  of  all  the  oppressed,  mobilizing 
the  working  class  in  struggle  against  its 
capitalist  exploiters.  As  our  comrades 
explained  in  Spartacist  South  Africa: 
'Those,  like  APF.  who  preach  reliance 
on  the  ’goodwill'  of  the  ANC  bourgeois 
nationalists  are  pulling  wool  over  the 
faces  of  the  masses.  The  working  class  is 
the  only  motive  force  for  effective  strug- 
gle against  superexploitation  and  oppres- 


sion under  capitalism.  The  emancipation 
of  the  working  class  is  the  act  of  the 
working  class  itself.  Those  who  labor 
must  rule!" 

* » ♦ 

Spartacist  South  Africa  calls  for  the 
immediate  release  of  the  remaining  40 
activists  arrested  with  several  others  dur- 
ing a protest  at  the  Johannesburg  mayor’s 
house  on  April  6.  At  the  demonstration, 
the  mayor’s  armed  security  guard  fired 
live  ammunition  into  the  crowd  of  demon- 
strators, injuring  three  and  provoking 
chaos.  The  continued  jailing  of  these  acti- 
vists under  the  pretext  of  verifying  resi- 
dential addresses  is  nothing  but  detention 
without  trial.  It  is  the  duty  of  all  leftists, 
union  militants  and  revolutionary  youth 
to  defend  these  protesters  against  harass- 
ment and  victimization  by  the  bourgeois 
state.  Free  all  detainees!  Drop  all  the 
charges! 

A few  days  after  bail  was  denied  to  40- 
odd  protesters,  the  ANC  Gauteng  provin- 
cial office  issued  a shameful  statement 
in  the  name  of  the  ANC-led  Alliance.  It 


read  in  part;  “The  ANC,  SACP,  COSATU 
and  SANCO  [ANC-led  civic  organiza- 
tion] in  Gauteng  wish  to  condemn,  with 
the  strongest  terms,  vandal  attack  on  the 
house  of  Johannesburg  Executive  May- 
or. Amos  Masondo.”  The  statement  de- 
nounces "the  lunatic  ultra-leftist  fringe” 
and  sermonizes  on  how  grievances  must 
be  kept  “within  the  confines  of  the  law.” 
The  detainees  are  in  jail  as  an  ominous 
warning  that  critics  of  the  capitalist  ANC 
regime  will  face  heavy  repression.  Hands 
off  the  protesters! 


Many  of  the  political  prisoners  are 
working-class  militants  and  activists  in 
Keep  Left!,  the  Anti-Privatisation  Forum 
and  Soweto  Electricity  Crisis  Committee 
who  fight  against  electricity  cut-offs  and 
the  denial  of  services  to  the  poor  and 
elderly.  Amongst  those  arrested  were 
expelled  ANC  councillor  Trevor  Ngwane 
and  SAMWU  (municipal  workers  union] 
provincial  organiser  Rob  Rees,  who  was 
obscenely  denied  bail  because  the  court 
refused  his  union  work  address!  As 
SAMWU  noted  in  its  8 April  statement, 
“The  state  is  returning  to  apartheid  prac- 
tices of  holding  people  in  prison  for  little 
or  no  reason.”  The  gaoling  of  demonstra- 


tors under  extremely  onerous  conditions 
is  brutal  proof  that  the  ANC  is  no  friend 
of  the  working  class  and  poor  and  will 
stop  at  nothing  to  protect  the  interests  of 
the  rich.  This  capitalist  government  jails 
protesters  as  part  of  its  iron-fisted  drive  to 
privatise  major  public  enterprises. 

Amidst  the  attacks  on  its  own  mem- 
bers. the  reformist  South  African  Com- 
munist Party  and  COSATU  bureaucracy 
continue  to  chain  the  working  class  to 
the  ANC  and  seek  to  isolate  leftists. 
Many  SAMWU  militants  want  to  do 
something  to  defend  the  activists.  The 
unions  certainly  have  the  power  to  do  so, 
as  witnessed  by  the  two-day  general 
strike  last  August.  The  labour  movement 
should  defend  those  militants  victimized 
for  struggling  against  the  government’s 
privatisation  drive  and  also  take  up  the 
fight  for  the  right  to  affordable,  quality 
housing  and  free  services. 

The  hired  security  thug  at  the  mayor’s 
home  was  backed  up  by  a gang  of  po- 
licemen who  rounded  up  protesters  on 
their  bus  as  they  were  leaving.  A member 
of  the  APF  who  went  to  arrange  legal 
assistance  for  those  arrested  was  subse- 
quently jailed,  even  though  she  wasn’t  at 
the  demonstration!  Yet  despite  the  brutal- 
ity routinely  aimed  at  striking  workers, 
anti-privatisation  activists,  immigrants 
and  others,  there  remain  illusions  in  the 
“democratic"  character  of  the  “new” 
South  Africa  among  some  on  the  left. 

Mayor  Amos  Masondo  is  an  apt  sym- 
bol of  the  ANC’s  anti-working  class  and 
anti-poor  policies.  But  he  is  not  alone. 
The  ANC  acts  as  black  front  men  for  the 
same  white  capitalist  class  behind  the 
apartheid  regime  that  murdered  black 
demonstrators  in  Sharpeville  in  I960,  in 
Soweto  in  1976  and  supported  counter- 
revolutionary bandits  like  UNITA  in 
Angola  and  RENAMO  in  Mozambique, 
to  mention  only  a few  of  its  crimes.  At 
the  same  time  protesters  demanding 
water  and  electricity  spend  lime  in  jail, 
the  bourgeois  courts  let  off  “Dr.  Death" 
— Wouter  Basson — for  his  diabolical 
deeds.  Apartheid  butcher  Magnus  Malan 
greeted  Basson  in  the  courthouse  cheer- 
ing his  freedom!  The  courts  and  cops  are 
not  neutral  but  enforce  the  dictatorship 
of  the  capitalist  class. 

Spartacist  South  Africa  opposes  any 
vote  or  political  support  to  the  ANC. 
which  presides  over  the  continued  immis- 
eration  of  the  black  and  toiling  masses. 
We  fight  for  the  political  independence  of 
the  working  class.  The  illusion  that  the 
ANC  can  be  pushed  to  the  left  by  mass 
pressure  is  the  obstacle  to  unchaining 
labour’s  power.  Defend  labour  militants, 
leftists  and  activists  against  the  attacks 
by  the  capitalist  state!  The  Gauteng  jail- 
ings  are  aimed  at  intimidating  all  fighters 
for  the  oppressed  and  anyone  who  defies 
the  ANC  government.  An  injury  to  one  is 
an  injury  to  all!  ■ 


SPARTACIST  LEAGUE/U.S. 


Local  Directory  and  Public  Offices 

Web  site:  www.icl-fi.org  • E-mail  address:  vanguaid@tiac.net 


National  Office 

Box  1377  GPO. 

New  York.  NY  10116 
(212)  732-7860 

Boston 

Box  390640,  Central  Sta. 
Cambridge.  MA02139 
(617)  666-9453 

Chicago 

Box  6441.  Main  PO 
Chicago.  IL  60680 
(312)  563-0441 
Public  Office: 

Sal.  2-5  p.m. 

222  S.  Morgan  (Buzzer  23) 


Los  Angeles 

Box  29574,  Los  Feliz  Sta. 

Los  Angeles,  CA  90029 
(213)  380-8239 
Public  Office; 

Sat.  2-5  p.m. 

3806  Beverly  Blvd..  Room  215 

New  York 

Box  3381.  Church  St.  Sta. 
New  York.  NY  10008 
(212)  267-1025 
Public  Office: 

Tues.  6:30-8:30  p.m. 
and  Sat.  1-5  p.m. 

299  Broadway.  Suite  318 


Oakland 

Box  29497 
Oakland.  CA  94604 
(510)  839-0851 
Public  Office: 

Sal.  1-5  p.m. 

1634  Telegraph.  3rd  Floor 

San  Francisco 

Box  77494 

San  Francisco,  CA  94107 
(415)  395-9520 
Public  Office: 

Tues.  6-8  p.m. 

564  Market  Street 
Suite  718 


TROTSKYIST  LEAGUE  OF  CANADA/LIGUE  TROTSKYSTE  DU  CANADA 


Toronto 

Box  7198,  Station  A 
Toronto.  ON  M5W  1X8 
(416)  593-4138 


Vancouver 

Box  2717.  Mam  PO. 
Vancouver,  BC  V60  3X2 
(604)  687-0353 


March  2001:  Soweto  residents  demonstrate  against  threatened  cutoff  of 
electricity.  Neo-apartheid  ANC  rule  has  meant  continued  privation  for  black 
masses. 


Spartacist 

SPARTACIST 

South  Africa 

South  African  Bourgeoisie  B?*s~ 

Newspaper  of  the  South  African  section 

US  War  on  Afghanistan 

of  the  international  Communist  League 

(Fourth  Internationalist) 

Issue  No.  2 $1  (24  pages) 

Subscription:  $4  for  4 issues 

Make  checks  payable/mall  to: 

Spartacist  Pub.  Co.,  Box  1377  GPO 
New  York.  NY  10116 

1 

3 MAY  2002 


11 


WOMfifS  ¥AMeVAIt9 


D Mtchaei  Ci  ders 


The  End  of  Welfare 

Race,  Sex,  Class 
and  the  Capitalist 
War  on  the  Poor 
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We  print  below  in  edited  form  a presen- 
tation by  Spartacist  League  speaker 
Karen  Cole  at  a forum  in  New  York  City 
on  April  6. 

For  several  years,  both  Republicans 
and  Democrats  have  been  making  trium- 
phant announcements  that  the  elimina- 
tion of  welfare  has  been  a big  “success.” 
After  all.  through  the  year  2000  the  sta- 
tistics showed  the  welfare  rolls  shrink- 
ing. State  governments  had  already  been 
scrambling  to  reroute  federal  money  ear- 
marked for  welfare,  anticipating  that 
they  would  no  longer  have  to  give  any- 
thing to  destitute  women  and  their  chil- 
dren. 2002  was  to  be  the  big  year:  the 
end  of  the  maximum.  5-year  lifetime 
“drop  deadline”  for  the  first  wave  of  wel- 
fare recipients.  With  a job  or  not,  you  get 
dumped  permanently. 

Bush  and  the  Democrats  have 
exploited  to  the  hilt  the  criminal  attack 
on  the  World  Trade  Center  to  ram 
through  sweeping  curtailments  of  demo- 
cratic rights  and  civil  liberties.  Now 
Bush  is  proposing  to  make  work  require- 
ments for  welfare  recipients  even  more 
onerous  since,  as  he  said,  “too  many 
Americans  still  have  not  found  work  and 
the  purpose  it  brings.”  The  rapacious  rul- 
ing class,  which  lives  off  the  profits 
extracted  from  the  labor  of  the  working 
class,  tells  the  masses  to  go  and  find 
ennoblement  in  grinding,  miserable  jobs. 
They  will  not  say  that  the  real  purpose  of 
working  for  slave  wages  is  to  keep  the 
capitalist  parasites  fat  and  rich.  And  what 
jobs  are  we  talking  about,  anyway?  In 


New  York  City  alone,  tens  of  thousands 
have  lost  their  jobs  even  as  the  bourgeoi- 
sie proclaims  that  the  recession  (which 
some  of  them  claimed  “never  happened 
at  all”)  is  now  “over.” 

By  the  end  of  2001.  as  the  country 
plunged  deeper  into  recession,  with  mas- 
sive layoffs,  not  surprisingly  welfare 
caseloads  had  risen  in  two-thirds  of  the 
states.  There  were  one  million  jobs  lost 
in  2001.  Predictions  are  for  1.6  million 
more  job  losses  in  2002.  hitting  workers 
in  the  lowest-paying  jobs  hardest.  At 
least  two  million  people  lost  their  medi- 
cal insurance  in  the  last  year.  Slave-labor 
“workfare.”  where  you  are  conscripted  to 
work  for  your  welfare  pittance,  was  pro- 
moted as  the  road  to  permanent  employ- 
ment. But  the  jobs  were  simply  punitive. 
The  program  took  people  out  of  educa- 
tional programs,  into  “jobs”  that  led 
nowhere,  trained  workers  for  nothing  and 
put  thousands  of  people  back  into 
despair  or  on  the  streets. 

Not  only  has  Aid  to  Families  with 
Dependent  Children  (AFDC) — cash 
assistance  to  mothers — been  given  a life- 
time cutoff,  but  food  stamps.  Medicaid 
and  housing  aid  have  been  going  through 
round  after  round  of  cutbacks.  And 
what’s  the  result  of  all  this?  Among 
industrialized  countries,  America  has  the 
distinction  of  being  the  only  one  where 
childhood  is  the  age  of  greatest  poverty. 
The  term  “welfare  reform”  is  a cruel 
joke.  "Reform”  is  supposed  to  mean 
“improvement,"  not  the  opposite.  In  this 
case,  “reform”  means  the  reversal  of 


social  benefits  that  have  existed  to  one 
degree  or  another  for  over  60  years.  A 
Connecticut  state  welfare  official  put  it 
this  way:  “We  have  to  remember  that  the 
goal  of  the  reform  program  was  not  to 
get  people  out  of  poverty,  but...  to  get  off 
welfare."  Capitalism  is  a ruthless  system 
of  production  for  profit,  and  it  will  take 
a socialist  revolution  to  sweep  it  away 
with  all  its  poverty  and  misery. 

In  1988,  we  wrote  in  Workers  Van- 
guard {No.  463.  21  October  1988)  about 
Reagan’s  earlier  shot  at  eliminating  wel- 
fare. “The  Family  Support  Act.”  This  leg- 
islation was  crafted  by  Democratic  Sena- 
tor Daniel  Patrick  Moynihan.  who  was 
already  infamous  for  saying  back  in  1965 
that  the  fate  of  the  ghetto  masses  should 
be  left  to  “benign  neglect.”  We  wrote: 
"Genocide  is  what  this  new  ‘workfare’  is 
all  about!.. This  is  not  welfare  reform, 
it’s  a plan  to  turn  the  ghettos  into  vast 
cemeteries — because  there  are  no  jobs  to 
get.  The  aim  of  this  legislation  is  to  see 
to  it  that  layers  of  the  minority  popula- 
tion die,  because  this  decrepit  capitalist 
system  no  longer  needs  them." 

Racist  Oppression  and 
the  Profit  System 

What  of  the  “welfare  to  work”  success 
stories?  Increasing  numbers  of  families 
with  a working  parent  are  showing  up  at 
homeless  shelters  and  food  pantries 
because  they  cannot  survive  on  their 
wages.  Seventy-five  percent  of  women 
off  welfare  for  two  years  are  still  living 
below  the  government’s  official  poverty 
“threshold.”  as  they  call  it.  The  longer 
women  are  off  welfare,  the  less  likely 
they  are  to  have  any  health  insurance. 
Those  who  have  found  work  discover  that 
the  work-associated  expenses  of  child- 
care. transportation  or  even  a telephone 
all  contribute  to  sinking  further  into 
poverty.  A large  percentage  of  those  who 
have  dropped  off  the  rolls  are  not  work- 
ing at  all — they  left  welfare  because  of 
increasing  restrictions.  For  example, 
women  convicted  of  drug-related  felonies 
can  gel  no  public  assistance  for  the  rest  of 
their  lives.  In  some  .states,  more  people 
left  the  rolls  due  to  sanctions  and  new 
regulations  than  due  to  finding  a job. 

In  1996,  Democratic  president  Clinton 
finally  succeeded  in  ripping  out  the  last 
planks  of  social  support  for  the  poor  by 
adding  a lifetime  limit  to  cash  assistance. 
Clinton  was  already  starving  to  death 
over  a million  Iraqis.  largely  children, 
by  means  of  the  U.S./UN  blockade.  The 
elimination  of  aid  to  dependent  chil- 
dren is  a domestic  reflection  of  the 
U.S.  imperialists’  murderous  role  around 


the  world.  Clinton’s  election  campaigns 
made  appeals  to  the  racist  Southern  and 
white  suburbanite  yuppie  vote,  the  so- 
called  Reagan  Democrats.  Now  in  retire- 
ment he  can  look  out  his  window  from 
his  Harlem  office  and  see  the  human 
wreckage  and  misery  he  has  caused! 

The  '90s  Wall  Street  bubble  econ- 
omy— casino  capitalism — was  used  as  a 
rationalization  for  eliminating  welfare. 
The  ’90s  decade  was  hailed  as  the  biggest 
boom  period  in  American  history,  but  for 
whom?  Over  the  last  two  decades  there 
has  been  increasing  inequality,  a spectac- 
ular concentration  of  wealth  in  the  hands 
of  the  already  bloated  rich  to  a level 
higher  than  any  other  industrialized  coun- 
try. Almost  50  percent  of  the  total  real 
income  gain  during  the  last  1 5 years  went 
to  the  lop  1 percent  of  the  population. 
Twelve  percent  went  to  the  bottom  XO 
percent. 

Because  the  motor  force  of  capitalism 
is  to  maximize  profits,  there  is  a continu- 
ous drive  to  increase  the  rate  of  exploita- 
tion by  lowering  wages  and  speeding  up 
work.  The  unemployed  have  always  been 
used  as  a club  to  drive  down  wages  in 
general,  and  "workfare”  in  particular  is  a 
union-busting  move  to  replace  union 
labor  with  cheap  labor.  Here  in  New  York, 
welfare  recipients  have  been  put  into  city 
and  transit  jobs  that  were  formerly  union, 
slaving  for  their  meager  benefits  with  no 
union  protection.  The  bosses  are  only 
able  to  get  away  with  this  due  to  the  col- 
laboration of  the  union  tops  who  knuckle 
under  to  them  in  exchange  for  some 
worthless  sops. 

The  exploitation  of  the  working  class 
in  America  has  always  been  wrapped  in 
the  envelope  of  raw  racism.  The  paltry 
social  welfare  programs  that  have  existed 
throughout  American  history  illustrate 
how  this  ruling  class  has  used  racism  to 
deny  the  most  basic  necessities  to  the 
poor.  In  America  today,  capitali.sts  and 
their  apologists  have  turned  welfare  into 
a code  word  for  “black  chiselers."  The 
elimination  of  welfare  has  been  motivated 
lor  decades  by  promoting  vicious  racist 
stereotypes  of  the  black  urban  poor. 

Black  people  are  a race-color  caste  for- 
cibly segregated  at  the  bottom  of  this 
society.  By  “caste”  we  mean  that  even  the 
tiny  layer  that  is  able  to  escape  enforced 
poverty  still  faces  racial  oppression  in 
multiple  forms  every  day  of  their  lives. 
The  American  capitalist  class  has  used 
racism,  historically  rooted  in  the  system 
ot  black  chattel  slavery,  to  divide  and 
weaken  the  working  class  and  to  turn 
continued  on  page  ^ 
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WTO  Entry  Extends  Imperialist  Penetration 


AFP  photos 

Workers  protesting  mass  layoffs  and  lost  pensions  in 
city  of  Liaoyang  carry  portrait  of  Mao  Zedong.  Banner  at 
March  21  rally  calls  for  freeing  arrested  workers  leaders. 


In  March  of  this  year,  workers 
m China’s  industrial  heartland  un- 
leashed the  country’s  largest  pro- 
tests since  1989.  Thirteen  years  ago. 
the  working  class,  angered  by  the 
inflation  and  rampant  corruption 
engendered  by  the  Chinese  Commu- 
nist Party  (CCP)  regime’s  “market 
reforms.”  entered  en  masse  into  the 
student-initiated  protests  centered  on 
Tiananmen  Square,  posing  the  pos- 
sibility of  a political  revolution 
to  sweep  away  the  Stalinist  bureau- 
cracy. In  recent  years,  masses  of  workers 
have  been  thrust  into  battle  as  “market 
reforms”  take  aim  at  state-owned  indus- 
tries. the  core  of  the  collectivized  founda- 
tions of  the  Chinese  deformed  workers 
state.  Extending  into  the  capitalist  “Spe- 
cial Economic  Zones”  (SEZs)  and  the 
peasant  hinterland,  these  struggles  are 
bound  to  intensify  as  China’s  entry  into 
the  World  Trade  Organization  (WTO) 
opens  the  door  to  wider  imperialist  pene- 
tration, threatening  the  livelihoods  of  mil- 
lions of  workers  and  peasants. 

The  current  wave  of  mass  protests  is 
a spontaneous  resistance  by  the  Chinese 
working  class  to  the  hardships  caused 
by  the  accelerating  drive  toward  capital- 
ist restoration  in  the  name  of  “market 
reforms.”  What  is  posed  is  the  defense 
of  the  social  gains  of  the  1949  Chinese 
Revolution,  which  overthrew  the  Chi- 
nese bourgeoisie,  liberated  the  country 
from  imperialist  bondage  and  established 
a workers  state  based  on  a planned,  col- 
lectivized economy. 

Protests  exploded  on  March  1 in  the 
Daqing  oil  fields  in  northeastern  Heilong- 
jiang province.  For  more  than  two  weeks, 
workers  staged  daily  demonstrations  to 
fight  cuts  in  pensions,  medical  care  and 
heating  oil  subsidies.  When  the  oil  fields 
were  developed  in  the  early  1960s,  the 
Daqing  workers  were  held  up  as  heroes  in 
China’s  drive  to  industrialize.  Workers  in 
such  state  industries  were  provided  with 
the  "iron  rice  bowl”  of  guaranteed  hous- 
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ing.  education,  medical  and  retirement 
benefits.  But  with  the  fields  nearly  dry. 
more  than  80.000  workers  have  been  laid 
off  over  the  last  three  years.  When  offi- 
cials demanded  that  the  workers  hand 
back  the  bulk  of  their  severance  packages 
as  an  insurance  premium  for  health  and 
pension  benefits,  the  lid  blew,  and  pro- 
tests soon  spread  to  oil  fields  as  far  away 
as  Xinjiang  province  on  China’s  Central 
Asian  border. 

"The  managers  are  getting  huge  pack- 
ages and  we  are  gelling  nothing.”  said 
one  worker.  Authorities  tried  to  smear 
the  workers  by  claiming  that  protests  had 
been  infiltrated  by  the  reactionary  Falun 
Gong  movement.  Finally,  riot  police  and 
units  of  the  People's  Armed  Police — a 
force  formed  in  the  mid  1980s  to  put 
down  growing  social  unrest — were  mus- 
tered from  nearby  cities  to  quell  the 
protests. 

An  official  report  released  by  Beijing 
on  April  29  titled  “Labor  and  Social 
Security  in  China”  states  that  more  than 
25  million  workers  were  laid  off  from 
state  enterprises  between  1998  and  2001 
(the  World  Bank  puts  the  figure  at  36 
million).  The  layoffs  resulted  from  the 
regime’s  moves  to  "reform,”  close  or  pri- 
vatize plants  deemed  “inefficient"  by  the 
standards  of  the  world  capitalist  market. 
Reporting  on  the  Daqing  protests,  the  Far 
Eastern  Economic  Review  (4  April)  noted 
that  “sackings  have  provoked  tens  of 
thousands  of  similar,  but  smaller,  disputes 
since  1998.  Terrified  that  these  could 
mushroom  into  a nationwide  movement, 
the  government  has  concentrated  on  sup- 
pressing dissent  and  preventing  protest- 
ing groups  in  different  cities  and  prov- 
inces from  linking  up  with  each  other.” 

What  is  behind  the  regime’s  fears  was 


on  display  in  the  city  of  Liaoyang,  where 
demonstrations  coincided  with  those  in 
Daqing  a few  hundred  miles  to  the  north. 
Workers  from  the  closed  Ferro  Alloy  met- 
alworking plant  staged  daily  marches 
demanding  pensions  and  back  wages 
owed  them.  They  also  demanded  the 
arrest  of  the  company’s  managers,  who 
have  been  selling  off  the  plant’s  equip- 
ment and  pocketing  the  proceeds.  As  in 
most  of  the  recent  protests,  those  who 
marched  in  Liaoyang  were  mainly  laid- 
off  workers  and  retirees.  But  the  pro- 
tests swelled  to  include  30.000  workers 
from  20  different  plants  in  the  area.  A 
worker  from  Liaoyang  Chemical  Factory 
remarked.  “This  action  is  not  organized; 
a lot  of  workers  from  other  factories  have 
only  joined  in  because  they  have  the  same 
problems  as  the  ferro-alloy  factory.” 
Fearing  they  could  no  longer  contain 
the  protests,  police  arrested  four  workers’ 
leaders  and  on  March  20  removed  hun- 
dreds of  protesters  from  the  city  govern- 
ment compound,  where  they  had  gathered 


to  deliver  a petition.  Officials  also 
tried  to  defuse  the  situation  by 
reportedly  giving  workers  half  of 
their  back  wages  and  announcing 
that  they  will  soon  pay  some  unem- 
ployment benefits  and  pensions.  But 
workers  say  that  this  is  only  a frac- 
tion of  what  they  are  owed. 

Protests  reached  into  the  capital  on 
March  27,  when  some  200  retired 
auto  workers  staged  a dramatic  dem- 
. onslration  outside  the  Beijing  Auto- 
mobile and  Motorcycle  Works,  shut- 
ting down  traffic  on  a major  thoroughfare 
for  hours.  The  retirees  demanded  overdue 
pension  payments  and  protested  against 
the  theft  of  state  assets  by  managers.  Sim- 
ilar actions  have  spread  the  length  and 
width  of  China.  In  April,  coal  miners  in 
Liaoning  province  repeatedly  blockaded 
railway  lines  to  protest  layoffs.  In  south- 
west China.  1,000  retired  steel  workers, 
mostly  women,  blockaded  two  highways 
in  front  of  the  state-owned  Guiyang  Steel 
Factory  to  protest  meager  pensions.  And 
in  early  May.  protests  resumed  in  Liaoy- 
ang demanding  the  release  of  the  four  de- 
tained labor  leaders,  while  posters  have 
appeared  in  workers’  dormitories  there 
calling  for  investigating  corrupt  factory 
officials. 

Defend  China  Against 
Capitalist  Counterrevolution! 

The  1949  Revolution  was.  despite  pro- 
found bureaucratic  deformations,  a social 
revolution  of  world-historic  significance. 

continued  on  page  8 
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Mexican  Trotskyists  Denounce  Fox  Government  Provocations 

Defend  the  Cuban  Revolution! 


U.S.  Out  of  Guantanamo! 


We  print  below  a translation  of  an  arti- 
cle which  appeared  in  Espariaco  No.  18 
(Spring-Summer  2002),  newspaper  of  the 
Grupo  Espartaquista  de  Mexico,  section 
of  the  International  Communist  League. 
In  Mexico,  the  reactionary  Parly  of 
National  Action  (PAN)  government  of 
Vicente  Fox  has  stepped  up  its  provoca- 
tions against  Cuba,  the  hemisphere’s  only 
workers  state. 

Prior  to  the  United  Nations  meeting  in 
Monterrey  this  March.  Fox  secretly  called 
Fidel  Castro  to  pressure  him  to  cut  short 
his  appearance  so  as  not  to  cross  paths 
with  U.S.  president  Bush.  Castro  com- 
plied. but  in  April,  after  Mexico  for  the 
first  time  voted  for  a UN  "human  rights” 
resolution  condemning  Cuba.  Castro 
denounced  Fox’s  servile  toadying  to  the 
U.S.  in  Monterrey.  When  Fox  claimed  he 
had  never  asked  Castro  to  leave.  Castro 
on  April  22  aired  the  tape  of  Fox’s  call  for 
100  invited  journalists,  exposing  the 
Mexican  government’s  lies. 

The  U.S.  imperialists  have  been  unre- 
mittingly hostile  to  the  Cuban  deformed 
workers  stale  since  its  inception,  main- 
taining a punitive  economic  embargo 
to  this  day  and  funding  counterrevolu- 


tionary terror  by  Miami-based  gusanos 
(worms).  Now  the  Bush  administration 
has  provocatively  used  the  U.S.  military 
base  at  Guantanamo  Bay  to  impri.son  cap- 
tives frdm  the  U.S.  war  on  Afghanistan. 
Last  week,  the  Bush  administration  ac- 
cused Cuba  of  planning  biological  war- 
fare. and  of  providing  "biotechnology  to 
other  rogue  stales.”  an  ominous  threat 
against  Cuba,  which  is  also  one  of  seven 
countries  listed  by  the  Pentagon  as  poten- 
tial nuclear  first-strike  targets.  The  U.S. 
government’s  "proof’?  Cuba’s  world- 
renowned  public  health  and  medical 
research  programs!  Obviously,  to  the 
nuclear-armed  U.S.  predators,  the  fact 
that  the  Cuban  Revolution  greatly  re- 
duced the  country’s  infant  mortality  rates, 
eliminated  many  diseases  and  raised  life 
expectancy  poses  a “threat  to  world  secu- 
rity.” Defend  Cuba!  U.S.  Out  of  Guanta- 
namo Bay! 


ESPARTACO 


The  recent  diplomatic  scandal  in  which 
Vicente  Fox’s  government,  in  the  service 
of  the  U.S.  government,  pressured  Fidel 
Castro  to  leave  the  Monterrey  summit  has 
been  one  of  the  high  points  of  the  escala- 
tion in  provocations  that  the  Mexican 
bourgeois  government  has  carried  out 


The  Fraud  of  Bourgeois 
“Democracy” 

hi  theses  drafted  for  the  First  Congress 
of  the  Communist  International  in  I9J9, 

Bolshevik  leader  V.  I.  Lenin  emphasized 
the  need  to  combat  illusions  in  bourgeois 
"democracy."  which  is  in  reality  a mask  for 
the  class  dictatorship  of  the  bourgeoisie.  To 
end  the  oppression  and  exploitation  that 
is  endemic  to  the  capitalist  profit  system,  the 
TROTSKY  working  class  must  sweep  away  the  bour-  LENIN 

geois  order  through  socialist  revolution  and 
establish  its  own  class  rule,  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat,  based  on  workers 
councils  (soviets). 

The  substance  of  Soviet  government  is  that  the  permanent  and  only  foundation  of 
Slate  power,  the  entire  machinery  of  state,  is  the  mass-scale  organisation  of  the  classes 
oppressed  by  capitalism,  i.e.,  the  workers  and  the  semi-proletarians  (peasants  who  do 
not  exploit  the  labour  of  others  and  regularly  resort  to  the  sale  of  at  least  a part  of  their 
own  labour-power).  It  is  the  people,  who  even  in  the  most  democratic  bourgeois 
republics,  while  po.ssessing  equal  rights  by  law,  have  in  fact  been  debarred  by  thou- 
sands of  devices  and  subterfuges  from  participation  in  political  life  and  enjoyment  of 
democratic  rights  and  liberties,  that  are  now  drawn  into  constant  and  unfailing,  more- 
over. decisive,  participation  in  the  democratic  administration  of  the  state. 

The  equality  of  citizens,  irrespective  of  sex,  religion,  race,  or  nationality,  which 
bourgeois  democracy  everywhere  has  always  promised  but  never  effected,  and  never 
could  effect  because  of  the  domination  of  capital,  is  given  immediate  and  full  effect  by 
the  Soviet  system,  or  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat.  The  fact  is  that  this  can  only  be 
done  by  a government  of  the  workers,  who  are  not  interested  in  the  means  of  produc- 
tion being  privately  owned  and  in  the  fight  for  their  division  and  redivision. 

— V.  I.  Lenin,  "Theses  and  Report  on  Bourgeois  Democracy  and  the 
Dictatorship  of  the  Proletariat”  (4  March  1919) 
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against  the  Cuban  workers  slate.  This 
escalation  began  when  Fox  himself,  dur- 
ing an  official  visit  to  Cuba,  met  with 
Cuban  counterrevolutionary  organiza- 
tions. Days  later,  foreign  affairs  secretary 
Jorge  Castaneda  declared  in  Miami  that 
the  Mexican  embassy  would  open  its 
doors  to  anyone — a statement  that  was 
broadcast  by  gusano  Radio  Marti — pro- 
voking a mob  of  potential  gusanos  to 
break  into  the  Mexican  embassy  in  Cuba. 
The  provocative  altitude  of  the  current 
right-wing  PAN  government  toward  Cuba 
reflects  the  total  dependency  of  the  Mex- 
ican bourgeoisie  on  its  imperialist  mas- 
ters and  its  fundamental  hostility  to  the 
Cuban  Revolution,  as  an  obstacle  to  its 
own  investments  and  as  an  example  for 
the  Mexican  masses.  We  say;  Down  with 
the  Fox  government's  provocations!  De- 
fend the  Cuban  Revolution! 

The  current  increase  in  belligerence 
by  the  Mexican  government  against 
Cuba  takes  place  in  the  context  of  a 
world  marked  by  the  counterrevolution- 
ary destruction  of  the  Soviet  Union  a 
decade  ago.  The  USSR  was  a real  coun- 
terweight to  imperialism  that  gave  the 
PRI  regimes  a certain  maneuvering  and 
negotiating  space,  which  allowed  even 
these  U.S.  lapdogs  to  pose  occasionally 
as  "friends  of  Cuba.”  Now  the  hypocriti- 
cal “Third  World”  verbiage  is  gone  and 
the  open  hostility  is  revealed. 

Many  of  the  big  media  and  even  bour- 
geois parties,  such  as  the  national- 
ist Party  of  the  Democratic  Revolution 
(PRD)  and  the  Institutional  Revolution- 
ary Party  (PRI — the  former  ruling  party) 
itself,  have  called  on  Fox’s  government 
to  cease  its  servile  attitude  toward  the 
American  government  and  demand  the 
resignation  of  Castaneda.  Of  course, 
these  capitalist  parties  do  not  defend  the 
Cuban  Revolution  but  simply  long  to  go 
back  to  the  times  of  greater  independence 
of  Mexican  capitalism  in  the  “golden 
epoch”  of  the  PRI,  The  PRD  head  of 
Mexico  City’s  government.  L6pez  Obra- 
dor,  raised  the  example  of  the  good  rela- 
tions Mexico  had  with  Cuba  under  the 
government  of  bloodthirsty  Diaz  Ordaz, 
notorious  for  the  murder  of  hundreds  of 
students  in  Tlatelolco  in  1968  {La  Jor- 
nada, 28  March).  Those  who  exploit  and 


oppress  Mexican  workers,  peasants,  siu- 
denis  and  indigenou.s  peoples  know  that 
the  downtrodden  throughout  Latin  Amer- 
ica look  to  Cuba  favorably,  and  they 
want  simply  to  prevent  any  revolutions 
elsewhere. 

Our  defense  of  the  Cuban  workers  state 
stems  from  our  proletarian  international- 
ism.  As  a result  of  the  revolution,  the 
bourgeoisie  as  a class  was  expropriated 
and  private  property  in  the  means  of 
production  was  eliminated.  Capitalist 
economic  relations  were  replaced  by 
a collectivized,  planned  economy.  The 
revolution  greatly  benefited  the  most 
oppressed  sectors  of  the  population:  the 
poor  peasants,  the  workers,  blacks  and 
women.  Cuba  was  transformed  from  an 
immensely  poor  and  backward  country, 
besieged  by  hunger,  exploitation  and 
ignorance,  to  a country  in  which  illiter- 
acy has  been  virtually  eradicated,  where 
everyone  has  access  to  medical  care,  and 
where  everyone  has  guaranteed  food  and 
housing.  This  constitutes  the  basis  for 
our  unconditional  military  defense  of  the 
Cuban  deformed  workers  stale,  a.s  well 
as  the  other  deformed  workers  states  that 
still  exist:  China.  North  Korea  and  Viet- 
nam. This  defense  is  even  more  urgent 
now  as  the  brutal  economic  isolation  of 
the  island  since  the  collapse  of  the  USSR 
and  the  criminal  blockade  maintained  by 
the  U.S.  put  the  very  existence  of  the 
workers  slate  in  great  danger,  with  the 
American  imperialists  no  longer  held 
back  by  the  Soviet  military  shield  and 
with  scarcity  in  Cuba  growing. 

Cuba  has  been  from  the  start  a bureau- 
cratically deformed  workers  state.  As 
the  product  of  a revolution  led  by  petty- 
bourgeois  guerrilla  forces  and  not  the  rev- 
olutionary proletariat,  political  power  is 
not  in  the  hands  of  the  working  class,  but 
rather  in  the  hands  of  a parasitic  bureau- 
cratic caste  that  pursues  the  maintenance 
of  its  own  privileges.  In  diverting  revolu- 
tions elsewhere,  the  Castroite  bureauc- 
racy criminally  isolates  the  Cuban  Revo- 
lution as  it  looks  toward  conciliation  of 
the  capitalist  regimes  outside  Cuba.  Fidel 
Castro  decades  ago  told  the  Nicaraguan 
Sandinistas  not  to  take  the  Cuban  road, 
i.e.,  not  to  overthrow  the  bourgeoisie.  In 
the  Museum  of  the  Revolution  in  Havana, 
one  can  look  in  vain  for  monuments  ded- 
icated to  proletarian  revolutionists  like 
Marx  or  Lenin,  but  instead  there  is  one 
to  bourgeois  Mexican  president  Ldzaro 
Cardenas.  Fidel  Castro  was  in  1998 
the  most  charming  host  of  the  reaction- 
ary pope  Wojtyla,  and  has  been  one  of 
the  most  amiable  and  frequent  guests  at 
continued  on  page  II 


Letter 


The  Fight  for 
Geronimo’s  Freedom 


13  March  2002 
Los  Angeles 

Dear  Workers  Vanguard, 

With  other  members  and  supporters  of 
the  Spartacist  League’s  L.A.  branch.  I 
participated  in  the  Oakland  February  9 
mobilization  in  defense  of  immigrants, 
blacks  and  labor.  I appreciated  the  excel- 
lent coverage  of  the  rally  in  WV.  How- 
ever, in  explaining  that  Geronimo  ji  Jaga 
(Pratt),  the  former  Black  Panther  who 
spent  27  years  in  prison  on  a government 
frame-up.  endorsed  our  protest,  we  incor- 
rectly wrote  that  "mass  protest  brought 
about  his  release”  ("Defend  Immigrants! 
Defend  the  Unions!”  WV  No.  775.  22 
February). 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee  cam- 
paigned long  and  hard  for  more  than 
a decade  for  Geronimo’s  freedom.  As 
we  wrote  in  WV  following  his  release 
in  1997:  "Geronimo’s  longtime  support 
from  significant  layers  of  the  California 
labor  movement,  black  organizations, 
and  civil  libertarians  has  made  it  diffi- 
cult for  the  ruling  class  to  bury  him  in 


prison  and  hide  the  facts  of  his  frame-up" 
("Geronimo  Out  After  27  Years  in  Prison 
Hell,"  WNo.  670,  13  June  1997).  How- 
ever, as  we  noted,  although  hundreds  of 
union  officials,  representing  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  workers,  went  on  record  in 
support  of  Geronimo.  masses  of  workers 
were  never  mobilized  in  action. 

This  is  the  fault  of  the  trade-union 
tops  who  rarely  mobilize  their  ranks  to 
protect  their  own  economic  interests, 
much  less  struggle  in  defense  of  blacks, 
immigrants  and  women.  Rather,  the  main 
mobilizations  by  the  union  bureaucrats 
are  to  get  out  the  vote  for  the  Democrats, 
demonstrating  their  fundamental  role  as 
the  labor  lieutenants  of  the  capitalist 
class.  As  we  wrote  in  "Mobilize  Labor/ 
Black  Power  to  Free  Geronimo!"  (W'l^ 
No.  645.  10  May  1996):  "It’s  time  w 
build  a working-class  party  which  mobi- 
lizes its  forces  independent  of  the  capi* 
talist  slate  and  takes  up  the  battles  of  tb® 
poor  and  oppressed  in  this  country  ” 

Comradely  greetings. 

Valerie  W. 

WORKERS  vanguard 


New  York  Times  Smears  Courageous  Harlem  Communist 

In  Memory  of  Bill  Epton 


Wide  World 

Harlem,  July  1964:  Bill  Epton  (left),  arms  linked  with  Conrad  Lynn,  at 
assembly  point  for  banned  march,  just  before  arrest  by  cops. 


Bill  Epton.  a longtime  leftist  active  at 
various  points  of  his  life  in  the  Progres- 
sive Labor  Party  (PL),  the  Negro  Ameri- 
can Labor  Council  and  the  Black  Radical 
Congress,  died  of  gastric  cancer  in  New 
York  City  on  January  23.  He  was  70 
years  old. 

As  an  avowed  communist  in  Harlem  in 
the  I960s.  Epton  embodied  the  combina- 
tion of  black  and  red  so  feared  by  the 
American  ruling  class.  When  the  coun- 
try's largest  ghetto  was  subjected  to  a 
police  occupation  and  reign  of  terror  in 
the  summer  of  1 964,  Epton  sought  to  pro- 
vide leadership  and  organization  to  the 
besieged  black  masses.  For  his  coura- 
geous efforts,  he  became  the  first  person 
convicted  of  “criminal  anarchy”  in  New 
York  State  since  the  1919  "red  scare." 

The  New  York  Times,  which  acted  as 
a mouthpiece  and  apologist  for  the 
New  York  Police  Department  (NYPD) 
in  1 964,  continued  its  vendetta  against 
Epton  even  after  his  death.  In  a 3 Febru- 
ary obituary,  the  bourgeoisie's  "newspa- 
per of  record”  indicted  Epton  for  "preach- 
ing violence"  in  the  midst  of  a "bloody 
race  riot."  claiming  that  he  urged  the  kill- 
ing of  cops  and  judges.  The  only  riot  in 
Harlem  in  the  summer  of  I964  was  the 
NYPD  rampage,  and  it  slopped  when  the 
cops  withdrew.  Epton  was  a levelheaded, 
lucid  man  interested  in  jazz,  a skilled 
printer  and  an  eloquent  orator  and  writer. 
He  did  play  a key  role  in  the  events  of 
I964,  but  of  a rather  different  nature  than 
the  Times  insinuated.  We  were  there,  and 
we  remember  Epton’s  courage  and  mili- 
tancy in  that  tumultuous  lime. 

Bill  Epton.  a founding  member  of  the 
Progressive  Labor  Movement  (later  the 
Progressive  Labor  Party),  was  at  the  time 
vice  chairman  of  PL  and  the  head  of  its 
Harlem  branch.  PL  came  out  of  the  Com- 
munist Party  (CP)  in  1962.  based  primar- 
ily on  trade  unionists  repelled  by  the  CP’s 


Report  on  arrest  of  Epton  and  Lynn 
in  New  York  Times,  which  acted  as 
mouthpiece  for  NYPD  before  and 
during  Harlem  cop  riot. 

abject  reformism  and  support  to  the 
Democratic  Parly.  Rejecting  the  staid 
pro-Moscow  Stalinism  upheld  by  the  CP. 
PL  instead  looked  to  the  seemingly  more 
militant  Chinese  Stalinists  under  Mao 
(eventually  breaking  with  Beijing  as 
well).  Though  PL  was  always  limited  by 
its  continued  adherence  to  Stalinism,  it 
was  a left  split  from  the  CP  and  at  that 
time  a very  serious  group. 

The  Harlem  Police  Riot 

The  years  1 963-64  saw  the  Southern 
civil  rights  movement  move  North  into 
the  center  of  American  capitalism.  Rent 
strikes  exploded  throughout  Harlem  and 
by  1 964  had  spread  into  Brooklyn.  Two 
effective  school  boycotts  against  segre- 
gated and  run-down  conditions  galva- 


nized opposition  to  the  racist  policies  of 
the  New  York  school  board.  The  second 
boycott  pulled  90  percent  of  children  out 
of  ghetto  schools,  despite  lack  of  support 
by  “respectable"  black  leaders  and  social 
democrats  like  Bayard  Ruslin.  who  used 
their  influential  role  in  the  Congress  of 
Racial  Equality  (CORE)  to  try  to  sabo- 
tage the  boycott.  Self-proclaimed  com- 
munists were  getting  a hearing  in  Har- 
lem, prominent  among  them  Bill  Epton. 

In  early  April  1964,  the  Brooklyn 
branch  of  CORE  planned  an  action  in 
which  cars  would  run  out  of  gas  in  order 
to  disrupt  traffic  heading  toward  the 
World’s  Fair  site  in  Queens  at  which 
Democratic  president  Lyndon  B.  Johnson 
was  planning  to  speak.  The  city  rulers 
turned  the  threatened  “stall-in"  into  a 
showdown,  mobilizing  tens  of  thousands 
of  cops  and  tow  trucks,  passing  new  laws 
with  heavy  penalties  in  one  day  and 
unleashing  a withering  scare  campaign 
in  the  mass  media.  Although  the  CORE 
“stall-in"  was  rather  haphazard,  it  was 
yet  another  indication  that  black  people 
in  New  York  were  becoming  increasingly 
politicized  and  militant. 

Democratic  Parly  mayor  Robert  Wag- 
ner and  Police  Commissioner  Michael  J. 
Murray  were  intent  on  confronting  and 
smashing  this  wave  of  black  protest.  The 
city  administration  beefed  up  the  police 
presence  in  Harlem,  including  generous 
detachments  of  Tactical  Patrol  Force 
heavies.  In  April,  one  of  these  squads  pro- 
voked what  was  called  the  "Little  Fruit 
Stand  Riot."  using  clubs  and  blackjacks 
against  a group  of  youngsters  who  had 
simply  been  playing  with  some  fruit  from 
a street  stand.  When  a black  hosiery 
salesman.  Frank  Stafford,  tried  to  inter- 
vene. the  cops  beat  him  with  clubs  at  gun- 
point. gouging  out  one  of  his  eyes.  By  the 
time  Stafford  was  taken  to  a hospital  1 9 
hours  later,  after  a further  beating  in  the 
station  house,  it  was  loo  late  to  save  his 
eye.  A Puerto  Rican  seaman.  Fecundo 
Acion.  had  his  nose  shattered  for  attempt- 
ing to  pull  the  cops  off  Stafford.  Eventu- 
ally Acion.  Stafford  and  Wallace  Baker,  a 
member  of  a karate  club  who  tried  to 
intervene,  were  arrested. 

Soon  thereafter,  when  two  Jewish 
shopkeepers  were  brutally  attacked,  one 
fatally,  the  cops  simply  rounded  up 
Baker  and  several  fellow  karate  club 


members  who  had  been  seen  at  the  fruit 
stand  and  framed  them  up  for  the  attack. 
This  became  the  case  of  the  Harlem  Six, 
which  was  taken  up  by  radical  civil 
rights  attorney  Conrad  Lynn  and  is 
recounted  in  his  autobiography.  There  Is 
a Fountain  (1 979). 

In  an  article  headlined  “Negro  Struggle 
in  the  North"  (Spartacist  No.  2,  July- 
August  I964).  written  just  before  the  cop 
occupation  of  Harlem,  we  warned:  "Over 
the  past  few  months  New  York  has  wit- 
nessed an  unprecedented  campaign  of 
press  terror  against  the  Negro  people.... 
This  press  terror  campaign  has  as  its  pur- 
pose the  psychological  preparation  and 
justification  for  the  smashing,  through 
police  terror,  of  the  coming  stage  of  the 
Negro  rights  struggle."  Leading  the  way. 
the  New  York  Times  ran  a lengthy  front- 
page article  claiming  that  the  Black  Mus- 
lims were  directing  a dope-selling, 
karate-trained  gang  of  400  "Blood  Broth- 
ers” bent  on  maiming  and  killing  whites. 

When  an  off-duty  police  lieuten- 
ant, Thomas  Gilligan.  shot  and  killed 
James  Powell,  a l5-year-old  black  youth, 


on  July  1 6.  the  cops  used  the  result- 
ing protest  as  an  excuse  to  launch  a pre- 
emptive strike  against  unrest  in  the 
ghetto.  A demonstration  at  Harlem’s  28th 
precinct  two  days  later  was  repeatedly 
pressed  back  by  the  cops,  who  hurled 
racist  slurs  at  the  demon.strators  and 
eventually  charged  into  the  main  body  of 
the  protest.  In  the  ensuing  day.s,  as  we 
reported  in  Spartacist  No.  3 (January- 
February  1965),  “wave  after  wave"  of 
the  tactical  cops  “swept  through  Harlem 
indi.scriminately  beating  and  terrorizing 
all  who  crossed  their  paths." 

In  the  face  of  the  police  occupation, 
most  Harlem  organizations  joined  to- 
gether to  form  a "Unity  Council."  whose 
members  ranged  from  the  Nation  of  Islam 
to  the  NAACP.  Malcolm  X’s  Organiza- 
tion of  African  American  Unity,  business- 
men and  local  Democratic  Party  hacks. 
The  Unity  Council  pledged  itself  to 
“restore  peace  in  the  community."  But  the 
only  action  pursued  by  this  alliance  of 
“leaders,”  as  we  noted  in  our  article,  "was 
directed  against  the  one  serious  attempt 
that  was  made  to  give  effective  organiza- 
tion and  direction  to  the  people  in  the 
streets."  that  of  the  Harlem  Defense 
Council  (HDC)  led  by  Epton.  The  HDC 
issued  a leaflet  urging: 

"ORGANIZE  YOUR  BLOCKS.  The 
events  of  the  last  two  days  have  shown 
that  if  we  are  not  organized  we  are  just 
a mob  and  not  in  a position  to  prop- 
erly deal  with  the  enemy.  ORGAN- 
IZE APARTMENT  BY  APARTMENT. 
HOUSE  BY  HOUSE!  The  Harlem  De- 
fense Council  calls  on  all  black  people 
of  Harlem  to  set  up  Block  Committees 
with  the  purpose  of  defending  each  and 
every  block  in  Harlem  from  the  cops." 
The  HDC  called  for  a march  and  mass 
demonstration  on  July  29  and.  though  a 
small  group,  did  what  it  could  to  concre- 
tize this  call. 

The  cops  banned  the  march;  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Unity  Council  was  that  while 
the  police  ban  was  bad.  the  march  was 
even  worse.  The  Unity  Council  tried  to 
gel  Epton  to  call  off  the  march  and  circu- 
lated leaflets  along  the  proposed  route 
urging  people  not  to  participate.  James 
Lawson,  a member  of  the  Unity  Council 
and  the  head  of  the  United  African 
Nationalist  Movement,  went  so  far  as  to 
offer  up  his  membership  to  aid  the  police 
in  suppressing  the  march!  When  Epton 
refused  to  call  off  the  march.  27,000  cops 
were  mobilized  to  make  sure  no  one 
dared  protest  in  Harlem  that  day.  In  a 
continued  on  page  7 


Harlem  cop  riot 
and  occupation 
were  aimed  at 
smashing  wave 
of  black  protest. 
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Down  With  Vigipirate  Repression! 


Racist  War  /gainst 
North  Africans  in  France 


The  following  article  is  translated 
from  Le  Bolchevik  (Winter  2001-2002). 
newspaper  of  the  Ligue  Trotskyste  de 
France,  section  of  the  International 
Communist  League. 

“BOLCnEVllM^ 

In  recent  months  the  French  slate  has 
bombarded  us  with  excuses  for  its  mur- 
derous crimes  during  the  Algerian  War. 
A mountain  of  articles  has  been  written 
about  torture  by  the  French  army  in 
Algeria;  the  Socialist  Party  (SP)  mayor 
of  Paris  has  even  dedicated  a plaque  in 
memory  of  the  Algerians  drowned  in  the 
Seine  by  the  cops  on  17  October  1961. 
The  state  talks  about  its  past  crimes  to 
better  cover  up  its  daily  pursuit  of  ever- 
intensifying  racist  repression  against 
North  Africans  in  France  today,  above  all 
against  youth  in  the  working-class  sub- 
urbs. As  Paulette  Peju  wrote  in  her  book 
The  Harkis  in  Paris  (banned  by  the  state 
for  decades)  about  17  October  1961, 
“The  safety  commission  doesn't  prevent 
torture;  it  hides  it.  it  envelops  it.  it  adorns 
it  with  the  suave  flowers  of  Western  and 
Christian  civilization.  All  that  it  safe- 
guards is  the  prestige  of  the  cops  and  the 
army.” 

Forty  years  later,  the  same  day  that  the 
SP  mayor  of  Paris  put  up  a plaque  "in 
memory”  of  the  Algerians  killed  in  1961 
(a  plaque  which  says  neither  how  many 
people  were  killed  nor  by  whom),  a 
North  African  family  was  beaten  and 
arrested  by  the  police  of  the  capitalist 
SP-CP-Green  government  in  the  city  of 
St.  Denis,  which  is  run  by  the  Commu- 
nist Parly  (CP).  The  family  was  trying  to 
help  some  neighborhood  youth  who  were 
unjustly  suspected  of  a theft.  A young 
woman  from  this  family  told  how  she 
was  treated  by  a cop:  “I  told  him  I was 
pregnant.  He  replied.  ‘I  don’t  care,  fat 
bitch.'  Then  he  put  his  knee  in  my  stom- 
ach to  handcuff  me.”  She  and  the  other 
women  found  themselves  "stuffed  like 
pigs”  into  a paddy  wagon.  "My  mother 
protested  because  they  threw  us  inside 
with  kicks  to  get  the  door  closed.  One 
cop  struck  her  right  in  the  face”  (Libera- 
tion, 26  October  2001).  The  only  unusual 
and  surprising  thing  in  this  scenario  is 
that  this  courageous  North  African  fam- 
ily lodged  a complaint  against  the  cops’ 
brutality.  Racism,  brutality  and  deporta- 
tion of  immigrants  are  an  integral  part  of 
capitalism. 

Postwar  immigration  and 
the  Algerian  War 

Around  the  40ih  anniversary  of  October 
1 7.  a moving  account  of  the  life  of  North 
African  workers  in  the  shantytowns  was 
published:  Shantytown  Chronicles — Nan- 
terre  in  the  Algerian  War,  by  Monique 
Hervo.  The  book  lucidly  recounts  the  hell 
and  barbarism  inflicted  on  North  African 
workers  in  France. 

The  book  recounts  a period  in  the  his- 
tory of  La  Folie,  a Nanterre  shantytown. 
After  World  War  II.  tens  of  thousands  of 
workers  from  the  French  colonies  lived  in 
shantytowns  surrounding  all  the  big  cities 
of  France:  Paris.  Lyon,  Marseille.  A 
decline  in  population  growth  as  well  as 
the  reconstruction  of  the  economy  after 
World  War  II  had  led  French  industry  to 
recruit  workers  especially  from  the  colo- 
nies of  North  Africa  as  manpower.  Illiter- 
ate peasants  had  been  consciously  sought 
out  in  the  colonies  to  avoid  using  Spanish 
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Jean  Poliier 


Shantytown  Chronicles  portrays  lives  of 
desperately  poor  North  African  migrant 
workers  in  Nanterre  slum  (above) 
at  time  of  Algerian  War. 


and  Portuguese  workers,  who  were  often 
militant  union  members.  Moreover  it  was 
easier  to  recruit  Algerians  because  they 
didn’t  need  visas  and  could  move  "freely” 
on  French  soil  with  their  second-class  sta- 
tus as  "French  Muslims”  without  rights. 
Between  1947  and  1973  several  hundred 
thousand  immigrants  entered  France  with 
"provisional  work  permits”  but  with  no 
provision  for  housing.  The  workers  lived 
in  the  most  deplorable  conditions,  with- 
out running  water,  electricity  or  toilets,  in 
makeshift  shacks  of  tarpaper  and  bits  of 
wood,  with  the  rain  and  mud  coming  in. 

These  workers  were  systematically 
ghettoized,  marginalized  by  the  French 
state.  The  treatment  of  North  Africans  in 
France  is  the  internal  reflection  of  coloni- 
zation: the  French  bourgeoisie  has  always 
considered  the  colonial  people  as  subhu- 
mans needing  to  be  "civilized"  with  the 


gun.  the  Bible  and  the  "Marseillaise.” 
The  massacre  of  tens  of  thousands  of 
people  at  Setif  in  Algeria  on  8 May  1945 
by  the  French  army  and  the  defeat  of  the 
French  bourgeoisie  at  Dien  Bien  Phu  in 
Vietnam  in  1 954  inspired  the  Algerians  to 
rise  up  for  their  independence.  System- 
atic terror  against  the  Algerian  peasants 
and  workers  began.  Eight  hundred  thou- 
sand Algerians  arrived  in  the  shanty- 
towns. fleeing  torture,  death  and  famine 
in  Algeria.  More  than  one  and  a half  mil- 
lion people  were  locked  up  in  "relocation 
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rrench  cops  round  up  minority,  immigrant  youth.  Racist  terror  has  escalated 
under  both  right-wing  and  popular-front  governments. 


camps”  in  Algeria.  Hervo  describes  with 
compassion  the  condition  of  those  arriv- 
ing from  Algeria: 

“Muhammad  from  the  Biban  Mountains 
and  his  wife,  exhausted  elderly  people, 
ran  through  the  mountains  of  Hodna  and 
through  the  Mansoura  plain  to  escape  the 
bombs  and  the  burning  of  villages  and 
mcchias....  They  ran  down  sleep  hills, 
chased  by  airplanes.  They  had  run  away 
from  the  relocation  camps  and,  in  spite 
of  their  age.  reached  the  shantytown..  ’ 
The  visions  and  experiences  in  Algeria 
broke  some  people  for  life: 

"One  day  in  Algeria,  the  eldest  son.  nine 
years  old,  went  as  usual  to  his  grand- 
mother's house  in  a neighboring  village. 
In  the  dusk,  his  feet  stumbled  over  bod- 
ies. They  were  the  dead  bodies  of  men 
who  were  horribly  tortured  before  being 
killed  by  French  soldiers.  Blood  was  still 
running  all  over  the  place.  Afterwards 
the  boy,  now  an  adolescent,  exhibited 
troubling  behavior.  He  never  told  anyone 
what  he  had  seen.  His  Arab  comrades 
were  afraid  of  him." 

There  are  also  stories  like  “Ahmad  the 
grass-eater.”  who  survived  in  Algeria  by 
eating  "acorns,  grass  and  roots  that  he 
dug  up  from  the  poor,  infertile  soil.” 

In  La  Folie.  the  police  and  the  harkis 
systematically  burned  shacks,  stole  money 
from  the  workers  and  destroyed  their  ID 
papers.  The  harkis — Algerian  collabora- 
tors of  the  French  cops  and  army — had 
been  recruited  to  do  the  dirtiest  jobs  (like 
torture  and  murder  in  Paris  itself)^  French 
president  Jacques  Chirac  and  Prime  Min- 
ister Lionel  Jospin  honored  them  this  year 
on  25  November  2001  for  their  services  to 
the  French  state.  Hervo  testifies  to  scenes 
in  the  shantytowns  which  were  becoming 
more  and  more  frequent  toward  the  end 
of  the  war  as  it  became  clear  that  France 
had  lost. 

"An  Algerian  is  brought  out  on  a 
stretcher,  handcuffed  and  attached  to  the 
stretcher.  Two  harkis  demanded  his 
papers.  One  of  them  accused  him  of  hav- 
ing winked  at  some  cousins  who  were 
bound  hand  and  foot  and  punched  him 
right  in  the  face.  Ahmad  defended  him- 
self. Then,  other  harkis  ran  up.  rushed  ai 
him  and  beat  him  up.” 

Sometimes,  cops  and  special  brigades 
invaded  La  Folie  to  destroy  the  shacks, 
Hervo  recounts  one  scene: 

"The  cops  attacked  a fragile  shanty  made 
of  old  pieces  of  wood  covered  with  tarpa- 
per. inhabited  for  many  months.  They  did 
their  best  to  destroy  everything.  Along- 
side the  demolition-man  cops  charged 
with  this  task,  everybody  jumped  in.  For 
this  purpose,  cops  and  inspectors  rolled 
up  their  sleeves.  They  pulled  up  the  poles. 
They  broke  up  the  fragile  crossbeams, 
They  broke  the  boards....  Gathered  all 
around  the  scene,  hundreds  of  residents 
of  the  shantytown  looked  on.  without 
uttering  a word." 

Hervo  comments:  "In  Algeria,  houses 
were  bombed  and  burned  by  the  French 
army.  Here,  shacks  were  destroyed  by 
the  Paris  cops.” 

While  the  armed  struggle  for  indepen- 
dence look  place  in  Algeria,  the  money 
to  wage  that  war  came  largely  from  con- 
tributions of  Algerian  workers  in  France: 
they  were  also  sending  a lot  of  money  to 
their  families  who  were  dying  of  hunger 
in  Algeria.  Their  wages  were  systemati- 
cally stolen  by  the  harki  traitors. 

In  1956.  under  the  popular  front  led  by 
the  "Socialist”  Guy  Mollei,  torture  in 
Algeria  became  an  institutionalized  prac- 
tice and  was  carried  out  on  a large  scale 
during  the  battle  of  Algiers  (and  this  was 
in  part  thanks  to  the  CP’s  vole  in  favor  of 
"special  powers”  in  Algeria  for  the  gov- 
ernment). The  same  methods  were 
imported  into  France,  using  the  harkis  to 
do  part  of  the  dirty  work,  like  in  th« 
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Goutie  d’Or  (Norlh  African  community) 
in  the  arrondissement  [district]  of 
Paris.  Hervo  speaks  of  "interrogations” 
in  the  cellars  of  the  police  station  in 

Puteaux; 

••Walls  and  floors  covered  with  dried 
blood,  fresh  blood,  Every  Algerian  man 
and  woman  from  La  Folie  who  was 
locked  up  there  has  horrible  memories. 
Already  in  1958.  at  the  Argentcuil  police 
station,  so-callcd  ‘advanced*  intcrroga- 
iions  were  conducted  using  electric 
shock.  In  Paris,  in  Nanicrrc  and  in  certain 
towns  in  the  Paris  region,  numerous 
hotels  were  requisitioned  so  that  barbanc 
acts  could  be  concealed,  just  like  m Algc- 
na  where  ‘apartments  were  rented  by  cer- 
tain units’  for  this  purpose.  Here,  you  will 
hear  about  ‘singing  cellars.'  Indeed,  to 
cover  the  screams  of  Algcnans  being  tor- 
tured and  not  attract  the  attention  of  the 
French  population  ot  the  area,  the  tortur- 
ers played  records  of  Arab  music  at  high 
volume.  Tortures  including  being  made  to 
drink  bleach,  the  beer  bottle  torture,  and 
the  ‘m^choui’ — the  Algerian,  naked,  is 
lied  like  a sheep  onto  a pole  and  is  beaten 
while  the  ‘skcwer‘  is  rapidly  turning — are 
practiced." 

Monique  Hervo  was  one  of  the  only 
French  people  invited  to  participate  in  the 
Paris  demonstration  of  17  October  1961. 
and  she  describes  it  and  its  consequences. 
When  the  demonstration  was  repressed, 
the  French  working-class  leaders  did 
nothing:  in  the  factories  where  tens  of 
thousands  of  Algerian  workers  worked 
side  by  side  with  French  workers,  the  CP 
did  nothing  to  protest  against  the  repres- 
sion of  the  demonstration.  Elie  Kagan, 
who  took  photos  of  the  massacre,  noted 
that  when  demon.strators  fleeing  the 
police  tried  to  find  refuge  in  the  building 
of  iHumanite,  the  CP  newspaper,  "the 
gates  were  closed  against  them"  (Jean- 
Luc  Einaudi.  The  Battle  of  Paris),  some- 
thing even  I Humanite  ( 18  October  2001) 
finally  admits  ("Yes,  the  gates  were 
closed").  What  the  French  CP,  which  was 
leading  the  French  working  class,  lacked 
was  the  political  will  to  confront  its  own 
ruling  class  by  defending  the  Algerians. 
For  instance,  there  were  4,000  Algerian 
workers  at  the  Renault-Billancourt  auto 
plant  at  the  time;  it  would  have  been  easy 
to  totally  shut  down  production  in  this 
plant  which  was  a nodal  point  of  the 
economy. 

Even  before  October  17,  dozens  of 
Algerians  had  been  drowned  in  the 
Seine,  and  it  was  rare  for  the  press  to 
report  it.  On  October  17  and  in  the  days 
that  followed,  thousands  of  people  were 
wounded  and  thousands  were  deported. 
Some  of  the  wounded  had  medical  prob- 
lems for  the  rest  of  their  lives  because 
they  were  too  afraid  to  seek  treatment  at 
the  hospital.  ‘Too  afraid  of  being  picked 
up  by  the  cops  on  leaving  the  hospital,  as 
happened  every  day;  too  afraid  of  being 
beaten  up  again"  (Hervo). 

Monique  Hervo  wasn't  a communist 
but  she  had  the  rare  courage  to  describe 
the  reality  that  she  saw  and  to  actively 
lake  the  side  of  the  Algerians.  She  never 
wanted  to  join  the  CP  becau.se  they  had 
voted  for  the  Mollet  government’s  "spe- 
cial powers”  in  Algeria.  Hervo  writes: 
‘‘The  political  parties,  mired  in  their 


Troupts  de  l«  Franct,  dt  I'ONU,  dn  USA : 
bu  In  pattn  dmot  la  Fracha-OTieBt  1 

Defense  du  peuple  palestinien ! 


Le  Bolchevik 

Publication  of  the  Llgue 
Trotskyste  de  France 
Subscribe!  $5  for  4 issues 
Includes  Spartacist  (French  edition) 

Order  (rom/make  checks  payable  to: 
Spartacist  Publishing  Co. 

Box  1377  GPO,  New  York.  NY  10116 


stubborn  commitment  to  keeping  Algeria 
French,  let  the  Algerians  rot  in  their 
ghettos.  Some  Communist  city  govern- 
ments tried  to  attract  them,  hoping  to  use 
their  presence  as  a political  weapon 
against  the  current  government.  The  CP. 
uneasy  with  the  continual  ambiguity  of 
its  positions,  wanted  to  appear  welcom- 
ing to  the  Algerians.”  (On  the  CP  in  the 
Algerian  War,  see  “Torture  During  the 
War  in  Algeria;  The  Real  Face  of  French 
Imperialism,”  Le  Bolchevik  No.  156. 
Spring  2001;  translated  in  WV  No.  761. 

6 July  2001). 

Immigration  After  the 
Algerian  War 

Defeated  in  Algeria,  the  French  bour- 
geoisie developed  and  still  has  a particu- 
lar hatred  for  North  Africans.  After  its 
defeat,  France  even  consciously  tried  to 
limit  Algerian  immigration  by  encourag- 
ing Portuguese  immigration,  and  after 
independence  Algerians  were  not  allowed 
into  France  without  a visa. 

After  the  Algerian  War.  shantytowns 
were  replaced  over  time  by  concrete: 
immigrant  hostels  and  ghetto  housing. 
Forty  years  ago,  "his  majesty"  General  de 
Gaulle,  seeing  Nanterre’s  shantytown 
from  the  car  driving  him.  exclaimed;  "It’s 
loo  ugly,  it’s  inhuman,  change  all  this!" 
Temporary  barracks  were  then  built,  sup- 
posedly to  last  a few  years.  But  in  fact 
these  badly  built  and  unsanitary  struc- 
tures housed  immigrants  for  decades. 
Today,  half  of  the  immigrants  live  in  low- 
income  housing  (560.000  tamilies)  and 
are  concentrated  in  the  oldest  buildings. 
And  the  popular-front  government  con- 
tinues this  today — its  program  Is  not  to 
build  belter  housing;  indeed  it  brags  about 
how  many  thousands  of  low-income  units 
it  is  destroying  every  year. 

The  postwar  period  of  growth  which 
brought  in  a sizable  immigrant/colonial 
labor  force  ended  with  the  first  oil  crisis 
of  1973.  The  response  of  French  industry 
was  to  start  reducing  production.  In  1974. 
immigration  from  the  French  ex-colonies 
ceased  entirely  and  the  bourgeoisie,  after 
exploiting  them  as  much  as  possible,  tried 
to  drive  away  those  who  were  here  by 
offering  them  10.000  francs  to  leave. 
Against  their  will  and  in  part  to  pacify  the 
enormous  mass  of  immigrant  men  who 
were  heavily  implanted  in  industry,  the 
French  bourgeoisie  set  up  the  policy  of 
“family  regroupment,”  Very  restrictive 
measures  were  (and  still  are)  required  to 
“prove"  that  a worker  can  house  and  pay 
the  expen-ses  for  his  family.  The  French 
bourgeoisie  never  intended  that  part  of 
the  French  population  would  be  dark- 
skinned  and  non-Christian. 

From  the  ’80s  until  the  early  ‘90s. 
immigrant  workers  suffered  the  layoJfs 
and  austerity  of  the  "Socialist”  Mitterrand 
government.  When  the  bourgeoisie  wants 
to  defuse  working-class  resistance  to  its 
attacks,  it  hands  over  the  appearance  of 
governmental  power  to  "Socialist  and 
“Communist"  politicians  who.  far  from 
protecting  the  economic  interests  of  the 
working  class,  serve  the  interests  of 


the  capitalist  class.  Historically,  immi- 
grant workers  have  been  concentrated  in 
heavy  industry  and  construction  and  they 
were  disproportionately  hit  by  layoffs. 
Between  1975  and  1990.  40  percent  of 
the  jobs  done  by  foreign  workers  in 
industry  were  eliminated  (corresponding 
roughly  to  500,000  workers).  In  the 
1 980s,  50  percent  of  the  laid-off  workers 
in  auto  and  in  construction  were  immi- 
grants. Today,  there  is  a new  economic 
recession.  Historically,  fascism  grows 
with  economic  crises  of  capitalism. 
Although  the  fascists  are  eleciorally 
strong  in  France,  at  present  the  daily 
racist  attacks  against  immigrant  neigh- 
borhoods are  being  waged  by  the  official 
police  of  (he  French  state. 

The  reformist  parties  in  France  deflect 
the  struggles  of  the  working  class  against 
layoffs  and  racist  terror  onto  the  terrain 
of  elections  and  class  collaboration. 
Under  the  popular  front’s  banner  of  "sec- 
ularism." the  SP,  the  CP  and  lihe  fake- 
Trotskyist)  Lutie  Ouvri^re  justify  racist 
acts  against  immigrant  populations  from 
Muslim  countries,  like  expelling  girls 
wearing  the  headscarf  from  school,  and 
the  current  hysteria  which  puts  an  equal 
sign  between  youth  of  immigrant  origin 
in  the  working-class  suburbs  and  ’■terror- 
ists" and  fundamentalists.  Since  Septem- 
ber II.  France  has  become  a hell  where 
suspicion  of  the  population  of  Norlh 
African  origin  runs  rampant. 

The  Collapse  of  the  USSR: 
Unemployment  and  Reaction 

The  reformist  organizations  which  lead 
the  French  workers  movement  aim  at 
managing  capitalism  rather  than  destroy- 
ing it;  this  is  why  they  continue  to  pro- 


mote and  justify  racism,  because  it  is  a 
fundamental  aspect  of  French  capitalism. 
Since  "reinforced  Vigipiraie”  was  insti- 
tuted on  September  1 1.  the  stale’s  means 
of  repression  have  become  more  massive, 
but  far  from  being  an  aberration,  this  kind 
of  violence  is  the  norm  against  immi- 
grants and  their  children. 

An  article  entitled  "Immigration  and 
Racist  Oppression  in  Europe"  (French 
Spartacist  Uo.  29,  Summer  1996)  gives  the 
basis  for  a Marxist  understanding  of  racism 
and  immigration  in  West  Europe.  In  this 
article  we  explain  that 

"In  the  present  climate  of  political  re- 
action— marked  by  mass  uncmploy- 
rneni,  the  drive  to  dismantle  ihe  social- 
democratic  ‘welfare  state’  and  the  effects 
of  the  counterrevolution  in  East  Europe 
and  the  former  Soviet  Union— even  for- 
mal citizenship  is  not  in  itself  a guaran- 
tee against  'ethnic  cleansing'  in  West 
Europe.  The  immigrant  communities  arc 
subject  to  increasing  racist  oppression — 
ghettoization.  police  brutality,  fascists, 
Increasingly  segregated,  prey  to  cop  and 
racist  violence,  and  on  the  bottom  of  the 
economic  ‘ladder,’  dark-skinned  Euro- 
pean citizens  would  recognize  a lot  in  the 
conditions  of  American  blacks." 
Immigrant  youth  identify  with  American 
blacks,  as  shown  by  the  influence  of  rap 
music,  the  graffiti  quoting  the  American 
rap  group  NWA  ("F---  the  police”)  and 
the  popularity  of  the  cause  of  political 
prisoner  Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  But  the  fun- 
damental difference  between  the  black 
question  in  America  and  immigrant 
oppression  in  West  Europe  is  the  ten- 
dency of  the  bourgeoisie  here  to  deport 
immigrants.  In  contrast.  American  blacks 
have  been  an  integral  part  of  American 
capitalism  since  the  epoch  of  slavery, 
while  segregated  at  the  bottom  of  Ameri- 
can bourgeois  society. 

In  a reactionary  period,  the  French 
bourgeoisie  is  quite  capable  of  deport- 
ing thousands  of  people.  In  the  early 
’30s.  with  the  Depression  that  followed 
the  crash  of  1929.  half  a million  foreign 
workers  (5  percent  of  the  active  popu- 
lation), including  Poles  and  Italians,  were 
rounded  up  and  deported.  like  the  Al- 
gerians and  Eastern  European  Jews;  the 
anti-Semitic  and  anti-immigrant  bigotry 
accompanying  these  raids  paved  the  way 
for  the  deportation  by  the  Vichy  regime  of 
more  than  70,000  Jews  to  the  Nazi  death 
camps.  The  French  bourgeoisie  is  capable 
of  doing  it  again,  especially  with  a popu- 
lation it  considers  surplus  and  useless  for 
their  profits  now  that  plants  are  closing. 
Since  they  no  longer  need  to  import  labor, 
immigration  has  been  practically  zero 
for  the  last  25  years.  The  right  wing  is 
already  demanding  the  deportation  of 
millions  of  immigrants. 

The  International  Communist  League 
and  its  French  section,  the  Ligue  Trols- 
kyste  de  France  (LTF).  fight  for  "full  cit- 
izenship rights  for  all  immigrants!"  The 
continued  on  page  6 
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Huge  pro-independence  demonstration  In  Algiers,  December  1960.  Protest- 
ers waved  outlawed  FLN  flags  in  defiance  of  French  colonialism. 


17  MAY  2002 


5 


no  credit 


French  colonial  troops  systematically  tortured  and  assassinated  Algerians 
during  war  of  independence  (top).  Hundreds  of  Algerian  protesters  were 
killed  by  Paris  police  in  October  1961. 


North  Africans... 

(continued  from  page  5) 

inimigranl  question  is  fundamentally  a 
question  of  democratic  rights,  of  equality 
of  rights.  But  these  rights  can  only  be 
won  and  maintained  by  the  working  class 
struggling  to  take  state  power  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  bourgeoisie  and  to  establish 
a planned  centralized  economy.  Groups 
claiming  to  be  Trotskyist,  communist  or 
socialist  but  who  arc  indifferent  to  racial 
oppression,  or  justify  it,  do  so  because 
their  perspective  is  to  maintain  the  capi- 
talist system  and  obtain  a few  crumbs  for 
the  upper  layer  of  privileged  workers 
through  class  collaboration. 

The  French  bourgeoisie  and  social 
democracy  consider  it  a real  problem 
that  hundreds  of  thousands  of  youth  of 
North  African  or  African  origin  are 
French  citizens.  In  the  midst  of  the  reac- 
tion against  the  "beur”  movement  in  the 
’80s,  and  after  a series  of  strikes  in  the 
private  sector,  especially  automobile, 
involving  immigrant  workers,  Mitterrand 
remarked  in  1988  that  France  had 
“reached  the  threshold  of  tolerance”  with 
immigration.  In  leading  militant  strikes 
and  in  the  working  class,  the  CP  pushed 
French  chauvinism  to  reinforce  class  col- 
laboration. As  “proof’  of  their  loyalty  to 
join  the  Mitterrand  government  in  1981, 
the  CP  destroyed  an  immigrant  dormi- 
tory in  Vitry.  The  SP  and  CP  above 
all  have  fed  and  paved  the  way  for  reac- 
tion against  dark-skinned  populations  in 
France. 

As  long  as  the  Soviet  Union  existed,  a 
workers  state  which  was  a beacon  for  the 
workers  of  the  world  in  spite  of  its  Stalin- 
ist degeneration,  the  West  European  bour- 
geoisies had  to  concede  a series  of  gains 
to  the  workers.  With  the  collapse  of  the 
Soviet  Union  in  1 99 1 . the  West  European 
bourgeoisies  started  to  .systematically 
destroy  all  these  gains.  They  haven't 
totally  managed  to  do  it  because  the 
workers  have  resisted  strongly,  with 
strikes  and  plant  occupations,  seeking  to 
defend  their  interests  against  the  capital- 
ists' attacks.  With  chronic  unemploy- 
ment, the  attempt  to  co-opt  French  youth 
of  immigrant  origin  onto  the  parliamen- 
tary path  has  slopped.  Today  only  two 
members  of  the  National  Assembly  are  of 
foreign  origin.  The  bourgeoisie  has  opted 
for  “zero  tolerance":  zero  immigration, 
zero  subsidies  for  youth  of  immigrant 
origin  in  working-class  neighborhoods, 
zero  petty  crime  going  unpunished.  “Tol- 
erance" has  been  replaced  by  hardcore 
repression,  put  into  effect  by  the  reformist 
lackeys  in  the  workers  movement. 

In  1 993,  the  Nationality  Code  which 
automatically  gave  the  children  of  for- 
eigners born  in  France  the  right  to 
become  French  citizens  was  abolished. 
But  the  new  law.  named  the  “Pasqua- 
Mehaignerie"  law.  was  in  fact  the  result 


of  racist  campaigns  waged  for  a decade 
under  Mitterrand’s  popular  front.  A 
whole  generation  of  youth  of  immigrant 
origin,  speaking  only  French  and  hardly 
knowing  the  country  their  parents  or 
grandparents  came  from,  were  declared 
"non-French” — which  is  pretty  perverse 
for  a country  claiming  to  be  the  homeland 
of  “human  rights.”  A layer  of  thousands  of 
“undocumented”  French  youth  was  thus 
created. 

Furthermore,  their  parents — whose  le- 
gal situation  sometimes  depends  on  the 
French  citizenship  of  their  children — 
were  pul  in  a very  insecure  situation.  This 
hits  women  in  particular.  The  French  state 
created  "stateless”  people.  Single  moth- 
ers are  doubly  punished: 

“Those  who  have  not  acquired  French 
citizenship  and  have  children  bom  in 
France  are  raising  children  who  are  not 
recognized  by  any  country.  Thanks  to  the 
Pasqua  laws,  they  are  not  French  (and 
will  not  be  until  they  are  16  or  18  years 
old),  and  they  are  not  Moroccan.  Alge- 
rian or  Tunisian  either  since  the  Family 
Code  in  North  Africa  recognizes  neither 


single  mothers  nor  illegitimate  children. 
From  birth  on.  these  children  will  live 
under  the  statute  of  exclusion." 

— S.  Banani,  'The  Veil  and 
Citizenship"  (1995) 

The  current  capitalist  government  of 
the  SP-CP-Greens  arrived  at  the  head  of 
the  bourgeois  state  by  using  mobiliza- 
tions of  tens  of  thousands  of  people  who 
were  demonstrating  for  papers  for  immi- 
grants at  St.  Bernard  church  in  1996. 
When  they  came  to  power,  far  from  abro- 
gating the  Pasqua  law  of  1993,  they 
passed  the  “Chevenemenl”  laws  of  1998; 
the  status  of  the  immigrants  was  made 
worse  although  they  had  hoped  for  an 
improvement  from  a "left”  government. 
These  laws  (named  after  ultra-chauvinist 
Chevenemenl]  systematically  opened 
files  on  all  undocumented  immigrants: 
deportation  of  immigrants  has  increased 
(around  8.000  in  1 999.  in  other  words  the 
equivalent  of  more  than  one  “Pasqua 
charier  flight”  every  week — not  counting 
those  who  are  turned  back  at  the  airport ! ); 
it  is  harder  to  get  married  to  a foreigner. 
City  governments  refuse  to  issue  housing 
certification  for  visitors,  and  this  also  has 
increased  since  September  1 1. 

In  the  ghettos  of  France,  the  children 
and  grandchildren  of  immigrants  confront 
growing  unemployment  and  job  insecu- 
rity of  a different  order  of  magnitude 
compared  with  the  total  French  popula- 
tion. For  male  immigrant  youth  (25-29 
years  old),  the  official  unemployment  rate 
in  March  1998  was  above  30  percent,  and 
it  was  44  percent  for  female  immigrant 
youth  between  15-24  years  old.  Since  the 
“secular"  French  state  hides  the  extreme 
inequalities  in  French  society  by  claiming 
that  the  French  Republic  is  the  country  of 
"human  rights,”  it  is  impossible  to  know 
how  many  French  youth  of  immigrant 
origin  are  unemployed.  The  only  study 
ever  done  in  France  of  immigrants  and 
their  children,  the  survey  "Geographical 
Mobility  and  Social  Integration"  (GMSI), 
was  conducted  by  Michele  Tribalat.  To 
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conduct  the  study  she  had  to  fight  against 
“the  weight  of  French  ideology  which 
says  that  it  would  be  against  republican 
tradition  to  make  distinctions  between 
French  people  according  to  their  origins 
because  of  the  supposedly  discriminatory 
nature  of  such  distinctions."  Tribalat  also 
notes  that  "we  hope  to  have  contributed  to 
breaking  a taboo  on  using  data  on  ethnic 
origin  in  social  science.  Knowledge  is  not 
a tool  of  discrimination.  Obscurantism  is” 
(Tribalat.  From  immigration  to  Assmila. 
tion).  The  GMSI  indicates  that  40  percent 
of  men  between  the  ages  of  20  and  29 
with  an  Algerian  father  are  unemployed. 

Immigrants  and  their  children  arc  a 
population  that  is  used  as  a reserve  army 
of  labor  to  be  utilized  in  times  of  eco- 
nomic expansion  and  to  be  thrown  in  the 
garbage  in  periods  of  economic  crisis. 
Such  a reserve  army  of  labor  is  also  used 
to  intimidate  workers  and  lower  every- 
one’s wages.  Today  more  and  more,  the 
youth  of  immigrant  origin  are  considered 
a “surplus"  population  which  can  be 
deported,  jailed  or  killed  with  impunity. 
The  number  of  foreign  detainees  more 
than  doubled  (more  than  110  percent) 
between  1975  and  2(K)1,  The  unemploy- 
ment rates  for  immigrant  men  went  from 
9 percent  in  1981  to  18  percent  in  2000 
(and  24  percent  for  those  who  don’t  come 
from  countries  of  the  European  Union). 
In  the  Transitional  Program  (1938),  Trot- 
sky explained  that  the  right  to  employ- 
ment is  the  only  serious  right  workers 
have  in  a society  of  exploitation.  The  cap- 
italists, not  the  workers,  must  pay  for  the 
chronic  crises  of  their  system.  We  fight 
for  a sliding  scale  of  wages  and  sliding 
scale  of  hours  so  that  all  the  work  on  hand 
is  divided  among  all  existing  workers,  so 
the  average  workers’  wage  remains  the 
same  and  is  pegged  to  the  cost  of  living. 
Trotsky  adds: 

"Property  owners  and  their  lawyers 
will  prove  the  ‘unrealizability’  of  these 
demands....  The  workers  categorically 
denounce  such  conclusions  and  refer- 
ences. The  question  is  not  one  of  a ’nor- 
mal’ collision  between  opposing  material 
interests.  The  question  is  one  of  guarding 
the  proletariat  from  decay,  demoraliza- 
tion. and  ruin.  The  question  is  one  of  life 
or  death  of  the  only  creative  and  progres- 
sive class,  and  by  that  token  of  the  future 
of  mankind.  If  capitalism  is  incapable  of 
satisfying  the  demands  inevitably  arising 
from  the  calamities  generated  by  itself, 
then  let  it  perish." 

For  Socialist  Revolution  to 
Overthrow  This  Rotten  System! 

Recently  there  has  been  massive 
racist  hysteria  because  youth  who  are 
the  descendants  of  Algerian  immigrants 
booed  the  "Marseillaise"  when  a chorus 
of  cops  was  singing  it  during  a soccer 
game  between  France  and  Algeria.  Youth 
who  then  went  out  onto  the  field  were  the 
object  of  a real  witchhunt:  they  are  said  to 
be  incapable  of  being  integrated  into 
French  society.  Some  of  them  were  given 
heavy  sentences.  Down  with  these  racist 
prosecutions!  It’s  impossible  to  integrate 
yourself  into  a society  which  offers  you 
neither  work  nor  housing  nor  papers— 
even  now,  not  to  mention  in  the  fuiure. 

The  number  of  immigrant  workers  and 
their  children  was  reduced  along  with  the 
reduction  of  their  w-eight  in  industry  in 
the  French  economy.  However,  immi- 
grant workers  and  their  children  occupy 
a central  position  in  French  production 
right  up  to  today.  Far  from  being  merely 
"victims,”  immigrant  workers  have  key 
social  power  in  making  a revolution.  Of 
male  immigrant  workers.  45  percent  are 
concentrated  in  construction  and  industry ; 
they  represent  13  percent  of  the  work- 
force in  automobile  (one  out  of  every 
eight  workers  is  an  immigrant)  and  almost 
17  percent  in  construction  (one  out  of 
every  six  workers).  The  GMSI  study 
shows  that  60  percent  of  the  children  of 
workers  are  themselves  workers.  But 
since  the  introduction  of  temporary  work 
in  1973,  the  structure  of  manpower  in 
industry  has  changed,  becoming  concen- 
trated largely  in  temporary  work  and 
short-term  contracts  (CDD):  25  percent  of 
employed  young  immigrant  workers  work 
under  CDD  and  more  than  18  percent  of 
African  employees  do  temporary  work. 
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Spartacist-initiated  Harlem  Solidarity  Committee  rally  in  NYC  garment  district, 
July  1964. 


Bill  Epton... 

(continueii  from  page  3) 

singular  aci  of  personal  courage  and  defi- 
ance of  New  York’s  arrogani  racist  rulers. 
Epion.  surrounded  by  supporters,  went  to 
the  march  assembly  point  at  I I6ih  Street 
and  Lenox  Avenue.  At  his  side,  arms 
linked  with  Epton ’s.  was  Conrad  Lynn. 
Hpton  and  Lynn  were  arrested  as  they 
stepped  off  the  curb.  Leaderless,  the  dem- 
onstration did  not  materialize. 

Our  organization,  then  still  in  its 
infancy,  played  an  active  role  in  the 
events.  Two  Spartacisl  comrades.  Paul 
Gaillard  and  Shirley  Sloute.  were  in  the 
HOC.  In  an  attempt  to  take  the  pres- 
sure off  the  ghettos,  we  initiated  the  Har- 
lem Solidarity  Committee  (HSC),  which 
organized  a mass  rally  in  the  downtown 
garment  district  around  the  slogans: 
•Remove  the  rioting  cops  from  Harlem” 
and  "Support  the  right  of  the  citizens  of 
the  ghetto  to  defend  themselves.”  Despite 
the  cops’  denial  of  a sound  permit  for  the 
rally,  nearly  a thousand  workers  came  out 
and  responded  enthusiastically  to  the 
speakers.  Among  the  speakers  at  this 
united-front  rally  were  Lynn,  PL  leader 
Milt  Rosen  and  Workers  World  editor 
Vince  Copeland.  In  his  speech,  Spariacist 
editor  James  Robertson  described  the  role 
of  the  cops  in  creating  the  riots  and 
responded  to  frenzied  redbaiting  by  the 
bourgeois  press,  which  sought  to  blame 
the  Harlem  protest  on  a communist  con- 
spiracy. Robertson  remarked,  "Unfortu- 
nately there  aren’t  many  Reds  in  Harlem 
now — but  there  will  be!" 

Epton:  “Guilty”  of  Being  a 
Black  Communist 

While  anti-Communist  black  national- 
ists were  granted  audiences  with  the 
mayor  and  allowed  to  stage  their  own  ral- 
lies in  Harlem,  Epton  and  those  who  sup- 
ported him  were  subjected  to  fierce 
repression  and  a wide-ranging  witchhunt. 
Sweeping  injunctions  were  issued  against 
all  those  who  were  even  remotely  asso- 
ciated with  either  Epton’s  march  or 
the  HSC,  including  Robertson,  prevent- 
ing them  from  “assembling,  gathering 
together,  convening,  parading,  marching, 
demonstrating  or  acting  in  concert”  any- 
where between  11 0th  and  1 55th  Streets 
and  the  Harlem  and  Hudson  Rivers.  In 
early  1965,  more  than  20PLers,  including 
Milt  Rosen,  were  subpoenaed  to  appear 
before  a grand  jury  "investigation”  and 
subsequently  arrested  for  contempt  of 
court  for  refusing  to  testify.  The  investi- 
gation was  then  widened  to  also  go  after 
Robertson  and  the  Spartacist  group. 

Epton  was  framed  up  on  charges  of 
“criminal  anarchy”  based  on  three  claims: 
that  he  and  PL  put  out  a pamphlet 
describing  how  to  make  Molotov  cock- 
tails. that  he  led  the  “riot”  and  that  he  was 
actively  involved  in  arming  Harlem  resi- 
dents. When  these  charges  didn’t  wash, 
Epton  was  charged  with  advocating  kill- 
ing police  officers  and  judges — on  the 


basis,  as  we  noted  in  our  article  in  Spar- 
iacist No.  3,  “of  a paraphrase  of  Lenin’s 
Slate  and  Revolution."  According  to  a 
contemporary  account  in  the  New  York 
Times  (26  July  1964),  the  cops  claimed 
that  Epton  had  declared  that  in  order  to 
achieve  freedom  it  would  be  necessary 
to  “set  up  a new  state  of  our  own  choos- 
ing and  liking.  And  in  the  process  of 
smashing  this  state,  we’re  going  to  have  to 
kill  a lot  of  these  cops,  a lot  of  these 
judges,  and  we’ll  have  to  go  up  against 
their  army." 

The  recent  obituary  in  the  Times  mali- 
ciously distorted  even  its  own  1964  ver- 
sion of  the  statement  attributed  to  Epton. 
“quoting”  only  the  last  bit  to  make  it 
sound  as  though  his  sober  description 
was  an  immediate  call  to  action.  Piling 
one  falsification  atop  another,  the  Times 
obituary  portrayed  Epton's  “criminal 
anarchy”  case  as  raising  the  question  of 
whether  there  was  “a  constitutional  right 
to  say.  'Burn.  baby,  burn’.”  In  fact,  that 
phrase  wasn’t  even  heard  until  the  time 
of  the  Watts  upheaval  in  1965  and  only 
became  famous  when  it  was  used  by  H. 
Rap  Brown  in  1967. 

In  a powerful  statement  to  the  court  at 
the  time  of  his  conviction,  published  by 
PL  as  a pamphlet  titled  We  Accuse:  Bill 
Epton  Speaks  to  the  Court  (1966).  Epton 
explained  the  real  reason  for  the  capitalist 
State’s  vendetta  against  him: 

“I  have  been  found  ‘guilty’  of  agitating 
against  the  conditions  that  my  people  are 
forced  to  live  under  in  New  York  and  all 
over  the  country. 

"1  have  been  found  ‘guilty’  of  protest- 
ing the  murder — yes,  murder— or  legal 
lynching,  whatever  you  choose,  of  James 
Powell  by  Thomas  Gilligan.  a New  York 
policeman. 

“1  have  been  found  ‘guilty’  of  organizing 
the  Harlem  community  against  police 
brutality  that  has  been  occurring  in  the 


Black  ghettos  for  hundreds  of  years. 

"I  have  been  found  ‘guilty'  of  standing 
up  for  the  right  of  all  men  to  be  free — to 
be  free  from  the  system  of  exploitation 
of  man  by  man. 

“I  have  been  found  ‘guilty’  of  proclaim- 
ing that  capitalism  is  an  oppressive  sys- 
tem and  that  socialism  is  the  only  solu- 
tion for  mankind  to  live  in  peace  and 
humanity.... 

‘‘And  finally— I have  been  found  ‘guilty’ 
of  being  a communist — and  a Black  one 
at  that!" 

We  were  actively  involved  in  Epton’s 
defense  from  the  start.  In  February  1965, 
at  a protest  against  the  witchhunting 
grand  jury.  Robertson  was  himself  served 
with  a subpoena  to  testify.  Lynn  agreed  to 
serve  as  Robertson’s  legal  counsel,  and 
assisted  in  preparing  his  testimony.  A 
Spartacist  Special  Supplement  (March 
1965)  issued  as  a "Report  to  Our  Read- 
ers” summarized  several  key  points  from 
Robertson’s  appearance  before  the  grand 
jury,  including  that  "Robertson  has  never 
heard  Bill  Epton  advocate  acts  of  vio- 
lence and  terrorism;  moreover,  since 
Comrade  Epton  is  a declared  Marxist 
such  advocacy  would  be  in  fundamental 
contradiction  to  his  beliefs.”  Robertson 
also  testified  that  “the  New  York  City 
cops,  not  communists,  provoked  the  riots 
last  summer.” 

Explaining  why  the  Spartacist  group 
was  cited  by  the  state  along  with  PL,  the 
supplement  noted: 

"The  SPARTACIST  editor  has  been 
dragged  into  the  witchhunt  because  of 
our  detailed  exposure  of  the  police  over 
the  riots  last  summer;  our  determined 
defense  of  Bill  Epton  and  Progressive 
Labor  against  legal  intimidation  and  per- 
secution; and  our  initiation  last  summer 
of  the  militant  Harlem  Solidarity  Com- 
mittee which  rallied  working  class  sup- 
port in  New  York’s  garment  center  for 
the  people  of  Harlem  during  the  police 
riots.” 


The  supplement  also  explained  why  we 
chose  to  have  Robertson  appear  before 
the  grand  jury:  "The  Spartaci.st  group 
has  no  reason  or  de.sire  to  conceal  either 
its  political  views  or  its  actions.  Quite 
the  contrary;  should  its  officers  be  sent  to 
jail  for  refusal  to  testify,  we  want  it  crys- 
tal clear  that  such  punishment  is  exclu- 
sively for  refu.sul  to  drag  in  the  names 
of  innocent  people  or  to  render  false 
testimony." 

In  defense  of  Epton  and  others  targeted 
in  the  witchhunt,  we  collected  signatures, 
distributed  literature  and  organized  meet- 
ings and  Epton  defense  committees  in 
various  cities,  including  Chicago,  the  San 
Francisco  Bay  Area  and  Ithaca.  New 
York.  Our  defense  of  Epton  was  not 
always  welcomed  by  PL.  however,  which 
in  sectarian  fashion  declared  their  Com- 
mittee to  Defend  Resistance  to  Ghetto 
Life  (CERGE)  off-limits  to  "Trotskyiles.” 
In  a letter  to  one  of  our  Chicago  com- 
rades. PL  leader  Bill  McAdoo  fulminated 
that  “in  general”  Trotskyists  were  “coun- 
terrevolutionaries." In  February  1965. 
PL  expelled  Spartacists  Paul  Gaillard 
and  Shirley  Stoule  from  the  HDC  on 
the  basis  of  their  Trotskyist  politics. 
Nonetheless,  we  forthrightly  continued  to 
defend  Epton.  That  month,  a Spartacist 
supporter  proposed  a motion  which  was 
passed  unanimously  in  CORE'S  Harlem 
branch  that  read:  “N.Y.  CORE  condemns 
the  attempt  to  make  Bill  Epton  the  scape- 
goat for  the  brutal  action  of  the  police  last 
summer  against  the  people  of  Harlem.  It 
supports  Epton’s  right  to  speak,  and  calls 
upon  the  City  to  'drop  its  indictment 
against  him.” 

Epton’s  case  drew  support  from  around 
the  globe,  ranging  from  philosophers 
Bertrand  Russell  and  Jean-Paul  Sartre  to 
Amnesty  International.  In  a statement  of 
support,  the  National  Liberation  Front  of 
South  Vietnam  stated: 

“We  strongly  protest  against  the  unjustifi- 
able arrest  and  trial  of  Bill  Epton  on  the 
ground  of  trumped  up  charges  and 
demand  his  immediate  release  by  the 
U.S.  authorities.  We  call  upon  all  justice 
loving  people  in  the  U.S. A.  and  in  the 
world  to  raise  their  voice  of  opposition 
to  this  effect  as  they  have  raised  their 
voice  to  protest  against  the  aggressive 
war  waged  by  the  U.S.  imperialists  in 
Vietnam.” 

In  later  years.  Epton  moved  to  the 
right,  bitterly  exiting  PL  in  1970  in  the 
midst  of  internal  turmoil.  Unable  and 
unwilling  to  transcend  its  Stalinist  frame- 
work. PL  itself  soon  began  moving  right- 
ward.  promoting  one  “single  issue”  ref- 
ormist campaign  after  another.  Epton 
spent  many  of  his  later  years  working 
with  the  Malcolm  X Museum.  He  was 
also  involved  in  the  Black  Radical  Con- 
gress and  the  Citywide  Coalition  to  Stop 
Giuliani,  both  “left”  shills  for  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  and  both  a far  cry  from 
Epton's  politics  in  the  1960s.  Nonethe- 
less, we  remember  Epton  as  a committed 
and  courageous  working-class  militant 
who  in  a volatile  lime  did  not  bow  before 
the  onslaught  of  the  bourgeois  state  or 
bend  to  the  pressures  of  liberalism.* 


The  catastrophic  level  of  youth  unem- 
ployment has  become  a classic  means  of 
“divide  and  rule”  for  the  French  state, 
which  uses  underpaid  temporary  workers 
as  a weapon  against  the  unions.  Where  this 
acquires  a supplementary  social  dimen- 
sion is  in  the  working-class  suburbs  with 
the  youth  of  immigrant  origin.  Unem- 
ployment there  takes  on  astronomical 
proportions  and  the  ghettos  live  under  the 
constant  threat  of  brutal  repression  and 
police  violence.  The  French  left  and  the 
workers  movement,  which  are  capable  of 
mobilizing  in  the  streets  tens  of  millions 
of  workers,  have  done  virtually  nothing  to 
protest  the  cop  terror  which  has  become 
practically  routine  in  the  ghettos  and 
working-class  suburbs  or  to  demonstrate 
the  link  between  this  terror  and  the  super- 
exploitation  of  youth  through  "youth 
jobs”  and  temporary  work. 

The  tasks  posed  for  the  workers  if  they 
are  to  have  the  maximum  of  class  unity 
are  to  fight  against  the  daily  racist  terror 


in  the  working-class  suburbs  and  to  fight 
against  job  insecurity  for  youth  and 
immigrant  youth.  Working-class  mili- 
tancy is  seen  in  the  strikes  at  McDonald’s 
by  young  French  and  immigrant-derived 
youth,  in  the  recent  longshore  strike 
which  blocked  the  port  of  Marseille  and 
in  the  struggles  at  Moulinex. 

Algerians  and  their  families  are  not 
only  an  oppressed  minority  in  France; 
they  are  part  of  the  working  class  and 
that’s  what  gives  them  their  social 
power.  In  the  early  Mitterrand  years, 
in  1982-83  for  instance,  they  were  the 
spearhead  of  the  most  important  strikes 
against  popular-front  austerity,  in  partic- 
ular at  Renault-Flins,  Citroen-Aulnay  and 
Talbot-Poissy.  where  they  led  their 
“French"  class  brothers.  In  December 
1995,  strikes  paralyzed  transit  and  the 
public  sector  for  three  weeks.  These 
strikes  went  beyond  the  trade-union 
framework  and  posed  the  question  of 
power.  The  LTF  fought  to  extend  these 


strikes  to  the  private  sector  by  putting  for- 
ward in  particular  the  question  of  Immi- 
grant oppression  and  unity  of  the  work- 
ing class.  Only  a few  months  earlier,  in 
March  1 995.  there  had  been  a big  strike  in 
the  Flins  plant,  where  immigrant  workers 
were  in  the  forefront.  But  the  union  lead- 
ers. including  the  pseudo-Trotskyists,  did 
everything  they  could  to  prevent  the  strike 
from  extending  to  the  private  sector.  For 
them  the  strike  was  a way  to  apply  pres- 
sure to  get  rid  of  the  Gaullist  Juppe  gov- 
ernment. but  we  communists  fought  to 
extend  this  defensive  strike  and  lead  the 
working  class  on  the  road  to  power. 

As  we  wrote  in  our  balance  sheet  of 
December  1995  {Le  Bolchevik,  January- 
February  1996): 

"The  strike  movement  had  to  go  beyond 
simple  trade  unionism,  on  a program  to 
unite  the  entire  working  class  and  draw 
along  the  pensioners,  the  youth,  the  immi- 
grants. again.st  whom  the  ominous  mifita- 
nzation  of  French  society  is  being  aimed. 
These  immediate  tasks  cry  out  for  revolu- 


tionary leadership  and  a Leninist  party:  to 
push  the  proletariat’s  struggles  forward 
instead  of  subordinating  them  to  the  con- 
straints of  the  capitalist  system;  to  expose 
the  pro-capiialist  mislcaders  in  their 
deeds;  to  reach  out  to  struggling  working 
people  in  other  lands  as  the  bourgeoisies 
drum  up  racism  and  trade  war." 

It  is  necessary  to  break  with  the  politics 
of  the  reformists  who  lead  the  workers 
parties  and  unions  in  France,  to  build 
powerful  industrial  unions  including  all 
the  workers  of  one  industry  in  one  union. 
But  above  all  it  is  the  question  of  build- 
ing a genuine  revolutionary  party,  a party 
like  the  revolutionary  Bolshevik  Party,  a 
true  tribune  of  the  people.  Immigrant 
workers  are  also  a living  link  with  the 
workers  of  Africa  and  Asia.  The  struggle 
for  a revolution  in  France  is  linked  to  the 
struggle  for  the  liberation  of  all  the  coun- 
tries under  the  French  imperialist  jack- 
boot.  We  work  to  build  such  a party  as  the 
French  section  of  the  International  Com- 
munist League.* 
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China... 

(continued  from  page  I ) 


Hundreds  of  millions  of  peasants  rose  up 
and  sei/.ed  the  land  on  which  iheir  fore- 
bears had  been  cruelly  exploited  from 
lime  immemorial.  The  rule  of  the  murder- 
ous warlords  and  bloodsucking  money- 
lenders. the  rapacious  landlords  and 
wretched  bourgeoisie  was  destroyed.  The 
revolution  enabled  women  to  advance  by 
magnitudes  over  their  previous  miserable 
status,  symbolized  by  the  barbaric  prac- 
tice of  foolbinding.  A nation  which  had 
been  ravaged  and  divided  by  foreign  pow- 
ers for  a century  was  unified  and  freed 
from  imperialist  subjugation. 

In  the  1950s.  the  People’s  Republic  of 
China  established  a centrally  planned, 
socialized  economy — modeled  on  and 
aided  by  the  Soviet  Union — and  agricul- 
ture was  collectivized.  A stale  monopoly 
of  foreign  trade  protected  the  socialized 
economy  from  being  undermined  by 
cheap  imports  from  the  far  more  devel- 
oped capitalist-imperialist  countries.  Par- 


PART  ONE 


licularly  for  women,  getting  a job  in  stale 
industry  was  such  a huge  advance  over 
the  old  way  of  life  that  families  often 
threw  large  parlies  to  celebrate  the  hiring 
of  one  of  their  members. 

However,  the  1949  Revolution  was 
deformed  from  its  inception  under  the 
rule  of  Mao  Zedong’s  CCP  regime,  which 
represented  a nationalist  bureaucratic 
caste  resting  atop  the  collectivized  econ- 
omy. Patterned  after  the  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy in  the  USSR.  Mao's  regime  preached 
the  profoundly  anti-Marxist  notion  that 
socialism — a classless,  egalitarian  society 
based  on  material  abundance — could  be 


will  only  accelerate  now  that  China  is  a 
member  of  the  World  Trade  Organization 
and  its  decrepit  industrial  sector  must 
go  head-to-head  with  foreign  competi- 
tion." The  article  rues  that  even  as  tour- 
ism. telecommunications  and  other  sec- 
tors of  the  economy  are  opened  to  foreign 
investment,  "protests  are  forcing  Beijing 
to  slow  industrial  restructuring”  in  an 
attempt  to  maintain  social  stability. 

In  its  own  way.  Business  Week  recog- 
nizes certain  fundamental  truths  about  the 
People’s  Republic  of  China  today.  One. 
the  drive  to  restore  capitalism  is  encoun- 
tering powerful  resistance  from  the  work- 
ing class.  Two,  fear  of  social  unrest 
restrains  the  restorationist  tendencies 
within  the  ruling  bureaucracy. 

American  imperialism  is  bent  on  over- 
turning the  1949  Revolution,  one  way  or 
another,  and  once  again  reducing  China 
to  semicolonial  subjugation.  To  this  end, 
the  U.S.  ruling  class  combines  pursuit  of 
the  economic  openings  offered  by  Beijing 
with  escalating  military  pressure.  The 
Pentagon  has  recently  increased  military 
aid  to  capitalist  Taiwan,  which  has  been 


U.S.  troops 
deployed  in 
Philippines  amid 
Pentagon  buildup 
in  Pacific  aimed  at 
Chinese  deformed 
workers  state. 


built  in  a single  country.  In  practice, 
“socialism  in  one  country”  meant  opposi- 
tion to  the  perspective  of  workers  revolu- 
tion internationally  and  accommodation 
to  world  imperialism. 

The  Beijing  bureaucracy  essentially’ 
acts  as  a transmission  bell  for  the  pres- 
sures of  the  imperialist-dominated  world 
market  on  the  workers  stale.  The  brit- 
tle and  contradictory  character  of  this 
bureaucratic  caste  can  be  seen  in  the  fact 
that  in  the  face  of  working-class  unrest, 
the  current  regime  has  often  reversed 
some  of  its  economic  “reforms”  and 
occasionally  put  some  of  its  own  on  trial 
for  corruption,  sometimes  with  a penally 
of  execution. 

The  recent  outpouring  of  protests  has 
jolted  not  only  the  Beijing  regime  but  also 
American  ruling  circles,  w-hich  have 
entertained  the  notion  of  a cold  restora- 
tion of  capitalism  "from  above."  Thus  an 
article  in  the  influential  American  journal 
Business  Week  (8  April)  titled  “China’s 
Angry  Workers"  stated:  “Time  is  not  on 
Beijing’s  side.  The  government  can't 
afford  perpetual  welfare  payments  for  the 
Rust  Bell’s  unemployed  and  disaffected 
workers,  many  of  whom  are  only  in  their 
40s  and  see  no  prospect  of  new  employ- 
ment in  their  home  provinces.  And  the 
pattern  of  factory  shutdowns  and  layoffs 
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maintained  as  an  anti-Communist  fortress 
for  more  than  half  a century.  As  a result 
of  its  war  against  Afghanistan,  the  U.S. 
has  expanded  its  military  presence  in 
Asian  territory  surrounding  China  under 
the  rubric  of  the  "global  war  on  terror.” 
This  is  on  top  of  more  than  80.000  troops 
stationed  in  South  Korea  and  Japan,  a 
dagger  aimed  at  the  Chinese  and  North 
Korean  as  well  as  the  Vietnamese  de- 
formed workers  slates.  Bush  is  pushing 
ahead  with  plans  for  an  “anti-mi.ssile 
defense”  system  to  facilitate  a nuclear 
first  strike  against  China,  which  has  a 
small  but  effective  arsenal  of  long-range 
nuclear  weapons.  Last  year's  U.S.  spy 
plane  provocation  was  emblematic  of 
American  belligerence  toward  China, 
eliciting  waves  of  outrage  among  the  Chi- 
nese population  against  U.S.  imperialism. 

The  International  Communist  League 
stands  for  the  unconditional  military 
defense  of  the  Chinese  deformed  workers 
stale  against  imperialism  and  capitalist 
counterrevolution.  It  is  the  task  of  the 
Chinese  proletariat  to  sweep  away  the 
Stalinist  bureaucracy,  which  has  gravely 
undermined  the  system  of  nationalized 
property  that  resulted  from  the  1949  Rev- 
olution, As  we  wrote  in  “Chinese  Miners 
Revolt  Against  ‘Market  Reforms'”  (WV 
No.  735,  5 May  2000)  following  a rebel- 


Left:  November 
1999  ceremony 
to  seal  trade 
agreement 
between  U.S. 
and  China, 
preparing  way 
(or  WTO  entry. 
Chinese  vice 
president  Hu 
Jintao  visits  Wall 
Street,  April  29. 


lion  by  20,(K)0  miners  and  their  families 
In  northeast  China: 

"The  bureaucracy  which  is  paving  the 
way  for  capitalist  counterrevolution  is 
simultaneously  preparing  the  ground  for 
a new  revolutionary  proletarian  explo- 
sion— not  a social  revolution  which 
would  overturn  the  economic  founda- 
tions of  society  as  in  1949  but  a political 
revolution  to  oust  (he  parasitic  ruling  oli- 
garchy and  to  place  political  power  in 
the  hands  of  workers,  soldiers  and  peas- 
ants councils  (soviets).  The  urgent  task 
facing  the  Chinese  proletariat  is  to  build 
a Leninist-Troiskyisi  party  as  part  of  a 
reforged  Trotskyist  Fourth  International, 
to  prepare  and  lead  this  political  revolu- 
tion. standing  at  the  head  of  the  masses 
and  directing  the  spontaneous  and  local- 
ized workers’  struggles  toward  the  sei- 
zure of  political  power." 

Bolshevism  vs.  Stalinism 

In  a perceptive  article  in  the  Nation 
magazine  (4  March).  Jiang  Xueqin,  who 
had  spent  months  traveling  across  China, 
remarked.  "Contrary  to  Western  percep- 
tions that  the  common  people  are  benefit- 
ing from  the  free  market,  the  Chinese  see 
their  government  and  the  nation’s  elite  as 
conspiring  to  sell  them  out  to  imperial- 
ists. aka  the  Americans.  Frustration  with 
the  government’s  economic  policies  is 
now  entwined  with  rapidly  expanding 
anti-Western  sentiment.”  Jiang  also  noted 
that  the  late  Mao  Zedong  is  an  “increas- 
ingly popular”  figure.  Indeed,  protesters 
in  Liaoyang  last  month  carried  portraits 
of  Mao.  just  as  workers  did  in  Tiananmen 
Square  in  1989. 

Mao's  era  can  certainly  seem  egalitar- 
ian compared  to  today,  when  officials 
spend  the  equivalent  of  a retired  worker's 
annual  income  on  a banquet  with  Hong 
Kong  or  American  business  partners. 
The  1949  Revolution  is  a living  mem- 
ory for  Chinese  families,  almost  all  of 
whom  have  parents  or  grandparents  who 
lived  through  the  murderous  Japanese 
occupation  and  the  civil  war  against  the 
hated  Guomindang  regime  of  Chiang 
Kai-shek,  which  was  backed  by  Ameri- 
can imperialism. 

But  it  is  crucial  to  understand  the  anti- 
proletarian  character  of  Mao’s  CCP  re- 
gime. The  Chinese  Revolution  was  fun- 
damentally different  from  the  October 
Revolution  of  1917  in  Russia,  which  was 
carried  out  by  a class-conscious  proletar- 


iat under  the  leadership  of  the  Bol.shcvik 
Party  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky.  The  October 
Revolution  e.siablished  a government 
based  upon  proletarian  democracy — the 
rule  of  workers,  peasants  and  soldiers 
soviets  (councils).  The  Bolsheviks  saw 
the  revolution  in  backward  Russia  as  the 
first  step  in  a worldwide  socialist  revolu- 
tion. particularly  in  the  advanced  capital- 
ist countries. 

However,  the  defeat  of  the  anticipated 
German  workers  revolution  in  1923 
demoralized  the  Soviet  working  class, 
which  had  been  decimated  by  the 
destruction  of  industry  and  infrastructure 
wrought  by  World  War  I and  the  bloody 
Civil  War  of  1918-20.  With  the  end  of 
the  Civil  War,  bureaucratic  tendencies  in 
the  party  and  state  administration  began 
to  coalesce  into  a bureaucratic  layer.  By 
1923,  Lenin  was  increasingly  incapaci- 
tated. The  burgeoning  party  bureaucracy, 
controlled  by  J.  V.  Stalin,  was  beginning 
to  rise  to  self-consciousness.  That  fall,  a 
loose  Left  Opposition  led  by  Trotsky 
opened  fire  against  the  growing  bureau- 
cratism and  called  for  a program  of 
planned  industrialization.  The  ensuing 
debate  in  the  party  press  was  soon  shut 
down.  The  party  conference  called  for 
January  1924  was  so  rigged  that  the 
Opposition  was  allowed  only  three  dele- 
gates despite  having  won  25  to  30  per- 
cent of  the  vote  in  the  Moscow  and  Pet- 
rograd  party  organizations. 

Though  it  only  became  clear  in  hind- 
sight. that  conference  marked  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Soviet  Thermidor,  the  deci- 
sive point  at  which  the  bureaucratic  caste 
seized  political  power  from  the  Soviet 
working  class  (see  “Trotsky  and  the  Rus- 
sian Left  Opposition;  A Critical  Balance 
Sheet,”  Spartacist  [English-language  edi- 
tion] No.  56.  Spring  2001).  From  this 
point  on,  the  people  who  ruled  the 
USSR,  the  way  the  USSR  was  ruled  and 
the  purposes  for  which  it  was  ruled  all 
changed.  The  nationalist  outlook  of  the 
bureaucracy  was  given  expre.ssion  by 
Stalin’s  proclamation  of  the  anti-Marxist 
"theory”  of  “sociali.sm  in  one  country"  in 
the  fall  of  1924. 

In  contrast  to  the  1917  Bolshevik  Rev- 
olution. the  1949  Revolution  in  China 
was  the  result  of  a successful  peasant 
guerrilla  war  led  by  the  CCP  and  People's 
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Libcryuon  Army  (PLA).  which  excluded 
the  proletariat  from  political  power /rom 
the  beginning.  Unlike  the  Russian  bour- 
geoisie. which  was  effectively  destroyed 
as  a property-owning  class,  the  Chinese 
bourgeoisie  was  able  to  survive  as  a 
coherent  class  by  moving  to  Taiwan. 
Hong  Kong  and  elsewhere  in  the  Pacific 
l^im  under  the  protection  of  U.S.  and 
British  imperialism.  Nevertheless,  the 
Chinese  Revolution  was  a huge  defeat  for 
the  imperialists,  as  was  brought  home  by 
the  intervention  of  the  PLA  in  the  Korean 
War  of  1950-53.  which  saved  North 
Korea  from  being  overrun  by  the  Ameri* 
can  imperialists  and  their  South  Korean 
puppet  regime. 

The  Bankruptcy  of  Maoism 

Marked  by  extreme  voluntarism  and 
economic  adventurism.  Maoist  rule 
sought  to  transform  impoverished  China 
into  a "socialist”  world  power  through 
economic  autarky  within  the  framework 
of  a bureaucratically  centralized  econ- 
omy. Contained  in  this  nationalist  per- 
spective were  the  seeds  of  the  bureauc- 
racy’s implementation  of  "market  reforms" 
under  Deng  Xiaoping,  who  also  sought 
• great  power"  status  for  China.  Today,  the 
core  of  the  bureaucracy  retains  no  subjec- 
tive commitment  to  a socialist  order;  it 
preserves  collectivized  property  only 
insofar  as  it  dreads  the  proletariat. 

Mao’s  era  was  far  from  egalitarian  and 
far  from  socialist.  The  "Great  Leap  For- 
ward" was  an  attempt  at  forced-march 
industrialization  using  the  unaided  labor 


PerrI/Figaro  Magazine 
"Market  reforms"  foster  thin  layer  of  yuppie 
millionaires,  while  up  to  200  million  migrant 
workers  look  for  jobs. 


in  Afghanistan  in  the  1980s  (see  "China 
and  the  U.S.  ‘War  on  Terror’,”  WV  No. 
776.  8 March).  China’s  anti-Soviet  alli- 
ance with  the  U.S.  was  a crucial  service 
to  imperialism  in  its  drive  to  destroy  the 
Soviet  degenerated  workers  state,  which 
had  been  the  military  counterweight  to 
U.S.  imperialism.  The  anti-Soviet  alli- 
ance also  laid  the  basis  for  imperialist 
economic  penetration  of  the  Chinese 
deformed  workers  state. 

The  current  regime  in  Beijing  preaches 
that  China  will  become  a strong,  modern 
power  through  greater  integration  into  the 
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Contingent  from  Beijing  Workers  Autonomous  Federation 
Tiananmen  Square,  May  1989.  Entry  of  working  class  into  mass  student 
demonstrations  posed  proletarian  political  revolution. 


of  the  peasant  masses.  It  was  exemplified 
by  the  construction  of  thousands  of  small 
"backyard”  steel  furnaces  in  rural  vil- 
lages. This  economic  adventure  ended  in 
total  collapse  and  led  to  a devastating 
famine.  Mao’s  "Great  Proletarian  Cultu- 
ral Revolution”  of  1966-76 — a convulsive 
factional  struggle  within  the  bureaucracy 
launched  by  Mao  to  regain  the  authority 
he  had  lost  following  the  "Great  Leap” 
fiasco— disrupted  the  economy  and 
brought  education  to  a halt.  The  anti- 
proletarian character  of  the  Cultural  Rev- 
olution was  exemplified  by  the  use  of  stu- 
dent "Red  Guards”  to  break  a 1967 
Shanghai  general  strike  led  by  rail  work- 
ers. Faced  with  the  destruction  wreaked 
by  the  "lost  ten  years,”  two  years  after 
Mao’s  death  in  1976  the  bureaucracy 
turned  to  Deng  Xiaoping,  who  initiated 
"market  reforms”  in  the  name  of  modern- 
izing the  economy. 

While  Mao  and  Deng  are  commonly 
portrayed  as  opposites,  they  are  in  fact 
two  sides  of  the  same  coin,  as  was  seen 
with  China’s  anti-Soviet  alliance  with 
U.S.  imperialism.  After  several  years  of 
nationalist  feuding  between  the  Moscow 
and  Beijing  bureaucracies,  Mao  declared 
in  the  late  1960s  that  "Soviet  social- 
imperialism”  was  an  even  greater  danger 
than  the  United  States.  In  1972,  Mao 
embraced  U.S.  president  Richard  Nixon 
in  Beijing  at  the  very  moment  that  Amer- 
ican warplanes  were  bombing  Vietnam. 
Deepening  this  alliance,  Deng’s  regime 
worked  in  tandem  with  the  CIA  to  aid 
the  Afghan  mujahedin  cutthroats  who 
fought  against  the  Soviet  Army  presence 


capitalist  world  market.  This  nationalist 
dream  is  aimed  at  duping  the  masses  who 
are  increasingly  estranged  from  the 
bureaucracy.  It  also  serves  to  cultivate 
commercial  and  ultimately  political  and 
social  ties  with  the  overseas  Chinese 
bourgeoisie.  From  the  beginning  of  "mar- 
ket reforms,”  the  Deng  regime  made  a 
strong  appeal  to  Chinese  capitalists.  The 
SEZs  were  Initially  established  near 
Hong  Kong  and  Macao  and  along  the 
coast  across  from  Taiwan  with  the  aim  of 
encouraging  investment  from  offshore 
Chinese  capitalists  who  retain  linguistic 
and  family  ties  to  these  regions.  After 
1979,  the  offshore  bourgeoisie  accounted 
for  80  percent  of  foreign  investment  on 
the  mainland,  and  today  still  accounts  for 
more  than  half  of  such  investment.  The 
ties  of  the  offshore  Chinese  capitalist 
class  to  the  mainland  serve  as  useful  con- 
duits for  Western  and  Japanese  invest- 
ment in  China. 

Much  of  the  investment  of  Chinese 
capital  has  been  in  partnership  with  the 
"princeling”  sons  and  daughters  of  top 
Beijing  government  and  CCP  officials. 
Describing  a layer  of  privileged  Chinese 
youth  who  have  studied  overseas.  Jasper 
Becker  noted  in  his  book  The  Chinese 

(Free  Press  (2000)): 

“They  have  been  to  the  same  American 
universities  as  the  children  of  those  capi- 
talists and  KMT  [Guomindang]  officials 
who  fled  to  Hong  Kong  or  Taiwan  in 
1949,  and  they  now  share  the  same  life- 
style and  aspirations.  Many  either  own 
their  own  companies  or  are  in  joint  ven- 
tures with  these  overseas  Chinese  capi- 
talists. They  travel  abroad  and  often  have 
much  of  their  wealth  safely  secured  off- 


shore or  they  hold  foreign  passports.  One 
can  only  speculate  on  what  they  will  do 
with  their  wealth  and  power  when  the 
older  generation  leaves  the  scene  but  it  is 
possible  that  they  may  lead  China  in  the 
political  direction  pioneered  by  Taiwan 
or  Hong  Kong.” 

"Market  Socialism”  and 
Counterrevolution 

The  changing  economic  course  from 
bureaucratic  centralization  under  Mao  to 
"market  socialism”  under  Deng  & Co. 
reflects  a general  tendency  under  Sta- 
linist rule  to  "rationalize"  the  econ- 
omy through  decentralization.  Central- 
ized planning  as  practiced  by  a parasitic 
and  uncontrolled  bureaucracy  invariably 
squanders  economic  resources  and  gen- 
erates obvious  inefficiencies.  Plant  man- 
agers often  willfully  understate  actual 
capacity  so  as  to  be  given  easily  fulfill- 
able  production  targets.  Plan  targets  are 
met  in  quantitative  terms  but  at  the  cost 
of  poor  quality  and  lack  of  assortment. 
Economic  administrators  and  managers 
are  reluctant  to  use  new  technologies  lest 
they  be  penalized  if  these  don’t  work. 

In  his  classic  analysis  of  the  Soviet 
bureaucracy,  The  Revolution  Betrayed 
(1937),  Trotsky  pointed  to  the  inherent 
limits  of  bureaucratic  centralism; 

“The  farther  you  go,  the  more  the  econ- 
omy runs  into  the  problem  of  quality, 
which  slips  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
bureaucracy  like  a shadow.  The  Soviet 
products  are  as  though  branded  with  the 
gray  label  of  indifference.  Under  a 
nationalized  economy,  quality  demands  a 
democracy  of  producers  and  consumers, 
freedom  of  criticism  and  initiative — con- 
ditions incompatible  with  a totalitarian 
regime  of  fear,  lies  and  flattery." 

In  China  under  Deng,  the  bureaucracy 
moved  toward  "market  socialism”  fol- 
lowing the  examples  of  Yugoslavia  and 
Hungary.  Economic  administrators  and 
managers  were  now  rewarded  or  penal- 
ized on  the  basis  of  market  profitability. 
The  threat  of  plant  closures  and  lay- 
offs also  served  as  a means  of  enforcing 
labor  discipline  among  the  workers.  At 
the  same  time,  agriculture  was  decol- 
lectivized  and  replaced  by  the  "house- 
hold responsibility  system,”  i.e.,  peasant 
smallholding.  The  pressures  of  market 
competition  have  inevitably  resulted  in 
the  growth  of  a small  class  of  wealthy 
farmers  alongside  lens  of  millions  of  poor 
peasants.  This  is  the  origin  of  the  massive 


migrant  labor  force,  estimated  as  high  as 
200  million,  which  has  flooded  into  the 
cities  looking  for  work. 

“Market  socialism”  invariably  weakens 
the  collectivized  economy  and  strength- 
ens the  forces  of  capitalist  counterrev- 
olution. In  Yugoslavia,  decentralization 
greatly  aggravated  the  inequalities  and 
economic  conflicts  (e.g.,  over  access  to 
foreign  exchange)  between  Serbia,  Cro- 
atia and  the  other  national  republics,  set- 
ting the  stage  for  the  bloody  fratricidal 
wars  of  the  early  1990s  that  destroyed  the 
Yugoslav  deformed  workers  slate.  In  the 
Soviet  Union.  Gorbachev’s  assault  on 
centralized  planning  in  the  mid  1980s 
under  the  rubric  of  perestroika  (restruc- 
turing) resulted  in  economic  chaos 
and  sharply  falling  living  standards.  This 
conditioned  the  capitalist  counterrevolu- 
tion that  destroyed  the  USSR  in  1991- 
92 — under  the  leadership  of  Boris  Yeltsin 
(formerly  Gorbachev’s  lieutenant)  and 
actively  supported  by  Washington. 

Nonetheless,  many  Chinese  intellectu- 
als and  student  youth  buy  the  bureauc- 
racy’s line  that  the  "discipline"  provided 
by  market  measures  and  the  recent  WTO 
trade  agreement  is  necessary  for  China  to 
develop  into  a modern,  industrial  power- 
house and  for  its  people  to  reap  the  mate- 
rial benefits  of  a growing  economy.  Any- 
one who  thinks  that  the  "free  market"  will 
bring  abundance  to  China  should  look  at 
the  former  Soviet  Union,  where  capitalist 
restoration  has  brought  desperate  poverty 
and  ethnic  bloodletting.  And  intellectuals 
and  trained  technical  personnel  did  not 
fare  well:  after  the  society’s  scientific- 
technical  structure  and  medical  system 
collapsed.  Soviet  physicists  and  doctors 
ended  up  driving  cabs  in  New  York  City, 
if  they  were  lucky. 

If  this  happened  to  the  USSR,  which 
was  a global  industrial  and  military 
power,  a capitalist  China  would  subject 
its  masses  to  far  greater  impoverishment, 
and  its  intellectuals  would  be  thrust  back 
to  their  degraded  status  in  prerevolu- 
tionary society.  Capitalist  restoration 
would  bring  not  only  economic  collapse 
and  immiseration  but  the  danger  of  the 
breakup  of  the  country  and  bloody  polit- 
ical chaos.  Whatever  the  nationalist 
illusions  of  some  Chinese  students,  the 
few  big  imperialist  powers  that  dominate 
continued  on  page  10 
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China... 

(continued  from  page  9) 

the  world  economy  have  no  irileniion 
of  allowing  China  to  become  a "great 
power."  One  can  look  at  South  Korea,  As 
long  as  the  Soviet  Union  existed,  U.S. 
imperialism  acted  to  shore  up  the  Seoul 
regime  as  an  anti-Communist  bulwark, 
allowing  it  to  develop  its  own  shipbuild- 
ing and  auto  manufacturing  industries. 
But  when  the  Asian  financial  crisis  hit 
in  1997.  several  years  after  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  USSR,  the  American  and 
Japanese  rulers  pulled  the  plug  on  the 
South  Korean  economy. 

Beijing’s  “market  reforms"  have  al- 
ready given  the  working  class  a taste  of 
what  capitalist  restoration  would  mean, 
and  it  has  responded  with  wave  after 
wave  of  strikes  and  protests.  The  fight 
must  be  for  a political  revolution  to  estab- 
lish a regime  of  workers  democracy  com- 
mitted to  reviving  the  planned  economy, 
restoring  a strict  state  monopoly  of  for- 
eign trade  and  expropriating  capitalist 
holdings  that  have  made  their  way  onto 
the  mainland. 

A revolutionary  China  of  workers  and 
peasants  councils  would  face  virulently 
hostile  imperialist  reaction.  But  proletar- 
ian political  revolution  would  also  elec- 
trify the  working  class  internationally 
and  demolish  the  "death  of  communism" 
lie  peddled  by  the  bourgeois  ruling 
classes  since  the  collapse  of  the  USSR. 

A political  revolution  in  China,  waged 
under  the  banner  of  proletarian  interna- 
tionalism. would  truly  shake  the  world.  It 
would  radicali/'e  the  proletariat  of  Japan, 
the  industrial  powerhouse  of  East  Asia, 
and  inspire  revolutionary  struggles  by 
workers  and  peasants  throughout  Asia.  It 
would  spark  a fight  for  the  revolutionary 
reunification  of  Korea — through  political 
revolution  in  the  beleaguered  North  and 
socialist  revolution  in  the  South.  Only 
through  the  overthrow  of  capitalist  class 
rule  internationally,  particularly  in  the 
imperialist  centers  of  North  America. 
West  Europe  and  Japan,  can  the  founda- 
tions be  laid  for  the  all-around  modern- 
ization and  development  of  China,  as  part 
of  a socialist  Asia.  It  is  to  provide  the  nec- 
essary leadership  for  the  proletariat  in 
these  struggles  that  the  ICL  seeks  to 
reforge  Trotsky’s  Fourth  International — 
world  party  of  socialist  revolution. 

The  Deadly  Fruit  of 
“Market  Reforms” 

A key  factor  in  the  outbreak  of  labor 
protest  over  the  last  three  years  was 
the  decision  of  the  CCP’s  I5th  National 
Congress  in  1997  to  privatize  a number 
of  small  and  medium-sized  concerns  and 
to  subject  many  larger  state-owned  enter- 
prises to  market  measures.  It  is  these 
enterprises  themselves  and  not  the  cen- 
tral government  that  have  historically 
been  responsible  for  providing  workers 
with  social  benefits.  When  enterprises 
are  declared  "bankrupt”  or  even  face  sig- 
nificant cuts  in  subsidies,  it  is  not  only 


the  workers’ jobs  that  are  at  risk  but  also 
benefits  like  medical  insurance.  The  cen- 
tralized pension  system  established  in 
1995  is  so  underfunded  that  it  is  often 
unable  to  pay  workers’  pensions,  provok- 
ing much  of  the  current  labor  protest. 

Official  corruption  greatly  aggravates 
the  workers’  plight.  Many  of  the  aging 
industrial  plants  are  declared  bankrupt 
only  to  have  the  former  managers  steal 
the  assets  or  sell  off  the  property  to  pri- 
vate investors.  Under  huge  pressure  to 
show  profits,  managers  often  direct  loans 
from  state  banks  not  into  upgrading  pro- 
duction methods  or  augmenting  social 
benefit  funds  but  into  real  estate  and 
stock  market  speculation. 

The  Beijing  auto  workers  launched 
their  protests  after  the  closing  of  their 
plant,  which  had  once  been  part  of  a 
state-owned  company.  After  it  merged 
with  American  Motors  in  1983  to  form 
China’s  first  joint  venture,  Beijing  Jeep, 
the  new  company  seized  much  of  the 


plant’s  assets.  This  caused  production  to 
dwindle  until  it  halted  entirely,  forcing 
5,000  workers  into  layoffs  or  early  retire- 
ment. Now.  Japanese  auto  makers  are 
increasingly  shifting  production  to  joint 
ventures  in  China,  where  wages  are  far 
lower  than  at  home. 

The  Daqing  protests  were  the  result  of 
Beijing’s  decision  in  1998  to  place  many 
of  the  oil  fields  under  the  ownership  of 
PetroChina  Ltd.,  a subsidiary  of  the  state 
oil  company  which  subsequently  issued 
stock  to  raise  investment  funds.  Protest- 
ing PetroChina’s  Wall  Street  stock  offer- 
ing in  the  U.S.  was  an  anti-Communist 
cabal  led  by  the  AFL-CIO  bureaucracy 
and  including  liberal  environmentalists 
and  the  CIA-sponsored  "Free  Tibet" 
movement.  This  had  nothing  to  do  with 
defending  the  welfare  of  the  Daqing  oil 


workers,  whose  benefits  have  been  stolen 
from  them  in  the  interests  of  PetroChina’s 
bottom  line.  Rather,  the  protests  were  part 
of  the  pro-imperialist  labor  tops’  protec- 
tionist campaign  against  the  entry  of 
"Communist  China"  into  the  WTO. 

The  fight  to  defend  nationalized  indus- 
try against  privatization  and  closure  is  a 
matter  of  life  and  death  for  the  Chinese 
proletariat.  This  is  literally  true  in  the 
coal  mining  industry — the  world’s  larg- 
est— where  death  rates  have  reached  as 
high  as  10.000  per  year  and  new  mine 
collap.ses  are  reported  almost  every 
week.  The  horrific  death  rate  is  a direct 
result  of  cutbacks  in  slate-owned  mining 
operations  and  the  proliferation  of  mines 
owned  by  private  entrepreneurs  and  by 
township  and  village  enterprises  (TVEs). 
As  the  Los  Angeles  Times  (23  January) 
reports.  "The  miners  of  yesterday  were 
state  employees,  relatively  well-paid  and 
weil-respected  pillars  of  the  socialist 
motherland.  Today,  more  and  more  are 


working  for  private  mines  with  minimal 
or  no  safety  standards,  subsisting  on  the 
dark  side  of  the  new  economy,  lucky  to 
have  jobs  at  all." 

Workers  in  stale  mines,  which  use  rel- 
atively sophisticated  equipment  and  have 
stringent  safety  regulations,  typically 
receive  at  least  three  months  of  training. 
But  as  the  Times  article  points  out.  pri- 
vately run  mines  rely  largely  on  untrained 
workers,  mainly  migrant  laborers.  With 
no  regard  for  workers’  lives,  private  mine 
operators  carve  out  as  many  shafts  as 
possible,  put  in  fewer  exits  and  run  fewer 
of  the  ventilation  fans  needed  to  remove 
natural  gas  fumes — the  cause,  according 
to  one  report,  of  half  of  the  mine  explo- 
sions. A retired  miner  described  what 
usually  happens  when  the  rare  inspection 
is  scheduled:  "When  the  inspectors  do 
come,  they  are  often  whisked  straight 
away  to  a banquet  and  stuffed  with  red 
envelopes  of  money.  Deng  Xiaoping  said. 
‘Let  some  people  get  rich  first.’  They  got 
rich  all  right,  by  breaking  the  law." 

The  bureaucracy  encouraged  the 
growth  of  the  township/village  enter- 
prises as  part  of  economic  decentraliza- 
tion. Descended  from  rural  industries 
that  accompanied  collectivized  agricul- 
ture. TVEs  are  in  many  cases  "collec- 
tive” in  name  only.  Employing  low-wage 
labor  to  make  shoes,  textiles  and  the  like, 
they  do  not  have  to  provide  the  benefits 
accorded  workers  in  slate  industry.  For 
years.  TVEs  steadily  undercut  state- 
owned  plants  producing  the  same  kind  of 
products,  and  in  recent  years  have  come 
close  to  equaling  slate  industry’s  share  of 
national  output.  Beijing  has  recently 
moved  to  rein  in  these  enterprises,  shut- 
ting down  tens  of  thou.sands  of  unsafe 
mines.  Many  unprofitable  TVEs  have 
closed  down;  others  have  been  bought 
outright  by  private  investors.  A Leninisl- 
Trotskyist  party  would  call  to  restore 
guaranteed  benefits  for  workers  in  stale 


industry  and  to  extend  these  benefits  to 
workers  in  the  TVEs. 

Reports  of  labor  struggle  in  the  TVEs 
which  are  isolated  and  dispersed  through! 
out  the  hinterland,  are  rare.  Not  so  in  the 
Special  Economic  Zones,  which  have 
concentrations  of  modern  factories  and 
are  often  located  near  major  cities  like 
Hong  Kong  and  Guangzhou  (Canton).  In 
April,  more  than  a thousand  workers 
occupied  a toy  factory  in  Guangdong 
province  owned  by  a Hong  Kong  com- 
pany that  supplies  Wal-Mart  and  other 
Western  firms.  The  workers  had  been 
fired  without  pay.  a not  uncommon  prac- 
tice by  SEZ  bosses,  who  act  in  cahoots 
with  local  officials. 

The  capitalists  must  be  driven  out  of 
the  SEZs  and  off  the  land.  This  poses  the 
que.stion  of  forming  workers  and  peas- 
ants councils  to  oust  the  parasitic  bureau- 
cracy. Defend  and  extend  the  planned, 
collectivized  economy!  Expropriate  with- 
out compensation  the  holdings  of  the 
bloodsucking  imperialists  and  offshore 
Chinese  capitalists! 

A regime  based  on  workers  and  peas- 
ants councils  would  reverse  the  current 
regime’s  policy  of  encouraging  private 
property  in  the  countryside,  which  has 
spawned  a layer  of  rural  exploiters  It 
would  prohibit  or  restrict  the  hiring  of 
labor  and  the  leasing  of  additional  land 
by  rich  peasants  and  would  promote  the 
recollectivizalion  of  agriculture.  Thi.s  is 
not  a matter  of  reverting  to  Mao’s  agri- 
cultural communes,  which  were  essen- 
tially an  aggregate  of  backward  peasant 
holdings.  For  the  mass  of  Chinese  peas- 
ants to  give  up  their  private  holdings  in 
favor  of  collective  farms,  they  must  be 
convinced  that  this  will  result  in  a higher 
standard  of  living  for  themselves  and 
their  families.  Thus  a workers  govern- 
ment in  China  would  offer  reduced  taxes 
and  cheaper  credits  to  peasants  who 
joined  collectives.  But  as  Trotsky  wrote 
in  a February  1930  article  tilled  "The 
New  Course  in  the  Soviet  Economy”: 
"The  collectivization  of  agriculture  pre- 
supposes a certain  technical  base  A 
collective  farm  is  above  all  large.  The 
rational  size  for  the  farm  is  determined, 
however,  by  the  character  of  the  means 
and  methods  of  production  being 
applied.  With  the  aid  of  peasant  pIo\vs 
and  peasant  nags,  even  all  of  them  pul 
together,  it  is  not  possible  to  create  large 
agricultural  collectives,  even  as  it  is  not 
possible  to  build  a ship  out  of  a flock  of 
fishing  boats.  The  collectivization  of 
agriculture  can  be  achieved  only  through 
Its  mechanization.  From  this  it  follows 
that  the  general  level  of  industrializa- 
tion of  a country  determines  the  pos- 
sible speed  of  the  collectivization  of  its 
agriculture." 

Trotsky  was  writing  here  in  response 
to  the  policy  of  forced  collectivization 
being  carried  out  by  the  Soviet  Stalinist 
bureaucracy,  which  had  for  years  concil- 
iated the  wealthy  peasants  (kulaks)  to  the 
point  that  they  posed  an  immediate  coun- 
terrevolutionary threat  to  the  workers 
state.  The  problems  of  collectivization 
addressed  by  Trot.sky  are  all  the  more  acute 
in  China  today.  The  vast  majority  of  the 
population  lives  in  the  countryside,  where 
production  methods  are  still  primitive  and 
there  is  little  modern  infrastructure. 

A rational  collectivization  and  modern- 
ization of  Chinese  agriculture  would  sig- 
nify a profound  transformation  of  the 
society.  The  introduction  of  modern  tech- 
nology in  the  countryside — from  com- 
bines to  chemical  fertilizers  to  the  whole 
complex  of  scientific  farming — would 
require  a qualitatively  higher  industrial 
base  than  currently  exists.  In  turn,  an 
increase  in  productivity  in  agriculture 
would  raise  the  need  for  a massive  expan- 
sion ot  industrial  jobs  in  urban  areas  to 
absorb  the  vast  surplus  of  labor  no  longer 
needed  in  the  countryside.  Clearly,  this 
would  involve  a lengthy  process,  particu- 
larly given  the  limited  size  and  relatively 
low  level  of  productivity  of  China’s  exist- 
ing industrial  base.  Both  the  tempo  and. 
in  the  final  analysis,  the  very  realiz- 
ability of  this  perspective  hinges  on  the 
aid  China  would  receive  from  a socialist 
Japan  or  a socialist  America,  underlining 
again  the  need  for  international  proletar- 
ian revolution. 

|TO  BE  CONTINUED] 
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opportunisl  appetites.  The  IG  is  no  less 
cynical.  For  the  working  class  to  boycott 
bourgeois  elections  presupposes  a level  of 
class  consciousness  one  would  expect  in 
a pre-revolutionary  situation  posing  the 
question  of  stale  power.  But  the  IG's  cull 
came  as  over  one  and  a half  million  peo- 
ple. including  large  numbers  of  workers, 
were  demonstrating  in  the  streets  in  sup- 
port of  the  bourgeois  "Republic” — and 
the  rightist  Chirac! 

The  lG*s  macho  phrasemongering  is 
simply  a smokescreen  for  its  fundamen- 
tally opportunist  politics,  posturing  as  the 
militant  in-the-slreets  wing  of  the  anti- 
fascist electoral  "unity”  pushed  by  the 
French  left  in  the  tow  of  the  popular  front. 
While  admitting  in  passing  (in  a 4 May 
statement)  that  "Le  Pen  is  not  about 
to  take  power.”  the  IG’s  articles  on  the 
French  elections  are  full  of  the  same  "fas- 
cism is  around  the  corner”  rhetoric  that 
the  PS.  PCF,  LCR  el  al.  used  to  justify 
"unity”  behind  Chirac.  In  its  4 May  state- 
ment. the  IG  draws  an  analogy  with  the 
1932  election  of  Hindenburg  as  German 
chancellor,  who  handed  over  power  to 
Hitler  a year  later.  But  by  the  early 


1930s.  Hiller  had  lOO.OOO  siormtroiipers 
on  the  street  terrorizing  Jews  and  attack- 
ing trade-union  and  leftist  meetings. 
Since  the  French  proletariat  does  not  cur- 
rently pose  an  immediate  threat  to  the 
bourgeois  order,  the  capitalists  are  not 
about  to  resort  to  fascist  dictatorship. 
While  Le  Pen’s  gains  at  the  polls  will  cer- 
tainly embolden  his  fascist  thugs,  the 
FN’s  success  is  an  electoral  phenomenon. 

This  same  question  came  up  two  years 
ago  when  Jbrg  Haider’s  openly  racist 
Freedom  Party  (FPO)  entered  a coali- 
tion with  the  right-wing  People's  Party 
(OVP)  in  Austria.  Social  democrats 
across  Europe,  screaming  that  Austria 
was  on  the  verge  of  a fascist  takeover, 
mobilized  to  pressure  the  OVP  to  kick 
out  Haider  and  reinstate  its  longstanding 
coalition  with  the  Austrian  Socialist 
Party  (SPO).  While  noting  that  Haider’s 
political  outlook  is  indeed  fascistic.  we 
wrote  at  the  lime:  “In  a situation  in 
which  there  are  no  fascist  mobilizations 
in  the  streets  and  the  main  question  is  the 
participation  of  the  FPO  in  the  govern- 
ment, the  slogans  ‘Stop  Haider.'  'Strike 
Now’  can  only  be  a call  for  extraparlia- 
mentary action  for  a new  parliamentary 
coalition,  that  is,  a ‘more  militant’  cal!  to 
replace  the  FPO  with  the  SPO”  (WV  No. 
730.  25  February  2000). 


Then.  too.  the  IG  posed  as  the  mili- 
tant voice  of  anti-fascist  unity.  Denounc- 
ing us  for  "lulling  the  masses,”  the  IG 
devoted  20  pages  of  its  Iniernationalist 
(June  2000)  to  “proving”  that  Haider’s 
FPO  is  fascist.  So  does  the  IG  think  Aus- 
tria is  fascist  today?  Have  the  unions 
been  crushed,  political  parlies  driven 
underground,  concentration  camps  set 
up?  The  complete  annihilation  of  the 
organized  workers  movement — that  is 
what  fascism  means,  not  the  election  of 
an  ultra-rightist  within  a bourgeois- 
democratic  framework. 

In  weaving  its  pseudo-revolutionary 
fantasies,  the  IG  seeks  to  deny  the  very 
real  obstacles  that  stand  in  the  way  of 
forging  a revolutionary  party.  Thus  it 
simply  equates  LO  and  the  LCR.  falsely 
claiming  that  both  are  "organizing  extra- 
parliamentary support  for  the  'Republi- 
can front’  for  Chirac”  (26  April)  and 
"openly  or  tacitly,  encouraged  a vole  for 
Chirac  in  the  second  round"  (4  May).  In 
an  earlier  posting  on  its  Web  site  (14 
April),  the  IG  lyingly  denounced  our 
open  letter  for  supposedly  granting  "con- 
ditional critical  support”  to  LO,  and 
instead  simply  dismissed  LO  because  it 
has  “applauded  bonapartist  and  racist 
police  demonstrations."  We  seek  to  win 
militants  who  are  drawn  to  LO  on  the 


basis  of  its  stated  opposition  to  the  popu- 
lar front  by  exposing  how  that  is  contra- 
dicted by  its  tacit  support  to  Vigipiralc. 
Where  the  IG  aims  only  to  be  the  "mili- 
tanl”  tail  of  whatever’s  in  motion,  we 
engage  in  clear  and  honest  programmatic 
struggle  because  our  aim  is  to  build  a 
conscious  proletarian  vanguard  party  on 
the  basis  of  the  Trotskyist  program. 

For  the  French  bourgeoisie.  Le  Pen's 
score  in  the  elections — and  the  popular 
rallying  around  the  tricolor  orchestrated 
by  the  reformist  parties — was  a godsend. 
Faced  with  a significant  level  of  labor 
struggle  in  response  to  unemployment 
and  attacks  on  social  benefits,  the  ruling 
classes  of  Europe  seek  to  portray  them- 
selves as  the  democratic  representatives 
of  the  whole  people.  The  more  they  can 
submerge  class  consciousness  under  a 
barrage  of  "national  unity.”  the  easier  it 
will  be  for  them  to  launch  imperialist  mil- 
itary adventures  abroad  and  attacks  on  the 
working  class  and  minorities  at  home. 
Against  the  reformist  misleaders  who 
chain  the  workers  to  the  capitalist  order, 
we  Trotskyists  fight  for  the  class  indepen- 
dence the  proletariat  needs  to  resist  the 
attacks  of  the  bourgeoisie.  And  we  will 
not  let  the  working  class  forget  the  miser- 
able leftists  who  rallied  to  the  defense  of 
the  imperialist  “French  republic  "! 


Cuba... 

(continued  from  page  2) 

inauguration  celebrations  for  Mexican 
bourgeois  presidents,  including  Carlos  Sa- 
linas and  Vicente  Fox,  presenting  this  gro- 
tesque friendliness  as  proximity  to  "the 
people  of  Mexico.”  We  Trotskyists  under- 
stand that  the  nationalist  bureaucracy 
must  be  overthrown  by  a political  revolu- 
tion that  maintains  the  proletarian  basis 
of  the  economy  and  transfers  political 
power  to  the  workers,  led  by  a Leninisl- 
Trotskyist  vanguard  party  around  a pro- 
foundly internationalist  program. 

The  Mexican  pseudo-left  reflects  the 
politics  of  the  bourgeoisie  in  regard  to 
Cuba.  The  reformist  Partido  Obrero  So- 
cialista  (POS)  openly  regurgitates  coun- 
terrevolutionary propaganda,  hailing  a 
pro-capitalist  riot  in  Havana  and  coun- 
terrevolutionary gusano  mobilizations  in 
Miami  in  1994.  and  referring  to  the 
gusanos  as  "the  Cuban  proletariat  in  the 
U.S."  (El  Socialisia.  October  1994).  On 
the  other  hand,  in  this  country  Cuba  is 
admired  by  wide  sectors  of  workers,  stu- 
dents and  even  the  petty  bourgeoisie, 
who  see  it  as  a symbol  of  defiance  to  the 
hated  American  imperialists.  A reflection 
of  this  are  the  campaigns  of  voluntary 
labor  and  aid  organized  by  groups  like 
the  "Va  por  Cuba”  [Go  for  Cuba]  com- 
mittee and  the  tendency  En  Lucha  [In 
Struggle].  However,  without  a revolu- 
tionary. internationalist,  proletarian  pro- 
gram. what  these  groups  end  up  doing  is 
supporting  every  maneuver  of  the  Cas- 
troiie  bureaucracy,  while  adapting  to 


capitalism  in  their  own  countries,  thus 
keeping  the  impulses  of  those  who  want 
to  defend  the  Cuban  Revolution  within 
the  framework  of  Third  World  national- 
ism. Castro  explicitly  represented  this 
outlook  in  his  brief  speech  at  the  Mon- 
terrey summit.  While  pointing  out  that 
"the  current  world  economic  order  con- 
stitutes a system  of  plunder,”  he  said  not 
one  word  about  class  struggle  and  in- 
stead appealed  to  the  imperialists  and  the 
United  Nations  to  "provide  direct  help  to 
development  with  the  democratic  partici- 
pation of  all”  in  the  underdeveloped 
world.  These  appeals  for  imperialism  to 
become  somehow  more  responsible  and 
humanitarian  are  not  only  absurd  but 
reactionary,  because  they  create  deadly 
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illusions  that  the  dictatorship  of  the 
bourgeoisie  in  its  "democratic"  orna- 
ments may  somehow  be  the  agent  of 
social  change  in  favor  of  the  workers  and 
oppressed.  This  lie  ties  the  exploited  to 
their  exploiters  and  leads  social  struggle 
to  a dead  end.  Imperialism  is  not  a pol- 
icy based  on  “bad  ideas.”  but  something 
integral  to  the  functioning  of  the  system 
based  upon  private  property,  extraction 
of  profits  and  the  need  of  capitalism  to 
conquer  new  markets. 

In  the  U.S..  the  pseudo-Trotskyist 
organization  Socialist  Action  (followers 
of  the  late  Ernest  Mandel.  like  the  Mexi- 
can Liga  de  Unidad  Socialista  and  Par- 
tido Revolucionario  de  los  Trabajadores 
[PRTj)  recently  published  an  article 


cheering  Castro’s  speech  at  the  summit. 
They  write  that  “Castro  spelled  the  only 
way  out  for  semi-colonial  countries  like 
Afghanistan,  Mexico,  and  Argentina” 
when  he  said  during  his  speech  that  "Rich 
countries  should  condone  foreign  debt 
and  concede  new  loans  to  finance  devel- 
opment" (Socialist  Action.  April  2002), 

What  all  these  groups  have  in  com- 
mon— from  the  POS  to  En  Lucha,  So- 
cialist Action  and  the  PRT — is  their  illu- 
sions in  reforming  capitalism  and  their 
hatred  of  the  USSR,  the  economic  and 
military  powerhouse  of  the  deformed 
workers  states,  which  represented  a real 
counterweight  to  imperialism.  They  all 
sided  precisely  with  imperialism  in  cele- 
brating the  capitalist  counterrevolution 
that  destroyed  the  USSR  ten  years  ago. 

More  urgently  than  ever,  the  Cuban 
Revolution  needs  international  extension 
to  survive.  To  defend  the  Cuban  Revolu- 
tion also  means  to  fight  for  proletarian 
revolution  at  home  in  Mexico  and  across 
the  border  in  the  belly  of  the  American 
imperialist  beast,  with  its  powerful,  mul- 
tiracial working  class.  The  defense  of  the 
gains  of  the  Cuban  Revolution  necessar- 
ily means  fighting  to  break  the  Mexican 
working  class  from  nationalism,  and 
building  an  independent,  class-struggle 
opposition  to  all  the  bourgeois  parties, 
whether  PAN.  PRI  or  PRD.  To  build  par- 
ties around  a program  capable  of  leading 
the  working  class  in  this  task  is  the  fight 
of  the  sections  of  the  International  Com- 
munist League.  Imperialism  cannot  be 
combatted  with  nationalism!  Defend,  ex- 
tend the  Cuban  Revolution!  For  socialist 
revolution  throughout  the  Americas!  u 
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a deformed  workers  slate.  Includes  preface  from  1973. 
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Fake  Left  Backs  Chirac 


Break  with  Class  Collaboration! 


For  a Multiethnic 
Revolutionary  Workers  Party! 


louruiif  luUc  dtt  Jaw  vOillrplf  J*- 1 

A txislunitc  uvtt  OiiRit  ! 
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Le  Bolchevik 

Paris,  May  Day:  Hundreds  of  thousands  protest  electoral  gains  of  fascist  Le 
Pen.  While  fake  left  pushed  support  for  rightist  Chirac.  LTF  banner  called  for 
class  struggle  against  capitalism,  proclaiming,  "Down  With  Unity  with  Chirac!" 


France: 


MAY  13 — Conservative  French  president 
Jacques  Chirac  celebrated  his  re-election 
last  Sunday  by  declaring  that  his  first 
order  of  business  would  be  stepped  up 
"security,"  a code  word  for  racist  cop 
terror  against  minorities.  The  election 
offered  voters  a pernicious  "choice" 
between  the  racist  Chirac  and  the  outright 
fascist  Jean-Marie  Le  Pen.  leader  of  the 
National  Front  iFN).  It  was  like  being 
asked  to  choose  between  smallpox  and 
cholera!  Yet  virtually  the  entire  left  rallied 
behind  Chirac  as  a supposed  champion  of 
"Republican  values,"  forming  a reaction- 
ary national  front  that  extended  from  the 
Gaullist  right  to  the  “far  left.” 

Far  from  being  a bulwark  against  the 
extreme  right,  this  broad  spectrum  of 
support  for  Chirac — and  his  82  percent 
of  the  vole — will  only  lead  to  even  more 
severe  slate  repression  against  workers 
and  all  the  oppressed.  Chirac’s  “thank 
you"  for  the  support  he  got  from  the 
"left”  was  to  immediately  intensify  the 
Vigipiraie  campaign  of  cop  terror,  dra- 
matically expanding  subway  "identity 
checks"  of  blacks  and  North  Africans 
(Maghrebins)  and  moving  to  reinforce 
police  squads  by  40  percent  in  the  Paris 
subway  system.  He  is  also  shutting  down 
the  Sangatte  camp  for  asylum-seekers 
near  the  English  Channel.  During  the 
campaign.  Le  Pen  vowed  to  load  the 
Sangatte  immigrants  on  a special  train — 
evoking  the  Nazi  deportations  of  Jews  to 
the  death  camps  during  World  War  11 — 
and  ship  them  to  Blair's  Britain.  Now 
Chirac  is  moving  to  gel  rid  of  them  and 
ship  them  anywhere.  This  is  what  the 
“left”  voted  for  in  its  hysterical  cam- 
paign to  stop  Le  Pen! 

The  election  was  preceded  by  almost 
daily  mass  demonstrations  throughout  the 
country  in  which  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  mainly  young  protesters  expressed 
their  outrage  that  a fascist  had  made  it  to 
the  second  round  of  the  presidential  bal- 
lot. Practically  the  entire  left,  from  the 
Sociali.si  Parly  (PS)  and  Communist  Parly 
(PCF)  to  the  fake-Trotskyist  Ligue  Com- 
munisle  Revolulionnaire  (LCR),  pitched 
in  to  help  channel  that  explosion  of  anger 
into  getting  out  the  vote  for  the  rightist 
Chirac.  It  was  the  popular-front  govern- 
ment— led  by  the  PS  and  including  the 
PCF  and  the  bourgeois  Greens — that  pre- 
pared the  way  for  Le  Pen's  electoral 
gains.  From  the  mass  expulsion  of  immi- 
grants to  Vigipirate.  the  popular  front’s 
racist  attacks  helped  make  Le  Pen’s  ven- 
ontous  rantings  "respectable.” 

The  first  round  of  the  elections 
represented  a stinging  repudiation  of 
the  popular-front  government.  Socialist 
prime  minister  Lionel  Jospin  promptly 
announced  his  resignation.  Now.  with 
parliamentary  elections  scheduled  for 
next  month,  the  “choice"  being  offered 
voters  IS  whether  it  will  be  the  right  or 
the  "left"  that  carries  out  more  racist 
attacks  and  anti-working-class  austerity. 
The  electoral  campaign  is  already  cen- 
tered on  the  same  racist  themes  of 
"crime”  and  "security”  that  dominated 
the  presidential  elections. 

Meanwhile,  the  opportunist  LCR  is 
riding  high,  as  the  bourgeois  press  touts 
them  as  responsible  far  leftists  who  ral- 
lied support  to  vote  Chirac  and  save  the 
Republic.  Voting  Chirac  was  the  LCR's 
hoped-for  entry  card  into  the  “United 
Left."  the  new  name  of  the  PS-!ed  class- 
collaborationist  coalition  for  the  parlia- 
mentary elections.  The  LCR  was  report- 


edly granted  a seal  in  the  back-room 
horse  trading  aimed  at  cobbling  together 
this  new  coalition — a process  that  LCR 
leader  Alain  Krivine  calls  "the  recon- 
struction on  the  left”  (Liberation,  4 May). 

Having  helped  make  Chirac  master  of 
the  house,  as  soon  as  the  polls  closed  the 
LCR  staged  a rally  at  Place  de  la  Bas- 
tille, joined  by  the  PS,  to  begin  organiz- 
ing against  Chirac!  LCR  presidential 
candidate  Olivier  Besancenol  put  on  a 
militant  face,  declaring:  "As  in  Italy,  we 
need  to  prepare  a general  strike.”  Such 
prattle  is  nothing  but  a cynical  attempt  to 
maneuver  workers  into  electing  a new 
popular-front  coalition.  Meanwhile,  the 
anarchist  CNT  and  the  Anarchist  Federa- 


tion (FA)  were  also  very  much  part  of 
the  "slop  Le  Pen”  (read:  vote  (Chirac) 
swamp— despite  all  their  talk,  this  time 
in  the  small  print,  against  elections.  The 
FA  carried  a banner  in  the  Paris  May 
Day  demonstration  that  was  at  best  am- 
biguous and  at  worst  social-chauvinist, 
which  read;  "French/Immigrants;  Our 
Country  Is  Liberty  and  Equality!”  "Our 
country”?! 

The  LCR  likewise  prettifies  imperial- 
ist France  as  a bastion  of  liberty  and 
equality,  appealing  for  French  military 
intervention  in  the  Near  East  and  the 
Balkans.  Besancenol  refused  even  to 
defend  soccer  players  from  Corsica,  long 
oppressed  and  persecuted  by  France. 


against  a chauvinist  tirade  by  Chirac 
because  they  jeered  the  French  national 
anthem  at  a May  1 1 match.  "1  don't 
know  if  one  can  jeer  La  Marseillaise  in 
the  French  Stadium,"  Besancenol  told  Le 
Monde  (15  May),  "but  in  any  case  one 
has  the  right  to  boo  Jacques  Chirac.' 

As  the  immediate  “vote  Chirac" 
frenzy  subsides,  a lot  of  workers  and 
minorities  will  rightly  blame  those  who 
stampeded  them  into  voting  for  Chirac, 
Lutie  Ouvri^re  (LO),  an  ostensibly  Trots- 
kyist  organization  which  resisted  the 
pressure  to  call  for  a vote  to  this  right- 
ist— for  which  it  was  reviled,  hissed  and 
booed — could  be  well  positioned  to 
make  gains. 

In  the  lead-up  to  the  first  round,  our 
comrades  of  the  Ligue  Trotskyste  dc 
France  issued  a 10  March  open  letter  to 
LO  (WV  No.  778.  5 April),  which  rec- 
ognized that  its  presidential  campaign 
sought  to  draw  a crude  class  line  against 
the  Jospin  popular  front.  At  the  same 
time,  we  explained  why  LO  did  not 
warrant  even  the  most  critical  electoral 
support: 

"LO  does  not  oppose  the  government 
because  (hey  are  opposed  to  class  collab- 
oration: they  empty  their  correct  opposi- 
tion of  all  Its  content  by  their  taut 
support  to  Vigipirate  and  their  explicit 
support  to  the  reactionary  mobiliza- 
tions of  cops  in  November...  LO’s  refu- 
sal to  fight  against  Vigipiraie  represcnis 
a loyally  oath  to  the  racist  bourgeois 
order  and  to  (he  anti-working-class  aus- 
teriiy  of  the  Jospin  government.  But  if. 
in  its  campaign.  LO  came  out  clearly 
against  Vigipirate  and  the  cop  terror,  wc 
would  envision  calling  for  voting  for  LO. 
without  muting  our  criticisms  of  their 
program.” 

Only  after  the  election  has  LO  "discov- 
ered” that  the  policies  of  the  Jospin 
government — which  LO  helped  put  in 
office — were  racist  and  paved  the  way 
for  Le  Pen. 

LO’s  main  emphasis  going  into  the 
second  round  was  to  appeal  to  work- 
ers who  had  voted  for  Le  Pen  on  the 
first  round  not  to  do  so  again.  But  in 
capitulating  to  the  Jospin  government's 
Vigipiraie/"securily”  campaign.  LO  aided 
the  popular  front  in  driving  backward 
workers  into  the  arms  of  reaction.  This 
election  was  a clear  demonstration  of 
how.  in  the  absence  of  a credible  left 
opposition  to  popular-front  austerity  and 
racist  attacks,  more  backward  sections 
of  the  working  class  can  be  attracted  to 
"radical”  right-wing  demagogues.  That 
underlines  why  the  fight  against  raciNt 
oppression  is  so  central  to  anti-capitalist 
struggle.  Yet  LO's  timeworn  practice  is  to 
capitulate  to  the  existing  level  of  con- 
sciousness of  the  working  class  rather 
than  struggle  against  racist,  sexist  and 
anti-gay  bigotry. 

The  centrist  Internationalist  Group 
(IG).  a small  clot  of  defectors  from 
the  revolutionary  Trotskyism  of  the  Inter- 
national Communist  League,  struck  an 
ultra-militant  posture  over  the  French 
elections,  thundering  (in  bold  print)  in  a 
26  April  leaflet  that  it  was  "necessary  lo 
mobilize  the  power  of  the  working  class  to 
boycott  the  electoral  circus  of  the  bour- 
geoisie" through  "demonstrations  and 
workers  strikes"  on  the  day  of  the  vote. 
Interestingly,  the  “boycott”  line  was  also 
promoted  by  the  cyberspace  political  ban- 
dits of  David  North's  World  Socialist 
Web  Site  (29  April),  who  are  past  masters 
at  cynical  posturing  to  camouflage  their 

continued  on  page  H 
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Carter/Bush:  Two  Faces  of  Counterrevolution 


Defend  Cuba  Against 
U.S.  Imperialism! 


U.S.  Out  of 
Guantanamo! 


Each  in  its  own  way,  Jimmy  Carter’s 
visit  to  Cuba  earlier  this  month  and  Pres- 
ident Bush’s  anti-Cuba  tirade  in  Miami 
underline  the  determination  of  all  wings 
of  the  U.S.  ruling  class  to  overthrow  the 
Cuban  Revolution,  Speaking  for  a grow- 
ing wing  of  the  American  bourgeoi- 
sie which  looks  to  increased  imperialist 
economic  penetration  to  strengthen  the 
forces  of  counterrevolution  within  Cuba, 
Carter  called  for  an  end  to  the  43-year- 
old  embargo.  Only  days  after  Carter  em- 
braced Castro  in  Havana,  Bush  played  to 
a crowd  of  rabidly  anti-Communisl  Cu- 
ban gHsanos  (worms)  in  Miami,  vowing 
to  maintain  the  blockade  with  the  pur- 
pose of  strangling  the  Cuban  Revolution. 

Bush’s  speech  was  not  simply  aimed  at 
helping  his  brother  ride  to  re-election  as 
Florida  governor  on  the  basis  of  the 
$usano  vote.  The  Bush  administration 
itself  is  riddled  with  gusanos,  including 
assistant  secretary  of  state  Otto  Reich. 
Other  prominent  members  of  the  Bush 
team  include  John  Negroponte  and  Elliott 
Abrams,  who  in  the  1980s  directed  the 
CIA-backed  contra  terrorists  in  Nica- 
ragua and  the  death  squad  regime  in  El 
Salvador.  The  Bush  administration  has 
provocatively  used  the  U.S.  military  base 
at  Guantanamo  Bay  to  imprison  captives 
from  the  U.S.  war  on  Afghanistan.  On  the 
eve  of  Carter’s  visit,  the  White  House 
ranted  that  Cuba  was  developing  biologi- 
cal weapons,  a charge  reiterated  two 
'^'ccks  later  by  an  administration  spokes- 
man who  ominously  warned,  “We’re 
thinking  about  the  next  steps”  {Business 
pay.  22  May).  This  is  no  idle  threat.  Cuba 
is  one  of  seven  countries  listed  by  the 
Pentagon  as  potential  first-strike  nuclear 
targets. 

Ever  since  the  government  of  Fidel 
Castro  expropriated  the  capitalist  class  in 
Cuba  in  1960-61.  establishing  a bureau- 
cratically deformed  workers  state,  the 
C S.  ruling  class  has  worked  relentlessly 
to  undermine  the  Cuban  Revolution  and 
re-establish  the  dictatorship  of  the  bour- 
geoisie—from  the  1961  PlayaGir6n(Bay 

Pigs)  invasion  to  repeated  attempts  to 
assassinate  Castro;  from  funding  counter- 
revolutionary terrorists  in  Miami  to  the 
ongoing  economic  embargo.  For  more 
than  three  decades,  the  biggest  obstacle  to 
Washington's  drive  for  capitalist  counter- 
revoluiion  in  Cuba  was  the  existence  of 
the  Soviet  Union,  which  supported  Cuba 
'^'ith  some  $4  billion  a year  in  aid  and 
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World  Youth  Festival  In  Havana,  1997.  U.S.  imperialists  seek  to  overturn  Cuban 
Revolution,  which  has  brought  enormous  gains  to  working  people  there. 
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not  been  optima!  relations  between  the 
two  states.  However,  1 wish  to  state  that  in 
the  four  years  of  your  tenure  as  president, 
you  had  the  courage  to  make  efforts  to 
change  the  course  of  those  relations”  {Los 
Angeles  Times,  12  May).  In  fact.  Carter 
ushered  in  a renewed  imperialist  anti- 
Soviet  war  drive  during  his  presidency  in 
the  late  1970s,  wielding  the  same  “human 
rights”  rhetoric  he  used  in  Cuba.  In 
Angola,  this  Cold  War  drive  took  the 
form  of  a hot  war.  as  the  U.S.  backed  the 
racist  South  African  army  fighting  Cuban 
troops  who  had  been  sent  in  to  defend  the 
left-nationalist  MPLA  regime. 

Carter  and  Bush  are  simply  two  faces  of 
the  drive  for  imperialist-backed  counter- 
revolution in  Cuba.  As  the  Wall  Streei 
Journal  noted  in  a 21  May  editorial: 
“Let’s  remember  this  is  a family  spat, 
between  people  who  disagree  on  the  best 
strategy  for  achieving  their  ultimate  goal; 
bringing  down  the  Castro  regime.”  Upon 
his  return  to  the  U.S..  Carter  affirmed  that 
“the  ultimate  goals  of  the  White  House 
and  The  Carter  Center  are  the  same” 
{Washington  Post,  24  May). 

As  proletarian  revolutionaries  in  the 
belly  of  the  imperialist  beast,  we  fight  for 
the  unconditional  military  defense  of  the 
Cuban  deformed  workers  state  against 
imperialist  attack  and  internal  counter- 
revolution. We  call  for  an  end  to  U.S. 
Imperialism’s  embargo  against  Cuba,  a 
blatant  act  of  war.  and  demand  the  imme- 
diate withdrawal  of  American  forces  from 
Guantanamo  Bay. 


provided  a crucial  military  shield  against 
imperialism.  In  the  wake  of  the  capital- 
ist counterrevolution  that  destroyed  the 
Soviet  degenerated  workers  state  in  1991- 
92,  the  imperialist  rulers  see  their  big 
chance  to  bury  the  Cuban  Revolution 
once  and  for  all, 

The  collapse  of  the  USSR  also  enabled 
the  American  bourgeoisie  to  pursue  dif- 
ferent means  of  promoting  counterrevolu- 
tion in  Cuba.  After  the  Democratic  Clin- 
ton administration  twice  tightened  the 
embargo  in  the  mid  1990s  in  an  attempt 
to  squeeze  Cuba  into  submission,  grow- 
ing sections  of  the  ruling  class  have  con- 
cluded that  such  moves  only  serve  to  rally 
the  population  around  the  Castro  regime. 
Moreover.  American  corporations  have 
found  themselves  cut  off  from  access  to 
the  markets  which  the  Cuban  government 
has  opened  up  to  foreign  capital  over  the 
past  decade.  Divisions  in  the  ruling  class 
over  Cuba  were  evident  two  years  ago 
when  Clinton  agreed  to  return  six-year- 
old  Elian  Gonzalez  to  his  father  in  Cuba 
(see  “The  EIi5n  Case  and  the  U.S,  Im- 
perialist Drive  for  Counterrevolution— 
Defend  the  Gains  of  the  Cuban  Revolu- 
tion!" WVNo.  734.  21  April  2000). 

Carter  is  simply  the  most  recent  and 
most  prominent  of  a string  of  American 
politicians,  both  Democrats  and  Repub- 
licans. to  visit  Cuba  in  recent  years. 
His  visit  was  engineered  to  coincide 
with  the  Varela  petition  campaign  by 
pro-imperialist  dissidents  demanding,  as 


the  Washington  Post  (28  April)  reported, 
“a  national  referendum  to  guarantee  free- 
dom of  expression  and  association,  am- 
nesty for  political  prisoners,  free  elec- 
tions and  the  right  to  private  enterprise.” 
This  amounts  to  a program  for  “demo- 
cratic” counterrevolution.  The  Varela  pro- 
ject. named  after  a 19th-century  Cuban 
Catholic  priest,  was  launched  around  the 
time  of  the  1998  visit  by  Pope  John  Paul 
II  to  Cuba  and  is  led  by  the  head  of  the 
“Christian  Liberation  Movement.” 

In  welcoming  Carter  at  the  airport  in 
Havana.  Castro  proclaimed;  “It  is  no 
secret  that  for  almost  a century  there  have 


Defend  the  Gains  of  the 
Cuban  Revolution! 

In  a White  House  speech  just  before 
his  meeting  with  the  gusanos  in  Miami. 
Bush  ranted  that  Castro  was  a “tyrant" 
who  has  deba.sed  the  “legacy  of  courage” 
dating  back  to  Cuba’s  fight  for  indepen- 
dence a century  ago  and  "has  turned  a 
beautiful  island  into  a prison.”  The  “inde- 
pendence” and  "freedom"  the  American 
imperialists  seek  to  restore  was  60  years 
of  brutal  exploitation  and  racist  bru- 
tality— first  under  direct  American  rule 
continued  on  page  8 
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Former  U.S. 
president  Jimmy 
Carter  greeted  by 
Fidel  Castro, 
May  12.  Carter's 
“human  rights” 
message  is  aimed 
at  fomenting 
capitalist  counter- 
revolution in  Cuba. 


On  the  Hebrew-Speaking  Nation 


Yemeni  Jews  arrive  in  Israel  in  1950s.  Sephardic  and  other  Jewish  immi 
grants  have  been  assimilated  into  Hebrew-speaking  nation. 


To  the  Editor: 

Let  me  say  at  the  outset  that  I think 
your  line  on  Palestine,  as  expressed  in 
"Zionist  Bloodbath  in  Jenin”  (WV  No. 
779).  is  largely  correct.  However  I am 
concerned  about  your  continual  descrip- 
tion of  the  Jewish  population  of  Israel 
as  "Hebrew-speaking  people”  (and  the 
working  class  component  as  "Hebrew- 
speaking workers”).  This  formulation  is 
quite  misleading. 

Modern  Hebrew  has  about  as  much 
social  roots  as  Esperanto.  Based  on  the 
dead  language  of  Ancient  Hebrew,  it  was 
largely  invented  by  Eliezer  ben  Yehuda 
(1858-1922)  as  part  of  the  Zionist  pro- 
ject to  manufacture  a "Jewish  nation.” 
Unlike  the  socialist  movement,  the  Zion- 
ists were  contemptuous  towards  Yiddish 
and  other  languages  the  world's  Jews 
actually  spoke.  If  not  for  the  founding 
of  the  State  of  Israel  in  1948.  where  it 
became  the  official  language,  Modern 
Hebrew  would  be  a mere  curiosity.  As 
it  is,  Hebrew  is  the  mother  longue  of 
only  about  half  of  Israel’s  Jewish  popu- 
lation. There  are  a lot  of  recent  immi- 
grants who  speak  Russian,  for  example. 
Of  course  almost  all  Israeli  Jews  speak 
Hebrew  as  a lingua  franca,  but  so  do 


many  so-called  "Arab  Israelis"  (i.e.  Pal- 
estinians who  still  live  within  Israel's 
official  borders). 

The  bourgeois  media  largely  calls  this 
group.  "Israelis."  I gather  you  avoid  this 
because  you  want  to  distinguish  the  ethnic 
group  from  the  current  political  struc- 
ture of  the  State  of  Israel.  In  this  case 


you  should  just  call  them  "Jews.”  The 
only  reason  I can  see  for  you  to  avoid 
this  is  because  of  the  religious  connota- 
tion. However  religion  is  the  only  com- 
mon denominator  (apart  from  a distant 
and  dilute  “Semitic"  ancestry),  whether 
it  is  personally  held  or  a matter  of  family 
tradition. 

This  opens  up  a can  of  worms.  1 feel 
that  your  use  of  this  formulation. 
"Hebrew-speaking  people,”  concedes  to 
the  Zionists  in  regards  to  the  all- 
important  "facts  on  the  ground."  They 
have  not  yet  created  the  homogenous 
“nation  state”  this  implies.  In  this  cur- 
rent article,  you  oversimplify  the  Israel- 
Palestinian  question  as  a classic  case 
of  interpenetrated  peoples  with  both 
deserving  the  right  of  national  self- 
determination.  You  criticise  the  PLO  for 
treating  Jews  as  a religious  minority 
instead  of  a nationality,  yet  (as  I have 
said)  religion  is  the  common  denomina- 
tor. (The  PLO  has.  in  fact,  occasionally 
used  the  slogan  of  a "binational  state" — 
see  Edward  Said.  The  Politics  of  Dispos- 
session.) What  makes  this  different  from 
the  classic  case  of  interpenetrated  peoples 
(like  the  Balkans)  is  that  the  Zionists  have 
deliberately  kept  on  interposing  their 
"Jewish  nation”  and  forcing  out  the 
Arabs,  up  to  the  present  day  with  mass 
immigration  and  the  settlements  in  the 
Occupied  Territories.  What  makes  them 


different  from  the  Afrikaners  in  South 
Africa  or  the  French  pied-noirs  in  Alge- 
ria? Well,  at  least  these  groups  could 
claim  ethnic  cohesion  and  roots  in  the 
land.  This  does  not  of  course  justify  “dh. 
nic  cleansing,”  however  bloodless.  But 
there  is  also  no  justification  to  worship 
the  fait  accompli  of  a Jewish  nation— 
especially  when  this  has  not  fully  been 
accomplished.  Unfortunately  I have  to 
conclude  without  providing  a solution.  I 
don’t  support  the  Arab  naiionali.sm  pro- 
moted  by  the  PLO,  but  your  critique 
glosses  over  this  complex  issue.  All  this 
might  seem  overly  theoretical  when  there 
is  blood  on  the  streets,  but  when  the  only 
"practical”  alternatives  on  offer  are  sui- 
cide bombings  on  one  hand  and  mechan- 
ised murder  on  the  other,  a little  rational- 
ity  is  not  misplaced. 

NiullC. 

WV  replies: 

As  Niall  C.’s  concluding  paragraph 
makes  clear,  his  difference  is  not  simply 
terminological.  He  denies  that  the  exis- 
tence of  a Hebrew-speaking  nation  is  an 
accomplished  fact  or  that  Israel/Pulestinc 
is  a "classic  case  of  interpenetrated  peo- 
ples.” On  this  basis,  he  would  obviously 
also  disagree  with  our  insistence  that 
both  the  Hebrew-speaking  and  Palestin- 
ian Arab  peoples  have  the  right  to  self- 
determination  and  that  these  conflicting 
national  rights  can  only  be  equitably 
realized  through  Arab/Hebrew  workers 
revolution  and  the  creation  of  a socialist 
federation  of  the  Near  East. 

To  begin  with  basic  considerations,  a 
common  language  is  one  of  the  defin- 
ing characteristics  of  a nation,  though 
not  the  sole  one.  Indeed,  in  places  like 
Serbia,  Croatia  and  Bosnia-Hercegovina 
in  the  former  Yugoslavia,  distinctive  re- 
ligions. cultures  and  histories  within 
the  context  of  a more  or  less  common 
language  constitute  defining  differences. 
In  the  case  of  Israel — an  exclusivist, 
semi-theocratic  state — religion  and  lan- 
guage overlap.  But  to  speak  of  a "Jew  ish 
nation”  tacitly  accepts  the  claim  of  the 
Zionists  (and  anti-Semites)  that  Israel  is 
the  "Jewish  state.”  which  speaks  for  and 
has  (or  should  have)  the  loyalty  of  Jews 
everywhere. 

The  existence  of  a Hebrew-speaking 
nation  in  Israel — as  distinct  from  the 
Jewish  people  in  the  U.S.,  Russia  or  else- 
where— is  an  accomplished  fact.  As  we 
detailed  in  some  depth  in  our  two-part 
continued  on  page  10 
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Political  Revolution  and 
Defense  of  the  Workers  State 

In  the  1938  Transitional  Program,  the 
founding  document  of  the  Fourth  Interna- 
tional, Leon  Trotsky  motivated  the  need  for 
the  Soviet  proletariat  to  sweep  away  the  Sta- 
linist bureaucracy.  The  Stalinists'  betrayals 
of  proletarian  revolution  internationally  and 
attempts  to  appease  world  imperialism  in 
the  name  of  "socialism  in  one  country" 
ultimately  led  to  the  counterrevolutionary 
destruction  of  the  USSR  in  1991-92.  Today 
in  China,  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy's  "market  reforms"  increasingly  embolden  the 
imperialists  and  strengthen  the  forces  of  domestic  counterrevolution.  This  poses  point- 
blank  the  need  to  forge  a Leninist-Trotskyist  party  that  can  lead  the  combative  proletar- 
iat in  a political  revolution  to  oust  the  Beijing  bureaucracy  and  defend  and  extend  the 
gains  of  the  1949  Revolution. 

The  Soviet  Union  emerged  from  the  October  revolution  as  a workers’  state.  State 
ownership  of  the  means  of  production,  a necessary  prerequisite  to  socialist  develop- 
ment. opened  up  the  possibility  of  rapid  growth  of  the  productive  forces.  But  the  appa- 
ratus of  the  workers*  state  underwent  a complete  degeneration  at  the  same  time:  it  was 
transformed  from  a weapon  of  the  working  class  into  a weapon  of  bureaucratic  vio- 
lence against  the  working  class,  and  more  and  more  a weapon  for  the  sabotage  of  the 
country’s  economy.  The  bureaucratization  of  a backward  and  isolated  workers’  state 


and  the  transformation  of  the  bureaucracy  into  an  all-powerful  privileged  caste  consti- 
tute the  most  convincing  refutation — not  only  theoretically  but  this  time  practically — of 
the  theory  of  socialism  in  one  country. 

The  USSR  thus  embodies  terrific  contradictions.  But  it  still  remains  a degenerated 
workers'  state.  Such  is  the  social  diagnosis.  The  political  prognosis  has  an  alternative 
character:  either  the  bureaucracy,  becoming  ever  more  the  organ  of  the  world  bourgeoi- 
sie in  the  workers’  state,  will  overthrow  the  new  forms  of  property  and  plunge  the 
country  back  into  capitalism;  or  the  working  class  will  crush  the  bureaucracy  and  open 
the  way  to  socialism. 

— Leon  Trotsky,  "The  Death  Agony  of  Capitalism  and  the 
Tasks  of  the  Fourth  International”  (1938) 
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Public  Meeting:  Mumia’s  Lawyer  Speaks 

Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! 
Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty! 


Saturday,  June  8,  7:30  p.m. 

Earth  Sciences  Centre  Auditorium,  5 Bancroft  Avenue,  University  of  Toronto 
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Friends  of  MOVE 

Angola  3 Support  Committee 

International  Bolshevik  Tendency 

Anti-Racist  Action 

New  Socialist  Group 

Brock  Socialists 

Ontario  Coalition  Against  Poverty 

Committee  to  Stop  Targeted  Policing 

Socialist  Action 

CURE  Local  1230 

Socialist  Alternative 

CURE  Toronto  District  Council 

Trotskyist  League/Ugue  trotskyste 
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Spartacus  Youth  Club  Class  Series 


BAY  AREA 


Alternate  Saturdays,  2 p.m. 
June  1 : Black  Oppression  >s  the 
Bedrock  of  Racist  American 
Capitalism— Finish  the  Civil  War! 
For  Black  Liberation  Through 
Proletarian  Revolution! 

1634  Telegraph.  3rd  Floor,  Oakland 
Information  and  readings:  (510)  839-0051 


LOS  ANGELES 


Alternate  Saturdays,  2 p.m. 
June  1 : Defend  China  Against 
Imperialism,  Counterrevolution! 
For  Workers  Political  Revolution! 

3806  Beverly  Blvd.,  Suite  215 
Information  and  readings:  (213)  380-8239 
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French  Trotskyists  on  Legislative  Elections: 


Why  We  Still  Don’t  Call  for  a 
Vote  to  Lutte  Ouvriere 


May  27 — Jacques  Chirac  was  re-elecled 
president  of  France  earlier  this  month 
with  the  support  of  virtually  the  entire 
left,  who  rallied  behind  this  open  rightist 
as  a supposed  champion  of  “Republican 
values"  against  fascist  National  Front 
candidate  Jean-Marie  Le  Pen.  Taking  a 
page  from  Le  Pen’s  book.  Chirac’s  first 
order  of  business  was  to  declare  that  his 
top  priority  will  be  fighting  “crime,” 
ratcheting  up  racist  cop  terror  in  largely 
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black  and  North  African  ghettos.  His  new 
interior  minister.  Nicolas  Sarkozy,  under- 
lined the  point  by  accompanying  a con- 
tingent of  riot  cops  on  a nighttime  show 
of  force  in  minority  and  working-class 
neighborhoods  outside  Paris.  Meanwhile, 
the  popular-front  coalition  of  the  Social- 
ist Party  (PS),  the  Communist  Party 
(PCF)  and  the  bourgeois  Greens,  which 
until  a few  weeks  ago  was  the  gov- 
ernment. complains  that  Chirac  is  taking 
credit  for  “security”  measures,  such  as 
the  “Vigipirate”  campaign  of  racist  cop 
terror,  that  they  introduced  when  they 
were  in  power. 

France  today  offers  a striking  dem- 
onstration of  the  reality  of  bourgeois 
“democracy."  an  electoral  shell  game  in 
which  the  oppressed  simply  get  to  choose 
which  overseer  will  wield  the  whip.  In  the 
first  round  of  the  presidential  elections, 
voters  so  decisively  repudiated  the  PS-led 
coalition  government  that  the  Socialist 
prime  minister  Lionel  Jospin  did  not  even 
make  it  to  the  second  round  and  promptly 
retired  from  politics.  Now  voters  are 
being  asked  in  next  month’s  legisla- 
tive elections  to  “choose”  whether  it 
will  be  the  right  or  the  “left"  that  carries 
out  racist  attacks  and  anti-working-class 
austerity. 

The  absolute  independence  of  the 
working  class  from  the  capitalist  class 
and  its  parties  is  the  necessary  start- 
ing point  for  unleashing  class  struggle 
against  the  bourgeois  order.  We  give 
no  electoral  support  to  the  parties  of 
the  popular  front,  a class-collaborationist 
alliance  that  ties  the  workers  to  their 
class  enemy,  derails  their  struggles  and 
poisons  their  class  consciousness.  For 
years,  the  capitalist  popular-front  gov- 
ernment used  terror  against  immigrants 
and  other  minorities  to  deflect  anger  over 
high  unemployment  and  attacks  on  social 
programs.  Mass  deportations  and  Vigipi- 
rate put  wind  in  the  sails  of  the  fascists. 

The  prize  for  being  the  most  lying  cyn- 
ics on  the  French  left  must  be  awarded  to 
the  Pabloites  of  the  Ligue  Communiste 
Revolutionnaire  (LCR).  After  mobilizing 
their  forces  to  get  out  the  vote /or  Chirac, 
the  LCR  and  its  youth  group,  the  Jeunesse 
Communiste  Revolutionnaire.  now  pre- 
tend to  be  the  best  builders  of  a “social 
third  round"  against  Chirac  and  even 
deny  they  voted  for  him.  The  audacity  of 
their  lies  is  in  direct  proportion  to  their 
craven  capitulation  to  the  reactionary 
national  unity  with  Chirac,  whom  George 
Bush  himself  calls  his  "best  friend”  in  the 
“war  against  terrorism.”  We  will  not  let 
anyone  forget  the  LCR’s  class  treason. 
Disgust  with  the  LCR’s  line  has  evidently 
caused  enough  turmoil  that  even  its  news- 
paper Rouge  (23  May)  felt  compelled  to 
print  an  outraged  letter  from  a reader  who 
decries  the  “serious  political  error  which 
raises  doubts  about  the  LCR’s  capacities 
to  evaluate  a situation  and  make  historic 


Down  With  Racist  Vigipirate! 


decisions....  1 expect  that  the  LCR  will 
soon  re-examine  this  episode  and  draw 
the  lessons.”  The  LCR  is  positively  ooz- 
ing with  goo  about  building  "a  new  force” 
with  a ten-point  program  which  doesn’t 
even  mention  the  working  class,  much 
less  the  need  for  a socialist  revolution. 
Their  "new  force”  Is  the  old  garbage  of 
social  democrats  who  deceive  the  workers 
with  the  lie  that  "democracy”  can  be 
achieved  through  reforms.  Yet  as  plant 
closings  and  police  repression  in  the  ban- 
lieues  [working-class  and  minority  sub- 
urbs] reveal,  their  “democracy”  is  a dic- 
tatorship of  the  capitalist  ruling  class. 


continue  doing  nothing  serious  against 
insecurity"  {Lutte  Ouvriire,  24  May)! 

By  making  common  cause  with  the 
government’s  "security”  campaign.  LO 
swears  fealty  to  bourgeois  "law  and 
order”  and  demonstrates  how  its  peren- 
nial economism  and  contempt  for  the 
fight  against  all  forms  of  special  oppres- 
sion pander  to  backward  conscious- 
ness within  the  working  class.  In  her  key- 
note speech  at  the  annual  LO  Fete  on  May 
19.  LO  presidential  candidate  Arlette 
Laguiller  never  so  much  as  uttered  the 
words  "racism,”  “war”  or  “imperialism.” 
She  went  out  of  her  way  to  solidarize  with 


later,  in  a 4 May  statement,  the  IG  idioti- 
cally asserted  that  LO  “encouraged  a vote 
for  Chirac  in  the  second  round."  Then  at 
a May  1 7 demonstration  in  New  York.  IG 
founder-leader  Jan  Norden  taunted  our 
comrades.  "LO.  LO.”  while  one  of  his 
acolytes  ranted;  "It's  the  LO  supporters!” 
Such  absurdly  flagrant  lies  have  all  the 
hallmarks  of  political  desperation.  The  IG 
has  been  trying  to  posture  as  the  militant 
in-the-streets  wing  of  the  anti-fascist 
electoral  “unity”  pushed  by  the  French 
left  in  the  tow  of  the  popular  front — beat- 
ing the  drums  for  mass  mobilizations, 
even  for  “demonstrations  and  workers 
strikes”  to  “boycott”  the  second  round  of 
voting.  While  admitting  in  passing  (in  its 
4 May  statement)  that  “Le  Pen  is  not 
about  to  take  power,”  the  IG's  articles  are 
full  of  the  same  “fascism  is  around  the 


corner”  rhetoric — with  analogies  to  Adolf 
Hitler  in  Germany.  Marshal  Retain  in 
France,  etc. — that  the  French  "left"  used 
to  justify  lining  up  behind  Chirac. 

As  we  remarked  in  “France:  Fake  Left 
Backs  Chirac”  {WV  No.  781,  17  May), 
the  IG  pushed  the  same  line  in  the  case 
of  Austria  two  years  ago.  when  Jdrg 
Haider’s  openly  racist  Freedom  Party 
(FPO)  entered  a coalition  with  the  right- 
wing  People's  Party  (OVP).  Social  demo- 
crats across  Europe  screamed  that  Austria 
was  on  the  verge  of  a fascist  takeover  and 
mobilized  to  pressure  the  OVP  to  kick  out 
Haider  and  reinstate  its  longstanding 
coalition  with  the  Austrian  Socialist  Party 
(SPO).  Then.  too.  the  IG  posed  as  the  mil- 
itant voice  of  anti-fascist  unity,  devoting 
20  pages  of  its  Internationalist  (June 
2000)  to  “proving”  that  Haider’s  FPO  is 
fascist.  “So  does  the  IG  think  Austria  is 
fascist  today?"  we  challenged  them  in  our 
last  article.  Unable  to  answer  this  ques- 
tion, these  liars  and  charlatans  instead 
sputter  and  fume. 

Haider’s  political  outlook  is  indeed 
fascistic.  But  the  FPO’s  rise  is  essen- 
tially an  electoral  phenomenon.  Like- 
wise. while  Le  Pen’s  gains  at  the  polls 
have  triggered  a sharp  shift  to  the  right  in 
the  bourgeois  political  spectrum  and  are 
sure  to  further  embolden  his  fascist 
thugs,  the  National  Front’s  current  suc- 
cess is  mainly  an  electoral  phenomenon. 
Indeed,  if  fascist  terror  against  immi- 
grants is  not  now  rampant  in  France,  it  is 
largely  because  the  popular-front  govern- 
ment was  already  carrying  out  the  kind 
of  program  of  cop  terror  and  deporta- 
tions that  is  the  fascists'  rallying  cry. 

continued  on  page  II 


LTF  banner  at  Paris  May  Day  march  reads:  "For  Class  Struggle  Against  the 
Capitalist  System!  Down  With  Unity  with  Chirac!  For  a Revolutionary 
Multiethnic  Workers  Party!” 


the  "security”  campaign  and  call  for  a 
“humanized”  police — while  bemoaning 
the  fact  that  “flash-ball”  guns  are  so 
expensive  that  not  all  cops  will  be  given 
them!  Meanwhile,  the  only  criticism  the 
LCR  makes  of  LO  in  their  legislative 
campaign  is  that  they  are  “sectarian”  for 
refusing  a joint  slate:  not  one  word 
against  LO’s  pandering  to  the  pro-cop 
vote  and  capitulation  to  the  racist  secur- 
ity campaign! 

In  a 14  April  posting  on  its  Web  site, 
the  centrist  Internationalist  Group  (IG).  a 
handful  of  defectors  from  our  Trotskyist 
program  in  the  mid  1990s.  raved  that  we 
had  supposedly  extended  "conditional 
critical  support”  to  LO.  A few  weeks 


Lutte  Ouvriere  (LO).  a group  claiming 
to  be  Trotskyist,  sought  during  the  presi- 
dential elections  to  draw  a crude  class 
line  against  the  popular  front  by  refusing 
to  cal!  for  a vote  to  Jospin.  However.  LO’s 
stated  opposition  to  the  government  was 
belied  by  its  refusal  to  oppose  Vigipirate 
and  by  its  explicit  support  to  reactionary 
cop  mobilizations  last  fall.  Our  comrades 
of  the  Ligue  Trotskyste  de  France  (LTF) 
refused  to  give  LO  even  the  most  critical 
support,  while  declaring  in  an  open  letter 
to  LO:  “If.  In  its  campaign.  LO  came  out 
clearly  against  Vigipirate  and  the  cop  ter- 
ror. we  would  envision  calling  for  voting 
for  LO,  without  muting  our  criticisms  of 
their  program"  (WV  No.  778,  5 April). 

Under  the  pressure  of  events.  LO  has 
zigzagged  sharply.  With  mass  protests 
sweeping  France  following  Le  Pen’s 
first-round  electoral  success.  LO  stood 
up  to  considerable  pressure — even  vilifi- 
cation—for  its  refusal  to  join  the  chorus 
calling  for  a vote  to  Chirac  in  the  second 
round.  After  Chirac’s  re-election.  LO 
continued  briefly  to  strike  a left  posture, 
stating  that  the  policies  of  the  Jospin 
government  had  been  racist  and  had 
paved  the  way  for  Le  Pen — something 
they  never  deigned  to  admit  when  the 
popular  front  was  in  power.  But  LO 
quickly  lurched  back  to  the  right,  contin- 
uing— and  deepening — its  embrace  of 
the  campaign  for  "security.”  a code  word 
for  cop  terror.  When  Sarkozy  announced 
that  cops  in  minority  housing  projects 
would  be  armed  with  guns  that  fire  golf- 
ball-sized  rubber  bullets  ("flash-balls”), 
even  the  thoroughly  reformist  PCF  de- 
nounced the  move.  But  not  LO,  which 
called  it  “an  electoral  trick  in  order  to 
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WTO  Entry  Extends  Imperialist  Penetration 


Workers  Protests 


Pan  One  of  this  article,  which 
we  conclude  here,  appeared  in 
No.  781  (17  May). 


PART  TWO 


In  refuting  the  Stalinist  doc- 
trine of  "building  socialism  in 
one  country”  Bolshevik  leader 
Leon  Trotsky  emphasized  that  the 
threat  to  the  Soviet  Union  posed 
by  the  forces  of  imperialism  was 
not  just  military  but  even  more 
fundamentally  economic: 

“The  capitalist  world  shows  us 
by  its  export  and  import  figures 
that  it  has  other  instruments  of 
persuasion  than  those  of  mili- 
tary intervention.  To  the  extent 
that  productivity  of  labor  and  the 
productivity  of  a social  system 
as  a whole  are  measured  on  the 
market  by  the  correlation  of 
prices,  it  is  not  so  much  military 
intervention  as  the  intervention 
of  cheaper  capitalist  commod- 
ities that  constitutes  perhaps  the 
greatest  immediate  menace  to 
Soviet  economy" 

— The  Third 

Iniernaiional  After 
(1928) 

Indeed,  the  unremitting  military 
and  economic  pressure  of  world 
imperialism  brought  about  the 
demise  of  the  Soviet  degener- 
ated workers  state,  which  was 
destroyed  by  capitalist  counter- 
revolution in  1991-92. 

The  main  weapon  available  to  a 
nationally  isolated  and  relative- 
ly economically  backward  work- 
ers state  against  the  interven- 
tion of  cheaper  goods  is  the 
state  monopoly  of  foreign  trade — 
i.e.,  the  strict  control  of  imports  and 
exports  by  the  government.  However,  the 
moves  toward  decentralization  of  China’s 
planned,  collectivized  economy  by  Deng 
Xiaoping  and  his  successors  have  led  to  a 
breaking  down  of  the  state  monopoly  of 
foreign  trade.  Thousands  of  large  state- 
owned  enterprises  (as  well  as  foreign 
firms  and  Joint  ventures)  have  been  given 
a wide  latitude  to  import  raw  materials 
and  equipment.  The  Beijing  regime  has 
sought  to  protect  state-owned  industry 
and  also  small-scale  peasant  agriculture 
from  the  full  force  of  foreign  capitalist 
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Laid-off  factory  workers  protest  in  northeastern  city  of  Liaoyang  this  March. 
Unemployment  has  risen  dramatically  in  China’s  “rust  belt.” 


rate  of  unemployment  at  around 
9-10  percent.  The  rate  in  the  “rust 
belt”  cities  is  commonly  put  at  25 
percent.  Unlike  in  capitalist  soci- 
eties, China’s  state  industries  are 
supposed  to  maintain  benefits  for 
laid-off  workers;  no  one  is  being 
kicked  out  of  their  subsidized 
housing.  But  there  is  enormous 
pressure  for  state  enterprises  to 
cut  back  on  such  benefits,  as  over- 
seas bankers  demand  that  the  cen- 
tral government  stop  bailing  out 
these  companies. 

It  is  among  the  peasantry  that 
the  WTO  may  take  its  greatest  toll, 
as  import  duties  are  sharply  re- 
duced on  foreign  produce.  Some 
estimate  that  as  many  as  40  mil- 
lion Chinese  peasants  would  be 
displaced  if  WTO  strictures  are 
enforced.  Given  China’s  back- 
ward agricultural  techniquev 
even  relatively  well-off  farmers 
will  not  be  able  to  compete  \sith 
produce  imported  from  advanced 
capitalist  countries.  The  poorer 
northern  and  western  regions, 
which  include  most  of  China’s 
ethnic  minorities,  would  be  par- 
ticularly hard  hit,  aggravating 
the  yawning  gap  in  living  stan- 
dards between  the  rural  hinterland 
and  the  booming  eastern  coast- 
al regions.  Moreover,  with  local 
officials  charged  with  raising 
funds  for  public  services  since  the 
mid  1980s,  the  rural  population  is 
subjected  to  extortionate  taxes 
and  specially  incuned  fees,  which 
also  help  fill  the  pockets  of  thiev- 


industry.  with  its  relatively  low  productiv- 
ity of  labor,  cannot  compete  on  the  world 
market.  By  abandoning  the  state  monop- 
oly of  foreign  trade,  the  Beijing  bureau- 
cracy is  opening  the  mainland’s  economy 
to  even  greater  imperialist  pressures. 

With  China’s  recent  entry  into  the 
World  Trade  Organization  (WTO).  West- 
ern and  Japanese  imperialists  demand 
that  China’s  remaining  trade  barriers 
be  eliminated  or  radically  reduced.  Bei- 
jing is  for  the  first  time  granting  a foreign 
bank — America’s  Citibank — the  right 
to  provide  foreign-currency  reserves  to 
domestic  customers.  The  regime  has 
promised  to  eventually  drop  all  restric- 
tions against  foreign  banks  offering  local 
currency  services  to  Chinese  customers. 
These  moves  would  provide  Western 
and  Japanese  bankers  points  of  direct 
contact  on  the  mainland  with  entre- 
preneurs, rural  businessmen  and  other 
capitalist-restorationist  forces. 

Meanwhile,  the  U.S.  has  adopted  ‘‘anti- 
dumping” tariffs  as  high  as  30  percent  for 
Chinese  and  other  steel  imports!  Faced 
with  U.S.  protectionism  and  seeking  to 
take  advantage  of  lower  Chinese  tariffs 
under  the  WTO  agreement,  a number  of 
steel-producing  countries  have  sharply 
increased  exports  to  China,  causing  reve- 
nues at  the  largest  state-owned  steel  com- 
pany. Baoshan  Iron  & Steel,  to  plummet. 

Regime  spokesmen  openly  declare  that 
as  the  economy  adjusts  to  the  terms  of 
international  competition  stipulated  by 
the  WTO.  the  already  soaring  unemploy- 
ment rate  will  triple  over  the  next  three 
years,  with  as  many  as  ten  million  work- 
ers losing  their  jobs  annually.  Even  this 
may  be  an  understatement.  Western  bank- 
ers and  academics  estimate  the  current 


Beijing:  Some  200  retired  auto  workers  shut  down  traffic  on  a major  thoroughfare  to 
protest  pension  cuts,  March  27. 

Defend  the  Gains  of 
the  1949  Revolution! 

competition  through  tariffs,  subsidies, 
import  licenses,  limits  on  access  to  for- 
eign exchange  and  other  such  palliatives. 

But  these  measures  cannot  fundamen- 
tally protect  the  Chinese  economy  against 
the  dominant  imperialist  powers.  The 
1949  Revolution  that  overthrew  the  Chi- 
nese bourgeoisie  and  ousted  the  imperial- 
ists led  to  the  creation  of  a centrally 
planned  economy  and  state  monopoly  of 
foreign  trade,  which  resulted  in  massive 
social  progress,  including  advancement 
of  industry.  But  against  the  economies  of 
the  U.S.,  Japan  and  West  Europe.  Chinese 


ing  officials.  The  result  has  been 
a wildfire  of  peasant  protests  and  riots. 

However,  the  actual  effects  of  China’s 
entry  into  the  WTO  are  not  predeter- 
mined. The  rules  stipulated  by  the  WTO 
for  trade  among  member  countries,  like 
all  other  international  agreements  be- 
tween sovereign  states,  are  not  self- 
enforcing.  and  are  mainly  honored  in  the 
breach.  Member  governments  formally 
agree  to  abide  by  WTO  rules  and  deci- 
sions and,  if  necessary,  to  change  their 
existing  policies  accordingly.  But  if  a 
member  state  violates  these  rules,  openly 
or  surreptitiously,  its  trading  partners 
have  no  recourse  other  than  retalia- 
tion in  kind  (just  like  in  the  pre-WTO 
days).  Thus  the  European  Union  is 
now  threatening  to  raise  tariffs  on  an 
array  of  American  imports  in  retaliation 
for  Bush’s  recent  increase  in  U.S.  tariffs 
on  foreign  steel  (which  certainly  violated 
WTO  rules). 

Obviously,  the  current  leadership  of 
the  Chinese  Stalinist  bureaucracy  has  not 
joined  the  WTO  with  the  intention  of 
then  flouting  its  rules  and  thereby  antago- 
nizing the  American  as  well  as  the  Japa- 
nese and  European  ruling  cla.sses.  But 
greater  fear  of  internal  social  unrest  may 
cause  them  to  do  that. 

Three  years  ago,  right-wing  Ameri- 
can economists  Mark  Groombridge  and 
Claude  Barfield  published  a book  on 
China’s  then-pending  accession  to  the 
WTO  in  which  they  expressed  skepticism 
that  China’s  leaders  would  subject  state- 
owned  enterprises  (SOEs)  to  unrestricted 
international  competition: 

“The  authors  consider  it  naive  to  think 
that  China  will  allow  SOEs  to  make 
decisions  based  solely  on  commercial 
considerations.  China  has  been  attempt- 
ing to  restructure  its  SOEs  since  1978. 


WORKERS  VANGUARD 


1949  Revolution 
liberated  women 
from  centuries- 
old  bondage, 
symbolized 
by  crippling 
footbinding 
(near  right). 
Present-day 
university  grad- 
uation ceremony. 

Women’s  gains 
are  being  eroded 
by  CCP  regime's 
‘market  reforms." 


Joseph  Abeies  Colleciion 


making  the  attempt  a top  priority  since 
I9g4.  Although  considerable  progress 
has  been  made  in  some  cases,  it  is  clear 
[hat  commercial  factors  are  not  the  only 
considerations:  political,  social  and  dubi- 
ous economic  factors  count  as  well. 
Politically,  some  Chinese  leaders  still 
sec  SOEs  as  a tool  to  protect  slate  lead- 
ers from  hostile  dome.stic  and  foreign 
forces  by  preserving  control  over  strate- 
gic resources." 

— Tiger  by  the  Tail:  China  and  ihe 
World  Trade  Organization  (1999) 

The  authors  voice  concern  that  if  the  Chi- 
nese government  does  not  restructure  its 
economy  according  to  the  dictates  of  Wall 
Street  and  Washington,  "the  WTO  will 
face  enervating  disruptions  and  turmoil 
for  many  years  to  come  after  China's 

accession." 

In  their  own  way.  these  right-wing 
ideologues  recognize  that  China  is  not 
now  a capitalist  state.  The  actual  eco- 
nomic effects  of  entry  will  be  determined 
by  the  struggle  of  the  Chinese  working 
class  and  rural  toilers  against  the  priva- 
tions caused  by  the  "market  reforms" 
instituted  by  the  ruling  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy. A parasitic  layer  administering 
the  collectivized  economy  that  issued 
out  of  the  1949  Revolution,  this  bureau- 
cratic caste  is  acting  ever  more  openly 
and  directly  as  a transmis.sion  belt  for  the 
pressures  of  world  capitalism  upon  the 
Chinese  deformed  workers  state. 

A proletarian  political  revolution  that 
ousts  the  bureaucracy  and  establishes  the 
rule  of  workers  and  peasants  councils 
would  re-establish  a centrally  planned 
economy  and  with  it  a slate  monopoly  of 
foreign  trade.  This  would  necessarily 
mean  pulling  out  of  the  WTO  and  repudi- 
ating or  radically  revising  some  of  the 
other  economic  agreements  negotiated  by 
ihe  Beijing  regime  with  the  capitalist 
powers.  We  are  not  here  advocating  a 
return  to  the  economic  autarky  of  the 
Mao  era.  To  whatever  extent  possible, 
a Chinese  workers  state  should  take 
advantage  of  the  international  division  of 
labor  by  promoting  a high  level  of  both  ^ 
exports  and  imports.  At  the  same  time,  a 
regime  of  workers  and  peasants  councils 
would  face  intense  imperialist  hostility, 
both  militarily  and  economically  (e.g..  an 
economic  embargo).  This  underlines  the 
inextricable  link  between  the  defense 
of  the  gains  of  the  Chinese  Revolution 
and  the  struggle  for  socialist  revolution 
internationally. 

The  Workers  State  and  the 
Monopoly  of  Foreign  Trade 

Some  Chinese  leftists  point  to  the 
New  Economic  Policy  (NEP)  developed 
by  the  Soviet  workers  state  in  1921  as 
a justification  for  China’s  entry  into  the 
WTO  and  the  "market-oriented  reforms" 
in  general.  Such  a comparison  is  false  to 
the  core.  Unlike  the  “reforms"  of  Deng 
Xiaoping.  Jiang  Zemin  & Co.,  the  NEP 
wa.s  seen  as  a temporary  means  of  revi- 
talizing the  economy  of  the  workers 
state  that  issued  out  of  the  1917  October 


Revolution.  On  top  of  the  destruction 
wreaked  by  World  War  1.  following 
the  revolution  industry  was  further  dev- 
astated by  a three-year  civil  war  and  an 
imperialist  embargo.  Most  importantly, 
Lenin  and  Trotsky’s  Bolsheviks  fought 
for  the  international  extension  of  the 
revolution,  particularly  to  the  advanced 
capitalist  countries.  Even  as  the  NEP  was 
implemented  domestically,  the  Bolshe- 
viks dedicated  much  of  their  efforts  to 
building  the  Third  (Communist)  Interna- 
tional— an  international  of  revolutionary 
parties  whose  task  was  to  lead  the  work- 
ing class  in  the  overthrow  of  the  world 
capitalist  order. 

Lenin  described  the  NEP  as  a “strate- 
gical retreat"  from  policies  enacted  during 
the  Civil  War.  when  the  young  workers 
state  successfully  defended  itself  against 
imperialist  invasion  and  counterrevolu- 
tionary While  armies.  Under  "war  com- 
munism.” the  Soviet  regime  requisitioned 
grain  from  the  peasantry  in  order  to  feed 
its  army  and  workers  in  the  cities.  This 
created  huge  resentments  among  the 
peasants,  who  began  to  withhold  grain. 
The  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  in 
backward  Soviet  Russia  had  to  lean  heav- 
ily on  the  peasantry,  which  was  the  over- 
whelming majority  of  the  population.  As 
the  Civil  War  wound  down  and  the  revo- 
lutionary tide  that  swept  Europe  after 
WWI  receded,  the  cracks  in  the  smychka 
(alliance)  between  the  proletariat  and 
peasantry  made  a turn  in  policy  urgently 
necessary. 

To  get  the  economy  moving,  the 
Bolshevik  regime  made  a series  of  con- 
cessions to  market  forces.  Under  the  NEP, 
peasants  were  allowed  to  market  produce 
exceeding  the  quota  they  were  obliged  to 
sell  to  the  state.  Small-scale  industry 
(employing  no  more  than  20  people)  was 
encouraged.  State  industries  had  to  sell 
their  products  on  the  market,  giving  peas- 
ants something  to  buy  in  exchange  for 
their  produce.  Leeway  was  allowed  for 
foreign  investment  in  leased  factories  or 
joint  ventures,  although  imperialist  hos- 


tility largely  blocked  such  investment. 

Crucially,  trade  was  kept  under  the 
control  of  the  stale.  Lenin  and  Trotsky 
collaborated  to  beat  back  proposals  pul 
forward  by  elements  in  the  Bolshe- 
vik leadership,  including  J.V.  Stalin,  to 
weaken  the  slate  monopoly  of  foreign 
trade.  When  Nikolai  Bukharin  advo- 
cated reliance  on  protective  tariffs,  Lenin 
insisted  in  “Re  the  Monopoly  of  Foreign 
Trade"  (December  1922): 

"No  tariff  system  can  be  effective  in  the 
epoch  of  imperialism  when  there  are 
monstrous  contrasts  between  pauper 
countries  and  immensely  rich  countries. 
Several  times  Bukharin  mentions  tariff 
barriers,  failing  to  realise  that  under 
the  circumstances  indicated  any  of  the 
wealthy  industrial  countries  can  com- 
pletely break  down  such  tariff  barriers,  To 
do  this  it  will  be  sufficient  for  it  to  intro- 
duce an  export  bounty  to  encourage  the 
export  to  Russia  of  goods  upon  which  we 
have  irnposed  high  import  duties.  All  of 
the  industrial  countries  have  more  than 
enough  money  for  this  purpose,  and  by 
means  of  such  a measure  any  of  them 
could  easily  ruin  our  home  industry. 
"Consequently,  all  Bukharin’s  arguments 
about  the  tariff  system  would  in  practice 
only  leave  Russian  industry  entirely 
unprotected  and  lead  to  the  adoption  of 
free  trading  under  a very  flimsy  veil." 
Lenin  concluded:  "In  the  present  epoch  of 
imperialism  the  only  system  of  protection 
worthy  of  consideration  is  the  monopoly 
of  foreign  trade.”  This  fight  with  Bukha- 
rin, who  at  that  time  represented  a small 
minority  in  the  parly,  foreshadowed  a 
similar  fight  waged  by  Trotsky  in  the  mid 
1920s,  when  both  Bukharin  and  Stalin 
were  at  the  helm  of  the  party. 

Industrialization  and 
Revolutionary  Internationalism 

While  the  NEP  succeeded  in  reviving 
economic  life,  it  also  created  a layer  of 
speculators,  small  traders  and  well-to-do 
peasants  (kulaks)  who  were  a corrosive 
influence  on  the  apparatus  of  the  work- 
ers stale.  Lenin  was  alarmed  at  the  dan- 
ger this  posed,  particularly  as  these  lay- 
ers found  voice  among  state  officials 
and  parly  leaders.  One  of  the  last  battles 
fought  by  Lenin,  who  was  incapacitated 
for  a year  before  his  death  in  January 
1924,  was  against  the  burgeoning  bureauc- 
racy that  was  exerting  a conservaiizing 
pressure  on  the  small  proletarian  van- 
guard organized  in  the  Bolshevik  Party. 

As  early  as  April  1923.  Trotsky  warned 
of  the  danger  posed  by  the  “scissors  cri- 
sis" (the  lack  of  sufficient  manufactured 
goods  to  exchange  for  agricultural  pro- 
duce, leading  the  peasants  to  withhold 
food  from  the  cities).  In  early  October,  he 
wrote  to  the  Bolshevik  Central  Commit- 
tee to  demand  that  it  address  the  urgent 
need  for  planned  industrialization  and 
open  a campaign  against  bureaucratism  in 
the  party.  Later  that  same  month,  the  fail- 
ure of  the  expected  German  revolution 
shattered  the  hope  of  the  Soviet  workers 
that  a proletarian  revolution  in  Europe 
would  end  the  desperate  isolation  of  the 
Soviet  republic.  The  demoralization  that 
swept  the  working  class  strengthened  the 
then-ruling  "triumvirate”  of  Stalin.  Zino- 
viev and  Kamenev,  who  expressed  the 
conservative  and  nationalist  outlook  of 
the  coalescing  bureaucratic  stratum, 

A loose  anti-bureaucratic  opposition 
demanding  economic  planning  and  a 
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faster  pace  of  indusirializaticfn  came  to- 
gether around  Trotsky  in  the  leadup  to  the 
Thirteenth  Parly  Conference,  held  in  Jan- 
uary 1924.  At  this  conference,  the  Left 
Opposition  was  bureaucratically  defeated 
by  Stalin  and  his  allies  in  the  triumvirate. 
With  the  benefit  of  hindsight,  Trotsky 
wrote  in  his  1935  piece  "The  Workers’ 
State,  Thermidor  and  Bonapartism”: 

“The  smashing  of  the  Left  Opposition 
implied  in  the  most  direct  and  immediate 
sense  the  transfer  of  power  from  the 
hands  of  the  revolutionary  vanguard  into 
the  hands  of  the  more  conservative  ele- 
ments among  the  bureaucracy  and  the 
upper  crust  of  the  working  class.  The 
year  1924 — that  was  the  beginning  of 
the  Soviet  Thermidor." 

In  late  1924.  Stalin  propounded  the 
"theory"  of  "socialism  in  one  country." 
Initially  developed  as  a rationale  for  eco- 
nomic autarky,  this  anti-Marxist  dogma 
later  served  as  the  bureaucracy's  ideolog- 
ical justification  for  forfeiting  the  cause 
of  proletarian  revolution  internationally 
in  a futile  effort  to  appease  world  imperi- 
alism. As  Trotsky  noted  in  his  seminal 
work.  The  Revolution  Betrayed  (1937): 
"Irresoluleness  before  ihe  individual  peas- 
ant enterprises,  distrust  of  large  plans, 
defense  of  a minimum  tempo,  neglect  of 
international  problems — all  this  taken 
together  formed  the  essence  of  the  the- 
ory of  ‘socialism  in  one  country.’  first 
put  forward  by  Stalin  in  the  autumn  of 
1924  after  the  defeat  of  the  proletariat  in 
Germany.  Not  to  hurry  with  industrial- 
ization. not  to  quarrel  with  the  muzhik, 
not  to  count  on  world  revolution,  and 
above  all  to  protect  the  power  of  the 
party  bureaucracy  from  criticism!” 
Coming  to  the  fore  as  a leading  theoreti- 
cian for  the  bureaucratic  regime,  Bukha- 
rin argued  to  "build  socialism  even  on  a 
pauper  technical  basis”  and  to  grant  ever 
greater  concessions  to  the  rich  peasants. 
In  1925,  he  urged  the  kulaks  to  “enrich 
yourselves.”  a potentially  fatal  concilia- 
tion of  social  forces  that  would  inevitably 
seek  the  restoration  of  capitalism  in  Rus- 
sia. Encouraged  by  the  bureaucracy,  the 
"NEPmen”  continued  to  grow  in  strength: 
at  the  end  of  1926,  nearly  60  percent  of 
the  industrial  labor  force  worked  in  pri- 
vately owned  small-scale  industry,  under 
the  grip  of  petty  capitalists  w'ho  con- 
trolled supply  and  distribution.  The  NEP- 
men and  kulaks  were  demanding  that 
they  be  allowed  to  sell  their  produce  on 
the  world  market  and  to  import  industrial 
and  consumer  products. 

The  bureaucracy’s  increasing  concilia- 
tion of  the  kulaks  led  to  a conflict  of  in- 
terests in  the  triumvirate,  pitting  Zinoviev 
and  Kamenev,  with  their  proletarian  bases 
in  Leningrad  and  Moscow,  against  Stalin 
and  Bukharin’s  pro-kulak  policies.  In  the 
summer  of  1925.  Stalin  seized  control  of 
the  Moscow  party  organization;  later  that 
year  he  smashed  Zinoviev’s  base  of  sup- 
port. In  1926,  Zinoviev  and  Kamenev 
joined  forces  with  Trotsky’s  Left  Opposi- 
tion to  form  the  United  Opposition  (UO). 
The  UO  advocated  the  planned  construc- 
tion of  heavy  industry,  to  be  financed  by 
increased  taxation  of  the  kulaks.  The 
Opposition  also  called  for  a rise  in  work- 
ers’ wages  and  for  the  use  of  economic 
incentives  to  further  voluntary  collectiv- 
ization among  poorer  peasants. 

In  response  to  ■ Bukharin’s  drive  to 
weaken  the  monopoly  of  foreign  trade. 

continued  on  page  6 


Members  of  Trotskyist  Left  Opposition  exiled  in  Siberia  commemorate 
anniversary  of  Russian  Revolution,  1928.  Banner  reads:  “Turn  the  Fire  to  the 
Right—Against  Kulak,  Nepman  and  Bureaucrat— Not  in  Words,  But  in  Deeds." 
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China... 

(conlinucd  from  page  5) 

the  September  1927  “Platform  of  the  Op- 
position” asserted  that  the  stale  monop- 
oly “is  a vitally  necessary  instrument  for 
socialist  construction,  under  the  circum- 
stances of  a higher  technological  level 
in  the  capitalist  countries.”  But.  the  Plat- 
form continued: 

"No  domestic  policy  can  by  itself  deliver 
us  from  the  economic,  political,  and  mil- 
itary dangers  of  the  capitalist  encir- 
clement. The  task  at  home  is  to  move 
forward  as  far  as  possible  on  the  road 
of  socialist  construction  by  strengthen- 
ing ourselves  with  a proper  class  policy, 
by  proper  relations  between  the  work- 
ing class  and  the  peasantry.  The  internal 
resources  of  the  Soviet  Union  arc  enor- 
mous and  make  this  entirely  possible. 
While  we  make  use  of  the  world  capital- 
ist market  for  this  purpose,  our  funda- 
mental historical  expectations  continue 
to  he  linked  with  the  further  develop- 
ment of  the  world  proletarian  revolution. 
Its  victory  in  the  advanced  countries  will 
break  the  ring  of  capitalist  encircle- 
ment, deliver  us  from  our  heavy  military 
burden,  enormously  strengthen  us  tech- 
nologically. accelerate  our  entire  devel- 
opment— in  town  and  countryside,  in 
factory  and  school — and  give  us  the  pos- 
sibility of  really  building  socialism — that 
is,  a classless  society,  based  on  the  high- 
est level  of  technology  and  real  equal- 
ity among  all  its  members  both  at  work 
and  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of 
their  labor.” 

When  the  conciliation  of  the  kulaks 
proved  every  bit  the  disaster  predicted 
by  the  Opposition.  Stalin  moved  to  purge 
his  former  Bukharinite  bloc  partners 
and  implement  part  of  the  Opposition’s 
economic  program.  This  turn  foreclosed 
the  immediate  threat  of  capitalist  restor- 
ation. Having  laid  none  of  the  techni- 
cal or  economic  foundations,  the  Soviet 
state — with  Stalin’s  characteristic  bru- 
tality— moved  to  collectivize  the  pea- 
santry and  initiate  an  adventurous  rate  of 
industrialization. 

In  forming  the  UO.  Trotsky  and 
Zinoviev-Kamenev  had  shared  a theoret- 
ical opposition  to  "socialism  in  one  coun- 
try” and  opposition  to  the  pro-peasant 
economic  policies  of  Stalin  and  Bukha- 
rin. However,  on  the  critical  international 
question  of  the  then-unfolding  Chinese 
Revolution  of  1925-27  Trotsky  and  Zino- 
viev had  fundamental  differences.  On  the 
instructions  of  the  Comintern,  the  Chi- 
nese Communist  Party  (CCP)  was  buried 
inside  the  bourgeois-nationalist  Guomin- 
dang  (Kuomintang).  a policy  which  even- 
tually paved  the  way  for  a bloody  defeat. 
Even  before  the  UO  was  formed.  Trotsky 
had  called  for  the  full  withdrawal  of 
the  CCP  from  the  Guomindang.  This  de- 
mand. opposed  by  Zinoviev  and  his  sup- 
porters, was  not  the  public  line  of  the  UO. 

The  UO  platform  called  for  the 
"revolutionary-democratic  dictatorship  of 
the  proletariat  and  peasantry,”  insisting 


that  the  Chinese  Revolution  could  only  be 
a national-democratic  revolution,  not  a 
socialist  one.  Again,  this  was  at  variance 
with  Trotsky’s  position.  In  September 
1 927,  Trotsky  argued  that  "the  business  at 
hand  is  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletar- 
iat" in  China.  It  was  on  the  basis  of  the 
experience  of  the  defeat  of  the  Chinese 
Revolution  of  1925-27  that  Trotsky  came 
to  generalize  his  theory  of  permanent  rev- 
olution. which  had  been  confirmed  by  the 
October  Revolution:  in  countries  of  be- 
lated capitalist  development,  only  the  dic- 
tatorship of  the  proletariat,  leaning  on  the 
peasant  masses  and  fighting  to  extend 
proletarian  rule  to  the  imperialist  coun- 
tries. could  break  the  fetters  of  political 
despotism  and  economic  and  social  back- 
wardness. In  his  1928  article  "The  Oppo- 
sition’s Errors — Real  and  Alleged.”  Trot- 
sky noted: 

"Last  fall  we  did  noi  explain  aloud  that 
the  experience  of  1925-27  had  already 
liquidated  the  slogan  of  the  demo- 
cralic  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  and 
peasantry  for  the  Chinese  revolution, 
and  that  in  the  future  this  slogan  would 


lian.  who  recently  went  into  exile  in  the 
U.S.  Her  article  "China’s  Listing  Social 
Structure”  (New  Left  Review,  September- 
Oclober  2000)  lakes  aim  at  the  Commu- 
nist Parly  leadership  for  setting  up  their 
"princeling”  sons  (and  daughters)  in  busi- 
ness, calling  this  a "one  family,  two  sys- 
tems arrangement.”  This  is  a play  on 
the  regime’s  policy  on  the  reversion  of 
Hong  Kong  from  British. colonial  rule 
to  Chinese  control  in  1997.  The  policy 
was  dubbed  “one  country,  two  systems.” 
referring  to  the  fact  that  while  political 
power  lay  in  Beijing.  Hong  Kong  remains 
capitalist. 

Some  officials  have  set  themselves  up 
as  exploiters  by  routing  funds  through 
dummy  corporations  in  Hong  Kong  back 
into  the  mainland  as  "foreign”  invest- 
ment. Recently,  there  has  been  a marked 
outflow  of  money  from  the  mainland, 
despite  laws  against  the  export  of  capital. 
The  "princelings”  and  other  entrepreneurs 
often  invest  overseas  via  connections  they 
made  through  joint  ventures  and  other 
dealings  with  foreign  businessmen. 
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lead  either  to  a regurgitation  of  Kuomin- 
tangism  or  to  adventures.  This  was  quiie 
dearly  and  precisely  predicted.  But  even 
here  we  made  concessions  (completely 
impermissible  ones)  to  those  who  under- 
estimated the  depth  of  the  backsliding  on 
the  Chinese  question." 

China  on  the  Brink 

In  China  today,  the  policies  of  the  Sta- 
linist bureaucracy  closely  resemble  those 
advocated  by  Bukharin,  and  then  some. 
The  current  Beijing  regime  has  discarded 
even  the  fig  leaf  of  egalitarian  socialism, 
and  many  of  its  offspring  openly  aspire 
to  become  capitalists. 

One  of  the  most  incisive  Chinese  crit- 
ics of  the  corruption  engendered  by  "mar- 
ket reforms”  is  the  journalist  He  Qing- 
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Bolshevik  leader  Leon 
Trotsky's  The  Revolution 
Betrayed  analyzed  rise 
of  Stalinist  bureaucracy 
in  USSR,  pointed  to  need 
for  workers  political 
revolution  to  oust 
bureaucratic  regime. 


Describing  China’s  growing  social 
polarization.  He  Qinglian  writes: 

“Many  large  or  medium  Chinese  cities 
now  have  wealthy  neighborhoods,  often 
guarded  by  state-of-the-art  security  sys- 
tems. Consumption  too  is  highly  strati- 
fied. Specially  stores  sell  high-fashion 
items  to  the  rich;  street  stalls  offer  cheap 
wares  to  the  poor.  Commercialized  polit- 
ical power  redistributes  wealth  to  an  elite 
now  reproducing  itself  across  genera- 
tions. Members  of  the  middle  or  lower 
classes  are  acutely  aware  of  the  mecha- 
nisms of  dispossession  and  exploitation. 
The  most  obvious  phenomenon  is  the 
contrast  in  the  fate  of  managers  and 
workers  when  a state  enterprise  goes 
bankrupt.  Workers  are  thrown  off-post 
without  the  slightest  compensation,  but 
a former  manager  or  head  of  a factory 
never  falls  into  the  same  pit  of  poverty. 
On  the  contrary,  he  will  often  be  re- 
employed by  the  buyer  of  the  firm's 
residual  assets — not  because  of  his  skill 
as  a manager,  but  for  his  cooperation 
in  disposing  of  stale  properly.  Such 
bosses  display  ever-stronger  anti-social 
tendencies.  The  result  is  a rise  in  terronst 
incidents,  physical  attacks  on  the  rich, 
stoppages  and  sabotage  in  slate-owned 
enterprises — all  manifestations  of  class 
connici." 

This  is  u powerful  depiction  of  a country 
on  the  brink  of  explosion.  But  where  will 
this  lead? 

Many  purported  leftists  advance  the 
anti-Marxist  notion  that  capitalist  resto- 
ration has  succeeded  in  China  and  the 
bureaucracy  has  become  a possessing 
class  in  its  own  right  (a  view  apparently 
shared  by  He).  This  position  is  character- 
istic of  what  passes  for  “Trotskyism”  in 
China,  as  represented  by  the  Hong  Kong- 
based  Pioneer  group  associated  with 
the  United  Secretariat  (USec).  An  article 
in  the  USec’s  Inlernalional  Viewpoint 
(March  2002)  staled:  "The  overwhelm- 
ing majority  of  technocrats  and  bureau- 
crats— the  backbone  of  the  CCP — have 
benefited  handsomely  from  the  resto- 
ration of  a capitalist  market  economy, 
and  they  certainly  see  no  reason  to 
reverse  its  course.” 


Many  in  the  bureaucracy  may  aspire  to 
a place  in  the  ruling  class  of  a capiiulist 
China  for  themselves  and  their  children 
But  this  would  require  a social  counter, 
revolution  that  destroys  the  workers  Mate 
and  creates  a new  bourgeois  state.  Writ- 
ing  of  the  USSR  under  Stalin,  Trotsky 
noted  in  The  Revolution  Betraved:  "The 
contrast  between  forms  of  property  and 
norms  of  distribution  cannot  grow  indef- 
initely. Either  the  bourgeois  norm  must  in 
one  form  or  another  spread  to  the  means 
of  production,  or  the  norms  of  distribu- 
tion must  be  brought  into  correspondence 
with  the  socialist  properly  system"  In 
China,  despite  the  erosion  of  nationalized 
industry,  state  enterprises  are  still  the  core 
of  the  economy.  As  Trotsky  wrote,  the 
bureaucracy  "continues  to  preserve  state 
property  only  to  the  extent  that  it  fears  the 
proletariat.” 

From  its  support  to  the  counterrevolu- 
tionary Polish  Solidarno^d  movement  in 
the  early  1 9H0s  to  the  Yclisin-Ied  counter- 
revolution in  the  USSR  in  1991-92  to 
China  today,  the  USec  has  consistently 
sided  with  the  forces  of  “democratic" 
counterrevolution.  The  USec  has  repeat- 
edly backed  pro-imperialist  Chinese  "dis- 
sidents” who  act  as  domestic  agents 
for  capitalist  restoration,  and  a Pioneer 
spokesman  at  a public  forum  in  Tokyo 
last  November  declared  that  his  group 
would  defend  capitalist  Taiwan  in  a war 
with  China.  Against  such  counterfeit 
“Trotskyists,”  the  ICL  stands  for  the 
unconditional  military  defense  of  the 
Chinese  deformed  workers  state  against 
Taiwan  or  any  other  capitalist  state, 
and  against  any  internal  threat  of  capit.ll- 
ist  counterrevolution.  The  fight  for  pro- 
letarian political  revolution  is  prem- 
ised on  defense  of  the  gains  of  the  I949 
Revolution. 

Beware  “Labor"  Front  Men 
for  Imperialism! 

Throughout  the  anti-Soviet  Cold  War. 
the  American  AFL-CIO  labor  bureauc- 
racy promoted  and  funded  "free  trade 
unions”  in  East  Europe — centrally  Soli- 
darnos'd  in  the  I980s,  which  spearheaded 
the  capitalist  counterrevolution  in  the 
Soviet  bloc.  Today,  the  labor  lieutenants 
of  U.S.  imperialism,  working  through 
such  agencies  as  the  American  Center 
for  International  Labor  Solidarity,  want 
to  carry  out  a similar  operation  in 
China.  They  hope  to  exploit  the  hostility 
of  Chinese  workers  to  the  oppressive  and 
corrupt  Beijing  bureaucracy  by  appealing 
to  "democracy.”  In  the  mouths  of  the 
AFL-CIO  lops,  "democracy"  is  nothing 
but  a code  word  for  re-establishing  the 
dictatorship  of  the  bourgeoisie  through 
counterrevolution.  The  American  labor 
lops  combine  anti-Communist  tirades 
against  China  with  flag-waving  trade 
protectionism.  At  a protest  outside  the 
Seattle  WTO  meeting  in  December  I999. 
which  also  attracted  a wide  range  of 
liberal  and  leftist  youth,  a delegation 
of  AFL-CIO  officials  demonstratively 
dumped  a load  of  Chinese  steel  into 
Puget  Sound. 

The  All-China  Federation  of  Trade 
Unions  (ACFTU),  the  only  union  body 
legally  allowed  in  China,  acts  as  an  arm 
of  the  bureaucracy  to  police  the  workers, 
including  in  the  Special  Economic  Zones 
(SEZs)  where  union  officials  openly  act 
in  league  with  the  capitalist  exploit- 
ers. In  a truly  grotesque  display,  this 
May  Day — traditionally  a commemora- 
tion of  international  working-class  sol- 
idarity— ACFTU  officials  "honored"  a 
group  of  capitalist  entrepreneurs  as 
“model  workers”! 

Workers  organizations  independent  of 
the  bureaucracy  have  begun  to  emerge  in 
the  recent  wave  of  labor  protests.  In  Da- 
qing,  retired  oil  workers  built  their  own 
organization  counterposed  to  the  ACFTU. 
Other  workers  have  tried  to  install  a new 
leadership  in  order  to  transform  their 
ACFTU  union  into  an  organization  that 
fights  for  their  interests.  Any  organization 
which  is  to  defend  the  workers’  interests 
must  stand  in  defense  of  the  workers  state 
and  its  collectivized  foundations.  As  we 
wrote  in  “Chinese  Miners  Revolt  Against 
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•Market  Reforms’”  (WVNo.  735.  5 May 

■ y\  prolctanan  political  revolution  will 
begin  under  the  banner  of  struggles 
against  social  inequality  and  political 
oppression,  as  m 1989,  The  struggle  for 
trecdom  of  the  trade  unions — based  on 
the  defense  of  socialised  properly — as 
well  as  for  ihe  right  of  assembly  and 
trecdom  of  the  press,  will  unfold  as  part 
ol  the  fight  for  soviet  democracy,  for  ihe 
formation  of  workers  councils  opposing 
ihe  bureaucratic  parasites  and  suppress- 
ing counterrevolutionary  elements.  The 
central  question  is  that  of  revolutionary 
leadership,  which  can  only  be  resolved 
by  forging  a Leninist-Trotskyisi  party  to 
bring  revolutionary  socialist  conscious- 
ness to  the  working  class.” 

As  workers  struggles  develop  in  China, 
the  central  importance  of  defending  the 
gains  of  the  1949  Revolution  is  illustrated 
in  the  negative  by  the  history  of  Han 
Dongfang,  who  is  upheld  by  the  AFL- 
CIO  bureaucracy  and  the  capitalist  media 
as  an  ''independent”  labor  leader.  A rail- 
road worker  in  1989.  Han  emerged  as  a 
leader  of  the  Beijing  Autonomous  Work- 
ers Federation,  a key  workers  organiza- 
tion during  the  Tiananmen  protests.  Sim- 
ilar groups  arose  in  city  after  city,  joined 
by  many  of  the  regime’s  own  ACFTU 
unions.  The  entry  of  the  working  class 
into  the  student-initiated  protests  marked 
an  incipient  political  revolution.  Faced 
with  this  proletarian  upheaval,  the 
bureaucracy  was  fracturing,  with  recalci- 
trant military  commanders  refusing  to 


follow  orders  to  suppress  the  protests. 
Eventually,  the  regime  found  units  it 
could  mobilize  against  the  protests  and 
carried  out  a bloody  campaign  of  terror 
aimed  squarely  at  the  workers.  What  was 
crucially  missing  in  the  1989  upheaval 
was  a revolutionary  leadership. 

Forced  to  flee  China.  Han  made  his 
way  to  the  U.S.,  where  he  was  adopted  by 
right-wing  Congressmen  and  the  AFL- 
CIO  hierarchy.  Converting  to  Christian- 
ity, Han  soon  became  a pro-imperialist 
"dissident.”  He  eventually  set  up  shop  in 
Hong  Kong,  where  he  publishes  the  jour- 
nal China  Labour  Bulleiin  (now  available 
only  on  the  Internet),  which  includes  cor- 
respondence with  workers  on  the  main- 
land. The  purpose  he  serves  is  demon- 
strated by  his  regular  show  on  Radio  Free 
Asia,  an  arm  of  the  U.S.  government  that 
broadcasts  into  China.  In  1999,  Han  and 
three  other  Chinese  "human  rights”  activ- 
ists issued  a letter  commending  Califor- 
nia Republican  Congressman  Christopher 
Cox  for  his  “courageous  work  in  promot- 
ing freedom  within  the  People’s  Repub- 
hc  of  China.”  Cox  spearheaded  the  racist 
witchhunt  against  Taiwanese-born  scien- 
tist Wen  Ho  Lee  the  same  year  and  ranted 
that  all  the  tens  of  thousands  of  mainland 
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Chinese  students,  scientists  and  others 
residing  in  the  U.S.  were  potential  "Com- 
munist agents.” 

In  the  guise  of  defending  workers’ 
rights.  Han’s  outfit  and  others,  like  the 
New  York  City-based  "China  Labor 
Watch.”  seek  to  bring  imperialist  pressure 
to  bear  on  the  Chinese  deformed  workers 
state.  They  are  lauded  in  the  West  as  har- 
bingers of  a Chinese  version  of  Polish 
Solidarno^d.  In  East  Europe  and  the  for- 
mer Soviet  Union,  many  workers  bought 


the  lie  that  capitalist  restoration  would 
bring  prosperity  and  living  standards 
comparable  to  the  U.S.,  West  Europe  and 
Japan,  But  it  will  not  be  easy  to  sell  "free 
enterprise”  to  Chinese  workers,  many  of 
whom  have  already  experienced  the  mis- 
eries of  “free  market”  exploitation  in  the 
SEZs.  It  is  telling  that  in  his  service  to 
imperialism.  Han  has  to  resort  to  leftist- 
sounding  rhetoric  in  denouncing  the  cor- 
ruption of  rich  cadres  and  capitalist 
exploitation  in  such  plants. 

The  Struggle  for  the 
Liberation  of  Women 

It  is  no  accident  that  women  have 
played  a prominent  role  in  the  recent 
workers'  protests.  While  the  1949  Revo- 
lution brought  enormous  social  and  eco- 
nomic gains  to  Chinese  women,  many  of 
these  gains  have  been  eroded  by  "market 
reforms.” 

After  1949,  women  were  given  access 
to  education  and  the  right  to  marry 
whomever  they  chose  (and  to  divorce  as 
well),  as  enshrined  in  the  1950  Marriage 
Law.  However,  the  weight  of  tradi- 
tional peasant  backwardness  frequently 
prevented  those  newly  won  rights  from 
becoming  a reality.  Moreover.  Stalinist 
ideology  glorifies  the  family,  particularly 
in  China  where  the  Communist  Parly 
was  based  on  the  peasantry.  Parly  cadre 
assigned  to  enforce  the  Marriage  Law  in 
the  villages  often  bowed  to  the  pressure 
of  peasants  who  wanted  to  maintain  the 
traditional  family  structure. 


Nevertheless,  with  the  establishment  of 
planned  industrial  development,  women 
were  vaulted  into  the  workforce  at  many 
levels,  although  some  discrimination  re- 
mained. The  skills  and  education  they 
achieved  can  be  measured  today  at  the 
mammoth  Three  Gorges  dam  con.struc- 
lion  site,  where  women  as  well  as  men 
operate  some  of  the  world’s  largest  and 
most  powerful  earthmoving  machin- 
ery. One  would  be  hard-pressed  to  find 
this  sight  duplicated  in  even  the  most 
advanced  capitalist  societies.  It  would 
certainly  not  be  seen  in  a country  like 
capitalist  India,  which  before  1949  was 
roughly  at  the  same  level  of  social  devel- 
opment as  China  but  today  remains  mired 
in  hideous  poverty,  barbaric  anti-woman 
practices  and  all-around  backwardness. 

But  today  women  in  cities  like  Guang- 
zhou (Canton)  account  for  only  one-third 
of  workers  in  state  industry,  whereas  pre- 
viously they  had  held  nearly  half  the 
jobs.  In  part,  this  is  due  to  discrimination 
against  older  women.  For  some  years,  the 
official  retirement  age  for  women  has 
been  lower  than  that  for  men.  After  the 
regime  began  encouraging  “early  retire- 
ment” in  1994,  the  age  was  lowered  to  the 
point  that  in  some  large  plants  it  is  now 
42  for  women  (and  52  for  men).  In  large 
part,  this  is  a veiled  form  of  layoffs. 

With  consummate  cynicism,  the  gov- 
ernment’s 29  April  report.  "Labor  and 
Social  Security  in  China.”  crows  that  “a 
total  of  30  cities  so  far  have  carried  out  a 
‘starling  a business’  training  program, 
offering  training  to  laid-off  and  unem- 
ployed persons  who  wish  to  establish  a 
small  business."  This  is  scant  solace  to 
the  vast  majority  of  women  who  have  lost 
their  jobs.  In  the  mid  1990s.  a study  of  the 
economically  depressed  northeastern  city 
of  Shenyang  showed  that  a large  propor- 
tion of  those  laid  off  were  women  over 
the  age  of  35.  Many  have  been  forced  to 
eke  out  a living  peddling  from  street 
stalls.  Predictably,  there  has  also  been  a 
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rise  in  prostitution.  An  additional  dan- 
ger to  women’s  rights  is  the  growth  of 
reactionary  religious  sects  like  Falun 
Gong,  which  opposes  abortion,  considers 
women  inferior  to  men  and  is  rife  with 
anti-homosexual  bigotry. 

In  the  countryside,  where  some  two- 
thirds  of  the  population  lives,  women 
have  suffered  gravely  since  the  decol- 
lectivization of  agriculture  beginning 
in  1978.  While  the  communes  of  the 
Mao  era  were  essentially  large  aggregates 
of  backward  peasant  plots,  women  did 
achieve  a certain  degree  of  equality.  But 
the  division  of  the  land  into  individually 
leased  family-operated  plots — the  first 
“market  reform” — has  breathed  new  life 
into  centuries-old  horrors  rooted  in  the 
traditional  Chinese  family  structure,  such 
as  female  infanticide  and  the  buying 
and  selling  of  “wives."  With  rural  life 
such  a dead  end  for  young  women,  many 
flocked  to  sweatshops  in  the  SEZs,  even 
if  this  meant  toiling  up  to  14  hours  a day 
with  barely  a day  or  two  off  per  month. 

As  we  wrote  in  "China;  ‘Free  Market’ 
Misery  Targets  Women"  {Women  and 
Revolution  No.  45.  Winter-Spring  1996): 
“A  China  run  by  democralically  elected 
workers  and  peasants  councils  would 
make  short  shrift  of  the  scum  who  traffic 
in  human  beings.  But  to  overcome  the 
social  pathology  that  has  brought  about 
the  return  of  female  infanticide,  aban- 
donment of  children  and  selling  of 
women  into  slavery  requires  alleviating 
the  poverty  and  isolation  of  the  peasant 
masses,  which  in  turn  requires  the  mas- 
sive modernization  and  mechanization  of 
the  countryside  to  lay  the  material  basis 
for  a rational  recollectivization  of  agri- 
culture. This  task  is  dependent  on  Ihe 
economic  integration  of  China  into  a 
socialist  Asia  based  on  the  advanced 
industrial  capacity  of  countries  like  Japan 
and  Australia.” 

For  a Leninist-Trotskyist  Party! 

The  resistance  of  the  Chinese  working 
class  to  attacks  on  their  livelihoods  has 
continued  on  page  10 
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Cuban  soldiers  defeat  CIA  Bay  of  Pigs  invasion,  1961.  Below  (from  left): 
Bush  appointees  Otto  Reich,  John  Negroponte,  Elliot  Abrams — architects  of 
bloody  counterrevolution  in  Latin  America. 
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Cuba... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

and  then  under  American-backed  puppet 
dictators. 

The  U.S.  seizure  of  Cuba  from  Spain 
in  the  1898  Spanish- American  War 
was  followed  by  a brutal  military  occu- 
pation. Cubans  who  opposed  American 
decrees  were  horsewhipped  in  the  street, 
journalists  were  thrown  in  jail  and  “anti- 
American”  publications  were  shut  down 
by  military  censors.  The  U.S.  contemptu- 
ously rejected  Cuban  demands  for  univer- 
sal suffrage,  not  least  because  it  would 
have  meant  giving  the  vote  to  the  40  per- 
cent of  the  Cuban  population  which  was 
black.  American  business  interests  took 
over  the  railroads,  mines  and  sugar  prop- 
erties. The  occupation  ended  in  1902 
(with  the  island  poorer  than  it  had  been 
80  years  earlier!)  only  after  Cuba  had 
been  forced  to  incorporate  into  its  consti- 
tution a clause  giving  the  U.S.  the  “right” 
to  intervene  whenever  it  saw  fit. 

For  the  next  56  years,  the  Cuban  toil- 
ers suffered  under  the  neocolonial  domi- 
nation of  U.S.  imperialism,  and  one  U.S. 
puppet  dictator  after  another.  The  last  of 
these  was  Fulgencio  Batista,  who  ruled 
over  a society  marked  by  systematic  and 
brutal  oppression  of  black  people,  mass 
unemployment  and  illiteracy,  miserable 
urban  slums  and  a destitute  rural  pop- 
ulation squeaking  by  through  seasonal 
employment.  It  was  only  the  overthrow 
of  the  hated  Batista  regime  in  January 
1959  by  Castro’s  rebel  army  that  her- 
alded an  end  to  this  squalid  imperialist 
depredation. 

The  rebel  army  under  Castro — a for- 
mer supporter  of  the  liberal  bourgeois 
Ortodoxo  party — was  a politically  heter- 
ogeneous petty-bourgeois  formation.  At 
the  same  lime,  the  smashing  of  the  Batista 
regime  left  the  old  bourgeois  state  appa- 
ratus shattered.  The  new  government 
implemented  a series  of  reforms  culled 
straight  from  the  Ortodoxo  party’s  liberal 
program.  But  the  land  distribution  and 
the  revolutionary  justice  meted  out  to 
Batista’s  former  police  torturers  scared 
Castro’s  own  bourgeois  supporters,  who 
started  fleeing  to  Miami.  It  also  scared 


the  American  imperialists,  not  least  the 
United  Fruit  Company,  which  controlled 
much  of  the  island.  Washington  began  to 
institute  punitive  measures  against  Cuba, 
leading  Castro  to  sign  a trade  agreement 
with  the  Soviet  Union. 

Faced  with  an  escalating  imperialist 
offensive,  the  Cuban  government  nation- 
alized U.S. -owned  properties  and  fol- 
lowed this  in  October  1960  with  a 
decisive  blow  against  the  economic  base 
of  domestic  reaction,  nationalizing  all 
banks  and  businesses.  These  nationaliza- 
tions liquidated  the  Cuban  bourgeoisie  as 
a class. 

The  elimination  of  capitalist  class  rule 
in  Cuba  led  to  enormous  gains  for  its 
working  people  that  remain  tangible 
today.  The  centralized  planned  economy 
guaranteed  everyone  a job.  decent  hous- 
ing. food  and  education.  Cubans  now 
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enjoy  one  of  the  highest  literacy  rates  in 
the  world,  and  nearly  one  in  eleven  hold 
university  degrees.  The  revolution  espe- 
cially benefited  women:  domination  of 
the  Catholic  church  was  broken;  abortion 
is  a free  health  service;  and  the  birthrate 
is  only  1 .5  per  woman,  which  is  more  typ- 
ical of  rich  countries.  Despite  the  crip- 
pling effects  of  the  U.S.  blockade,  the 
free  health  care  system  is  still  far  and 
away  the  best  among  “Third  World” 
countries.  Infant  mortality  is  lower  than 
in  parts  of  the  “First  World,”  and  Cuba 
has  more  doctors  and  teachers  per  capita 
than  just  about  anywhere  in  the  world. 
The  pretext  for  the  White  House’s  “bio- 
terrorism”  slander  against  Cuba  is  the  fact 
that  in  developing  a system  to  provide 
medical  care  for  its  population.  Cuba  has 


become  one  of  the  world's  most  advanced 
manufacturers  of  pharmaceuticals. 

But  the  Cuban  workers  state  has  been 
bureaucratically  deformed  from  its  incep- 
tion. with  the  working  class  excluded 
from  political  power.  In  explaining  how  a 
petty-bourgeois  guerrilla  movement  led 
to  the  creation  of  a deformed  workers 
state,  we  wrote  in  the  Spartacist  League’s 
Declaration  of  Principles  adopted  in 
1966: 

“Movements  of  this  sort  can  under  cer- 
tain conditions,  i.e.,  the  extreme  disor- 
ganization of  the  capitalist  class  in  the 
colonial  country  and  the  absence  of 
the  working  class  contending  in  its  own 
right  for  social  power,  smash  capital- 
ist property  relations;  however,  they  can- 
not bring  the  working  class  to  political 
power.  Rather,  they  create  bureaucratic 
anh-working-class  regimes  which  sup- 
press any  further  development  of  these 
revolutions  towards  sociali.sm.” 


Today,  with  the  Soviet  Union  destroyed 
and  consequently  no  readily  available 
lifeline  against  imperialist  encirclement, 
the  narrow  historical  opening  for  petty- 
bourgeois  forces  to  overturn  local  capi- 
talist rule  has  been  closed. 

The  SL’s  precursor,  the  Revolution- 
ary Tendency  (RT)  within  the  Socialist 
Workers  Party  (SWP),  waged  a politi- 
cal struggle  in  the  SWP  over  precisely 
this  question.  The  SWP.  which  had  been 
the  party  of  revolutionary  Trotskyism  in 
the  U.S.,  equated  the  Castro  bureaucracy 
with  the  revolutionary  internationalist 
Bolshevik  government  of  Lenin  and 
Trotsky.  In  so  doing,  the  SWP  leaders 
explicitly  rejected  both  the  necessity  of  a 
Leninist-Trotskyist  party  to  provide  revo- 
lutionary leadership  and  the  centrality 
of  the  proletariat  in  the  fight  for  social- 
ism. The  RT  characterized  Cuba  as  a 
bureaucratically  deformed  workers  state 
and  showed  that  the  Castroite  guerrillas 
in  power  had  embraced  the  nationalist- 
Stalinist  model  of  the  USSR  after  its 
degeneration,  which  meant  upholding  the 
dogma  of  "socialism  in  one  country”  and 
opposing  the  perspective  of  international 
proletarian  revolution.  As  we  explained 
in  the  1973  Preface  to  “Cuba  and  Marxist 
Theory”  {Marxist  Bulletin  No.  8): 

"In  opposing  the  SWP  Majority's  revi- 
sionism, our  original  tendency  came  into 
existence  and  fought  for  three  main 
programmatic  points  in  orienting  to  the 
Cuban  revolution  and  its  defense:  insis- 
tence on  the  Permanent  Revolution,  i.e. 
the  view  that  no  essential  task  of  the  rev- 
olution could  be  achieved  short  of  the 
victory  and  consolidation  of  a workers 
state;  and.  correspondingly,  insistence  on 
the  struggle  for  hegemony  of  the  work- 
ing class  in  the  revolution:  together  with 
the  necessity  for  a conscious  Trotskyist 
party  as  the  proletarian  vanguard  to  lead 
that  struggle.” 

Trotskyists  are  the  most  militant, 
unconditional  defenders  of  the  Cuban 
deformed  workers  state  against  Imperial- 
ism and  counterrevolution.  At  the  same 
lime,  we  fight  for  proletarian  political  rev- 
olution to  oust  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy 
and  place  political  power  in  the  hands  of 
workers  councils  animated  by  a program 
of  revolutionary  internationalism. 

For  Socialist  Revolution 
Throughout  the  Americas! 

By  1965,  the  SWP  had  degenerated 
into  outright  reformism,  while  remaining 
cheerleaders  for  the  Castro  regime  to  this 
day.  In  an  article  reporting  on  Carter’s 
visit,  the  SWP’s  Militant  (3  June)  had 
not  a word  of  criticism  of  Castro’s 
embrace  of  this  "human  rights"  imperial- 
ist, nor  does  it  even  mention  the  dangers 
posed  to  the  gains  of  the  Cuban  Revolu- 
tion by  the  imperialist  economic  penetra- 


Spartacist contingent  at  NYC  demonstration  in  defense  of  Cuba,  1994. 


tion  favored  by  Carter.  In  fact,  it  was 
Castro  who  invited  Carter  to  Cuba  and 
gave  him  a platform  to  attack  the  revolu- 
tion on  nationwide  television. 

Similarly,  when  the  Pope  visited 
in  1998  explicitly  for  the  purpose  of 
fomenting  counterrevolution,  the  Militant 
(9  February  1998)  fatuously  headlined, 
“Confident  Revolutionary  Gov’t  Hosts 
Pope  In  Cuba.”  This  is  the  Pope  Wojtyla 
who  was  the  godfather  of  the  CIA- 
financed  Solidarnosd  movement,  which 
spearheaded  the  drive  for  the  restoration 
of  capitalism  in  Poland.  Indeed,  the 
few  times  the  SWP  has  differed  with  Cas- 
tro was  when  they  stood  to  his  right, 
capitulating  to  the  U.S.  ruling  class  by 
championing  anti-Soviet  counterrevolu- 
tionaries like  Solidarnosd  and  Russia’s 
Boris  Yeltsin.  When  defense  of  the  Soviet 
Union,  Cuba’s  main  economic  lifeline, 
was  posed  poimblank  in  1991.  the  SWP 
backed  Yeltsin’s  forces  of  counterrevolu- 
tion, exclaiming  “Soviet  Workers  Win 
Giant  Victory  by  Defeating  Coup”  {Mili- 
tant, 6 September  1991). 

The  International  Socialist  Organiza 
tion  (ISO)  at  least  manages  to  recognize 
that  Carter  “represents  a wing  of  Cor- 
porate America  whose  interests  aren’t 
humanitarian”  and  which  wants  “the  free- 
dom to  locate  operations  there  to  lake  ad- 
vantage of  the  country’s  low-wage  work- 
force, as  their  Canadian  and  European 
competitors  increasingly  have”  {Socialist 
Worker,  24  May).  But  while  it  opportu- 
nistically caters  to  the  continued  popular- 
ity of  Cuba  among  leftists  and  youth  in 
the  U.S..  the  ISO  has  been  defined  from 
its  origins  by  visceral  anti-Communist 
hostility  to  the  deformed  workers  states, 
which  it  characterizes  as  "stale  capitalist” 
and  refuses  to  defend  against  imperialism 
and  counterrevolution.  Several  years  ago. 
the  ISO’s  then-cothinkers  in  Canada 
hailed  a counterrevolutionary  riot  in 
Havana  as  a sign  that  “Cuban  workers  and 
peasants  have  begun  to  break  the  hold  of 
a repressive  regime”  {Socialist  Worker 
[Canada],  September  1994). 

Among  the  most  abject  apologists  for 
the  Castro  bureaucracy  is  the  Work- 
ers World  Party  (WWP).  An  editorial  in 
Workers  World  (23  May)  titled  “Carter 
and  Cuba”  has  no  criticism  of  Castro 
and  asserts,  “Even  after  all  these  years 
of  material  difficulties  caused  by  the 
U.S.  blockade,  the  socialist  government 
in  Cuba  doesn’t  have  much  to  fear  from 
the  internal  opposition.”  The  editorial 
concludes  by  calling  on  the  “progressive 
movement”  to  “reject  Carter’s  preaching 
to  Cuba  on  democracy,  while  taking 
advantage  of  the  attention  focused  on  the 
blockade  to  campaign  more  vigorously 
than  ever  against  it.” 

Workers  World’s  polyannish  proclama- 
tion to  the  contrary,  the  Cuban  devolution 
is  today  in  great  peril.  To  avert  economic 
disaster  following  the  cutoff  of  Soviet  aid 
in  1989-90,  the  Cuban  bureaucracy  has 
increasingly  opened  the  country  to  impe- 
rialist economic  penetration  and  insti- 
tuted a series  of  "market  reforms.”  Cuba 
today  has  substantial  imperialist  invest- 
ment. especially  from  West  European  and 
Canadian  corporations.  This  is  generally 
in  the  form  of  joint  ventures  in  tourism 
and  mining,  among  other  industries.  In 
the  mid  1990s,  the  regime  also  legalized 
the  holding  and  exchange  of  U.S.  cur- 
rency, a “dollarization”  of  the  economy 
which  has  led  to  sharp  and  growing 
income  differentials  hitting  women  and 
black  Cubans  the  hardest.  Hundreds  of 
billions  of  dollars  flow  into  Cuba  from 
the  U.S..  but  black  Cubans,  W'hose  rela- 
tives are  not  rich  Miamians,  are  far  less 
likely  to  receive  those  greenbacks. 

The  growth’ of  inequality  and  the  dan- 
ger of  the  growing  free  market  to  the 
planned  economy  can  be  seen  in  the  tour- 
ist industry,  which  now  makes  up  over  40 
percent  of  the  Cuban  economy.  Though 
paid  in  pesos,  those  who  work  in  tourism, 
which  largely  excludes  blacks,  gel  most 
of  their  income  in  dollars  through  tips, 
giving  them  access  to  luxuries  and  even 
basic  necessities  which  most  Cubans 
can’t  get.  Desperate  women  trying  to  feed 
their  families  have  been  forced  into  pros- 
titution at  the  edges  of  the  booming  tour- 
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ist  industry.  While  the  counterrevolution- 
ary dissidents  may  be  few  in  number 
loday.  the  growing  imperialist  penetration 
and  social  inequality  serve  to  continually 
reinforce  pro-capitalist  tendencies  within 
Cuba  and  to  undermine  support  for  the 
revolution  among  the  population. 

WWP's  refusal  to  criticize  Castro  or 
ihc  Cuban  bureaucracy  for  embracing 
imperialists  like  Carter  dovetails  with  its 
own  tailing  after  liberal  Democrats  and 
other  "progressives"  in  the  U.S.  Like 
other  reformist  pseudo-socialists  who  call 
for  "solidarity  with  Cuba."  WWP  is  look- 
ing for  a lash-up  with  liberal  Democrats 
who  oppose  the  embargo  as  ineffective 
from  the  standpoint  of  fomenting  coun- 
terrevolution. In  the  few  mealy-mouthed 
criticisms  of  Carter  to  be  found  in  its 
editorial,  nowhere  did  WWP  point  to 
the  counterrevolutionary  character  of 
his  "human  rights"  crusade  in  the  late 
1970s  or  to  the  danger  posed  by  the  impe- 
rialist penetration  Carter  and  significant 
sections  of  the  American  bourgeoisie 


advocate  for  Cuba  today. 

It  was  New  Jersey  Democratic  Senator 
Robert  Torricelli  who  authored  legisla- 
tion under  the  Clinton  administration  to 
tighten  the  embargo.  On  the  other  hand, 
no  less  a right-winger  than  Attorney 
General  John  Ashcroft  was  instrumental, 
when  he  was  a Missouri  Senator,  in  pass- 
ing a 1999  bill  to  end  the  embargo  on 
food  shipments  to  Cuba.  Indeed,  many 
Republicans,  especially  from  farm  states 
eager  to  increase  agricultural  exports  to 
Cuba,  have  called  for  easing  or  ending  the 
embargo. 

By  amnestying  Castro’s  nationalist 
policies.  WWP  undermines  the  defense 
of  the  Cuban  Revolution.  The  Castro 
regime  has  always  aimed  for  “peaceful 
co-exislence”  with  imperialism,  as  Che 
Guevara  proclaimed  in  a 1964  speech  to 
the  United  Nations.  In  practice,  this  has 
meant  opposition  to  the  struggle  for 
socialist  revolution  throughout  Latin 
America.  For  example,  in  1979  Castro 
advised  the  radical-nationalist  Sandinista 


guerrillas  who  were  then  in  power  in 
Nicaragua  not  to  take  the  "Cuban  road" 
of  expropriating  the  bourgeoisie.  This 
culminated  in  the  defeat  of  the  Nicara- 
guan Revolution  in  the  1980s,  as  the  San- 
dinistas  eventually  handed  power  back  to 
the  capitalist  contras. 

Cuba  cannot  survive  indefinitely  as  an 
isolated  workers  state.  Genuine  defense 
of  the  Cuban  Revolution  against  imperi- 
alism requires  a program  for  workers 
revolution  throughout  the  Americas — 
and  above  all  here  in  the  United  States. 
There  is  plenty  of  tinder  for  revolution- 
ary upheavals  throughout  Latin  America 
today.  Argentina  has  been  on  the  brink  of 
a revolutionary  situation  for  months, 
with  successive  governments  trying  to 
enforce  IMF  dictates  amid  widespread 
unemployment,  poverty  and  unrest.  In 
Mexico,  the  living  standards  of  working 
people  have  plummeted  as  a result  of  the 
U.S.  "free  trade”  rape  of  that  country 
under  NAFTA  and  as  the  border  is  tight- 
ened as  part  of  the  U.S.  "war  on  terror." 


The  key  requirement  for  victory  is  the 
forging  of  internationalist  proletarian 
vanguard  parties. 

The  Cuban  Revolution  today  stands  at 
a crossroads.  Revolutionaries  in  the  U.S. 
have  a special  duty  to  defend  Cuba 
against  capitalist  restoration  and  Ameri- 
can imperialism.  It  is  in  the  United  States, 
the  bastion  of  world  imperialism,  where 
the  decisive  struggle  will  be  fought  for 
the  emancipation  of  the  working  masses 
throughout  the  Americas.  It  is  neces- 
sary to  forge  a revolutionary  workers 
party  which  brings  to  the  proletariat  the 
understanding  that  the  defense  of  the 
Cuban  Revolution  is  an  integral  part  of 
its  struggle  against  the  American  capital- 
ist exploiters  and  their  system  of  union- 
busting.  racist  oppression  and  imperialist 
war.  Such  a parly  can  only  be  built  by 
breaking  workers  and  minorities  from 
illusions  in  the  Democratic  Parly.  The  SL 
is  dedicated  to  the  fight  to  build  the  Len- 
inist vanguard  party  needed  to  lead  that 
struggle  to  victory.! 


Spartakist  Youth 
hold  rally  at 
Berlin  Technical 
University  in 
solidarity  with 
IG  Metail  strike, 
May  13. 


Germany... 

(contitnied  from  page  12) 

Parly  (SpAD)  and  Spartakist  Youth  went 
10  the  picket  lines  and  mobilized  others 
to  express  solidarity  with  the  strike.  On 
May  13,  the  first  day  of  rolling  strikes  in 
Berlin,  the  Spartakist  Youth  at  the  heavily 
minority  and  working-class  Technical 
University  organized  a successful  strike 
support  rally  on  the  campus,  declaring; 
"Victory  to  the  IG  Metail  strike!  Come 
with  us  to  the  picket  lines!" 

In  discussions  on  the  picket  lines  and 
at  strike  rallies,  our  comrades  stressed — 
both  to  the  many  workers  of  Turkish 
or  Kurdish  origin  as  well  as  to  ethnic 
German  workers — that  defense  of  immi- 
grants and  minorities  against  govern- 
ment persecution  and  right-wing  terror 
was  a central  task  for  the  whole  of 
the  labor  movement.  The  back-page  arti- 
cle on  IG  Metail  in  the  current  issue  of 
Spartakist.  which  was  sold  on  the  pick- 
et lines,  prominently  featured  the  de- 
mand “Full  Citizenship  Rights  for  All!" 
More  than  10  percent  of  IG  Meiall’s 
members  are  workers  of  immigrant  back- 
ground. But  except  for  a relative  handful, 
even  those  who  were  born  and  have  lived 
in  Germany  all  their  lives  are  denied 
citizenship  under  chauvinist  laws  that 
grant  automatic  citizenship  only  to  ethnic 
Germans. 

Now  the  government  has  used  the  “glo- 
bal war  on  terror"  as  a pretext  to  insti- 
tute the  racist  Rasterfahndung,  a system 
of  computerized  "racial  profiling”  aimed 
at  millions  of  mainly  Muslim  immi- 
grants. New  "Security  Check”  laws  man- 
date secret  service  background  checks 
of  airport,  transport  and  other  workers, 
including  tracking  down  affiliation  with 
socialist  or  communist  organizations. 
Though  currently  directed  primarily  at 
immigrants,  such  laws  are  clearly  a threat 
to  all  leftists  and  union  militants.  At  sev- 
eral of  the  struck  plants,  a significant 
number  of  IG  Metail  shop  stewards  were 
of  immigrant  origin,  among  them  sup- 
porters of  Turkish  Stalinist  organizations. 
Worker  and  immigrant  rights  will  advance 
together  or  be  thrown  back  separately! 

Though  the  ethnic  divisions  fostered 
by  the  bosses  were  to  be  seen  on  the 
picket  lines,  where  German  workers  often 
congregated  apart  from  their  Turkish  and 
Kurdish  class  brothers  and  sisters,  it 
could  also  be  seen  how  such  divisions  can 
be  transcended  through  class  struggle. 
At  a picket  line  in  Stuttgart,  a Greek 
worker  led  others  in  singing  Turkish 
songs.  A sense  of  internationalism  was 
also  engendered  by  news  that  Daimler- 
Chrysler  workers  in  Brazil  had  brought 
off  a half-hour  solidarity  strike,  and  dele- 
gations from  the  American  and  Canadian 
auto  workers  unions  were  greeted  with 
enthusiasm  on  the  strike  lines. 

Mo.st  strikers  shared  the  illusions  pro- 
moted by  the  union  lops  that  the  SPD 
should  be  supported  as  a “lesser  evil." 
Particularly  in  the  wake  of  the  huge 
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electoral  gains  by  the  fascist  Le  Pen  in 
France,  even  the  many  workers  who 
hate  the  SPD  said  they  would  vote  for 
Schroder  against  arch-reactionary  CDU 
candidate  Edmund  Stoiber,  who  is  an  out- 
and-out  racist  union-hater.  Other  work- 
ers. especially  those  of  immigrant  origin, 
expressed  support  for  the  Party  of  Demo- 
cratic Socialism  (PDS).  which  postures  as 
a "left"  alternative  to  the  SPD. 

Our  comrades  explained  that  while  the 
SPD  and  PDS  claim  to  stand  for  the 
interests  of  the  working  people,  they  are 
wedded  to  the  bourgeois  order.  Thus  they 
administer  capitalist  slate  repression  and 
anti-working-class  austerity  and  are  no 
barrier  against  the  right,  as  was  seen 
recently  in  Saxony-Anhalt,  where  the 
PDS  had  propped  up  the  former  SPD 
government.  The  PDS  has  garnered  a 
substantial  electoral  base  in  the  East  by 
playing  to  the  grievances  of  working 
people  there.  But  when  these  born-again 
social  democrats  were  the  Stalinist  ruling 
parly  in  the  former  East  Germany,  they 
helped  push  through  the  capitalist  coun- 
terrevolution that  destroyed  the  deformed 
workers  slate  and  turned  the  East  into 
an  industrial  wasteland.  This  could  be 
seen  on  the  IG  Metail  picket  lines  in 
Berlin  and  other  parts  of  the  East,  where 
factories  that  once  employed  thousands 
of  workers  now  employ  only  a few  hun- 
dred. In  Saxony-Anhalt,  the  official  un- 
employment rate  is  22  percent. 

Now.  in  Berlin  the  PDS  has  joined  with 
the  SPD  in  a coalition  government  which 
is  trying  to  enforce  harsh  austerity  meas- 
ures against  public  service  workers — 
including  a 10  percent  wage  cut  and 
30.000  layoffs — while  shutting  down  or 
culling  back  hospitals,  day-care  centers, 
schools  and  other  social  services.  The 
closing  of  day-care  facilities  in  particular 
angered  many  women  on  the  IG  Metail 
strike  lines  in  Berlin,  as  they  know  that 
this  could  force  them  out  of  work  like 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  other  women 
workers  in  the  East.  There  have  been 
protests  of  tens  of  thousands  of  union- 
ists in  the  last  couple  of  months  against 


these  cutbacks,  but  the  union  bureaucrats 
refuse  to  call  strike  action  against  "their" 
SPD/PDS  municipal  government. 

Fake  leftists  like  the  centrist  Gruppe 
Arbeiiermacht  (GAM),  affiliated  to  the 
British  Workers  Power  group,  serve  to 
provide  a "militant"  cover  for  the  SPD 
and  trade-union  lops — the  belter  to  help 
corral  disgruntled  workers  back  into  the 
social-democratic  fold.  At  the  Berlin  May 
Day  march,  the  only  placards  carried  by 
the  GAM  contingent  demanded.  "All  Out 
on  Strike!  6.5  Percent  and  Not  a Cent 
Less!"  Not  once  in  its  leaflets  directed 
toward  the  strike  does  the  GAM  even  hint 
at  the  need  to  combat  racist  stale  terror  or 
to  fight  for  full  citizenship  rights. 

In  focusing  solely  on  economic  de- 
mands, seeking  to  pressure  the  social- 
democratic  labor  bureaucracy  to  be  more 
militant,  the  GAM  acts  to  reinforce  the 
existing  consciousness  of  the  workers, 
which  is  limited  to  trade-union  struggle 
under  capitalism.  We  seek  to  bring  to 
the  proletariat  the  understanding  that  if  it 
is  to  pursue  the  class  struggle  against  cap- 
italism, it  must  defend  not  only  its  own 
immediate  economic  interests  but  the 


rights  and  interests  of  all  the  exploited 
and  oppressed. 

The  GAM  refuses  to  take  up  the  fight 
against  anti-immigrant  racism  in  its  strike 
propaganda  because  to  do  so  would  mean 
attacking  the  SPD  and  PDS  as  well  as  the 
chauvinist  trade-union  bureaucrats  who 
oppose  mobilizing  the  unions  against 
racist  laws  and  deportations.  In  an  un- 
dated leaflet  ("6.5%!  Not  a Cent  Less! 
Prepare  to  Strike  Now!")  issued  before 
the  rolling  strikes  began,  the  GAM  asked 
incredibly:  "On  Which  Side  Do  Schroder 
and  the  SPD  Stand?"  Schroder  and  the 
SPD  stand  at  the  head  of  the  capitalist 
government  which  is  waging  war  against 
workers  and  minorities,  a fact  the  GAM 
strives  mightily  to  obscure.  The  GAM 
leaflet's  lip  service  to  building  a revolu- 
tionary workers  parly  notwithstanding, 
its  perennial  electoral  support  to  the  social 
democrats  demonstrates  that  the  GAM  is 
just  part  of  the  syphilitic  chain  that  binds 
the  working  class  to  the  capitalist  order 
through  the  agency  of  the  social  democ- 
racy. As  in  1998  and  in  the  Berlin  elec- 
tions. for  the  upcoming  federal  elections 
the  SpAD  declares:  No  vote  to  SPD.  PDS! 

The  discontent  with  the  SPD  among 
wide  sections  of  workers  provides  an 
important  opportunity  for  Marxists  to  fur- 
ther the  fight  for  a class-struggle  leader- 
ship of  the  unions  and  for  a multi- 
ethnic revolutionary  workers  party.  That 
means  relentlessly  exposing  the  role  of 
the  social  democrats  as  labor  lieuten- 
ants of  the  capitalist  class  in  order  to  split 
the  SPD's  working-class  base  from  its 
pro-capitalisl  program  and  leadership. 
As  we  wrote  in  “Full  Citizenship  Rights 
for  All  Immigrants!  SPD.  PDS.  Greens 
Attack  Workers,  Minorities — Unchain 
the  Power  of  IG  Metail"  {Spartakist 
No.  147.  Spring  2002):  "The  only  way 
forward  is  the  forging  of  a revolutionary 
workers  party  whose  aim  is  the  expropri- 
ation of  the  capitalist  class  and  the  crea- 
tion of  a planned,  collectivized  economy 
under  a workers  government,  which  will 
benefit  not  the  profits  of  the  few  but  the 
needs  of  all  ”l 
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China... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

created  some  fissures  in  the  bureau- 
cratic caste  itself.  Moves  by  Chinese 
president  Jiang  Zemin  to  invite  capital- 
ists to  join  the  CCP  were  met  with  sig- 
nificant internal  opposition.  Fearing  that 
disgruntled  workers  may  link  up  with 
such  leftist  elements,  the  regime  recently 
placed  a prominent  Maoist  named  Wei 
Wei  under  house  arrest  and  shut  down  at 
least  two  journals  reporting  on  corrup- 
tion and  the  plight  of  the  working  class. 
(For  a Trotskyist  polemic  against  Wei 
Wei*s  views,  see  "Whither  China?  ‘Mar- 
ket Socialism*  and  the  Legacy  of  Mao,” 
WV  Nos.  743  and  745,  6 October  and  3 
November  2000.) 

In  Shenyang  a few  years  ago.  CCP  vet- 
erans went  into  rebellion  after  the  arrest 
of  a local  official,  Zhou  Wei.  A CCP 
cadre  for  more  than  40  years.  Zhou  had 
led  a series  of  protests  and  petition  cam- 
paigns denouncing  the  government  for 
corruption  and  for  refusing  to  defend 
peasants,  workers  and  retirees  like  him- 
self. Protests  in  the  city  became  so  com- 
mon at  one  point  that  the  day's  road 
blockages  were  announced  on  the  morn- 
ing news!  Such  events  illuminate  the 
potential  to  forge  a new,  egalitarian  com- 
munist party  in  China.  But  this  requires  a 
sharp  political  struggle  to  break  such  mil- 


itants from  the  dead  end  of  Maoism  and 
win  them  to  the  genuine  communism  of 
Lenin  and  Trotsky. 

A Chinese  Leninist-Trotskyist  party 
would  wage  uncompromising  struggle 
against  the  Han  chauvinism  promoted  by 
the  nationalist  CCP  regime.  It  would  seek 
to  imbue  the  proletariat  with  the  under- 
standing that  it  must  fight  for  the  interests 
of  all  the  oppressed — from  women  and 
homosexuals  to  the  poor  peasantry  and 
national  and  ethnic  minorities. 

A crucial  task  is  the  defense  of  migrant 
laborers  who  have  flocked  to  the  cities 
and  towns.  Forced  into  the  most  danger- 
ous and  menial  work,  they  lack  the  rights 
of  legal  city  residents  and  are  typically 
forced  to  live  in  segregated  areas.  Under 
conditions  of  rising  unemployment,  ten- 
sions are  mounting  between  urban  resi- 
dents and  migrant  workers,  who  are  seen 
as  stealing  jobs  and  depressing  wages. 
Working-class  militants  must  fight  for 
migrants  to  receive  all  the  rights  enjoyed 
by  legal  residents,  including  access 
to  housing  and  public  education,  and 
demand  equal  pay  for  equal  work, 

To  date,  the  most  militant  protests  have 
generally  been  by  workers  who  have  been 
laid  off  or  older  workers  living  on  meager 
pensions.  What  is  necessary  is  to  bring 
the  strategic  core  of  the  Chinese  proletar- 
iat— those  employed  in  basic  industry 
and  transport — into  battle.  These  are  the 
workers  who  have  the  social  power  to 


Spartaclst  Group 
Japan  at  April 
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center  read: 
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oust  the  bureaucracy  and  defeat  the  forces 
of  capitalist  restoration.  But  such  a devel- 
opment will  not  happen  automatically 
or  spontaneously.  There  must  be  built 
in  China  a revolutionary  vanguard  party 
which  can  unify  in  struggle  all  sectors  of 
the  working  class  in  alliance  with  the 
rural  toilers  and  urban  poor. 

Above  all.  a Leninist-Trotskyist  party 
is  needed  to  provide  Chine.se  workers 
with  a revolutionary  proletarian  inter- 
nationalist strategy.  For  even  the  most 
advanced  leftist  Chinese  workers,  the 
prospect  for  socialist  revolution  in  Japan 
or  the  United  States  may  seem  remote 


or  utopian.  What  is  actually  utopian  is 
the  belief  that  there  is  a nationally  limited 
road  to  socialism  in  China.  The  modern- 
ization of  China — ensuring  a decent  life 
for  all  its  inhabitants  on  the  basis  of 
access  to  advanced  technology  and  pro- 
ductive resources  now  concentrated  in 
North  America,  West  Europe  and  Japan— 
requires  proletarian  revolutions  in  the  im- 
perialist centers,  establishing  an  interna- 
tionally planned  socialist  economy.  The 
International  Communist  League  fights  to 
build  revolutionary  workers  parties  which 
are  the  necessary  element  to  lead  the 
working  class  to  power  Internationally,  ■ 
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article,  "The  Birth  of  the  Zionist  State” 
(WV  Nos.  33  and  45,  23  November  1973 
and  24  May  1974),  what  was  originally 
a small  colony  of  Zionist  settlers  had 
been  consolidated  by  1947  into  a nation, 
largely  as  a result  of  two  waves  of  refu- 
gees from  the  Nazis — before  and  after 
the  Holocaust — who  were  not  allowed  to 
go  elsewhere. 

Niall  C.  notes  that  Hebrew  is  the 
mother  tongue  of  only  about  half  of  Is- 
raeli Jews  and  many  of  the  recent  immi- 
grants from  the  former  Soviet  Union  still 
speak  Russian.  (One  might  add  that  there 
are  four  Russian-language  dailies  and 
two  political  parties  representing  recent 
Russian  immigrants.)  In  fact,  every  new 
wave  of  immigration,  from  the  origi- 
nal Zionist  settlers  to  East  European 
survivors  of  the  Holocaust  to  the  large 
influx  of  Sephardic  Jews  from  the  Arab 
countries,  arrived  speaking  a language 
other  than  Hebrew — Yiddish,  German. 
Russian.  Arabic.  Ladino,  etc.  But  their 


ironically,  do  not  recognize  the  “Jewish 
state”  and  deliberately  continue  to  speak 
Yiddish).  For  example,  a July  1996  paper 
on  language  education  (“National  Pro- 
files of  Languages  in  Education:  Israel: 
Language  Policy,”  posted  on  the  Internet) 
by  two  Israeli  academics.  Bernard  Spol- 


subsidized  language  institutions,  ulpa- 
nim,  which  new  immigrants  have  to  go 
through. 

Language  is  used  not  only  to  create  a 
common  national  identity  among  Jewish 
immigrants  but  also  to  reinforce  the  seg- 
regation and  oppression  of  the  remaining 


Israeli  tank 
moves  through 
Bethlehem  last 
month,  part  of 
Zionist  blitzkrieg 
against 
Palestinian 
people. 


mother  tongue  was  almost  literally  beaten 
out  of  them  and  they  were  made  to  learn 
Hebrew,  which  is  the  language  of  their 
children. 

Of  course,  immigrants  settling  in  any 
country  ultimately  adopt  the  language 
spoken  there,  but  language  plays  a partic- 
ular role  in  Israel  because  of  its  history. 
Modern  Hebrew  is  an  artificial  language 
created  for  the  sole  purpose  of  creating  a 
nation  out  of  disparate  Jewish  popula- 
tions. seeking  to  bind  together  atheists, 
secular  Jews  and  the  ultra-Orthodox, 
including  the  Hasidim  (many  of  whom. 


sky  and  Elana  Shohamy.  noted:  "Signifi- 
cantly. the  revitalization  of  Hebrew  as  a 
major  component  in  Zionism  and  Jewish 
nationalism  has  guaranteed  the  language 
a status  that  is  ideologically  highly  privi- 
leged. One  of  the  concomitants  of  this 
secular  Zionist  ideology  has  been  the 
strong  encouragement  of  Hebrew  learn- 
ing and  use  by  immigrants,  and  the  active 
discouragement  of  public  (or  even  private 
use)  [sic]  of  the  other  languages  known 
by  the  population.”  To  that  end.  Israel  has 
a Cabinet-level  Ministry  of  Immigration 
and  Absorption,  and  a whole  series  of 


Palestinian  Arab  population  within  Israel. 
Though  20  percent  of  Israel’s  total  popu- 
lation, the  Arab  population  is  overwhelm- 
ingly confined  to  a handful  of  poverty- 
stricken  areas  and  exclusively  Arab 
villages;  only  8 percent  live  in  "mixed" 
cities  like  Haifa.  Arabic  is  the  language  of 
instruction  in  all  schools  in  the  “Arab  sec- 
tor." It  is  not  surprising,  then,  that  while 
Hebrew  and  Arabic  are  both  nominally 
official  languages,  it  is  English  which  is 
the  second  language  for  both  Hebrew- 
and  Arabic-speakers.  A February  1997 
study  by  the  same  academics,  "Language 
in  Israeli  Society  and  Education.”  notes: 
“Because  of  the  accepted  minority  status 
of  Israeli  Arabs,  their  language  poses  no 
threat  to  the  hegemony  of  Hebrew  in  the 
society  as  a whole  ...  It  is  without  a 
doubt  a minority  language,  denied  in 
law  and  in  fact  the  status  that  might  be 
expected  to  result  from  being  the  second 
ofticial  language..,. 

“From  the  point  of  view  of  Israel, 
the  integration  of  a non-Jewish  minor- 
ity raises  serious  issues  concerning  the 
nature  of  Jewish  state.  This  issue  no 
doubt  underlies  the  willingness  to  allow 
and  even  encourage  Arab  language  main- 
tenance while  at  the  same  time  discourag- 
ing Jewish  immigrants  from  loyalty  to 
their  languages." 

This  gets  to  the  nub  of  the  question:  in 
the  case  of  Israel/Palestine,  we  are  deal- 
ing with  two  distinct  nations,  not  sim- 
ply different  religions  (in  fact,  a sizable 
number  of  Palestinians  are  Christian,  not 
Muslim).  Niall  C.’s  comparison  with 
the  Atrikaners  or  the  French  colons,  the 
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pieds-noirs,  in  Algeria  is  at  best  confused 
and  misleading.  From  the  outset,  the 
Zionists  sought  to  create  a separate  polit- 
ical economy  based  on  exclusion  of 
the  indigenous  Palestinian  population 
(though  over  time,  many  Arabs  were 
hired  by  Israeli  capitalists  as  menial 
laborers).  The  white  settler  population  in 
South  Africa,  in  contrast,  did  not  primar- 
ily aim  to  displace  the  indigenous  African 
peoples  but  rather  to  exploit  them  ever 
more  extensively  and  systematically.  As 
for  the  pieds-noirs,  it  is  enough  to  note 
that  they  were  automatically  citizens  of 
France,  and  when  Algeria  won  its  indc 
pendence  in  1962  the  Europeans  got  out 
The  notion  that  the  Hebrew-speaking 
people  cannot  be  fully  deemed  a nation 
because  the  Zionists  keep  on  “forcing  out 
the  Arabs”  is  moralism,  not  Marxism.  It  is 
of  a piece  with  the  line  pushed  by  various 
“leftist”  apologists  for  Arab  nationalism 
that  oppressor  peoples  do  not  have  the 
right  to  self-determination.  All  nations 
have  been  formed  through  the  bloody  dis- 
possession of  weaker  peoples.  In  the  case 
of  interpenetrated  peoples — including  in 
the  Balkans,  as  seen  not  least  over  the 
past  decade  with  the  nationalist  fratricide 
unleashed  by  counterrevolution — under 
capitalism  such  national  conflicts  can 
only  be  resolved  through  forcible  expul- 
sion or  genocide.  In  any  case,  we  reject 
the  irredentist  program  of  driving  out 
entire  peoples,  whether  or  not  they  are 
nations,  whether  or  not  they  were  for- 
merly oppressors. 

Those  who  reject  the  Hebrew-speaking 
people’s  right  to  a national  existence 
serve  only  to  drive  the  Israeli  proletariat 
even  more  deeply  into  the  arms  of  their 
Zionist  capitalist  exploiters.  The  only  sal- 
vation for  the  Palestinian  people  lies  in 
a socialist  federation  of  the  Near  East 
forged  through  the  revolutionary  over- 
throw of  the  bourgeois  order  throughout 
the  region.  As  we  wrote  in  “Defend  the 
Palestinian  People!  All  Israeli  Troops. 
Settlers  Out  of  the  Occupied  Territories!" 
(WVNo.  778.  5 April): 

"There  can  be  no  justice  for  the  Palestin- 
ian people  within  the  framework  of  capi- 
talist rule.  On  the  contrary,  the  system 
of  private  property  and  private  owner- 
ship of  the  means  of  production  neces- 
sarily contains  within  it  the  compo- 
nents of  nationalism  and  religion,  which 
make  impossible  the  settlement  of 
the  conflicting  national  claims  of  the 
Palestinian  Arab  and  Hebrew-speaking 
populations.  Only  through  the  over- 
throw of  both  the  Israeli  bourgeoisie 
and  all  the  Arab  ruling  classes  can 
the  right  of  national  self-determination 
for  these  peoples  and  the  many  other 
peoples  of  the  region  be  equitably 
realized."  ■ 

WORKERS  VANGUARD 
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French  soldiers  at  Elflel  Tower  In  April.  Vigipirate  campaign  means  racist  cop 
terror  against  immigrants,  minorities. 


French 
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(continued  from  page  3) 

we  wrote  last  issue:  "Where  the  IG 
aims  only  to  be  the  ‘militant’  tail  of  what- 
ever’s  in  motion,  we  engage  in  clear  and 
honest  programmatic  struggle  because 
our  aim  is  to  build  a conscious  proletar- 
ian vanguard  party  on  the  basis  of  the 
Trotskyist  program." 

We  reprint  below  the  translatipn  of  a 
17  May  leaflet  by  the  LTF  distributed  at 
ihc  LO  Fete  and  elsewhere. 

* * * 

Anyone  who  thought  LO  had  Anally 
woken  up  to  the  need  to  fight  racist 
oppression  and  the  security  campaign, 
which  above  all  targets  dark-skinned 
workers,  is  going  to  be  bitterly  disap- 
pointed. Despite  LO’s  commendable 
opposition  to  the  swamp  of  reactionary 
unity  with  Chirac  on  the  second  round  of 
the  presidential  elections  (a  swamp  into 
which  the  miserable  LCR  jumped  head- 
first) and  despite  their  acknowledgement 
(better  late  than  never)  that  the  Mitterrand 
and  Jospin  governments  paved  the  way 
for  Le  Pen  with  their  anti-immigrant  pol- 
icies. LO  has  returned  to  its  shameful  line 
of  capitulation  to  racist  police  repres- 
sion. exactly  one  week  after  “France’s 
top  cop."  Jacques  Chirac,  named  his  new 
government. 

Faced  with  the  escalation  of  Vigi- 
piraic  {on  which  LO  maintains  a deaf- 
ening silence),  with  anti-woman  and 
anti-immigrant  roundups  in  minority 
communities,  LO  gives  its  advice  on  how 
better  to  police  the  banlieues  and  doesn't 
utter  a single  word  against  racist  ter- 
ror! LO  “opposes”  the  Chirac  govern- 
ment because  its  security  campaign  is 
not  effective  enough!  The  content  of 
LO’s  nauseating  call  on  those  who  voted 
for  Le  Pen  to  not  vole  for  him  a second 
time  now  becomes  more  understandable. 


Instead  of  defending  immigrants  and  all 
those  targeted  by  the  CRS  (riot  police] 
and  racist  roundups,  LO  declares  in  their 
editorial  this  week; 

The  first  act  by  Sarkozy,  the  new  minis- 
ter of  the  interior,  was  a staged  photo  op 
showing  him  in  a Scinc-Saint-Dcnis  dis- 
trict accompanying  a police  patrol  in  ple- 
beian neighborhoods.  This  will  not  solve 
insecurity  in  the  plebeian  neighborhoods. 

It  will  eliminate  neither  the  pimping  of 
prostitutes  nor  the  exploitation  of  these 
unfortunate.s  from  East  European  coun- 
tries. but  It  will  satisfy  right-thinking 
people  and  will,  with  a cheap  fix.  restore 
state  authority  over  the  weakest." 

With  this  prostitution  before  bourgeois 
"morality"  enforced  by  the  CRS,  one  has 
to  wonder  what  LO  will  say  in  their  pres- 
entation on  the  Bible  at  the  "scientific" 
stand  at  this  year’s  LO  Fete. 

In  the  same  issue  of  Luiie  Ouvriere 
(17  May)  there  is  a long  article  in  which 
LO  explains  how  to  really  fight  crime. 
Since  September  1 1 and  the  ratcheting 
up  of  Vigipirate.  minority  youth  are 
besieged  by  an  army  of  cops  who  stop 
them  for  identity  checks  in  the  Metro,  in 
the  streets  and  in  the  entrance  halls  of 
their  own  apartment  buildings.  While  the 
Chirac  government  announces  an  escala- 
tion in  the  police  occupation  of  Paris 
with  an  additional  400  cops.  LO  writes: 
"The  policy  of  state  budget  cuts  has.  in 
turn,  led  to  a.. .virtual  disappearance  of 
the  police  presence  in  plebeian  neighbor- 
hoods." What  planet  do  you  live  on.  LO? 
France  is  the  European  country  with  the 
highest  number  of  cops  per  citizen  (one 
for  every  265  people).  The  cops  are  the 
guard  dogs  of  capital  against  the  working 
class  and  the  oppressed. 

In  the  same  article.  LO  demands; 

"As  for  police  duties  which  are  indis- 
pensable to  society,  they  should  be  car- 
ried out  by  people  who  arc  close  enough 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighborhood 
where  they  are  deployed  to  be  able  to 
defuse  many  conflicts." 

It  is  criminal  for  a supposedly  leftist 
party  to  speak  of  "police  duties  which  are 
indispensable"!  Their  duties  are  to  break 


strikes  and  oppress  youth  who  oppose 
this  society  which  offers  them  no  future! 
Furthermore,  LO’s  proposal  to  deploy 
even  more  cops  and  gendarmes  in  the 
banlieueslghenos  and  to  station  cops 
closer  to  the  housing  projects  was  already 
implemented  by  the  Jospin  government, 
and  it  provoked  riots  against  police 
repression! 

To  cover  this  rotten  line.  LO  might 
remind  you  of  their  more  seemly  (and 
rarer)  articles  in  defense  of  sans-papiers 
[undocumented  immigrants]  and  against 
the  security  campaigns  of  all  the  govern- 
ments of  the  past  20  years,  articles  which 
they  published  as  the  country  was  shaken 
by  the  gigantic  anti-racist  and  anti-Le  Pen 
demonstrations.  Regarding  LO’s  zigzags, 
it  must  be  noted  that  LO  bowed  before  the 
anti-racist  demonstrations  by  youth,  but  it 
has  not  broken  with  its  grotesque  histori- 
cal line.  Hence,  it  appears  that  LO’s  dec- 
larations against  the  past  anti-immigrant 
security  campaigns  of  the  Mitterrand  and 
Jospin  governments  were  only  embellish- 


ments to  cover  its  capitulation  before  the 
current  security  campaign. 

We  say:  Beware  of  false  advertising! 
LO’s  opposition  to  class  collaboration  is 
emptied  of  all  content  by  its  capitulation 
to  the  racist  security  campaign,  which  is 
a crucial  mechanism  in  France  for  lying 
the  workers  to  their  own  bourgeoisie.  As 
we  explained  in  our  open  letter  to  LO, 
LO’s  indifference  to  racial  oppression  is 
the  consequence  of  their  perspective  of 
class  collaboration,  to  reform  the  rotten 
capitalist  system  instead  of  sweeping  it 
away  through  proletarian  socialist  revolu- 
tion. There  is  no  parly  in  these  elections 
for  which  one  can  vote  to  advance  the 
interests  of  the  working  class  and  the 
oppressed.  This  party  has  to  be  built.  The 
Ligue  Trotskysie  de  France  fights  for  a 
genuine  revolutionary  multiethnic  work- 
ers party.  We  say:  Down  with  Vigipirate! 
Down  with  the  racist  security  campaign! 
For  full  citizenship  rights  for  all  /mmi- 
grants!  Stop  the  deportations  and  racist 
roundups!  U 


fade  unionists  from 
ound  the  country  at 
lune  2001  protest  in 
Columbia,  South 
Carolina  demand 
freedom  for 
Charleston  Five. 
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operators’  concerns  (Charleston  Post  and 
Cowr/>r.  20  May).  The  SPA  is  pushing  to 
expand  the  Port  of  Charleston,  the  coun- 
try’s fourlh-busiesi  container  port,  and  all 
the  cargo  is  handled  by  the  33  crane  oper- 
ators. Within  two  days,  the  SPA  had 
relented,  agreeing  to  negotiate  on  the  out- 
standing issues,  even  though  slate  law 
forbids  collective  bargaining  with  slate 
employees. 

This  victory  came  43  days  before  the 
contract  expiration  of  the  International 
Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union  on  the 
West  Coast,  where  the  ship  operators 
association  has  declared  its  intent  to 
attack  work  rules  and  a wide  range  of 
union  gains.  The  Charleston  walkout 
illustrates  the  type  of  determined  labor 
action  needed  to  beat  back  the  bosses’ 
anti-union  attacks. 

In  January  2000,  the  Charleston  water- 
front was  the  scene  of  a biller  confronta- 
tion. as  long.shoremen  protesting  attempts 
to  use  non-union  stevedores  defied  hun- 
dreds of  cops  firing  tear  gas  and  shock 
grenades  at  the  picketing  workers  (see 


"Charleston  ILA  Battles  Racist  Union- 
Busting  Assault."  WV  No.  728,  28  Janu- 
ary 2000).  That  labor  action  resulted  in 
a victory  over  the  union-busting  efforts 
of  the  Nordana  Line  and  the  SPA.  Late 
last  year,  following  a defense  campaign 
that  drew  support  from  unions  around  the 
world,  the  state  finally  dropped  its  ven- 


detta against  the  Charleston  Five,  who 
had  been  framed  up  on  bogus  felony 
"riot"  charges  for  defending  their  union 
against  the  massive  police  assault. 

It  was  around  the  lime  of  the  long- 
shoremen’s successful  struggle  against 
union-busting  that  the  crane  operators 
and  a hundred  other  formerly  non-union 
port  workers  joined  Local  1422.  In  an 
interview  with  WV,  Cross  explained  that 
the  SPA  had  launched  an  attack  on  the 
crane  operators  because  "they  wouldn’t 
tolerate  us  joining  the  union.”  He  added 
that  following  the  criminal  attack  on  the 
World  Trade  Center,  the  SPA  “told  us 
times  were  rough  and  everybody  took  a 
crunch  and  we’ve  got  to  cut  back."  This 
only  serves  to  underline  that  the  flag- 
waving  "national  unity”  promoted  by  the 
capitalists  means  attacks  on  the  working 
class. 

That  the  predominantly  white  and 
highly  skilled  crane  operators  joined  this 
overwhelmingly  black  ILA  local  shows 
how  class  struggle  can  cut  across  the 
racial  divisions  fostered  by  the  ruling 
class  to  divide  and  weaken  the  whole 
working  class.  To  this  day,  decades  after 


the  formal  abolition  of  Jim  Crow  segrega- 
tion. there  are  still  some  segregated  ILA 
locals  and  hiring  halls  in  the  South.  This 
speaks  to  the  refusal  of  the  pro-capitalist 
union  bureaucracy  to  mobilize  labor’s 
power  in  struggle  against  every  instance 
of  racial  oppression  and  discrimination. 
Yet  such  a struggle  is  key  to  organizing 
the  racist  "open  shop”  South — not  least  in 
South  Carolina,  where  barely  4 percent  of 
workers  are  currently  unionized. 

The  struggles  for  black  rights  and 
union  rights  are  inseparable.  But  the  pre- 
capitalist labor  tops  shackle  the  power  of 
the  working  class  to  the  class  enemy, 
primarily  through  the  Democratic  Party. 
It  is  necessary  to  fight  for  a new.  class- 
struggle  leadership  of  labor  committed  to 
the  political  independence  of  the  working 
class  and  to  the  cause  of  black  freedom. 
Union-busting,  racial  oppression  and  the 
increasing  immiseration  of  workers  and 
the  poor  will  only  be  eradicated  through 
a socialist  revolution  that  smashes  the 
capitalist  system  and  places  the  multi- 
racial working  class  in  power.  Break  with 
the  Democrats — For  a workers  party  to 
fight  for  a workers  government!* 


Black  History  and  the 
Class  Struggle  No.  16 

A Soartaosi  Pamphlet  $1 

Black  History 
amt  the  Class  Struggle 

M.  11 

contents  inciuae, 

• South  Africa  Torn  by  AIDS  Crisis 

• South  Africa  ANC  Regime: 
Enforcer  for  Imperialist  Plunder 

• Down  With  the  Confederate 
Flag  of  Slavery! 

• The  Fight  to  Unionize  the 
“Open  Shop"  South 

$1  (48  pages) 

Order  from;  Spartacist  Publishing  Co. 
Box  1 377  GPO,  New  York,  NY  1 01 1 6 

South  African  Workers  Battle 

31  MAY  2002 


11 


WORKCRS  VAR60RRB 


South  Carolina  Port  Walkout 


ILA  Crane  Operators  Defeat 


For  two  days  beginning  May 
1 7,  the  Port  of  Charleston  in  South 
Carolina  was  paralyzed  as  33 
crane  operators,  members  of  Interna- 
tional Longshoremen’s  Association 
(ILA)  Local  1422.  walked  off  the  job 
to  demand  the  reinstatement  of  a vic- 
timized worker.  Virgil  Cross.  The  walk- 
out ended  after  the  State  Ports  Author- 
ity (SPA)  agreed  to  reinstate  Cross  and 
not  fire  or  discipline  any  of  the  workers 
who  walked  out.  The  SPA  also  agreed 


Anti-Union  Assauit 


to  modify  and  re-examine  pay  and 
work  rule  changes  it  had  imposed, 
including  the  elimination  of  nighttime 
and  weekend  overtime  differential  pay. 
ILA  Local  1422  president  Kenneth 
Riley  told  Workers  Vanguard  that  the 
crane  operators  "recognized  the  strength 
that  they  had.  If  they  stick  together,  they 
can  demand  that  [the  SPAJ  come  to 


the  table.  And  they  did  that.  They  with- 
held their  labor,  they  assembled  at  the 
union  hall  and  demanded  that  the  stale 
negotiate.” 

The  SPA  had  suspended  Cross  for 
talking  about  the  crane  operators’ 
grievances  to  a TV  crew  doing  a story 
on  the  port.  The  other  crane  opera- 
tors immediately  met  in  the  ILA  union 


hall  and  decided  to  walk  out,  defy- 
ing a South  Carolina  law  that 
bans  stale  workers  from  striking. 
Unlike  the  longshoremen,  who  work  for 
private  stevedore  and  shipping  compa- 
nies, the  crane  operators  are  employed 
directly  fay  the  SPA,  a stale  agency. 
But  as  cranes  were  idled  and  container- 
laden ships  tied  up  in  the  harbor.  SPA 
chairman  Whitemarch  Smith  discovered 
that  "you  have  to  be  sensitive”  to  the 
continued  on  page  II 


Bureaucrats  Sell  Out  for  Ruliner  Social  Democrats 


Germany:  Metal  Workers 
Strikes  Rattle  Government 


BERLIN.  May  25 — Hundreds  of 
thousands  of  members  of  the  IG  Me- 
lall  industrial  union  staged  a series 
of  one-day  rolling  strikes  earlier 
this  month.  Centered  in  the  auto  and 
electrical  industries  in  the  southwest- 
ern state  of  Baden-WUrtiemberg  and 
in  the  Berlin/Brandenburg  districts, 
the  strikes  vividly  demonstrated  the 
potential  power  of  this  integrated 
workforce:  men  and  women,  ethnic 
Germans  and  workers  of  Turkish. 
Kurdish,  Greek  and  Yugoslav  descent 
all  stood  side  by  side  on  the  picket 
lines. 

The  counterrevolutionary  annex- 
ation of  the  former  East  German 
,(DDR)  deformed  workers  state  in 
1990  meant  devastation  in  the  East 
and  escalating  attacks  on  workers’ 
living  standards  in  the  West,  After  ten 
years  of  dwindling  wages  and  auster- 
ity cutbacks  in  social  services,  the 
metal  workers  were  demanding  a 6.5 
percent  pay  raise.  The  strikes  were 
widely  popular;  workers  around  the 
country  understood  that  a victory 
by  the  powerful  IG  Meiall  union— 
which  represents  2.7  million  workers— 
would  make  it  easier  for  them  to  success- 
fully fight  attacks  on  wages  and  benefits. 

The  strikes  came  only  weeks  after  the 
Social  Democrats  (SPD),  who  rule  Ger- 
many at  the  federal  level  in  coalition  with 
the  bourgeois  Greens,  suffered  a sling- 
ing defeat  at  the  hands  of  the  right-wing 
Christian  Democratic  Union  (CDU)  in 
state  elections  in  Saxony-Anhalt.  From 
Austria  and  Italy  to  France  and  Hol- 
land. capitalist  governments  led  by  so- 
cial democrats  or  class-collaborationist 
popular-front  coalitions  have  paved  the 
way  for  rightist  demagogues  by  carrying 
out  anti-labor  and  anti-immigrant  attacks. 
A solid  strike  and  decisive  victory  by  the 
huge  multiethnic  IG  Metall  union  would 
have  set  a powerful  example  for  work- 
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ers  throughout  West  Europe.  But  the  IG 
Metall  bureaucrats  pushed  through  a 
sellout. 

SPD  chancellor  Gerhard  Schroder 
feared  that  an  extended  strike  might 
cost  his  government  a victory  in  fed- 
eral elections  scheduled  tor  September. 
A day  after  the  strikes  began,  Schroder 
demanded  that  both  sides  "return  as 
soon  as  possible  to  the  negotiating  table 
and  solve  the  wage  conflict.”  Less  than 
two  weeks  later,  the  IG  Metall  bureau- 
crats dutifully  settled  the  strike  in  the 
key  Baden-Wurttemberg  district,  accept- 
ing a wage  increase  amounting  to  less 
than  3.5  percent  and  continuing  the 
lower  wages  and  longer  hours  impo.sed 
on  workers  in  the  former  East  Germany. 
The  financial  newspaper  Handelsbhm 


(16  May)  headlined;  "Metal  Contract 
Helps  Schroder.” 

But  on  the  picket  lines,  the  con- 
tract was  greeted  with  anger.  Workers  in 
major  factories  in  Baden-Wiirttemberg 
voted  against  it  by  53  to  59  percent.  But 
the  union  rules  require  a 75  percent  vote 
to  overturn  a seiilemenl!  It  is  such 
bureaucratic  rules— accompanied  by  the 
whole  structure  of  institutionalized  class 

collaboration  sanctioned  by  law that 

the  pro-SPD  union  misleaders  wield  in 
their  efforts  to  prevent  class  struggle. 
Germany  has  approximately  10  percent 
as  many  strikes  as  the  U.S.,  where  strike 
activity  has  been  at  its  lowest  point  in 
decades. 

The  IG  Metall  lops’  betrayal  will  only 
encourage  further  attacks  by  the  bosses. 


as  employers  organization  president 
Dieter  Hundt  immediately  made 
clear  in  threatening  further  plant 
“rationalizations”  and  layoffs.  In 
selling  out  workers  struggles  in  order 
to  secure  votes  for  the  SPD  as  a sup- 
posed way  to  "fight  the  right,"  the 
social-democratic  union  tops  only 
help  to  strengthen  the  forces  of  right- 
wing  reaction. 

It  was  only  the  extreme  anger  of 
the  IG  Metall  ranks  that  compelled 
the  union  leadership  to  call  a strike. 
Even  before  the  leadup  to  the  con- 
tract dispute,  massive  opposition 
within  the  working  class  to  the  U.S.- 
led  bombing  of  Afghanistan  and 
Germany’s  participation  in  the  war 
impelled  the  unions  onto  a collision 
course  with  the  SPD/Green  govern- 
ment. When  IG  Metall  called  for  a 
halt  to  the  bombing,  Schroder  arro- 
gantly warned  the  union  to  "keep 
your  fingers  out  of  foreign  policy.”  In 
January,  thousands  of  IG  Metall 
.shipyard  workers  went  on  strike,  fol- 
lowed two  weeks  later  by  a walkout 
at  the  GM  Opel  plant  in  Bochum. 
Mass  meetings  of  shop  stewards  at  the 
giant  Siemens  corporation  and  other 
electrical  and  auto  companies  angrily 
demanded  wage  increases  of  up  to  10  to 
12  percent  and  made  clear  that  they  were 
ready  to  strike. 

From  the  outset,  the  IG  Metall  bu- 
reaucracy did  everything  in  its  power  to 
keep  from  hurting  the  bosses’  profits, 
refusing  to  call  all  -out  strike  action  in 
favor  of  "flexi-strikes.”  which  meant  in 
practice  that  a one-day  plant  strike  was 
followed  by  massive  overtime  to  make 
up  lost  production.  The  union  tops  even 
used  a specially  developed  computer 
program  to  avoid  striking  plants  that 
might  cause  parts  shortages  elsewhere! 

Comrades  of  the  Spartakisl  Workers 
continued  on  page  9 
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Cointelpro-Stvie  Spying  and  Provocation 


New  FBI  Rules:  A Danger  to  All 


On  May  30.  Attorney  General  John  Ashcroft 
announced  new  “guidelines*’  for  FBI  opera- 
tions to  “combat  terrorism.”  Each  of  the  FBI's 
50-plus  field  offices  will  now  have  full  author- 
ity to  infiltrate  political  and  religious  groups, 
conduct  surreptitious  break-ins  of  homes  and 
offices  and  seize  information,  including  on 
computers,  without  a scintilla  of  evidence  of 
any  criminal  activity.  The  standards  for  con- 
ducting an  investigation  under  the  new  guide- 
lines are  blatantly  put  as  ’‘substantially  lower 
than  probable  cause.”  In  fact,  the  basis  for  FBI 
investigations  will  be  "thought  crimes.”  i.e.. 
political  advocacy.  Ashcroft’s  guidelines  allow 
the  FBI  to  initiate  ”a  terrorism  enterprise  inves- 
tigation” of  organizations  even  if  their  state- 
ments or  activities  “would  not  warrant  such  a 
determination.”  And  if  the  government  labels 
you  a “terrorist”  it  means  you’re  an  outlaw  to 
whom  they  can  do  anything  they  want, 


The  FBI’s  Counterterrorism  Division  is 
shifted  from  “reactive  orientation  to  proac- 
tive”— i.e.,  "prevention  of  terrorism”  rather 
than  criminal  prosecution.  The  operational 
point  is  to  provide  justification  and  a mandate 
for  massive  and  intrusive  state  surveillance, 
suspension  of  democratic  rights  and  the  use  of 
extralegal  force.  Investigations  for  “preven- 
tion” provide  the  perfect  open-ended  situation 
for  the  government.  Full-scale  state  interven- 
tion is  justified;  if  there  are  no  terrorist 
attacks,  then  the  methods  arc  "proven”  suc- 
cessful; if  there  are  terrorist  attacks,  this  is 
justification  for  even  further  state  surveillance. 
In  short,  the  "new”  guidelines  are  that  there 
are  no  guidelines. 

Ashcroft’s  announcement  resurrects  the 
notorious  Counter-Intelligence  Program  (COIN- 
TELPRO).  This  operation  was  begun  in  the 
continued  on  page  6 
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In  the  name  of  "war  on  terrorism,"  FBI  head  Robert  Mueller  and 
Attorney  General  John  Ashcroft  shred  democratic  rights. 


\ll  Indian,  Pakistani  Troops  Out! 


Kashmir: 

Flash  Point  for  War 


Reulers  photos 

Indian  prime  minister  Atal  Bihari  Vajpayee 


threaten  to  plunge  the  subcontinent  into 
a nuclear  confiagration.  it  is  all  the  more 
necessary  for  the  workers  of  India  and 
Pakistan  to  unite  around  their  common 
class  interests  in  opposition  to  the  chauvin- 
ism of  their  "own”  bourgeoisies. 

The  appeals  for  peace  by  the  Bush 
administration  and  its  junior  partner, 
the  British  Labour  government  of  Tony 
Blair,  reek  of  imperialist  arrogance  and 
hypocrisy.  It  was  British  imperialism. 


under  an  earlier  Labour  government, 
that  implemented  the  1947  partition 
of  India  along  religious-communal 
lines,  leading  to  the  slaughter  of  up  to 
u million  people  and  paving  the  way 
for  the  subsequent  decades  of  war 
and  fratricide.  As  for  the  sanctimoni- 
ous lectures  by  U.S.  imperialism 
about  the  dangers  of  nuclear  brink- 
manship, these  come  from  the  only  coun- 
try ever  to  use  nuclear  weapons;  even 
now,  as  it  prepares  for  an  assault  against 
semicolonial  Iraq.  Washington  refuses  to 
rule  out  the  possibility  of  a nuclear  strike 
against  that  non-nuclear  state.  All  imperi- 
alist troops  out  of  Central  Asia  and  the 
Near  East — U.S.  hands  off  Iraq! 

It  is  the  U.S.  that  has  stoked  the  fiames 
of  war  on  both  sides,  helping  to  bring 
continued  on  page  15 


Reuters 


LINE  11 — The  latest  confrontation 
etween  India  and  Paki.stan  over  the 
isputed  territory  of  Kashmir  brought 
le  two  regional  powers  to  the  brink 
f another  full-scale  war.  potentially 
ith  nuclear  weapons.  Some  one  mil- 
on  troops  still  confront  each  other  at 
le  Line  of  Control  dividing  Kashmir  . 
etween  India  and  Pakistan.  Intense 
rlillery  shelling  in  recent  weeks  has 
Iready  killed  hundreds  of  villagers  on 
oih  sides,  and  tens  of  thousands  more 
ave  been  forced  to  flee  their  homes  for 
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Pakistani  president  Pervez  Musharraf  and 
threaten  war  over  Kashmir. 

safety.  While  both  India  and  Pakistan 
seem  to  be  backing  down  under  pressure 
from  U.S.  imperialism.  Kashmir  remains 
a potential  trip  wire  for  war  between  the 
two  countries.  As  in  the  three  wars 
already  fought  between  India  and  Paki- 
stan. Marxists  would  advance  the  position 
of  revolutionary  defeatism,  calling  on  the 
workers  to  turn  their  guns  the  other  way. 
As  the  reactionary  capitalist  govern- 
ments in'  New  Delhi  and  Islamabad 


Protest  Police  Killing  of  Santiago  Villanueva! 


New  Jersey 

On  April  16.  when  Dominican  immi- 
grant garment  worker  Santiago  "Chago” 
Villanueva  suffered  a severe  epileptic  sei- 
zure. his  co-workers  dialed  911  for  med- 
ical assistance.  Instead  of  an  ambulance, 
four  white  Bloomfield,  New  Jersey  cops 
appeared  on  the  scene.  One  of  them  took 
a look  at  the  35-year-old  black  man  with 
dreadlocks  writhing  in  convulsions  and 
declared.  “This  man  is  on  drugs."  After 
slapping  handcuffs  on  Villanueva,  two  of 
the  cops  pul  their  knees  on  his  back  and 
another  stepped  on  his  head,  while  his 
horrified  co-workers  pleaded  with  them 
to  slop.  The  cops  repeatedly  screamed  at 
Villanueva,  "Speak  English!”  This  racist 
tirade  may  well  have  been  the  last  words 
he  heard.  Within  30  minutes,  he  was 
dead.  According  to  the  medical  examiner, 
the  cause  of  death  was  "mechanical 
asphyxia  following  physical  restraint.”  In 
layman’s  terms.  Santiago  Villanueva  was 
strangled  to  death. 

A month  later,  the  Medical  Examiner’s 


Office  in  Newark  classified  Villaneuva's 
death  as  a homicide,  But  the  killer  cops 
remain  on  the  job.  The  police  brass  have 
not  even  taken  the  usual  step  of  placing 
them  on  desk  duly  pending  what  w ill  no 
doubt  be  a whitewashing  grand  jury 
"investigation.” 

This  racist  killing  sparked  a series  of 
protests,  including  in  the  Dominican 
community  of  Washington  Heights  in 
Manhattan  where  Villanueva  lived  for 
nine  years.  "Chago"  w'as  well  known  as  a 
percussionist  committed  to  preserving 
and  extending  Caribbean  culture  by  per- 
forming with  his  band  at  Dominican  fes- 
tivals and  volunteering  to  leach  Afro- 
Dominican  dance.  A bodega  on  Audubon 
Avenue  in  the  neighborhood  hung  a large 
banner  reading  "VerJacJ,  Justicia  y Paz 
Pam  Santiago  Villanueva"  (Truth.  Justice 
and  Peace  for  Santiago  Villanueva). 

In  the  aftermath  of  September  11.  the 
bourgeois  pres.s  and  politicians,  beat- 
ing the  drums  for  "national  unity,”  have 
endlessly  portrayed  the  cops  as  "heroes.” 
This  only  emboldens  the  police  in  their 
terrorizing  of  black  and  Latino  youth. 
Within  the  ghettos,  the  "national  unity" 


U.S.  Imperialism:  Greatest  Enemy 
of  World’s  Workers 

Proclaiming  itself  the  "world's  only  super- 
power" following  the  counterrevolutionary 
destruction  of  the  Soviet  Union  a decade 
ago.  U.S.  imperialism  increasingly  asserts 
its  “right"  to  dominate  the  planet.  Address- 
ing a 1948  convention  of  the  then-Trotskyist 
Socialist  Workers  Party,  after  the  U.S.  had 
emerged  from  World  War  II  as  the  hege- 
monic imperialist  power.  SWP  leader  James 
P.  Cannon  stressed  that  only  proletarian 
revolution  could  end  the  capitalist  system  of  exploitation  and  imperialist  war.  Today, 
when  there  is  no  significant  class  of  small  farmers  in  the  U.S.,  we  call  for  a workers 
government,  not  a workers  and  fanners  government,  as  an  expression  of  the  proletarian 
class  rule  needed  to  expropriate  the  rapacious  American  bourgeoisie. 

The  Wall  Street  money-sharks,  and  the  brass  hats  of  Prussian  mentality,  are  riding  high 
in  Washington  these  days.  The  masters  of  America,  drunk  with  power,  are  threatening 
and  terrifying  the  people  of  the  world — seeking  to  dominate  and  enslave  them — striving 
to  transform  the  other  countries  of  the  world  into  colonies  of  the  American  empire. 

Their  program  is  a program  of  madness,  and  it  is  doomed  to  failure.  The  great  major- 
ity of  the  peoples  of  the  world  do  not  want  to  be  slaves  of  America.  That  is  to  their  credit 
and  we  applaud  them  for  it.  The  attempt  to  enslave  them  would  be  profitable  only  for 
the  small  group  of  monopolists — and  the  military  caste,  who  dreams  of  careers  as  colo- 
nial administrators  of  conquered  peoples.... 

All  this  is  part  and  parcel  of  the  development  of  capitalism— the  system  which  puls 
profits  above  all  other  considerations.  The  capitalist  system  has  long  outlived  its  use- 
fulness. Capitalism  offers  no  future  to  the  people  but  depressions,  imperialist  wars,  fas- 
cism. universal  violence  and  a final  plunge  into  barbarism. 

To  avoid  such  a fate,  the  workers  of  the  United  States  must  go  into  politics  on  their 
own  account,  independent  of  all  capitalist  politics.  They  must  take  power,  establish  a 
Workers’  and  Farmers’  Government,  and  reorganize  the  economy  of  the  country  on  a 
socialist  basis.  Socialist  economy  in  the  United  States,  eliminating  capitalist  wars,  prof- 
its and  waste,  will  be  so  productive  as  to  ensure  a rich  living  for  all  who  are  willing  and 
able  to  work,  and  provide  security  and  ample  means  for  the  aged  and  infirm. 

We  should  also  help  the  hungry  people  of  the  world  to  improve  their  standard  of 
life.  Socialist  America  will  rapidly  make  that  possible  by  helping  them  to  secure  their 
own  freedom  and  develop  their  own  economy.  Eventually,  the  economy  of  the  entire 
world  will  be  united  and  planned  on  a socialist  basis.  This  will  bring  universal  peace — 
and  undreamed  of  abundance  for  all  people  everywhere.  The  real  upward  march  of 
humanity  will  begin. 

—James  P.  Cannon,  "The  Two  Americas"  (July  1948).  reprinted  in 
Notebook  of  an  Agitator  (]95^) 
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fraud  is  perpetrated  by  black  Democratic 
Party  politicians.  While  many  of  these 
earlier  sought  to  contain  outrage  against 
racist  "profiling"  by  getting  in  front  of 
protests  against  police  killings,  in  New 
Jersey  and  New  York  the  black  politicos 
have  been  virtually  silent  on  the  brutal 
killing  of  Villanueva.  At  an  April  26 
press  conference  in  Bloomfield,  several 
black  ministers  placed  a new  twist  on  the 
tired  demand  for  "sensitivity  training” 
for  the  cops  by  calling  for  better  medical 
training.  But  the  cops  who  squeezed  the 
life  out  of  Santiago  knew  exactly  what 
they  were  doing — Police  Chief  Jack 
McNiff  told  reporters  that  two  of  them 
had  already  been  trained  as  emergency 
medical  technicians! 

At  a May  23  protest  outside  the 
Bloomfield  Law  Enforcement  Building, 
protesters  chanted,  "Por  que  lo  mataron? 


Porque  era  negro:  porque  era  Latino!" 
(Why  did  they  kill  him?  Because  he  was 
black;  because  he  was  Latino!)  A speaker 
for  the  People’s  Organization  for  Pro- 
gress called  for  an  "independent”  police 
review  hoard.  But  such  agencies  arc 
merely  a way  to  make  the  system  of  rac- 
ist capitalist  repression  more  efficient 
and  "credible”  as  the  cops  carry  out  their 
daily  reign  of  terror  against  working  peo- 
ple and  minorities. 

Prominent  at  a number  of  the  protests 
has  been  the  reformist  Socialist  Workers 
Party  (SWP).  whose  maximum  call  is  to 
"Jail  the  Guilty  Cops.”  It  would  certainly 
be  appropriate  for  these  racist  thugs  to 
spend  the  rest  of  their  lives  among  their 
victims  in  living  hells  like  Rahway 
prison.  But  behind  the  SWP’s  demand  is 
the  reformist  notion  that  the  capitalist 
slate  will  dispense  “justice”  against  its 
own  agents  of  repression.  Along  with  the 
cops,  the  courts  and  prisons  are  at  the 
core  of  the  capitalist  slate — the  repressive 
apparatus  protecting  the  properly,  profits 
and  class  rule  of  the  liny  minority  that 
owns  the  wealth  of  society  and  is  intent 
on  squeezing  labor  to  maximize  profits. 

The  cops  cannot  be  "reformed"  or 
"controlled  by  the  community"  becau.se 
their  job  is  to  operate  as  the  armed 
enforcers  for  the  rule  of  racist  American 
capitalism.  The  racist  brutality  of  the 
cops  cannot  be  ended  short  of  sweeping 
away  the  capitalist  state  through  work- 
ers revolution.  The  necessary  instrument 
to  unite  the  working  class  in  revolu- 
tionary struggle  against  the  class  enemy 
is  a multiracial  workers  party  that  cham- 
pions the  cause  of  all  the  exploited  and 
oppressed.! 


Turkey  

Hands  Off  Omer  Asan! 


The  following  Partisan  Defense  Com- 
mittee letter  vvaj  sent  to  Turkish  prime 
minister  Biilent  Ecevit  on  June  II. 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee 
protests  the  criminal  proceedings  that 
the  Turkish  government  has  brought 
against  the  writer  Omer  Asan  and  his 
publisher  and  demands  that  the  case 
against  them  be  dropped  immediately. 
Facing  possible  imprisonment,  they 
have  been  ordered  to  appear  in  court 
without  even  being  informed  of  the 
charges  against  them.  We  also  protest 
the  government’s  act  of  censorship 
against  Asan's  highly  acclaimed  book 
Pantos  Kulturii  {The  Culture  of  the 
Pontus),  which  has  been  banned  from 
sale. 

The  proceedings  against  Asan  fol- 
lowed a campaign,  spearheaded  by  the 
fascistic  Grey  Wolves  of  the  National- 
ist Action  Party  (part  of  the  current 
governing  coalition),  in  which  Asan 
was  accused  of  being  a "traitor”  to 
Turkey  and  a "friend  of  Greece" 
because  of  his  study  of  the  Poniian 


minority,  a community  in  the  northeast 
of  the  country  whose  language  and  cul- 
ture have  Hellenic  roots.  The  repressive 
apparatus  of  the  state  has  now  taken  up 
the  campaign  against  Asan.  threatening 
legal  repression  for  the  "crime"  of 
doing  an  academic  study  of  the  history 
and  (almost  extinct)  language  of  his 
native  region. 

This  is  a threat  to  anyone  who 
would  even  affirm  the  existence  of 
non-Turkish  peoples  and  cultures 
within  the  frontiers  of  the  Turkish 
stale.  We  iniransigenlly  defend  the 
democratic  rights  of  all  peoples, 
whether  they  be  Kurds.  Armenians  or 
others — including  the  Turks  them- 
selves. When  thousands  of  Turks  were 
expelled  from  Bulgaria  in  I989  fol- 
lowing a failed  campaign  of  forced 
assimilation,  we  protested  to  the  Bul- 
garian government  demanding  an  end 
to  the  expulsions  and  brutal  oppression 
of  that  country’s  Turkish  population. 

We  repeat;  Drop  the  case  against 
Omer  Asan! 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


British  Columbia:  Down  With  Racist  Referendum! 


Native  People’s  Rights  and 
Labor  Struggle  in  Canada 


Native  people’s  contingent  leads  May  25  march  through  downtown 
Vancouver  to  protest  austerity  attacks  by  right-wing  British  Columbia 
government. 


The  following  article  is  reprinted  from 
Spariacisl  Canada  No.  IS3  (Summer  2002), 
newspaper  of  the  Trotskyist  League/ 
Ligue  Trotskyste.  Canadian  section  of  the 
International  Communist  League.  The 
article  first  published  as  a Sparlacist 
Canada  supplement  for  distribution  at  a 
Mav  25  labor  demonstration  in  Vancou- 
vcr,  British  Columbia  against  the  auster- 
ity attacks  of  the  B.C.  provincial  govern- 
ment under  the  right-wing  Liberal  Party. 
Some  40.000  trade  unionists,  youth,  in- 
digenous Native  people,  immigrants  and 
other  minorities  joined  the  protest. 

sPARTAcisT..:;::^ 

Gordon  Campbell’s  Liberals  came  lo 
office  a year  ago  with  three  prongs  lo  their 
reactionary  program.  They  swore  to  step 
up  the  attacks  on  social  programs  already 
begun  by  the  NDP  (social-democratic 
New  Democratic  Party],  to  savage  the 
public  sector  unions,  and  to  trample  Na- 
tive rights  by  means  of  a sham  referen- 
dum on  land  claims.  Working  people  who 
are  determined  to  turn  aside  the  first  two. 
which  are  aimed  straight  at  their  lives  and 
livelihoods,  must  also  strenuously  oppose 
the  third. 

The  Liberals’  treaty  referendum,  like 
their  frontal  assault  on  labor  and  the  poor, 
was  crafted  to  appeal  lo  their  middle- 
class  base,  especially  outside  the  multi- 
ethnic Lower  Mainland  (Vancouver  and 
surrounding  area].  However,  the  referen- 
dum also  seeks  lo  chain  key  sectors  of  the 
working  class  tighter  to  their  exploiters 
by  manipulating  widespread  anli-Native 
racism.  For  nearly  ten  years,  economic 
crises  in  Asia  and  elsewhere  have  hit  Brit- 
ish Columbia  hard,  reliant  as  the  provin- 
cial economy  is  on  exports  of  lumber, 
minerals  and  fish.  As  mines  and  mills 
shut  down,  throwing  tens  of  thousands 
out  of  work.  Native  people  struggling  to 
assert  some  measure  of  control  over  their 
territories  and  the  resources  they  contain 
are  supposed  lo  take  the  blame. 

This  is  sucker  bait,  designed  to  blind 
workers  lo  the  real  enemy.,  the  capitalist 
class  and  its  bloodsucking  resource  cor- 
porations. The  referendum  is  the  Liber- 
als’ offer  of  racist  “unity”  between  work- 
ers and  bosses  against  the  poorest  of  the 
poor,  and  it  is  poison.  As  an  integral  part 
of  its  own  struggles,  labor  must  defend 
Native  rights. 

Capitalist  Canada: 

Hell  for  Native  People 

The  racist  lie  that  land  claims  are  lin- 
ing the  pockets  of  Native  people  while 
undermining  the  livelihoods  of  “ordinary 
British  Columbians"  is  beyond  grotesque. 
By  every  conceivable  measure.  Natives 
are  the  poorest  and  most  marginalised 
people  in  B.C.  and  throughout  Canada. 
Canadian  capitalism  was  founded  on  the 
destruction  of  the  pre-existing  aborigi- 
nal societies,  whose  lands  were  expropri- 
ated through  fraud  and  military  conquest 
by  the  European  colonialists.  Today  the 
majority  of  Native  people  live  in  urban 
centers  where,  forcibly  isolated  from  any 
role  in  social  production,  they  are  targets 
for  all-sided  racism  and  police  terror. 
Aboriginal  people  are  disproportionately 
represented  both  among  the  homeless  and 
in  the  prison  population,  and  the  massive 
welfare  cuts  now  being  imposed  will 
strike  them  especially  hard. 

Nowhere  is  the  nightmare  of  poverty, 
despair,  disea.se  and  cop  violence  clearer 
than  in  Vancouver’s  heavily  Native  Down- 
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town  Eastside.  In  this,  the  poorest  neigh- 
borhood in  all  of  Canada,  ravaged  by 
AIDS  and  drug  abuse,  the  disappearance 
of  more  than  50  prostitutes — the  majority 
of  them  Native  women — was  ignored  by 
the  cops  for  years.  Under  intense  pressure 
from  relatives,  the  police  are  now  investi- 
gating what  may  be  the  worst  serial  kill- 
ing in  Canadian  history. 

Hundreds  of  thousands  of  other  Native 
people  live  on  the  squalid  reserves  estab- 
lished lo  formalize  their  dispossession, 
or  in  isolated  communities  where  no 
treaties  were  ever  signed,  as  in  most  of 
B.C.  The  working  class  mu.si  defend 
whatever  political  autonomy  aboriginal 
peoples  with  a land  base  are  able  to 
wrest  from  the  courts  and  government, 
including  the  right  to  govern  their  land 
and  control  their  resources.  But  treaties 
in  and  of  themselves — necessarily  nego- 
tiated on  wildly  unequal  terms — can  fun- 
damentally do  little  to  relieve  the  misery 
of  Native  people  in  Canadian  society. 
That  requires  a fight  lo  uproot  the  entire 
brutal  and  racist  capitalist  system. 

The  referendum  and  other  Liberal 
attacks  in  B.C.  come  in  the  context  of 
the  Canadian  rulers’  “war  on  terror”:  a 
program  of  stepped-up  stale  repression 
which  targets  immigrants  in  the  first 
instance,  but  which  directly  threatens  the 
rights  of  the  entire  working  class.  Work- 
ing people  must  clearly  understand  that 
an  injury  to  one  is  an  injury  to  all.  that  the 
oppressed  must  go  forward  together  if 
they  are  not  to  be  driven  back  separately. 

Thanks  to  its  central  role  in  capitalist 
production,  the  working  class,  including 
its  strategic  component  of  foreign-born 
workers,  uniquely  has  the  social  power 
to  beat  back  the  capitalists’  onslaught  on 
jobs,  social  program.s  and  basic  rights 
and  open  the  road  lo  a socialist  future, 
in  order  to  rally  all  the  victims  of  capital- 
ism for  such  a struggle,  the  proletariat 
must  champion  the  cause  of  all  the  op- 
pressed. Any  concession  to  the  bourgeois 
enemy’s  consciously  fostered  bigotry — 
anti-immigrant  or  anti-Native  racism. 
anti-Quebec  chauvinism,  fear  and  hatred 
of  gays — can  only  poison  unity  and  derail 
class  struggle. 

Native  Rights  and  the 
“Treaty  Process" 

The  very  first  item  on  Campbell’s  bal- 
lot— "Private  property  should  not  be 
expropriated  for  treaty  settlements” — 
cuts  to  the  heart  of  the  land  claims  issue. 


the  sanctity  of  the  capitalists'  property  re- 
lations. Under  the  system  of  private  own- 
ership of  the  means  lo  produce  wealth — 
which  lines  the  pockets  of  a handful  of 
capitalist  parasites  while  exploiting  and 
immiserating  the  vast  majority — there 
can  be  no  lasting  justice  for  aboriginal 
people,  or  working  people  either. 

So  cynical  is  the  Liberals’  referendum, 
with  its  blatantly  rigged  questions,  that  the 
government  announced  it  would  simply 
ignore  the  results  if  any  of  its  reactionary- 
populist  proposals  were  turned  down! 
Aboriginal  groups,  joined  by  many  oth- 
ers. have  quite  rightly  called  for  a boycott 
of  this  in-your-face  fraud. 

Campbell’s  attempt  to  bury  treaty 
negotiations  is  also  opposed,  for  their 
own  reasons,  by  important  elements  of 
the  ruling  class,  who  worry  that  it  will 
only  inflame  relations  with  Native  people 
determined  lo  pursue  their  land  claims. 
The  absence  of  treaties  in  B.C.  has  in- 
creasingly made  corporations  “insecure” 
about  doing  business  here:  if  companies 
like  (pulp  and  paper  giant]  Weyerhaeuser 
are  going  to  invest  billions,  they  don’t 
want  unresolved  land  claims  getting  in 
the  way  of  exploiting  "their”  resources. 
This  was  the  explicit  rationale  behind  the 
then  NDP  government's  1998  Nisga’a 
treaty.  NDP  premier  Glen  Clark  boasted 
that  this  settlement  would  "send  a strong 
signal  to  the  world  that  our  province  is 
open  for  investment,”  Today,  even  [finan- 
cial center]  Bay  Street’s  conservative 
mouthpiece,  the  (Toronto]  Globe  and 
Mail  (14  March),  sternly  denounces 
“B.C.’s  referendum  folly.” 

The  arrogant  racism  of  Canada’s  rulers 
toward  the  Native  population  saturates  the 
“treaty  process.”  Of  the  nearly  50  (Native] 
bands  engaged  in  the  process,  more  than 
three-quarters  have  been  mired  in  “Stage 
4”  (negotiating  an  “agreement  in  princi- 
ple") for  years,  with  no  end  in  sight.  In 
fact,  the  only  agreement  signed  in  the  past 
hundred  years — the  Nisga’a  treaty — was 
settled  outside  of  the  process,  following 
three  decades  of  legal  battles. 

The  Haida  of  the  Queen  Charlotte 
Islands  (Haida  Gwaii)  are  a classic  case. 
Their  treaty  process  claim  stymied  for 
almost  a decade  while  corporations  plun- 
dered their  forests,  the  Haida  are  suing 
for  title  of  an  area  containing  an  esti- 
mated ten  billion  barrels  of  oil.  While 
Chief  Reynold  Russ  (Iljawassa)  main- 
tains the  Charlottes  are  theirs  "lock, 
stock  and  barrel."  they  have  also  made 


clear  that  they  have  no  intention  of  inter- 
fering with  other  residents  on  the  islands, 
which  remain  overwhelmingly  undevel- 
oped. Rather  they  seek  to  prevent  their 
resources  being  pillaged  by  the  oil  com- 
panies. The  Haida  have  lived  on  these 
islands  for  millennia,  surviving  the  rav- 
ages of  smallpox  introduced  by  Euro- 
pean visitors,  the  removal  of  their  chil- 
dren to  residential  schools  and  more  than 
two  centuries  of  racist  degradation.  The 
Charlottes  and  their  resources  should 
belong  lo  them,  period. 

A suit  involving  the  Tsawwassen  First 
Nation,  a band  of  200  living  on  a small 
reserve  .stuck  in  the  middle  of  the  Vancou- 
ver Port  Authority  (VPA),  pre.senis  a dif- 
ferent aspect  of  the  fight  for  Native  rights. 
The  Tsawwassen  are  suing  the  VPA  and 
government  because  the  two  mammoth 
causeways  built  in  the  1960s  (and,  over 
the  years,  extended)  for  B.C.  Ferries  and 
the  port  have  all  but  destroyed  their  fish- 
ing grounds.  The  port  now  resides  on  a 
113-hectare  island  at  the  end  of  the 
causeway. 

As  the  Tsawwassen  have  acidly  noted, 
in  2000  the  port  shipped  22.5  million 
tonnes  of  coal  and  almost  700.000  con- 
tainers. while  the  ferry  terminal  handles 
7.8  million  passengers  each  year — and 
the  band  gets  nothing.  Frustrated  by  the 
decades  of  expansion  without  their  con- 
sent, their  suit  seeks  an  injunction  to  both 
restrict  the  port  and  ferry  operations  and 
require  “the  causeways  lo  be  removed  or 
altered  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the 
water  flows.” 

The  Tsawwassen  should  be  mas.sively 
compensated  for  deprivation  of  their  land 
and  resources — they  deserve  every  penny 
that  can  be  squeezed  from  the  govern- 
ment. However,  after  four  decades  of  con- 
struction around  and  through  the  reserve, 
the  removal  of.  or  probably  even  signifi- 
cant alteration  to.  the  terminals  would 
likely  mean  permanently  closing  the  port. 
We  are  not  for  dismantling  ports  or  other 


SOVEREIGNTISTS 
NOI  TERRORISTS 
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William  “Wolverine”  Ignace  at  Gus> 
tafsen  Lake,  1995.  Social-democratic 
NOP  government  sent  army,  Moun- 
ties  to  suppress  Native  protest. 


• « 


facilities  of  broader  utility  to  the  popu- 
lation as  a whole.  Where  land  claims  run 
up  against  socially  useful  developments 
like  ports  and  railways.  Native  peoples 
should  receive  generous  compensation 
for  deprivation  of  land  or  disruption  of 
activity,  based  on  their  completely  con- 
sensual agreement. 

continued  on  page  14 
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Defend  the  Palestinian  People! 


AP  Economist 

Above  left:  Israeli  troops  terrorize  Palestinians  in  Balata  refugee  camp,  June  2.  Right:  Jenin  In  ruins  after  Zionist  blitzkrieg  in  April. 


For  a Socialist  Federation 

of  the  Near  East! 


We  publish  below  an  edited  version  oj 
a presentation  by  WV  editor  Len  Meyers 
at  an  April  25  Spartadst  League  forum 
in  New  York  City. 

The  Zionists  have  an  expression, 
“creating  facts.”  Creating  facts  means  that 
if  the  Palestinians  claim  Arab  East  Jeru- 
salem as  their  own.  you  kick  out  all  the 
Arabs  who  live  there;  destroy  their  hous- 
ing and  replace  it  by  Jewish-only  hous- 
ing and  there’s  no  longer  an  Arab  East 
Jerusalem.  Creating  facts  means  that  you 
tear  up  100-year-old  olive  groves  to  make 
sure  there  are  no  longer  any  Palestinian 
farmers  in  the  West  Bank.  Creating  facts 
means  that  you  build  settlements  which 
are  in  fact  fortified  bastions  manned  by 
fascistic  Israeli  fanatics  who  walk  around 
with  Uzi  machine  guns  and  expropriate 
the  land  that  Palestinians  formerly  lived 
on.  And  then  for  good  measure  you  build 
Jewish-only  highways  that  divide  the 
whole  of  the  Occupied  Territories  into  a 
couple  of  hundred  tiny  ghettos. 

What  we’ve  been  seeing  in  the  last 
three  weeks  is  an  example  of  “creating 
facts.”  You  want  to  negotiate  with  the  Pal- 
estinian Authority?  There  is  no  Palestin- 
ian Authority.  They’ve  even  destroyed  the 
Department  of  Education  and  the  curric- 
ulum records.  You  want  to  build  a Pales- 
tinian stale?  Try  building  it  out  of  a pile 
of  rubble.  What  we’ve  seen  is  massive 
and  deliberate  devastation  and  destruc- 
tion of  the  kind  that  has  not  happened 
since  Israel  occupied  those  territories  in 
1967. 

Coincidentally,  59  years  ago  tonight 
the  uprising  of  the  Jewish  fighters  in  the 
Warsaw  Ghetto  against  the  Nazi  occupa- 
tion forces  was  in  its  fifth  day.  The  scenes 
from  Jenin  evoke  scenes  from  the  Warsaw 
Ghetto.  The  fighters  in  the  alleyways,  the 
burning  buildings,  the  rubble  all  around 
them.  Now.  of  course,  it’s  not  the  same 
situation — the  Israeli  Army  did  not  go 
in  there  to  cart  people  off  to  an  extermi- 
nation camp  like  Auschwitz.  Interestingly 
enough,  one  of  the  Israeli  soldiers  in 


Jenin  compared  the  refugee  camp  to  Viet- 
nam. And  there  certainly  is  some  truth 
to  that.  Vietnam  was  carpel  bombed  and 
napalmed  so  there  was  hardly  anything 
left  standing. 

There  have  been  huge  demonstrations 
all  around  the  world  in  outrage  and  hor- 
ror at  what  has  been  going  on  in  the 
Occupied  Territories  in  recent  weeks — 
demonstrations  in  virtually  every  Arab 
capital,  extending  all  through  the  mainly 
Islamic  countries  all  the  way  to  Indonesia, 
and  also  in  West  Europe  and  even  in  the 


United  Slates,  And  that  is  all  very  good, 
because  if  there  were  no  demonstra- 
tions of  outrage  it  would’ve  been  worse. 
But  then  one  must  ask  the  question,  what 
are  these  demonstrations  for?  Most  of 
these  demonstrations  have  either  openly 
or  implicitly  issued  appeals  for  one  or 
another  imperialist  agency  to  intervene 
on  behalf  of  the  Palestinians  as  either 
“peacekeepers”  or  through  economic  sanc- 
tions against  Israel. 

This  is  a very  dangerous  call,  and  it 
is  particularly  dangerous  right  now  when 


American  imperialism  is.  in  fact,  plan- 
ning a military  intervention  in  the  Near 
East  in  the  form  of  an  attack  on  Iraq. 
Just  as  we  defend  the  Palestinian  people 
against  Zionist  terror  and  call  for  Israel 
out  of  the  Occupied  Territories,  we  call 
for  military  defense  of  Iraq  against  Amer- 
ican imperialism  in  the  event  of  an  attack. 

What  we  have  argued  for  and  what  we 
think  would  be  a lot  more  powerful  is 
mobilizations  of  the  working  class  in  the 
Near  East,  in  West  Europe  and  in  the 
United  States  in  solidarity  with  the  Pales- 
tinians. I’ll  give  you  an  example,  because 
to  a lot  of  people,  especially  given  that 
there  hasn’t  been  a lot  of  class  struggle  in 
this  country  recently,  that  may  seem  far- 
fetched. I happened  to  be  in  Detroit  in 
the  early  1970s.  At  that  time,  the  leader- 
ship of  the  United  Auto  Workers  (UAW) 
had  purchased  a large  amount  of  Israeli 
bonds.  In  other  words,  it  was  basically 
financing  the  Israeli  state.  The  auto  com- 
panies in  the  years  just  before  had 
imported  a lot  of  workers  from  Arab 
countries,  especially  Yemen.  The  reason  is 
interesting — because  they  wanted  to  quell 
black  militancy  in  the  auto  plants.  They 
thought  with  their  usual  divide-and-rule 
strategy  that  bringing  in  Arabs  would  have 
that  effect, 

But.  in  fact,  it  worked  the  other  way 
because  the  Arab  workers  became  mili- 
tant. So  one  day  all  of  a sudden  the 
assembly  lines  slopped  running.  When 
assembly  lines  slop  running,  cars  stop 
being  produced  and  the  company  stops 
making  profit.  The  reason  they  stopped 
running  is  that  the  Arab  auto  workers 
staged  a protest  strike  against  the  pur- 
chase of  Israeli  bonds  by  the  pro-Zionist 
UAW  bureaucracy.  Now.  if  you  can 
imagine  something  like  that  happening 
today  in  Detroit,  which  still  has  a lot  of 
Arab  auto  workers,  and  then  repeated 
in  another  city  and  another  and  another, 
it  would  have  a pretty  powerful  effect. 
For  example,  our  comrades  in  France 
have  made  the  point  that  one  protest 


All  Israeli  Troops,  Settlers  Out  of  the  Occupied  Territories! 
All  U.S./UN  Forces  Out  of  the  Near  East! 
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Yasir  Arafat  was  headquartered  and  the 
Palestine  Liberation  Organization  (PLO) 
fighters  were  concentrated.  The  reason 
they  were  in  Lebanon  was  because  they 
were  formerly  in  Jordan  but  in  1970  the 
Jordanian  king,  a “friend”  of  the  Palestin- 
ian people,  slaughtered  10,(K)0  of  them 
and  drove  them  into  Lebanon.  In  Leba- 
non, the  Palestinians  were  being  slaugh- 
tered again  by  the  invading  Israeli  army, 
commanded  by  Ariel  Sharon,  and  its  Leb- 
anese allies.  Arafat  called  for  an  “interna- 
tional protection  force.”  which  is.  by  the 
way.  the  demand  being  raised  by  many 
so-called  revolutionary  leftists  in  Europe 
today,  including  a French  group  called 
the  Ligue  Communiste  Revolutionnaire. 
which  even  occasionally  claims  to  be 
Trotskyist.  American  and  French  “peace- 
keepers” did  move  into  Beirut  and  dis- 
armed the  Palestinian  fighters,  shipping 
them  off  to  Tunisia,  With  the  Palestinian 
people  left  defenseless.  Sharon  called  in 
his  dogs  of  war  and  carried  out  a massa- 
cre of  some  2,000  refugees  in  a couple  of 
camps  called  Sabra  and  Shatila. 

One  more  event  on  the  time  line:  1993 
on  the  While  House  lawn.  Arafat  shakes 
hands  with  the  Israeli  prime  minister. 
Yitzhak  Rabin.  The  man  in  the  middle  is 
President  Clinton.  This  is  after  the  first 
Intifada,  an  uprising  that  began  in  late 
1987.  and  also,  pointedly,  after  a capital- 
ist counterrevolution  that  destroyed  the 
Soviet  Union,  which  had  been  one  of  the 
PLO's  main  international  sponsors.  The 
result  was  the  “peace”  accord,  an  auton- 
omy deal  that  was  hailed  by  the  Palestin- 
ian nationalists,  by  almost  every  liberal 
and  by  many  left  groups. 

We  did  not  hail  it.  In  fact,  we  de- 
nounced It  for  what  it  was:  an  attack  on 
the  Palestinian  people.  Far  from  leading 
to  independence,  we  said  it  would  mean 
— and  this  is  what  it  has  meant — more 
misery,  more  unemployment,  more  pov- 
erty. more  fascislic  settlers,  and  the 
orgy  of  death  and  destruction  we  have 
recently  seen.  The  punchline  is  you  can- 
not fight  for  national  liberation  or  any 
other  kind  of  liberation  with  a nationalist 
strategy,  and  imperialist  governments  are 
not  the  friends  of  the  oppressed,  least  of 
all  the  Palestinian  people. 

The  Campus  Divestment 
Campaign 

Many  liberal  and  leftist  student  acti- 
vists are  now  campaigning  for  their  uni- 
versities to  divest  their  investments  from 
companies  that  do  business  with  Israel. 
The  UC  Berkeley  Students  for  Justice  in 
Palestine,  which  is  led  by  a supporter  of 
the  International  Socialist  Organization 
(ISO),  has  been  playing  a prominent  part 
in  promoting  this  demand  on  the  cam- 
pus. for  example.  Here  we  should  point 
out  that  they’re  calling  upon  the  same 
university  administrators  who  have  been 
handing  over  the  names  of  Arab  and 
Muslim  students  to  the  FBI  as  part  of  the 
“war  on  terror.”  It’s  understandable  that 
many  of  those  involved  want  to  do  some- 
thing. You’re  a student:  you  don’t  have 
a lot  of  power;  you  don’t  have  a lot  of 
influence:  here’s  one  concrete  thing  that 
you  can  do — you  can  agitate  for  the 
administration  on  your  campus  to  divest. 

But  the  people  who  organize  these 
campaigns  are  not  so  naive.  And  a lot  of 
them  point  to  the  divestment  campaign 
against  the  South  African  apartheid 
continued  on  page  9 
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people,  the  Palestinians  today  are  like  the 
Jews  of  East  Europe  before  the  two  world 
wars — generally  educated,  cosmopolitan 
and  because  of  their  experience  in  dias- 
pora not  wedded  to  one  or  another  bour- 
geois Slate. 

Four  years  after  writing  that  article. 
Lenin  and  his  Bolshevik  Party  led  the 
multinational  working  class  of  Russia 
to  victory  in  the  first  successful  workers 
revolution  in  history.  This  was  the  great- 
est victory  for  the  working  class  interna- 
tionally that  has  ever  happened.  It  was 
also  the  greatest  victory  for  the  Jewish 
people.  But  it  was  not  a victory  for  the 
Zionists  because  what  they  wanted  was 
their  own  capitalist  state.  And  in  order  to 
create  their  own  capitalist  state  they 
needed  imperialist  sponsorship. 

The  same  year  the  Russian  Revolution 
happened.  Theodore  Herzl.  the  found- 
ing father  of  Zionism,  went  to  the  British 
imperialist  rulers  and  begged  them  for  a 
declaration  in  favor  of  a so-called  ’’Jew- 
ish homeland."  The  British  ruling  class. 
anti-Semitic  to  the  core,  agreed  and  you 
got  as  a result  something  called  the  Bal- 
four Declaration.  The  reason  they  decided 
to  go  along  with  the  Zionists  in  creating 
a "Jewish  homeland"  was  twofold.  One 
was  because  they  intended  to  conquer  the 
Near  East  which  at  that  point  did  not  even 
belong  to  Britain.  It  was  still  part  of  the 


war.  And  they  did  carve  it  up  in  such- a 
way  that  almost  every  border  in  the  Near 
East,  especially  east  of  Suez  in  Egypt,  is 
totally  artificial.  They  picked  two  sons  of 
a Saudi  Bedouin  emir  and  installed  one  as 
king  of  Jordan  and  one  as  king  of  Iraq. 

Proceeding  on  the  time  line  a few 
decades  later,  you  get  to  the  1947  partition 
of  Palestine  between  what  was  called  the 
"Jewish  state”  and  what  was  supposed  to 
be  a Palestinian  stale.  The  Palestinians 
call  this  the  Catastrophe.  al-Nakba.  Pales- 
tinians were  uprooted  from  their  home- 
land and  driven  into  exile  through  a series 
of  massacres:  hundreds  of  thousands  tied 
in  fear  of  their  lives.  One  of  the  purposes 
of  pogroms  is  not  simply  to  kill  people, 
but  to  terrify  everybody  else. 

The  creation  of  the  Zionist  state  came 
on  the  heels  of  the  greatest  catastrophe 
ever  suffered  by  the  Jewish  people  and 
one  of  the  greatest  atrocities  ever  inflicted 
on  humanity — the  Nazi  Holocaust.  If  not 
for  that,  there  would  have  been  no  Zion- 
ist stale.  Our  theoretical  journal  Sparta- 
cist  (No.  56.  Spring  2001)  has  a very 
interesting  article  on  a failed  proletarian 
revolution  in  Germany  in  1923  and  a cri- 
tique of  why  It  failed.  I would  point  out 
that  if  a communist-led  revolution  in  Ger- 
many in  1923  had  succeeded,  there  would 
have  been  no  Zionist  state  because  there 
would  have  been  no  Nazi  Holocaust. 


That’s  one  of  the  main  themes  of  this  talk. 
You  cannot  look  at  things  simply  within 
a nationalist  framework. 

As  a result  of  the  influx  of  several  hun- 
dred thousand  refugees  from  Nazi  Ger- 
many and  the  concentration  camps — who 
by  the  way  were  not  allowed  into  other 
countries  like  Britain  and  the  U.S. — what 
had  previously  been  a small  colony  of 
Zioni.st  settlers  in  Palestine  was  trans- 
formed into  a nation.  Every  time  the 
I-sraeli  bourgeoisie  carries  out  an  atrocity 
and  gets  criticized,  it  waves  the  flag  of  the 
Holocaust:  like  now.  they’re  saying  that 
any  criticism  of  the  massacre  in  Jenin  is 
a "blood  libel.”  A “blood  libel"  is  when 
anti-Semites  accused  Jews  of  killing 
Christian  babies  in  order  to  justify  carry- 
ing out  anti-Jewish  pogroms.  Interest- 
ingly. given  that  the  Zionists  hide  behind 
the  Holocaust,  David  Ben  Gurion.  the 
founding  father  of  the  Israeli  state,  called 
the  victims  of  the  Holocaust  “human 
dust."  He  thought  they  were  beneath  him. 
because  they  were  Jews  in  the  Diaspora. 
"Human  dust.”  Sounds  just  like  the  Nazis. 

The  Times  Literary  Supplement  (1 
March)  has  a review  of  a new  book  by  an 
Israeli  on  the  sahras,  the  name  for  native- 
born  Israelis,  really  for  the  native-born 
Israeli  elite.  So  here’s  what  the  author 
says  in  this  article:  "The  sabra  was  not  a 
racist,  except  perhaps  in  his  attitude  to  his 
fellow  Jews.  He  did  not  hate  the  Arab,  but 
was  not  seriously  interested  in  him.  view- 
ing him  either  as  noble  savage  or  primi- 
tive ingrate."  Basically,  this  is  the  outlook 
that  the  Palestinian  is  an  untermensch.  a 
subhuman  in  the  Hitlerian  lexicon,  and 
that  is  the  way  they  are  treated. 

“Pax  Americana" 

Means  Palestinian  Blood 

Let’s  move  along  a few  more  years.  In 
1956.  Britain  and  France  joined  Israel  in 
an  attack  on  Egypt  after  it  nationalized 
the  Suez  Canal.  The  United  States  then 
moved  in  to  call  off  the  attack.  Now  this 
would  seem  to  make  the  United  Stales  a 
"friend”  of  the  Arab  people  and  the  Pales- 
tinians. We  know  belter.  It  was  a state- 
ment that  Britain  and  France  had  had 
their  day.  The  U.S.  was  now  ruling  the 
roost,  and  that  included  the  Near  East. 
And  that’s  what  we’ve  seen  ever  since — 
what  we  call,  particularly  in  recent  years, 
an  attempt  at  a Pax  Americana  in  the  Near 
East,  at  the  expense  of  the  Palestinian 
people. 

Then  you  gel  to  Lebanon.  1982,  where 
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strike  against  "Vigipirate.”  which  is  the 
campaign  of  police  terror  against  youth 
of  North  African  and  African  descent 
in  France,  would  do  a lot  more  for  the 
Palestinians  than  all  the  appeals  for 

intervention. 

The  recent  Israeli  onslaught  is  unprec- 
edented in  terms  of  the  Occupied  Territo- 
ries. Unfortunately,  it  is  far  from  the  first 
atrocity  committed  against  the  Palestin- 
ian people  and  probably  far  from  the  last, 
and  not  just  at  the  hands  of  the  Zionists, 
but  also  at  the  hands  of  the  various  Arab 
capitalist  governments.  So  the  real  ques- 
tion is  not  simply  what  do  we  do  today, 
but  what  do  we  do  in  the  future.  It  is  nec- 
essary for  Palestinian  and  other  Arab 
activists,  for  leftists  throughout  the  world 
who  defend  the  Palestinian  people  to 
learn  the  lessons  of  previous  defeats  and 
why  things  have  developed  to  where  they 
are  now. 

British  Imperialism 
Sponsors  Zionist  State 

Let  me  start  with  one  of  my  favorite 
passages  from  V.I.  Lenin,  who  dedicated 
his  life  to  building  a party  that  could  lead 
the  working  class  to  power  and  succeeded 
in  doing  so.  In  1913.  in  an  article  entitled 
"Critical  Remarks  on  the  National  Ques- 
tion," Lenin  wrote:  “Marxism  cannot  be 
reconciled  with  nationalism.  Be  it  even  of 
the  ‘most  just.’  ‘purest.’  most  refined  and 
civilised  brand.  In  place  of  all  forms  of 
nationalism  Marxism  advances  interna- 
tionalism” We  believe  that  this  principle 
is  the  starting  point  for  any  struggle  for 
national  liberation  and  equality. 

Ironically,  those  whom  Lenin  was 
polemicizing  against  in  this  instance  were 
Jewish  nationalists — though  the  Jewish 
people  were  not  a nationality — and  that 
is  why  he  talked  about  the  "purest,  most 
just”  nationalism,  because  the  Jewish 
people  in  the  Russian  tsarist  empire  were 
oppressed,  downtrodden  and  impover- 
ished. In  fact,  in  many  ways,  and  this 
observation  has  been  made  by  plenty  of 
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old  Turkish  Ottoman  Empire  (an  ally  of 
Germany  in  the  First  World  War).  The 
British  wanted  to  use  the  usual  dividc- 
and-rule  strategy,  setting  Jews  against 
Arabs,  Arabs  against  Kurds,  and  so  on. 

The  other  argument  that  Hcrzl  used 
with  the  British  ruling  circles  was  that 
if  they  came  out  for  a Zionist  state  this 
would  dissuade  the  Jewish  people  of 
East  Europe  from  supporting  the  Bolshe- 
viks. Here  I should  point  out  that  when  1 
said  that  in  1913  Lenin  was  polemicizing 
against  Jewish  nationalists,  these  were 
not  Zionists.  They  were  Jewish  socialists 
who  basically  had  a nationalist  outlook. 
At  that  point,  the  Zionists  were  so  small, 
so  uninfluenlial.  particularly  in  the  Jew- 
ish working  class,  that  Lenin  didn’t  con- 
sider it  worth  polemicizing  against  them. 
The  overwhelming  mass  of  the  Jewish 
working  people  of  East  Europe  were 
socialist  and  internationalist  in  outlook. 

In  1916.  Britain  and  France  signed  the 
Sykes-Picot  Treaty,  an  agreement  to  carve 
up  the  Near  East  which  they  intended  to 
take  over  from  Ottoman  Turkey  after  the 
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INS  detainees  In  Baltimore.  Since  September  11,  Feds  have  rounded  up  over 
1,200  immigrants,  deporting  500  and  holding  100  others  indefinitely. 


FBI... 

(coniinueJ  from  page  I) 

1950s  McCarthyite  witchhunt,  initially 
directed  at  the  Ct'minunist  Parly,  and  then 
shitted  into  high  gear  during  the  1960s. 
Its  purpose  was  to  intimidate,  incarcerate 
and  even  kill  those  who  dared  lead  oppo* 
sition  to  racist  American  imperialism. 
None  were  spared  its  attentions,  from 
avowed  socialists  to  liberal  pacifists  like 
Martin  Luther  King  and  even  dissenting 
bourgeois  politicos,  but  its  savagery  was 
directed  at  those  who  were  perceived  as 
challenging  the  mainstays  of  the  Ameri- 
can imperialist  order. 

In  1968  FBI  director  J.  Edgar  Hoover 
declared.  "The  Negro  youth  and  moder- 
ate must  be  made  to  understand  that  if 
they  succumb  to  revolutionary  teachings, 
they  will  be  dead  revolutionaries.”  He 
was  deadly  serious.  The  cop/FBI  killings 
of  38  Black  Panthers  and  the  arrests  of 
hundreds  more  were  a message  to  those 
who  would  challenge  the  bedrock  of 
American  capitalism,  the  racial  segre- 
gation of  black  people.  Panther  leader 
Geronimo  ji  Jaga  (Pratt)  was  imprisoned 
for  almost  three  decades  with  full  govern- 
ment knowledge  of  his  innocence.  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  was  first  targeted  by  COIN- 
TELPRO  as  a spokesman  for  the  Phila- 
delphia branch  of  the  Panthers  at  the  age 
of  15.  After  more  than  a decade  of  con- 
stant surveillance  and  cop  harassment  and 
failed  attempts  to  railroad  him.  he  was 


finally  convicted  in  a 1982  frame-up  trial 
and  sentenced  to  death  on  false  charges  of 
killing  a Philadelphia  police  officer.  The 
FBI  continued  to  spy  on  him  even  as  he 
sat  on  death  row. 

Today,  no  less  an  authority  than  Wil- 
liam Safire.  a former  speechwriter  for 
Richard  Nixon  in  the  heyday  of  COIN- 
TELPRO.  argues: 

"Ashcroft  claims  he  is  merely  allowing 
the  feds  to  attend  public  events,  or  to 
surf  the  Internet,  which  'even  a 12-year- 
old  can  do.’  That's  a masterful  deceit.... 
“Consider  the  new  reach  of  federal 
power;  the  income-tax  return  you  pro- 
vided your  mortgage  lender;  your  aca- 
demic scores  and  personnel  ratings, 
credit  card  purchases  and  E-ZPass  move- 
ments; your  political  and  charitable  con- 
tributions, charge  account  at  your  phar- 
macist and  insurance  records;  your 
subscription  to  non-mainstream  publica- 
tions like  The  Nation  or  Human  Events, 
every  visit  to  every  Web  site  and  com- 
ment to  every  chat  room,  and  every  book 
or  movie  you  bought  or  even  considered 
on  Amazon.com — all  newly  combined 
with  the  tickets,  arrests,  press  clips,  full 
field  investigations  and  raw  allegations 
of  angry  neighbors  or  rejected  lovers  that 
flow  into  the  F.B.l." 

Safire  continues:  "Some  sunshine  liber- 
tarians are  willing  to  suffer  this  loss 
of  personal  freedom  in  the  hope  that 
the  Ashcroft-Mueller  rules  of  intrusion 
may  prevent  a terror  attack.  They  won’t 
because  they’re  a fraud"  Indeed,  while 
Ashcroft’s  plans  were  long  in  the  works, 
it  was  the  Democrats’  efforts  to  make 
political  hay  out  of  pre-9/1 1 "intelligence 
failures”  by  the  FBI  that  set  the  stage 
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for  the  Bush  administration  to  issue  its 
marching  orders. 

In  our  statement  issued  the  day  after 
the  attack  on  the  World  Trade  Center,  we 
warned: 

"The  ruling  parties — Democrats  and  Re- 
publicans— are  all  too  eager  to  be  able 
to  wield  the  bodies  of  those  who  were 
killed  and  wounded  in  order  to  reinforce 
capitalist  class  rule.  It’s  an  opportunity 
for  the  exploiters  to  peddle  ‘one  nation 
indivisible'  patriotism  to  try  to  direct  the 
burgeoning  anger  at  the  bottom  of  this 
society  away  from  themselves  and  toward 


an  indefinable  foreign  ‘enemy.’  as  well 
as  immigrants  in  the  U.S..  and  to  rein- 
force their  arsenal  of  domestic  state  re- 
pression against  all  the  working  people.” 
Immigrants  of  Arab  or  South  Asian 
descent  continue  to  languish  in  the  jails 
in  which  they  were  confined  in  the  imme- 
diate aftermath  of  September  1 1 without 
any  legal  recourse.  The  arrests  of  Muslim 
immigrants  continue,  as  do  the  attacks 
on  Islamic  religious  charitable  organiza- 
tions. all  without  an  atom  of  evidence  of 
any  connection  to  terrorism.  The  rapid- 
ity with  which  Bush,  Ashcroft  & Co. 
rammed  through  their  repressive  meas- 
ures has  been  made  possible  by  the 
illusion  that  only  a specific  small  and 
vulnerable  sector  of  the  population — 
immigrants  from  Muslim  countries — 
would  be  denied  legal  recourse.  But  now 
American  citizens  John  Walker  Lindh  and 
Yasser  Esam  Hamdi,  both  accused  of 
fighting  on  the  side  of  the  Taliban,  find 
their  right  to  examine  prosecution  wit- 
nesses and.  in  the  case  of  the  latter,  even 
to  meet  with  an  attorney  challenged  by 
the  government.  And  with  Ashcroft’s 
announcement,  the  government’s  intent  is 
clear:  we’re  all  potentially  the  enemy. 

If  you  want  an  idea  of  what  this  means, 
look  at  the  extensive  reach  of  the  govern- 
ment’s original  COINTELPRO.  In  1956. 
the  FBI  had  over  900  active  informants 
in  the  Communist  Parly.  In  1961  COIN- 
TELPRO was  extended  to  the  Socialist 
Workers  Parly  (SWP),  and  over  the  next 
five  years  the  FBI  conducted  at  least  90 
burglaries  ("black  bag  jobs”)  of  the 


SWP’s  national  office.  In  short  order  the 
government’s  political  police  massively 
expanded  COINTELPRO  to  go  after  civil 
rights  protesters,  antiwar  activists,  femi- 
nists. supporters  of  gay  rights,  environ- 
mentalists, Indian  rights  activists,  ten- 
ants' organizations,  and  virtually  anyone 
critical  of  government  policies.  In  1975 
the  FBI  was  conducting  surveillance  of 
1,100  organizations. 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  Watergate  scan- 
dal in  the  mid  1970s,  the  government’s 
secret  police  were  nominally  reined  in. 
Revelations  that  the  Nixon  administration 
was  carrying  out  "black  bag  jobs”  even 
against  the  Democratic  Party  were  cause 
for  concern  among  significant  sections  of 
the  American  bourgeoisie  over  such 
“excesses.”  At  the  same  time,  exposure  of 
the  FBI’s  massive  spying  on  civil  rights 
and  anti- Vietnam  War  activists  elicited 
public  outrage.  Shortly  after  Watergate 
COINTELPRO  was  officially  ended. 

But  even  then,  all  restrictions  on  FBI 
activities  were  putatively  self-imposed. 
They  could  still  do  whatever  they  wanted 
without  violating  any  known  laws.  Take 
the  case  of  the  “L.A.  Eight” — seven  Pal- 
estinians and  a Kenyan  who  have  been 
fighting  deportation  orders  for  the  last  15 
years  for  political  advocacy  on  behalf  of 
the  Palestinian  people.  In  an  op-ed  piece 
in  the  New  York  Times  (4  June),  their  law- 
yer, David  Cole,  painted  a stark  picture  of 
what  it  means  to  have  an  FBI  agent  at 
your  meetings: 

"For  three  years  agents  attended  public 
demonstrations  and  meetings,  seized  lit- 
erature and  had  it  translated,  and  reported 
on  the  ‘anti-Reagan’  slogans  chanted  at 
rallies....  In  1986.  agents  attended  a pub- 
lic community  dinner  the  students  held  to 
celebrate  Palestinian  culture  and  politics. 
Although  none  of  the  agents  could  speak 
or  understand  Arabic,  they  reported  after- 
ward that  by  observing  posters  of  people 
with  assault  rifles,  the  ’tone’  of  the 
speeches,  and  ‘the  music  and  entire  mood’ 
of  the  gathering,  they  had  divined  that  it 
was  a fund-raising  event  for  terrorism." 
Though  the  FBI  "found  no  evidence  that 
anyone  in  this  group  had  engaged  in  any- 
thing criminal,  much  less  terrorist,”  the 
Feds  nonetheless  moved  to  deport  them. 

Fight  the  FBI’s 
“Anti-Terror”  Witchhunt! 

In  1983.  the  FBI  adopted  the  Domes- 
tic Security/Terrorism  Guidelines,  which 
equated  left-wing  political  activity  with 
terrorism  and  organized  crime.  We  re- 
sponded with  a lawsuit,  as  a result  of 
which  the  government  conceded  the  cen- 
tral aim  of  our  legal  challenge — that 
Marxist  advocacy  cannot  be  equaled  with 
violence  or  terrorism.  This  was  a modest 
but  genuine  blow  to  the  government’s 
efforts  to  criminalize  leftist  political  dis- 
sent. But  as  we  wrote  at  the  time  (WVNo, 
368,  7 December  1984): 

"We  have  no  illusions  that  the  govern- 
ment’s secret  police  have  stopped  or  will 
Stop  their  harassment,  infiltration  and 
disruption  of  Marxist  political  organiza- 
tions and  other  perceived  political  oppo- 
nents of  the  government.  We  do  know 
that  the  secret  police  have  not  changed 
since  Karl  Marx  was  harassed  by  secret 
agents  of  Prussia,  that  as  long  as  the  cap- 
italists hold  state  power,  their  police 
agents  will  continue  their  dirty  work 


against  any  real  or  perceived  challenges 
to  their  class  rule  ” 

The  U.S.  rulers  have  used  the  criminal 
attack  on  the  World  Trade  Center  to 
assert  their  "right”  to  chart  the  political 
and  military  agenda  on  the  planet  to  suit 
their  own  particular  imperialist  appetites 
Thou.sand.s  have  been  killed  in  wretch- 
edly  backward  Afghanistan;  subsequent 
mopping-up  operations  have  entailed  the 
seemingly  random  killings  of  various 
tribesmen,  by  the  administration’s  own 
admission,  to  no  particular  benefit.  One 
direct  result  has  been  the  destabilization 
of  the  area  and  the  possibility  of  a 
nuclear  exchange  between  India  and 
Paki.stan.  Another  has  been  to  give  Israel 
a free  hand  in  its  unending  attacks  on 
Palestinian  towns  and  mass  roundups  of 
“suspects”  (any  young  Palestinian  male) 
in  service  of  its  own  "war  against  terror," 
i.e.,  its  “right”  to  dominate  and,  if  neces- 
sary, expel  the  Palestinian  population. 
These  unforeseen  offshoots  of  the  U.S. 
invasion  now  threaten  to  stymie  stage 
two  of  the  “war  against  terrorism” — 
Bush’s  plans  to  invade  Iraq  sometime 
next  year. 

American  imperialism’s  aspirations 
to  dominate  the  world  unimpeded  arc 
both  insane  and  dangerous  to  the  world’s 
masses.  The  U.S.  bourgeoisie  wields 
the  September  11  attacks  to  promote 
"national  unity”  patriotism  and  p^dle  the 
lie  that  they  are  defending  the  population 
against  terrorism.  Such  calls  to  patriotism 
against  the  “foreign  threat”  are  always 
used  to  attempt  to  quash  working-class 
militancy  and  social  protest.  Following 
the  post-World  War  I strike  wave,  the 
1919-20  Palmer  raids  expelled  thousands 
of  radical  immigrants  thought  to  be 
agents  of  the  1917  Bolshevik  Revolution 
The  giant  strike  wave  in  this  country  that 
followed  World  War  II  was  met  by  the 
bourgeoisie’s  Cold  War  drive  against  the 
USSR  that  had  as  its  first  target  the  trade- 
union  militants  and  socialists  who  had 
built  the  unions  in  the  class  struggles  of 
the  1930s,  This  purge,  with  its  underlying 
themes  of  anti-Semitism  and  anti-black 
racism,  pul  the  unions  under  the  firm  con- 
trol of  the  “America  First”  trade-union 
bureaucrats  who  dominate  the  union 
movement  to  this  day  and  who  are 
responsible  for  the  decline  of  union 
strength.  In  the  1960s,  those  who  pro- 
tested against  U.S.  imperialism’s  dirty 
war  against  the  Vietnamese  workers  and 
peasants  were  painted  as  traitors  while 
the  government  unleashed  its  secret 
police  against  fighters  for  black  rights  at 
home. 

With  recession-generated  joblessness 
stalking  the  land  today,  America’s  rulers, 
having  gorged  themselves  on  the  fabu- 
lous and  ephemeral  profits  of  the  1990s 
and  reeking  with  corruption,  seek  to 
stamp  out  even  the  thought  of  resistance, 
opposition  or  social  struggle.  The  Ameri- 
can populace  is  ordered  to  now  accept 
repression  of  their  rights  as  the  norm  for 
a "war"  that  the  rulers  proclaim  will  last 
a lifetime. 

“National  unity”  patriotism  is  a noose 
around  the  necks  of  all  working  people. 
As  the  Labor  Black  League  for  Social 
Defense  and  the  Partisan  Defense  Com- 
mittee emphasized  in  the  call  for  the  Feb- 
ruary 9 Oakland  labor-centered  mobiliza- 
tion of  trade  unionists.  Asians,  blacks, 
students  and  others  in  defense  of  immi- 
grant rights  against  the  government’s  new 
repressive  laws: 

"Bush  and  Attorney  General  Ashcroft— 
that  apologist  for  the  Confederate  slav- 
ocracy — have  taken  first  aim  at  peo- 
ple of  Near  Eastern  descent  who  were 
rounded  up  and  thrown  in  jail  where 
hundreds  still  remain.  They’ve  created 
the  spectre  of  an  ‘enemy  within’  in  order 
to  strengthen  the  powers  of  their  own 
consummately  violent  state.  But  what 
America’s  racist  rulers  can  get  away  with 
will  be  determined  by  class  struggle.  We 
must  fight  now  to  defend  our  rights  and 
jobs,  and  the  rights  and  jobs  of  our 
immigrant  brothers  and  sisters.” 

We  had  better  fight  for  more  and  larger 
such  mobilizations  in  defense  of  our 
rights  against  a government  whose  equa- 
tion of  political  advocacy  with  a criminal 
terrorist  enterprise  is  a license  to  kill  * 
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Black  Panther  militants  in  chains  after  their  headquarters  were  shot  up  in 
SWAT  team  attack,  Los  Angeles,  1969. 


Defend  Pro-Palestinian  Protesters! 


Bay  Area 


As  Israel  continues  its  bloody  offensive 
in  the  West  Bank,  terrorizing  Palestinian 
towns  and  demolishing  the  compound  of 
the  Palestinian  Authority  in  Ramallah.  a 
sinister  campaign  is  gaining  steam  in  the 
U.S.  to  smear  as  “anti-Semites”  and  per- 
secute students  and  others  who  defend  the 
Palestinian  people.  In  tandem  with  the 
“war  on  terror."  local  police  and  prosecu- 
tors and  campus  administrations,  abetted 
by  the  virulently  Zionist  Anti-Defamation 
League  (ADL),  are  seeking  to  set  up 
such  students  for  state  surveillance  and 
repression. 

This  crusade  has  reached  a fever  pitch 
at  San  Francisco  State  University 
(SFSU).  where  the  administration  is 
pushing  for  "hate  crime"  charges  to  be 
brought  against  protesters  at  a May  7 pro- 
Palestinian  demonstration  for  such  activ- 
ities as  allegedly  stomping  on  an  Is- 
raeli flag  and  engaging  in  “hate  speech." 
Railing  against  "pro-Palestinian  groups 
fueled  by  hatred  of  Israel  and  Jews."  the 
ADL  claims  that  the  SFSU  protesters 
"verbally  assaulted  and  threatened"  pro- 
Israel  Hillel  students,  who  were  staging 
their  own  demonstration  at  the  same  time. 
The  story  was  picked  up  as  far  away  as 
Israel,  where  the  right-wing  Jerusalem 
Post  ( 16  May)  headlined  on  its  front  page; 
"Anti-Semitic  Riot  at  San  Francisco  State 
University." 

Goaded  by  the  head  of  the  Jewish 
studies  program,  SFSU  president  Rob- 
ert Corrigan  issued  a statement  soon 
alter  the  protest  which  declared  the  anti- 
Zionist  students  guilty  as  charged.  Corri- 
gan subsequently  singled  out  two  pro- 
Palestinian  students  and  one  pro-Zionist 
student  for  university  discipline  and  also 
called  on  the  San  Francisco  district  attor- 
ney’s office  to  prosecute  the  three  stu- 
dents on  criminal  charges. 

This  incident  is  far  from  the  only  case 
of  victimization  of  those  who  sympathize 
with  the  plight  of  the  Palestinians.  On 
May  25,  Sophia  Ibrahim,  an  eleven-year- 
old  girl,  and  30  others  were  arrested  at  a 
protest  demanding  an  end  to  U.S.  aid  to 
Israel  at  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge.  Califor- 
nia Highway  Patrolmen  in  riot  gear 
blocked  the  march  back  across  the  bridge 
and  physically  assaulted  the  protesters, 
including  with  pepper  spray.  For  yelling 
at  and  allegedly  hitting  the  cops,  Sophia 
was  thrown  to  the  ground,  handcuffed  and 
left  face  down  for  several  minutes.  She 
was  charged  with  felony  assault  of  a 
police  officer.  When  her  brother  Mousa 
went  to  pick  her  up  from  police  custody, 
he  was  arrested  for  felony  endangerment 
of  a minor — because  he  had  driven 
Sophia  to  the  protest!  Drop  the  charges 
against  all  the  protesters! 

Around  the  same  lime,  two  courageous 
University  of  California  students  study- 
ing in  Cairo,  Robert  O’Neill  of  UC 
Berkeley  and  Naumun  Zaidi  of  UC  River- 
side. were  subjected  to  university  disci- 
pline for  having  put  their  lives  on  the  line 
in  defense  of  the  Palestinians.  Their 
"crime"  was  to  answer  the  call  of  the 
International  Solidarity  Movement  and 
enter  Bethlehem’s  besieged  Church  of  the 
Nativity  on  May  2 to  bring  food  and 
"-aier  to  those  seeking  refuge  from  the 
rampaging  Israeli  army.  After  being  con- 
fined tor  more  than  two  weeks  in  an 
Israeli  jail  at  the  conclusion  of  the  siege 
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on  May  10.  both  were  deported  from 
Israel  and  subsequently  dropped  from 
UC  s Education  Abroad  Program,  osten- 
sibly tor  violating  a rule  against  endan- 
gering themselves  while  abroad.  No 
reprisals  against  O’Neill  and  Zaidi! 

At  UC  Berkeley  itself.  41  students  still 
face  up  to  a year’s  suspension  from 
school  for  supposedly  violating  the  "core 
mission"  of  the  university  by  allegedly 
disrupting  a handful  of  classes  on  April  9. 


More  than  a thousand  students  look  part 
in  a protest  that  day  against  the  Zionist 
massacres  in  the  Occupied  Territories. 
This  protest,  organized  by  Students  for 
Justice  in  Palestine  (SJP),  culminated  in 
the  occupation  of  a campus  building  for  a 
couple  of  hours.  Cops  assaulted  the  pro- 
testers. arresting  79.  Since  then,  criminal 
charges  have  been  dropped,  although  the 
protesters  were  required  to  pay  nominal 
fines.  The  administration  suspended  the 
SJP  as  a student  organization  but  recently 
backed  down  in  the  face  of  opposi- 
tion (including  by  the  SYC)  to  this  sup- 
pression of  political  dissent.  No  adminis- 
tration reprisals  against  the  Berkeley 
protesters! 

ADL;  Zionist  Fingermen 

The  ADL  has  worked  as  an  unoffi- 
cial adjunct  to  the  FBI  and  other  stale 
agencies  for  more  than  50  years  in  a vari- 
ety of  anti-Communisl  and  other  reac- 
tionary causes.  On  May  30.  the  ADL 
issued  a statement  hailing  the  overhaul 
of  the  FBI  and  lamenting.  “For  loo  long, 
the  FBI  has  been  hamstrung  in  its  efforts 
to  combat  extremism  and  has  taken  a 
loo  timid  approach  to  initiating  investi- 
gations against  potential  terrorists.”  The 
ADL  recently  hosted  a daylong  meeting 
of  the  "Committee  on  Terrorism”  with  the 
FBI  and  has  formed  a partnership  with 
various  stale  and  federal  law  enforcement 
agencies  to  help  wage  the  domestic  "war 
on  terror.”  One  ADL  spokesman  in  L.A. 


gloated:  "We  have  extensive  resources 
available  to  law  enforcement,  including 
current  and  archival  information,  analysis 
and  programs.” 

We're  sure  the  ADL  has  plenty  of  "cur- 
rent and  archival  information"  after 
decades  of  spying  on  not  only  Arab  activ- 
ists but  also  leftists,  black  leaders, 
unions,  gay  organizations — and.  only  in- 
cidentally. fa.scist  and  anti-Semitic  groups. 
The  ADL  provided  extensive  information 


to  the  FBI  as  well  as  to  the  apartheid 
regime  in  South  Africa  and  Latin  Amer- 
ican death  squad  regimes.  In  1993, 
the  San  Francisco  D.A.’s  office  released 
a flood  of  documents  that  revealed  the 
ADL’s  extensive  spy  web  (see  "Zion- 
ist Fingermen  for  Apartheid,  Salvador 
Death  Squads — ADL’s  Massive  Spying 
Operation.”  WV  No.  577,  4 June  1993). 
The  ADL — after  initially  claiming  the 
charges  were  an  anti-Semitic  "Big  Lie" — 
has  been  forced  by  various  lawsuits  to 
pay  up  to  the  victims  of  its  spy  operation. 
The  latest  of  these  lawsuits  against  the 
ADL  culminated  this  February  in  a sig- 
nificant cash  payment  to  the  plaintiffs, 
who  moreover  won  the  right  to  continue 
to  expose  the  ADL’s  spy  operation. 

"Hate  Speech"  Legislation: 

Tool  of  Repression 

On  campus,  the  ADL  brags  of  having 
been  "proactive  in  working  with  campus 
groups,  administrators  and  faculty."  The 
SFSU  incident  on  May  7 is  a case  in 
point.  From  the  outset,  the  administration 
had  it  in  for  supporters  of  the  Palestinian 
cause.  While  the  Zionists  were  allowed 
to  demonstrate  unmolested,  the  protest 
organized  by  the  General  Union  of  Pale.s- 
linian  Students  (GUPS)  was  forced  into  a 
police  pen. 

Responding  to  the  accusations  of  anti- 
Semitism,  GUPS  held  a press  conference 
at  which  it  replayed  a videotape  of  the 
protests.  The  videotape  showed  Zionists 


hurling  racist  anti-Arab  epithets  at  the 
counterdemonstralors  but  did  not  show 
the  pro-Palestinian  activi.sis  using  anti- 
Semitic  slurs  as  the  ADL  claimed.  Only 
after  the  press  conference  did  Corrigan 
scramble  to  present  a more  "balanced" 
approach  to  the  persecution,  adding  a 
pro-Israel  student  to  the  list  of  those  fac- 
ing disciplinary  action.  One  student  was 
suspended.  We  say;  No  reprisals  against 
any  of  the  SFSU  protesters! 

Racist  slurs  are  vile,  but  stomping  on 
an  Israeli  flag  is  an  expression  of  politi- 
cal opposition  to  the  Zionist  stale.  We 
don’t  know  who  shouted  what  or  how 
much  of  all  this  is  a Zionist  fabrication. 
But  neither  the  bourgeois  slate  nor  the 
university  administration  has  any  busi- 
ness passing  judgment  on  what  students 
yell  at  each  other,  even  if  what  is  said 
is  racist  or  otherwise  offensive.  Both 
GUPS  and  Hillel  have  been  working 
with  the  D.A.’s  office  to  better  enable  it 
to  launch  "hate  speech”  charges  against 
each  other’s  supporters.  As  we  said  in  the 
WV  No.  533  (30  August  199!)  article 
"Racism  and  Witchhunts  on  Campus," 
when  "politically  correct"  academics  and 
anti-racist  students  pushed  for  such  laws. 
"Ninety-nine  out  of  a hundred  times, 
speech  codes  w'ill  be  used  against  the  left 
and  anti-racists....  The  problem  with  this 
strategy  is  it  disarms  the  victims  by  fos- 
tering illusions  in  the  supposed  ‘neutral- 
ity’ of  the  racist  university  administra- 
tions and  the  cops."  As  the  ADL’s 
wielding  of  "hale  speech"  laws  demon- 
.strates,  such  legislation  has  little  to  do 
with  fighting  racism  and  everything  to  do 
with  ratcheting  up  the  repressive  power  of 
the  state  and  its  university  auxiliaries, 
allowing  them  to  dictate  what  is  "accept- 
able" political  activity. 

There  have  in  fact  been  vile  expres- 
sions of  anti-Semitism  on  the  SFSU  cam- 
pus. most  notably  on  April  4 when  gro- 
tesque flyers  were  posted  for  a Muslim 
Student  Association  (MSA)  event.  The 
flyer  featured  a bloodied  Palestinian  baby 
with  the  caption:  "Palestinian  Children 
Meat — Slaughtered  According  to  Jew- 
ish Rites  Under  American  License." 
MSA  later  issued  an  apology  for  the 
flyer,  and  GUPS,  which  co-signed  it. 
denied  responsibility  and  subsequently 
declared  its  opposition  to  anti-Semitism 
and  racism.  This  flyer  was  a gift  to  the 
Zionists  in  their  crusade  to  equate  anti- 
Zionism  with  anti-Semitism  and  was  a 
pretext  for  the  Zionist  rally  on  May  7. 

The  crackdown  on  protests  sympa- 
thetic to  the  plight  of  the  Palestinians 
illustrates  that  the  university  administra- 
tion is  far  from  neutral.  Soon  after  Sep- 
tember 11.  more  than  200  universities, 
including  SFSU,  handed  over  the  records 
of  Near  Eastern  students  to  the  Feds. 

A December  12  united-front  demon- 
stration at  SFSU  initiated  by  the  SYC 
and  endorsed  by  GUPS,  among  others, 
demanded;  "Down  with  SFSU  collabora- 
tion with  FBI  anti-immigrant  witchhunt! 
Defend  immigrant  rights!" 

American  imperialist  aggression  abroad 
and  that  of  its  regional  allies  like  Israel 
are  necessarily  reflected  in  domestic 
repression  against  the  supporters  of  the 
oppressed  Palestinian  people.  It  Is  neces- 
sary to  translate  this  support  into  struggle 
against  the  American  imperialist  behe- 
moth. drawing  in  particular  upon  the 
power  of  the  multiracial  working  class. 
Defend  the  Palestinian  people!  All  Israeli 
troops  and  settlers  out  of  the  Occupied 
Territories!  V.SJUN  out  of  the  Near 
East!m 
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Young  Spartacus 


Down  With 
Anti-Sex  Censorship! 


France 


Earlier  this  spring,  the  headmaster 
of  the  Henry  IV  high  school  in  Paris 
banned  the  student  publication  Ravaillac 
after  it  ran  nude  photos  of  high  school 
youth  on  its  cover.  The  magazine,  named 
for  the  assassin  of  the  school's  royal 
namesake,  has  featured  articles  on  homo- 
sexuality. pornography,  sex  and  prostitu- 
tion. The  attack  on  the  pro-sex  publica- 
tion takes  place  in  the  context  of  a major 
rightward  shift  in  French  bourgeois  poli- 
tics, exemplified  by  the  second-round 
presidential  election  in  May  that  pilled 
the  racist  right-wing  incumbent.  Jacques 
Chirac,  against  outright  fascist  Jean- 
Marie  Le  Pen.  The  ami-immigrant,  anti- 
labor policies  of  the  Socialist  Party-led 
"left"  coalition  government  paved  the 
way  for  this  shift,  We  publish  below  the 
translation  of  the  26  May  statement  by 
the  Comite  de  Defense  Sociale  (CDDS), 
a legal  and  social  defense  organization  in 


political  solidarity  with  the  Ligue  Trots- 
kyste  dc  France,  section  of  the  ICL.  pro- 
testing this  anti-sex  censorship  and  the 
intrusion  of  the  state  into  private  life. 

* * * 

Why  has  the  headmaster  of  Henry  IV 
secondary  school  suspended  the  maga- 
zine Ravaillac?  Very  simply  because  it 
talks  about  sex!  The  students  at  the  pres- 
tigious Parisian  high  school  Henry  IV 
published  the  second  issue  of  their  Jour- 
nal Ravaillac  with  the  title:  "Some  Ass. 
Some  Ass,  Some  Ass."  On  the  cover  of 
this  issue,  men  and  women  pose  nude.  In 
fact,  these  youth  are  part  of  the  editorial 
board  of  the  journal,  immediately  after 
the  appearance  of  this  issue,  the  head- 
master suspended  the  publication  in  the 
name  of  the  “protection  of  youth."  What 
hypocrisy!  The  truth  is  that  in  Catholic 
France,  sex  can’t  be  read  about  or  dis- 
cussed! We  demand  the  immediate  lifting 
of  the  ban  on  Ravaillac/  Down  with  the 
witchhunt  against  the  students! 

The  editors  of  Ravaillac  are  not  only 


Students  display 
controversial 
Ravaillac  cover. 


under  attack  by  the  administration  of  the 
school  and  risk  expulsion,  they  are  also 
facing  physical  aggression  at  the  hands  of 
the  fascists  of  French  Action!  These 
youth  must  be  defended  against  this  roy- 
alist rabble! 

As  Marxists,  we  oppose  attempts  by 
the  bourgeois  state  and  its  institutions 
to  interfere  in  all  aspects  of  life.  We 
say:  Down  with  censorship!  We  oppose 
the  school  administration  deciding  what 
youth  can  publish  and  discuss!  Cops, 
priests,  headmasters:  Out  of  the  bed- 
rooms and  the  classrooms! 

The  repression  against  Ravaillac 
shows  the  total  hypocrisy  of  bourgeois 
“morality,"  where  students  are  repressed 
because  of  some  innocent  nudes  in  a 
photo;  go  to  the  nearby  kiosk  and  there 


you'll  find  some  hard  stuff;  and  if  you 
want  some  really  bloody  nakedness  go  to 
see  the  portraits  of  Jesus  in  the  church 
at  the  corner.  Meanwhile,  the  capitalists 
present  as  the  height  of  "democracy"  the 
"choice"  between  a crook  and  a fascist! 
They  talk  about  the  "protection  of  youth" 
while  with  their  racist  security  campaign, 
from  both  the  right  and  the  "left."  they  jail 
more  and  more  youth,  mainly  of  Maghre- 
bin  [North  African]  origin,  in  prisons 
where  everyone  knows  that  what  rules  is 
rape. 

We  fight  for  a socialist  society  which 
will  be  free  from  exploitation  and  op- 
pression, and  free  of  this  kind  of  regi- 
mef.tation  of  youth  and  the  grotesque 
interference  by  the  state  into  the  private 
lives  of  individuals.! 


SYC  Says:  Free  Pedro  Colon! 


Pedro  Col6n  Almenas,  a student  mil- 
itant at  the  University  of  Puerto  Rico 
(UPR)  and  a member  of  the  Uni6n  de 
Juventudes  Socialista  (UJS — Union  of 
Socialist  Youth),  was  arrested  at  home  by 
eight  FBI  agents  on  3 July  2001.  Colon 
had  taken  pan  in  an  anti-ROTC  protest 
on  UPR’s  Rio  Piedras  campus  in  April  of 
that  year,  and  the  UJS  had  been  active  in 
protesting  the  military's  presence  at  the 
university  for  almost  two  years.  Coldn 
was  arrested  for  supposedly  attacking  an 
ROTC  major  during  the  UPR  demonstra- 
tion. This  was  a frame-up!  Colon  acted 
as  a mediator  in  a fistfight  that  broke  out 
during  the  protest,  not  as  a combatant. 
The  Feds  targeted  Coldn  because  of  his 
political  activism  and  opposition  to  the 
U.S.  military.  We  say:  Free  Pedro  Colon! 

Col6n  is  currently  serving  a one-year 
prison  sentence  plus  three  years  of  pro- 
bation. The  Bay  Area  Spartacus  Youth 
Club  read  a statement  in  support  of  Colon 
at  its  anti-ROTC  demonstration  at  UC 
Berkeley  on  April  20.  linking  the  struggle 
against  the  colonial  occupation  of  Puerto 
Rico  with  our  overall  struggle  against  the 
U.S  imperialist  behemoth.  We  reprint 
below  a letter  by  the  Bay  Area  SYC  sent 
to  Col6n  this  April. 

* ♦ ♦ 

As  we  rally  against  the  ROTC  recruit- 
ers here  in  the  belly  of  the  imperialist 
beast,  we  in  the  Bay  Area  Spartacus 
Youth  Club  extend  our  solidarity  to  you 
and  all  those  fighting  against  the  Ameri- 
can imperialist  military  in  Puerto  Rico. 
Your  incarceration  for  protesting  the 


SYC  Class  Series 
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presence  of  the  Reserve  Officers*  Train- 
ing Corps  on  the  University  of  Puerto 
Rico  campus  is  an  outrage!  We  stand  in 
solidarity  with  the  people  of  Puerto  Rico 
against  the  oppression  of  the  American 
colonial  occupying  forces.  Puerto  Rico 
has  been  used  as  a training  ground  for 
imperialist  incursions  from  Serbia  to  Iraq, 
and  as  a reminder  to  the  peoples  of  Latin 
America  of  the  American  rulers'  crimi- 
nal intentions.  As  revolutionary  interna- 
tionalists who  oppose  all  the  colonialist 
machinations  of  our  “own”  capitalist  rul- 
ers. we  say:  For  the  right  of  indepen- 
dence for  Puerto  Rico!  U.S.  troops  out  of 
Vieques  and  all  of  Puerto  Rico!  For  the 
revolutionary  unity  of  the  working  masses 
of  Puerto  Rico  and  the  mainland  in  the 
struggle  against  colonial  oppression  and 
capitalist  exploitation! 

We  oppose  the  presence  of  ROTC  re- 
cruiters on  campuses.  We  understand  that 
ROTC's  role  is  to  recruit  the  next  gener- 
ation of  men  and  women  to  direct  mass 
slaughter  for  the  rapacious  American  im- 
perialists. In  Puerto  Rico  ROTC  carries 
the  added  weight  of  an  occupying  force, 
and  its  return  to  the  island's  campuses 
is  especially  ominous.  The  military  arse- 
nal of  death  from  the  huge  American 
military  installations  in  Puerto  Rico  is 
directed  against  the  Cuban  deformed 
workers  stale  above  all.  But  as  powerful 
as  the  imperialists’  weapons  are,  they  are 
no  match  against  the  working  class,  who 
alone  has  the  power  to  stop  production 
and  bring  the  capitalist  rulers  to  their 
knees.  That  is  why  the  struggle  against 
the  imperialists  cannot  be  confined  to 
Puerto  Rico  but  must  be  spread  to  the  rest 
of  the  Americas,  in  particular  the  power- 
ful American  proletariat.  It  has  to  be  cen- 
tered on  a class  understanding  that  impe- 
rialism and  capitalist  exploitation  must 
be  smashed  through  workers  revolution, 
by  means  of  united  class  struggles  against 
the  capitalist  rulers,  in  the  United  States 
as  well  as  in  Puerto  Rico.  Mexico  and 
every  other  capitalist  country.  As  you 
have  witnessed  yourself,  there  can  be  no 
justice  under  capitalism! 

As  you  wage  the  fight  for  your  imme- 


diate freedom,  rest  assured  that  your 
ordeal  is  not  going  unnoticed.  Today. 
April  20.  here  at  the  University  of  Califor- 
nia in  Berkeley,  we  protested  ROTC,  and 
raised  the  demand:  Free  Pedro  Col6n 
Almenas!  We  demand  the  release  of  all 
class-war  prisoners,  like  Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal,  from  the  claws  of  the  American 
bourgeois  rulers.  We  will  continue  to 


oppose  American  imperialism  at  home 
and  abroad — U.S.  imperialists,  hands  off 
Vieques.  Iraq.  Afghanistan,  the  whole 
world!  And  we  will  continue  the  fight 
to  build  a workers  parly  that  fights  for 
the  rights  of  all  the  oppressed,  for  an 
end  to  capitalism,  for  a socialist  future. 
ROTC  off  campus  now!  U.S.  troops  out 
of  Puerto  Rico!« 


Young  Spartacus 


On  May  14,  the  Chicago  Spartacus  Youth  Club  organized  a picket-line  protest 
against  pro-imperialist  ideologue  Dinesh  D’Souza  at  the  University  of  Chicago. 
D Souza,  a former  editor  of  the  arch-conservative  Dartmouth  Review  and  a long- 
time brainiruster  lor  the  Republican  Parly,  was  on  campus  to  whitewash  the  man- 
ifold crimes  of  American  capitalism,  including  chattel  slavery.  D'Souza’s  presence 
on  campus  was  a provocation  aimed  at  minorities,  immigrants,  leftists  and 
all  opponents  of  the  U.S.  government's  “war  on  terror."  A Spartacisl  League/SYC 
spokesman  noted,  **(D'Souzal  and  other  conservative  ideologues  like  David  Horo- 
witz  are  trying  to  lead  a campaign  to  make  college  campuses  like  they  were  In  the 

1950s  and  to  get  rid  of  leftists." 

While  a few  right-wing  yahoos  made  childish  attempts  at  disrupting  the  anti- 
P Souza  protest,  the  SYC-led  action  refuted  and  exposed  the  racist  pig  D'Souza  and 
his  reactionary  agenda.  Solidarizing  with  the  anii-D'Souza  protesters  from  across 
the  street  bpck  campus  workers  pumped  their  fists  to  our  chants,  which  included. 

Dinesh  D S(^^a  is  a dog  of  war!  A workers  party  is  what  we’re  for!"  Earlier  in 
me  year.  SYCs  mobilized  protests  against  D’Souza  and  Horowitz  at  UCLA, 
Columbia  and  Harvard  to  champion  on  campus  the  cause  of  black  freedom,  which 
ultimately  can  only  be  achieved  through  socialist  revolution. 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Palestine... 

(continued  from  page  5) 

regiinc  some  1 5 years  ago  as  an  example 
of  a great  victory.  So.  let’s  deal  with  that. 
First  of  all.  apartheid  South  Africa  was 
not  Israel.  In  South  Africa  you  had  a thin 
layer  of  while  exploiters  living  off  an 
overwhelmingly  black  majority  country 
and  black  working  clas.s.  In  Israel  you 
have  an  entire  Hebrew-speaking  popula- 
tion. an  entire  nation,  and  then  you  have 
an  entire  other  nation,  the  Palestinian 
people. 

Moreover,  it  is  simply  not  true  that 
divestment  led  to  the  victory  over 
apartheid.  What  led  to  the  end  of  legal 
apartheid  was  the  rise  of  a powerful  black 
workers  movement  in  the  late  1970s  and 
'80s.  culminating  in  the  formation  of  the 
COSATU  trade-union  federation.  It  was 
the  struggle  of  these  black  workers  that 
created  fear  of  instability — and  indeed 
fear  of  revolution — in  South  Africa  in  the 
minds  of  the  American.  British  and  other 
European  imperialists.  And  that’s  when 
they  started  thinking  that  maybe  they 
should  have  a different  policy — maybe 
pul  some  pressure  on  the  apartheid 
regime  to  change  its  ways  a little  bit 
because  otherwise  there  might  not  be  any 
investments  left  at  all.  By  and  large  the 
divestment  that  did  take  place  was  mainly 
a matter  of  big  American  and  European 
corporations  signing  over  their  "control” 
to  South  African  subsidiaries  or  junior 
partners. 


Daniel/Media 

Israeli  rubber  workers  protest  layoffs  in  Tel  Aviv,  1989.  Zionist  garrison  state 
must  be  destroyed  from  within  through  Arab-Hebrew  workers  revolution. 


gets  people  out  and  it  brings  attention  to 
the  question.”  Well,  we  have  a saying  in 
our  movement.  It’s  belter  to  fight  for  what 
you  want  and  not  get  it  than  to  fight  for 
what  you  don’t  want  and  get  it. 

A "Democratic,  Secular” 
Palestine? 

Interestingly  enough,  there  has  in 
fact  been  some  divestment  from  Israel 
recently.  And  for  much  the  same  reason 
it  was  taking  place  in  South  Africa.  The 
constant  fighting  is  bad  for  business. 
Tourism  is  massively  down  to  the  tune 
of  something  like  $5  billion.  The  high- 
tech  industry  exports  are  down  by  $10 


Palestinian 
women  and 
children  flee 
Jaffa  during 
1947-48 
Zionist  terror 
campaign  that 
gave  birth  to 
Israeli  state. 


An  interesting  thing  is  that  in  1989 
there  were  two  strikes  against  divestment 
by  the  very  black  workers  in  South  Africa 
in  whose  name  the  divestment  campaign 
had  been  carried  out.  Because  what  di- 
vestment meant  was  that  the  mines  and 
factories  sold  to  local  South  African  capi- 
talists were  subjected  to  even  more  union- 
busting  and  wage-cutting.  We  wrote  in  an 
article  at  the  lime:  "It’s  obscene  to  ima- 
gine that  racist  American  imperialism — 
which  pul  its  own  citizens  in  concentra- 
tion camps  while  A-bombing  Hiroshima 
and  Nagasaki,  which  carpel  bombed 
Indochina,  and  props  up  every  ‘moder- 
ately authoritarian’  butcher  dictator  on 
earth — can  be  pressured  into  pressuring 
their  South  African  allies  to  dismantle 
apartheid”  {WV  No.  486.  29  September 
1989).  Very  much  the  same  applies  to  the 
U.S.  and  Its  Israeli  ally  today. 

The  final  point  is  that  even  though  legal 
apartheid  was  ended,  the  superexploita- 
lion  of  the  black  working  people  of  South 
Africa  continues,  except  in  this  case  the 
government  has  black  faces.  Wc  call  the 
governing  ANC  (African  National  Con- 
gress) black  front  men  for  white  capital- 
ist rule.  Yes,  blacks  now  have  the  right  to 
vole,  which  Is  no  minor  matter,  and  they 
are  not  humiliatingly  segregated  into 
different  compartments  on  trains  and  the 
like.  But  the  economic  and  social  condi- 
tions of  the  black  toilers  have  not  im- 
proved one  lota.  And  they  won’t  until 
there’s  a workers  revolution  in  South 
Africa. 

In  discussions  that  some  of  our  com- 
rades have  had  with  people  from  the 
ISO.  they  will  say.  "Oh  yeah,  we  know 
that  divestment  won’t  work,  but  at  least  it 


billion,  and  these  are  two  main  money 
earners  besides  the  direct  American  aid 
that  Israel  gets.  There  has  also  been  sim- 
ple capital  outflow — $500  million  just  in 
the  first  quarter  of  2002.  In  other  words, 
even  Israeli  capitalisLs  are  taking  their 
money  out  of  the  country. 

There’s  an  article  in  Business  Week 
(19  April)  dealing  with  this  which  quotes 
some  Israeli  capitalists.  "The  danger  for 
Israel.”  in  their  view,  “is  that  its  economy 
could  slip  back  to  what  amounts  to  a 
charity  project  sustained  by  donations  of 
the  U.S.  and  world  Jewry.”  We  used  to 
call  Israel  a “shnorrer  state” — "shnorrer” 
is  a Yiddish  word  for  beggar,  freeloader. 

There  are  two  points  coming  out  of 
this.  The  first  is  that  Sharon’s  policy  is 
not  the  only  policy  that  the  Israeli  bour- 
geoisie could  pursue  vis-^-vis  the  Pales- 
tinian people.  They  could  have  pursued 
the  Oslo  "peace”  accords.  You  know,  set 
up  some  phony  autonomy  situation  where 
the  Palestinians  are  firmly  under  their 
thumb,  but  everything  looks  quiet.  And 
that  was  what  the  Israeli  capitalists  hoped 
for  because  they  wanted  to  branch  out  to 
markets  in  the  Arab  countries.  In  fact, 
there  is  an  alternative  policy  to  Sharon’s 
being  proposed.  It's  called  "unilateral 
separation.”  It  means  that  you  just  build 
fences  throughout  the  West  Bank  the  way 
they  did  around  Gaza:  Israel  on  one  side. 
Palestinians  on  the  other — they  stay 
there,  we  stay  here,  except  they  have  no 
economy,  no  jobs,  and  are  surrounded  by 
Israeli  fortresses,  so  they  can’t  "step  out 
of  line." 

The  second  point  is  that  Israel  is  a cap- 
italist class  society  like  any  other.  It  has  a 
capitalist  class,  it  has  a working  class  and 


it  has  intermediate  classes.  The  Israeli 
population  is  not  just  some  seamless,  uni- 
tary. reactionary  mass.  And  this  is  very 
important  in  terms  of  the  differences  we 
have  with  most  left  groups.  It  means  that 
there  is  a working  class  in  Israel  whose 
class  interests  are  objectively  counter- 
posed  to  those  of  the  Zionist  rulers.  That 
is  the  force  that  can  be  mobilized,  under 
a revolutionary  leadership,  to  fight  for  a 
socialist  revolution  to  oust  the  Zionist 
rulers.  And  that  is  very  good  news  indeed, 
because  otherwise  there  will  be  no  Pales- 
tinian liberation. 

Most  of  our  opponents  on  the  left 
call  for  a "democratic,  secular”  Palestine, 
which  on  the  face  of  it  sounds  quite  good. 
Unfortunately,  you  are  not  going  to  have 
a democratic  secular  anything  in  Israel- 
Palestine  as  long  as  private  property  con- 
tinues to  exist.  There  is  simply  no  way. 
Because  what  you  have  there  is  a situa- 
tion where  two  nations  are  laying  claim 
to  the  same  land.  We  call  this  interpene- 
trated peoples.  Now.  the  right  to  self- 
determination,  the  right  to  form  your  own 
state,  is  a democratic  question.  In  other 
words,  it’s  a question  that  can  be  resolved 
normally  in  some  democratic  way  under 
capitalism,  at  least  on  a formal  level. 

But  when  you  have  a clash  between  the 
right  of  self-determination  for  one  people 
and  another  people  in  the  same  territory, 
that  cannot  be  resolved  democratically  to 
the  benefit  of  both  as  long  as  capitalist 
relations  prevail.  The  whole  logic  of  cap- 
italism is  basically  dog-eat-dog.  One  cap- 
italist against  another,  one  nation  against 
another.  One  will  be  on  top,  and  the  other 
will  be  on  the  bottom.  Every  "solution”  to 
the  Palestinian  national  question  under 
capitalism  either  perpetuates  the  oppres- 


sion of  the  Palestinian  Arab  people  or 
envisions  a reversal  of  the  terms  of  oppres- 
sion. denying  the  legitimate  national  rights 
of  the  Hebrew-speaking  people. 

One  of  the  founders  of  the  Zionist 
movement  noted  in  1940:  “Between  our- 
selves it  must  be  clear  that  there  is  no 
room  for  both  peoples  together  in  this 
country....  We  shall  not  achieve  our  goal 
of  being  an  independent  people  with  the 
Arabs  in  this  small  country.  The  only 
solution  is  a Palestine,  at  least  Western 
Pale.stine  (west  of  the  Jordan  River), 
without  Arabs”  (quoted  in  Arie  Bober, 
ed..  The  Other  Israel).  In  his  own  way. 
he  understood  that  you  can’t  have  self- 
determination  for  both  peoples  in  this 
little  country,  at  least  not  under  capital- 
ism. Note  also  the  reference  to  "Western 
Palestine.”  Now.  of  course,  the  more 
extreme  Zionists  don't  simply  want  to 
take  over  the  West  Bank  and  Gaza.  East 
of  "Western  Palestine”  is  a country 
called  Jordan,  and  beyond  that  there  are 
other  countries.  In  fact,  a historic  Zionist 
slogan  for  a “greater  Israel”  is  "from  the 
Euphrates  to  the  Nile.”  The  Euphrates  is 
all  the  way  in  Iraq.  The  Nile  is  in  Egypt. 
That’s  a big  chunk  of  territory  for  a 
greater  Israel. 

This  bears  on  another  point  about  what 
is  wrong  with  the  idea  of  a democratic, 
secular  Palestine.  It  cannot  lead  to  real 
self-determination  for  the  Palestinian 
population,  which  extends  beyond  the 
confines  of  Israel  or  the  Occupied  Terri- 
tories. Palestinians  are  and  have  always 
been  the  majority  of  the  people  in  Jordan, 
for  example.  So  in  order  to  get  Palestin- 
ian self-determination,  you  have  to  sweep 
away  the  capitalist  governments  of  Israel 
and  Jordan.  And  there  are  a good  half- 
million Palestinians  in  Lebanon  as  well. 
Lebanon’s  patron  is  Syria.  The  only  real 
solution  is  a socialist  federation  of  the 
Near  East. 

The  Genocidal  Logic 
of  Nationalism 

The  question  of  interpenetrated  peo- 
ples is  one  the  Bolshevik  Revolution  in 
Russia  itself  encountered  in  regions  (like 
the  Caucasus)  where  different  national- 
ities intermingled  in  the  same  territory.  At 
the  Communist  International’s  Second 
Congress  in  1920,  there  was  an  amend- 
ment to  a motion  which  made  the  point 
that  "Republican  (bourgeois]  democracy, 
forced  by  its  struggle  against  the  proletar- 
iat to  substitute  national  war  for  the  class 
struggle,  quickly  became  permeated  with 
xenophobia.  It  easily  converts  to  its  own 
use  the  experiences  of  the  old  masters 
continued  on  page  10 
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Palestine... 

(continued  front  page  9} 

of  national  oppression  and  applies  them 
ardently.”  And  it  concluded  that  “no 
‘democratic’  forms  within  a republican- 
democratic  order.. .can  ensure  protec- 
tion of  the  rights  and  cultural  interest  of 
the  minority  nationalities  in  areas  with  a 
mixed  population."  By  democratic  forms, 
it  meant  capitalist  democratic  forms. 

If  you  look  at  Israel,  you  can  see  what 
it  means  to  use  the  experience  of  the 
old  masters.  The  Zionists  aped  the  Nazi 
tormentors  of  the  Jewish  people.  It  was 
reported  in  Israeli  newspapers  last  month 
that  a senior  army  commander  said,  if  and 
when  troops  go  into  refugee  camps  like 
Jenin,  they  should  learn  the  lessons  of 
the  Germans  who  went  into  the  Warsaw 
Ghetto.  On  the  other  side,  when  Arafat  set 
up  his  own  forces  to  police  the  Palestin- 
ian people,  they  aped  the  Zionist  torturers 
who  had  earlier  tormented  them. 

That’s  the  logic  of  all  nationalism, 
which  ultimately  means  genocide  of  one 
people  by  another.  Given  the  current 
polilical/military  balance  of  forces  in  the 
Near  East,  it  is  the  Palestinian  Arabs  who 


with  a minority  of  the  vote  and  now  is 
able  to  carry  out  the  most  draconian 
attacks  on  civil  liberties  we’ve  seen  since 
the  1950s  with  an  80  percent  popularity 
rating. 

What  we  fight  for  in  the  Near  East  is 
Arab-Hebrew  workers  revolution  as  the 
only  just  .solution  to  this  question  of 
interpenetrated  peoples.  Looking  at  the 
situation  today,  this  prospect  may  seem 
pretty  way  out.  But  there  are  historical 
precedents. 

Let  me  give  you  an  example.  If  you 
look  at  the  former  Yugoslavia,  today 
there’s  Croatia.  Serbia,  Bosnia,  Kosovo; 
the  number  of  countries  multiplies.  This 
is  where  the  expression  “Balkanization” 
came  from.  You’ve  seen  for  the  last  ten 
years  intercommunal  massacres,  the  driv- 
ing out  of  entire  villages  and  towns.  But 
it  wasn't  always  that  way.  From  1945 
to  the  early  1990s.  you  had  a situation 
for  much  of  that  time  where  the  vari- 
ous nationalities — the  Croats,  the  Serbs, 
the  Bosnian  Muslims,  the  Albanian  Koso- 
vars— lived  in  relative  harmony  and 
national  equality. 

But  before  1945.  it  was  pretty  much  the 
way  it  is  now.  Then  something  intervened 
to  radically  change  things.  The  Yugoslav 


Yugoslav 
Communist  Party 
under  Marshal 
Tito  (fourth  from 
left)  forged 
multinational 
Partisan  force 
that  defeated 
Nazi  occupiers 
in  WWII,  leading 
to  creation  of 
deformed 
workers  state. 


now  face  the  possibility  of  massacres  on 
a truly  genocidal  scale. 

However,  one  also  sees  suicide  terror 
attacks  carried  out  by  Palestinians  against 
innocent  Israeli  civilians.  It  is  one  thing 
to  carry  out  an  attack-  against  Israeli 
troops  or  settlers  who  are  basically  fascis- 
tic  auxiliaries  of  the  Israeli  Army.  They 
are  enforcers  of  the  military  occupation 
of  the  Palestinians,  It  is  another  thing  to 
attack  a bunch  of  teenage  kids  at  a disco 
on  a Friday  night  date  in  Tel  Aviv  or  some 
people  out  doing  their  shopping  in  a 
shopping  mall  in  Jerusalem  or  Haifa. 
Such  indi.scriminate  terror  is  criminal 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  working  class. 
Behind  it  lies  the  nationalist  ideology  that 
equates  the  whole  population  with  the 
rulers.  Far  from  advancing  the  struggle 
for  Palestinian  liberation,  it  actually  sets 
it  back.  What  it  says  to  the  working  peo- 
ple of  Israel  is:  "Our  government  must  be 
right:  the  Arabs  hate  us  all.” 

In  this  sense  it’s  comparable  to  the 
attack  on  the  World  Trade  Center  last 
September,  which  was  also  a criminal 
attack  from  the  standpoint  of  the  work- 
ing class.  Look  what  it  did  for  the  Bush 
administration  which  came  into  office 


Communist  Party  under  Tito  in  World 
War  II  led  a partisan  resistance  against 
the  Nazi  German  occupation.  The  leader- 
ship of  the  Yugoslav  Communist  Parly 
was  multinational.  It  was  the  only  pan- 
Yugoslav  party  in  the  country.  There  were 
Jewish  people  in  the  leadership;  there 
were  Croats;  there  were  Serbs.  Tito  him- 
self was  half  Croatian  and  half  Slovenian. 
Now,  this  was  a Stalinist  party.  It  did  not 
have  a program  for  socialist  revolution 
and  it  tried  to  form  alliances  with  various 
bourgeois  formations  at  that  time. 

However,  one  of  these  bourgeois- 
nationalist  formations  from  the  Croatian 
side — the  Ustasha — was  pro-Nazi  and 
was  running  a puppet  government  for  the 
German  occupation  forces.  The  Titoists 
couldn’t  exactly  ally  with  them.  On  the 
other  side  were  Serbian  royalists — the 
Chetniks — who  for  a time  were  allied 
with  the  Tiioist  Partisans  against  the  Ger- 
mans and  their  Croatian  puppets.  But 
then  the  Chetniks  started  attacking  the 
Yugoslav  Communist  forces,  so  it  was 
sort  of  hard  to  maintain  an  alliance  with 
them  too.  In  the  upshot  the  anti-Nazi  Par- 
tisan war  turned  into  a civil  war  against 
all  the  bourgeois-nationalist  forces  in 
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Mass  demonstration  In  Baghdad,  July  1958.  Revolutionary  upsurge  under 
Iraqi  CP  leadership  brought  powerful  proletariat  to  the  brink  of  power. 


Yugoslavia.  As  a result,  when  Tito’s 
Communist  Partisans  were  victorious 
over  the  Nazi  occupation  they  were  also 
victorious  over  what  was  left  of  a bour- 
geoisie in  Yugoslavia. 

What  came  out  of  that  is  what  we  call 
a deformed  workers  state — a state  where 
capitalism  had  been  overthrown  but 
under  the  political  rule  of  a bureaucracy 
like  what  existed  in  the  Soviet  Union 
under  Stalin  and  his  successors  prior  to 
the  downfall  of  the  USSR  in  I991-92. 
But  even  with  that  deformation,  you  had 
a situation  where  (here  were  no  longer 
bourgeois-nationalist  forces  carrying  out 
massacres  against  each  other.  You  had 
development  of  the  most  impoverished 
regions  and  relative  equality  on  the  basis 
of  a collectivized  economy.  Then  in  the 
early  ’90s  you  had  a counterrevolution, 
and  now  you  see  what  you  get  from  (hat. 

For  Communist  Parties 
in  the  Near  East! 

If  you  look  around  today,  it  seems  like 
in  almost  every  Arab  country  what's  on 
the  rise  is  Islamic  fundamentalism.  And 
in  most  countries  you  have  either  dictato- 
rial regimes  or  some  democratic  facade 


M4moires  Vives  Productions 

Henri  Curiel,  an  Egyptian  Jew, 
helped  found  Communist  movement 
in  that  country  in  1940s. 

for  military  rule.  But  if  you  go  back  to  the 
1940s  and  ’50s,  you  had  large  Commu- 
nist parties  in  many  of  these  countries. 
Most  of  these  Communist  parties  were 
either  formed  by  or  included  or  were 
based  heavily  on  the  minorities  in  those 
countries.  The  various  Egyptian  Commu- 
nist formations  were  all  formed  by  Egyp- 
tian Jews.  The  Iraqi  Communist  Party  had 
in  its  leadership  Kurds  and  Jews.  Kurds 
are  an  oppre.ssed  minority  in  Iraq.  For  a 
period  of  time  the  chief  leader  of  the  Iraqi 
Communist  Party  was  a Jewish  man. 

In  1958.  the  king  of  Iraq.  I believe  the 
son  of  the  man  that  the  British  installed, 
was  overthrown.  This  opened  up  a revo- 
lutionary situation.  The  Iraqi  Communist 
Party  had  the  overwhelming  support  of 
the  multinational  Iraqi  working  class.  It 
also  had  broad  support  among  other  lay- 
ers of  the  population,  including  within 
(he  army  and  even  some  sections  of  the 
officer  corps.  It  could  have  taken  power, 
There  could  have  been  a socialist  revolu- 
tion in  Iraq.  In  fact  the  American  govern- 
ment was  sufficiently  worried  that  U.S. 
president  Dwight  Eisenhower  sent  the 


Marines  into  Lebanon  just  to  have  them 
there  in  case  they  had  to  invade  Iraq.  The 
Kremlin,  the  Moscow  Stalinists,  sold  out 
that  revolution  in  the  interests  of  main- 
taining “peaceful  coexistence”  with  the 
U.S.  They  knew  the  U.S.  wouldn’t  like  it 
if  one  of  the  major  countries  in  the  major 
oil  producing  region  of  the  world  went 
Communist.  And  the  Iraqi  Communist 
Party,  being  a Stalinist  party,  went  along 
with  that. 

The  Stalinists  have  a program  called 
“two-stage  revolution"  which  means  first 
we  block  with  the  bourgeois  national- 
ists— like  the  predecessors  of  Saddam 
Hussein — and  only  later  will  we  fight  for 
socialism.  Of  course,  the  later  never 
comes  because  in  between  comes  a mas- 
sacre of  the  working  class,  w hich  is  what 
happened  in  Iraq.  This  led  to  Saddam 
Hussein,  who  at  the  time  was  supported 
by  the  United  States  because  he  was  kill- 
ing workers  and  Communists,  which  is 
something  the  United  States  government 
always  likes. 

Let’s  take  another  example  a decade 
later.  I referred  to  the  massacre  of  Pales- 
tinians (Black  September)  in  Jordan  in 
1970.  That  did  not  have  to  happen.  In 
fact.  Jordan  was  on  the  verge  of  a civil 
war.  But  none  of  the  Palestinian  nation- 
alists— not  simply  Arafat,  but  even  the 
most  left-wing  Palestinian  nationalist.s— 
sought  to  organize  the  Jordanian  and  Pal- 
estinian masses  against  King  Hussein. 
These  groups  included  the  Democratic 
Front  and  the  Popular  Front  for  the  Lib- 
eration of  Palestine,  which  claimed  to  be 
either  Marxist-Leninist  or  Marxist  and 
which  are  seen  that  way  by  much  of  the 
left  today.  Instead  of  appealing  to  the 
population  to  rise  up  against  the  king, 
they  left  themselves  disarmed  and  10.000 
Palestinian  fighters  were  slaughtered. 

A few  years  later,  in  1975.  a civil  war 
broke  out  in  Lebanon.  This  started  basi- 
cally as  a civil  war  between  the  poor  and 
the  rich,  although  the  rich  were  largely 
the  Christian  Maronites.  But  it  was  turned 
into  a war  between  Muslims  and  Chris- 
tians as  the  PLO  and  Lebanese  Stalinists 
threw  their  forces  in  with  one  or  another 
of  the  Lebanese  Muslim  groups  who  were 
simply  communalists.  So  a potentially 
revolutionary  civil  war  turned  into  an 
intercommunalist  slaughter  that  went  on 
for  years  and  led  to  the  deaths  of  tens 
upon  tens  of  thousands  of  people. 

So  revolutionary  opportunities  do 
arise,  but  when  they  arise — and  they 
don  t happen  every  day,  obviously — w-hat 
has  to  be  in  place  is  the  kind  of  parly 
that  Lenin  painstakingly  built  in  Russia 
through  education  and  struggle  to  take 
advantage  of  that  opportunity.  It’s  got  to 
be  a party  ba.sed  on  the  understanding 
of  proletarian  class  independence  from 
the  bourgeoisie  as  against  the  idea  of 
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‘ iwO'StJgc  revolution,”  What  we  fight  for 
in  backward  neocoloniul  countries  like 
those  of  the  Arab  East  is  the  Trotskyist 
program  of  permanent  revolution,  which 
means  that  only  when  the  working  class 
takes  power  can  you  break  the  strangle- 
hold of  imperialism  and  pul  an  end  to 
national  oppression.  Communist  parlies 
in  Third  World  countries  must  also  be 
based  on  the  understanding  that  the  work- 
ing class  in  the  United  Slates  and  West 
Europe  must  be  mobilized  for  proletarian 
revolution  as  w-ell.  because  as  long  as 
imperialism  remains  no  revolution  in  a 
small  country  will  long  survive. 

We  have  a perspective  of  building 
Leninist-Trotskyisl  parties  not  only  in 
Arab  countries  but  also  in  Israel.  Israel  is 
not.  as  I said  before,  simply  a seamless 
society  where  nothing  can  ever  change. 
You  might  have  read  about  the  reservists 
in  the  military  who  refuse  to  do  service 
In  the  Occupied  Territories.  There  are 
all  sorts  of  fault  lines  in  Israeli  society, 
including  secular  opposition  to  Jewish 
fundamentalism  and  theocracy.  There’s 
a large  Israeli  Arab  population,  which  is 
actually  a part  of  the  Palestinian  nation 
that  remained  within  Israel’s  borders. 
They  are  subject  to  intense  segregation, 
enormous  poverty,  basically  restricted 
to  Arab-only  villages,  and  economically 
marginal.  But  Israeli  Arabs  certainly 
have  no  great  love  for  the  Zionist  slate 
and  could  obviously  be  a leaven  for 
socialist  revolution  in  Israel. 

Then  there  are  class  and  other  divisions 


which  radicalized  a whole  generation 
around  the  world.  So  again,  the  point  is 
that  if  you  have  a narrow,  nationalist 
framework  and  look  only  at  your  little 
piece  of  territory  and  what's  going  on 
there  and  what  you  can  do  about  it.  you 
will  never  succeed 

The  Struggle  for  Revolutionary 
Consciousness 

There’s  a little  group  on  the  left  called 
the  Internationalist  Group.  If  anybody 
here  has  ever  seen  their  material,  you  may 
think  that  much  of  their  stuff  sounds  the 
sajne  as  ours.  They  call  for  Arab-Hebrew 
workers  revolution,  lor  example.  I was 
looking  at  a 30  March  leaflet  they  pul  out 
and  it  says.  ’’Defeat  Israel's  Genocidal 
Blitzkrieg!  Drive  Zionist  Army/Settlers 
Out  of  the  Occupied  Territories!”  It’s  like 
"macho  man  Marxism" — “defeat  ’em.” 
“drive  ’em  out.”  "smash  ’em!"  Who’s 
going  to  do  the  driving?  The  lightly  armed 
Palestinian  resistance  against  Israeli 
tanks.  F-16s.  armored  helicopters? 

Then  1 remembered  something  they 
wrote  a year  ago:  "The  settlers  should 
be  driven  out  by  militant  action  of  the 
oppressed  Palestinian  population.  This 
could  gain  considerable  support  from 
Hebrew  working  people  in  Israel’’  (hiter- 
nationalist.  Summer  2001).  I remember 
while  reading  that  at  the  lime.  I just 
started  laughing.  We  do  look  to  mobilize 
the  Hebrew  working  people  for  revolu- 
tion. but  to  think  that  right  now.  with  the 
level  of  intense  chauvinism  infecting  the 
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within  the  Jewish  population.  The  major- 
ity are  what  is  called  Sephardic  or  Near 
Eastern  Jews,  who  are  overwhelmingly 
treated  as  second-class  citizens.  They  are 
very  poor  by  and  large  compared  to  the 
European-derived  Jews,  and  mainly  live 
in  what  are  called  "development  towns.” 
which  are  basically  glorified  slums  in 
desert  areas.  Today  the  Sephardic  popu- 
lation is  largely  under  the  sway  of  right- 
wing  and  religious  parties.  But  such 
things  can  change  very  quickly,  and  I’ll 
give  you  an  example.  I happened  to  be  in 
Israel  for  a brief  visit  in  the  early  1970s. 
There  was  a group  there  called  the  Black 
Panther  Party.  I’m  sure  you’re  all  familiar 
with  the  Black  Panther  Party  which  orig- 
inated in  Oakland.  California.  This  was 
not  them.  This  was  a group  of  several 
hundred  Sephardic  Jewish  militants  who 
were  fighting  against  the  discrimination 
against  their  people,  but  in  fact  they  did 
get  their  name  from  the  Black  Panther 
Party  in  Oakland. 

There  was  likewise  at  that  time  a fairly 
sizable  New  Left  movement  in  Israel 
of  young  Israelis,  many  of  whom  were 
openly  anti-Zionist.  And  I could  speak  to 
them  because  in  some  ways  we  had  both 
been  influenced  by  the  same  events:  the 
struggle  for  black  equality  in  the  United 
States,  which  had  international  repercus- 
sions. and.  of  course,  the  Vietnam  War. 
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Israeli  proletariat,  that  they’re  just  going 
to  cheer  on  Palestinians  as  they  drive  out 
Jewish  settlers  from  the  Occupied  Terri- 
tories is  demented. 

For  the  Internationalist  Group,  revolu- 
tion is  something  quick  and  easy.  You 
don’t  have  to  have  that  hard  struggle 
to  change  people's  minds,  to  affect  con- 
sciousness, to  build  a party.  The  Palestin- 
ians are  just  going  to  engage  in  militant 
struggle,  and  the  Israeli  working  class  is 
going  to  cheer  them  on.  If  life  were  only 
so  easy! 

The  real  punchline  of  this  attitude  is 
that  you  cut  corners.  But  history  doesn’t 
have  pop-up  menus  for  shortcuts,  so 
when  you  start  looking  for  shortcuts  what 
you  do  is  lone  down  this  bit  of  your 
program  and  tailor  that  bit  in  order  to 
appeal  to  lower  consciousness.  The  Inter- 
nationalist Group  claims  to  agree  with 
our  line  on  the  Soviet  military  interven- 
tion in  Afghanistan  against  the  CIA’s 
Islamic  reactionaries  in  the  1980s.  Espe- 
cially in  defense  of  women’s  rights,  we 
said.  "Hail  Red  Army  in  Afghanistan!" 
And  the  InicrnalionaliM  Group  says:  we 
stand  by  that. 

But  then  they  organized  a demonstra- 
tion a few  months  ago  at  Hunter  Col- 
lege in  New  York  City  against  the  post- 
September  1 1 government  attacks  on 
Immigrants  from  Islamic  countries.  And 
the  one  thing  that  never  came  out  of  their 
mouth  was  "Hail  Red  Army  in  Afghan- 
i.stan."  And  this  was  shortly  after  the  U.S. 
had  launched  its  attacks  on  Afghanistan. 
Why?  Because  that  might  have  annoyed 
the  Arab  nationalists  who  were  there,  the 
Islamic  women  wearing  veils  who  were 
there,  or  groups  like  the  International 
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Espartaco 

April  4:  Trotskyists  hold  speakout  at  Mexico  City's  UNAM  university.  Signs 
include:  "Down  With  the  Zionist  Terror  Machine!  For  Arab-lsraeli  Workers 
Revolution!"  and  "No  to  the  Veit!  For  Women’s  Liberation  Through  Socialist 
Revolution!” 


Socialist  Organization,  who  are  virulently 
anti-Communist,  who  were  there.  See. 
you  don’t  say  things  that  are  going  to 
upset  the  apple  cart.  But  on  that  basis 
you’re  never  going  to  build  a parly  that 
can  make  a revolution. 

Another  thing  that  they’ve  attacked  us 
for  is  that  we  declare  ourselves  to  be  the 
vanguard  against  Islamic  reaction.  Yes, 
we  are.  We  are  in  the  vanguard  against 
Islamic  reaction,  against  Jewish  reaction, 
and  particularly  in  this  country,  against 
Christian  reaction. 

Fundamentally,  if  you  are  not  against 
all  forms  of  religious  reaction  then  all 
talk  of  socialist  revolution  and  perma- 
nent revolution  is  a lie.  It  means  nothing 
because  you  are  not  fighting  against  the 
backwardness  that  keeps  the  oppressed 
and  the  working  class  in  (hose  societies 
in  chains.  And  central  to  that,  and  to  the 
whole  perspective  of  permanent  revolu- 
tion, is  women’s  liberation  against  which 
religious  reaction  is  the  greatest  enemy. 

The  Palestinian  people,  as  I said  ear- 
lier. as  compared  to  virtually  every  other 
Arab  population  in  the  Near  East — and  as 
compared  to  the  Israeli  Jewish  popula- 
tion as  well — were  decidedly  more  cos- 
mopolitan. But  by  1990-91,  the  growth  of 
Islamic  fundamentalism  had  become  so 
severe  that  women  who  had  participated 
in  the  first  Intifada  said  they  were  afraid 
to  go  out  in  the  streets  of  Gaza  without  a 
veil,  and  by  the  mid  1990s  this  had  spread 
to  the  West  Bank  as  well.  If  you  don’t  see 
yourself  as  a vanguard  fighter  against 
Islamic  fundamentalism,  how  are  you 
going  to  defend  those  women  and  win 
them  to  the  banner  of  communism? 

And  it’s  not  just  religious  reaction  that 
is  opposed  to  women’s  liberation;  it  is 
nationalism  as  well.  In  Algeria  in  the  late 
1950s-early  1960s  a radical-nationalist 
movement  waged  a successful  struggle 


against  French  colonialism.  As  soon  as 
they  look  power,  they  started  putting 
women  "in  their  place” — the  very  same 
women  who  had  been  vanguard  fighters 
in  the  struggle  against  French  imperial- 
ism were  now  told  to  shut  up  and  gel  in 
the  kitchen.  The  Algerian  nationalist 
regime  implemented  laws  based  on  tradi- 
tional Islamic  law. 

So  unlike  such  people  as  the  Interna- 
tionalist Group  who  peddle  daydreams 
and  illusions,  we  don’t  think  socialist  rev- 
olution is  an  easy  road.  However,  it  is  the 
only  road  if  you  are  for  liberation  of  the 
oppressed;  if  you  are  for  the  emancipa- 
tion of  women;  if  you  are  for  an  end  to 
poverty,  an  end  to  imperialist  war  and  an 
end  to  exploitation  of  the  working  people 
in  this  country,  in  Israel,  in  Arab  coun- 
tries, in  every  country.  We  don’t  claim 
to  have  the  power  currently  to  drive  the 
Zionists  out  of  the  Occupied  Territories. 
We  do  have  a very  powerful  set  of  ideas, 
however.  And  those  ideas,  if  implanted 
among  the  working  masses  as  happened 
in  Russia  in  the  years  leading  up  to  and 
during  1917,  have  the  power  to  change 
the  world. 

The  last  100  years,  the  20th  century, 
have  probably  been  the  bloodiest  period 
in  the  history  of  humanity.  It’s  not  just 
Palestine.  There’s  been  two  world  wars 
and  the  Nazi  Holocaust.  The  American 
imperialist  war  in  Korea  cost  something 
like  3 million  lives,  and  the  one  in  Viet- 
nam even  more.  To  put  an  end  to  all  of 
these  atrocities  once  and  for  all  requires 
putting  the  working  class  in  power  inter- 
nationally. If  you’re  interested  in  defeat- 
ing oppression  and  in  driving  out  the 
oppressors,  you  should  join  us  in  build- 
ing the  kind  of  inlernaiionalisl,  revolu- 
tionary party  that  it’s  going  to  lake  to 
turn  this  world  into  a world  common- 
wealth of  socialism.  ■ 
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Waterfront... 

(conlinued  from  page  J6) 

Los  Angeles  Business  Journal  (27  May) 
warned:  “A  10-day  work  stoppage  would 
create  a $19.4  billion  loss  to  the  national 
economy.” 

On  the  East  and  Gulf  Coasts,  shipping 
interests  are  also  attacking  the  closed 
shop  organized  by  the  International 
Long.shoremen's  Association  (ILA).  The 
shipping  companies’  efforts  are  now 
assisted  by  the  Feds,  who  are  moving  to 
intervene  in  the  ILA  in  the  name  of  pros- 
ecuting “mob  elements”  in  the  New  York/ 
New  Jersey  port  area.  Government,  courts 
out  of  the  unions! 

These  attacks  underline  the  need  for 
one  national  longshore  union  that  can 
carry  out  a national  struggle.  Especially 
if  the  ILWU  were  to  forge  a fighting  alli- 
ance with  rail,  trucking  and  airport  work- 
ers. longshore  workers  could  deal  a dev- 
astating blow  against  the  anti-union 
attacks  not  just  on  the  waterfront  but 
throughout  the  country.  This  would  reso- 
nate internationally,  most  directly  but  not 
only  with  dock  workers, 

“Mechanization  and 
Modernization"  Bevisited 

An  article  titled  “Let  the  Games 
Begin”  in  the  Journal  of  Commerce  (18- 
24  February)  states.  “The  PMA  is  seek- 
ing a contract  patterned  after  the  historic 
Mechanization  and  Modernization  Agree- 
ment of  1960.  which  freed  employers  to 
automate  but  ensured  that  longshoremen 
would  be  compensated  for  lost  jobs,” 
What  the  employers  now  want,  they  con- 
tinue, is  "broad  language  giving  them 
flexibility  to  use  equipment,  information 
technology  and  manpower  to  maximize 
productivity.” 

The  infamous  Mechanization  and 
Modernization  (M&M)  Agreement  gave 
the  PMA  a virtual  free  hand  to  eliminate 
jobs  with  the  introduction  of  powerful 
labor-saving  container  shipping  technol- 
ogy. Almost  overnight,  the  amount  of 
cargo  moved  on  and  off  ships  skyrock- 
eted; for  some  loads  containerization 
reduced  man-hour  requirements  by  a fac- 
tor of  13.  and  dropped  turnaround  time 
from  five  and  a half  days  to  40  hours.  In 
exchange  for  the  M&M  Agreement,  his- 
toric ILWU  leader  Harry  Bridges  nego- 
tiated the  “Pay  Guarantee  Plan”  (PGP), 
under  which  those  workers  lucky  enough 
to  still  be  on  the  books  were  guaranteed 


The  productivity  increases  from  con- 
tainerization have  now  been  pushed  as  far 
as  they  can  go  on  exi.sting  technology. 
Shipping  employers  now  want  to  attack 
union  work  rules  in  order  to  reduce  the 
costs  of  delays  involved  in  getting  the 
containers  into  and  out  of  the  harbor  area. 

The  Los  Angeles  Times  (5  May) 
reports,  “The  Pacific  Maritime  Assn,  says 
the  union  must  accept  new  equipment  and 
work  rules  that  will  make  the  ports  more 
efficient,”  quoting  PMA  head  Joe  Mini- 
ace saying.  “The  only  thing  we  are  inter- 
ested in  is  introducing  technology  with 
(the  union’s]  support.”  In  fact  the  only 
thing  the  PMA  is  really  interested  in  is 
a huge  increa.se  in  profits.  The  .same  arti- 
cle indicates  that  the  PMA  is  “pushing 
for  greater  flexibility  in  technology  and 
work  rules”  in  order  to  save  the  maritime 
industry  an  e.stimated  $ 1 billion  annually. 
These  new  technologies  are  already  being 
u.sed  in  ports  like  Singapore.  Hong  Kong 
and  Rotterdam.  In  Hong  Kong,  docks 
handle  over  15.000  containers  per  acre; 
the  West  Coast  average  is  3.000.  In  Sin- 
gapore. a single  crane  operator  using 
computers  transfers  containers  onto  wait- 
ing trucks;  on  the  West  Coast,  each  crane 
has  a crew  of  four.  The  first  ILWU  mem- 
bers to  be  targeted  by  the  PMA’s  intention 
to  introduce  computerized  cargo  tracking 
are  ILWU  clerks  who  currently  work 
closely  with  the  crane  crew  to  keep  track 
of  containers  and  manifests.  The  PMA 
estimates  that  the  new  technology  would 
eliminate  50  percent  of  the  ILWU  clerks, 
or  about  1. 000  jobs. 

The  PMA’s  modernization  plans  also 
would  eliminate  an  estimated  10,000 
future  longshore  jobs.  The  Washington 
Post  (5  January)  reports,  “The  PMA 
acknowledges  that  without  the  new  tech- 
nology, West  Coast  longshoremen  jobs 
would  probably  grow  to  20.000  over  the 
next  20  years,”  i.e.,  the  same  period  in 
which  Pacific  Rim  trade  is  expected  to 
double.  The  PMA  says  “work  opportu- 
nity” will  be  guaranteed  only  to  “cur- 
rently registered  workers."  This  sounds 
like  a freeze  on  new  registration  and  a 
slow  death  by  attrition. 

Union  Tops  Sign  On  to 
Government  “Security” 
Witchhunt 

Despite  the  powerful  bargaining  lever- 
age ILWU  longshoremen  have  by  virtue 
of  being  able  to  control  all  trade  coming 
into  West  Coast  ports,  the  ILWU  bureauc- 
racy headed  by  International  president 


1998  strike  by 
Australian  dock 
workers  against 
union-busting 
assault. 


minimum  pay.  For  many  years  the  PGP 
was  used  by  the  bosses  to  blackmail  the 
union,  threatening  to  cancel  it  at  even  the 
hint  of  a job  action. 

By  200 1,  the  number  of  registered 
longshoremen  had  decreased  to  some 
10,500  from  65,000  in  1959.  Reporting 
on  Bridges’  settlement  of  the  last  ILWU 
strike,  the  134-day  1971-72  walkout,  we 
noted:  "The  central  issue  is  containeriza- 
tion. In  a very  few  years  containerization 
will  automate  away  the  longshore  job 
and  with  it  the  longshore  union — unless 
the  ILWU  together  with  the  ILA,  Team- 
sters and  other  unions  creates  more  jobs 
through  the  shorter  workweek  with 
increases  in  daily  and  weekly  pay.  The 
workers  must  force  technological 
improvements  to  benefit  them"  {WV  No. 
6,  March  1972). 


James  Spinosa  has  apparently  decided  to 
knuckle  under  to  the  PMA,  giving  them 
an  updated  version  of  the  notorious  1960 
M&M  sellout.  “We  know  we  are  going  to 
lose  jobs  to  technology,”  Spinosa  said 
{Journal  of  Commerce,  18-24  February). 
Instead  of  fighting  to  defend  ILWU  jobs 
against  company  attacks,  the  ILWU  tops 
are  trying  to  grab  the  jobs  of  the  non- 
union and  heavily  immigrant  port  truck- 
ers. thus  setting  one  group  of  workers 
against  another. 

The  Journal  of  Commerce  article 
reported  that  the  February  ILWU  long- 
shore Coast  Caucus  called  “to  expand 
ILWU  jurisdiction,”  including  to  intra- 
port  trucking,  adding.  "The  caucus  said 
the  expanded  jurisdiction  would  com- 
pensate ILWU  members  for  the  loss  of 
jobs  that  will  result  as  terminals  become 
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Strike  by  longshoremen 
and  seamen  (left)  In  1934 
led  to  San  Francisco 
general  strike.  Top;  On 
“Bloody  Thursday,"  cops 
killed  two  striking 
longshoremen. 


— .Bui 
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more  computerized.”  Intra-port  trucking 
(or  drayage)  is  the  trucking  of  contain- 
ers within  the  port  between  berths 
and  between  rail  lines  and  berths.  Ship- 
ping companies  have  contracts  with 
trucking  companies  who  in  turn  hire 
owner-operators,  many  of  whom  are  La- 
tino. Asian  and  Arab  immigrants,  at  a 
fraction  of  the  cost  of  union  drivers. 
These  port  truckers  are  paid  strictly  on  a 
per-trip  basis,  have  no  benefits,  and  no 
guarantee  of  work.  Truckers  have  told 
WV  salesmen  that  the  trucking  compa- 
nies will  fire  them  on  the  spot  if  they 
even  mention  the  word  "union.” 

The  overwhelmingly  Latino  L.A.  port 
truckers  have  waged  a series  of  militant 
strikes  since  the  late  1980s  to  demand 
union  recognition,  including  an  unsuc- 
cessful 1993  bid  for  Teamsters  represen- 
tation that  paralyzed  the  port  for  eleven 
days.  Last  December  the  Teamsters,  the 
ILWU  and  the  ILA  announced  an  alliance 
to  make  all  U.S.  ports  "100  percent 
union.”  At  the  time  this  was  seen  by  many 
port  truckers  as  opening  up  the  possibil- 
ity that  they  would  be  organized  by  the 
Teamsters.  Now,  it  has  been  reported  that, 
in  a very  unusual  move.  Teamsters  presi- 
dent James  Hoffa  will  be  sitting  in  on  the 
negotiations  between  the  ILWU  and  the 
PMA.  What  the  ILWU  tops  are  aiming  for 
is  to  drive  unorganized  Latino,  Asian  and 
Arab  truckers  out  of  the  intra-port  truck- 
ing jobs  they  now  have  and  replace  them 
with  registered  longshoremen. 

This  policy  is  directly  counterposed  to 
what’s  needed:  union  organization  of  the 
port  truckers.  This  is  a basic  requirement 
for  working-class  unity.  It  would  open  the 
road  to  uniting  all  dock  workers  into  one 
industrial  union  and  beating  back  the  cap- 
italists’ divide-and-conquer  strategy.  But 
such  a perspective  would  require  mobi- 
lizing the  union’s  power  in  defense  of 
the  port  truckers  against  anti-immigrant 
racism.  The  unions  should  be  fighting  for 
full  citizenship  rights  for  all  immigrants.. 

Instead,  the  union  tops  have  signed 
on  to  the  government’s  "security”  witch- 
hunt, which  is  directed  in  the  first 
instance  against  immigrants.  Writing 
in  response  to  the  proposed  Maritime 
Security  Act.  Spinosa  vituperated  in  the 
union’s  September  2(K)1  Dispatcher.  "Why 
are  hard-working,  productive  longshore 
workers  being  targeted  for  extensive 
security  clearances  while  unknown  truck 
drivers  are  being  allowed  free  access  to 
our  work  environment?”  In  response  to 
this  poison  we  wrote,  “Such  chauvinism 
plays  right  into  the  capitalists’  divide- 
and-rule  schemes  aimed  at  pitting  white 
against  black  and  American-born  against 
foreign-born  workers.  This  undermines 
union  power  and  strikes  back  against  all 
the  oppressed”  (“Bosses  Target  Dock 


Workers.”  WV  No.  769,  23  November 

2001). 

Indeed,  the  MSA  would  lead  to  the  vic- 
timization of  not  only  immigrant  work- 
ers but  of  many  U.S.-born  black  and  La- 
tino ILWU  members.  The  MSA  mandates 
background  checks  under  which  water- 
front workers  could  be  fired  on  the  basis 
of  any  conviction  in  the  past  seven  years 
on  any  of  20  different  felony  offenses. 
Systematic  cop  harassment  of  ghetto  and 
barrio  youth  means  that  many  black  and 
Latino  men  have  a rap  sheet  and  could  be 
screened  oft  the  waterfront.  Spinosa’s 
column  in  the  Dispatcher  amounted  to 
a call  on  ILWU  members  to  fink  on 
their  fellow  workers,  just  as  McCarthyite 
wiichhunters  fingered  radicals  and  other 
union  militants  in  the  1950s.  Since  his 
column  appeared,  port  truckers  in  the 
L.A. /Long  Beach  and  Oakland/Bay  Area 
ports  have  complained  bitterly  to  WV 
salesmen  that  longshoremen  have  be- 
come increasingly  abusive  toward  them. 

Labor  Lieutenants  of  Capital 

Bridges’  justification  for  the  1960 
M&M  deal  was  that  mechanization  was 
inevitable  and  his  job  was  to  get  the  best 
deal  he  could  in  exchange  for  helping 
implement  it.  But  the  devastation  it  has 
wrought  on  waterfront  jobs  demonstrates 
that  defense  of  the  workers’  interests 
invariably  comes  up  against  the  con- 
straints of  the  capitalist  property  system. 
The  introduction  of  new  technology 
should  benefit  the  whole  of  society.  But 
under  capitalism,  it  is  used  to  eliminate 
jobs,  throwing  ever  more  workers  into 
the  ranks  of  the  unemployed. 

In  a workers  state,  where  the  means  of 
production  have  been  taken  away  from 
the  capitalists  and  made  the  collective 
property  of  the  working  class,  labor- 
saving  technology  would  mean  less  time 
spent  at  work  and  a vast  improvement  in 
conditions  of  life  for  the  population  as  a 
whole.  Moreover,  technological  progress 
would  be  greatly  accelerated  under  a cen- 
tralized planned  economy  and  an  interna- 
tional division  of  labor.  This  would  lead 
to  an  enormous  expansion  of  production 
and  the  elimination  of  scarcity,  laying  the 
basis  for  the  abolition  of  class  society 
with  all  its  barbaric  inequality,  racism 
and  war. 

Particularly  now.  as  the  boom-bust 
cycle  inherent  in  the  capitalist  mode  of  pro- 
duction has  generated  another  interna- 
tional recession,  workers  kicked  out  of 
their  jobs  face  little  hope  of  getting 
decent-paying  work.  Against  the  mass  un- 
employment created  by  the  capitalist  sy.s- 
tem.  it  is  necessary  to  fight  for  a sliding 
scale  of  hours  to  divide  the  available  work 
among  all  workers,  uniting  the  employed 
and  unemployed  in  class  struggle. Writing 

WORKERS  VANGUARD 


ils  the  world  economy  was  emerging  from 
the  Great  Dc[)ression,  revolutionary  leader 
Leon  Trotsky  asserted  in  the  1938  Transi- 
tional Program: 

■‘Uiulcr  the  menace  ot  its  own  disintcgra* 
non.  the  proletariat  cannot  permit  the 
transformation  of  an  increasing  section 
ol  the  workers  into  chronically  unem- 
ployed paupers,  living  oil  the  crumbs  ol 
a disintegiating  society.  The  right  to 
cmploynu-nt  is  the  only  serious  right  IcH 
to  the  worker  in  a society  based  upon 
exploitation.  Tins  right  today  is  being 
shorn  from  him  at  every  step  ... 

"The  question  is  one  of  life  or  death  of 
the  only  creative  and  progressive  class, 
and  by  that  token  ol  the  future  of 
mankind.  It  capitalism  i.s  incapable  of 
satisfying  the  demands  inevitably  arising 
from  the  calamities  generated  by  itself, 
then  let  it  pensh.  ' Realizability’  or  ‘unre- 
ali/ability*  is  in  the  given  instance  a 
question  of  the  relationship  of  force.s, 
which  can  be  decided  only  by  the  strug- 
gle. By  means  of  this  struggle,  no  matter 
what  its  immediate  practical  successes 
may  be.  the  workers  will  best  come  to 
understand  the  necessity  of  liquidating 
capitalist  slavery." 

Any  serious  struggle  to  defend  the 
interests  of  the  working  class  must  begin 
with  the  understanding  that  the  interests 
of  the  workers  and  the  capitalists  are 
irreconcilably  counterposed;  workers  are 
forced  to  sell  their  labor  power  in  order 
to  survive  and  the  property-owning  capi- 
talist class  derives  its  profits  from  the 
exploitation  of  the  workers.  The  labor 
bureaucracy  seeks  to  obscure  this  funda- 
mental counterposition  by  peddling  the 
lie  that  there  can  be  a "partnership”  of 
give  and  take  between  the  workers  and 
the  bosses. 

On  an  economic  level,  this  means 
accepting  the  employers’  argument  that 
concessions  by  the  trade  unions — e.g.. 
cuts  in  wages  and  benefits,  layoffs  and 
speedup — are  necessary  to  help  ensure 
the  competitive  edge  of  individual  com- 
panies and  of  corporate  America  as  a 
whole.  On  the  political  level,  it  means 
support  to  the  capitalist  political  parlies, 
chiefly  the  Democrats.  This  was  no  less 


Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  who.se  "New  Deal” 
was  aimed  at  heading  olf  the  working- 
clas.s  upsurge.  Today  ILWU  Local  10 
headquarters  is  used  to  mobilize  support 
for  the  likes  of  San  Francisco  mayor  and 
key  black  Democratic  Party  power  broker 
Willie  Brown,  who  has  held  election  vic- 
tory celebrations  in  the  union  hiring  hall. 

The  labor  bureaucracy  looks  to  the 
government  as  a "neutral  arbiter”  in  con- 
flicts between  the  unions  and  the  employ- 
ers. In  reality,  the  government  represents 
the  class  interests  of  the  bourgeoisie 
against  the  working  class  and  oppressed. 
The  entire  apparatus  of  the  capitalist 
Slate — the  cops,  the  courts,  the  prisons, 
the  military — is  a machinery  of  repres- 
sion aimed  at  enforcing  capitalist  rule.  In 
any  serious  struggle,  the  ILWU  will 
quickly  face  union-busting  attacks  by  the 
capitalist  cops  and  courts.  Likewise,  anti- 
labor  laws  and  government  intervention 
in  the  unions  are  aimed  at  weakening  and 
undermining  the  labor  movement  and 
subordinating  it  further  to  the  capitalist 
stale.  The  precondition  for  unions  to 
defend  the  workers  is  complete  indepen- 
dence from  the  capitalist  stale. 

As  the  U.S.  geared  up  for  World  War 
II  and  the  Democratic  Roosevelt  adminis- 
tration implemented  an  array  of  laws  to 
hamstring  the  newly  forged  industrial 
unions  of  the  CIO.  Trotsky  explained 
that  in  this  era  in  which  capitalism  is 
dominated  by  huge  trusts  and  monopo- 
lies. the  trade  unions 

“have  to  confront  a centralized  capitalist 
adversary,  intimately  bound  up  with  stale 
power,  Hence  flows  the  need  of  the  trade 
unions — insofar  as  they  remain  on  ref- 
ormist positions,  i.e.,  on  positions  of 
adapting  themselves  to  private  prop- 
erly— to  adapt  themselves  to  the  capital- 
ist state  and  to  contend  for  its  coopera- 
tion. In  the  eyes  of  the  bureaucracy  of  the 
trade  union  movement,  the  chief  task  lies 
in  ‘freeing’  the  state  from  the  embrace  of 
capitalism,  in  weakening  its  dependence 
on  trusts,  in  pulling  it  over  to  their  side. 
This  position  is  in  complete  harmony 
with  the  social  position  of  the  labor  aris- 
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true  of  the  "progressive”  Bridges  with 
his  occasional  socialist  rhetoric  than  of 
the  business  unionist  Spinosa.  Under 
Bridges,  the  no-strike  pledge  and  binding 
arbitration  became  a feature  of  every 
contract  after  the  1948  strike,  and  since 
then  there  has  only  been  one  other  coast- 
wide strike,  in  1971.  The  Economist  (1 1 
May)  observes  that  “For  most  of  its  exis- 
tence, the  ILWU  has  had  good  relations 
with  the  shippers....  The  two  sides 
co-operated  effectively  over  the  biggest 
upheaval  in  cargo  transport,  the  introduc- 
tion of  standard  containers  in  the  1960s 
and  1970s.”  In  fact.  Bridges  himself 
arrogantly  called  the  M&M  deal  a "beau- 
tiful piece  of  class  collaboration.” 

Indeed,  "progressive"  trade-union  ref- 
ormists like  Bridges,  and  those  mislead- 
ers  in  the  ILWU  today  who  uphold  his 
"legacy,”  are  better  able  to  carry  out 
betrayals  of  the  workers’  interests  than  the 
straight  business  union  bureaucrats  be- 
cau.se  they  know  how  to  put  a “left”  pol- 
ish on  their  treachery.  Behind  the  culti- 
vated “progressive”  image  stands  the  same 
class  collaboration  that  characterizes  the 
rest  of  the  AFL-CIO  labor  officialdom.  In 
the  late  1930s  Bridges  and  the  Commu- 
nist Parly  (which  was  by  then  a thor- 
oughly reformist  organization)  lied  the 
working  class  to  the  Democratic  Party  of 


tocracy  and  the  labor  bureaucracy,  who 
fighi  for  a crumb  in  the  share  of  super- 
profits of  impenalist  capitalism.... 

"The  trade  unions  of  our  time  can  either 
serve  as  secondary  instruments  of  imperi- 
alist capitalism  for  the  subordination  and 
disciplining  of  workers  and  for  obstruct- 
ing the  revolution,  or.  on  the  contrary, 
the  trade  unions  can  become  the  instru- 
ments of  the  revolutionary  movement  of 
the  proletariat." 

— "Trade  Unions  in  the  Epoch  of 
Imperialist  Decay"  (1940) 

In  times  of  sharp  class  struggle  or  war. 
the  union  lops  become  the  open  political 
police  of  the  bourgeoisie  in  the  labor 
movement.  Only  by  political  struggle 
within  the  unions  to  oust  these  misleaders 
can  the  working  class  take  the  road  of 
class  struggle. 

Gains  for  Workers,  Blacks 
Won  by  Class  Struggle 

The  PMA  bosses  have  declared  their 
intent  to  eliminate  the  union  hiring  hall 
and  replace  it  with  a computerized  or 
Internet-based  automatic  dispatching  sys- 
tem. which  would  reduce  union  members 
10  atomized  individuals  sitting  at  home 
waiting  for  a job.  The  class  battles  of  the 
1930s  that  created  the  ILWU.  most  criti- 
cally the  1934  San  Francisco  general 
strike  and  the  1936  maritime  strike,  ended 
the  haled  "shape-up"  w here  workers  were 
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picked  each  day  for  jobs  on  the  docks  by 
the  employers,  who  played  favorites  and 
pitied  worker  against  worker.  Instead, 
longshoremen  were  dispatched  daily  to 
jobs  from  the  union  hiring  hall.  The 
mechanization  of  the  docks  has  made  the 
hiring  hall  an  anachronism  for  the  em- 
ployers, since  labor  is  no  longer  the  sin- 
gle most  important  factor  in  loading  and 
unloading.  But  it  remains  a bulwark  of 
strong  union  control  over  job  conditions. 

Every  year  there  is  a memorial  to 
"Bloody  Thursday.”  when  striking  long- 
shoremen were  shot  to  death  by  the  cops 
during  the  1934  longshore  strike.  But 
today’s  ILWU  officials  have  foresworn 
the  methods  of  independent  class  strug- 
gle that  defeated  the  maritime  bosses, 
their  cops  and  National  Guard  in  1934. 
Spinosa’s  class-collaborationist  strategy 
is  counterposed  to  the  methods  with 
which  the  workers  built  the  union. 

Reviving  the  class-struggle  traditions 
that  built  the  CIO  unions  requires  under- 
standing exactly  who  and  what  you  are  up 
against.  Speaking  of  "The  Great  Minne- 
apolis Strikes"  of  1934,  which  were  led  to 
victory  by  Trotskyist  militants  and  helped 
build  the  Teamsters  into  a powerful 
national  union.  James  P.  Cannon,  a 
founding  leader  of  American  Trotskyism, 
underlined  the  political  program  which 
lay  behind  those  victories: 

"The  modem  labor  movemenl  musl  be 
poliiically  dirccied  because  u is  con- 
fronicd  by  ihe  government  at  every  turn. 
Our  people  were  prepared  for  that,...  The 
policy  of  ihe  class  struggle  guided  out 
comrades:  they  couldn’t  be  deceived  and 
outmaneuvered.  as  so  many  strike  lead- 
ers of  that  period  were.... 


“Therefore  they  prepared  everything 
from  the  point  of  view  of  class  war.  They 
knew  that  power,  not  diplomacy,  would 
decide  the  issue." 

— The  History  of  Amencan 
Trotskyism  (1944) 

The  Minneapolis  strike  leaders  were 
guided  by  the  Marxist  understanding  that 
the  workers  could  not  rely  on  the  agen- 
cies of  the  class  enemy — either  the  gov- 
ernment, its  political  parlies,  the  cops,  the 
courts  or  the  arbitration  boards.  This 
understanding  is  equally  critical  today, 
when  the  capitalist  government  has  weak- 
ened the  labor  movement’s  ability  to  fight 
back  with  myriad  anti-labor  laws,  which 
the  AFL-CIO  bureaucracy  capitulates  to. 

The  battles  that  forged  the  ILWU  not 
only  won  union  dispatch  of  workers 
based  on  seniority;  they  helped  open  up 
longshore  jobs  for  black  workers — a pio- 
neering victory  for  integration  of  unions 
and  a major  break  from  the  Jim  Crow 
practices  of  the  craft-based  American 
Federation  of  Labor.  In  1934  the  long- 
shore union  actively  recruited  black 
workers  into  the  union.  And  through 
hundreds  of  work  actions  over  the  ensu- 
ing years,  the  ILWU  was  able  to  deter- 
mine manning  scales,  work  rules  and 
safe  working  conditions;  in  other  words, 
union  control  of  how  longshoremen 
worked. 

The  M&M  settlement  brought  about 
the  institutionalization  of  the  discrim- 
inatory division  of  longshore  workers 
into  unequal  layers  of  more  senior  A- 
men  and  less  senior  B-men.  Formed  in 
1959.  the  B-lisi  was  a new  category  of 
longshoremen  who  were  kept  out  of  the 
continued  on  page  14 
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Waterfront... 

(continued  from  pufic  13) 

union.  The  workforce  is  further  divided 
with  a category  of  “casuals”  who  have  no 
union  rights  and  no  benefits  at  all.  These 
divisions  have  poisoned  the  union,  but- 
tressing all  the  divisions — racial  and  sex- 
ual— used  by  the  capitalists  to  keep  the 
workers  down.  The  B-men  and  casuals, 
who  currently  work  far  fewer  hours  than 
the  A-men.  must  be  brought  into  the 
union  with  full  rights,  pay  and  benefits, 
with  special  training  and  recruitment  pro- 
grams for  minorities  and  women.  This 
must  be  coupled  with  the  demand  for  a 
sliding  scale  of  hours  with  no  loss  in  pay 
to  ensure  work  for  all  longshoremen. 

International  Workers 
Solidarity  vs.  Labor  Chauvinism 

Even  more  clearly  than  in  other  indus- 
tries, the  AFL-CIO  bureaucracy's  sup- 
port for  flag-waving  chauvinism  and 
“buy  American”  protectionism  is  pat- 
ently counterposed  to  the  defense  of  the 
interests  of  longshore  workers,  whose 
very  jobs  depend  on  international  trade. 
Moreover,  longshore  workers  have  a 
proud  tradition  of  international  labor  sol- 
idarity. This  was  demonstrated  with  the 
international  campaign  to  defend  the 
locked-out  Liverpool  dockers  in  the  early 
1990s.  Even  more  recently,  it  was  illus- 
trated by  the  successful  defense  cam- 
paign for  the  ILA  “Charleston  Five.” 
who  were  threatened  with  jail  sentences 
for  defending  their  union  in  a South  Car- 
olina waterfront  battle  in  2000. 

The  vital  necessity  of  international 
labor  solidarity  is  stark  here  on  the  East 
Coast  of  the  Pacific  Rim.  World  War  II  in 


the  Pacific  between  U.S.  and  Japanese 
imperialism  was  primarily  fought  to 
determine  who  would  “get”  China  for 
capitalist  exploitation.  But  the  social  rev- 
olution in  China  in  1949  took  that  coun- 
try out  of  the  capitalist  market,  thwarting 
the  imperialists’  plans.  Today  the  contin- 
uing introduction  of  capitalist  “market 
reforms”  by  the  Chinese  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy threatens  the  working-class  property 
forms  created  as  a result  of  the  1949  Rev- 
olution. U.S.  capitalists  are  now  seeking 
wider  imperialist  penetration  into  China, 
hoping  to  once  more  get  their  claws  into 
the  Chinese  workers  for  unlimited  exploi- 
tation through  bloody  counterrevolution 
to  overthrow  the  Chinese  deformed  work- 
ers state. 

The  pro-capitalist  AFL-CIO  mislead- 
ers,  who  have  sabotaged  hundreds  of 
strikes  in  the  last  20  years  to  make  U.S. 
capitalism  more  “competitive."  support 
this  reactionary  goal.  While  the  U.S.  cap- 
italists talk  about  the  lack  of  “democracy” 
in  China  under  the  regime  of  the  Stalinist 
bureaucracy,  the  union  tops  complain 
about  “slave  labor”  in  order  to  justify 
their  protectionist  campaigns  to  stop  Chi- 
nese imports  to  “protect  American 
jobs” — in  effect,  telling  American  work- 
ers that  the  workers  in  China,  not  the  U.S. 
capitalists,  are  their  enemies.  When  the 
U.S.  capitalists  talk  about  “freedom”  in 
China,  they  mean  the  freedom  of  U.S. 
capitalists  to  exploit  the  workers  of  a 
fragmented  China.  Sweeney  and  the  other 
AFL-CIO  tops'  campaign  against  “totali- 
tarian” China  bolsters  the  imperialists’ 
counterrevolutionary  aims. 

This  is  a betrayal  of  workers  in  the  U.S. 
as  much  as  of  their  working-class  broth- 
ers and  sisters  in  China.  Should  union- 
ized workers  allow  the  bosses  to  smash 


another  union  because  its  leadership  is 
corrupt?  Absolutely  not!  They  should 
defend  the  union  against  the  bosses' 
attack  so  that  the  workers  can  clean  their 
own  house.  Likewise,  the  workers  of  the 
world  cannot  allow  capitalism  to  be 
restored  in  China  as  it  was  in  the  former 
Soviet  Union.  That  was  a tremendous 
defeat  for  the  working  class  internation- 
ally which  has  only  encouraged  the  capi- 
talists of  every  country  to  step  up  their 
attacks  on  the  working  class. 

The  1,000  ILWU  members  who  partic- 
ipated in  the  China-bashing  protests 
in  Seattle  in  1999 — dumping  mock  Chi- 
nese steel  into  Puget  Sound — were  mis- 
led by  the  AFL-CIO  and  ILWU  labor 
bureaucrats  to  act  against  their  own  class 
interests  by  taking  action  in  support  of 
the  counterrevolutionary  goals  of  the 
U.S.  government.  ILWU  members  and 
all  class-conscious  workers  must  defend 
the  Chinese  workers  slate  against  impe- 
rialist attack  from  without  and  counter- 
revolution from  within  and  support  the 
struggles  of  the  Chinese  workers  to  take 
control  of  their  state  by  throwing  out  the 
Stalinist  bureaucracy  through  a workers 
political  revolution. 

Break  with  the  Democrats — 
Forge  a Multiracial 
Workers  Party! 

Last  February  9,  the  Parti.san  Defense 
Committee  and  Labor  Black  League 
for  Social  Defense  organized  a labor- 
centered  united-front  mobilization  in 
Oakland  against  the  USA-Patrioi  Act  and 
Maritime  Security  Act  and  in  defense  of 
immigrants  targeted  by  the  U.S.  rulers' 
“war  on  terrorism”  (see  “Defend  Immi- 
grants! Defend  the  Unions!”  WVNo.  775, 
22  February).  The  core  of  the  demonstra- 


tion were  longshoremen  from  ILWU 
Local  1 0.  who  along  with  some  300  other 
unionists,  immigrants,  blacks  and  youth 
rallied  in  opposition  to  the  anti-immigrani 
w'itchhunt. 

For  many  black  longshoremen,  acting 
in  defense  of  immigrants — including  the 
unorganized  port  truckers — represented  a 
conscious  break  with  attempts  pushed  by 
the  capitalist  rulers  to  pit  black  and 
immigrant  workers  against  each  other 
We  sought  to  win  workers  to  the  need  to 
cut  through  the  ideological  straitjacket  of 
“national  unity”  and  break  down  the 
poisonous  racial  and  ethnic  divisions 
among  the  oppressed.  In  building  this 
mobilization,  the  Spartacist  League 
sought  to  raise  the  consciousness  of  the 
working  class  for  independent  struggle 
against  the  capitalist  rulers.  On  that  day 
this  action  gave  those  unionists  a sense 
of  struggle  based  on  their  independent 
class  power. 

There  must  be  a political  struggle 
within  the  trade  unions,  the  only  signifi- 
cant racially  integrated  institutions  m 
segregated  America,  to  break  from  the 
Democrats  and  build  a new  leadership 
based  on  a program  of  class  struggle  that 
will  champion  the  cause  of  black  free- 
dom and  the  defense  of  immigrant  riglu.s. 
That  struggle  requires  a political  expres- 
sion, a workers  parly  to  give  conscious 
leadership  to  the  struggle  of  the  workers 
to  do  away  with  the  entire  system  of  cap- 
italist wage  slavery.  The  labor-centered 
united-front  demonstration  on  February 
9 illustrated  on  a small  scale  what  a revo- 
lutionary workers  party  would  do.  The 
task  ahead  of  us  is  to  forge  such  a party, 
which  will  mobilize  all  the  oppressed  in  a 
united  struggle  for  workers  power.  Those 
who  labor  must  rule!  ■ 


Canada... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

Only  a workers  government  can  guar- 
antee these  conditions.  The  supposed 
guarantees  of  the  Canadian  constitution 
and  bourgeois  law  are  an  illusion.  The 
only  rights  that  are  guaranteed  under  cap- 
italism are  the  bourgeoisie’s  “rights”  to 
exploitation  and  plunder.  To  maintain  its 
unjust  order  against  the  working  class 
and  oppressed,  the  bourgeoisie  has  at  its 
disposal  the  capitalist  state — the  cops, 
courts,  prisons  and  army — to  utilize  as 
instruments  of  violent  repression.  The 
vicious  and  inhumane  treatment  of  Native 
people  by  the  forces  of  the  capitalist  state 
was  brought  home  recently  at  the  trial  of 
two  Saskatoon  cops  who  dumped  a 
Native  man  on  the  outskirts  of  town  in 
subzero  temperatures,  where  he  froze  to 
death.  Convicted  amid  revelations  of 
daily  brutality,  the  two  cops  were  sen- 
tenced to  light  jail  terms,  while  their 
cohorts  carry  on  as  before. 

No  illusions  in  the 
Pro-Capitalist  NDP!  For  a 
Revolutionary  Workers  Party! 

The  B.C.  Federation  of  Labour  has 
joined  the  call  for  a boycott  of  Camp- 
bell’s racist  referendum,  and  has  wel- 
comed Native  contingents  to  its  protests 
against  the  Liberal  government.  During 
their  recent  wildcat  strikes,  members 
of  the  heavily  immigrant  B.C.  Health 
Employees  Union  carried  signs  denounc- 
ing the  Liberals’  anti-Native  referendum. 
However,  far  from  leading  a struggle  for 
aboriginal  rights,  the  goal  of  the  top 
union  bureaucracy  in  the  current  labor 
protests  is  merely  to  returato  office  their 
“political  arm.”  the  NDP.  Understand- 
ably. facing  a vicious  enemy  like  Gordon 
Campbell,  the  New  Democrats  may  seem 
to  many  to  be  a les.ser  evil,  if  not  a posi- 
tive good.  But  what  does  such  a perspec- 
tive offer,  especially  for  Native  people? 

It  was  the  NDP  government  that  or- 
dered the  largest  operation  in  RCMP 
(Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police]  his- 
tory at  Gustafsen  Lake  in  1995.  The  pur- 
pose? To  evict  a handful  of  Native  mili- 
tants occupying  “private”  ranchland  near 


100  Mile  House.  In  the  process,  more 
than  7,700  square  kilometers  were  turned 
into  a war  zone;  Natives  throughout  the 
province  were  detained  without  cause, 
harassed  and  searched.  Denounced  by 
the  NDP  premier  as  “fanatics.”  the  occu- 
piers faced  potential  massacre  for  a 
month.  Following  their  surrender,  the 
NDP  government  vindictively  threw  their 
leader,  William  “Wolverine”  Ignace.  into 
prison  for  four  years.  It  has  also  recently 
been  revealed  that  the  NDP's  police 
complaints  commissioner  covered  up  the 
death  of  Frank  Paul,  a Native  man  who 
died  of  hypothermia  in  1998  after  being 
dumped  by  Vancouver  police. 

From  its  attacks  on  Natives,  to  railing 
against  “illegal”  Chinese  immigrants,  to 
leading  the  “national  unity”  crusade  in 
B.C.  against  Quebec  independence,  the 
NDP  government  oversaw  a decade  of 
chauvinist  reaction.  The  New  Demo- 
crats’ purpose  in  inculcating  such  racism 
and  chauvinism  among  the  workers  was 
to  reinforce  capitalist  class  rule. 

Taking  their  cue  from  the  union  tops 
are  a host  of  pseudo-socialist  groups — 
International  Socialists,  I’Humanite,  Com- 
munist League.  Communist  Party — who 
present  NDP  governments  (with  greater 
or  lesser  enthusiasm)  as  a progressive 
alternative  for  working  people  and  the 
oppressed.  These  groups  all  called  to 
elect  (and  then  re-elect)  the  New  Demo- 
crats in  the  1990s.  They  were  thus 
politely  silent  on  the  NDP’s  own  long, 
dirty  record  on  aboriginal  questions  dur- 
ing the  run-up  to  Campbell’s  referendum. 

The  NDP  is  a bourgeois  workers  party. 
based  in  part  on  the  trade  unions  but  thor- 
oughly pro-capitalist  in  its  leadership  and 
outlook.  When  installed  in  office.  NDP 
governments  are  capitalist  governments, 
committed  to  maintaining  the  bourgeois 
order  through  parliamentary  illusions 
and  reactionary  chauvinism  where  pos- 
sible. through  naked  force  where  neces- 
sary. In  fact,  thanks  to  their  ties  to  organ- 
ized labor  via  the  union  bureaucracy,  the 
New  Democrats  are  often  more  adept  at 
suppressing  working-class  struggle  than 
open  capitalist  parties  like  the  Liberals. 

The  struggles  of  working  people  and 
the  oppressed  cun  go  forward  only 
against  the  treachery  and  sabotage  of  the 


NDP  and  its  allies  in  the  labor  bureauc- 
racy. It  is  necessary  to  forge  a new.  anti- 
capitalist leadership  of  labor:  a revolu- 
tionary vanguard  party  that  opposes  every 
manifestation  of  injustice  and  strives  to 
make  the  proletariat  conscious  of  its 
social  power  and  historic  interest  as  the 
only  force  which  can  sweep  away  capital- 
ist exploitation  and  oppression.  The  unre- 
mitting defense  of  Native  people’s  lives 
and  rights  by  the  organized  working  class 
is  an  integral  part  of  this  fight. 

The  best  historical  model  for  success- 
ful proletarian  struggle  is  the  Bolshevik 
Party  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky  which,  in 
October  1917,  succeeded  for  the  first  and 
only  time  in  history  in  leading  the  work- 
ing class  to  political  power.  From  its 
inception.  Lenin  insisted  that  the  Bolshe- 
vik Party  act  as  a spokesman  of  all  the 
oppressed.  He  understood  that  working- 
class  opposition  to  every  manifestation 
of  oppression,  however  small,  was  the 
only  way  to  weld  the  exploited  masses 
into  a weapon  capable  of  shattering  the 
empire  of  the  tsars. 

Thus  the  communists  championed  the 
right  to  independence  of  all  the  nations 
trapped  in  the  Russian  “prison  house  of 
peoples.”They  mobilized  workers  defense 
guards  to  protect  Jewish  neighboriioods 
from  government-inspired  pogroms.  Fol- 
lowing the  revolution,  they  immediately 


abolished  discriminatory  laws  against 
Jews,  women  and  homosexuals.  Despite 
isolation  and  extremely  limited  resources, 
the  Soviet  workers  state  brought  tremen- 
dous advances  in  education,  health  care 
and  life  expectancy  to  the  indigenous 
populations  of  Russia’s  north  and  east. 

Many  of  these  gains  were  undermined 
and  eventually  reversed  following  the 
usurping  of  political  power  by  a bureau- 
cratic caste  under  J.  V,  Stalin  beginning  in 
1 924.  The  crimes  of  the  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy. which  replaced  the  liberating  and 
egalitarian  ideals  of  the  Bolshevik  Revo- 
lution with  nationalism  and  crude  chau- 
vinism. helped  pave  the  road  for  the  de- 
struction of  the  Soviet  workers  state  many 
decades  later,  in  1991-92.  a historic  de- 
feat for  the  working  class  worldwide. 

Nonetheless,  the  revolutionary  perspec- 
tive mapped  out  by  Lenin  and  Trotsky’s 
Bolsheviks  remains  the  road  to  liberation 
for  working  people  and  all  the  oppressed 
For  Native  people — the -most  oppressed 
of  all  in  Canadian  capitalist  society — it  is 
the  only  road  to  a future  free  of  barbarous 
racist  abuse  and  grinding  poverty.  Only 
an  egalitarian  society  under  workers  rule 
can  offer  the  possibility  of  voluntary  inte- 
gration, on  the  basis  of  full  equality,  for 
those  aboriginal  peoples  who  desire  it, 
and  the  lullest  possible  regional  auton- 
omy for  those  who  do  not.  ■ 
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AP 

After  train  carrying  Hindu  fundamentalists  was  criminally  torched  by  Muslims  in 
killed  hundreds  in  anti-Muslim  pogroms. 


AFP 

Indian  state  of  Gujarat  in  February  (left),  Hindu  mobs  burned  down  homes  and 


Kashmir... 

{continued  from  page  I) 
the  decades-old  antagonism  between  the 
Indian  and  Pakistani  bourgeoisies  to  fever 
pilch.  In  pursuit  of  its  "hoiy  war"  against 
Soviet  forces  in  Afghanistan  in  the  1980s, 
U.S.  imperialism  poured  tens  of  billions 
of  dollars  in  weaponry  into  the  hands  of 
the  Afghan  mujahedin  and  their  sponsors 
in  the  Pakistani  military  and  Inter  Service 
Intelligence  (ISI). 

When  Washington  declared  war  against 
“Islamic  terrorism"  last  fall,  it  renewed  its 
support  to  the  Pakistani  military  dictator- 
ship in  order  to  buy  off  these  erstwhile 
sponsors  of  the  Taliban  regime  in  Af- 
ghanistan. While  Islamabad  dutifully  dis- 
owned the  Taliban,  the  Pakistani  military 
and  security  forces  and  Islamic  funda- 
mentalist gangs  under  their  wings  esca- 
lated terror  attacks  in  the  Indian-controlled 
part  of  Kashmir.  At  the  same  lime,  U.S. 
imperialism’s  “global  war  on  terror"  pro- 
vided the  Hindu-chauvinist  government 
of  Bharatiya  Janata  Party  (BJP)  prime 
minister  Atal  Bihari  Vajpayee  with  a 
pretext  for  stepping  up  repression  in 
Kashmir  and  provocations  against  Pak- 
istan. The  missile  tests  carried  out  by 
Pakistan  last  month  were  preceded  by 
India’s  test  in  January  of  a missile  capable 
of  reaching  Pakistani  cities  with  nuclear 
warheads. 

This  potentially  catastrophic  lit  for  tat 
is  being  used  to  divert  the  massive  dis- 
content of  the  impoverished  workers  and 
oppressed  masses  away  from  their  own 
capitalist  governments.  It  is  notable  that 
one  of  the  strongest  voices  for  war  with 
Pakistan  in  the  BJP-led  government  is 
Defense  Minister  Georges  Fernandes,  a 
former  "socialist”  who  deployed  the  army 
and  navy  two  years  ago  to  break  a strike 
by  100,000  dock  workers.  What  helped 
propel  the  BJP  on  the  road  to  power  were 


the  massive  anti-Muslim  pogroms  trig- 
gered in  1992  by  the  razing  of  a mosque 
in  Ayodhya  by  mobs  led  by  the  BJP  and 
its  communalisl  paramilitary  allies.  Paki- 
stan is  a suffocating  Islamic  theocracy, 
ruled  by  naked  dictatorship  since  General 
Pervez  Musharraf  took  power  in  a mili- 
tary coup  three  years  ago. 

The  war  buildup  has  been  accompanied 
by  a chauvinist  frenzy  in  both  countries. 
Two  Christian  churches  in  Pakistan  have 
been  subjected  to  deadly  terror  attacks, 
and  there  has  been  a spate  of  murders  of 


Shi'ite  Muslims  in  that  predominantly 
Sunni  country.  In  India  in  March,  the  gov- 
ernment instigated  the  worst  communal- 
ist  violence  the  country  has  seen  in  ten 
years.  After  a train  carrying  Hindu  funda- 
mentalists returning  from  a "pilgrimage” 
to  Ayodhya  was  criminally  torched  as  it 
stopped  in  a Muslim  neighborhood  in 
the  BJP-governed  stale  of  Gujarat,  killing 
dozens  of  passengers.  Hindu  mobs  went 
on  a rampage  throughout  the  state.  They 
laid  siege  to  Muslim  enclaves,  setting  fire 


to  entire  families  and  killing  hundreds, 
while  the  police  and  army  looked  on  or 
joined  in  the  massacres. 

India  and  Pakistan  have  already  fought 
two  wars  over  Kashmir,  in  1948  and 
1965.  and  a third  war  in  1971  when  a 
struggle  for  secession  by  East  Pakistan 
(Bangladesh)  was  taken  over  by  the 
Indian  military.  The  1948  war,  fought 
when  both  armies  were  still  under  British 
generals,  resulted  in  the  de  facto  partition 
of  Kashmir  along  the  cease-fire  line,  the 
so-called  Line  of  Control.  (A  small  part 


of  eastern  Kashmir  is  held  by  China.)  But 
the  Kashmiris  in  Pakistani-controlled 
Azad  (Free)  Kashmir  are  no  more  free 
than  those  under  Indian  occupation. 
Despite  intense  oppression  under  the 
Hindu-chauvinist  New  Delhi  regime,  the 
overwhelmingly  Muslim  Kashmiri  popu- 
lation has  not  historically  sought  to  join 
the  Pakistani  theocracy. 

As  we  wrote  in  "Brutal  Crackdown  in 
Kashmir”  (WKNo.  506.  13  July  1990), 
following  the  outbreak  of  an  insurgency 
against  Indian  rule  in  1989; 

“Marxists  demand  the  immediate  with- 
drawal of  the  Indian  army  and  secu- 
nty  forces  from  the  Kashmir  valley,  and 
of  the  Pakistani  army  from  the  areas 
of  Kashmir  they  occupy.  Defense  of  the 
oppressed  and  of  the  right  of  nation- 
al self-determination  is  not  conditional 
upon  the  character  of  the  leadership;  we 
defend  the  exercise  of  the  right  to  self- 
determination.  as  long  as  the  Kashmiri 
struggle  is  not  decisively  subordinated  to 
the  intervention  of  the  Pakistani  ruling 
class  (as  was  the  Bangladeshi  struggle 
to  the  Indian  ruling  class  in  1971  with 
the  Indian  army’s  invasion).  But  short  of 
a perspective  of  proletarian  revolution 
throughout  the  whole  subcontinent  the 
prospects  for  Kashmiri  liberation  are  far 
from  rosy.  This  is  especially  so  given  its 
strategic  location  and  liisiorical  role  in 
relations  between  Pakistan  and  India." 

There  can  be  no  genuine  expression  of 
the  right  of  Kashmiri  self-determination, 
either  as  a politically  independent  state  or 
through  voluntary  union  with  Pakistan 
(or  India),  w ilhout  the  withdrawal  of  both 
occupying  armies  from  Kashmir.  Today 
the  struggle  in  Kashmir  is  manifestly  sub- 
ordinated to  the  conflict  between  India 
and  Pakistan.  And  none  but  the  most 
rabid  nationali.sts  could  presume  that  the 
fate  of  Kashmir  should  be  determined  at 
the  cost  of  a nuclear  war  taking  millions 
of  lives.  While  Bolshevik  leader  V.  1 
Lenin  strongly  supported  Poland’s  right 


to  independence  from  the  Russian  tsarist 
empire,  in  the  particular  context  of  World 
War  I he  argued:  "The  Polish  Social- 
Democrats  cannot,  at  the  moment,  raise 
the  slogan  of  Poland’s  independence,  for 
the  Poles,  as  proletarian  internationalists, 
can  do  nothing  about  it  without  stooping, 
like  the  ‘Fracy’  [social-chauvinists),  to 
humble  servitude  to  one  of  the  imperial- 
ist monarchies.” 

Both  Pakistan  and  India  are  prison 
houses  of  peoples.  Pakistan  includes  over 
a million  Hindus,  while  India  has  the 
second-largest  Muslim  population  in  the 
world — larger  than  Pakistan’s.  Pakistan’s 
claim  to  constitute  “one  nation”  of  all 
Muslims  masks  the  domination  of  the 
Punjabi  ruling  class  over  Baluchis,  Pash- 
tuns  and  other  oppressed  nationalities. 
Similarly,  India  includes  a myriad  of 
national  and  pre-national  groupings  chaf- 
ing under  the  rule  of  the  Hindu-centered 
"all-India”  bourgeoisie.  The  vile  chauvin- 
ism pushed  by  the  BJP  is  simply  a deep- 
ening of  the  communalism  promoted  for 
decades  by  the  avowedly  secular  Con- 
gress Party.  Despite  its  pretensions  of  rep- 
resenting all  caste,  religious,  national  and 
ethnic  groupings.  Congress  presided  over 
the  brutal  suppression  of  numerous  sep- 
aratist insurgencies. 

Age-old  caste  oppression  remains 
pervasive  in  India  and  has  been  inten- 
sified under  the  high-caste  BJP,  while 
women  are  the  slaves  of  slaves  through- 
out the  subcontinent.  In  Pakistan,  women 
are  subjected  to  purdah  (seclusion)  and 
jailed  or  stoned  to  death  for  adultery 
and  similar  "crimes”  under  Islamic  law 
or  murdered  in  "honor  killings”  by  their 
own  families.  India  has  seen  an  alarm- 
ing revival  of  suttee  (the  religious  prac- 
tice of  burning  widows  to  death  on  their 
husbands’  funeral  pyres)  and  dowry 
burnings — the  murder  of  young  brides  by 
husbands'  families  greedy  for  a second 
dowry. 

National  and  social  justice  for  all 
the  oppressed  of  the  Indian  subconti- 
nent requires  the  revolutionary  overthrow 
of  both  the  Indian  and  Pakistani  bour- 
geoisies. This  task  can  only  be  realized 
through  the  forging  of  Leninist-Trotskyist 
vanguard  parties  based  on  an  internation- 
alist perspective.  For  a socialist  federa- 
tion of  South  Asia! 

Fueled  by  imperialism,  the  conflicting 
nationalist  appetites  of  the  Indian  and 
Pakistani  ruling  classes  pose  the  possibil- 
ity that  millions  of  people  in  South  Asia 
could  be  incinerated  in  a nuclear  holo- 
caust. But  the  greatest  danger  to  the  con- 
tinued existence  of  humanity  lies  in  the 
vast  arsenals  held  by  the  major  capitalist 
powers,  particularly  the  U.S.  And  as  his- 
tory has  shown,  there  are  no  bounds  to  the 
scale  of  imperialist  barbarity — from  the 
U.S,  A-bombing  of  Hiroshima  and  Naga- 
saki in  1945  to  the  horrendous  massacres 
perpetrated  by  Briti.sh  imperialism  in 
colonial  India.  The  alternative  lies  in  the 
proletariat  establishing  its  own  class  rule 
around  the  globe,  seizing  state  power 
from  all  the  exploitative  ruling  classes 
and  ushering  in  an  international  social- 
ist society.  The  fate  of  humanity  lies  in 
the  timely  reforging  of  Trotsky’s  Fourth 
International  to  lead  the  struggle  for  new 
October  Revolutions  around  the  world  ■ 


Britsh  colonial 
butcher  Mountbatten 
(center)  flanked  by 
Indian  Congress 
leader  Nehru  and 
Muslim  League  head 
Jinnah.  Imperialist 
partition  of  Indian 
subcontinent  in  1947 
set  stage  for  horrific 
communalist 
slaughter. 
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Showdown  on 
We 


Union  Hiring  Hall,  Work  Rules 


OAKLAND,  June  10— With 
the  contract  between  the 
Pacific  Maritime  Association 
(PMA)  and  the  International  Longshore 
and  Warehouse  Union  (ILWU)  expiring 
on  June  30.  the  employers  are  gunning 
for  the  union  and  the  basic  gains  won  in 
hard  class  struggle  going  back  to  the 
1930s.  The  PMA,  a powerful  group  of 
shipping  carriers,  terminal  operators  and 
cargo  distributors,  aims  for  total  control 
of  the  waterfront — deciding  not  only 
who  works  but  how  they  work.  The  PMA 
is  threatening  a lockout,  and  a showdown 
is  looming.  If  West  Coast  longshoremen 
hit  the  bricks,  this  could  quickly  become 
a critical  class  battle  in  which  all  of  labor 
has  a stake  and  must  stand  shoulder  to 
shoulder  with  the  ILWU. 

The  slakes  are  high  given  the  increas- 
ing importance  of  lucrative  Pacific  Rim 
trade  funneled  through  West  Coast  ports, 
particularly  the  Los  Angeles/Long  Beach 
ports,  American  capiiali.sls  have  invested 
heavily  in  plants  in  Asia  and  Southeast 
Asia  and  are  expecting  trade  to  this 
region  to  double  within  ten  years,  taking 
advantage  of  low-wage,  super-exploited 
labor.  Transportation  costs  have  already 
been  cut  by  the  use  of  giant  container 
ships  with  non-union,  low-wage  skeleton 
crews  of  seamen  working  around  the 
clock  for  up  to  six  months  at  a time. 

The  last  wave  of  mechanization  on  the 
docks — the  replacement  of  break-bulk 
cargo  with  containerization — exponen- 
tially sped  up  the  loading  and  unloading 


of  cargo,  simultaneously  increasing  the 
rales  of  injuries  and  accidents.  Now  the 
employers  want  to  break  the  bottlenecks 
associated  with  moving  cargo  into  and 
out  of  the  ports,  by  introducing  new 
technology  that  will  further  decimate 
longshore  jobs,  and  by  targeting  union 
work  rules,  full  manning  scales  and  strict 
provisions  for  working  conditions  that 
slow  down  the  transfer  of  cargo.  In  its 
frontal  assault  on  the  ILWU.  the  PMA 
has  declared  its  intent  to  eliminate  the 
union  hiring  hall,  which  was  one  of  the 
central  gains  of  the  tumultuous  class  bat- 
tles that  created  the  ILWU  in  the  1930s. 

The  current  recession  and  the  resulting 
decrease  in  trade  have  further  intensified 
the  cutthroat  competition  between  the 
U.S.  capitalists  and  their  chief  imperialist 
rivals,  Japan  and  Germany.  The  recession 
also  creates  a propitious  climate  for  going 
after  the  workers  weakened  by  growing 
unemployment.  According  to  the  San 
Francisco  Chronicle  (16  April).  “Last 
year  was  the  first  year  since  1975  when 
both  ‘container  cargo  and  hours  paid  (to 
port  workers)  fell  below  the  totals  for  the 
previous  year.’  said  Joseph  Miniace. 
president  of  the  Pacific  Maritime  Associ- 
ation.” With  U.S.  demand  for  Asian 
exports  down.  Oakland-based  APL  Ltd. 
was  forced  to  lower  its  freight  rates  by  9 
percent,  and  its  parent  company.  Singa- 
pore's NOL  Group,  lost  $57  million. 


As  we  warned  immediately  after  the 
September  1 1 attack  on  the  World  Trade 
Center  and  Pentagon,  the  "war  on  terror.” 
which  is  currently  directed  chiefly  at 
immigrants,  will  also  be  used  by  the  U.S. 
ruling  class  to  try  to  prevent  labor  strug- 
gle. The  capitalists  aim  to  drive  up  sag- 
ging profits  by  squeezing  more  out  of 
fewer  workers  for  less.  Armed  with  the 
stepped-up  repression  coming  out  of  the 
right-wing  Bush  administration — in  part- 
nership with  the  Democrats  in  Con- 
gress— the  capitalists  hope  to  use  the  cli- 
mate of  “national  unity”  as  a club  against 
labor.  First  the  Senate  and  now,  early  this 
month,  the  House  have  passed  versions 
of  the  Maritime  Security  Act,  which  in 
mandating  background  checks  of  all  port 
workers  would  allow  the  capitalists  to 
weed  out  union  militants  and  undermine 
the  power  of  the  union  as  a whole. 

Other  maritime  industry  groups  like 
the  International  Mass  Retail  Association 
have  announced  their  support  for  the 
PMA’s  demands  against  the  ILWU.  “We 
are  telling  PMA  to  stand  tough."  said 
Robin  Lanier,  executive  director  of  the 
West  Coast  Waterfront  Coalition,  which 
represents  major  importers  and  exporters. 
“In  the  past  we  said.  ‘Avoid  a strike  at  any 
cost.’  This  time,  we’re  saying  ‘We  don’t 
want  a strike  but  we  don’t  want  to  avoid 
one  at  any  cost’”  {Los  Angeles  Times,  5 
May).  This  cabal  of  maritime  capitalists 


Oakland, 
February  1998: 
Longshoremen 
and  other 
unionists  protest 
PMA  lawsuit 
against  ILWU  for 
refusing  to 
handle  scab 
cargo  in 
solidarity  with 
Liverpool 
dockers. 


has  put  together  a $200  mil- 
lion line  of  credit  to  back  up 
their  threat  of  a coasivvide 
lockout  if  the  ILWU  doesn’t  knuckle 
under  or  if  it  organizes  any  slowdowns 
during  negotiations. 

While  the  shipping  and  transportation 
companies  have  concentrated  in  huge  car- 
tels that  carve  up  the  shipping  lanes,  ports 
worldwide  have  modernized  and  shipping 
has  been  concentrated  in  fewer  and  fewer 
large  container  ports.  Even  before  the 
current  recession,  shipping  bosses  and 
capitalist  governments  targeted  unionized 
dock  workers — from  Britain  to  the  Phil- 
ippines, Australia  and  Japan — in  an  inter- 
national anti-union  offensive. 

In  1998,  one  of  the  largest  Australian 
stevedoring  outfits,  working  in  league 
with  the  Australian  government,  con- 
ducted a military-type  operation  against 
the  Maritime  Union  of  Australia  (MUA). 
Hundreds  of  black-uniformed  security 
guards  with  attack  dogs  swarmed  over 
the  docks,  expelling  2,000  MUA  mem- 
bers and  replacing  them  with  scabs.  In 
the  end.  after  being  betrayed  by  the 
union  bureaucracy  and  the  Australian 
Labor  Party,  the  workforce  was  sla.shed 
to  800  workers  (see  “War  on  the  Water- 
front— Smash  Bosses’  Union-Busting 
Offensive  in  Australia!”  WV  No.  689.  24 
April  1 998). 

But  the  very  concentration  and  central- 
ization of  shipping  has  also  given  dock 
workers  enormous  potential  power  We 
saw  a taste  of  that  power  recently  in 
Charleston,  South  Carolina  when  crane 
operators  won  the  reinstatement  of  sus- 
pended workers  by  walking  off  the  job  for 
two  days  (see  “ILA  Crane  Operators 
Defeat  Anti-Union  Assault,”  IWNo,  782. 

3 1 May). 

The  West  Coast  ports  handle  over  50 
percent  of  all  waterborne  imports  to  the 
U.S..  representing  7 percent  of  the  U.S. 
Gross  Domestic  Product,  These  ports 
support  four  million  jobs  in  the  U.S. 
and  handle  $309  billion  in  container 
cargo  per  year.  As  a director  of  the  Inter- 
national Mass  Retail  Association  said: 
"Work  stoppages  in  a just-in-time-delivery 
environment  can  be  devastating."  While 
the  shipping  bosses  are  pushing 
provoke  a confrontation  with  the  union, 
other  sections  of  the  bourgeoisie  recog- 
nize that  this  could  be  very  costly. 

continued  on 
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Defend  the  Palestinians! 


U.S./lsrael  Axis  of 


As  Israeli  troops  and  tanks  imposed 
direct  military  rule  over  seven  of  the  eight 
West  Bank  cities  nominally  controlled  by 
Yasir  Arafat's  Palestinian  Authority  (PA), 
George  W.  Bush  took  to  the  airwaves  on 
June  24  to  give  his  blessings  to  the  Zion- 
ist reoccupation.  Echoing  Israeli  prime 
minister  Ariel  Sharon.  Bush  arrogantly 
demanded  Arafat's  ouster — through  "free” 
elections,  no  less.  An  Israeli  govern- 
ment spokesman  gloated,  "Tonight,  the 
) ' president  announced  the  official  political 
Y i death  of  Yasir  Arafat.”  Five  days  later. 

• Sharon’s  troops  reduced  the  PA  building 
- in  Hebron  to  rubble,  his  way  of  announc- 
^ ing  the  official  death  of  any  semblance  of 
Palestinian  "autonomy”  in  the  Occupied 
Territories. 

The  U.S. -sponsored  Oslo  "peace” 
^ accords  that  gave  birth  to  the  Palestin- 
ian Authority  in  1993  had  in  any  case 
already  been  buried  under  Israeli  tank 
’ treads  in  April.  Taking  their  green  light 
from  Washington’s  “war  against  Islamic 
terror.”  the  Israeli  rulers  launched  the 
biggest  and  bloodiest  military  action 
in  the  Occupied  Territories  since  their 
seizure  in  1967.  Hundreds  were  killed, 
entire  neighborhoods  razed,  the  Jenin 
refugee  camp  devastated.  The  Zionists 
destroyed  the  infrastructure  not  only  of 
the  Palestinian  administration  but  of 
much  of  Palestinian  society  as  a whole — 
roads,  medical  facilities,  sewage  sys- 
tems. even  the  curriculum  records  of  the 
Department  of  Education. 

It  is  U.S.  imperialism  that  provides  the 
jets  and  helicopter  gunships  used  to  bomb 
and  strafe  Palestinian  communities.  It  is 
Washington's  determination  to  invade 
Iraq,  and  to  gain  the  backing  of  the  other 
Arab  bourgeois  states  for  such  a war.  that 
drives  its  determination  to  get  the  “Pales- 
tinian problem”  out  of  the  way  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  arrogant  American  imperi- 


Reuters photos 


Israeli  forces  reoccupy  West  Bank  city  of  Hebron,  destroying  Palestinian 
Authority  offices  and  rounding  up  residents. 


alists  believe  they  can  dictate  who  should 
govern  the  Palestinians,  the  Iraqis  and 
any  other  nation  Washington  thinks  it  can 
strong-arm.  Less  than  two  weeks  after 
Bush  endorsed  Sharon’s  reoccupation  of 
the  West  Bank,  the  U.S.  government 


"leaked”  yet  another  report  of  how  it 
plans  to  carry  out  an  invasion  of  Iraq  to 
overthrow  Saddam  Hussein,  which  could 
mean  the  slaughter  of  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  Iraqi.s. 

It  is  urgently  necessary  for  the  working 


Terror 


class,  in  the  U.S.  and  internationally,  to 
take  up  the  defense  of  the  Palestinian 
people  through  demonstrations,  protest 
strikes  and  other  class-struggle  actions. 
Defend  the  Palestinian  people!  U.S. 
hands  off  Iraq — Down  with  the  embargo! 
All  U.S./UN  troops  out  of  the  Near  East! 
Down  with  U.S.  aid  to  the  Zionist  state! 
Down  with  the  U.S.ilsrael  axis  of  terror! 

The  Ghettoization  of  the 
Occupied  Territories 

The  1993  “peace”  deal  arranged  by 
Washington  was  hailed  by  Arafat  and  by 
liberal  and  leftist  cheerleaders  for  Arab 
nationalism  as  a harbinger  of  Palestinian 
statehood.  But  as  Palestinian  scholar 
Edward  Said  put  it,  the  Oslo  accords  “in 
effect  simply  licensed  Arafat  and  his  peo- 
ple to  run  bits  of  the  West  Bank  and  Gaza 
for  the  Israelis”  (London  Independent.  20 
June).  The  PA  security  forces,  which  have 
now  been  decimated  by  Sharon’s  storm- 
troopers.  were  originally  set  up  by  Israel 
and  the  CIA  to  police  the  Palestinian  peo- 
ple. Now  the  Israeli  rulers  and  their  impe- 
rialist quartermasters  in  Washington  have 
decided  to  dispense  with  Arafat’s  serv- 
ices. and  the  Palestinian  masses  are  pay- 
ing in  blood. 

The  condition  of  the  Palestinian  people 
is  today  more  perilous  than  at  any  time 
since  the  1948  Zionist  expulsion,  which 
has  become  known  as  At  Naqba.  "The 
Catastrophe."  The  current  reoccupation  of 
Palestinian  cities  takes  place  under  con- 
ditions far  more  hellish  than  those  before 
1993.  Palestinian  children  are  being 
blown  away  outside  their  homes  by  tank 
shells,  Arafat  is  again  confined  to  his 
Ramallah  headquarters,  the  Palestinian 
populace  as  a whole  Is  subjected  to  house 
imprisonment  through  24-hour  curfews. 

Every  West  Bank  town  or  village  of  any 
continued  on  page  6 


Defend  the  Separation  of  Church  and  State! 


Hysteria  over  “Pledge 
of  Allegiance”  Decision 


The  June  26  decision  by  the  Ninth 
Circuit  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  banning 
the  use  of  the  Pledge  ot  Allegiance  in 
the  public  schools  under  its  purview 
because  the  words  “under  God"  violated 
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the  constitutionally  mandated  separa- 
tion of  church  and  state  was.  legally 
speaking,  a no-brainer.  Congress  had 
added  those  two  little  words  to  the 
pledge  in  1954  at  the  height  of  the  Cold 
War.  The  specific  purpose  of  the  inser- 
tion was  to  distinguish  god-fearing 
Americans  from  the  atheist  “barbarians” 
in  the  Soviet  Union,  a clear  call  for 
religious  belief  as  a defining  character- 
istic of  "Americanism.” 

Case  closed?  Well,  not  quite.  Not 
since  the  anthrax  letters  have  the  halls 


of  Congress  emptied  so  quickly,  as  the 
400-odd  representatives,  supposedly 
outraged  by  the  decision,  raced  to 
pledge  their  allegiance  “under  God”  on 
the  Capitol  steps.  Many  of  these  had 
been  more  covertly  betrothed  to  Enron 
until  it  went  belly-up.  Democratic  Sen- 
ate majority  leader  Tom  Daschle  piously 
Intoned.  "We  have  been  drawn  together 
in  the  face  of  tremendous  tragedy  in  the 
last  nine  months  and  in  part  that  healing 
process  has  come  by  our  belief  in  a 
supreme  being."  It  is  safe  to  assume  that 


Allah  was  not  the  “supreme  being”  he 
had  in  mind. 

In  fact,  the  forced  recitation  of  the 
pledge  was  declared  unconstitutional 
shortly  after  Congress  officially  recog- 
nized it  in  1942.  In  1943  the  Supreme 
Court  ruled  that  mandating  its  recitation 
(then  absent  the  two  little  words)  was  in 
violation  of  the  First  Amendment  to  the 
Constitution.  This  ruling,  made  by  a 
court  that  saw  no  obstacle  to  holding 
Japanese  American  citizens  in  concen- 
tration camps  during  the  course  of  the 
war.  was  le.ss  than  popular  in  the  climate 
of  frenzied  patriotism  that  accompanied 
WWII.  That  decision  notwithstanding, 
the  pledge  has  since  been  a daily  ritual 
forced  on  most  all  American  school- 
children.  In  response  to  the  reactionary 
hysteria,  the  Ninth  Circuit  judge  who 
wrote  the  June  26  decision  ordered  it 
stayed  pending  appeal. 

The  uproar  over  the  court's  decision 
recalls  the  furor  in  1963  when  atheist 
activist  Madalyn  Murry  O’Hair  won 
a Supreme  Court  decision  outlawing 
continued  on  page  9 


Imperialist-Backed  South  Korean  Provocation 


Defend  North  Korea! 


All  U.S.  Troops 
Out  of  Korea ! 


The  June  29  clash  between  South 
Korean  and  North  Korean  naval  forces  is 
the  latest  in  a series  of  escalating  military 
provocations  by  South  Korea  and  its  U.S. 
imperialist  paymasters  against  the  North. 
South  Korean  sources  claim  that  up  to  30 
North  Korean  sailors  were  killed  and 
some  70  wounded,  One  South  Korean 
patrol  boat  sank  in  the  fighting,  with  four 
sailors  killed  and  19  wounded.  This  mili- 
tary confrontation  comes  in  the  context  of 
George  W.  Bush’s  January  State  of  the 
Union  address,  where  he  ranted  that  the 
North  Korean  deformed  workers  state, 
along  with  the  mutually  hostile  Near 
Eastern  capitalist  states  of  Iran  and  Iraq, 
formed  an  "axis  of  evil.”  To  the  power- 
crazed  U.S.  imperialists,  this  means  once 
again  asserting  their  “right”  to  overthrow 


the  rulers  and  attack  the  masses  of  any 
state  where  they  think  they  can  get  away 
with  it.  Making  the  U.S.  rulers’  bloody 
plans  explicit  was  a subsequent  Pentagon 
announcement  listing  these  countries  and 
four  others,  including  the  Chinese  and 
Cuban  deformed  workers  states,  as  poten- 
tial targets  of  an  American  nuclear  first 
strike. 

Following  June  29,  U.S.  spokesmen 
immediately  denounced  North  Korea  for 
carrying  out  an  “armed  provocation”  and 
railed  that  its  “incursion”  across  a pur- 
ported .sea  border  violated  the  Armistice 
Agreement  that  ended  the  1950-53 
Korean  War.  In  fact,  as  North  Korean 
spokesmen  pointed  out,  this  “border"  was 
unilaterally  imposed  by  the  U.S.  and 
never  included  in  the  agreement.  The 
Pyongyang  regime  declared  that  its  ships 
had  been  engaged  in  routine  coastal  guard 
duty  and  rightly  protested  the  attack  as  a 
“grave  provocation."  The  fighting  look 
place  in  rich  fishing  waters  off  Korea’s 
west  coast  during  the  height  of  the  crab 
season,  when  boats  from  both  North  and 
South  Korea  routinely  cross  the  bogus 


"border”  in  search  of  catches.  In  June 
1999,  the  South  Korean  navy  rammed 
North  Korean  fishing  boats,  touching  off 
a battle  that  cost  the  lives  of  as  many  as 
80  North  Korean  sailors. 

South  Korean  spokesmen  justify  the 
sinking  of  the  North  Korean  ships  on  the 
grounds  that  they  were  fired  upon  first. 
From  the  standpoint  of  the  proletariat, 
whoever  fired  first  is  irrelevant.  We  stand 
for  the  unconditional  military  defense  of 
the  North  Korean  deformed  workers 
state  against  the  South  Korean  capitalist 
state  and  its  imperialist  backers!  Capital- 
ist rule  was  overthrown  in  the  northern 
half  of  the  Korean  peninsula  following 
liberation  from  35  years  of  Japanese 
colonialism  at  the  end  of  World  War  II, 
as  the  power  of  the  local  capitalists  and 
landowners  was  broken  under  the  Soviet 
military  presence  and  the  newly  installed 
regime  of  Kim  II  Sung.  In  a failed 
attempt  to  reverse  that  social  revolution 
and  the  1949  Chinese  Revolution,  U.S. 
imperialism  devastated  the  peninsula  in 
the  Korean  War.  killing  more  than  three 
million  people  and  obliterating  whole 
cities,  including  Pyongyang.  Despite  the 
rule  of  a nationalist  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy. the  overthrow  of  capitalism  in  the 
North  was  a historic  defeat  for  imperial- 
ism and  a victory  for  the  working  people 
of  Asia  and  the  world. 

For  the  past  five  decades.  North  Korea 
has  been  subjected  to  military  encir- 
clement. The  U.S.  has  also  maintained 
an  economic  embargo  aimed  at  starving 
the  country  into  submission.  Particularly 
since  the  counterrevolutionary  destruc- 
tion of  the  Soviet  Union  in  1991-92. 
which  had  been  North  Korea’s  principal 
trading  partner  and  major  economic  life- 
line. conditions  in  the  country  have  vastly 
deteriorated,  leading  to  widespread  star- 
vation in  recent  years.  In  the  aftermath  of 
the  June  29  provocation.  Japan  has  can- 
celed its  program  of  food  aid  to  North 
Korea,  and  the  South  Korean  regime  is 
considering  the  same.  Illustrating  how  the 
imperialists  wield  such  programs  as  tools 
of  economic  blackmail,  the  Far  Eastern 
Economic  Review  (6  June)  noted  that  “for 
the  first  time  since  1995.  when  famine 
first  struck  North  Korea,  food  is  running 
out  as  donors  tire  of  Pyongyang’s  unwill- 
ingness to  make  changes  to  its  centrally 
planned  economy.”  Down  with  the  impe- 
rialist embargo! 

In  a murderous  show  of  increasing 
imperialist  belligerence,  last  December 
Japanese  warships  sank  a purported 
North  Korean  "spy  ship”  in  Chinese 


waters,  killing  up  to  15  people.  Tokyo 
fully  backs  South  Korea’s  latest  provoca- 
tion and  has  joined  the  U.S.  in  stepping 
up  surveillance  of  Korean  waters.  The 
American  military  command  and  its 
South  Korean  underlings  are  also  dis- 
cussing revising  the  “rules  of  engage- 
ment" that  supposedly  prevent  South 
Korean  forces  from  firing  unless  they 
are  attacked.  A South  Korean  Defen.se 
Ministry  spokesman  explained  that  the 
goal  was  to  “streamline  the  process  of 
firing  at  the  enemy,”  i.e.,  to  give  Seoul 
carte  blanche  in  carrying  out  military 
aggression. 

The  nuclear-armed  imperialists  in 
Washington  and  the  South  Korean  capi- 
talist rulers  who  are  dependent  on  the 
U.S.  have  put  the  Korean  peninsula  a big 
step  closer  to  a devastating  war.  as  mili- 
tary forces  North  and  South  have  been 
placed  on  high  alert.  The  U.S.  maintains 
37,000  troops  in  South  Korea — aimed 
not  only  against  North  Korea  but  the 
Chine.se  deformed  workers  slate  as  well. 
This  huge  military  presence  also  acts  as  a 
forward  base  for  maintaining  U.S.  impe- 
rialist hegemony  in  the  Pacific,  including 
against  its  Japanese  imperialist  rivals. 
Under  former  president  Clinton,  the  U.S. 
had  already  begun  a shift  of  its  military 
power  to  the  Pacific  region.  Now,  as  part 
of  Bush’s  "war  on  terror,"  U.S.  imperial- 
ism has  sent  troops  to  the  Philippines 
and  established  new  bases  in  Central 
Asia,  forming  a military  arc  around 
China.  All  U.S.  troops  out  of  Korea!  U.S. 
out  of  Central  and  Southeast  Asia! 

The  U.S.  troops  in  Korea  would  also  be 
deployed  to  drown  in  blood  any  challenge 
to  capitalist  rule  by  the  militant  South 
Korean  proletariat,  just  as  they  were  used 
to  suppress  one  peasant  uprising  after 
another  in  the  years  before  the  Korean 
War  and  later  insurgencies  against  the 
U.S.-backed  military  dictatorship.  It  was 
the  massive  class  battles  of  the  1980s. 
in  defiance  both  of  police-state  repression 
and  the  regime's  CIA-financed  “unions.” 
that  led  to  the  forging  of  independent 
trade  unions  and  an  end  to  open  militar>- 
rule.  South  Korean  workers  have  con- 
tinued to  wage  fierce  struggles  against 
imperialist-dictated  austerity  and  in  de- 
fense of  independent  unions  against 
the  current  "democratic”  government,  a 
thinly  disguised  police  stale.  Most 
recently,  on  June  27  over  1.000  trade 
unionists  rallied  in  Seoul  to  demand  free- 
dom for  imprisoned  union  leaders,  lead- 
ing to  the  release  of  the  president  and  vice 
president  of  the  Daewoo  auto  workers 
union. 

Packed  with  unreconstructed  Cold 
Warriors,  the  Bush  administration  made 
clear  from  the  beginning  its  intention  to 
step  up  imperialist  pressures  against  the 
continued  on  page  14 


Defend  the  Separation  of 
Church  and  State! 

In  this  climate  of  religious  reaction,  it  is 
vital  for  the  workers  movement  to  defend  the 
strict  separation  of  church  and  state.  This 
point  stressed  by  American  Trotsky- 
ist leader  James  P.  Cannon  in  an  earlier 
period  of  reaction,  when  U.S.  imperialism 
used  religion  as  a battering  ram  against 
"godless  communism  " during  its  Cold  War 
against  the  USSR. 

We  Marxists  are  by  definition  alien  and  hostile  to  each  and  every  form  of  religious 
superstition.  We  believe  with  Marx  that  religion  is  the  opium  of  the  people;  and  we  are 
not  Marxists,  not  genuine  socialists,  if  we  do  not  say  so  openly,  regardless  of  whether 
our  opinion  is  popular  or  not.  Our  business  is  not  to  save  souls  for  another  world,  but 
to  tell  the  truth  about  this  one.... 

The  First  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  is  our  amendment;  and  we  must  defend  it 
tooth  and  nail  against  all  aggressions,  whether  secular  or  religious.  It  seems  to  me  not 
accidental  at  all  that  the  authors  of  the  Amendment  linked  freedom  of  worship  with  free 
speech  and  tree  press  in  the  same  sentence.  Thereby  they  clearly  indicated  that  religion 
is  to  be  considered  a matter  of  opinion,  in  which  each  individual  is  free  to  choose,  and 
by  no  means  a revelation  binding  upon  everybody.  Moreover,  "freedom  of  worship” 
implies  also  freedom  of  non-worship.  That's  the  freedom  I am  exercising  and  I would 
surely  hate  to  lose  it. 

Under  this  interpretation  of  the  First  Amendment,  free  thinkers  and  atheists,  heath- 
ens and  public  sinners,  who  are  very  numerous  in  this  country,  have  had  a chance  to 
breathe  and  .spread  enlightenment  without  fear  of  the  dungeon  and  the  rack.  The  First 
Amendment  has  been  a protecting  shield  for  the  Children  of  Light  and  has  enabled  them 
to  make  their  great  contributions  to  literature,  art  and  science.  A breach  in  this  provi- 
sion of  the  Constitution,  leading  to  its  eventual  repeal,  would  be  an  unspeakable  calam- 
ity aiding  and  strengthening  the  forces  of  reaction  and  obscurantism  here  and  all  over 
the  world. 


LENIN 


TROTSKY 


— James  P.  Cannon,  "Church  and  State.”  Militant.  19  November  1951, 
reprinted  in  Notebook  of  an  Agitator  ( 1 958) 
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Sea  border  unilaterally  imposed  by 
U.S.  imperialism  in  1953  after  end  of  Korean  War. 


CHINA 


Federation  of  American  Scientists 
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Victory  to  Private 
Lines  Bus  Strike! 


Above:  Striking  Queens  bus  drivers  rally  at  NYC  City  Hall,  July  1.  Below: 
Picket  line  outside  Triboro  Coach  bus  company. 

Arellano/El  Oiano-La  Prensa 


Queens,  NY 


JULY  7 — Alter  working  without  a con- 
tract lor  over  1 8 months,  transit  workers 
at  three  Queens  bus  companies  went  on 
strike  June  1 7 in  a battle  to  preserve  their 
health  care  benefits.  This  is  the  third 
strike  this  year  for  over  1. 500  bus  driv- 
ers. mechanics  and  cleaners  at  Queens 
Surface  Corporation.  Jamaica  Buses 
Inc.  and  Triboro  Coach  Corporation. 
Together,  they  transport  1 1 5.000  people 
to  work  and  school  each  day.  The  strik- 
ers are  organized  by  Transport  Workers 
Union  (TWU)  Local  lOO  along  with  the 
bus  and  subway  workers  at  the  Metropol- 
itan Transportation  Authority  (MTA).  yet 
they  receive  lower  wages  and  benefits  for 
doing  the  same  work.  However,  unlike 
MTA  workers,  the  private  lines  workers 
arc  not  subject  to  the  state  Taylor  Law. 
which  outlaws  strikes  by  public  employ- 
ees. This  law  was  brought  down  with  a 
vengeance  to  prevent  a strike  by  subway 
and  bus  workers  when  their  contract 
expired  in  December  1 999. 

The  strike  began  when  Mayor  Michael 
Bloomberg,  reneging  on  a deal  made  in 
March,  provocatively  threatened  to  cut 
funding  for  health  benefits.  In  fact, 
health  care  benefits  are  on  the  line  for 
the  entire  membership  of  Local  lOO 
since  the  MTA  is  also  threatening  to 
bankrupt  its  employees’  health  insurance 
fund,  having  already  withheld  some  $20 
million  from  the  Health  Benefit  Trust. 
The  Queens  private  lines  strike  is  a pre- 
cursor to  what  could  be  a much  larger 
showdown  in  December,  when  the  city 
transit  contract  expires.  A powerful  dis- 
play of  the  union's  muscle  in  this  strike 
would  galvanize  transit  w'orkers  for  the 
struggle  to  come  later  this  year.  TWU 
Local  lOO  should  fight  for  full  health 
care  coverage  for  all  union  members  and 
their  families.  With  health  benefits 
increasingly  under  attack  by  employers 
across  the  country — and  at  least  42  mil- 
lion people  with  no  health  coverage  at 
all — the  labor  movement  must  take  the 
lead  in  fighting  for  free,  quality  health 
care  for  all! 

Claiming  that  the  city  has  no  respon- 
sibility for  the  private  bus  lines,  the 
mayor  told  the  union  and  stranded 
Queens  residents  to  take  a hike.  But  the 
private  bus  companies  are  as  much  a part 
of  the  public  transit  system  as  the  MTA 
subways  and  buses.  They  are  contracted 
by  the  city,  which  owns  the  buses  and 
most  facilities,  and  are  subsidized  to  the 
tune  of  over  $160  million  per  year.  All 
union  contracts  with  the  private  lines 
must  be  approved  by  City  Hall, 

Indeed,  the  city  is  fully  involved  in  run- 
ning a strikebreaking  operation.  Mayor 
Bloomberg  declared  a “stale  of  emer- 
gency” a full  week  before  the  strike 
began.  Under  the  city's  "Private  Lines 
Contingency  Plan” — prepared  long  in 
advance  of  the  strike — hundreds  of  "dol- 
lar vans”  and  countless  livery  cabs  driven 
by  unorganized,  largely  immigrant  work- 
ers have  been  authorized  to  cruise  the 
42  struck  bus  routes.  The  vans  sport  plac- 
ards reading  "Transit  Strike  2002  Author- 
ized Vehicle  Permit”  and  some  are  even 
equipped  with  armed  NYPD  escorts. 

TWU  Local  100  must  mobilize  its 
membership  in  roving  pickets  to  stop  the 
scab  vans.  Instead  of  allowing  the  racist 
bosses  to  pit  non-union  van  drivers 
against  unionized  bus  workers,  the  TWU 
should  organize  the  predominantly  Carib- 
bean and  African  van  drivers  into  the 
union.  Central  to  such  an  organizing  drive 
is  the  fight  against  anti-immigrant  racism 
and  for  full  citizenship  rights  for  all  immi- 
grants. This  is  all  the  more  critical  now  in 
the  face  of  the  anti-immigrant  witchhunt 
carried  out  by  the  ruling  class,  which  is  a 
deadly  threat  to  the  labor  movement  as  a 
whole.  But  the  Local  100  leadcr.ship  pro- 
motes the  bosses’  "national  unity"  cam- 
paign. which  fuels  the  anti-immigrant 
repression.  The  TWU  tops  used  a mass 


transit  workers  rally  for  health  benefits  in 
April  to  promote  red-white-and-blue 
patriotism  as  they  kicked  things  off  by 
singing  the  national  anthem.  From  the 
beginning  transit  union  leaders  have 
pledged  their  allegiance  to  the  bosses’ 
"war  on  terror,”  competing  with  the  com- 
pany in  handing  out  T-shirts,  hats  and 
buttons  emblazoned  with  the  American 
flag.  Organize  the  unorganized  to  fight 
together  along  class  lines  against  our 
common  enemy,  the  racist  ruling  class! 

Within  TWU  Local  100.  private  lines 
workers  are  isolated  from  the  bulk  and 
power  of  the  36.0(K)-strong  membership, 
the  majority  of  whom  work  for  the  MTA 
under  a separate  contract,  Moreover,  tran- 
sit workers  arc  currently  fragmented  into 
several  different  unions — TWU  Local 
100  as  well  as  four  Amalgamated  Transit 
Union  (ATU)  locals  covering  private  lines 
workers  in  Queens  and  Staten  Island. 
Looming  in  the  background  is  Mayor 
Bloomberg’s  proposal  for  the  MTA  to 
take  over  the  private  bus  lines  and  create 
a “Regional  Bus  Company.”  amalgamat- 
ing all  NYC  bus  operations.  Transit  work- 
ers have  told  WV  salesmen  that  they  fear 
this  proposal  would  lead  to  job  cuts  and 
would  split  their  union  into  separate  bus 
and  subway  bargaining  units  that  could 
be  pitied  against  one  another  in  the  event 
of  a strike.  Transit  workers  must  not 
allow  the  bosses  to  undermine  the  power 


of  the  union.  What’s  needed  is  to  unify  all 
NYC  transit  workers,  including  the  "dol- 
lar van”  drivers,  into  a single,  industrial 
union  with  the  same  contract.  The  union 


must  fight  for  parity  in  wages  and  bene- 
fits at  the  highest  prevailing  standard  for 
all  transit  workers,  with  no  job  cuts.  And 
a union-led  fight  for  free,  quality  mass 
transit  would  win  wide  support  from  the 
city’s  working  people  and  poor. 

In  the  Local  100  newspaper  TWU 
Express  (3 1 December  2000).  union  pres- 
ident Roger  Toussaint  promised  work- 
ers, “We  will  mobilize  the  rest  of  our 
Local  in  support  of  Private  Lines  mem- 
bers.” Indeed,  the  thousands  of  workers 
who  have  regularly  come  out  for  rallies  in 
defense  of  the  union  would  readily  join  in 
a show  of  strength  on  the  picket  lines.  But 
they  have  not  been  mobilized  to  do  so  by 
the  union  leadership.  Above  all.  Toussaint 
& Co.  fear  any  mobilization  of  the  work- 
force that  could  get  out  of  their  control 
and  upset  their  cozy  relationship  with 
Democratic  Party  politicians. 

Toussaint  and  his  now-defunct  New 
Directions  coalition  rode  into  office  in 
20(K)  posturing  as  a militant  alternative  to 
the  discredited  “old  guard”  bureaucracy. 
But  from  the  moment  Toussaint  took 
office  he  made  clear  his  intention  to  use 
the  TWU  as  the  base  for  a "political 
machine’’  for  the  Democratic  Parly.  Union 
officials  have  hosted  a parade  of  Demo- 
cratic Party  politicians,  fike  Hillary  Clin- 
ton. at  union  rallies  and  meetings.  On 
June  30,  Democratic  Senator  Charles 
Schumer  came  out  to  a picket  line  at  Tri- 
boro Coach.  Such  phony  "solidarity  with 
labor”  is  a standard  gambit  of  the  Demo- 
crats, who  with  the  avid  assistance  of  the 
labor  bureaucrats  seek  to  direct  any  labor 
militancy  into  the  shell-game  of  electoral 
politics.  Transit  workers  should  remem- 
ber that  every  one  of  these  "friends  of 
labor”  support  the  union-busting  Taylor 
Law  and  backed  the  court  injunction  that 
threatened  massive  fines  and  imprison- 
ment against  the  union  membership  if 
they  went  out  on  strike  during  the  Decem- 
ber 1999  contract  showdown.  And  Tous- 
saint’s  New  Directions  joined  in  enforcing 
the  government’s  anti-strike  measures, 
even  forbidding  workers  from  uttering  the 
word  “strike”  at  a rally  organized  by  New 
Directions.  Defend  the  right  to  strike! 
Smash  the  Taylor  Law! 

It  is  necessary  to  fight  for  the  com- 
plete and  unconditional  independence  of 
the  trade  unions  from  the  bosses,  their 
state  and  their  political  parlies.  A class- 
struggle  leadership  of  the  unions  must  be 
forged  based  on  the  understanding  that 
the  interests  of  capital  and  labor  are  irrec- 
oncilably counterposed.  The  forging  of 
such  a leadership  is  integrally  linked  to 
the  fight  to  build  a workers  party  commit- 
ted to  the  fight  for  a workers  government 
which  will  rip  transport  and  industry  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  greedy  capitalists  and 
pul  it  at  the  service  of  the  working  people 
and  oppressed.  Victory  to  the  private  lines 
bus  strike!  ■ 
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statement  by  the  International  Communist  League 


Capitalist  Europe’s  War 

on  Immigrants 
Is  a War  on  All  Workers 


Workers  of  the  World  Unite! 


Kruse/OPA 


Above:  Demonstration  by  asylum-seekers  in  Berlin,  May  17.  Below:  North 
African  workers  in  Seville,  Spain  stage  sit-in  demanding  work  permits. 


AP 


The  following  statement  vva5  issued  on 
July  2. 

One  day  after  a powerful  general 
strike  paralysed  Spain  on  20  June. 
Europe’s  capitali.st  rulers  met  in  Seville 
to  ratchet  up  the  war  against  immigrants 
as  the  spearhead  of  an  attack  against 
the  proletariat  as  a whole.  The  competi- 
tion between  the  dominant  nations  of 
the  European  Union  (EU)  for  economic 
advantage  in  the  midst  of  a recession 
meant  the  summit  fell  short  of  its  staled 
goal  of  establishing  supranational  police- 
state  measures,  such  as  joint  border 
patrols  on  land  and  sea,  but  all  that 
and  more  is  promised  by  the  guardians 
of  Fortress  Europe.  In  the  meantime, 
each  capitalist  ruling  class  is  trying  to 
outdo  the  next  in  raising  the  bar  to  immi- 
gration and  enhancing  police-stale  meas- 
ures against  immigrants  with  the  aim 
of  regimenting  the  entire  population, 
driving  down  wages  and  slashing  so- 
cial gains  which  were  wrested  through 
decades  of  class  struggle. 

The  Seville  EU  summit  seized  on  the 
recent  electoral  gains  by  fascists  like  Le 
Pen  and  the  British  National  Party  (BNP) 
to  pander  to  their  anti-immigrant  dema- 
gogy. Anti-immigrant  racism  is  a time- 
worn method  to  divide  the  proletariat  and 
deflect  class  struggle,  but  fundamentally 
the  anti-immigrant  campaign  is  driven 
not  by  "bad  ideas”  but  by  the  workings  of 
the  capitalist  economy  and  is  enforced 
by  bourgeois  politicians  from  the  left  and 
the  right.  Large  numbers  of  immigrants 
were  brought  into  West  Europe  when 
their  labour  was  needed,  due  in  part  to  the 
low  birthrate;  now  that  Europe  is  in  reces- 
sion. the  bourgeoisie  does  not  need  more 
immigrants  as  a supply  of  cheap  labour 
or  even  as  a "reserve  army  of  labour.” 
It  would  be  an  embellishment  of  bour- 
geois democracy  to  believe  that  it  would 
require  fascism  to  have  mass  deportations 
of  immigrants.  Such  in  fact  happened 
during  the  1930s  Great  Depression  in 
France,  when  the  number  of  foreign  w’ork- 
ers  was  reduced  by  half  a million  through 
mass  expulsions.  And  these  workers  were 
mainly  European  and  Roman  Catholic, 
much  easier  to  assimilate  than  the  forcibly 
segregated  North  Africans  and  black 
Africans.  In  the  same  period,  there  were 
mass  deportations  of  Mexican  immi- 
grants from  the  United  Stales. 

A decade  ago  the  Soviet  Union  was 
destroyed  through  capitalist  counterrevo- 
lution. This  monumental  defeat  for  the 
international  proletariat  and  the  ensu- 
ing bourgeois  triumphalism  and  lie  that 
"communism  is  dead”  has  thrown  back 
the  consciousness  of  the  proletariat  and 
the  youth  who  misidentify  the  Stalin- 
ist sellouts  with  communism.  Capitalist 
rule  in  Europe  is  not  challenged  by  a 
revolutionary-minded  and  insurrection- 
ary proletariat  today,  and  correspondingly 


the  working  class  and  the  dark-skinned 
minorities  and  immigrant  populations 
in  Europe  are  repressed  mainly  through 
the  "normal"  workings  of  the  whole  cap- 
italist system,  from  the  cops  in  the  ghet- 
tos to  the  capitalist  courts,  and  the  pris- 
ons which  are  vastly  disproportionately 
filled  with  minorities  and  immigrants. 
In  this  context,  parties  that  are  by  history, 


outlook  and  intent  fascist,  from  Haider's 
Freedom  Party  (FPO)  to  Le  Pen’s 
National  Front,  have  mainly  advanced  as 
electoral  phenomena  and  pressure  groups 
on  more  mainstream  bourgeois  parlies. 

The  "normal”  ebbs  and  flows  of  the 
world  capitalist  economy,  which  produce 
such  vast  human  misery,  cannot  be  elim- 
inated short  of  the  replacement  of  capital- 


ism through  proletarian  socialist  revolu- 
tion. Those,  like  the  social-democratic 
leaders  and  their  “left"  tails,  who  accept 
the  capitalist  framework  necessarily  be- 
come complicil  in  implementing  and  even 
spearheading  anti-immigrant  racism.  The 
machinery  of  slate  repression  has  been 
augmented  since  September  1 1.  but  most 
of  the  anti-immigrant  and  anti-"leiTorisf' 
laws  and  policies  were  enacted  years 
earlier  by  the  “left”  governments.  The 
now-ousted  French  Socialist  Party,  which 
ruled  France  in  a popular-front  coali- 
tion with  the  Communist  Parly  and  the 
Greens,  burns  with  anger  that  the  new 
right-wing  government  claims  credit  for 
the  racist  “security”  campaign  which  was 
in  fact  ma.slerminded  by  the  “left”!  In 
order  to  rule  on  behalf  of  capital,  the 
historic  parlies  of  the  French  working 
class,  the  Communists  and  the  Socialists 
and  their  analogues  in  the  trade-union 
bureaucracies,  poison  class  conscious- 
ness and  solidarity  among  the  workers  by 
fomenting  religious,  national  and  ethnic 
divisions.  Thus  the  popular-front  govern- 
ment paved  the  way  for  Le  Pen’s  big 
score  in  the  recent  French  presidential 
elections  and  the  election  of  a more  right- 
wing  government. 

The  so-called  "far  left”  bears  large 
responsibility  too.  Groups  like  the 
United  Secretariat’s  Ligue  Communisie 
Revolutionnaire  (LCR)  began  the  recent 
popular-front  years  with  a vote  for  Jos- 
pin...and  ended  with  a call  to  "bar  the 
road  to  Le  Pen” — i.e.,  vote  Chirac!  This 
is  such  a low.  even  for  the  LCR.  which 
has  long  had  the  posture  and  backbone 
of  a snake,  that  they  feel  compelled  to 
publicly  molt  rather  than  defend  their 
crime.  The  LCR  were  aggressive  and 
energetic  activists  who  channeled  the 
massive  youth  demonstrations  which 
shook  France  with  justified  outrage  at 
the  racism  of  Le  Pen’s  National  Front 
into  reactionary  "Republican  unity"  with 
Chirac.  Similarly  in  Britain,  the  Socialist 
Workers  Party  directed  opposition  to 
the  BNP  fascists  into  a call  to  vote  for 
"anyone  else" — i.e.,  even  bourgeois  par- 
ties. but  especially  Blair’s  Labour  Party. 
Each  falsely  proclaimed  that  there  was  an 
imminent  danger  of  fascism,  the  better 
to  corral  support  for  Labour  and  even 
Chirac.  Moreover,  in  situations  where 
fascist  gangs  do  pose  an  immediate 
threat,  they  cannot  be  slopped  through 
parliamentarisi  means  but  only  by  mo- 
bilising the  proletariat  to  crush  them. 

Defend  Immigrants, 

Defend  the  Working  Class! 

In  Italy,  the  new  arsenal  of  repression 
includes  roundups  of  immigrants  for  fin- 
gerprinting. as  if  being  non-European 
makes  one  “criminal.”  With  the  Vatican 
railing  against  marriages  between  Chris- 
tians and  Muslims,  the  Italian  police 


Full  Citizenship  Rights  for  Ail  Immigrants! 

Stop  the  Deportations! 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Spartakist 


Auto  workers  man  picket  line  in  Berlin  last  May.  Ethnic  Germans  joined  with 
workers  of  Kurdish  and  Turkish  descent  in  strike  by  IG  Metall  union. 


launched  "Opcralion  Just  Married*’  to 
snoop  into  mixed  murriages.  Residency 
permits  will  be  limited  to  the  duration  of 
a work  contract,  so  that  sea.sona!  agricul- 
tural workers  will  become  “illcgar’  the 
moment  a crop  has  been  harvested,  and 
Italian  employers  will  be  compelled  to 
pay  the  state  in  advance  for  the  deporta- 
tion of  any  immigrant  who  overstays  the 
work  contract!  This  is  not  even  particu- 
larly rational  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
bourgeoisie,  which  needs  a source  of 
cheap  agricultural  labour.  In  a bald  state- 
ment of  the  concerns  of  the  ruling  class, 
the  Italian  capitalist  consortium  nego- 
tiated exemptions  from  the  government’s 
absurdly  stringent  immigration  quotas 
for  three  professions:  nurses,  maids. ..and 
soccer  players! 

The  right  of  asylum  is  under  intensified 
attack  everywhere;  Blair’s  Britain  prom- 
ises immediate  deportations  without  right 
of  appeal  for  rejected  asylum-seekers, 
while  Denmark  claims  the  right  to  revoke 
asylum  for  refugees  when  the  new  right- 
wing  government  decides  that  any  given 
country  an  immigrant  fled  has  become 
sufficiently  “democratic.” 

Instilling  racial  hatred  at  an  early  age 
to  inculcate  patriotism  and  loyalty  to  the 
crown,  rotting  Britain  threatens  to  forc- 
ibly segregate  the  children  of  asylum- 
seekers  from  other  schoolchildren.  In 
Germany,  our  comrades  of  the  Spartakist 
Workers  Party  have  been  actively  pro- 
testing against  the  computer-aided  racist 
roundups  of  students.  In  this  reactionary 
climate,  immigrant  workers  and  foreign 
students  face  not  only  persecution  at  the 


hands  of  the  capitalist  state  but  also 
stepped-up  racist  violence  on  the  streets. 
As  our  Irish  comrades  noted  following 
the  murder  of  a Chinese  student,  “Funda- 
mental responsibility  for  Zhao’s  brutal 
murder  lies  with  the  Irish  capitalist  state 
whose  anti-immigrant  policies  give  a 
green  light  to  race  terrorists.” 

Everywhere,  families  are  being  ripped 
apart  through  restrictions  on  “family 
reunion."  Women  suffer  the  brunt  of  this. 
If  they  manage  to  join  their  husbands 
in  Europe,  they  are  often  legally  deprived 
of  the  right  to  work  and  so  are  forced 
into  dangerous  and  low-wage  black- 
market  jobs.  In  France,  apace  with  anti- 
immigrant  laws,  a veritable  “marriage 
market”  has  spread  like  cancer  in  immi- 
grant communities  where  an  arranged 
marriage  with  a young  woman  possessing 
citizenship  is  now  the  last  best  hope  of 
escaping  poverty  and  political  repression 
elsewhere.  The  slamming  shut  of  doors 
to  immigration  and  the  segregation  of 
oppressed  communities  tend  to  increase 
and  help  perpetuate  arranged  marriages, 
kidnappings,  female  genital  mutilation, 
wife-beatings  and  “honour  killings,”  all 
of  which  are  on  the  rise  in  Europe.  These 
facts  show  that  even  a minimal  demo- 
cratic demand,  like  full  citizenship  rights 
for  everyone  who  has  managed  to  make  it 
to  a European  country.  Is  literally  a ques- 
tion of  life  or  death,  especially  for  women. 

The  squalid  war  between  Blair’s  Brit- 
ain and  Chirac’s  France  to  close  the  San- 
gatte Red  Cross  refugee  camp  exposes 
the  hoax  of  the  “free  world”  and  the  direct 
link  between  capitalist  counterrevolution 
in  the  Soviet  Union  and  across  East 
Europe  and  the  rise  of  economic  misery. 


imperialist  war  and  political  repression. 
Sangatte  is  filled  with  refugees  from  the 
bloody  wars  waged  by  U.S.  Imperialism 
and  its  NATO  allies.  Murderous  national- 
ism. whipped  up  as  the  vehicle  of  cap- 
italist counterrevolution  to  destroy  the 
bureaucratically  deformed  workers  states 
of  East  Europe,  uprooted  minority  popu- 
lations including  the  Roma  and  Sinti 
(Gypsies)  in  an  orgy  of  "ethnic  cleans- 
ing” a decade  ago.  Another  flood  of  refu- 
gees was  triggered  by  the  U.S. /NATO 
ravaging  of  what  was  left  of  the  former 
Yugoslavia  in  the  1999  Balkans  War. 
Today  the  Sangatte  camp  is  filled  with 
Iraqis  fleeing  ten  years  of  the  starvation 
blockade  imposed  by  the  United  Nations. 

Thousands  of  Afghans  fled  the  hell 
created  by  U.S.  imperialism’s  support 
to  the  women-hating  mujahedin.  When 
Soviet  forces  entered  Afghanistan  in 
1979  after  repeated  requests  by  the  left- 
nationalist  PDPA  government,  we  of  the 
ICL  straightforwardly  said.  “Hail  Red 
Army  in  Afghanistan!  Extend  social  gains 
of  the  October  Revolution  to  the  Afghan 
peoples!"  Gorbachev’s  treacherous  with- 
drawal in  1988-89  culminated  in  the  vic- 
tory of  the  Islamic  fundamentalists  and 
eventually  the  rule  of  the  Taliban — truly 
a Frankenstein’s  monster  created  by  the 
U.S.  imperialists  with  the  help  of  their 
Pakistani  allies.  Now  the  terror  bombing 
of  Afghanistan  by  Bush,  Blair  and  Co.  in 
the  name  of  the  “war  on  terror"  has  cre- 
ated new  thousands  of  refugees. 

Borrowing  from  Le  Pen’s  campaign 
promise  to  close  the  Sangatte  camp  and 
deport  the  refugees.  Chirac  has  announced 


plans  to  close  the  camp  and  in  the  mean- 
time plans  to  build  an  enormous  fence 
around  the  rail  yard  and  install  high-tech 
scanners  to  detect  heartbeats  in  the 
tunnel.  Not  to  be  outdone,  Tony  Blair  is 
mobilising  the  navy  to  turn  back  (read: 
fire  on  and  sink)  ships  of  refugees,  and 
plans  to  cage  asylum-seekers  in  militar- 
ised detention  camps,  and  to  bleach  Eng- 
land through  airlift  deportations  of  dark- 
skinned  immigrants  and  blatant  racial 
exclusion  of  people  trying  to  get  into 
the  country  from  airports  elsewhere  in 
Europe. 

Meanwhile,  anyone  who  does  make  it 
into  Britain  will  be  compelled  to  carry  a 
national  identity  card.  These  police-state 
measures  are  intended  to  regiment  and 
accustom  the  entire  population  to  restric- 
tions on  democratic  rights,  to  accept 


police  identity  checks  as  “normal.”  to 
chill  free  speech  and  impede  politically 
organising  against  the  government  and 
the  ruling  class.  To  this  end.  the  whole 
spectrum  of  capitalist  politicians  from 
left  to  right  is  whipping  up  hysteria  over 
immigrants  as  an  alleged  “enemy  within.” 
The  model  for  police-state  control  of 
Arab.  African.  Turkish  and  Asian  popu- 
lations in  West  Europe  is  the  French 
state’s  “Viglpirate.”The  large  population 
of  North  African  descent,  particularly  the 
youth,  are  systematically  brutalised  by 
the  French  police,  subjected  to  identity 
checks  even  in  the  hallways  of  their 
own  apartment  buildings,  and  treated  us 
a "criminal"  and  “surplus”  population. 
Changes  in  the  French  nationality  code, 
whereby  children  born  in  France  of  immi- 
grant parents  no  longer  automatically 
gain  French  cilizen.ship,  prepare  the 
ground  for  possible  mass  deportation. 
Peel  back  the  "liberte.  egalitejraternite" 
facade  and  you’ll  find  a history  of  mass 
deportations  whenever  politically  or  eco- 
nomically advantageous  to  France’s  cap- 
italist rulers,  from  the  Polish  and  Italian 
immigrants  deported  en  masse  between 
the  two  World  Wars  to  the  Jews  stripped 
of  French  citizenship  and  deported  to 
Nazi  death  camps  under  Vichy. 

Capitalism  needs  a bogey  man.  Since 
the  demise  of  the  Soviet  Union,  the  “red 
menace”  has  been  largely  replaced  with 
orchestrated  hy.steria  against  the  “green 
menace”  of  Islamic  fundamentalism.  This 
has  reached  fever  pitch  since  September 
1 1 and  a new  word.  "Islamophobia,”  has 
entered  the  lexicon  to  “explain”  racist 
assaults  on  women  in  veils,  men  in  tur- 
bans, and  anyone  suspected  of  being  of 
Arab  origin.  The  restrictions  on  civil  lib- 
erties and  the  patriotic  fervor  have  also 
been  used  to  criminalise  political  dissent 
and  outlaw  parties  and  national  liberation 
movements,  from  the  Kurdish  PKK  and 
the  Palestinian  PFLP  to  the  Turkish  Gue- 
varist  DHKC  and  the  Basque  Batasuna 
organisation  in  Spain.  Meanwhile,  the 
biggest  stale  terrorists  rain  bombs  on  Iraq 
and  threaten  invasion,  continue  to  pound 
Afghanistan,  and  arm  the  Zionist  state 
of  Israel  in  its  war  against  the  Palestin- 
ian people.  Now  the  leader  of  the  “free 
world”  has  the  gall  to  tell  the  Palestin- 
ian people  who  they  can  and  can’t  elect 
to  represent  them  in  the  Occupied  Terri- 
tories and  “homeland"  overrun  by  Zion- 


ist stormtroopers.  Israel  out  of  the  Occu- 
pied Territories!  Defend  the  Palestinian 
people! 

Racial  Oppression  Is  Intrinsic 
to  Capitalism 

The  “maximum  programme”  of  social- 
democratic  reformism  and  the  so-called 
“left”  groups  who  function  as  its  apolo- 
gists is  to  restore  the  “welfare  state”  and 
paint  a “human  face”  on  capitalist  auster- 
ity. Contrary  to  the  myths  of  reformists 
such  as  Lutte  Ouvricre,  who  campaign  to 
“ban  layoffs”  and  demand  that  the  cops 
fight  "real  crime”  instead  of  bashing 
immigrants,  the  truth  is  that  under  capi- 
talism the  rich  get  richer,  the  poor  get 
poorer,  and  racial  oppression  is  intrinsic 
to  the  workings  of  the  whole  rotten 
domestic  and  world  system.  Whether  the 
government  is  dominated  by  social  demo- 
crats or  ultrarightists.  the  laws  of  capital- 
ism work  the  same:  the  harder  you  work, 
the  more  wealth  you  produce  for  others, 
and  the  more  precarious  your  existence 
becomes  as  you  are  at  risk  of  being  laid 
off.  According  to  its  economic  needs, 
capitalism  brings  into  the  proletariat  at 
its  bottom  new  sources  of  cheaper  labour, 
principally  immigrants  from  poorer  coun- 
tries who  are  deemed  disposable  in 
times  of  economic  contraction.  As  Karl 
Marx  wrote  in  Capital  (Volume  I):  “The 
degree  of  inten.sity  of  the  competition 
among  themselves  (the  workers)  depends 
wholly  on  the  pressure  of  the  relative  sur- 
plus population;  as  soon  as.  by  Trades' 
Unions.  &c.,  they  try  to  organise  a regu- 
lar co-operation  between  employed  and 
unemployed  in  order  to  destroy  or  to 
weaken  the  ruinous  effects  of  this  natural 
law  of  capitalistic  production  on  their 
class,  so  soon  capital  and  its  sycophant, 
political  economy,  cry  out  at  the  infringe- 
ment of  the  ’eternal’  and  so  to  say 
‘sacred’  law  of  supply  and  demand.  Every 
combination  of  employed  and  unem- 
ployed disturbs  the  ‘harmonious’  action 
of  this  law.” 

That  is  why  we  in  the  ICL  fight  for  the 
unity  and  integrity  of  the  working  class 
against  chauvinism  and  racism.  The 
struggle  in  defence  of  immigrant  labour 
today  Is  a vital  task  for  the  working  class 
as  a whole.  We  fight  for;  Full  citizenship 
rights  for  all  immigrants!  No  deporta- 
tions! Free  the  detainees!  Organise  the 
continued  on  page  12 


Declaration  of  Principles  and  Some  Elements  of  Program 

International  Communist  League  (Fourth  internationalist) 

Adopted  in  1998  at  the  Third  International  Conference  of  the  ICL,  the 
Id's  Declaration  of  Principles  is  a concrete  expression  of  our  purpose: 
to  build  national  sections  of  a democratic-centralist  international  which  can 
lead  the  struggle  for  worldwide  socialist  revolution. 

The  Declaration  of  Principles  has  now  been  published  in  13  languages 
including  its  publication  in  Spartacist. 
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U.S./lsrael... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

significance  is  surrounded  by  military 
checkpoints,  cement  blocks,  barbed  wire 
or  trenches — separating  families,  keeping 
children  from  school  and  their  fathers 
from  jobs  and  leaving  the  ill  and  elderly 
to  die  for  lack  of  medical  care.  The  ten- 
mile  journey  from  Ramallah  to  Jerusalem 
is  now  a two-hour  trek  requiring  three  sep- 
arate taxi  rides  The  Ga/a  Strip,  roughly 
the  size  of  the  island  of  Manhattan,  is  par- 
titioned by  checkpoints  into  two  or  three 
parts.  But  the  ultra-chauvinist  “settlers" 
W'ho  serve  as  advance  guards  and  armed 
auxiliaries  of  the  Zionist  occupation  can 
zip  wherever  they  like  in  minutes  on  forti- 
fied “bypass  roads’*  barred  to  Palestinians. 

The  number  of  settlers  has  doubled 
since  the  1993  Oslo  accords.  The  year 
after  the  accords  were  signed.  Brooklyn- 
born  Hebron  settler  Baruch  Goldstein 
massacred  some  30  men.  women  and 
children  who  were  praying  in  a Mus- 
lim holy  site.  The  Israeli  authorities 
responded  by  punishing  the  Arab  popula- 
tion. shutting  down  all  the  shops  in  the 
Arab  wholesale  market  in  the  city.  Now 
the  market  area  has  been  taken  over  by 
armed  gangs  of  settlers!  Today.  Hebron's 
120.000  Arab  residents  are  effectively 
under  lock  and  key  in  order  to  “protect” 
some  500  Zionist  settlers,  and  even  the 
muezzin's  traditional  calls  to  prayer  have 
been  banned  because  they  “disturb  the 
peace.” 

As  documented  by  the  Israeli  human 
rights  organization  B’Tselem  in  “Land 
Grab:  Israel’s  Settlement  Policy  in  the 
West  Bank,"  the  .settlers  now  control  42 
percent  of  the  West  Bank,  while  another 
20  percent  is  “state  land'’  barred  to  Pales- 
tinians and  a further  20  percent  is  under 
military  control.  It  is  not  only  land  that 
has  been  grabbed.  The  West  Bank  sup- 
plied more  than  half  of  Israel’s  water,  and 
Israelis  get  five  times  more  water  per  per- 


Now Israel  ha.s  begun  building  a ghetto 
wall  around  the  West  Bank.  This  is  the 
“unilateral  separation"  that  the  Zionist 
"peace  camp,"  represented  by  the  likes  of 
Meretz  spokesman  Yossi  Sarid.  has  clam- 
ored for.  Meanwhile.  Sarid’s  former 
allies  of  the  bourgeois  "Labor”  Party  are 
serving  in  the  front  ranks  of  Sharon’s 
coalition  government,  with  self-styled 
"dove”  Shimon  Peres  as  foreign  minister 
and  Benjamin  Ben  Elie/.er  as  head  of  the 
military. 

The  barrier  under  construction  has 
much  in  common  with  the  U.S.  govern- 
ment’s enclosure  of  the  remnants  of  the 
Native  American  population  into  deso- 
late, impoverished  reservations.  Over  the 
past  four  years,  the  number  of  Palestin- 
ians living  below  the  official  poverty  line 
has  climbed  from  fewer  than  one  in  four 
to  nearly  two  out  of  three.  The  new  wall 
will  only  deepen  the  humiliation  and 
immiseralion  of  the  Palestinian  people. 
Down  with  the  apartheid  system  of  block- 
ades, checkpoints  and  Jewish-only  high- 
ways! A ll  Israeli  troops  and  settlers  out  of 
all  of  the  Occupied  Territories  now! 

For  Arab/Hebrew 
Workers  Revolution! 

Capturing  the  cynicism  of  Bush’s 
promise  that  the  Palestinians  will  eventu- 
ally be  rewarded  with  some  vague  form 
of  statehood  if  they  “reform."  journalist 
Jonathan  Freedland  observed  in  the  Lon- 
don Guardian  (26  June):  "George  Bush 
is  demanding  that  Palestine  become 
Sweden  before  it  can  become  Palestine: 
it  must  be  stable,  prosperous  and  boast 
constitutional  arrangements  which  still 
elude  Britain — our  judiciary  and  legisla- 
ture are  not  separate — let  alone  the  Arab 
world  before  it  can  become  even  a state- 
in-waiting.’’ 

But  the  right-wing  Sharon  government 
balks  at  even  the  notion  of  a Palestinian 
stale.  As  Sharon  has  made  amply  evident, 
the  Zionist  state  is  not  simply  a pawn  of 
U.S.  imperialism.  Israel  is  a sovereign 


Ghetto  wall 
around  West 
Bank  under 
construction 
near  Palestinian 
town  of  Qalqilya. 


son  than  Palestinians.  “This  means  set- 
tlers get  their  swimming  pools  topped  up 
while  Palestinian  villages  a few  miles 
away  run  out  of  drinking  water."  ex- 
plained Jessica  McCallin  in  a 21  May 
article  in  Palestine  Monitor  titled  ‘‘Mak- 
ing the  Blooms  Desert." 


power,  as  defined  by  the  only  real  index 
of  sovereignty  in  today’s  world — posses- 
sion of  a nuclear  arsenal.  While  the  Zion- 
ist stale  supports  American  policies  that 
do  not  conflict  with  vital  Israeli  interests, 
as  a nuclear  power  it  is  a player  interna- 
tionally in  its  own  right. 
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Bush’s  "drop  dead"  to  Arafat  is  the  end 
result  of  more  than  two  decades  of  grov- 
eling appeals  by  the  petty-bourgeois 
nationalist  Palestine  Liberation  Organiza- 
tion to  U.S.  imperialism — either  directly 
or  through  the  agencies  of  the  United 
Nations  or  the  Arab  bourgeois  regimes — 
to  grant  “liberation”  to  the  Palestinian 
people.  To  that  end,  the  Palestinian 
national  movement  was  literally  dis- 
armed, paving  the  way  for  repeated 
bloodbaihs,  like  Sharon’s  slaughter  of 
more  than  2.000  refugees  in  the  Sabra 
and  Shaiila  camps  in  Lebanon  in  1982. 
Yet  even  now.  Arafat  and  the  Arab  bour- 
geois leaders  can  do  nothing  other  than 
lick  the  boots  of  the  American  imperial- 
ists. Inanely  denying  that  Bush  called  for 
his  head.  Arafat  praised  the  June  24  tirade 
as  “a  serious  effort  to  push  the  peace  pro- 
cess forward.” 

But  in  the  Palestinian  ghettos  and  on 
the  streets  of  Arab  capitals.  Bush's  latest 
pronouncement  provoked  outrage.  A 24- 
year-old  Egyptian  woman  doing  graduate 
study  in  political  science  told  the  New 
York  Times  (27  June):  “This  statement 
fuels  the  hatred  in  the  hearts  of  all  the 
Arabs  not  only  towards  the  Americans, 
but  towards  the  Arab  leaders  as  well.  It 
was  shocking  to  find  all  the  Arab  leaders 
including  Arafat  welcoming  the  speech 
of  disgrace." 

Thai  haired  must  be  channeled  into  the 
fight  to  forge  revolutionary  international- 
ist parlies  of  the  proletariat  committed  to 
the  class  unity  ot  all  the  working  people 
of  the  region— Arab.  Hebrew,  Persian  and 
Kurd:  Sunni  and  Shi’ite.  etc.  If  it  is  not, 
it  will  only  bolster  the  already  formid- 
able forces  of  Islamic  reaction — from  the 
Muslim  Brotherhood  and  the  Islamic 
Group  in  Egypt  to  Hamas  and  Islamic 
Jihad  in  Palestine — who  posture  as  oppo- 
nents of  Zionism  and  imperialism  but  are 
in  fact  deadly  enemies  of  all  working  peo- 
ple and  especially  women. 

The  growth  of  Hamas  has  had  a sharp 
impact  on  the  lives  of  Palestinian  women, 
historically  among  the  most  cosmopolitan 
and  educated  in  the  Near  East.  This  is  fur- 
ther exacerbated  by  the  effective  closing 
of  the  schools  as  a result  of  the  Israeli 
blitzkrieg,  forcing  many  young  women  in 
particular  out  of  higher  education  and 
back  into  traditional  roles  as  mothers  and 
housekeepers. 

As  Freedland's  article  on  Bush's  speech 


concluded.  "The  only  people  celebrating 
yesterday  were  the  Islamist  extremists  of 
Hamas  and  Jihad."  Indeed,  every  new 
provocation,  every  murderous  outrage 
perpetrated  against  the  Palestinians  in  the 
name  of  fighting  "terrorism”  only  adds  to 
the  ranks  of  those  desperate  enough  to 
strap  explosives  around  their  waists.  But 
Palestinian  suicide  bombings  against 
Israeli  civilians  serve  only  to  drive  the 
Hebrew-speaking  proletariat  further  into 
the  arms  of  the  Israeli  ruling  class  and  to 
deepen  the  murderous  chauvinism  that 
permeates  Israeli  .society. 

Attacks  on  troops  and  settlers  are  at 
least  directed  against  the  enforcers  of  the 
oppressive  Zionist  occupation.  But  many 
of  the  recent  suicide  bombings — both 
by  Islamists  and  secular  nationalists  like 
the  A1  Aksa  Brigade — are  simply  crimi- 
nal from  the  standpoint  of  the  working 
class,  aimed  at  killing  people  in  shop- 
ping malls  or  night  clubs  just  becau.se 
they  live  in  Israel,  whether  they  are  Jew- 
ish or  Arab.  The  intense  nationalism  and 
anti-Semitism  that  drives  such  indiscrim- 
inate terror  mirror  the  far  more  deadly 
anti-Arab  chauvinism  of  the  Zionist 
slate.  Embracing  the  racist  calculus  of 
the  Nazi  "master  race"  against  the  Jew- 
ish people,  one  Israeli  parliamentarian 
ranted  recently,  "For  every  Jew  who  is 
buried  as  a result  of  an  attack,  we  must 
make  sure  1,000  Palestinians  are  killed.” 

The  Zionist  state  must  and  can  only  be 
destroyed  from  within  through  a socialist 
revolution  uniting  the  Palestinian  Arab 
and  Hebrew-speaking  workers  around 
their  common  class  interests  against  the 
Zionist  rulers.  To  struggle  for  its  own 
emancipation  from  capitalist  exploitation, 
the  Hebrew  working  class  must  be  won  to 
the  defense  of  the  national  rights  of  the 
Palestinians. 

If  the  working  masses  of  the  Near  East 
arc  not  broken  from  Zionism.  Arab 
nationalism  and  all  forms  of  religious 
fundamentalism,  there  will  be  no  future 
for  any  of  the  peoples  of  the  region.  The 
struggle  for  emancipation  and  equality  for 
people  of  ail  national,  ethnic  and  relig- 
ious backgrounds — including  the  right  to 
self-determination  for  both  the  Palestin- 
ian and  Hebrew  nations — can  only  be 
realized  through  workers  revolution.s  that 
sweep  away  the  bourgeois  order  through- 
out the  region.  Fora  socialist  federation 
of  the  Near  East!  m 
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There's  Nothing  Wrong 
with  a Little  Bump  N'  Grind 


The  storm  clouds  of  bourgeois  state 
repression  that  have  been  looming  for  the 
last  three  years  over  popular  black  R&B 
singer  R.  Kelly  finally  broke.  On  June  5. 
the  Cook  County  grand  jury  slammed 
Kelly  with  21  counts  of  child  pornogra- 
phy stemming  from  his  alleged  partici- 
pation in  and  production  of  a “porno- 
graphic" videotape.  The  tape  in  question 
depicts  a consensual  sexual  encounter 
between  a man  presumed  to  be  Kelly  and 
a young  black  woman  who  is  allegedly  14 
years  old.  Despite  his  agreement  to  sur- 
render to  authorities.  Kelly  was  dragged 
from  his  Florida  home  in  handcuffs 
and  hit  with  an  outrageous  $750,000 
bond.  Upon  arrival  in  Chicago,  he  was 
met  by  Chicago  cops  and  was  made  to 
post  another  $750,000  bond.  If  convicted. 
Kelly  could  be  sentenced  to  15  years  in 
prison  and  fined  $100,000. 

After  years  of  hounding  Kelly  and 
snooping  into  his  private  affairs,  it  is  tes- 
timony to  the  flimsy  case  the  state  has 
against  him  that  all  they  can  come  up  with 
are  charges  based  on  the  infamous  video- 
tape. which  by  all  accounts  has  made  the 
best  sellers  list  on  the  streets.  Stemming 
from  Illinois  child  pornography  laws  that 
prohibit  the  videotaping  of  intercourse, 
oral  sex,  urination,  masturbation,  exhibi- 
tion. fondling  and  other  sexual  contact. 
Kelly  is- currently  facing  seven  counts  of 
soliciting  or  enticing  a minor  to  “engage 
in  illicit  acts"  and  seven  counts  each 
of  directing  and  producing  a “porno- 
graphic” videotape.  Beware:  the  state  is 
now  poised  to  prosecute  anyone  in  pos- 
session of  the  tape  as  well. 

Significantly,  the  woman  in  question 
in  the  R.  Kelly  videotape  is  denying  her 
involvement  and  is  refusing  to  cooperate 
with  the  authorities  in  Kelly’s  prosecu- 
tion. Further,  Kelly  denies  that  he  was  the 
man  on  the  tape.  The  state’s  case  may 
very  well  hang  on  whether  or  not  they  can 
get  this  woman  to  finger  Kelly.  This  omi- 
nously harks  back  to  the  case  of  black 
‘then-Illinois  Congressman  Mel  Reynolds 
in  1995,  who  was  witchhunted  and  thrown 
into  jail  largely  based  on  the  coerced  tes- 
timony of  his  alleged  underage  partner. 
She.  too.  refused  to  cooperate  until  she 
was  locked  up  for  1 3 nights  and  suddenly 
changed  her  mind.  Clearly,  this  is  what  the 
Slate  has  in  mind  as  it  guns  for  Kelly.  The 
Illinois  Department  of  Children  and  Fam- 
ily Services  (DCFS)  also  is  targeting  the 
parents  of  Kelly’s  alleged  partner  for  pre- 
sumably allowing  their  daughter  to  have 
sex  with  Kelly  when  she  was  14. 

We  are  opposed  to  the  intrusion  of  the 
government  into  private  life  and  demand 
an  end  to  all  laws  against  consensual 
"crimes  without  victims,"  such  as  drug 
use.  prostitution  or.  in  this  case,  pornog- 
raphy. As  well,  we  are  opposed  to  reac- 
tionary “age  of  consent"  laws,  which  uni- 
formly deem  all  those  under  an  arbitrary 
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age  incapable  of  consenting  to  sexual 
activity.  The  slate  has  no  business  legis- 
lating people’s  consensual  sexual  activity, 
however  "kinky"  it  is  deemed  to  be.  Even 
if  Kelly  committed  the  acts  of  which  he  is 
accused,  they  are  no  crimes.  Drop  the 
charges  against  R.  Kelly!  Government  out 
of  the  bedroom! 

As  for  "underage  sex."  how  old  is  old 
enough?  The  bottom  line  here  is  effective 
consent.  Sexual  relations  should  be  based 
on  mutual  agreement  and  understanding. 
Determining  effective  consent  requires 
an  assessment  of  the  particular  relation- 
ship. especially  when  young  people  are 
involved  with  older  ones;  but  such  rela- 
tionships are  not  prima  fade  evidence  of 
abuse  or  coercion.  For  tens  of  thousands 
of  years,  the  onset  of  puberty  signaled 
entry  into  adulthood.  Sex  among  the 
young  (often  with  the  not  so  young)  was 
the  norm.  We  note  with  bitter  irony  that  in 
this  country  teenagers  are  deemed  incom- 


violent  crime)  and  sex  are  on  oppo.site 
ends  of  the  same  spectrum. 

Meanwhile,  many  blacks  in  Chicago 
(“Segregation  City”)  have  expressed  a 
degree  of  sympathy  for  Kelly,  under- 
standing the  campaign  as  yet  another 
attempt  to  bring  down  a successful,  rich 
black  man  who  has  made  it  in  racist 
America.  Yet  many  people  with  whom  we 
have  spoken  continue  to  buy  into  bourgeois 
morality,  including  the  reactionary  “age 
of  consent”  premise.  Ever  ready  to  alibi 
the  great  American  “democracy."  Rev. 
Jesse  Jackson  Sr.  and  black  intellectual 
(and  Baptist  minister)  Michael  Eric  Dyson, 
equally  convinced  of  his  guilt,  have  taken 
the  line  of  "Let  the  verdict  hang  Kelly.” 
In  other  words,  have  the  trial  before  the 
lynching,  duly  constituted  by  the  forces 
determined  to  railroad  Kelly  into  prison. 

Sex  in  America  is  always  a charged 
issue,  especially  when  it  falls  outside  of 
the  narrow  accepted  confines  of  one  man 


Defend  R.  Kelly! 


petenl  to  choose  their  sexual  partners, 
yet  fully  competent  to  stand  trial  as  adults 
and  face  the  death  penally. 

Intergenerational  relationships  arc 
almost  as  American  as  apple  pie.  The 
"King"  himself  started  dating  Priscilla 
Beaulieu  (soon  to  be  Presley)  when  she 
was  only  14.  But  what  really  drove  the 
bigots  crazy  about  Elvis  was  that  white 
kids  loved  it  when  he  shook  his  hips  and 
belted  out  songs  that  drew  heavily  from 
black  music.  Screaming  against  “obscen- 
ity." while  Southern  racists  saw  rock 
music  as  representing  “race  mixing"  and 
godless  Communism.  Today,  the  puritan- 
ical witchhunters  are  out  to  get  R.  Kelly, 
whose  sexually  explicit  lyrics  evoke  the 
explosive  mix  of  race  and  sex  in  racist 
capitalist  America.  In  a nasty  "expose" 
(9  June),  the  Chicago  Sun-Times  branded 
Kelly  a "sexual  super  freak"  and  “tor- 
mented individual"  who  can  “barely  read 
or  do  basic  math."  a description  that  con- 
jures up  the  racist  stereotype  of  the  uned- 
ucated black  man  as  sexual  predator. 

One  can  only  imagine  the  level  of  hys- 
teria that  would  ensue  had  Kelly’s  alleged 
partners  been  while — the  ultimate  sexual 
taboo  in  America,  where  the  ruling  class 
at  every  opportunity  manipulates  sexual 
fear  in  the  service  of  racial  oppression. 
Protecting  “Southern  white  womanhood" 
historically  was  a major  bloody  rallying 
cry  for  the  monstrous  lynching  of  black 
males  by  while  racist  mobs,  as  exempli- 
fied by  the  hideous  mutilation  and  mur- 
der of  Emmett  Till,  a 14-year-old  black 
youth,  for  "reckless  eyeballing"  of  a while 
man's  wife  in  1955  Mississippi. 

Taking  her  publisher’s  cue,  black  Sun- 
Times  columnist  Mary  Mitchell  has  been 
leading  the  charge  to  siring  up  Kelly, 
pressuring  young  women  involved  with 
him  to  come  forward  and  press  charges. 
In  a particularly  vile  column  of  9 June, 
she  obscenely  compares  Kelly’.s  case  to  a 
string  of  recent  murders  of  young  women 
at  the  hands  of  truly  demented  individu- 
als. Her  assumption  that  sex  led  to  these 
hideous  murders  is  simply  a spin  on  the 
anti-porn  feminists’  assertion  that  rape  (a 


on  lop  of  one  woman  for  life.  Sexual 
activity  in  general  is  already  bound  by  a 
host  of  idiotic  and  peculiar  slate  laws 
(in  some  places,  oral  sex  is  illegal  even 
with  your  own  spouse)  which  reveal  more 
about  the  sadistic  and  repressed  charac- 
ter of  capitalist  government  than  any- 
thing else.  Back  in  1978.  internationally 
acclaimed  film  director  Roman  Polanski 
was  driven  out  of  the  country  for  his  sex- 
ual tryst  with  a very  willing  13-year-old. 
At  the  time  we  demanded:  “Slop  the  Puri- 
tan Witchhunt  Against  Roman  Polanski !’’ 
(WVNo.  192,  10  February  1978).  Today. 
R.  Kelly’s  case  strikes  at  the  heart  of  sti- 
fling. puritanical  bourgeois  morality. 

Many  laws  that  define  "sex  crimes”  in 
this  country  are  nothing  more  than  relig- 
ion transcribed  into  legal  code.  The  crim- 
inalization of  sex  (except  marital  sex)  is 
fundamentally  aimed  at  glorifying  and 
propping  up  the  "sacred"  monogamous 
family — for  centuries  the  main  institution 
for  the  oppression  of  women,  chaining 


CNN 


them  to  the  home,  and  of  children.  The 
family  came  into  existence  with  the  onset 
of  property  ownership  and  the  need  to 
transfer  wealth  through  the  male  lineage. 
It  also  serves  a critical  role  in  instilling 
reactionary  social  mores  and  churning  out 
the  next  generation  of  workers.  Anything 
that  threatens  to  tamper  with  its  stability 
is  thus  labeled  “taboo”  or  "unnatural," 
e.g.,  homosexuality.  That  young  women 
are  viewed  as  particularly  vulnerable  and 
generally  seen  as  victims  in  need  of  pro- 
tection is  nothing  but  an  extension  of 
woman  as  properly  to  be  kept  chaste  for 
her  future  husband.  Since  the  dawn  of  the 
family  women  have  been  denied  their 
sexual  freedom,  hence  the  double  stan- 
dard applied  to  sexually  active  young 
men  vs.  sexually  active  young  women. 
"Family  values”  is  nothing  but  an  ideolog- 
ical cover  for  social  regimentation  and 
repression. 

As  we  noted  in  "The  ‘Date  Rape’  Issue: 
Feminist  Hy.steria,  Anti-Sex  Witchhunt” 
{Women  and  Revolution  No.  43.  Winter 
1993-Spring  1994): 

"While  Marxists  cannot  decree  either  a 
just  or  a pleasurable  solution  to  the 
ambiguities  that  arise  out  of  the  intersec- 
tion of  sex.  race  and  class  in  this  capital- 
ist society,  we  can  and  do  oppose  all 
attempts  to  fit  human  sexuality  into  legis- 
lated and  decreed  ‘norms.'... 

‘To  create  genuinely  free  and  equal  rela- 
tions between  people  in  all  spheres,  in- 
cluding sex.  requires  nothing  less  than 
the  destruction  of  this  class  system  and 
the  creation  of  a communist  world.  In 
a classless  society  social  and  economic 
constraints  over  sexual  relations  will  be 
nonexistent,  and  in  the  words  of  Frede- 
rick Engels,  ‘there  is  no  other  motive  left 
except  mutual  inclination’  "■ 
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Alternate  Saturdays,  2 p.m. 

July  13;  Origins  of  the  Family, 
Private  Property  and  the  State 
July  27:  The  State:  Tool  for 
Class  Oppression 
1634  Telegraph,  3rd  Floor.  Oakland 
Information  and  readings:  (510)  639-0651 


CHICAGO 


Alternate  Thursdays,  6:30  p.m. 

July  25;  The  Cap/faf/s(  State— An 
Instrument  of  Organized  Terror 
222  South  Morgan  St. 

(Ring  23  on  Buzzer) 

Information  and  readings:  (312)  563-0441 
spartacist@iname.com 
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BOSTON 


Alternate  Saturdays,  1 p.m. 

July  13:  The  State  and  Revolution 
July  27:  Lenin  and  the  Fight  for 
the  Vanguard  Party 
Loker  Common,  Harvard  University 
Information  and  readings:  (617)  666-9453 
bostonsyc@yahoo.com 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Alternate  Saturdays,  1 p.m. 

July  13:  Trotskyists  Hailed  the 
Red  Army  in  Afghanistan! 

For  Women's  Liberation  Through 
Socialist  Revolution! 

July  27;  Defend  China  Against 
Imperialism,  Counterrevolution! 
Kent  Hall,  Room  405,  Columbia  Univ. 
Information  and  readings;  (212)  267-1025 
nysl@compuserve.com 
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Down  With  Witchhunt  Against 
Pro-Palestinian  Activists! 


As  (he  ruling  class  wages  its  “war  on 
terror”  abroad,  the  Bush  administra- 
tion with  the  Democratic  Party  in  tow 
has  decreed  sweeping  new  powers  of 
state  repression  at  home.  The  racist,  anti- 
immigrant dragnet  following  September 
1 1 already  has  resulted  in  the  detention 
of  some  1.200  immigrants,  primarily  of 
Arab  background,  and  the  deportation 
of  500  of  those  detained.  Some  100  still 
langui.sh  behind  bars.  Of  late,  secular 
pro-Palestinian  activists  of  Arab  descent, 
such  as  Faruk  Abdel-Muhti.  Ahmed  Ben- 
souda  and  Jaoudat  Abouazza,  have  been 
singled  out  as  targets  of  this  dragnet, 

Faruk  Abdel-Muhti.  a well-known  Pal- 
estinian community  activist  and  regular 
guest  on  the  liberal  WBAI  radio  station, 
was  arrested  by  the  INS  and  NYPD  on 
April  26  in  a Gestapo-style  early  morning 
raid  at  his  Queens  home.  He  is  in  deten- 
tion at  Middlesex  County  Jail  in  New  Jer- 
sey and  faces  possible  deportation.  De- 
portation of  Abdel-Muhti  could  result  in 
his  being  handed  over  to  the  Israeli  state, 
which  would  almost  surely  mean  torture 
or  worse.  Free  Faruk  Abdel-Muhti! 

Ahmed  Bensouda  was  arrested  on  May 
30  at  his  home  in  Champaign-Urbana. 
Illinois,  for  technical  student  visa  viola- 
tions. An  Arab  youth  known  for  his  Pal- 
estinian solidarity  efforts  and  for  organiz- 
ing against  the  fascist  Matthew  Hale, 
Bensouda  had  been  under  government 
surveillance  before  his  arrest.  INS  agents 
reportedly  called  Bensouda  a “n — r.” 
asked  him  “Do  you  know  Osama  bin 
Laden?”  and  interrogated  him  about  his 
political  activities,  including  a leaflet  they 
found  in  his  apartment  calling  to  “Smash 
the  U.S.  and  Zionist  Empire.”  At  his  first 
court  hearing  two  weeks  into  his  INS 


detention,  the  judge  barred  the  public  and 
press  because  the  government  claimed 
that  it  wanted  to  use  “secret  evidence”  to 
keep  him  in  detention.  Bensouda  has 
since  been  released  on  bond,  but  the  INS 
is  proceeding  with  plans  for  his  deporta- 
tion. Drop  all  charges  against  Ahmed 
Bensouda!  No  deportations! 

We  reprint  below  a letter  sent  by  the 
Partisan  Defense  Committee,  a legal  and 
social  defense  organization  affiliated  with 
the  Spariacist  League,  to  the  Boston  Dis- 
trict Office  of  the  INS  protesting  the 
detention  of  Palestinian  activist  Jaoudat 
Abouazza.  Since  this  letter  was  written, 
the  presiding  judge  has  ruled  Abou- 
azza can  return  “voluntarily”  to  Canada 
(where  he  is  a citizen)  rather  than  face 
forcible  deportation.  The  U.S.  govern- 
ment has  declared  its  intention  to  appeal 
this  ruling,  and  Abouazza  could  still  face 
charges  stemming  from  the  minor  traffic 
violation  that  was  (he  ba.sis  for  his  arrest. 

• • • 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee  pro- 
tests the  INS  detention  of  Palestinian 


activist  Jaoudat  Abouazza  who  has  been 
held  without  charges  by  the  INS  since 
shortly  after  his  arrest  on  May  30.  Well 
known  as  an  organizer  of  local  cam- 
paigns against  the  Israeli  aggression  in 
the  Occupied  Territories.  Abouazza  was 
arrested  by  Cambridge  police  after  being 
stopped  on  the  pretext  of  a minor  traf- 
fic violation.  Without  being  charged 
with  a crime  or  read  his  rights  by  the 
arresting  officers,  he  was  handcuffed, 
brought  to  the  Cambridge  police  station 
and  interrogated  by  the  FBI  for  suspi- 
cion of  “terrorism.”  The  only  “evidence” 
was  that  he  possessed  flyers  for  the  up- 
coming pro-Palestinian  ANSWER  (Act 
Now  to  Stop  War  and  End  Racism)  coali- 
tion protest  of  “Israeli  Independence 
Day  ’ in  Boston,  which  he  was  helping  to 
organize. 

This  attack  is  nothing  but  a blatant 
effort  to  silence  Abouazza  and  to  intimi- 
date all  who  would  engage  in  political 
protest.  This  is  a frontal  attack  on  First 
Amendment  rights  of  speech,  assembly 
and  political  association.  Since  his  arrest. 


Abouazza  has  reportedly  been  subjected 
to  increasing  harassment  and  torture 
because  of  his  politics.  According  to  his 
defense  committee,  this  has  included 
punching,  solitary  confinement,  threats 
and  continuous  epithets  of  “Taliban.” 

Seizing  on  the  criminal  World  Trade 
Center  attack  as  a pretext  for  expanding 
its  domination  of  the  globe  and  massively 
ratcheting  up  its  repressive  powers 
at  home,  the  government  has  rounded 
up  over  1.200  immigrants  in  the  racist 
dragnet,  hundreds  of  whom  are  still 
detained  or  have  simply  disappeared.  The 
arrest  and  detention  of  Abouazza.  along 
with  the  case  of  leftist  student  activist 
Ahmed  Bensouda  in  Chicago,  is  a vivid 
illustration  of  how  the  government's 
“national  unity”  campaign  threatens  the 
rights  of  all  immigrants,  trade  unionists, 
black  people,  leftists  and  all  who  the  gov- 
ernment perceives  would  dissent  from  its 
policies. 

We  demand;  Free  Jaoudat  Abouazza! 
Free  the  detainees!  Down  with  the  anti- 
immigrant witchhunt!  ■ 


Cops,  Feds  Target  Long  Beach  Anarchists 


Drop  the  Charges! 


Since  a cop  not  against  a youthful  anar- 
chist “Carnival  Against  Capitalism”  in 
Long  Beach.  California,  on  May  Day  2001 
and  the  arrest  at  gunpoint  of  95  protesters, 
state  repression  of  area  left-wing  activists 
has  escalated.  A systematic  campaign  of 
repression  by  police  from  Long  Beach.  Los 
Angeles.  La  Habra  and  Fullerton  and  the 
Orange  and  Los  Angeles  County  sheriff 
departments,  with  the  likely  involvement 
of  the  Feds,  has  included  spying,  harass- 
ment. frame-up  prosecution  and  harsh  sen- 
tences. Long  Beach  police  spokesman 
David  Marander  made  clear  the  purpose  of 
this  campaign — to  silence  political  dissent: 
“Anarchist  groups  are  typically  surveilled 
by  law-enforcement  agencies  across  the 
United  States,  not  only  because  of  their 
goals,  but  particularly  after  September  1 1 
—people  expect  that  now.  We  wouldn't 
be  doing  our  jobs  if  we  weren't  investi- 
gating that  type  of  group”  {L.A.  Weekly,  7 
June). 

On  April  20.  La  Habra  police  and  Long 
Beach  gang-unit  detectives  pulled  over 
20-year-old  Matthew  Lamont.  a well- 
known  local  activist.  Lamont  already  was  a 
target  of  the  police  for  his  involvement  in 
protests  against  the  cop  killing  of  Marcela 
Byrd,  a 57-year-old  black  woman.  Search- 
ing his  car  and  finding  a one-gallon  milk 
jug  filled  with  gasoline,  the  cops  arrested 
him  for  "possessing  an  explosive  device.” 
Police  claim  Lamont  was  headed  to  a 
“violent  confrontation”  with  Nazis  cele- 
brating Hitler’s  birthday.  Lamont  re- 
sponded to  the  bogus  charges  by  noting 
that  he  had  "gasoline  for  a gas  guzzling 
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vehicle  and  said,  “That’s  not  possession 
of  explosives,  that's  possession  of  gaso- 
line in  an  improper  container”  (LA. 
Weekly,  1 June).  He  remains  in  custody  on 
four  felony  counts  with  bail  set  at 
$100,000. 

Maxwell  Lucas,  a passenger  in  La- 
mont s car  at  the  time,  was  hauled  off  to 
a juvenile  detention  center  and  charged 


with  felony  possession  of  a destructive 
device.  Later,  at  the  end  of  Lamont’s 
arraignment  hearing  on  April  23.  sup- 
porter Jeff  Hendricks  yelled  out  in  soli- 
darity with  Lamont  and  was  arrested  on 
two  misdemeanor  charges.  The  court  then 
outrageously  charged  Hendricks  with 
violating  the  conditions  of  probation  stem- 
ming from  his  May  Day  2001  arrest,  and 


now  he  is  facing  up  to  two  years  in 
prison. 

After  September  II.  most  of  the 
May  Day  protesters  who  had  planned  on 
fighting  the  various  misdemeanor  and 
felony  charges  brought  against  them 
accepted  plea-bargains,  fearing  that  the 
book  would  be  thrown  at  them  amid 
the  government's  “anti-terror”  hysteria. 
Among  these  was  Robert  Middaugh 
(a/k/a  Ruckus),  who  was  sentenced  to 
three  years  in  stale  prison  after  a deal  to 
plead  guilty  to  felony  assault  on  a police 
officer.  This  May  21.  Sarah  Roberts,  one 
of  the  last  of  the  May  Day  2001  defen- 
dants. was  convicted  of  "unlawful  assem- 
bly and  wearing  a mask  with  the  intent  to 
commit  a crime”  and  sentenced  to  six 
months  in  L.A.  County  jail.  Last  June. 
Javier  Perez  had  been  misled  into  plead- 
ing guilty  in  the  belief  that  he  would  serve 
30  days  in  jail  and  then  be  released. 
Instead,  he  found  himself  deported  to 
Mexico. 

On  February  25,  the  home  of  19-year- 
old  Sherman  Austin,  another  May  Day 
arrestee  and  founder  of  a Los  Angeles- 
based  anarchist  Web  site,  was  raided  by  25 
heavily  armed  FBI,  Secret  Service  and 
agents  from  the  Bureau  of  Alcohol. 
Tobacco  and  Firearms.  His  computer 
equipment  and  political  literature  were 
seized  and  his  Web  site  was  shut  down. 
Later  that  month.  Austin  attended  a protest 
against  the  World  Economic  Forum  in 
New  York  City,  where  he  was  singled  out 
for  arrest.  Following  interrogation  by  the 
continued  on  page  14 


WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Young  Spartacus 


Kirk  Anderson 


Hysteria  over 
Pledge... 

(continued  from  page  I) 
school  prayer.  The  current  hullabaloo 
may  seem  to  be  over  an  issue  of  little  sig- 
nificance. But  the  importance  of  the 
defense  of  church/slate  separation  was 
highlighted  the  day  after  the  decision 
when  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled  in 
favor  of  the  Cleveland  school  voucher 
program  which  provides  parents  with  tax 
payers’  cash  to  place  their  children  in 
non-public  schools.  Ninety  percent  of 
those  who  opt  for  the  vouchers  pul  their 
kids  in  religious  schools — largely  Catho- 
lic and  more  segregated  than  the  public 
school  system.  This  decision  is  quite  sim- 
ply de  jure  approval  for  an  all-out  attack 
on  free  public  education  especially  aimed 
at  depriving  black  Americans  in  the  inner 
cities  of  even  the  rudimentary  education 
available  in  the  rotting  and  desperately 
under-funded  inner-city  public  schools. 

While  ghetto  schools  are  little  more 
than  holding  pens  that  serve  as  a one-way 
conveyer  belt  to  prison,  a recent  New 
York  Stale  appellate  court  ruled  that  “a 


sound  basic  education”  could  be  achieved 
with  schools  that  did  little  more  than 
qualify  students  to  flip  Big  Macs.  As  the 
ruling  opined:  “Society  needs  workers  in 
all  levels  of  jobs,  the  majority  of  which 
may  well  be  low  level.”  Overturning  a 
previous  ruling,  which  demanded  that 
New  York  schools  receive  funding  suffi- 
cient to  prepare  students  for  “competitive 
employment”  opportunities,  the  appellate 
court  judges  declared  that  such  a higher 
job  standard  for  education  was  a chal- 
lenge “to  the  capitalist  system  in  gen- 
eral”! As  the  Village  Voice  (9  July)  pul  it: 
"U  was  as  if  the  very  existence  of  a reli- 
able. dishwashing  underclass  might  be  at 
slake.” 

Since  the  presidency  ol  Democrat 
Jimmy  Carter  it  has  been  the  policy  of 
U.S.  imperialism’s  rulers  to  erase  the 
opposition  to  their  wars  and  domestic 
repression  that  arose  during  the  civil 
rights  and  anti-Vietnam  War  struggles  of 
the  1950s  and  ’60s  by  playing  to  right- 
wing  religious  fundamentalism.  From 
then  to  now  everything  that  makes  life 
enjoyable  or  tolerable — from  sex  and 
drugs  to  welfare,  day-care  centers  and 
a good  job — has  come  under  attack,  re- 
placed by  the  twin  madnesses  of  the 
“born  again”  and  the  “recovered.’  Black 
people  are  jailed,  jobless  and  deprived  of 
even  token  access  to  a way  out.  Yester- 
day’s ghettos  seem  almost  benign  in  con- 
trast to  the  hellholes  of  today. 

"God  and  Country”  has  always  been 
the  rallying  cry  of  political  reactionar- 
ies. In  a country  where  the  mass  of  the 
working  class  has  never  achieved  even 
elementary  political  class  consciousness, 
the  only  perceived  “opposition’  to  these 


forces  are  the  liberal  Democrats  who 
were  just  a step  behind  the  Republicans 
in  the  race  to  the  Capitol  steps  to  sing 
"God  Bless  America.”  From  Carter  to  Clin- 
ton. the  Democrats,  no  less  than  the  Re- 
publican right,  have  led  the  campaign  to 
whitewash  the  machinations  of  American 
imperialism  and  portray  as  virtuous  its 
attempts  to  dominate  the  world.  In  virtual 
lockstep  agreement  with  Bush’s  timeless 
war  against  “evil”  and  as  co-promoters  of 
the  legislative  attacks  which  target  any 
who  would  oppose  government  policy, 
the  Democrats’  protests  against  the  “in- 
justices” which  are  inherent  to  capitalism 
have  been  reduced  to  whispers.  Which- 
ever party  is  in  power,  decaying  imperial- 
ism retains  its  fundamental  nature — 
immiseration  and  oppression  at  home  and 
imperialist  expansion  and  war  elsewhere 
in  its  unending  quest  for  profits. 

The  history  of  the  pledge,  in  a sense, 
marks  the  evolution  of  the  American 
Empire.  It  was  written  in  1892  by  the 
socialist  journalist  and  preacher.  Fran- 
cis Bellamy,  who  was  then  concerned 
about  widespread  anti-immigrant  preju- 
dice, hence  the  phrase  “liberty  and  justice 
for  all.”  Bellamy  later  left  the  church  in 
dismay  because  of  the  rampant  and  rising 


racism  among  the  godly,  a reflection  of 
the  Jim  Crow  segregation  of  black  people 
that  accompanied  the  rise  of  American 
imperialism.  Initially  used  to  celebrate 
the  400-year  anniversary  of  Columbus’s 
“discovery”  of  America,  it  was  resur- 
rected by  Congress  in  1942  to  further 
cement  the  patriotic  fervor  that  accompa- 
nied the  U.S.  entry  into  WWII,  a war  that 
ended  with  the  nuclear  incineration  of 
Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki. 

The  phrase  “under  God”  was  inserted 
in  1954  at  the  height  of  the  McCarthy 
era  following  the  execution  of  Julius 
and  Ethel  Rosenberg  the  year  before.  This 
was  the  period  during  which  the  trade 
unions  were  purged  of  the  militants  and 
socialists  who  had  led  and  participated  in 


the  wave  of  strikes  that  forged  the  indus- 
trial unions  in  the  1930s  and  continued 
in  the  immediate  aftermath  of  WWII.  It 
was  the  period  between  the  wars  against 
“communist  expansion”  in  Korea  and 
Vietnam,  wars  that  claimed  over  six 
million  Asian  lives.  It  was  the  period 
when  those  who  fought  against  segrega- 


tion were  characterized  as  anti-American 
miscegenationisis.  Then  any  that  spoke 
out  against  racism  or  injustice  were 
viewed  as  pariahs.  Characterized  as  “pin- 
kos,” they  stood  in  danger  of  losing  their 
jobs — their  children  submitted  to  daily 
harassment  and  physical  attack  at  school. 
American  schoolchildren  engaged  in 
another  daily  ritual  at  that  time — the 
atomic  bomb  drill.  Every  day  you  were 
on  your  knees  facing  the  wall,  hands 
clasped  over  your  head,  butt  in  the  air. 
hoping/joking  you  wouldn’t  have  to  kiss 
it  goodbye.  God  does  indeed  move  in 
strange  and  mysterious  ways. 

With  the  overturn  of  the  1917  October 
Revtilution  in  the  USSR  in  1991-92 — the. 
to  date,  only  successful  proletarian  revo- 


lution— the  military  might  of  American 
imperialism  is.  for  the  present,  unchal- 
lenged. That  overturn  has  had  as  its  result 
the  destruction  of  the  social  fabric  of  the 
societies  in  East  Europe  and  what  was 
once  the  Soviet  Union.  These  societies, 
which  were  based  on  the  expropriation  of 
private  property,  were  unique  in  their 
ability  to  offer  all  a job,  education,  access 
to  basic  health  care  and  a place  to  live. 
More  importantly,  the  hope  for  a socialist 
future  which  once  animated  workers 
throughout  the  world  has  been  vitiated.  In 
this  context  and  with  the  recent  economic 
boom  at  a screeching  halt  and  most  peo- 
ple worse  off  at  its  end.  it  is  in  a sense 
necessary  for  Bush  Jr.  to  turn  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Apocalypse  and  a Baptist 
revival  meeting  to  justify  his  prepos- 
terous and  deadly  dangerous  aspira- 
tions to  dominate  the  world.  Thus  at  a 
July  4 West  Virginia  rally  he  intoned. 
"No  authority  of  government  can  ever 
prevent  an  American  from  pledging  alle- 
giance to  this  one  nation  under  God.” 
God’s  in  charge.  America  the  holy.  Screw 
the  Constitution. 

As  communists,  we  stand  in  the  de- 
fense of  the  gains  of  the  bourgeois  revo- 
lutions of  the  I7th  and  I8ih  centuries  and 
of  the  gains  of  working-class  struggle.  We 
are  for  the  complete  separation  of  church 
and  state  and  stand  in  defense  of  the 
Ninth  Circuit  Court  decision.  We  fight 
against  the  attacks  on  public  education 
and  seek  to  nationalize  all  schools  and 
provide  free,  quality  education  through 
the  highest  levels  to  ail.  But  we  have  no 
illusions  that  we  can  end  the  indoctrina- 
tion of  the  masses  in  the  virtues  of  "God 
and  Country”  by  their  capitalist  masters 
short  of  a revolutionary  proletarian  over- 
turn of  the  imperialist  order.  When  that 
is  achieved,  the  price  of  progress  will 
not  be  misery  but  the  advancement  of  all 
mankind.  And  those  who  still  feel  the 
need  for  religious  solace  will  be  able  to 
freely  pray  to  and  worship  who  or  what- 
ever appeals  to  them.  With  hunger,  want 
and  class  injustice  consigned  to  the  trash 
heap  of  history,  we  have  every  confidence 
that  the  only  faith  that  will  survive  will  be 
in  the  collective  abilities  of  humanity.B 


This  pamphlet  reprints  presentations 
given  by  SL  Centra!  Committee  member 
Joseph  Seymour  on  the  origins  of  Marxism 
in  the  French  Enlightenment  and  in  left 
Hegelianism.  Also  included  are  “150  Years 
of  the  Communist  Manifesto"  and  "Marxism 
and  Religion." 

In  the  retrograde  climate  of  post-Soviet 
reaction,  the  struggle  to  reassert  the  validity 
of  the  program  and  purpose  of  revolution- 
ary Marxism  is  crucial  for  our  fight  for  new 
October  Revolutions. 
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High  school  classroom  in  Chicago  (right).  For  racist  capitalist 
rulers  who  have  turned  inner-city  schools  into  holding  pens, 
black  urban  youth  are  not  worth  "wasting”  money  on  to  keep 
alive,  much  less  educate. 
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Iran  1979 

Proletarian  Revolution 
or  Islamic  Reaction 


demonstrate  for  women’s  rights  following°ouTteTof 
Shah  of  Iran  s brutal  U.S. -backed  regime  by  Khomeini's  reactionary  Islamic  forces. 


We  prim  below  a translation  of  an 
article  from  Le  Bolchevik  No.  158 
(Winter  2001-2002).  newspaper  of 
our  comrades  of  the  Ligue  Trotskyste 
dc  France,  based  on  a presentation 
for  the  LTF's  Paris  branch. 

^BOLCHEVII^ 

In  our  international  Declaration 
of  Principles  {Spartacist  [English- 
language  edition)  No.  54.  Spring 
1998).  we  wrote  the  following; 

■‘The  1979  ‘Iranian  Revolution' 
opened  up  a period  of  ascendant 
political  Islam  in  the  historically 
Muslim  world,  a development  which 
contributed  to  and  was  powerfully 
reinforced  by  the  counterrevolution- 
ary destruction  of  the  Soviet  Union. 
Khomeini's  seizure  and  consolida- 
tion of  power  in  Iran  was  a defeat 
akin  to  Hitler's  crushing  of  the  Ger- 
man proletariat  in  1933,  albeit  on  a 
narrower,  regional  scale.  The  inter- 
national Spartacist  tendency's  slo- 
gan ‘Down  with  the  Shah!  No  sup- 
port to  the  mullahs!'  and  our  focus 
on  the  woman  question  ('No  to  the 
veil!’)  stood  in  sharp  opposition  to  the 
rest  of  the  left’s  capitulation  to  mullah- 
led  reaction." 

I think  this  is  important  in  two  respects, 
and  I would  like  you  to  take  each  sen- 
tence at  its  true  value.  First  of  all  we  com- 
pare the  defeat  of  the  proletariat  in  Iran, 
albeit  on  a more  limited  scale,  to  the 
defeat  of  the  German  proletariat.  This  is 
a very  strong  comparison,  comrades, 
because  the  German  proletariat  was 
smashed  by  fascism,  by  Nazism.  We  also 
say  that  it  not  only  reinforced  Islam  as  a 
political  force,  but  also  contributed  to 
the  counterrevolutionary  destruction  of 
the  Soviet  Union.  It  set  in  gear  the  “new 
world  disorder” — what  is  happening 
today.  Dialectically  it  was  reinforced  by 
the  counterrevolutionary  destruction  of 
(he  Soviet  Union.  So  it  goes  both  ways. 
We  were  indeed  literally  the  only  ones, 
and  we  are  proud  of  it.  who  fought 
against  the  mullahs  and  against  the  Shah, 
and  for  socialist  revolution  in  Iran,  with 
our  slogans  “Down  with  the  Shah!  No 
support  to  the  mullahs!”  and  “No  to  the 
veil!”,  underlining  the  central  importance 
of  the  woman  question. 

We  translated  a number  of  articles  into 
Farsi,  which  were  sold  or  distributed  in 
the  thousands — no  exaggeration — by  our 
sections.  Through  various  channels  they 
also  went  to  Iran,  were  read  in  Iran,  and 


we  even  got  feedback  from  them.  There 
are  two  specific  points  on  which  we  had 
a lot  of  confrontations.  Over  the  question 
of  democratic  rights  for  women,  i.e..  “No 
to  the  veil!”,  and  also  on  gay  rights.  And 
I think  it  opened  up  a lot  of  “debate." 
because  it  led  to  a lot  of  horrible  stuff 
from  the  Iranian  left,  who  said  that  the 
veil  is  a “symbol  of  anti-imperialism,” 
that  homosexuality  is  a "problem"  in 
France  but  that  "there  are  no  gays  in 
Iran.”  We  were  physically  harassed.  A 
comrade  was  knifed  in  Germany  by  Turk- 
ish Maoists.  We  were  thrown  out  of  dem- 
onstrations as  “CIA  agents.”  and  later, 
after  we  hailed  the  Red  Army  in  Afghan- 
istan, as  "KGB  agents,”  etc.  We  are  proud 
that  we  told  the  truth  to  the  proletariat, 
even  if  this  truth  is  very  hard  to  hear  and 
to  see. 

The  Defeat  in  Iran  and  the 
Soviet  Entry  into  Afghanistan 

I would  like  you  to  look  carefully  at 
this  map.  The  title  is  "Iran  and  its  percep- 
tion of  internal  security.”  The  “internal 
enemies”  of  the  Persians,  who  are  the 
dominant  people,  are  the  national  minori- 
ties. You  see;  Arabs.  Baluchis.  Kurds, 
Azeris,  etc.  But  1 would  also  like  you  to 
see  how  the  country  is  strategically  im- 
portant in  the  region,  as  you  had  the 
Republics  of  Soviet  Central  Asia  to  the 


north  of  the  country,  with  the  same  peo- 
ples on  both  sides  of  the  borders,  and 
right  beside,  you  have  Afghanistan. 

In  February  1979  the  mullahs  seized 
power  in  Iran.  It  took  some  time  for  them 
to  consolidate  their  power.  But  a few 
months  later,  at  Christmas  1979.  the  Sovi- 
ets intervened  in  Afghanistan  in  order  to 
defend  their  southern  border,  because 
weapons  from  the  imperialists  were  going 
through  Iran  to  arm  the  Afghan  mujahe- 
din, who  had  started  to  cut  the  throats  of 
teachers  who  tried  to  teach  young  girls  to 
read  and  write.  This  was  nothing  other 
than  the  beginning  of  the  second  Cold 
War.  with  near-daily  provocations  against 
the  Soviet  Union.  In  1988,  with  the  with- 
drawal of  Soviet  troops  from  Afghan- 
istan, it  was  the  beginning  of  the  end 
for  the  Soviet  Union.  As  we  said  then; 
"Better  to  defend  the  Soviet  Union  in 
Kabul  than  in  Moscow!"  But  the  Stalinist 
bureaucracy’s  appeasement  of  the  impe- 
rialists. and  their  refusal  to  fight  in  the 
interests  of  the  proletariat,  accelerated 
capitalist  counterrevolution  which  swept 
away  the  deformed  workers  states  of  East 
Europe  and  the  October  Revolution  itself. 

So  this  presentation  has  the  limited 
.scope  of  showing  two  things:  firstly,  the 
confirmation  in  the  negative  of  our  Trots- 
kyist program  of  permanent  revolution 
and  the  necessity  of  the  revolutionary 
party.  Secondly,  to  show  that  this  defeat 
was  not  at  all  inevitable.  A proletarian 
revolution  would  have  changed  the  situa- 
tion. and  it  was  possible.  In  that  case  we 
would  not  be  speaking  today  of  the  hor- 
ror of  the  war  in  Afghanistan,  and  maybe 
we  would  not  be  talking  of  the  "new 
world  disorder."  So  the  presentation  will 
necessarily  be  limited  and  it  must  be 
complemented  by  comrades'  readings, 
and  there  is  a lot  of  stull  to  read.  I want 
to  insist  above  all  on  the  reading  I recom- 
mended to  comrades,  "Iran  and  Perma- 
nent Revolution,”  which  was  published  in 
Spartacist  [English-language  edition)  No 
33  (Spring  1982),  which  tells  you  how 
the  proletariat  in  Iran  could  have  seized 
power  at  least  twice  in  its  history,  if  it  had 
not  been  led  by  traitors. 

In  several  respects  the  Shah's  Iran 
resembled  Russia  before  the  1917  Rev- 
olution; a prison  house  of  peoples,  as 
Lenin  characterized  tsarist  Russia.  In  Iran 
the  Persians  dominated  and  still  do,  polit- 


ically. various  nationalities:  Kurds. 
A/.cris.  Arabs.  Baluchis,  to  mention 
only  these  nationalities.  This  domi- 
nation is  exerted  through  armed  force 
and  through  a chauvinist  policy.  The 
other  analogy  with  tsarist  Russia  in 
that  there  was  a poor,  numerous  and 
very  backward  peasantry.  So  we  face 
a country  of  uneven  and  combined 
development,  as  Trotsky  explains  in 
The  Permanent  Revolution,  where 
you  have  the  latest  word  in  technol- 
ogy based  on  the  most  backward 
social  relations,  in  a country  where 
there  was  no  bourgeois  revolution 
in  the  eighteenth  or  nineteenth  cen- 
tury. (However,  one  crucial  differ- 
ence with  tsarist  Russia  is  (hat  the 
Russian  Orthodox  religious  hierar- 
chy was  a bastion  of  the  tsar  until  the 
end.  while  the  Iranian  Shiite  clergy 
opposed  the  Shah’s  regime  in  1979.) 

The  country  is  also  characterized 
by  a very  concentrated  and  powerful 
proletariat,  socially  speaking,  in  the 
oil  workers.  When  I showed  the  map 
earlier  to  a comrade,  she  told  me.  "I 
didn't  know  that  the  oil  fields  were 
there.”  I want  you  to  have  a closer  look 
at  the  southern  part  of  Iran.  That  was  the 
case,  but  after  the  war  between  Iran  and 
Iraq  the  oil  fields  of  those  two  cities. 
Abadan  and  Khorramshahr,  were  com- 
pletely destroyed  and  the  oil  industry 
was  dispersed.  The  refinery  which  was 
there,  which  I think  was  among  the 
biggest  in  the  world,  was  dispersed  com- 
pletely to  the  center  of  the  country.  So 
that  means  that  the  proletariat  was  dis- 
persed, of  course.  At  that  time  it  was  a 
very  important  concentration  of  the 
working  class,  socially  but  also  politi- 
cally very  important.  The  Iranian  prole- 
tariat twice  had  the  possibility  of  seizing 
power,  which  was  given  away  by  Tudeh 
(the  pro-Moscow  Stalinist  party)  to  bour- 
geois nationalists  and  even  to  the  Shah 
himself. 

I would  like  to  make  a few  points  on 
the  Russian  Revolution  of  1917,  which  is 
our  international  compass.  As  you  have 
seen  in  Three  Concepts  of  the  Russian 
Revolution  (Trotsky,  August  1939).  the 
1905  Revolution  was  a dress  rehearsal  for 
1917,  But  there  are  in  addition  two  very 
important  points.  The  first  one  concerns 
the  character  of  the  Russian  Revolution, 
because  Russia  was  also  one  of  those 
countries  where  there  had  been  no  bour- 
geois revolution.  The  bourgeoisie  was 
weak.  There  was  a concentrated,  power- 
ful working  class  but  also  a very  numer- 
ous and  extremely  backward  peasantry. 
And  the  second  point  was  the  question  of 
the  necessity  of  a party.  This  is  the  lesson 
that  Lenin  later  drew  from  1905. 

I want  mostly  to  talk  about  the  Three 
Concepts.  Because  if  you  think  about  it. 
when  the.se  three  conceptions  existed  the 
Russian  Revolution  had  not  taken  place, 
so  it  was  the  first  time  that  the  revolution 
was  going  to  happen,  and  in  a backward 
country.  So  there  were  three  perspec- 
tives; the  Mensheviks',  which  of  course 
was  later  adopted  by  Stalin  regarding 
China:  that  you  absolutely  need  a demo- 
cratic stage  where  you  pul  the  bourgeoi- 
sie in  power,  and  later  you  can  talk  about 
a socialist  revolution,  proletarian  revolu- 
tion. For  the  Mensheviks,  the  Russian 
bourgeois  revolution  could  only  be  con- 
ceivable under  the  leadership  of  the  lib- 
eral bourgeoisie,  and  must  give  power  to 
it.  The  Mensheviks  were  leading  the  pro- 
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Iciariat  down  an  entirely  wrong  path. 

Lenin's  position  was  clear  that  the 
belated  bourgeoisie  of  Russia  was  inca- 
pable of  achieving  its  own  revolution. 
Lenin  put  forward  a formulation  for  “the 
democratic  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat 
and  the  peasantry"  in  order  to  purge  the 
country  of  medieval  remnants,  carry  out 
agrarian  reform  and  open  the  possibility 
of  the  fight  for  socialism.  Lenin’s  concep- 
tion represented  a tremendous  step  for- 
ward inasmuch  as  it  indicated  the  only 
realistic  combination  of  social  forces  to 
carry  out  the  revolution.  But  its  weakness 
lay  in  the  conception  of  a dictatorship  of 
two  classes.  Lenin  himself  openly  charac- 
terized this  “dictatorship"  as  "bourgeois.” 
By  this  he  meant  that,  for  the  sake  of 
maintaining  unity  with  the  peasantry,  the 
proletariat  would  be  obliged  to  forego 
posing  socialist  tasks  directly  during  the 
impending  revolution.  Trotsky  explains 
that  "the  insufficiency  in  the  perspective 
of  Bolshevism  did  not  become  apparent 
in  1905  only  because  the  revolution  itself 
did  not  undergo  further  development.  But 
then  at  the  beginning  of  1917  Lenin  was 
obliged  to  alter  his  perspective,  in  direct 
conflict  with  the  old  cadres  of  his  party.” 
The  Trotskyist  position  of  perma- 
nent revolution  is  summed  up  in  Three 
Concepts: 

"The  complete  victory  of  the  democratic 
revolution  in  Russia  is  conceivable  only 
in  the  form  of  the  dictatorship  of  the  pro- 
letariat. leaning  on  the  peasantry.  The  dic- 
tatorship of  the  proletariat,  which  would 
inevitably  place  on  the  order  of  the  day 
not  only  democratic  but  socialistic  tasks 
as  well,  would  at  the  same  time  give  a 
powerful  impetus  to  the  international 
socialist  revolution.  Only  the  vtctory  of 
the  proletariat  in  the  West  could  protect 
Russia  from  bourgeois  restoration  and 
assure  it  the  possibility  of  rounding  out 
the  establishment  of  socialism." 

The  Left  and  the  Mullahs 

The  hated  regime  of  the  Shah  was 
based  on  suppressing  the  left  and  the 
working  class  through  the  SAVAK.  the 
very  bloodthirsty  political  police,  and  you 
also  had  through  this  the  oppression  of 
national  minorities  and  women.  After  the 
working  class  had  the  possibility  of  seiz- 
ing power  and  the  Tudeh  party  betrayed  it. 
there  was  a massacre  of  the  leaders  of 
Tudeh.  So  the  left  was  very  small,  and  of 
course  it  was  underground. 

In  1977  protests  started  in  the  slums 
around  the  capital  city  and  they  were  fol- 
lowed by  student  demonstrations  which 
managed  to  get  significant  popular  sup- 
port. Of  course  the  army  answered  by 
shooting  at  the  demonstrators,  and  in 
response  demonstrations  spread  to  nearly 
the  whole  country,  In  this  framework  one 
Khomeini  appears.  Who  was  Khomeini? 
A mullah,  a Muslim  priest,  necessarily 
reactionary  of  course,  and  part  of  the 
powerful,  landholding  clergy.  1 think  it  is 
important  to  note  that  he  was  a landlord. 
The  clergy  has  a lot  of  land  in  Iran.  The 
first  political  act  of  Khomeini  was  in  the 
■60s,  when  he  opposed  in  a very  reaction- 
ary way  the  Shah’s  "white  revolution.” 
What  was  the  "white  revolution"?  It  was 
like  a safety  valve  against  a mass  explo- 
sion which  consisted  in  seeking  to  share 
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some  land  among  the  peasantry  and  give 
voting  rights  to  women.  This  was  too 
much  for  Khomeini,  and  he  mobilized 
the  bourgeoisie  from  the  bazaar,  which  by 
the  way  was  his  base,  to  foment  a super- 
reactionary upheaval  especially  against 
these  two  points,  i.e.  voting  rights  for 
women  and  land  distribution. 

He  was  exiled  to  Iraq  at  that  time,  and 
as  if  by  coincidence  he  got  political  asy- 
lum in  France  in  1978.  He  was  some- 
where in  a Paris  suburb,  a little  town 
called  Neauphle-le-Chateau.  And  Kho- 
meini started  to  lead  the  mass  demon- 
strations from  here.  How  was  this  pos- 
sible? Think  about  it,  after  18  years  in 
exile,  he  comes  here  and  from  France  he 
is  leading. ..you  wonder  how.  Of  course 
there  was  a very  important  base  of  the 
traditional  bourgeoisie  of  the  bazaar 
which  always  supported  the  clergy;  the 
traditional  merchant  class  whose  founda- 
tions were  threatened  by  the  modern- 
ization of  the  country.  This  traditional 
social  class  is  doomed  by  economic 
progress,  and  has  a natural  tendency  to 
adhere  to  a reactionary  ideology  and  its 
political  expressions. 

But  above  all  there  was  the  role  of  the 
left  organizations  and  their  influence, 
albeit  limited,  over  the  proletariat.  These 
organizations  tied  the  hands  of  the  work- 
ing class  to  its  mortal  class  enemy,  i.e.. 
the  Shiite  clergy  representing  the  bour- 
geoisie. And  some  of  these  organiza- 
tions supported  Khomeini  and  the  Shiite 
clergy  to  the  death.  That  is.  even  when 
Khomeini  started  to  massacre  leftists 
they  still  supported  the  mullahs.  They 
denounced  their  own  comrades  to  this 
regime.  While  they  had  members  in 
prison,  the  leaders  of  the  Tudeh  party 
went  on  TV  to  say  that  they  were  wrong 
if  they  had  said  anything  bad  about  the 
regime  of  the  ayatollahs.  There  was  the 
guerrillaist  group  the  Fedayeen,  which, 
faced  with  this  support  to  Khomeini  and 
the  ayatollahs,  split.  One  part,  called  the 
majority,  at  bottom  had  the  same  posi- 
tion as  Tudeh:  that  you  must  support  the 
ayatollahs.  The  other  part,  called  the 
minority,  could  not  be  as  rotten  as  that, 
but  never  broke  with  the  Stalinist  policy 
of  revolution  by  stages,  that  is  of  subordi- 
nating the  proletariat  to  the  bourgeoisie 
as  a first  stage  and  the  promise  of  social- 
ist revolution  as  a second  stage.  But  you 
never  get  to  the  second  stage  because,  as 
history  shows  (China  1927,  Indonesia 
1965,  Iran  1979).  the  political  subordina- 
tion of  the  proletariat  to  the  bourgeoisie 
always  ends  with  a bloody  massacre  of 
workers  and  the  left  by  the  bourgeoisie. 

You  also  had  the  Pabloites  in  Iran  (the 
HKS.  sister  section  of  Krivine’s  Ligue 
Communiste  Revolutionnaire)  and  in  a 
way  they  were  the  most  disgusting.  The 
Pabloites  supported  this  regime  to  the 
end.  They  split,  with  one  part  continuing 
to  support  the  regime  while  the  other 
part  made  some  criticisms  without  ceas- 
ing their  enthusiasm  for  the  "mass  move- 
ment." If  there  bad  been  barricades, 
their  two  organizations  would  have  been 


to  break  the  unity  with  Khomeini  either. 
They  wrote  in  Lutte  de  Classe  (8  January 
1979).  in  connection  with  the  arming  of 
the  proletariat:  "Even  while  remaining 
within  the  framework  and  on  the  current 
political  basis  of  the  movement,  this 
would  be  for  them  (the  workers!  a prior- 
ity and  an  imperative  task.  Because  it 
would  not  necessarily  be  a question  of 
a head-on  collision  straight  away  with 
the  current  leadership  at  the  level  of  slo- 
gans and  immediate  objectives.”  These 
people  recognized  the  reactionary  and 
anti-woman  character  of  Khomeini,  they 
talked  of  arming  the  proletariat,  but  in  no 
way  must  the  unity  with  these  reaction- 
aries ever  be  broken.  Not  surprising  that 
a year  later  they  denounced  the  Soviet 
intervention  in  Afghanistan. 

A whole  layer  of  militants  were  mas- 
sacred. executed,  raped,  finished.  There 
were  a lot  of  splits,  but  the  splits  never 
went  all  the  way.  that  ts  they  never  found 
the  revolutionary  program.  And  when 
you  look  around  the  world  where  there 
are  leftist  Iranians  from  this  generation, 
it’s  over:  they  are  corrupt  cynics,  hope- 
less, or  else  they  are  dead.  A lot  of  them 
put  Marxism  into  question  instead  of 
examining  their  own  rotten  program.  Yet 
there  were  key  moments  when  it  was 
possible  to  change  the  course  of  history 
and  to  win  the  working  class. 

The  Revolutionary  Intervention 
of  the  Spartacist  Tendency 

Our  reformist  and  centrist  opponents 
pretend  that  our  slogan  “Down  with  the 
Shah!  No  to  the  veil!”  signified  political 
abstentionism.  Of  course,  for  the  opportu- 
nists political  activism  is  always  synony- 
mous with  tailing  a mass  movement.  On 
the  contrary,  we  developed  an  active  and 
interventionist  political  line  at  each  step 
of  the  Iranian  crisis.  In  opposing  our- 
selves in  a principled  manner  to  participa- 
tion in  Khomeiniite  demonstrations,  we 
did  not  opt  for  political  silence.  In  accor- 
dance with  its  resources  and  the  concrete 
military  situation,  a Trotskyist  organiza- 
tion would  have  used  the  opening  cre- 
ated by  the  appearance  of  a mass  Islamic 
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demoralized,  finished  off  by  a treacher- 
ous policy  of  revolution  by  stages. 

We  fought  against  arguments  like:  this 
is  the  first  stage  of  the  revolution  which 
has  begun.  We  had  Workers  Power  say- 
ing. “It’s  an  anti-imperialist  united  front.” 
There  were  organizations  who  were  say- 
ing. "Khomeini  will  take  power  and  peo- 
ple will  know  how  bad  he  is.  They  will 
overthrow  him  and  after  that,  there  will 
be  us."  that  it  was  a mass  movement 
“even  if  Khomeini  is  here  it’s  not  so  bad. 
we’ll  be  right  behind."  etc.,  etc.  You  even 
had  leaders  of  different  organizations 
who  claimed  to  be  for  Trotskyism  and  the 
working  class,  but  who  were  going  into 
the  demonstrations  and  chanting  “Allah 
Akbar"  (god  is  great).  Leftist  women  were 
putting  the  veil  on  their  heads  to  go  into 
the  demonstrations  in  order  to  not  break 
the  unity  with  Khomeini. 

As  for  Lutte  Ouvrifere.  at  the  lime  they 
were  writing  polemics  against  the  abject 
lailism  of  the  Pabloites  vis-i-vis  the  mul- 
lahs. But  there  was  no  way  they  wanted 


opposition  and  the  occasional  hesitations 
of  the  repressive  apparatus  of  the  Shah 
in  order  to  agitate  around  democratic- 
revolutionary demands  and  on  the  totality 
of  its  class-struggle  program.  A vanguard 
Trotskyist  organization  would  also  seek 
to  break  the  base  of  the  left  groups,  prin- 
cipally the  Fedayeen,  from  Khomeini  by 
proposing  to  these  organizations  a series 
of  united-front  actions  against  the  Shah, 
actions  independent  of  the  movement  of 
the  mullahs  and  which  would  have  been 
politically  opposed  to  them.  We  tried  to 
intervene  as  a factor  with  our  ideas  and 
our  propaganda;  we  took  a side  in  the 
.struggle. 

The  first  key  moment  for  revolutionary 
intervention  was  (Khomeini  was  still  in 
France  at  the  time)  when  there  were  very 
important  strikes  of  the  working  class  in 
oil.  These  were  in  November  1978  and 
totally  paralyzed  the  economy  of  the 
country.  Khomeini  sent  a man  named 
Bazargan,  who  later  became  his  prime 
continued  on  page  12 
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shooting  at  each  other,  while  at  the  same 
time  they  were  silting  at  the  same  table  in 
their  international  discussions.  You  see. 
this  is  the  “United  Secretarial.”  There 
were  14  Pabloite  militants  who  were 
arrested  at  the  beginning  of  the  Islamic 
revolution.  They  wrote  an  open  letter  to 
Khomeini  calling  him  “great  leader  of 
the  revolution,  ayatollah  so-and-so,  we 
haven’t  done  anything,  let  us  go,  etc."  The 
Pabloites  did  not  wage  any  campaign  to 
free  their  own  comrades.  We  waged  a 
campaign. 

Some  years  later  1 saw  one  of  these 
former  Pabloites  who  had  been  in  prison 
and  who  got  out.  We  talked  and  1 asked 
him,  "But  how  could  you  have  written  a 
letter  like  that'.^"  1 said  to  him.  "I  have  a 
program  which  shows  you  that  integrity 
exists.”  He  said  to  me.  “Integrity  doesn’t 
exist.”  I think  that  this  is  really  sad.  He 
was  a youth.  This  is.  in  my  view,  a sig- 
nificant example  of  a layer  of  potential 
militants  who  were  crushed — crushed. 
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Immigrants... 

(continued  from  page  5) 

unorganised!  Cops,  prison  guards  and 
security  guards  out  of  the  unions!  For 
labour/immigrant  mobilisations  against 
fascist  attacks!  Jobs  for  all — For  a slid- 
ing scale  of  hours  at  no  loss  in  pay!  Ex- 
propriate the  bourgeoisie — For  a planned, 
socialist  economy  organised  internation- 
ally! In  every  country  where  we  exist,  the 
ICL  has  fought  to  expose  the  lie  of 
“national  unity”  between  workers  and 
bosses  and  to  rally  the  proletariat  in  class 
solidarity  with  immigrants  and  minori- 
ties. As  an  example  of  this  perspective, 
on  9 February  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay 
Area  our  American  comrades  mobilised 
a labour-based  united-front  rally  around 
the  slogans:  "Anti-Terrorist  Laws  Target 
Immigrants.  Blacks,  Labour — No  to  the 
USA-Patriot  Act  and  the  Maritime  Secu- 
rity Act!  Down  With  the  Anti-Immigrant 
Witchhunt!” 

There  are  important  developments  in 
Europe  that  point  the  way  to  a class- 
struggle  road  to  unite  the  proletariat  in 
defence  of  its  own  interests  against 
attacks  by  capital.  From  Turkish/Kurdish 
metal  workers  in  Germany  to  black  and 
Asian  transport  workers  in  London, 
immigrants  and  their  children  are  a key 
component  of  strategic,  unionised  sectors 
of  the  proletariat.  In  Italy  and  Germany, 
there  have  been  important  breaks  with  the 
narrow  economism  and  national  chauvin- 
ism pushed  by  the  trade-union  bureau- 
crats in  their  role  as  “labour  lieutenants  of 
capital.”  Thus  in  Italy,  the  CGIL  trade- 
union  federation  and  COBAS  have  called 
general  strikes  by  labour  and  immigrants 
against  the  Bossi/Fini  anti-immigrant  law 
and  also  against  the  Berlusconi  govern- 
ment’s attempt  to  make  the  labour  market 
"flexible"  for  increased  exploitation  by 
shredding  union  gains  won  through  sev- 
eral decades  of  hard-fought  battles!  In 
response  to  popular  outrage.  Rifondazi- 
one  Comunista  (RC)  is  now  obliged  to 
call  protests  calling  for  closing  down  the 
detention  centres  which  RC  itself  had  ear- 
lier voted  for  setting  up.  In  Berlin’s  Pots- 
damer  Platz  on  20  June,  a mass  picket  of 
German  construction  workers  spiked  an 
attempt  to  manipulate  Portuguese  immi- 
grants as  strikebreakers,  by  appealing  to 
them  to  fight  alongside  the  union  in  strug- 
gling for  the  rights  of  all  labour,  includ- 
ing foreign  workers.  As  the  Portuguese 
workers  applauded  and  refused  to  cross 
the  picket  line,  the  strikers  yelled,  “Long 


Iran  1979... 

(continued  from  page  II) 

minister,  to  tell  the  working  class:  go  on 
strike  if  you  want,  but  for  the  exterior,  not 
for  the  interior.  The  workers  responded, 
"We  didn’t  go  on  strike  for  Khomeini  and 
we  are  not  going  to  stop  for  Khomeini 
now.”  This  was  the  moment  to  intersect 
the  working  class  with  the  Bolshevik  pro- 
gram of  political  independence  of  the 
proletariat  and  to  win  the  vanguard  of 
workers  to  revolutionary  consciousness. 
Khomeini  sent  Bazargan  to  Iran  a second 
lime  and  then  those  who  were  leading  the 
working  class  broke  the  strike.  They  said 
that  it  was  necessary  to  be  united  with 
Khomeini. 

The  second  very  important  moment 
was  when  Khomeini  arrived  in  Teheran  in 
February  1979  and  there  were  some  lead- 
ers of  SAVAK  who  were  going  to  be  exe- 
cuted. This  was  the  moment  to  have  peo- 
ple s tribunals,  revolutionary  tribunals,  to 
judge  these  torturers.  So  what  happened? 
They  executed  two  or  three  obviously 
haled,  well-known  bigwigs  and  afterward 
they  put  the  SAVAK  back  in  place  with 
the  same  structure  under  the  name  of 
SAVAMMA.  It’s  thesameihing.  just  a lit- 
tle name  change.  And  that’s  where  the 
mullahs  consolidated  their  power. 

And  the  third  key  moment  was  in 
March  1979.  when  there  was  a mass  dem- 
onstration of  women  against  the  veil,  with 
a security  squad  of  Fedayeen.  There  were 
two  days  of  demonstrations.  The  first  day 
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live  international  solidarity!"This  shows, 
as  our  comrades  in  Germany  said  in  their 
leaflet  to  these  strikers.  "German,  foreign 
and  immigrant  workers  can  only  push 
forward  their  interests  together,  or  they 
will  be  beaten  back  separately." 

Advancement  along  this  class-struggle 
road  is  obstructed  by  reformists  and  trade- 
union  misleaders  who  deploy  strikes  not 
to  combat  capitalist  rule  but  as  pressure 
tactics  on  capitalist  politicians  to  whom 
they  are  ultimately  beholden.  Thus  the 
IG  Metall  strike,  which  united  German. 
Turkish  and  Kurdish  workers  in  struggle 
in  May,  was  called  off  by  the  SPD  (Social 
Democratic  Party]  union  tops  as  soon  as 
SPD  party  leader  Schroder  warned  that  a 
long  strike  would  cost  the  German  capi- 


talists money  (isn’t  that  the  point  of 
strikes,  to  hit  the  bosses  in  their  pocket- 
books?)  and  so  threaten  the  SPD’s  stand- 
ing in  upcoming  parliamentary  elections. 
Similarly.  Italy’s  Rifondazione  Comu- 
nista leader.  Bertinotti,  supports  strike 
action  against  the  Berlusconi  government 
explicitly  to  put  a centre-left  coalition 
back  in  power  to  better  manage  capitalist 
rule.  RC’s  left  wing,  the  "Proposia” 
group,  now  admits  that  RC  shares  respon- 
sibility for  anti-immigrant  laws  during  its 
support  to  the  Prodi  government,  but  their 
role  is  to  keep  leftist  militants  within  the 
fold  of  RC  reformism.  As  our  Italian 
comrades  have  noted  of  Proposta,  “Their 
perspective  is  not  to  build  a Leninist  van- 
guard parly  to  lead  the  workers  to  power, 
but  a ’left  pole’  that  puts  pressure  on  the 
reformist  leaders  and  contributes  to 


there  was  a physical  attack  by  the  mullahs 
against  the  demonstration.  There  was  real 
resistance.  The  second  day.  the  Fedayeen 
broke  up  the  demonstration,  because  they 
wouldn’t  break  the  unity  with  Khomeini. 
We  fought  to  break  this  reactionary  unity 
and  to  win  the  proletariat  to  a line  of  class 
independence. 

So  it  was  only  with  the  support  of  the 
left  that  the  mullahs  could  consolidate 
power.  And  immediately  afterward,  the 
mass  killings  began.  And  when  I say 
mass  killings,  I weigh  my  words.  Liter- 
ally thousands  of  leftist  militants  were 


bringing  them  back  to  the  helm  of  capital- 
ism” iSpariaco  No.  60.  May  2002). 

For  a Socialist  Fight  for  a 
Workers  Europe! 

The  rise  of  racist  demagogy,  govern- 
ment attacks  on  immigrants  and  the  threat 
of  fascist  terror  bands  can  only  be  eradi- 
cated through  a victorious  struggle 
against  the  capitalist  system.  This  per- 
spective is  the  fundamental  point  of 
departure  separating  the  ICL  from  all  of 
our  competitors  in  the  workers  move- 
ment. The  anarchist  milieu,  while  often 
admirably  audacious  in  militant  protests 
against  the  powers  that  be.  lacks  a pro- 
gramme to  effectively  combat  much  less 
replace  the  rule  of  capital.  At  bottom. 


their  worldview  is  that  of  streetfighting 
liberals:  pressure  politics  expressing  jus- 
tified outrage  outside  meetings  of  the 
capitalist  rulers,  rather  than  loathsome 
suit-and-tie  parliamentary  reformism.  It’s 
not  enough  to  protest,  it’s  necessary  to 
have  a perspective  to  fight  to  transform 
society,  to  topple  the  rapacious  imperial- 
ist system  and  create  a workers  state  as 
the  necessary  first  step  on  the  road  to  a 
global  classless  society.  The  former  Sta- 
linist parties  and  the  social  democrats 
long  ago  made  their  peace  with  capitalist 
rule;  indeed,  across  Europe  they  admin- 
istered it  and  augmented  the  attacks 
on  the  working  class  and  immigrants. 
Our  pseudo-Trotskyist  competitors  ped- 
dle their  wares  in  the  shadow  of  the  social 
democracy  because  their  aim  is  not  to 
forge  an  authentic  Leninist  parly  by  split- 


executed.  In  the  prisons  thousands  and 
thousands  of  national  minorities,  espe- 
cially Kurds,  were  massacred.  Thousands 
of  homosexuals,  of  women,  were  tortured 
and  assassinated. 

Khomeini  consolidated  his  power 
through  something  else:  the  war  with 
Iraq.  There  loo  we  have  a number  of  arti- 
cles that  we  wrote,  then  translated  into 
Farsi,  and  we  worked  with  a number  of 
Iranian  groups.  On  this  subject,  we  said 
“both  sides  are  reactionary,”  we  said  to 
the  workers.  "Turn  your  guns  against 
your  own  bourgeoisie."  “Down  with  the 


ling  the  proletarian  base  of  the  reformist 
parlies  from  their  pro-capitalist  lop.s  but 
to  pressure  these  misleaders. 

On  the  question  of  immigration, 
groups  like  Workers  Power  promote  the 
call  to  "open  the  borders"  It’s  a catchy 
slogan,  but  what  it  would  mean  for  "Third 
World”  countries  is  an  open  door  for 
imperialist  investors.  More  generally,  it  is 
a utopian  and  reactionary  demand  for  an 
egalitarian  world  within  the  framework  of 
capitalism.  It  is  retrograde  to  promote  the 
notion  that  somehow  capitali.sm  can  be 
made  rational  or  humane.  Unlike  groups 
such  as  Workers  Power,  which  spout 
rhetoric  against  racism  and  slogans  like 
“open  the  borders"  but  politically  support 
the  chauvinist  social  democrats,  we  seek 
urgently  to  mobilise  the  working  class  to 
take  up  the  fight  for  full  citizenship  rights 
for  all  who  manage  to  cross  the  borders 
and  to  drive  home  the  understanding  that 
the  source  of  exploitation  of  all  labour  is 
the  capitalist  system  of  production,  which 
Is  defended  to  the  bitter  end  by  the  capi- 
talist state.  Until  we  achieve  an  interna- 
tionally planned,  socialist  economy  based 
on  collectivised  property,  it  will  not  be 
possible  to  abolish  the  slate  or  national 
borders.  The  nation-state  is  the  basis  of 
the  organisation  of  the  capitalist  econ- 
omy. and  to  deny  that  is  to  capitulate  to 
muddle-headed  bourgeois  "democrats" 
As  Lenin  said  in  his  April  1917  speech  on 
the  national  question.  “What  does  'Down 
with  frontiers’  mean?  It  is  the  beginnim: 
of  anarchy....  Only  when  the  sociali.st 
revolution  has  become  a reality,  and  not  a 
method,  will  the  slogan  ‘Down  with  fron- 
tiers’ be  a correct  slogan." 

Against  capitalist  Fortress  Europe,  our 
perspective  is  the  fight  for  the  socialist 
United  States  of  Europe  as  a vital  step  in 
the  world  socialist  revolution.  The  neces- 
sary instruments  to  bring  the  working 
class  to  power  are  Leninist  parlies,  polit- 
ically guided  w ith  a programme  that  is 
proletarian,  revolutionary  and  interna- 
tionalist, We  fight  to  reforge  the  Fourth 
International  founded  by  Leon  Trotsky 
Despite  the  regression  in  political  con- 
sciousness today  and  the  huge  gulf  be- 
tween our  purpose  and  present  means,  it 
is  evident  that  there  is  no  shortage  of 
combativity  and  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
working  people,  oppressed  minorities  and 
youth  to  fight.  For  their  struggles  to  be 
successful  and  not  derailed  into  the  trap  of 
reformist  pressure  politics,  it  is  urgent  to 
construct  a revolutionary  leadership.  This 
is  what  the  sections  of  the  ICL  fight  for. 
nothing  other  and  nothing  less.  ■ 


mullahs,  down  with  the  colonels."  “Trans- 
form the  reactionary  war  into  civil  war" 
The  same  groups  which  at  least  were 
asking  questions  about  the  left’s  support 
to  Khomeini  nonetheless  began  to  sup- 
port their  own  bourgeoisie  against  Iraq, 
When  you  read  Lenin’s  Socialism  and 
War  (1915),  he  explains  the  link  between 
opportunism  and  social-chauvinism,  above 
all  in  limes  of  war.  That’s  how  it  was. 
with  different  arguments,  in  Iran.  In  spile 
of  Iran’s  failure  to  defeat  Iraq,  Khomeini 
completely  consolidated  his  power  in 
blood. 

A second  generation  of  potential  mili- 
tants was  wiped  out  in  this  war.  Imagine 
the  force,  the  potential  power  of  this 
smashed  working  class.  When  we  now 
see  that  the  defeat  of  the  proletariat  in 
Iran  was  a basis  for  reinforcing  the  pos- 
sibility of  counterrevolution  in  the  Soviet 
Union,  and  that  this  paved  the  way  for  the 
war  in  Afghanistan  today  and  the  hell  for 
women  there  for  20  years  under  the  muja- 
hedin supported  by  imperialism,  imagine 
the  contrary,  Imagine  for  a minute  that  if 
the  revolution  in  Iran  had  been  a proletar- 
ian revolution,  what  this  would  have 
meant  for  Afghanistan,  what  this  would 
have  meant  for  Si)viel  Central  Asia,  what 
this  would  havd  meant  for  the  ex-Soviet 
Union  as  such.  It  is  for  you  to  sec.  I hope 
that  it  was  clear,  that  defeats  are  not 
inevitable.  When  we  fight  it  is  possible  to 
win.  But  it  is  necessary  to  have  the  capac- 
ity to  swim  against  the  stream  and  to  be 
true  to  the  program  which  can  bring  the 
working  class  to  power.* 

WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Women  and  r 
Revolution^ 


ForlVorltSc 

Revolutidfr 
in  Iran! 


to  fOtomeW,  Utomun 


1 


Iran  anriiSPARTACISTl 
Permanent  " ■ 

Revolution 


, Spartacist  (Englis^Tiin;^) 

NO.  19,  Fall  1979,  $.50  (16  pages)  No.  33,  Spring  1982,  $.50  (24  piqes 
Make  checks  payeble/eiall  to:  Sparlacisl  Pub.  Co.,  Box  1377  GPO,  New  York.  NY^OMe 


Workers  Hammer 

London,  March  13:  British  Spartacus  Youth  Group  initiated  protest  at  School 
of  Oriental  and  African  Studies  against  Labour’s  "anti-terrorist”  laws  and  anti- 
immigrant  witchhunt. 


p;  Striking  German  Construction  Workers  Say: 

^^Long  Live  International  Solidarity!” 


In  a country  where  strikes  have  been  a 
pretty  rare  occurrence.  German  workers 
have  carried  out  two  major  strikes  in  less 
than  two  months.  In  May,  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  metal  workers  in  the  IG 
Metall  union — ethnic  Germans  along 
with  workers  of  Turkish,  Kurdish,  Greek 
and  Yugoslav  descent — staged  a series 
of  rolling  strikes  that  vividly  demon- 
strated the  power  of  that  integrated  work- 
force (see  “Germany:  Metal  Workers 
Strikes  Rattle  Government.”  WV  No.  782, 
31  May).  Late  last  month,  construction 
workers  in  the  IG  Bau  industrial  union 
staged  the  first  nationwide  strike  in  that 
industry  since  World  War  II.  The  week- 
long  strike,  which  ended  on  June  25, 
forced  the  building  trades  bosses  to  grant 
a 3.2  percent  pay  hike  with  a further  2.4 
percent  increase  effective  next  spring. 

Particularly  significant  was  that  the 
union  actively  reached  out  to  foreign- 
born  workers  and  sought  to  organize 
them  into  the  union.  This  is  all  the  more 
notable  in  the  context  of  the  racist  anti- 
immigrant hysteria  being  whipped  up 
by  the  Social  Democrats  (SPD).  who 
govern  the  country  in  coalition  with 
the  bourgeois  Greens.  SPD  chancellor 
Gerhard  Schroder  is  competing  with 
right-wing  Christian  Democratic  (CDU) 
candidate  Edmund  Stoiber  over  who  is 
hardest  on  “public  safety.”  a code  word 
for  racist  cop  terror  against  immigrants 
and  their  families. 

The  following  is  a translation  of  a 24 
June  leaflet  distributed  by  our  comrades 
of  the  Spartakist  Workers  Party  of  Ger- 
many (SpAD). 


SPARTAKIST 


Equal  pay  at  union  rates  for  all 
workers,  east  or  west,  foreign. 
Immigrant  or  German! 

Organize  the  unorganized! 

Police  out  of  the  DGB! 

Stop  the  fascists  through  worker/ 
immigrant  mobilizations! 

Racist  state  terror  of  SPD/PDS/ 
Greens  paves  the  way  for  Stoiber/ 
Schill/Mollemann! 

No  vote  to  SPD  or  PDS! 

For  a multiethnic  revolutionary 
workers  party! 

Berlin.  Polsdamer  Platz,  June  20: 
Over  200  striking  building  workers  had 
formed  an  effective  picket  line  in  front  of 
the  Beisheim  Center  construction  site 
when  private  cops  in  dark  suits  tried  to 
bring  a group  of  Portuguese  workers 
onto  the  struck  building  site.  There  was 
an  appeal  to  the  workers  over  the  mega- 
phone. in  German  and  Portuguese,  not  to 
let  themselves  be  misused  as  scabs.  An 
IG  Bau  representative  called  out  that  this 
strike  is  for  all  workers,  including  for 
better  pay  for  foreign  workers.  After  he 
called  for  support  to  the  strike,  the  Por- 
tuguese workers  applauded  and  refused 
to  go  onto  the  building  site.  The  striking 
building  workers  cheered  and  called  out. 
"Long  live  international  solidarity!”  This 
shows  that  what's  at  stake  here  is  a lot 
more  than  4.5  percent:  German,  foreign 
and  immigrant  workers  can  only  push 
forward  their  interests  together,  or  they 
will  be  beaten  back  separately. 

At  the  same  time,  30  workers  were 
arrested  during  the  general  strike  in  Spain 
while  European  Union  (EU)  govern- 
ment heads  were  meeting  in  Seville.  The 
German  capitalist  government,  led  by 
SPD  chancellor  Schroder,  was  in  the  front 
line  there  beefing  up  "Fortress  Europe 
agamst  immigrants.  We  Spartakists  said 
from  the  start  that  the  EU  is  an  imperial- 
ist trade  bloc  which  exists  to  better  repre- 


sent the  interests  of  the  exploiters  against 
the  working  class  and  oppressed.  We 
stand  for  a United  Socialist  States  of 
Europe.  Now  SPD  president  Rau  has 
signed  the  so-called  “immigration  law." 
whose  racist  regulations  include  prevent- 
ing 12-year-old  children  [from  non-EU 
countries)  from  living  with  their  parents. 
Against  this,  we  Spartakists  fight  for  full 
citizenship  rights  for  everyone  who  has 
made  it  here. 

In  the  building  strike,  the  foreign  work- 
ers have  been  subjected  to  enormous 


geois  nuclear  family  is  the  main  instru- 
ment for  the  oppression  of  women.  It  is 
precisely  the  women  and  children  of  eth- 
nic minorities  and  women  in  the  poorer 
east  [Germany)  who  are  most  affected  by 
these  .cuts.  For  free,  quality  childcare 
around  the  clock! 

Many  workers  say  to  us  that  the  PDS 
[Party  of  Democratic  Socialism)  moved 
“to  the  right"  when  it  entered  the  Berlin 
Senate.  However,  the  PDS  has  always 
made  clear  that  its  goal  is  to  be  allowed 
to  help  run  capitalism — only  “more 


Left:  IG  Bau  strike 
pickets  in  Munich. 
Below:  Union 
demonstrates  in 
Berlin  in  lead-up 
to  strike. 
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pressure.  The  threat  of  having  work  per- 
mits taken  away  or  of  being  deported 
is  a loaded  weapon  of  the  capitalist  state, 
affecting  foreign  and  immigrant  workers 
in  the  first  instance  but  directed  against 
all  workers.  If  it  is  to  defend  itself,  the 
whole  working  class  must  defend  its 
most  vulnerable  elements.  At  all  the 
building  sites,  the  cops  are  in  place  to 
protect  strikebreakers.  They  are  not  “fel- 
low workers.”  as  the  IG  Bau  leadership 
preaches,  but  the  armed  fist  of  the  bour- 
geois state,  which  exists  to  protect  the 
private  property  of  the  capitalist  class 
and  the  system  of  exploitation.  We  de- 
mand: Police  out  of  the  DGB  [trade- 
union  federation]!  The  IG  Bau  is  being 
threatened  by  the  bourgeois  courts  with  a 
fine  of  25().()00  euros  if  they  “impede" 
scabs.  To  be  beaten  back,  this  attack  by 
the  state  against  the  building  workers 
union  requires  the  solidarity  of  all  unions. 
Down  with  all  laws  against  unions  and 
against  the  right  to  strike! 

The  striking  building  workers  received 
solidarity  greetings  from  the  workers 
organized  in  ver.di  [public  employees 
union],  who  shut  down  day-care  centers 
in  a four-hour  strike  on  June  20.  They  are 
fighting  again.st  the  SPD/PDS  Berlin  Sen- 
ate [municipal  government|.  which  is  try- 
ing to  “clean  up”  the  bankrupt  city  for 
the  bourgeoisie  at  the  expense  of  the 
workers  and  oppressed.  The  privatiza- 
tion of  day  care  that  they're  railroad- 
ing through  means  closures  and  fee 
increases,  driving  working  women  out  of 
jobs  and  back  to  the  kitchen.  The  bour- 


socially ” But  the  capitalist  economic  sys- 
tem functions  to  maximize  profit.  The 
working  class  only  gets  what  it  struggles 
for.  We  Spartakists  fight  for  the  smash- 
ing of  the  capitalist  system  through  work- 
ers revolution,  so  that  those  who  produce 
the  wealth  also  rule.  For  an  interna- 
tional planned  economy!  Because  of  its 
planned  economy,  we  defended  the  DDR 
[East  Germany)  against  capitalist  coun- 
terrevolution in  1989-90  and  fought  for 
a proletarian  political  revolution  to  sweep 
away  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy.  The  PDS. 
formed  from  the  collapsing  Stalinist 
bureaucracy,  led  the  pro-communist 
workers  of  the  DDR  into  the  counterrev- 
olution. Since  then,  the  capitalist  class — 
not  least  in  the  building  industry — has 
been  trying  to  play  off  the  workers  of 
the  east  against  the  workers  of  the  west. 
And  workers  from  the  East  European 
countries  which  have  been  devastated  by 
counterrevolution  are  exploited  for  star- 
vation wages.  This  strike  can  be  a power- 
ful blow  against  this  attempt  to  divide  the 
working  class. 

In  the  Bundestag  [parliamentary]  elec- 
tions in  1998.  we  Spartakists  said:  No 
vote  for  SPD  or  PDS!  With  the  slogan 
"We  are  willing,”  the  SPD  promised  the 
capitalists  that  it  would  go  after  the 
unions  and  immigrants  and  that  it  would 
make  war.  Everything  we  warned  about 
has  happened.  Even  so.  the  bureaucracy 
that  runs  the  unions  is  for  the  SPD.  For 
instance,  in  May  the  IG  Metall  leadership 
obediently  ended  its  strike  action  after 
two  weeks  when  Schroder  made  it  clear 


that  a long  strike  could  cost  his  govern- 
ment a victory  in  the  Bundestag  elections 
in  September.  The  servile  politics  of  the 
union  bureaucracy  encourage  the  capital- 
ists to  launch  further  attacks — against  the 
building  workers  union  and  other  unions 
or,  as  now,  against  the  unemployed. 

The  coming  election  campaign  prom- 
ises to  be  viciously  racist  and  nationalist. 
The  SPD  is  competing  with  the  CDU 
and  FDP  [the  capitalist  Free  Democratic 
Party]  in  this.  And  the  PDS,  which  car- 
ries out  police  terror  and  deportations  in 
the  states  where  it  is  in  the  government, 
has  now  helped  the  SPD/Green  govern- 
ment push  through  the  immigration  law. 
While  the  slogan  of  many  pseudo-left 
groups,  like  Linksruck  or  Gruppe  Arbei- 
termacht  (Workers  Power — GAM),  dur- 
ing the  1997  building  workers  strike  was 
“Kohl  must  go”  in  order  to  persuade  the 
working  class  to  again  vote  for  the  SPD 
or  PDS  as  a “lesser  evil."  today  they're 
calling  to  “Stop  Stoiber”  or  “Stop  Schill” 
[the  ultrarighlist  top  cop  in  Hamburg). 
But  it  is  the  racist  politics  of  the  SPD 
and  PDS  that  pave  the  way  for  the  right. 
What  we  need  is  a multiethnic  revolu- 
tionary workers  party! 

On  May  31.  amid  the  loud  applause  of 

20.000  demonstrators.  IG  Bau  president 
Wiesehugel  proclaimed  the  slogan:  “For- 
eign co-workers  welcome!  Attack  dump- 
ing companies  [that  pay  sub-minimum 
wages)!”  It’s  good  that  the  leadership  of 
the  IG  Bau  is  saying  today  that  the 
dumping  wages  are  illegal  and  not  the 
workers,  but  in  1997  the  IG  Bau  leader- 
ship was  still  organizing  racist  raids  on 
building  sites,  together  with  the  cops. 
The  fatal  policies  of  the  bureaucracy, 
aimed  at  collaboration  with  the  capital- 
ist class,  haven't  changed,  and  that  was 
demonstrated  again  at  a rally  of  some 

2.000  building  workers  in  Hamburg  on 
June  24.  When  a representative  of  the 
building  industry  bosses  came  onto  the 
stage  at  the  invitation  of  the  union,  he 
launched  a vicious  tirade  against  “ille- 
gal" workers — until  the  assembled  work- 
ers shut  him  up  with  loud  booing  and 
shouts  of  “Liar!"  And  it's  only  recently 
that  the  IG  Bau.  under  pressure  from 
union  members,  threw  out  the  FDP 
industrialist  Mbilemann.  an  anti-Semitic 
demagogue.  The  fact  that  in  the  east  the 
union  needs  to  fight  for  its  very  sur- 
vival right  now  is  due  to  the  1997  sell- 
out, with  .settlements  imposing  wage 
cuts  for  east  and  west  and  “company-by- 
company agreements."  And  while  at  the 
moment  the  IG  Bau  union  wants  to  organ- 
ize foreign  workers,  their  president 
Wiesehugel  is  an  SPD  Bundestag  mem- 
ber and  voles  for  the  laws  which  are 
directed  against  these  workers  and  thus 
against  all  building  workers:  Rasterfahn- 
dung  [computerized  “racial  profiling"), 
the  immigration  law,  deployment  of  the 
Bundeswehr  [army],  etc. 

The  fight  for  full  ciiizen.ship  rights 
for  immigrants  and  again.st  deportations 
is  a fight  against  the  politics  of  the  SPD 
and  PDS.  So  it’s  not  surprising  that 
organizations  like  the  GAM.  which  is 
intervening  into  this  strike  with  its 
“Mobile  Solidarity  Committee,”  doesn't 
mention  the  question  of  the  fight  against 
racism  and  against  divisions  in  the  work- 
ing class — the  central  questions  of  this 
strike.  That  is  because  of  their  support 
to  the  SPD  and  PDS.  By  contrast,  the 
Spartakist  Workers  Parly  fights  to  break 
the  proletarian  ba.se  of  the  SPD  and  PDS 
from  the  pro-capitalist  leadership  of 
these  parties  and  to  win  them  to  the  com- 
munist program.  We  are  fighting  to  build 
an  international  revolutionary  workers 
party  to  sweep  away  once  and  for  all  the 
capitalist  system  of  exploitation,  racism 
and  war.l 


12  JULY  2002 
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From  Death  Row, 
This  Is  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 


Now  into  the  Twilight  Zone 


With  the  seizure  of  the  person  (one  can't  say 
■'arrest”  for  the  government  has  announced  it  has  no 
intention  of  prosecuting)  of  the  American  citizen 
alleged  to  have  been  planning  "dirty  bomb”  strikes 
against  U.S.  targets,  Abdullah  Al-Muhajir  (ne  Jose 
Padilla),  the  government  goes  down  a dark  and  long 
road,  the  destination  of  which  can  only  be — the  Twi- 
light Zone  (with  apologies  to  the  late  Rod  Serling). 

A charge,  under  Anglo-American  jurisprudence, 
is  only  a charge,  and  remains  so  only  until  a duly- 
constituted  selection  and  decision  of  one’s  peers — a 
jury,  decides  otherwise. 

This  is  the  boast  that  Americans  have  used  for  over 
two  centuries,  to  hold  their  noses  higher  than  the  rest 
of  the  allegedly  uncivilized  world,  as  an  expression  of 
their  trust  in  the  wisdom,  and  insight  of  the  average 
American  citizen,  to  decide  the  fate  of  their  fellows. 

Under  the  present  Bush  regime,  however,  there  is  a 
marked  perception  that  the  American  people,  and 
more  importantly,  the  institutions  erected  in  their 
name,  are  not  to  be  trusted. 

This  view  was  apparently  one  of  long  standing. 

Let  us  go  back,  back — way  back  to  the  days  of  the 
2000  elections  for  the  (electoral  college’s)  choice  of 
who  would  be  President  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, Do  you  remember  when  the  Republican  lawyers 
appealed  the  decision  of  the  Florida  Supreme  Court? 
It  was  not  merely  that  the  Bush-Cheney  government- 
in-exile  mistrusted  the  machinations  of  the  Florida 
Supreme  Court.  The  Court's  second  recount  order  did 


more  than  order  a selective  recount  In  certain  coun- 
ties— yes.  Florida's  Supremes  ordered  its  lower  circuit 
and  county  judiciary — essentially  trial  judges — to  do 
much  of  the  counting!  Therefore,  the  reversal  of  the 
order  of  the  Florida  Supreme  Court  did  far  more  than 
slap  the  faces  of  the  Supremes — it.  at  least  implicitly, 
suggested  that  the  circuit  court  judges  in  the  affected 
counties  were  not  to  be  trusted! 

Ever  since  the  promulgation  of  the  military  tribu- 
nals. which  had  no  tie-in  with  the  civil,  state  or  federal 
judiciary,  there  has  been  the  sense  that  the  Adminis- 
tration has  little  or  no  trust  in  the  nation's  judicial 
apparatus,  that  somehow  they  were  unable  or  perhaps 
unwilling  to  come  out  with  the  results  that  the  Bush 
Regime  would  approve  of. 

No  civil  courts,  no  judges,  and  no  juries — what 
does  this  say  about  how  much  the  Administration 
trusts,  not  only  people  in  other  branches  of  govern- 
ment. but  average  Americans  themselves? 

Not  much,  it  seems. 

If  these  same  types  of  things  were  happening  in. 
say.  Peru,  or  North  Korea,  or  Zimbabwe,  so-called 
human  rights  activists  would  be  baying  to  the  moon 
about  "shadow  government,"  "secret,  unreviewable 
tribunals,”  and  the  big  one — "the  lack  of  democracy.” 

But.  the  silence  is  deafening. 

The  right  has  so  cowed  what  passes  for  the  "left”  in 
America  that  they  bite  their  tongues  bloody,  to  prove 
they  are  "proud  Americans”  while  a de  facto  coup 
takes  shape  right  before  their  very  eyes. 


Secret  Tribunals.  Unlimited  detention.  Military  couas 
No  right  to  counsel  (such  as  it  is!),  Incommunicado. 

Is  this  Fujimori’s  Peru?  Is  this  Botha’s  South 
Africa? 

Is  this  government  by  the  people,  or  government 
by  fiat? 

This.  then,  is  the  real  consequences  of  the  sham 
democracy  that  is  America  at  the  beginning  of  the 
21st  Century.  Where  legislators  are  but  bagmen 
for  industry,  and  when  the  press  is  but  a wholly- 
owned  subsidiary  of  yet  another  big  busincs.s 
conglomerate. 

Fujimori  had  his  boogiemen — the  Sendero  Lumi- 
noso  (aka  "Shining  Path”)  to  whip  the  bourgeoisie 
into  lockstep  with  the  neo-fascist  narco-klepiocracy. 

Botha  had  his  boogiemen — the  African  National 
Congress  (and  the  PAC,  and  Biko,  and  AZAPO.  etc.) 
to  w'hip  the  white  bourgeoisie  into  lockstep  with  the 
Heirenvolk,  white-supremacist,  racist-fascist  miliiar> 
dictatorship. 

Bush  has  Al-Qaeda — a plastic,  ever-changing, 
shapeless  boogieman.  which  is  being  used  to  whip  the 
nation’s  bourgeoisie  into  an  unconstitutional  frenzy  of 
spycraft.  skullduggery,  and  unprecedented  federal 
intrusion  into  the  lives,  opinions,  and  beliefs  of  mil- 
lions of  Americans. 

Is  such-and-such  a thing  true?  Who  knows?  The 
government  said  it.  so...? 

We  arc  watching  the  very  erection  of  Papa  Bush's 
New  World  Order,  and  it  ain’t  pretty. 

What  are  you  going  to  do  about  it? 

12  June  2002 

Q2002  ^^ll^lia  Ahu-Junuit 

Send  urgently  needed  contributions  for  Muniia's 
legal  defense,  earmarked  "Mumia  Abu-Jamal.”  to: 
Humanitarian  Law  Project,  8124  W.  3rd  Street, 
Suite  105,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90048. 

If  you  wish  to  correspond  with  Jamal,  you  can 
write  to:  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  AM8335,  SCI  Greene. 
175  Progress  Drive,  Waynesburg,  PA  15370. 


Korea... 

(continued  from  page  2) 

remaining  deformed  workers  states — 
China.  North  Korea.  Vietnam  and  Cuba. 
Washington  demands  that  North  Korea 
abandon  development  of  long-range  mis- 
siles and  rails  against  its  supposed  plans 
to  build  nuclear  weapons.  The  U.S.. 
meanwhile,  is  proceeding  with  a "theater 
missile  defense  system”  whose  targets 
include  North  Korea  and  particularly 
China.  The  international  working  class 
must  defend  the  right  of  the  deformed 
workers  states  to  have  nuclear  weapons  to 
defend  them.selves  against  the  imperialist 
war  criminals.  Had  the  Soviet  Union  not 
possessed  a nuclear  arsenal  capable  of 
deterring  U.S.  imperialism,  there  would 
have  been  no  Cuban  Revolution,  no  Viet- 
namese Revolution,  and  China  and  Korea 
would  be  irradiated  rubble. 

Seizing  on  the  supposed  threat  posed 
by  China  and  North  Korea,  Japanese 
government  spokesmen  have  raised  the 
spectre  of  developing  a nuclear  arsenal. 
This  has  provoked  a predictable  uproar 
both  from  Japan’s  East  Asian  neighbors 
and  within  its  own  population,  whose 
ingrained  hostility  to  nuclear  weapons  is 
rooted  in  still-living  memories  of  the 
1945  incineration  of  Hiroshima  and  Na- 
gasaki by  American  A-bombs.  In  pursuit 
of  its  imperialist  ambitions  in  Asia,  the 
Japanese  government  has  been  rearming 
apace  in  recent  years,  and  right-wing 
prime  minister  Junichiro  Koizumi  came 
to  office  last  year  on  a program  of  open 
Japanese  militarism.  In  a powerful  act  of 
proletarian  opposition  to  this  renewed 
militarism,  dock  workers  in  the  port  of 
Sasebo  last  fall  refused  to  load  arma- 
ments and  military  supplies  onto  Japa- 
nese ships  headed  to  assist  the  U.S.-led 
war  of  terror  against  Afghanistan  (see 
"Japanese  Longshoremen  Refuse  to  Load 
Warships.”  WV  No.  770,  7 December 
2001). 

Imperialist  belligerence  toward  the 
North  has  all  but  capsized  the  "Sunshine 
Policy”  of  South  Korean  president  Kim 
Dae  Jung,  whose  attempts  at  "engaging” 
Pyongyang  were  aimed  at  undermining 
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the  deformed  workers  state  through 
capitalist  economic  penetration.  North 
Korean  leader  Kim  Jong  II  responded  to 
Seoul’.s  overtures  by  further  opening  up 
limited  areas  for  capitalist  investment. 
But  especially  following  June  29.  opposi- 
tion parties  in  the  South  are  echoing  the 
Bush  administration’s  tirades  against  the 
North.  Whatever  the  tactical  differences 
between  Kim  Dae  Jung  and  his  imperial- 
ist masters  in  Washington,  both  are 
guided  by  the  goal  of  capitali.si  counter- 
revolution in  North  Korea. 

The  cultist.  nepotistic  Stalinist  regime 
of  Kim  Jong  II.  who  succeeded  his  father 
Kim  II  Sung,  undermines  the  defense  of 
the  North  Korean  workers  state.  The 
bureaucracy’s  autarkic  notion  of  juche 
(self-reliance)  is  rooted  in  the  Stalinist 
lie  that  socialism— a classles.s,  egalitarian 
society  based  on  material  abundance- 
can  be  built  in  one  country,  or  even  half 
of  one.  This  nationalist  dogma  is  counter- 
posed  to  a perspective  for  international 
socialist  revolution,  and  particularly  to 
any  struggle  for  workers  revolution 
against  the  South  Korean  bourgeoisie. 
The  North  Korean  Stalinists  have  long 
called  for  "peaceful  reunification”  with 
the  South — a recipe  for  capitalist  reunifi- 
cation and  annexation  of  the  North  by  the 
Seoul  bourgeoisie. 

What  Is  crucially  needed  is  a Leninisi- 
Trotskyist  party  to  lead  the  struggle  for 
the  revolutionary  reunification  of  Korea 
—for  socialist  revolution  in  the  South 
and  workers  political  revolution  in  the 
North  to  oust  the  Stalinist  bureaucrats! 
The  fate  of  the  Korean  workers  North 
and  South  is  tied  up  with  that  of  the 
working  class  in  the  imperialist  centers, 
particularly  Japan  and  the  U.S.  The  crea- 
tion of  a revolutionary,  unified  Korea 
would  have  an  enormous  impact  on  the 
proletariat  of  Japan,  not  least  its  op- 
pressed Korean  minority.  In  turn,  social- 
ist revolution  in  Japan  would  put  the 
enormous  productive  resources  of  that 
country  at  the  disposal  of  the  working 
class  throughout  East  Asia,  layihg  the 
basis  for  a socialist  Asia.  Our  comrades 
of  the  Spartacist  Group  Japan  are  com- 
mitted to  the  struggle  to  forge  a Leninist 
vanguard  party  to  lead  the  fight  for  prole- 


tarian revolution  in  Japan.  For  our  part, 
the  Spartacist  League/U.S.  fights  to  build 
the  revolutionary  workers  party — part  of 
a reforged  Fourth  International— that  can 
lead  the  multiracial  proletariat  in  socialist 
revolution  to  sweep  away  rapacious  U.S. 
imperialism,  the  most  dangerous  force 
on  the  planet.! 

Long  Beach 
Anarchists... 

(continued  from  page  8) 

FBI  and  Secret  Service,  he  was  released 
only  to  be  rearrested  minutes  later  by  the 
Feds  under  the  sinister  Patriot  Act. 
Branded  a "terrorist”  in  the  courtroom. 
Austin  was  denied  bail  as  the  judge 
deemed  him  a "threat  to  the  community.” 
After  15  days  in  New  York  and  Okla- 
homa prisons,  Austin  was  released  and  all 
charges  were  dropped  due  to  lack  of 
evidence. 

The  threats  and  harassment  are  not 
limited  to  those  who  participated  in 
the  May  Day  protest.  The  Long  Beach 
Infoshoppe,  a bookstore  and  community 
center  in  part  set  up  by  Lament  and  Sher- 
man, has  been  under  surveillance  since  its 
opening  in  November.  Police  linger  out- 
side looking  to  hound  these  activists,  fol- 
lowing them,  ticketing  one  for  jaywalk- 
ing and  another  for  riding  a bicycle 
without  the  proper  license  and  issuing  a 
citation  for  spitting  on  the  sidewalk. 

This  systematic  campaign  of  harass- 
ment and  repression  occurs  in  the  context 
of  the  new  FBI  rules,  which  allow  the 
agency  to  infiltrate  political  and  religious 
groups,  conduct  surreptitious  break-ins  of 
homes  and  offices  and  seize  information 
without  a shred  of  evidence  of  any  crim- 
inal activity.  This  "anti-terror"  campaign 
IS  reminiscent  of  the  "Red  Scare”  repres- 
sion following  the  1917  Russian  Revolu- 
tion. which  found  resonance  in  the  Long 
Beach/San  Pedro  port  area.  In  1922.  the 
Industrial  Workers  of  the  World  (IWW) 
members  m Los  Angeles  were  rounded  up 
by  police  under  the  "criminal  syndicalism 
law.  This  repression  intensified  after 


IWW-led  efforts  to  organize  longsht>re 
and  maritime  workers  culminated  in  the 
1923  "Great  San  Pedro  Strike.”  Police 
began  throwing  50  men  at  a time  in  to  a 
single  jail  cell  without  ventilation,  beating 
many.  Those  who  protested  the  arrests  or 
attempted  to  distribute  political  literature 
were  rounded  up.  This  bloody  police 
repression,  along  with  the  hiring  of  thou- 
sands of  scabs,  overwhelmed  the  strikers 
and  drove  the  IWW  out  of  the  Los  Ange- 
les area.  At  the  time,  the  Los  Angela 
Times  wrote,  "The  challenge  to  ordered 
government  has  been  given,  and  it  must 
be  met. . . stockades  and  forced  labor  are  a 
good  remedy  for  IWW  terrorism.” 

Today,  the  Long  Beach  ports  are 
worked  by  thousands  of  members  of  the 
International  Longshore  and  Warehouse 
Union  (ILWU).  It  is  key  that  Long  Beach 
activists  understand  that  in  order  to  fight 
state  repression,  the  social  power  of  the 
working  class  must  be  mobilized.  If  the 
ILWU  workers,  who  are  under  the  gun  of 
the  same  capitalist  state,  had  a victorious 
strike  in  their  current  contract  battle,  it 
would  help  enormously  in  staying  the 
hand  of  the  state. 

On  February  9 in  Oakland,  the  Labor 
Black  League  for  Social  Defense  and 
the  Partisan  Defense  Committee  organ- 
ized a labor-centered  mobilization  in 
defense  of  immigrant  rights  and  against 
the  government’s  new  repressive  laws.  At 
the  core  of  the  protest  was  a contingent  of 
longshoremen.  As  we  wrote  in  IVY  No. 
783  (14  June),  "We  had  better  fight  for 
more  and  larger  such  mobilizations  in 
defense  of  our  rights  against  a govern- 
ment whose  equation  of  political  advo- 
cacy with  a criminal  terrorist  enterprise 
is  a license  to  kill,”  Political  differences 
notwithstanding,  we  uphold  the  time- 
honored  IWW  principle  that  an  injury  to 
one  is  an  injury  to  all  and  defend  the  Long 
Beach  activists  against  capitalist  state 
repression.  Drop  all  charges  against  Matt 
Lamont,  Maxwell  Lucas  and  Jeff  Hen- 
dricks! Free  the  May  Day  protesters! 
Hands  off  Sherman  Austin! 

Send  donations  for  legal  defense  to  the 
Long  Beach  Anarchist  Defense  Commit- 
tee at:  LBADC,  Box  146.  5710  E.  7th 
St..  Long  Beach.  CA  90803.  ■ 

WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Lies,  Damned  Lies  and 


Assisting  the  employers'  Pacific  Mari- 
time Association  (PMA)  in  going  after 
the  International  Longshore  and  Ware- 
house Union  (ILWU).  the  bourgeois 
media  rarely  fails  to  mention,  in  duly 
inflated  figures,  current  longshore  wages. 
Pacific  Business  News  (1  July)  put  start- 
ing yearly  wages  “in  the  $80,000”  range 
and  on  June  27  the  Associated  Press,  cit- 
ing the  maritime  association,  gave  a fig- 
ure of  $107,000  for  a full-time  worker. 

The  inclusion  of  these  figures  is  meant 
to  portray  longshoremen  as  overpaid  and 
thus  not  worthy  of  the  support  of  other 
workers,  while  downplaying  the  greed 
factor  of  the  cabal  of  import/export  con- 
cerns. shipping  line  magnates  and  cargo 
bosses  on  the  docks.  (Just  by  way  of 
comparison,  take  CSX  Corp..  the  inter- 
modal  shipping  and  transportation  con- 
cern. whose  CEO  raked  in  $18,085,060 
for  2001.) 

We  like  the  way  Wobbly  leader  “Big 
Bill"  Haywood  put  it:  “Nothing  is  too 
good  for  the  proletariat!”  Particularly  for 
black  workers  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay 
Area,  longshore  jobs  represent  the  only 
real  chance  many  have  of  escaping 
poverty.  But  we  feel  compelled  to  expose 
the  truth  behind  this  sleight  of  hand  by 
the  capitalist  media.  To  begin  with,  $80K 
a year  hardly  qualifies  as  luxurious,  espe- 
cially if  you’re  trying  to  feed  and  house  a 
family  in  L.A.  or  San  Francisco. 

Moreover,  the  number  who  receive 


anywhere  near  these  figures  is  pretty 
small.  In  its  2001  annual  report,  the  PMA 
shows  the  average  earnings  paid  to  an  A- 
man  as  $82,895  (down  over  $ 1 .0(X)  from 
the  year  before).  Those  registered  work- 
ers with  an  A rating  have  at  least  2000 
hours  of  work  logged,  which  includes 
only  55  percent  of  all  longshoremen.  A- 
men  get  first  chance  for  a job.  and  conse- 
quently work  the  skilled  jobs  and  shifts 
that  pay  a premium.  A typical  registered 
worker  with  a B rating,  which  in  the  San 
Francisco  area  at  the  moment  means 
approximately  three  years’  seniority,  gets 
$20.94  an  hour — about  what  a high  sen- 
iority professional  secretary  makes,  and 
significantly  less  than  a skilled  craft 
worker.  Paid  hours  for  longshore  casuals, 
non-registered  workers  who  get  last  pick, 
dropped  30  percent  from  2000  to  2001. 
We’ve  known  casual  workers  who  were 
forced  to  live  in  their  cars  in  the  union’s 
parking  lot.  A crucial  demand  in  this 
regard  is  for  equalizing  the  pay  for  equal 
work  at  the  highest  level,  and  for  a slid- 
ing scale  of  wages  and  hours  to  spread  the 
available  work  at  no  loss  in  pay. 

Then  there’s  the  fact  that  the  annual 
wages  bandied  about  by  the  press  aren’t 
based  on  a 40-hour  week.  At  a base  rate 
of  $27.68.  paid  to  the  highest  seniority 
workers,  the  yearly  salary  would  be 
$55,360.  In  order  to  make  the  money  they 
do.  A-men  often  work  10-hour  days,  six 
days  a week  (sometimes  double  shifts). 


Statistics 

typically  at  night  and  on  the  weekends,  to 
get  the  shift  differential  and  overtime  pay. 
A privileged  minority  of  skilled  equip- 
ment operators  work  as  “steady  men.” 
reporting  exclusively  to  a single  stevedor- 
ing company  and  earning  significantly 
more  than  longshoremen  working  out 
of  the  di.spatch  hall.  But  even  they  are 
often  forced  to  double  back  for  extra 
shifts  out  of  the  hall  in  order  to  make 
house  payments  and  send  their  children  to 
college.  For  most  A-men  an  income  even 
approaching  six  figures  comes  at  consid- 
erable physical  risk,  undertaken  in  the 
desperate  hope  of  being  able  to  accumu- 
late enough  money  to  keep  oneself  and 
one’s  family  going  after  age  and  inju- 
ries make  it  impossible  to  do  this  work 
at  all. 

And  it  is  the  injury  rate  that  tells  the 
real  story  here.  Hard  class  struggle  in  the 
1930s  won  workers  on  the  West  Coast 
waterfront  a modicum  of  control  over 
job  conditions  which  made  their  work 
qualitatively  safer,  but  those  gains  have 
been  under  attack  by  the  companies  ever 
since.  Injuries  and  accidents  increased 
significantly  with  containerization  in  the 
early  ’60s.  which  subsquently  pushed  the 
six-hour  shift  to  eight  while  simultane- 
ously speeding  up  the  loading  and 
unloading  process,  moving  much  heavier 
equipment  and  cargo  much  faster  around 
the  docks. 

The  PMA  indicates  that  414  lashers. 


377  semi-tractor  drivers.  239  holdmen 
and  227  ILWU  mechanics  (to  name  just 
the  most  dangerous  job  categories)  were 
injured  during  2001 — nearly  one  in  eight 
longshoremen.  There  were  over  24.000 
lost-time  injuries  in  longshore  and  harbor 
work  nationally  in  2000.  For  that  year, 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statislic.s  figures  give 
the  median  number  of  days  away  from 
work  due  to  injury  in  all  occupations  as 
six,  while  for  stevedores  it  was  29,  giving 
an  indication  of  the  seriousness  of  the 
injuries.  Seventeen  died  from  work  han- 
dling marine  cargo. 

These  statistics  on  job-related  casual- 
ties the  capitalists  and  their  media  mouth- 
pieces don’t  mention.  But  when  it  comes 
to  the  cops,  the  armed  thugs  of  the 
bosses'  stale,  we’re  positively  bombarded 
with  everything  from  facl.s  and  figures  on 
injuries  “in  the  line  of  duly”  to  the  text  of 
mayoral  speeches  and  pictures  of  griev- 
ing widows  at  police  funerals.  The  truth  of 
the  matter  is  that  it  is  a lot  riskier  to  hold 
down  an  industrial  job  than  to  terrorize 
the  ghetto  poor.  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
figures  for  15  selected  occupations  for 
1997  ranked  cops  next  to  the  bottom  in 
fatal  injuries  per  capita  on  the  job  {Com- 
pensation and  Working  Conditions,  Sum- 
mer 1999).  A total  of  151  cops  were 
killed  on  the  job  in  2000;  compare  that 
with  523  truckers.  You’re  ten  limes  more 
likely  to  die  if  you’re  a limber  cutter  than 
if  you’re  a cop! 

Our  answer  to  all  this?  A socialist  soci- 
ety in  which  managers  don't  earn  218 
limes  as  much  as  laborers,  production  is 
run  safely  for  the  needs  of  all,  and  power 
lies  in  the  hands  of  those  who  work. 


Longshore... 

(continued  from  page  16) 

Socialist  Organization  and  Workers  World 
Parly  enthused  over  how  inspiring  the 
more-pairiotic-than-thou  Oakland  rally 
was.  Some  from  the  News  & Letters 
group  piped  up  only  to  question  the  pres- 
ence of  Bustamante.  Unlike  these  groups 
which  pander  to  the  “progressive”  image 
of  the  ILWU  bureaucracy,  we  in  the  Spar- 
tacist  League  reject  the  “national  unity” 
patriotism  which  targets  immigrants  as 
the  first  victims  of  capitalist  exploitation 
and  oppression,  and  is  now  being  used 
against  the  organized  workers  move- 
ment itself.  As  we  have  written  in  our 
press  and  argued  for  in  discussions  with 
longshoremen,  the  ILWU  must  lake  up 
the  fight  for  union  rights  and  union-scale 
wages  for  port  truckers,  and  for  full  citi- 
zenship rights  for  all  immigrants. 

On  February  9,  the  Labor  Black 
League  for  Social  Defense  and  Parti- 
san Defense  Committee  initialed  a labor- 
centered  united-front  protest  in  down- 
town Oakland  that  broke  through  the 
post-September  11  "national  unity”  strait- 
jacket.  With  longshoremen  at  its  core, 
the  rally  was  directed  against  the  anti- 
immigrant  witchhunt,  opposing  both  the 
USA-Patriot  Act  and  the  Maritime  Secur- 
ity Act.  The  protest  gave  a taste  of  labor’s 
power  when  organized  under  its  own  ban- 
ners. independent  of  the  capitalist  state 
and  its  political  parties. 

Bureaucratic  Chauvinism  vs. 
International  Class  Struggle 

In  order  to  fight,  you  must  understand 
who  are  your  friends  and  who  are  your 
enemies.  Workers  and  capitalists  do  not 
have  common  national  interests;  to  the 
contrary,  their  interests  are  irreconcilably 
counterposed.  The  state  does  not  float 
above  all  class  conflicts  as  some  neutral 
arbiter.  Rather,  it  acts  as  the  executive 
committee  of  the  capitalists,  wielding 
armed  force — police,  courts,  prisons, 
army— to  maintain  their  class  rule  and 
increase  their  profits. 

The  Democrats  no  less  than  the  Repub- 
licans have  used  the  horrible  attack  on  the 
World  Trade  Center  in  order  to  pursue 


U.S.  imperialist  aims  abroad  and  crack 
down  on  the  working  class  at  home.  At 
the  end  of  June.  Ted  Kennedy  and  seven 
other  Democratic  Senators  wrote  Bush 
asking  him  not  to  intervene  in  the  ongo- 
ing port  negotiations.  Forty-five  House 
Democrats  wrote  both  the  PMA  and 
ILWU  urging  them  to  bargain  in  “good 
faith.”  While  this  is  portrayed  as  a signal 
of  their  support  for  labor,  these  capitalist 
politicians  intervene  only  to  head  off  the 
union  from  exercising  its  social  power 
against  the  bosses.  In  his  remarks  to  a 
strike  support  meeting  in  San  Francisco 
on  July  2.  ILWU  Local  10  president  Rich- 
ard Mead  inadvertently  captured  the  dan- 
ger to  the  ranks  of  the  bureaucracy’s 
fealty  to  the  Democratic  Party:  the  fact 
that  the  Democrats  had  signed  on  to 
oppose  government  intervention  in  the 
negotiations.  Mead  said,  meant  that  the 
union  “couldn’t  just  raise  hell”  in  order  to 
retain  their  support. 

Partaking  of  the  outlook  of  the  capital- 
ists, the  union  bureaucracy  with  its  chau- 
vinism projects  an  alliance  with  the  ene- 
mies of  the  working  class  in  the  U.S. 
against  class  brothers  and  sisters  abroad. 
Thus  the  union  lops  indulged  in  an  orgy 
of  anti-Asian  bigotry  and  "buy  Ameri- 
can” protectionism  at  the  June  27  rallies. 
At  the  Los  Angeles  rally.  Ponce  de  Leon 
hailed,  “Red  White  and  Blue.  ILWU!"  A 
leaflet  issued  by  Local  13  on  June  26 
and  handed  out  at  the  rally  ranted: 

"Due  to  a global  market,  foreign  capital  is 
what  dictates  the  course  of  the  PMA  em- 
ployer group  against  American  workers. 
"True  and  loyal  Americans  must  wonder 
where  the  profits  go  from  these  compa- 
nies. Are  the  Amencan  tax  dollars  spent 
on  increasing  profits  for  third  world 
countries...?’’ 

In  Oakland.  Teamsters  head  Jimmy 
Hoffa  Jr.  likewise  referred  to  the  bureau- 
crats’ anti-Chinese  mobilization  at  the 
1999  Seattle  anti-WTO  protests  and 
denounced  “shipping  jobs  out  of  Amer- 
ica” to  China  and  the  “Third  World.  ’ 
This  national  chauvinism  stands  directly 
in  the  way  of  organizing  together  with 
the  superexploited  workers  of  the  “Third 
World”  against  the  U.S.  capitalists  who 
go  offshore  to  increase  their  profits. 
Longshore  workers'  natural  allies  are 
their  fellow  workers  of  every  ethnic 
group  and  nationality— from  immigrant 


port  truckers  to  the  workers  everywhere 
in  the  world  who  make  the  goods  the 
ILWU  handles.  It  is  in  the  direct  inter- 
est of  U.S.  workers  to  support  the  work- 
ers of  Asia  and  elsewhere  by  using  their 
union  power  independently  of  Wall  Street 
and  Washington.  The  labor  movement 
should  be  mobilizing  to  defend  the  Chi- 
nese workers  state  from  capitalist  restora- 
tion. Despite  its  bureaucratic  deformities. 
China  embodies  the  gains  of  the  1949 
Revolution  which  ripped  the  country 
away  from  the  imperialist  powers  and  the 
Chinese  warlords  and  capitalists. 

There  is  nowhere  that  the  common 
interests  of  the  international  working 
class  are  clearer  than  on  the  docks,  the 
portals  into  the  world  capitalist  market. 
Dock  workers  internationally  are  all  fac- 
ing similar  attacks.  An  International 
Transport  Workers  Federation  (ITF)  cir- 
cular dated  17  June  details  European 
Commission  plans  for  a “liberalisation” 
package,  paralleling  attacks  in  the  U.S.. 
that  will  bypass  local  dock  workers  alto- 
gether, introducing  "self  handling”  of  all 
cargo  by  the  low-wage,  non-union  sea- 
men on  the  ships.  The  ITF  circular 
describes  the  powerful  electronic  freight- 
tracking  technology  in  rapidly  increasing 
use  around  the  world  which  is  at  the  heart 
of  the  PMA’s  demands  for  concessions  by 
the  ILWU.  Moreover,  specially  trained 
U.S.  customs  agents  are  to  be  stationed  in 
20  international  ports  with  the  freedom  to 
perform  pre-emptive  checks  on  the  man- 
ifests of  containers  before  they  leave  port; 
agents  are  already  on  their  way  to  three 
major  ports  in  Europe. 

On  June  14,  10,000  port  workers  took 
part  in  protests  across  Europe  against  the 
European  Union’s  planned  port  deregula- 
tion law.  In  Hamburg,  our  comrades  of 
the  Spartakist  Workers  Party  of  Germany 
mobilized  youth  to  support  the  dock 
workers  and  argue  for  our  program  of 
class-struggle  mobilization.  Dock  work- 
ers applauded  our  contingent  and  enthu- 
siastically entered  into  discussions  on 
our  perspective  for  workers  revolution. 

For  a Revolutionary  Workers 
Party— Fight  for  a Workers 
Government! 

Everyone  knows  that  the  highly  devel- 
oped electronic  freight-tracking  technol- 


ogy being  introduced  today  in  ports 
around  the  world  can  eliminate  enormous 
amounts  of  work.  But  as  long  as  it  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  capitalist  shippers,  shipping 
lines  and  terminal  and  port  operators, 
they  will  use  it  to  increase  their  profits  at 
the  expense  of  the  workers,  because  the 
capitalist  system  of  production  for  profit 
dictates  that  they  do  so.  It  is  the  same  in 
other  areas  of  transport,  in  manufacturing 
and  distribution. 

If  the  capitalists  are  incapable  of  run- 
ning a high-tech  economy  without  creat- 
ing mass  misery  and  gaping  social  ineq- 
uity. let  the  workers  take  over  the 
ownership  of  the  whole  of  industry  and 
run  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  work- 
ing population  under  proletarian  democ- 
racy. The  ports  are  engaged  in  interlock- 
ing international  trade  in  a market  that 
has  virtually  penetrated  every  corner  of 
the  globe  since  the  middle  of  the  I9th 
century.  It  will  take  rational  international 
planning  to  clean  up  the  mess  that  capi- 
talism has  made  of  the  planet.  That  is  the 
perspective  we  fight  for.  to  rebuild  soci- 
ety on  the  principles  of  international 
socialism. 

To  do  this,  it  is  necessary  to  wage  a 
political  struggle  within  the  unions  to 
forge  a new,  class-struggle  leadership. 
Even  the  most  “progressive”  union  lead- 
ership limited  to  a consciousness  based 
on  trade-union  struggle  cannot  go  beyond 
the  fight  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
workers  within  capitalist  society.  What  is 
needed  is  to  do  away  with  the  entire  rot- 
ting system  of  capitalist  exploitation  and 
oppression.  For  this,  labor  needs  a party 
of  its  own.  one  that  is  firmly  based  on  the 
program  of  international  workers  revolu- 
tion with  a membership  that  is  imbued 
with  communist  consciousness.  Like  the 
party  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky  that  led  the 
1917  Russian  Revolution  to  victory,  it 
must  be  built  by  the  fusion  of  the  most 
politically  conscious  militants  in  the 
unions  with  intellectuals  who  have  strug- 
gled to  carry  forward  that  program.  The 
Spartacist  League  has  set  for  itself  the 
task  of  building  that  party  to  secure  the 
interests  of  the  working  class  as  a whole 
through  new  Octobers.  We  urge  thought- 
ful workers  seeking  the  path  forward  for 
the  working  class  to  read  and  discuss 
with  us.B 
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Government  Uses  National  Security” 
to  Threaten  Longshoremen 

ILWU:  Union  Gains  Under  the  Gun 


June  27:  As  West  Coast  shipping  bosses  take  aim  at  ILWU  union  hiring  hall, 
longshore  workers  rally  in  Oakland. 


National  Chauvinism: 
Poison  to  Class  Struggle 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  July  7— Workers 
internationally  are  watching  the  Interna- 
tional Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union 
(ILWU),  whose  contract  expired  on  July 
1.  The  10,500  West  Coast  longshoremen 
have  the  power  to  beat  back  the  threat- 
ened attacks  by  the  terminal  operators 
and  cargo  distributors  represented  by  the 
Pacific  Maritime  Association  (PMA). 
Faced  with  the  prospect  of  a strike  which 
would  bring  an  immediate  halt  to  the 
movement  of  cargo  worth  $260  billion  a 
year,  the  Bush  administration  went  into 
high  gear  on  behalf  of  the  employers. 
The  While  House  announced  it  was  mon- 
itoring contract  talks,  “encouraging  the 
parties  to  reach  an  agreement.”  with  the 
implicit  threat  of  presidential  interven- 
tion to  stop  any  strike  action. 

Far  more  menacing  is  the  unprece- 
dented involvement  of  Tom  Ridge, 
presiding  over  the  broad  attacks  on  dem- 
ocratic rights  dubbed  “Homeland  Secur- 
ity.” who  called  ILWU  International  pres- 
ident Jim  Spinosa  as  early  as  mid  June, 
“warning  him  that  a strike  could  threaten 
national  security”  {ABC  News,  27  June). 
Since  then  both  Ridge  and  Secretary  of 
Defense  Donald  Rumsfeld  have  been  on 
the  phone  to  Spinosa  regularly. 

These  efforts  to  strong-arm  the  ILWU 
bureaucracy  come  just  weeks  after  the 
House  passed  an  even  more  draconian 
version  of  the  Senate’s  maritime  security 
bill  that  is  intended  to  purge  the  water- 
front workforce.  The  House  bill  includes 
the  vast  expansion  of  the  Coast  Guard 
and  criminal  background  checks  of  all 
port  workers. 

Under  the  watchword  of  defending  the 
“national  interest,”  these  sinister  moves 
are  aimed  straight  at  the  heart  of  the 
working  class.  This  was  aptly  summed 
up  by  Alexander  Cockburn  writing  online 
on  June  27.  “As  so  often  throughout  the 
twentieth  century,  national  security  is 
being  used  to  justify  strike-breaking. 


invocation  of  the  Taft-Hartley  Act  and 
declarations  of  national  emergency  to 
shut  down  labor  activism  and  if  necessary 
throw  labor  organizers  in  jail."  The 
"national  interest”  is  the  class  interest  of 
the  bourgeoisie,  not  the  workers! 

Union  Tops  Salute  “National 
Security”  and  the  Democrats 

It  could  not  be  clearer  that  longshore- 
men must  be  mobilized  in  action  to  beat 
back  these  attacks.  Instead  the  ILWU 
leadership  has  mobilized  the  rank  and  file 
to  salute  the  flag,  abjectly  reassuring  the 
capitalist  rulers  that  the  last  thing  they 
want  is  class  struggle.  Looking  to  the  cap- 
italist Democratic  Party  to  pressure  the 
While  House  and  spewing  protectionist 
poison,  the  union  lops  have  adopted  a 
policy  that  chains  labor  to  its  class  ene- 
mies and  prevents  the  union  from  bring- 
ing its  enormous  social  power  to  bear. 

The  union  misleaders  are  giving  up  the 
union's  chief  weapon,  the  power  to  strike, 
emboldening  the  capitalists  and  ulti- 
mately demoralizing  the  workers.  Steve 
Stallone,  ILWU  communications  direc- 
tor, told  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle  (28 
June).  “It  would  take  weeks  to  authorize 


a strike,  and  no  one  has  even  made  a 
move  in  that  direction....  No  strike  is 
being  planned.”  The  union  agreed  to 
extend  the  current  contract  on  a day-to- 
day  basis,  which  keeps  the  no-strike  pro- 
vision in  effect  and  gives  the  PMA  "more 
leverage  to  respond  to  possible  job 
actions  by  dock  workers,”  as  the  Journal 
of  Commeive  (2  July)  was  quick  to  note. 

Spinosa  & Co.  closed  ranks  behind 
the  “war  on  terror"  last  fall,  when  they 
endorsed  the  call  for  increased  security 
on  the  waterfront  and  proposed  that  long- 
shoremen be  its  guardians.  The  ILWU 
International  has  offered  up  the  over- 
whelmingly immigrant  port  truckers, 
vituperating  that  “unknown  truck  drivers 
are  being  allowed  free  access  to  our  work 
environment"  (see  “Bosses  Target  Dock 
Workers,”  WV  No.  769,  23  November 
2001).  Much  has  been  made  of  the  tri- 
partite alliance  between  the  ILWU.  the 
International  Longshoremen’s  Associa- 
tion (ILA)  and  the  Teamsters,  which 
claims  that  it  is  organizing  50,000  port 
truckers.  But  port  truckers  in  California 
report  little  evidence  of  an  organizing 
drive,  and  the  People's  Weekly  World  (22 
June)  reports  that  the  ILWU  and  ILA 


"claim  jurisdiction"  over  trucking  within 
and  between  port  terminals — which  sounds 
a lot  like  kicking  the  current  non-union 
drivers  out  of  their  jobs.  Using  port  truck- 
ers as  a scapegoat,  the  bureaucracy  is 
playing  on  ethnic  divisions  among  water- 
front workers  and  effectively  diverting 
the  ranks’  anger  away  from  its  own  refu- 
sal to  defend  the  membership. 

In  the  Bay  Area,  ILWU  Local  10  mem- 
bers are  rightly  proud  that  the  old  Wobbly 
slogan  "An  injury  to  one  is  an  injury  to 
all"  is  emblazoned  on  their  union  banner. 
But  these  words  fly  in  the  face  of  the 
national  chauvinist  outlook  and  actions  of 
the  longshore  tops.  Rallies  called  up  and 
down  the  coast  on  June  27  were  saturated 
with  “America  first”  chauvinism.  In 
L. A. /Long  Beach.  Local  13  president 
Ramon  Ponce  de  Leon  Jr.,  flanked  by  the 
American  and  California  flags,  opened 
the  rally  with  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance. 
The  couple  of  thousand  unionists  there 
split  on  the  issue,  some  joining  in  and 
some  remaining  silent. 

In  Oakland,  the  ILWU  put  Democratic 
lieutenant  governor  Cruz  Bustamante  for- 
ward to  lead  the  heavily  black  and  tradi- 
tionally militant  union  ranks  in  the  Pledge 
of  Allegiance.  Black  workers  remember 
all  loo  well  that  in  February  last  year,  in 
a speech  for  Black  History  Month.  Busta- 
mante referred  to  the  “National  N-  --r 
American  Labor  Council”  (only  one  of 
the  vile  public  slurs — against  homosexu- 
als. Mexican  immigrants.  Asians — he  has 
made).  His  remarks  provoked  a quarter  of 
those  at  the  annual  awards  dinner  of  the 
Coalition  of  Black  Trade  Unionists  to 
walk  out.  This  entirely  fitting  representa- 
tive of  the  Democratic  Party,  which  is 
dedicated  to  preserving  racist  capitalist 
rule,  is  hailed  by  the  union  lops  as  a 
"friend  of  labor.”  Providing  a platform  for 
this  racist,  anti-immigrant  capitalist  poli- 
tician is  precisely  the  opposite  of  what  is 
needed:  a class-struggle  fight  to  defend 
black  and  immigrant  rights,  which  go 
hand  in  hand. 

At  a July  2 meeting  of  the  "ILWU  Strike 
Support  Committee”  in  the  San  Fran- 
cisco area,  members  of  the  International 

continued  on  page  15 


A big  part  of  the  bosses’  “national  unity”  cru- 
sade has  been  to  paint  the  racist,  .strikebreaking 
cops  as  "heroes.”  The  videotaped  police  torture  of 
16-year-old  Donovan  Jackson  in  Inglewood.  Cal- 
ifornia on  July  6 is  a brutal  reminder  to  any  who 
needed  it  how  big  a lie  that  is.  Returning  to  his 
car  after  paying  a gas  station  bill,  the  black  youth 
was  jumped  by  two  cops  who  were  questioning 
his  father  about  expired  license  plates.  One  of  the 
cops  dragged  Jackson,  who  has  learning  and 
speech  difficulties,  by  his  necklace,  slammed  his 
head  against  the  police  car  and  punched  him  in 
the  face.  Jackson’s  “only  crime."  his  lawyer  said 


later,  “was  paying  for  gas  at  the  wrong  time  on 
the  wrong  day.” 

Drawn  by  the  screams  of  horrified  onlookers,  a 
nearby  motel  resident  started  filming  the  attack. 
This  tape,  like  the  one  of  the  1991  LAPD  beating 
of  black  motorist  Rondey  King,  shows  what  hap- 
pens all  the  time  in  the  country’s  ghettos  and  bar- 
rios. One  black  woman  told  TV  reporters,  “It’s  an 
atrocity.  It's  bad  enough  that  we  have  to  be  afraid 
of  terrorists  in  other  countries,  let  alone  have  this 
kind  of  reaction  in  our  own  country.”  It  is  the  cops 
who  are  the  "stale-sponsored  terrorists”  black 
Latino  and  working  people  have  to  fear  most. 


Police  Terror  U.S.A. 
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Feds  Shred  Constitutional  Rights 


Big  Brother  on  the  Loose 


With  the  cases  of  John  Walker  Lindh, 
Zacarias  Moussaoui,  Yasser  Esam  Hamdi. 
Abdullah  al-MuhaJir  (Jose  Padilla)  and 
the  thousands  detained  at  Guantanamo, 
the  government  seeks  to  institutionalize 
in  the  American  “justice”  system  norms 
regularly  associated  with  the  right-wing 
dictatorships  they  prop  up  around  the 
world.  The  prosecution  and/or  treatment 
of  these  prisoners  raises  fundamental 
questions  of  democratic  rights  relating  to 
everything  from  government  secrecy, 
right  to  elfcctive  counsel,  preventive 
detentions,  military  tribunals  and  the 
rights  of  prisoners  of  war.  The  govern- 
ment is  also  using  these  cases  to  bolster 
thought-crime  conspiracy  laws,  whose 
victims  are  prosecuted  on  the  basis  of 
political  views  and  associations  rather 
than  any  actions  they've  carried  out.  His- 
torically. these  laws  have  been  used  to 
imprison  countless  union  militants,  fight- 
ers for  black  rights,  leftists  and  anyone 
the  government  perceives  to  be  an  enemy. 

The  government  has  been  able  to  rum 
through  its  new  laws  and  executive  orders 
by  pushing  the  illusion  that  they  were 
intended  for  a specific  small  and  vulner- 
able sector  of  the  population — immi- 
grants from  Muslim  countries.  But  now 
American  citizens  Lindh.  Hamdi  and 
Muhajir  have  all  been  rounded  up  and 
face  decades  in  prison  with  no  shred  of 


evidence  that  they  committed  any  crimes. 
Though  citizens.  Hamdi  and  Muhajir 
have  been  denied  access  to  an  attorney 
and  bail  and  have  had  no  charges  filed 
against  them  which  they  can  combat  in  a 
court  of  law.  And  if  the  government  gets 
its  way,  they — and  many  more  to  fol- 
low— will  be  held  indefinitely.  The  New 
York  Times  (16  July)  noted  that  the  treat- 
ment of  Hamdi  and  Muhajir  suggests 
“that  the  government  may  now  view  ordi- 
nary trials  as  more  trouble  than  they  are 
worth.” 

As  we  pointed  out  last  winter.  "The 
purpose  of  the  new  measures  is  to  revive 
and  deepen  the  broad-ranging  repression 
and  intimidation  (hat  marked  the  Cold 
War  McCarthyite  witchhunt  of  50  years 
ago.  The  aim  today  as  then  is  to  coerce 
the  entire  population  into  ideological 
conformity,  with  the  government  wield- 
ing the  spectre  of  seemingly  pervasive 
'Islamic  terrorism'  as  a surrogate  for 
Communism"  (“Anti-Terror  Law:  Shred- 
ding Your  Rights.”  WV  No.  770,  7 De- 
cember 2001).  The  American  population 
is  now  told  to  accept  repression  of  their 
rights  as  the  norm  for  an  endless  “war  on 
terror." 

Were  it  not  so  pernicious,  (his  ideolog- 
ical onslaught  would  be  comical — in  an 
insane  kind  of  way.  Anti-drug  television 
commercials  have  portrayed  teenagers 


smoking  a joint  as  abetting  international 
terrorism.  Last  week  Cincinnati  Reds  gen- 
eral manager  Jim  Bowden  went  after  the 
Players’  Association,  declaring  that  if 
baseball  players  do  go  on  strike,  "make 
sure  it’s  Sept.  1 1”  because  it  would  be  like 
flying  "the  plane  right  into  the  building”! 

The  administration’s  plans  have  not 
slid  through  without  opposition.  A num- 
ber of  courts  have  directed  the 
Immigration  and  Naturaliza- 
tion Service  to  open  hearings  to 
the  public.  On  August  2,  fed- 
eral court  judge  Gladys  Kessler 
ordered  the  government  to 
finally  reveal  the  names  of 
those  rounded  up  in  the  post- 
9/il  dragnets,  citing  a court 
decision  from  the  1960s  that 
“secret  arrests  are  ‘a  concept 
odious  to  a democratic  soci- 
ety’.” The  government  plans  to 
appeal  Judge  Kessler’s  ruling, 
hysterically  declaring  that  her 
ruling  “increases  the  risk  of 
future  terrorist  threats  to  our 
nation." 

Behind  the  "anti-terror” 
witchhunt  is  the  bourgeoisie’s 
need  to  stifle  any  dissent  as  it 
pursues  its  ambitions  for  world 
domination.  Writing  in  “The 
Evil  That  Lurks  in  the  Enemy 
Within.”  Richard  Gid  Powers 
cites  columnist  Andrew  Sulli- 
van’s ominous  characterization 
of  leftist  opposition  to  the  gov- 
ernment’s “anti-terror”  drive: 
"The  decadent  left  in  its  en- 
claves on  the  coasts  is  not  dead 
— and  may  well  mount  what 
amounts  to  a Fifth  Column”  {New  York 
Times,  16  June).  Across  the  country  acti- 
vists protesting  Israel’s  devastation  of  the 
West  Bank  and  Gaza  Strip  have  been  bru- 
tally beaten  and  arrested. 

It  is  absolutely  vital  for  the  labor 
movement  to  fight  against  the  govern- 
ment’s wholesale  attacks  on  democratic 
rights.  The  laws  and  directives  that  today 
mainly  target  immigrants  will  ultimately 
be  used  to  target  black  people  and  the 
whole  working  class.  Under  the  USA- 
Patriot  Act.  striking  postal  workers  who 
mobilize  to  stop  or  disable  a scab  truck 
could  be  charged  as  “terrorists."  Last 
December’s  jailing  of  over  200  striking 
New  Jersey  teachers,  whose  spokesman 
was  vilified  as  "the  representative  of  the 
Taliban,"  is  an  example  of  how  the  gov- 
ernment plans  to  deal  with  labor  strug- 
gle. Even  before  the  July  1 expiration 
date  of  the  West  Coast  ILWU  longshore 
contract  with  the  shipping  bosses.  Home- 
land Security  chief  Tom  Ridge  issued  an 
ominous  warning  to  ILWU  International 
president  Jim  Spinosa  that  “a  strike 
would  be  bad  for  the  national  interest." 

As  sinister  as  the  new  "anti-terror" 
measures  are.  what  the  government  is 
actually  able  to  get  away  with  will  be 
determined  by  the  level  of  social  strug- 
gle. What  is  crucial  is  to  mobilize  labor’s 
continued  on  page  10 
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The  fervor  with  which  Arthur  Ander- 
.scn  and  Enron  executives  took  to  shred- 
ding evidence  of  their  corporate  plunder 
is  nothing  compared  to  that  with  which 
their  buddies  in  the  Bush  administration 
have  been  .shredding  the  Bill  of  Right.s  in 
the  aftermath  of  September  1 1.  Starting 
with  the  roundup  and  secret  detentions  of 
some  1,200  immigrants  of  Muslim  back- 
ground, Bush  and  Attorney 
General  John  Ashcroft  rammed 
through  the  draconian  USA- 
Pairiol  Act  authorizing  wide- 
spread wiretapping,  surveil- 
lance and  break-ins  on  the  basis 
of  political  advocacy;  imple- 
mented new  FBI  guidelines  re- 
viving the  Feds’  deadly  COIN- 
TELPRO  campaign  of  surveil- 
lance. intimidation,  disruption 
and  frame-up;  ordered  military 
tribunals  for  non-citizens  des- 
ignated by  Washington  as  “ter- 
rorists" and  a slew  of  other 
repressive  measures. 

The  government’s  "war  on 
terror"  is  in  fact  a war  on  dem- 
ocratic and  legal  rights  which 
date  back  centuries  in  English 
and  American  law.  Among 
those  on  the  chopping  block  are 
the  right  to  a jury  trial  and 
habeas  corpus  challenges  to 
unlawful  imprisonment,  both 
of  which  have  long  been  hailed 
as  crowning  achievements  of 
Western  democracy.  According 
to  the  government,  anybody 
Bush  designates  as  an  “enemy 
combatant”  can  be  thrown  into 
a military  prison  with  no  legal 
recourse — the  Bush  administration  no 
longer  sees  any  need  to  even  concoct  a 
frame-up  prosecution.  If  the  government 
labels  you  a "terrorist”  it  means  you’re  an 
outlaw  to  whom  they  can  do  anything 
they  want. 

Under  Bush  and  Ashcroft,  all  those 
caught  in  the  government’s  “anti-terror" 
dragnet  embark  on  a Kafkaesque  journey 
into  Alice  in  Wonderland  where  the  only 
rule  is  that  there  are  no  rules.  The  most 
recent  twist  is  Ashcroft’s  new  “turn  in 
your  neighbor"  plan  called  TIPS  (Terror- 
ism Information  and  Prevention  System), 
where  he  and  Bush  seek  to  mobilize  over 
a million  American  workers  to  become 
snitches  in  the  name  of  promoting 
"homeland  security."  Meanwhile,  Con- 
gress is  expected  to  soon  pass  the  Home- 
land Security  Act,  creating  a massive 
federal  agency  to  coordinate  the  govern- 
ment's police-state  designs.  Just  in  case 
this  isn’t  enough,  the  Pentagon  is  openly 
ruminating  about  eliminating  the  posse 
comitatus  law  restricting  the  use  of  the 
military  within  the  United  States. 
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janer/snaps  inaia 

Brooklyn  protest  against  secret  detention  of  Immigrants,  part  of  Bush/Ashcroft’s  domestic  "war 
on  terror."  Witchhunt  of  Near  Eastern  and  South  Asian  immigrants  is  spearhead  of  attacks  on 
democratic  rights  of  entire  population. 


Black  Democrats  Smother  Outrage 


LOS  ANGELES— The  July  6 videotaped 
beating  of  black  teenager  Donovan 
Jackson-Chavis  by  Inglewood  cop  Jer- 
emy Morse  has  once  again  brought  to  the 
fore  the  everyday  reality  of  cop  terror. 
Hearing  the  agonized  screams  of  several 
onlookers.  Mitchell  Crooks  began  tilming 
the  assault  from  a motel  across  the  street. 
Even  before  the  camera  started  rolling. 
Jackson-Chavis.  a special  education  stu- 
dent with  learning  and  speech  disabilities, 
had  been  brutally  attacked  by  Inglewood 
cops  and  L.A.  County  Sheriffs  who  were 
questioning  his  father  about  expired  reg- 
istration tags.  Jackson-Chavis  was  struck 
repeatedly  on  the  face,  head  and  eyes, 
body-slammed  to  the  ground,  maliciously 
choked  with  a silver  chain  he  was  wear- 
ing and  rendered  unconscious.  His  father. 
Coby  Chavis,  handcuffed  in  the  back 
of  a patrol  car.  watched  helplessly.  As 
Jackson-Chavis*  lawyer.  Joe  Hopkins, 
commented:  "They  basically  tried  to 


lung  him  right  there.. .had  the  chain  not 
broken,  we  might  be  looking  at  a death.” 
At  least  one  of  the  cops  involved  called 
Jackson-Chavis  a “n — r." 

Crooks*  video  captured  Morse  lifting 
the  limp,  unconscious  body  of  the  hand- 
cuffed youth  off  the  ground,  viciously 
slamming  his  head  onto  the  trunk  of  a 
police  car  and  punching  him  in  the  face. 
Crooks  had  the  good  sense  to  turn  over 
his  videotape  to  the  media  rather  than  let- 
ting it  get  into  the  hands  of  the  cops.  But 
for  exposing  the  criminal  cop  attack  on 
Jackson-Chavis.  the  capitalist  “justice” 
system  rewarded  Crooks  by  hauling  him 
off  to  jail.  Sending  an  ominous  message 
of  intimidation,  L.A.  County  District 
Attorney  Steve  Cooley  deployed  a squad 
of  undercover  agents  on  July  1 1 to  arrest 
Crooks  as  he  was  coming  out  of  an  inter- 
view at  a CNN  studio  on  petty  warrants 
dating  from  1999.  While  Crooks  sits  in 
jail,  cop  Jeremy  Morse,  who  has  a long 


Capitalist  Democracy: 

Tool  of  Exploitation 

In  a 1919  speech.  Bolshevik  revolutionary 
leader  V.  /.  Lenin  exposed  the  notion  that 
the  capitalist  state,  even  in  its  most  "dem- 
ocratic" form,  could  be  anything  but  an 
instrument  of  organized  violence  for  enforc- 
ing the  rule  of  the  bourgeoisie  over  the 
working  class  and  oppressed.  Lenin  argued 
that  only  under  the  dictatorship  of  the  pro- 
letariat, which  was  inaugurated  in  Soviet 
Russia  by  the  1917  October  Revolution, 
would  the  state  serve  the  interests  of  the  working  masses  and  lay  the  basis  for  a truly 
egalitarian  communist  society. 


TROTSKY 


LENIN 


Every  state  in  which  private  ownership  of  the  land  and  means  of  production  exists,  in 
which  capital  dominates,  however  democratic  it  may  be,  is  a capitalist  state,  a machine 
used  by  the  capitalists  to  keep  the  working  class  and  the  poor  peasants  in  subjection; 
while  universal  suffrage,  a Constituent  Assembly,  a parliament  are  merely  a form,  a 
sort  of  promissory  note,  which  does  not  change  the  real  state  of  affairs. 

The  forms  of  domination  of  the  state  may  vary:  capital  manifests  its  power  in  one 
way  where  one  form  exists,  and  in  another  way  where  another  form  exists — but  essen- 
tially the  power  is  in  the  hands  of  capital,  whether  there  are  voting  qualifications  or 
some  other  rights  or  not.  or  whether  the  republic  is  a democratic  one  or  not — in  fact,  the 
more  democratic  it  is  the  cruder  and  more  cynical  is  the  rule  of  capitalism.  One  of  the 
most  democratic  republics  in  the  world  Is  the  United  States  of  America,  yet  nowhere 
(and  those  who  have  been  there  since  1905  probably  know  it)  Is  the  power  of  capital, 
the  power  of  a handful  of  multimillionaires  over  the  whole  of  society,  so  crude  and  so 
openly  corrupt  as  in  America.  Once  capital  exists,  it  dominates  the  whole  of  society, 
and  no  democratic  republic,  no  franchise  can  change  its  nature  ... 

This  machine  called  the  state,  before  which  people  bowed  in  superstitious  awe. 
believing  the  old  tales  that  it  means  popular  rule,  tales  which  the  proletariat  declares  to 
be  a bourgeois  lie — this  machine  the  proletariat  will  smash.  So  far  we  have  deprived  the 
capitalists  of  this  machine  and  have  taken  it  over.  We  shall  use  this  machine,  or  blud- 
geon. to  destroy  all  exploitation.  And  when  the  possibility  of  exploitation  no  longer 
exists  anywhere  in  the  world,  when  there  are  no  longer  owners  of  land  and  owners  of 
factories,  and  when  there  is  no  longer  a situation  in  which  some  gorge  while  others 
starve,  only  when  the  possibility  of  this  no  longer  exists  shall  we  consign  this  machine 
to  the  scrap-heap.  Then  there  will  be  no  state  and  no  exploitation. 

— V.  I.  Lenin.  "The  Slate”  (July  1919) 
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list  of  other  complaints  of  misconduct 
and  brutality — including  beating  another 
black  man.  Neilson  Williams,  into  a coma 
in  late  June — sits  at  home  on  paid  leave! 
Free  Mitchell  Crooks  now! 

One  of  the  signs  at  a proie.sl  in  Ingle- 
wood following  the  beating  aptly  de- 
clared: "This  Happens  Everyday  in  L.A.” 
From  Riverside  to  Compton,  from  Cali- 
fornia to  New  York,  the  cops*  job  is  to 
"serve  and  protect**  the  interests  of  the 
racist  rulers,  from  terrorizing  the  ghettos 
and  barrios  to  busting  up  picket  lines.  The 
police,  like  the  prisons  and  courts,  are  at 
the  core  of  the  capitalist  stale,  which  is  an 
instrument  of  organized  violence  whose 
purpose  is  to  maintain  the  rule  of  the  cap- 
italist exploiters. 

Beware  Democratic  Party 
Hustlers! 

No  sooner  was  the  video  of  Jackson- 
Chavis’  beating  all  over  the  news  than 
comparisons  were  made  to  the  infamous 
Rodney  King  beating  by  the  LAPD  in 
199!.  The  public  fury  generated  by  that 
sadistic  attack  and  the  acquittal  of  the 
racist  cops  touched  off  the  1992  multi- 
racial L.A.  upheaval,  the  largest  ever  in 
the  U.S..  which  pul  into  the  spotlight  the 
widespread  anger  and  discontent  that  lies 
at  the  base  of  American  society.  In  the 
ten  years  since,  with  the  elimination  of 
millions  of  industrial  jobs  and  the  biparti- 
san drive  to  destroy  the  minimal  social 
"safety  net”  that  existed,  the  conditions 
of  life  in  the  U.S.  have  only  continued  to 


get  worse  for  working  people  and  the 
oppressed.  There  is  a lot  of  social  tinder 
out  there  that  the  racist  rulers  are  very 
aware  of  and  rightfully  fear  could  spark 
a social  conflagration.  That  Attorney 
General  John  Ashcroft,  an  open  admirer 
of  the  Confederacy,  immediately  dis- 
patched  a federal  investigation  team  over 
the  Jackson-Chavis  beating  provides  a 
palpable  measure  of  just  how  fearful  the 
ruling  class  was  of  another  upheaval. 

Immediately  following  the  airing  of  the 
video,  prominent  black  politicos  shifted 
into  overdrive  to  show  that  “this  time  it’s 
different,”  attempting  again  to  co-opt  and 
channel  the  deep  anger  at  the  Inglewood 
beating  into  dead-end  reforms  of  the 
police  and  electoral  support  for  the  capi- 
talist Democratic  Party.  Black  Demo- 
cratic Congresswoman  Maxine  Waters, 
whose  district  includes  Inglewood,  imme- 
diately called  for  indictments  of  the  cops 
involved  in  the  beating  and  launched  the 
appeal  for  Ashcroft  to  intervene  with  a 
full  investigation. 

A July  20  Inglewood  Town  Hall  meet- 
ing ”To  Stop  Police  Brutality"  that  drew 
over  300  people  presented  a panoply 
of  black  elected  officials  and  “commu- 
nity leaders.”  This  ranged  from  Ingle- 
wood's black  mayor.  Roosevelt  Dorn,  and 
Congresswoman  Diane  Watson  to  Tony 
Muhammad  from  the  Nation  of  Islam 
and  Michael  Zinzun,  a leader  of  the  Co- 
alition Against  Police  Abuse  (CAPA). 
Watson  announced  that  the  Congressional 
continued  on  page  8 


Inglewood  cop 
brutalization 
of  Donovan 
Jackson-Chavis: 
“standard 
operating 
procedure”  in 
racist  rulers' 
war  against 
black  youth. 


Spartacist'^^  Forums 

South  Africa  Torn  by  AIDS  Crisis 

Workers  Struggle  Against 
ANC  Neo-Apartheid  Rule 


CHICAGO 


Saturday,  Sept.  7,  5 p.m. 

University  of  Illinois 
Circle  Center,  room  505 
750  S.  Halsted 

For  more  information:  (312)  563-0441 
email;  spartacist(g»iname.com 


TORONTO 


Saturday,  Sept.  14,  6:30  p.m. 
International  Student  Centre.  U of  T 
33  St.  George  St.  (north  of  College) 
For  more  information  contact  the 
Trotskyist  League/Ugue  Irotskyste 
(416)  593-4138 
email:  spartcan(§>on. aibn.com 


Defend  the  Gains  of  the  1949  Revolution! 

Workers’  Protests  Shake  China 

Forge  a Leninist-Trotskyist  Party! 


Thursday,  Sept.  19,  6 p.m. 
University  of  British  Columbia 
Room  21 2A.  SUB 


VANCOUVER 


For  more  information:  (604)  687-0353 
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ILWU  Threatened  by 
'^National  Unity”  Crusade 


Break  with  the  Democrats — 
For  Independent  Workers  Action! 


SAN  FRANCISCO.  August  5 — As  they 
enter  the  fourth  month  of  negotiations 
for  a new  contract.  West  Coast  longshore- 
men face  the  combined  onslaught  of 
the  employers’  Pacific  Maritime  Associa- 
tion (PMA)  and  the  Bush  administration, 
which  wants  labor  compliance  on  the 
docks  so  that  it  can  wage  its  "war  on  ter- 
ror" against  the  world's  working  people 
without  disruption.  Today's  Los  Angeles 
Times  ominously  reports: 

"According  to  a member  of  the  union’s 
negoiiuiing  team,  the  administration 
threatened  to  force  members  to  work  if  a 
strike  were  called  by  invoking  the  Taft- 
Hartley  Act.  Other  options  mentioned 
included  running  the  ports  with  U.S. 
Navy  personnel,  moving  to  break  up  the 
union's  coast-wide  bargaining  unit  or 
backing  legislation  that  would  restrict 
the  union’s  ability  to  call  a strike." 

Citing  a Labor  Department  official,  the 
article  states  that  what  has  propelled 
these  "options’’  is  “the  context  of  a 
job  action  occurring  during  wartime." 
This  means  outright  government  union- 
busting,  threatening  to  break  up  the  pow- 
erful ILWU  and  intimidating  the  entire 
union  movement.  And  it  comes  squarely 
in  the  context  of  U.S.  imperialism's  drive 
toward  war  against  Iraq,  the  latest  target 
in  the  “war  on  terror." 

ILWU  spokesman  Steve  Stallone  got  it 
right  when  he  said.  "The  Bush  adminis- 
tration is  using  the  9-1 1 scare  as  a way 
to  try  and  take  away  union  rights  and 
come  after  ILWU.  because  we  are  one  of 
the  stronger  unions  in  the  country"  {Con- 
tra Costa  Times,  26  July).  But  what  has 
characterized  the  public  stance  of  the 
ILWU  leadership  is  the  refusal  to  take 
any  action  that  might  be  interpreted  as 
putting  up  a fight  against  the  employers. 

In  mid-July,  the  union  offered  to  give 
up  630  clerks’  jobs  outright,  but  even 
this  was  rejected  by  the  PMA.  which  is 
determined  to  gain  all  control  of  work 
on  the  waterfront.  The  ILWU’s  Web  site 
(25  July)  tellingly  bemoaned  that  "the 
employer’s  response  to  the  ILWU  tech- 
nology proposal  was  exceptionally  disap- 
pointing considering  it  included  the  most 
extensive  job  concession  package  since 
the  historic  1962  M&M  (Mechanization 
and  Modernization)  Agreement  that  saw 
massive  manning  cuts  due  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  shipping  container"  In  late 
July,  the  ILWU  Coast  Caucus  empowered 
union  negotiators  to  call  a strike  vote, 
but  Stallone  rushed  to  explain  that  union 
negotiators  are  "not  interested  in  calling 
for  it  immediately....  We  can  just  sit  on 
this  right  now"  (Associated  Press.  26 
July). 

At  the  same  time  that  it’s  on  its  knees 
before  the  PMA.  the  ILWU  leadership 
pursues  the  utterly  futile  strategy  of  lob- 
bying the  capitalist  Democratic  Parly. 
A July  26  issue  of  Longshore  Bulletin, 
published  by  ILWU  Local  10  in  the 
Bay  Area,  devoted  a third  of  the  text 
to  appeals  for  donations  to  the  political 
action  fund  "to  enable  us  to  have  a larger 
influence  in  state  and  national  politics.” 
Worries  are  being  stirred  up  among  the 
longshoremen  that  the  Bush  government 
will  destroy  the  ILWU  the  way  Reagan 
did  the  PATCO  air  traffic  controllers  union. 
The  combination  of  the  ILWU  leader- 
ship’s fear  and  capitulation  is  beginning  to 
frustrate  and  discourage  the  union  mem- 
bership, Workers  Vanguard  salesmen  are 
encountering  workers  who  say  that  since 
there  is  a Republican  in  the  While  House, 
the  union  dare  not  wage  a strike. 

9 AUGUST  2002 


But  fundamentally,  it  doesn’t  matter 
which  party  is  in  power;  the  Democrats 
as  much  as  the  Republicans  rule  on  behalf 
of  the  bosses.  The  capitalist  government 
intervenes  to  try  to  stop  any  serious  class 
struggle — protecting  the  profits  of  the 
capitalists  against  the  working  class  is 
its  job.  The  trade-union  bureaucracy  has 
poured  millions  into  the  Democrats'  cof- 
fers and  rounded  up  a lot  of  votes  for 
them  over  the  years.  In  return,  the  Demo- 
crats have  kicked  workers  in  the  teeth  just 
like  the  Republicans;  the  difference  is  the 
Democrat  wears  a friendly  smile  on  his 
face. 

Democratic  president  Bill  Clinton 
invoked  the  Railway  Labor  Act.  which 
restricts  strikes  in  the  transport  industry, 
against  American  Airlines  pilots  in  1997. 
Democratic  president  Jimmy  Carter  drew 
up  the  plans  to  break  PATCO  and  milita- 
rize the  airports  a year  and  a half  before 
Reagan  launched  the  attack  on  the  union 
in  1981.  Carter  also  invoked  Tafi-Harley 
against  the  coal  miners  during  the  Great 
Miners  Strike  of  1977-78.  But  the  miners 
fought  back:  they  shut  down  the  non- 
union mines  and  dumped  scab  coal  on 
the  highways,  making  the  legislation  so 
much  scrap  paper.  A popular  expression 
at  the  lime  was  "Taft  can  mine  it.  Hartley 


San  Francisco: 
ILWU  rally  outside 
Pacific  Maritime 
Association 
headquarters, 
July  24.  Bush 
administration 
threatens  anti-strike 
intervention  in 
name  of  "national 
interest." 


an  aggressively  hostile  government,  the 
longshoremen  are  indeed  in  a tough  posi- 
tion. But  it  ^.ilse  to  think  that  if  you  just 
keep  your  head  down,  they’ll  leave  you 
alone.  There’s  no  hope  if  the  union  sur- 
renders its  power  in  advance.  Every  con- 


If 


UMWA  miners  defied  Democratic  president  Jimmy  Carter’s 
injunction  during  1977-78  national  coal  strike. 


Pat  Oliptiant 

Taft-Hartley 


can  haul  it"  In  this  way.  the  miners  were 
able  to  block  the  mine  operators’  union- 
busting. 

The  destruction  of  PATCO  was  pre- 
pared by  the  AFL-CIO  lops’  refusal  to 
organize  strike  action  by  the  union's 
allies — Teamsters,  machinists  and  pilots 
— to  shut  down  the  airports.  Instead,  the 
AFL-CIO  pushed  a toothless  consumer 
boycott,  asking  the  public  not  to  fly.  The 
ILWU  is  now  pursuing  a similar  course. 
A report  in  the  Journal  of  Commerce  (26 
July)  states  that  a group  called  "Friends 
of  Labor."  which  says  it’s  affiliated  with 
the  ILWU.  has  been  asking  Home  Depot 
customers  in  the  Los  Angeles  port  of  San 
Pedro  to  sign  letters  threatening  to  boy- 
cott the  store  if  it  doesn’t  pull  out  of  the 
West  Coast  Waterfront  Coalition  of  large 
retailers  that’s  backing  the  PMA.  This  is 
u diversion  from  the  union’s  source  of 
pQvver — the  ability  to  withhold  labor  and 
therefore  slop  the  flow  of  money  into  the 
pockets  of  the  ruling  class. 

This  is  not  a narrow  question  of  union 
tactics  but  the  broader  political  perspec- 
tive from  which  such  tactics  flow.  In  the 
midst  of  an  economic  recession  and  with 


cession  won  by  the  workers  look  hard 
struggle  against  the  bosses  and  their  gov- 
ernment. A prerequisite  is  to  remove  the 
roadblocks  to  class  struggle,  beginning 
by  waging  a political  fight  against  the 


Macor/SF  Chronicle 

present  labor  leadership,  which  sees  the 
world  through  the  same  lens  as  the  ruling 
class  and  whose  purpose  is  to  ensure  the 
subordination  of  the  workers  to  the 
"national  interests"  of  the  enemy  class. 

The  ILWU  tops  start  from  the  premise 
that  the  working  class  has  a vested  inter- 
est in  defending  American  capitalism. 
The  Los  Angeles  Times  article  reports 
that  when  the  Labor  Department  de- 
clared that  the  government  "will  use  any 
means  necessary"  against  the  union  to 
supply  troops  in  the  field,  "the  implica- 
tion angered  union  officials,  who  said 
they  never  have  held  up  military  ship- 
ments.” On  the  "home  front."  the  ILWU 
International  has  already  made  the  over- 
whelmingly immigrant  port  truckers  a 
"national  security"  issue  in  Congress, 
complaining  that  they  are  being  allowed 
free  access  to  the  docks,  and  has  claimed 
jurisdiction  over  trucking  within  and  be- 
tween the  ports.  Embracing  the  bloody 
aims  of  U.S.  imperialism  against  workers 
around  the  world  necessarily  cuts  across 
the  international  solidarity  of  the  other 
natural  allies  of  the  longshoremen  in  any 
strike,  dockers  in  other  countries  who 
have  a history  of  refusing  to  load  and 
unload  scab  cargo. 

A number  of  groups  that  call  them- 
selves socialist,  including  the  Interna- 
tional Socialist  Organization  (ISO)  and 
Workers  World  Party,  have  organized 

continued  on  page  8 
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IG:  Simple-Minded  Lies 
and  Simple-Minded  Liars 


In  the  aftermath  of  the  recent  French 
presidential  elections,  in  which  the  big 
gains  scored  by  Le  Pen’s  fascist  National 
Front  (FN)  in  the  first  round  were  trans- 
lated into  a landslide  victory  for  conser- 
vative president  Jacques  Chirac  in  the 
second  round,  the  Internationalist  Group 
(IG)  issued  a rapid-fire  series  of  Internet 
communiques.  Under  headlines  such  as 
the  8 June  “How  ICL  Turns  French  Fa.s- 
cists  Into  Ballot  Box  Rightists,”  they 
excoriated  the  putative  “passive  propa- 
gandism”  and  “defeatist”  politics  of  our 
international  organization,  the  Interna- 
tional Communist  League.  To  bolster 
such  contentions  the  IG  marshaled  an 
array  of  lies  that  are  as  cynical  as  they  are 


leaflet  warning;  “Beware  of  false  advertis- 
ing! LO’s  opposition  to  class  collabora- 
tion is  emptied  of  all  content  by  its  capit- 
ulation to  the  racist  security  campaign, 
which  is  a crucial  mechanism  in  France 
for  tying  the  workers  to  their  own  bour- 
geoisie." This  was  run  in  WV  No.  782  (3 1 
May)  under  the  headline:  "Why  We  Still 
Don’t  Call  for  a Vote  to  Lutte  Ouvriere." 

Why  the  IG  Lies 

The  IG’s  lies  are  so  transparent  that 
any  idiot  who  can  read — and  not  even 
whole  articles  but  just  headlines — would 
know  it.  So  what  is  their  purpose? 


from  any  Marxist  vantage  point.  When 
lying  was  no  longer  sufficient  to  silence 
political  opposition,  Stalin  brought  down 
the  fist  of  violence.  Writing  at  the  time 
of  the  grotesque  Moscow  frame-up  trials 
of  historic  Bolshevik  leaders.  Leon  Trot- 
sky observed  in  his  1937  foreword  to  the 
American  edition  of  The  Stalin  School  of 
Falsification:  “The  preparation  of  the 
bloody  judicial  frame-ups  had  its  incep- 
tion in  the  ‘minor’  historical  distortions 
and  ‘innocent’  falsification  of  citations." 

With  his  liny  handful  of  followers,  IG 
supremo  Norden  is  hardly  in  a position 
to  emulate  Stalin  (though  he  has  been 


its  call  “for  the  most  combative  sectors  of 
the  proletariat  to  actively  oppose  and 
even  disrupt — i.e.,  to  boycott — the  run- 
off ‘election’.”  With  a wave  of  the  hand, 
the  IG  simply  disappears  the  obstacles  to 
mobilizing  the  proletariat  posed  by  the 
workers’  existing  misleadership.  Here  is 
a measure  of  the  desperation,  and  cyni- 
cism. of  a grouplet  that  has  severed  con- 
tact with  social  reality  and  abandoned  any 
perspective  of  intervening  in  the  existing 
working  class  with  the  purpose  of  win- 
ning its  advanced  elements  to  revolution- 
ary consciousness. 

But  the  IG  could  find  a market  for  its 


bald-faced. 

Take  the  following,  for  example.  In 
“Ballot  Box  Rightists.”  the  IG  fulminates 
against  a “spate  of  articles  in  the  Sparta- 
ci.st  League’s  paper  Workers  Vanguard 
insisting  that  the  FN  is  not  fascist  but  an 
‘electoral  party’.”  With  dark  innuendo  the 
IG  asks  how  it  could  be  that  our  comrades 
of  the  Ligue  Trotskyste  de  France  were 
“still  calling  Le  Pen’s  parly  fascist  as 
recently  as  April  23?”  Answering  its  own 
disingenuous  query,  the  IG  asserts  that  "a 
shifty  WV  ‘introduction’”  to  a 23  April 
LTF  statement  “subtly  ‘corrects’  their 
French  comrades’  leaflet.”  Very  shifty 
indeed,  considering  this  introduction  was 
on  the  front  page  of  WV  (No.  780,  3 May) 
under  the  headline;  “France:  Fascist  Le 
Pen  Scores  Big  Gain  in  Elections”!! 

The  IG  then  turns  its  attention  to  the 
LTF.  writing  that  our  comrades  made  a 
“conditional  offer  of  critical  support  to 
the  candidate  of  Lutte  Ouvriere.  Arletle 
Laguiller.”  Shameless.  On  March  10.  the 
LTF  wrote  an  open  letter  to  Lutte 
Ouvriere  (LO),  whose  presidential  candi- 
date. Laguiller.  was  running  on  the  basis 
of  opposition  to  the  popular-front  gov- 
ernment of  former  Socialist  Party  prime 
minister  Lionel  Jospin,  the  French  Com- 
munist Party  and  the  Green  Party.  Noting 
that  LO’s  oppositional  posture  was  viti- 
ated by  its  telling  silence  on  the  brutal 
anti-immigrant  measures  taken  by  this 
government,  particularly  the  racist  Vigi- 
pirale  security  campaign,  as  well  as 
LO’s  open  support  to  reactionary  police 
“strikes,”  the  LTF’s  open  letter  declared: 
"In  spile  of  its  call  to  oppose  the  govern- 
ment. LO  finds  itself  tailing  Jospin  and 
Chirac  when  it  capitulates  to  the  climate 
of  racist  hysteria  they  fuel  and  which 
dominates  the  political  life  of  this  coun- 
try. So  long  as  LO  does  not  oppose  Vigi- 
pirate  and  the  reactionary  and  racist  cop 
mobilizations,  the  LTF  cannot  support 
LO's  campaign.  There  is  no  party  run- 
ning in  these  elections  presenting  a can- 
didate who  represents  in  any  real  sense 
the  workers’  interests."  lemphasis  added) 

On  May  17.  going  into  the  June  legis- 
lative elections  the  LTF  issued  another 


before  they 
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Internationalist  article  dated  June  8 blatantly  lies  about 
ICL  position  on  French  elections.  IG  resorts  to  Stalin  school 
of  falsification,  whose  logic  is  to  encourage  and  justify 
violence  in  the  workers  movement. 


W0Ri(£RS  RAROURRO 

No.  700,  3 May  2002 

In  M*.  lead  up  to  Ium  ' s i lf.  ;.u  ; 

( I IF' ...  . k-.ii,'.  .■!  I W 

* ' ‘ • 'h  : despite  LO’s  attempt 

to  draw  a crude  class  line  against  (he  pup- 
ular-fronl  government,  its  silence  on  the 
brutal  Vigipiralc  campaign  and  its  sup- 
port to  reactionary  police  "strikes"  made 
it  impo.ssiblc  for  ihc  LTF  to  give  LO  crit- 
ical support.  Ill-  If  ,;l  i 

. ' ..'P  . . ,<• 


WORRiRS  RRRCRRRP 
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French  Trotskyists  on  Legislative  Elections: 

Why  We  Still  Don’t  Call  for  a 
Vote  to  Lutte  Ouvriere 

Down  With  Racist  Vi^piratel 


The  IG  consists  of  elements  who 
defected  from  our  organization  some 
years  back,  headed  by  former  WV  editor 
Jan  Norden.  To  try  to  justify  their  defec- 
tion, they  charge  that  the  ICL  has  aban- 
doned its  revolutionary  heritage  and 
become  revisionist.  This  is  an  impossible 
task  if  the  political  differences  are  open 
to  honest  debate,  and  the  very  crudeness 
of  their  lies  is  testimony  to  that.  Clearly 
the  purpose  is  not  to  convince  anyone 
interested  in  the  political  differences 
between  our  organizations.  It  is  a pure 
and  simple  smear  job  intended  to  be 
wielded  against  us  in  circles  hostile  to 
Trotskyism,  i.e..  to  the  principles  and 
program  of  proletarian  revolutionary 
internationalism. 

Lies  and  slanders  are  but  the  opening 
step  to  encouraging  and  justifying  vio- 
lence against  political  opponents  in  the 
workers  movement.  It  was  impossible  for 
Stalin  to  defend  his  anti-revolutionary 
doctrine  of  "socialism  in  one  country” 
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While  fake  left  pushed  support  for  rightist  Chirac  following  electoral  gains  of 
fascist  Le  Pen,  LTF  banner  at  huge  May  Day  rally  in  Paris  proclaimed:  "Down 
With  Unity  With  Chirac!  For  a Revolutionary,  Multiethnic  Workers  Party!” 


known  to  gratuitously  hail  Stalin  as 
“commander  in  chief*  of  the  Red  Army 
in  World  War  II).  But  the  IG’s  lies  derive 
from  the  same  desperation  and  opportu- 
nist appetites  toward  alien  class  forces. 
As  we  have  noted,  during  the  French 
elections  the  IG  merely  provided  a 
veneer  of  pseudo-radical  bombast  to  the 
“anti-fascist”  electoral  unity,  echoing  the 
“fascism  is  around  the  corner”  rhetoric 
of  the  French  left  that  was  used  to  rally 
votes  for  Chirac.  Indeed,  had  there  been  a 
genuine  fascist  threat,  the  fake-left  line 
that  it  could  be  defeated  at  the  polls 
would  have  been  suicidal,  standing  as  an 
obstacle  to  the  extraparliamentary  mobi- 
lization of  the  proletariat  needed  to 
defeat  the  fascists.  The  IG  excoriated  us 
for  observing  that; 

"Since  the  French  proletariat  does  not 
currently  pose  an  immediate  threat  to  the 
bourgeois  order,  the  capitalists  are  not 
about  lo  resort  to  a fascist  dictatorship. 
While  Le  Pen’s  gains  at  ihe  polls  will  cer- 
tainly embolden  his  fascist  thugs,  the  FN’s 
success  is  an  electoral  phenomenon.” 

— "France:  Fake  Lefi  Backs 
Chirac,"  WFNo.  78I.  17  May 

The  IG  retorts  that  "WV'‘s  ‘hear  no  fas- 
cism. see  no  fascism’  line  is  the  smug 
complacency  of  a tendency  which  has 
lost  its  revolutionary  will  to  fight”  ("Bal- 
lot Box  Rightists”).  But  the  fact  that  we 
referred  to  Le  Pen’s  fascist  thugs  being 
emboldened  was  a problem  for  the  IG. 
So  in  its  article  the  IG  simply  splices  this 
statement  out  of  the  quote  which  they 
otherwise  use  in  its  entirety!  And  in  the 
obvious  hope  that  no  one  catches  them  in 
the  act,  the  IG  doesn’t  cite  where  the 
quote  came  from. 

With  the  lies  comes  the  bombast.  Even 
in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  some  million 
and  a half  people  demonstrated  on  the 
streets  in  support  of  the  bourgeois 
"Republic” — and  many  more  came  out  to 
vote  in  the  second  round  of  elections  than 
in  the  first — the  IG  continued  to  trumpet 


lies  against  the  ICL  among  the  larger 
forces  of  the  French  left,  such  as  the 
Ligue  Communisle  Revolutionnaire  (LCR), 
which  openly  shilled  for  the  popular 
front — a coalition  of  reformist  workers 
parties  and  bourgeois  parties — in  the  first 
round  while  calling  to  vote  for  Chirac  on 
the  second.  The  LCR  gained  such  promi- 
nence as  the  “respectable”  voice  of  the 
“far  left”  that  a whole  array  of  reformists 
and  centrists  are  now  flocking  to  it  in  a 
new  "regroupmeni”  aimed  at  reconstruct- 
ing a popular  front  with  a radical  “anti- 
fascist” image.  In  this  regard,  it  is  telling 
that  the  IG  can  barely  manage  a critical 
word  against  the  LCR  in  its  recent  mis- 
sives amid  pages  of  shrill  denunciations 
of  the  ICL. 

The  “Parliamentary  Road" 
to  Fascism? 

After  all  its  huffing  and  puffing  over 
our  insistence  that  the  gains  scored  by  Le 
Pen’s  FN  were  primarily  electoral  as 
against  the  fascism-is-immlnent  rhetoric 
that  was  used  to  cement  a national  troni 
behind  Chirac,  the  IG  itself  lectures  in 
another  8 June  cyberblast:  “The  claim 
that  an  ‘electoral  party’  cannot  be  a fascist 
party  is  a classic  social-democratic  the- 
sis” (“National  Front  At  Forefront  of 
Capitalist  Drive  Toward  ‘Strong  State’  in 
France").  From  here  we  are  informed  that 
“Hitler’s  Nazis  played  the  bourgeoisie’s 
electoral  game,  and  only  abandoned  it 
after  taking  power."  In  the  three  years  of 
continued  on  page  9 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Stand-Off  over  New  Airport  Site 

Mexico:  Peasant  Protests 
Against  Land  Seizure 


Villaseca/La  Jornada  Reuters 

July  11:  Atenco  peasants  battle  police  attempting  to  suppress  protest  against  government  threat  to  build  new  airport 
on  communal  lands.  July  24  funeral  of  Enrique  Espinoza  Juarez,  who  died  of  injuries  suffered  in  police  rampage. 


august  2 — After  months  of  hitter 
struggle  by  the  cjidalarios  (peasants  on 
communal  land)  of  the  village  of  Atenco 
outside  Mexico  City,  the  government 
announced  today  that  it  was  abandoning 
plans  to  build  a new  international  air- 
port on  the  peasants’  land.  We  print 
below  a translation  of  a leaflet  address- 
ing this  struggle  issued  last  month  by  our 
comrades  of  the  Crupo  Espartaquista  de 
Mexico. 

On  July  II.  ihc  governmcnl  of  the 
Slate  of  Mexico,  with  the  approval  of  the 
right-wing  federal  government  of  Vicente 
Fox.  brutally  repressed  a mobilization 
by  the  ejidutarios  who  were  protesting  a 
decree  expropriating  their  land  to  build  a 
new  airport.  The  result  of  this  premedi- 
tated act  of  stale  terror  was  1 5 incarcer- 
ated. many  of  (hem  seriously  wounded, 
and  a siege  of  Atenco  by  the  Polici'a  Fed- 
eral Prevenliva  (PFPl  and  the  army.  One 
of  (hose  arrested.  Enrique  Espinoza 
Ju4rez,  died  on  July  24  from  the  brutal 
police  beating,  as  (he  director  of  (he 
IMSS  hospital  in  which  he  was  interned 
admitted  (La  Jornada.  25  July).  But  the 
staunch  resistance  of  the  peasants,  with 
the  support  of  various  social  organiza- 
tions and  the  sympathy  throughout  the 
country  that  their  struggle  generated, 
made  the  government  step  back,  with- 
drawing the  police  and  troops  that  had 
kept  the  peasant  communities  under  siege 
for  several  days.  Now  the  government  is 
talking  about  “dialogue"  and  has  released 
the  peasants  it  had  imprisoned,  but  sev- 
eral of  them  still  face  "mutiny”  charges, 
among  others.  The  Crupo  Espartaquista 
de  Mexico  demands  the  immediate  drop- 
ping of  all  charges. 

For  eight  months,  the  ejidatarios  had 
been  protesting  the  expropriation  of  their 
lands  and  fighting  in  (he  courts,  where 
they  reached  a favorable  ruling  tempo- 
rarily stopping  the  decree.  Meanwhile, 
the  government  launched  a campaign  of 
provocations  and  slanders  trying  to  iso- 
late the  ejidatarios.  The  government  has 
deported  1 8 American  students  and  aca- 
demics simply  for  showing  their  support 
to  the  Atenco  contingent  at  the  [May  II 
Labor  Day  demonstration.  The  govern- 
ment wants  to  prepare  a climate  favorable 
for  crushing  resistance  by  the  peasants.  It 
paints  them  as  "terrorists"  and  guerrillas 
and  demonizes  the  social  and  student 
organizations  that  support  this  struggle, 
like  the  CCH  [General  Strike  Councill  at 
UNAM  [Mexico  City's  National  Autono- 
mous University]  and  the  Frenie  Popular 
Francisco  Villa.  Down  with  the  repression 
against  student  and  social  activists! 

We  oppose  the  expropriation  of  com- 
munal lands  and  poor  peasant  holdings. 
The  government  wants  to  starve  thou- 
sands of  peasants  by  giving  (hem  as  little 
as  the  grotesque  amount  of  7.2  pesos  per 
square  meter  for  their  land,  while  prof- 
its from  building  the  new  airport  are 
expected  to  be  as  high  as  several  billion 
dollars  {La  Jornada,  1 5 July).  Most  of 
these  peasants  are  older  than  45.  And  as 
one  of  them  pointed  out.  although  just  to 
gel  a janitorial  job  in  an  airport  requires  a 
high  school  education,  some  of  them 
have,  with  difficulty,  only  gotten  through 
elementary  school.  We  call  on  the  entire 
labor  movement  to  defend  the  peasants 
and  their  lands  against  the  government’s 
attacks. 

The  Mexican  countryside  is  sunk  in 
the  worst  crisis  of  its  history,  and  the 
rural  population  is  rapidly  decreasing. 
Particularly  since  the  coming  into  effect 
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of  NAFTA — the  treaty  of  imperialist 
plunder  against  Mexico — thousands  and 
thousands  of  poor  peasants  are  being 
thrown  off  their  lands  every  year,  inca- 
pable of  competing  in  the  world  market. 
Now  Fox’s  government  plans  on  further- 
ing this  imperialist  plundering  through 
the  Puebla-Panamd  Plan  (intended  to 
extend  maquiladora  factory  zones  to  the 
south  of  Mexico  and  down  to  Panamal. 
Given  growing  unemployment  due  to 
the  economic  recession,  with  even  the 
maquiladoras  laying  off  thousands  and 
entire  plants  being  shut  down,  many  of 
these  peasants,  overwhelmingly  indige- 
nous people,  come  to  eke  out  a living  as 
street  vendors.  They  live  under  sub- 
human conditions  in  improvised  shacks, 
subject  to  the  continuous  threat  of  police 
brutally  kicking  them  off  the  streets. 
Even  the  perspective  of  making  it  across 
the  desert  into  the  U.S. — which  every 
year  costs  the  lives  of  dozens  of  Latin 
American  poor — and  finding  a job  there, 
under  the  constant  threat  of  deportation 
and  the  brutality  of  the  American  immi- 
gration police,  has  become  more  distant. 
As  thousands  of  workers  are  being  laid 
off  in  the  U.S.  because  of  the  recession, 
the  American  imperialist  rulers  are  seal- 
ing off  their  borders  even  more  tightly  as 
part  of  their  racist,  anti-worker  "war  on 
terrorism." 

Thus,  our  defense  of  the  Atenco  peas- 
ants is  part  of  a broader  historical  per- 
spective for  the  revolutionary  overthrow 
of  the  bourgeois  order.  We  do  not  roman- 
ticize. as  many  petty-bourgeois  intellec- 
tuals and  pseudo-leftists  do,  the  current 
conditions  of  poverty,  isolation  and  back- 
wardness of  the  Mexican  countryside.  We 
want  to  make  the  advances  of  science  and 
technology — education,  tractors,  irriga- 
tion. communications,  etc. — available  for 
all  the  rural  population  and  to  elevate 
their  level  of  comfort,  productivity  and 
culture.  It  is  impossible  to  carry  out  this 
perspective  within  llte  framework  of  cap- 
italism— a system  based  on  the  produc- 
tion of  profit  for  the  handful  of  bosses  and 
the  misery  of  the  overwhelming  majority. 
The  industrial  working  class,  unlike  the 
peasants,  indigenous  people  and  other 
oppressed  sectors,  has  the  social  power 
and  class  interest  to  overthrow  the  capital- 
ist class  and  thus  free  all  the  oppressed. 
The  peasantry,  however,  can  play  a cru- 
cial role  as  an  ally  of  the  workers  in  that 
struggle. 

But  revolutionary  struggle  in  Mexico 
can  only  be  successful  in  emancipating 
all  the  exploited  and  oppressed  as  part  of 
the  international  struggle  of  the  world 


proletariat.  Our  revolutionary  perspective 
in  Mexico  is  inextricably  (inked  to  the 
struggle  of  the  workers  and  oppressed  in 
the  U.S..  whose  powerful,  multiracial 
proletariat  has  the  strength  and  (he  his- 
toric interest  to  overthrow  its  "own" 
imperialist  bourgeoisie.  Our  comrades  in 
the  Sparlacist  League/U.S.  fight  to  break 
American  workers  from  the  reactionary 
lie.  pushed  by  their  reformist  misleaders. 
that  they  have  common  "national  inter- 
ests” with  their  exploiters.  Our  comrades 
seek  to  win  these  workers  to  the  under- 
standing that  defense  of  their  own  inter- 
ests demands  resolute  action  in  defense  of 
racial  minorities  and  immigrant  work- 
ers at  home  and  implacable  opposition  to 
the  crimes  of  the  rapacious  U.S.  rulers 
throughout  the  world.  A workers  rev- 
olution that  joins  with  workers  and 
oppressed  in  the  U.S.  is  the  only  road  to 
a successful  struggle  against  imperialism. 

Our  Trotskyist  program  is  very  distant 
from  that  of  pseudo-leftist  organizations 
such  as  the  Liga  de  Trabajadores  por  el 
Socialismo  (LTS)  and  the  Partido  Obrero 
Socialista  (POS).  The  POS  pathetically 
celebrated  the  coming  to  office  of  the 
clericalist,  imperialist  stooge  Fox  as  a 
great  “democratic  revolution”  (El  Soci- 
alista, July  2000).  They  even  went  so  far 
as  to  babble  about  the  "socialist  charac- 
ter" in  the  process  of  their  "democratic 
revolution"  (El  Socialista,  August  2000)! 
The  LTS,  a little  saner  and  seemingly 
more  orthodox,  presents  a program  to 
"solve”  the  demands  of  the  oppressed 
masses  of  the  countryside  (Estrategia 
Obrera,  8 July),  which  includes  demands 
such  as  full  autonomy  for  the  indigenous 
peoples,  full  access  to  natural  resources 
for  the  rural  masses,  stopping  payment 
of  the  foreign  debt.  etc.  But  the  libera- 


tion of  the  indigenous  population,  as 
well  as  emancipation  from  the  imperial- 
ist yoke,  cannot  be  realized  short  of  a 
socialist  revolution.  The  reformist  pro- 
gram of  the  LTS  is  transparent  in  their 
recurrent  demand  for  the  "dissolution  of 
the  PFP  and  all  the  slate’s  repressive 
bodies"  {Estrategia  Obrera,  6 June).  To 
whom  does  the  LTS  think  the  Atenco 
peasants  should  address  the  demand  for 
the  "dismantling  of  the  repressive  bod- 
ies”? Fox?  [Interior  Secretary]  Creel? 
The  PRD  [bourgeois-nationalist  Party  of 
the  Democratic  Revolution]?  The  repres- 
sive apparatus — the  police,  army,  jails 
and  courts — is  the  core  of  the  bourgeois 
Slate.  The  LTS’  proposition  that  the  bour- 
geois state  can  be  "dissolved"  without  a 
workers  revolution  is  a suicidal  illusion, 
according  to  which  capitalist  rule  can  be 
pressured  into  serving  the  interests  of  the 
oppressed. 

For  their  part,  the  PRD.  PVEM  (green- 
ecology  party)  and  other  bourgeois  forces 
oppose  the  new  airport  fundamentally 
from  a hypocritical  "ecologist”  position, 
given  that  some  species  of  birds  that  live 
in  Texcoco  Lake  could  disappear.  But  in 
fact,  the  "alternate”  proposal  of  the  PRD 
government  of  Mexico  City  implies  the 
continued  functioning  of  the  existing, 
highly  unsafe  airport  located  in  one  of 
the  most  polluted  cities  in  the  world.  The 
PRD  has  recently  tried  to  appear  as  a 
friend  of  the  Atenco  peasants,  especially 
by  means  of  its  unofficial  organ.  La  Jor- 
nada. But  it  was  PRD’s  Mexico  City  mayor 
Lopez  Obrador  who  first  unleashed  bru- 
tal state  repression  against  the  peasants, 
when  last  November  he  mobilized  his 
police  against  a peaceful  demonstration 
in  downtown  Mexico  City  soon  after  (he 
continued  on  page  8 
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Down  With 

High  School  Drug  Testing! 


Scott  Goldsmith 


Drug  testing  is  invasion  of  privacy  meant  to  regiment  youth.  Recent  Supreme 
Court  decision  threatens  to  vastly  expand  testing  programs  in  high  schools. 


Decriminalize  Drugs 


On  June  27.  the  Supreme  Court  gave  its 
approval  to  the  mandatory  random  drug 
testing  of  public  high  school  kids  who 
participate  in  extracurricular  activities 
{everything  from  cheerleading  to  the 
chess  club).  The  new  ruling,  which 
upheld  the  policy  of  the  Pottawatamie 
County  school  board  in  rural  Tecumseh, 
Oklahoma,  is  an  extension  of  its  1995 
decision  giving  schools  the  right  to  test 
student  athletes  for  drugs  and  widely 
expands  the  list  of  students  in  schools 
across  the  country  who  can  potentially  be 
tested.  The  ruling  also  opens  the  door  for 
the  capitalist  state  to  target  select  groups 
of  students  for  drug  testing  if  involved  in 
an  extracurricular  activity — an  open  invi- 
tation to  target  black,  immigrant  and  left- 
ist youth. 

This  latest  decision  is  part  of  a series 
of  attacks  that  undermine  student  rights 
and  chip  away  at  the  1 985  Supreme  Court 
ruling  that  school  administrators  and 
teachers  are  not  in  loco  parentis  (parental 
bodies  outside  the  home).  Before  1985. 
students  had  next  to  no  constitutional 
rights,  including  no  protection  under  the 
Fourth  Amendment’s  prohibition  against 
intrusive  and  unrea.sonable  searches.  Stu- 
dents could  literally  be  forced  to  do  any- 
thing from  emptying  out  their  backpacks 
to  kneeling  down  to  have  their  skirts 
measured  to  see  if  they  were  "too  short.” 
Today,  things  are  much  the  same.  The 
minimal  constitutional  protections  estab- 
lished in  the  1985  decision  have  been 
stripped  through  subsequent  legislation 
and  legal  rulings.  As  the  Los  Angeles 
Times  (15  April)  put  it  in  an  editorial: 
“Only  prisoners,  as  a group,  have  lesser 
constitutional  protections  by  law.” 

The  brutal  reality  of  the  "war  on  drugs” 
is  that  it  is  the  banner  under  which  young 
black  (and  Latino)  men  are  terrorized  by 


the  cops  and  disproportionately  impris- 
oned. their  meager  possessions  stripped 
from  them.  At  least  a quarter  of  the  prison 
population  consists  of  people  convicted 
on  drug-related  offenses,  and  some  50 
percent  of  those  incarcerated  are  black. 
Police  on  drug  raids  confiscate  cars, 
throw  families  out  of  their  homes  and 
shoot  to  kill. 

In  this  context,  it  is  clear  that  the  drug 
testing  of  student  athletes  is  part  and  par- 
cel of  a wider  assault  on  black  youth,  for 
whom  success  in  sports  is  perceived  as  one 


of  the  few  ways  to  escape  from  the  hellish 
misery  of  the  ghetto.  That  many  black 
youth  are  seen  as  an  expendable  surplus 
population  in  racist  capitalist  America  is 
reflected  in  the  desperate  conditions  of  the 
inner-city  ghettos,  from  low- wage  jobs  and 
rampant  unemployment  to  the  severely 
underfunded  and  rotting  public  .schools. 
The  warehousing,  not  teaching,  of  black 
youth  takes  place  in  overcrowded,  dilapi- 
dated classrooms  lacking  even  the  most 
basic  supplies.  Overcoming  the  massive 
disparities  between  inner-city  schools  and 
schools  in  affluent  white  suburbs  requires 
a fight  for  free,  quality,  integrated  public 
education  for  all. 

The  new  ruling  also  targets  a some- 
what different  stratum  as  it  aims  to  regi- 
ment the  college-bound.  Justice  Clarence 
Thomas  claimed  that  the  ruling  “pre- 
serves an  option  for  a conscientious 
objector”  because  students  who  refuse  to 
submit  to  drug  testing  are  banned  from 
all  extracurricular  activities,  not  from 
school,  under  the  Tecumseh  policy.  But 
the  truth,  as  many  students  know,  is  that 
it  is  no  longer  enough  to  score  well  on 
youT  SATs  and  earn  good  grades:  you 
have  to  take  part  in  extracurricular  activ- 
ities to  get  into  the  best  colleges. 

People  should  have  the  right  to  do 
what  they  want  with  their  own  bodies.  In 
most  cases,  what  is  the  administration 
likely  to  find  out?  That  the  Boy  Scouts 
of  America  are  "high”  on  testosterone? 
However  stupid,  the  measure  is  a seri- 
ous blow  to  the  persona!  rights  of  youth 
and  another  dangerous  tool  of  repression 
at  the  disposal  of  the  state.  Metal  detec- 
tors. armed  guards  and  locker  searches 
are  increasingly  common  in  high  schools 
throughout  the  nation.  What  next — cops 
dragging  youth  out  of  class  as  well? 
The  only  recourse  that  a student  has 
is  to  either  forego  extracurricular  activ- 
ities or.  in  the  snide  words  of  Justice 
Anthony  M.  Kennedy,  have  their  parents 


send  them  to  a "druggie  school.” 

Policies  and  laws  to  regiment  the  popu- 
lation have  a long  history  in  this  viciously 
anti-labor  and  puritanical  society.  Henry 
Ford,  for  one.  had  the  homes  of  workers 
inspected  to  ensure  that  they  kept  "good 
hygiene.”  In  the  1950s.  Joe  McCarthy’s 
hy.sterical  anti-Communist  witchhunts, 
the  “reds  under  the  bed”  scares,  the  fam- 
ily prayer  sessions  pushed  by  the  "Legion 
of  Decency.”  the  polygraph  "lie  detec- 
tors”— all  were  used  to  gear  up  the  popu- 
lation for  the  “Crusade  against  Commu- 
nism.” Today,  it’s  your  urine  they’re 
after — General  Jack  D.  Ripper,  muttering 
about  "vital  bodily  fluids”  in  Dr.  Strange- 
love,  meets  the  Nancy  Reagan  disciples! 
When  drug  testing  was  imposed  on  trans- 
portation workers  in  1988.  we  wrote: 
“The  purpose  of  this  drug  witchhunt 
is  to  break  the  resistance  of  the  labor 
movement  to  the  government’s  all-sided 
assault  on  American  working  people" 
( WV  No.  466.  2 December  1988). 

This  bizarre  campaign  to  ensure  the 
“purity”  of  American  workers  and  stu- 
dents through  thousands  of  lab  assistants 
checking  millions  of  Dixie  cups  of  piss  is 
truly  mind-boggling.  In  addition,  this  rul- 
ing could  lead  to  even  greater  intrusions 
like  demands  to  provide  DNA  samples 
and  medical  records.  Imagine  If  teachers 
and  administrators  knew  every  last  detail 
about  you  and  could  more  easily  find  out 
who  has  HIV  and  who  is  pregnant,  It 
would  be  a huge  weapon  for  terrorizing 
youth.  Already,  in  Northern  California’s 
Modoc  County,  the  school  board  wanted 
to  go  even  further  than  their  counterparts 
in  Pottawatamie  County  and  just  test  the 
whole  school  for  drugs,  but  this  idea  was 
dropped  after  parents  and  students 
protested.  One  of  the  protesters  posed  the 
provocative  question:  "Why  not  test  the 
whole  town?”  {Los  Angeles  Times,  15 
April  2002). 

The  argument  against  the  Tecumseh 
policy  in  most  of  the  liberal  and  student 
press  is  that  extracurricular  activities  tend 
to  keep  kids  off  drugs,  so  forcing  those 
who  use  drugs  occasionally  to  leave  an 
after-school  activity  will  give  them  more 
time  to  do  drugs.  Also,  liberals  are  fond  of 
pointing  out  that  drug  testing  costs  a lot 
of  money  ($472  million  in  federal  funds 
are  available  to  pay  for  it).  But  this  is  to 
miss  the  point.  We  are  in  principle 
opposed  to  any  law  against  what  are 


Meet  the  Marxists 
on  Campus 


BAY  AREA 


Thursday.  August  22,  6:30  p.m. 
UC  Berkeley 

Meet  in  front  of  Cafe  Strada 
(at  College  and  Bancroft) 

For  more  information:  (510)  039-0851 


CHICAGO 


Wednesday,  August  26,  4:30  p.m. 

University  of  Illinois 
Circle  Center,  room  White  Oak  AB 
750  S.  Halsted 

For  more  information:  (312)  563-0441 


Spartacus  Youth  Club  Class  Series 


BAY  AREA 


Tuesday,  August  13,  6:30  p.m. 
The  Fight  for  Socialist  Revolution; 
How  the  Bolsheviks  Came  to  Power 

1634  Telegraph,  3rd  floor.  Oakland 
Information  and  readings:  (510)  039-0851 


BOSTON 


Friday,  August  9,  1 p.m. 

We  Are  the  Party  of  the 
Russian  Revolution! 

For  New  October  Revolutions! 

Harvard  University 
Loker  Common 
(basement  of  Memorial  Hall) 
Information  and  readings:  (617)  666-9453 
email:  bostonsyc@yahoo.com 


LOS  ANGELES 


Saturday,  August  10,  2 p.m. 
Marxism  vs.  Anarchism:  For  Leninist 
Parties  that  Fight  for  New  October 
Revolutions  Internationally! 
3806  Beverly  Blvd.,  Suite  215 
(at  Vermont/Beverly  red  line  station) 
Information  and  readings:  (213)  300-8239 
email;  slsycla@cs.com 


CHICAGO 


Alternate  Thursdays,  6:30  p.m. 
August  8 

The  Bolshevik  Revolution:  How  the 
Working  Class  Took  Power 

Spartacist/PDC  office 
222  South  Morgan  Street 
(ring  23  on  buzzer) 

Information  and  readings:  (312)  563-0441 
email:  spaf1acisl@iname.com 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Saturday,  August  10,  1 p.m. 
Black  Oppression  is  the  Bedrock  of 
Racist  American  Capitalism: 
Finish  the  Civil  War! 

For  Black  Liberation  Through 
Socialist  Revolution! 
Columbia  University 
Kent  Hall.  Room  405 
(116lh  and  Broadway) 
Information  and  readings:  (212)  267-1025 
email:  nysl@compusen/e,com 

Visit  the  ICL  web  site: 
www,ici-fi,org 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Young  Spartacus 


U.S.  Rulers  Close  Borders  to 
"Commuter  Students" 


Let  Them  Back  in! 


Until  recently,  part-time  university 
and  college  students  from  Mexico  and 
Canada  have  been  relatively  free  to  cross 
the  border  into  the  U.S.,  attend  their 
classes  and  return  home  at  night.  But  not 
any  longer.  Last  month,  the  Immigration 
and  Naturalization  Service  (INS)  de- 
clared that  they  are  to  be  barred  from 
entering  the  country,  beginning  with  the 
fall  semester,  As  a result,  thousands  of 
these  “commuter  students” — most  from 
border  cities  like  Ciudad  Juarez  in  Mex- 
ico and  Windsor.  Ontario — will  be  pre- 
vented from  completing  their  programs, 
in  which  they  have  invested  a lot  of  time 
and  money.  The  INS  ban  will  close  the 
door  to  much  of  a future  other  than  a 
very  impoverished  one  for  thousands  of 
working-class  youth,  especially  from 
Mexico,  who  will  be  deprived  of  access 
to  higher  education  altogether. 

The  U.S.  capitalist  rulers  have  had  for- 
eign students,  immigrants  and  refugees 
dead  in  their  sights  since  the  September 
1 1 attacks.  Over  200  campus  admin- 
istrations agreed  to  turn  over  confiden- 
tial student  files  to  the  FBI.  while  the 
INS  began  a nationwide  sweep,  fish- 
ing for  “visa  violations.”  Over  1,200 
immigrants  have  at  one  point  or  another 
been  detained.  With  no  pretensions 
to  due  process,  “terror  suspects”  are 
today  quietly  disappeared  into  open- 
ended  military  detention — a revival  of 
the  letires  de  cachet  used  by  French 
monarchs  to  dispose  of  inconvenient 
subjects,  until  the  Revolution  of  1789  pul 
an  end  to  the  practice.  Down  with  the 
INS  ban  on  "commuter  students"!  Free 
the  detainees!  Fight  the  anti-immigrant 
witchhunt! 

Meanwhile.  Canadian  police  have 
scooped  up  scores  of  Near  Eastern  immi- 
grants and  held  them  incommunicado, 
reportedly  turning  many  over  to  U.S. 
authorities.  The  right-wing  Liberal  Party 
government  of  Jean  Chretien  has  enacted 
Bill  C-36,  an  “anti-terrorism”  law  every 
bit  as  sweeping  and  repressive  as  the 
USA-Patriot  Act.  Chretien  has  now  closed 
the  border  to  all  refugee  claimants  arriv- 
ing from  the  U.S.  And  to  the  south.  Mex- 
ican president  Vicente  Fox  has  launched 
his  own  attacks  on  people  of  Near  Eastern 
descent,  rebellious  peasants  and  student 
radicals. 

The  INS  decree  extends  such  truly 
vicious  domestic  “anti-terrorism”  cam- 
paigns against  immigrants  and  refugees 
into  the  realm  of  bureaucratic  absurdity. 
Nobody  pretends  that  the  now-proscribed 
“commuters”  intend  to  slay  in  the  coun- 


called  “crimes  without  victims,”  e.g.. 
laws  against  drug  use,  vagrancy,  prostitu- 
tion and  obscenity.  The  bourgeois  state 
has  no  business  intervening  in  people’s 
personal  affairs  and  private  lives.  Such 
laws  only  reinforce  the  repressive  appa- 
ratus of  the  bourgeois  state  and  encour- 
age reactionary  social  altitudes. 

As  it  is  now.  if  you’ve  got  the  money 
you  can  buy  quality  drugs  when  you 
want  them,  quality  lawyers  to  defend  you 
and.  if  needed,  the  Belly  Ford  clinic 
when  drug  use  becomes  an  inconven- 
ience. We  Marxists  call  for  the  decrimi- 
nalization of  drugs,  which  would  also 
lake  the  huge  profits  and  consequently 
much  of  the  violence  out  of  the  trade. 
Under  socialism,  drug  treatment  and  pre- 
scriptions would  be  easily  accessible  to 
those  who  need  them  as  part  of  a broader 
program  of  free,  quality  medical  care  for 
all. 

Part  of  Bush’s  so-called  education  plan 


try.  least  of  all  the  students  themselves. 
They  are  daytime  visitors  who  spend 
money,  mostly  in  depressed  American 
cities  like  Detroit  and  El  Paso.  Even  from 
the  economic  standpoint  of  the  U.S.  cap- 
italist class,  the  ban  on  “commuter  stu- 
dents" is  simply  irrational.  Many  smaller 
universities  and  colleges  depend  on  the 
tuition  fees  of  cross-border  pari-iimers  to 
fund  their  general  programs.  Heavily 


black  and  working-class  Wayne  Slate  Uni- 
versity in  Detroit  stands  to  lo.se  2 percent 
of  its  enrollment  and  a million  dollars  in 
revenue.  Following  September  11,  the 
INS  has  also  cracked  down  on  unofficial 
border  crossings  near  Big  Bend  National 
Park  in  Texas,  disrupting  the  lives  of 
people  on  both  sides  of  the  border  who 
for  decades  have  depended  on  these  cross- 
ings to  gel  to  work  and  do  their  shopping. 

If  the  new  decree  were  about  relegating 
black  and  working-class  Americans  to  an 
even  more  substandard  education,  the 
deeply  racist  U.S.  rulers  would  be  solidly, 
malignantly  indifferent.  But  there’s  cold 
hard  cash  at  slake  in  the  border  slates, 
and  this  consideration  alone  has  already 


— given  the  Orwellian  name  of  "Leave 
No  Child  Behind” — forces  school  admin- 
istrations to  hand  over  the  names, 
addresses  and  phone  numbers  of  all  stu- 
dents to  military  recruiters  on  demand. 
Maybe  they  should  call  the  plan  "Leave 
No  Child  Alive,”  as  it  is  a step  toward  the 
potential  reinstatement  of  the  draft.  In 
fact,  the  "war  on  drugs"  and  the  regimen- 
tation of  youth  go  hand  in  hand  with  the 
“war  on  terror”  and  U.S  imperialist  aims 
abroad.  At  the  same  time  that  young  peo- 
ple can  be  drafted,  they  can  be  executed 
under  the  death  penalty  laws.  But  they 
cannot  vole,  drink,  smoke,  have  sex  or 
even  buy  “violent”  computer  game.s 
legally. 

We  in  the  Spartacus  Youth  Club  fight 
for  a socialist  future  where  class  exploita- 
tion has  been  wiped  out  and  people  are 
completely  free  to  do  what  they  want 
with  their  personal  lives,  and  youth  have 
control  over  their  own  future  ■ 


prompted  a bipartisan  Congressional  res- 
olution to  create  a new  visa  category 
allowing  the  part-time  students  to  resume 
their  studies. 

For  other  sections  of  the  bourgeoisie, 
more  significant  than  the  loss  of  short- 
term cash  flow  from  students’  tuition  is 
that  the  new  INS  decree — along  with 
other  border  restrictions  imposed  post- 
September  II— crimps  the  exploitation 


of  labor  and  production  for  profit.  An 
administrator  at  the  University  of  Texas  at 
El  Paso  has  complained  that  keeping  out 
part-time  Mexican  students  would  result 
in  a shortage  of  skilled  workers  in  both 
Ciudad  Juarez  and  El  Paso,  which  are  in 
many  ways  already  a single  city.  The  pil- 
lage of  Mexico  by  U.S.  imperialism  (and 
its  Canadian  Junior  partner)  codified  in 
the  North  American  Free  Trade  Agree- 
ment (NAFTA)  cannot  proceed  smoothly 
without  a pool  of  trained  Mexican  tech- 
nicians and  overseers.  NAFTA  has  vastly 
increased  immiseralion  in  Mexico,  leading 
to  a huge  increase  in  desperate  immi- 
grants seeking  to  cross  the  border  by  any 
means  possible.  The  murderous  impact 
of  racist  U.S.  border  restrictions  was 
brought  home  yet  again  late  last  month  in 
Texas  when  two  immigrants  were  found 
dead  after  having  been  locked  inside  a 
truck  in  the  scorching  heal  by  ruthless 
immigrant  smugglers. 

There  can  be  no  progressive  or  ration- 
al immigration  policy  under  capitalism, 
where  all  immigration  laws  are  necessar- 
ily racist  and  chauvinist.  The  central  axis 
of  struggle  by  revolutionary  socialists 
must  be  for  full  citizenship  rights  for  all 
foreign-born  workers  and  immigrants.  We 
have  always  actively  fought  against  all 
manifestations  of  anti-immigrant  racism. 
At  a united-front  protest  in  defense  of 
foreign  students  initiated  by  the  .Sparta- 
cus Youth  Club  at  San  Francisco  Stale 
University  last  December,  militant  pro- 
testers chanted.  “Down  with  la  oiigral 
Full  citizenship  rights  for  all  immigrants!” 

For  years,  various  reformist  organiza- 
tions have  raised  the  call  to  “open  the 
borders."  In  certain  conjunctures,  this 
demand  can  be  important  in  mobilizing 


the  working  class  in  defense  of  the 
oppressed.  During  World  War  11.  the 
ihen-Troiskyisl  Socialist  Workers  Parly 
demanded  that  the  borders  be  opened 
to  Jewish  refugees  escaping  Hitler’s 
Europe.  However,  as  a general  slogan, 
“open  the  borders”  is  purely  utopian, 
sowing  the  illusion  that  the  capitalist 
rulers  will  voluntarily  dismantle  their 
own  slate.  Recently,  this  has  come  to  the 
aiienlion  of  the  centrist  League  for  the 
Revolutionary  Party  (LRP).  which,  cor- 
recting its  previous  line,  now  admits  that 
“‘Open  the  Borders’  is  an  ambiguous 
slogan  at  best  and  conveys  a utopian 
confusion  at  its  worst”  (Proletarian  Revo- 
lution, Spring  2002). 

Yet  this  slimy  centrist  outfit  slanders 
the  SL’s  rejection  of  the  call  to  "open  the 
borders”  as  “obviously  a cover-up  for  a 
national  chauvinist  position.”  They  con- 
demn the  following  quotation  from  a 
1974  article: 

“However,  on  a .sufficientiy  large  scale, 
immigration  Hows  could  wipe  out  the 
national  identity  of  the  recipient  coun- 
tries.... Unlimited  immigration  as  a princi- 
ple is  incompatible  with  the  right  of 
national  self-determination." 

— ‘The  L^nini.st  Policy  Toward 
Immigration/Emigraiion." 
IVVNo.  36.  18  January  1974 

This  is  a simple  statement  of  fact!  It  is 
powerfully  domonslratcd  by  the  trampling 
of  Palestinian  national  rights  by  the  mas- 
sive immigration  of  Jewish  refugees  into 
Palestine,  most  of  whom  were  fieeing  the 
Nazi  Holocaust  and  thanks  to  the  imperi- 
alists had  nowhere  else  to  go.  Our  article 
also  pointed  out  that  If  Mexico  were  to 
have  an  “open  border.”  it  would  lead  to 
“well-financed  American  ‘colonists’  buy- 
ing up  Mexican  enterprises  and  real 
estate.’’  subjecting  Mexico  to  direct  eco- 
nomic and  political  domination. 

Above  all,  as  dishonest  polemicists,  the 
LRP  omits  the  central  point  of  our  arti- 
cle. that  the  call  to  “open  the  borders”  is 
“tantamount  to  advocating  the  abolition 
of  national  states  under  capitalism." 
Though  the  LRP  writes  that  to  believe  that 
an  imperialist  state  would  “tolerate  open 
borders  is  an  impossible  fantasy,”  their 
so-called  correction  amounts  to  a reword- 
ing of  the  same  slogan:  "End  all  Restric- 
tions on  Immigrants  and  Refugees.”  For 
the  capitalist  state  to  end  all  restrictions 
on  immigration  would  mean  abolishing 
the  border  patrols,  the  INS,  the  Coast 
Guard  and  every  other  government  agency 
that  deals  with  immigration — i.e.,  it  is  a 
call  on  the  capitalist  stale  to  open  its 
borders! 

It  will  lake  workers  revolution  expro- 
priating the  wealth  of  the  capitalists  to 
make  possible  a vast  increase  in  the  pro- 
ductive forces  of  all  countries,  which 
alone  cun  provide  a decent  life  for  those 
who  now  live  in  the  squalid  shantytowns 
of  the  Third  World  as  well  as  the  ghettos 
and  barrios  of  the  U.S.  Only  this  can 
lay  the  material  basis  for  abolishing  na- 
tional borders.  An  American  workers  slate 
would  be  committed  to  overcoming  global 
inequality  through  an  internationally 
planned  socialist  economy.  This  could 
well  involve  large-scale  immigration  from 
the  Third  World.  But  the  real  key  will 
he  the  massive  transfer  of  resources 
and  technology  to  Latin  America.  Africa 
and  Asia. 

The  entire  capitalist  system  of  produc- 
tion for  profit  is  irrational,  and  it  finds 
leaders,  and  bureaucracies,  to  suit.  The 
exclusion  of  “commuter  students"  offers 
one  more  small  proof  of  this  fact.  We 
say;  Down  with  the  ban!  Let  the  part- 
time  students  back  in!m 


Bay  Area  Spartacus  Youth  Club  initiated  San  Francisco  State  protest  last 
December  against  anti-immigrant  witchhunt.  Protesters  chanted:  “Down  with 
la  migral  Full  citizenship  rights  for  all  immigrants!” 
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Inglewood... 

(continued  from  page  2) 

Black  Caucus  will  be  having  hearings 
around  the  country  on  police  abuse,  while 
Michael  Zin/.un.  who  is  a darling  of  much 
of  the  reformist  left  in  Los  Angeles, 
called  for  an  "elected,  not  appointed" 
civilian  police  review  board. 

It's  been  a long  road  down  for  Zinzun 
from  his  former  days  as  a member  of  the 
Black  Panther  Party,  which  was  forged 
in  the  heat  of  the  struggle  against  cop  bru- 
tality on  the  streets  of  Oakland  in  the 
1960s.  At  the  Town  Hall  meeting.  Zin- 
zun declared.  "!’m  not  anti-police;  I’m 
against  police  abuse.”  To  give  this  some 
radical  veneer,  he  ended  with  a chant  of 
"Power  to  the  People!”  But  not  too  much 
power,  as  a spokesman  from  the  NAACP 
made  clear  when  she  declared:  "Power 
to  the  People,  but  it  has  to  be  used  judi- 
ciously.” For  his  part,  a spokesman  from 
the  Nation  of  Islam  declared:  “We  should 
change  the  police  department  and  have 
the  Nation  of  Islam  as  the  police!” 
Indeed,  the  NOI  has  acted  as  the  adjuncts 
to  the  racist  police  in  public  housing  proj- 
ects. harassing  the  residents  and  enforc- 
ing the  rulers’  racist  "war  on  drugs”  and 
“war  on  crime.” 

Everyone  on  the  podium  of  the  July  20 
event  was  united  in  seeking  to  restore 
public  confidence  in  the  police  through 
calls  for  civilian  review  boards.  But 
just  about  every  major  city  in  America 
has  seen  one  civilian  review  board  after 
another  instituted  supposedly  to  combat 
police  brutality,  and  cop  terror  has  con- 
tinued with  impunity.  The  cops  cannot  be 
"controlled  by  the  community”  for  the 
simple  reason  that  they  are  servants  of  a 
ruling  class  whose  profits  are  derived 
from  the  exploitation  of  labor  and  the 
racist  oppression  of  blacks,  immigrants 
and  all  minorities.  To  be  sure,  the  cops 


hate  the  idea  of  any  kind  of  body  they 
view  as  an  infringement  on  their  power, 
but  the  purpose  of  civilian  review  boards 
is  to  whitewash  cop  terror  while  build- 
ing dangerous  illusions  that  the  racist, 
capitalist  state  can  be  reformed  to  serve 
the  interests  of  working  people  and  the 
oppressed, 

In  the  wake  of  September  1 1.  the  rul- 
ing class  has  been  pushing  the  lie  of 
"national  unity”  in  order  to  whip  up  sup- 
port for  U.S.  imperialism’s  wars  abroad 
and  increased  state  repression.  The  cops, 
we  are  told,  are  heroes  who  are  to  be 
admired.  And  in  order  to  ensure  our 
"security”  against  the  ubiquitous  terrorist 
bogeyman,  we’ve  been  told  that  we  must 
sacrifice  the  few  civil  liberties  that  work- 
ing people  and  minorities  have  in  this 
country.  But  the  horrible  reality  of  black 
oppression,  which  the  recorded  cop  beat- 
ing of  Jackson-Chavis  once  again  brings 
to  the  fore  for  all  to  see.  and  the  specta- 
cle of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  workers 
being  laid  off  and  their  pensions  and  sav- 
ings destroyed  as  a handful  of  capital- 
ists get  filthy  rich  exposes  the  myth 
that  all  Americans  have  common  inter- 
ests. America  is  a viciously  racist,  class- 
divided  society,  and  the  working  class 
and  the  oppressed  in  this  country  share 
nothing  in  common  with  the  capitalist 
exploiters  or  their  political  agents. 

Break  with  the  Democrats! 

For  a Workers  Party! 

Echoing  Zinzun  et  al..  at  a demon- 
stration on  July  12  in  Inglewood,  the 
reformist  Freedom  Socialist  Party  carried 
a placard  reading:  "The  problem:  police 
brutality.  The  solution:  elected  civilian 
review  boards.”  A speaker  for  the  Octo- 
ber 22nd  Coalition  Against  Police  Brutal- 
ity, a liberal  group  associated  with  the 
Revolutionary  Communist  Party  and 
Refuse  & Resist,  did  not  go  beyond  call- 
ing for  a vague  “movement  of  the  people" 
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Inglewood:  SL/SYC  contingent  at  protest  against  cop  terror,  July  12. 


Mexico... 

(continued  from  page  5) 

federal  government  issued  the  expropria- 
tion decree.  The  PRD,  no  less  than  the 
PRl  [former  ruling  Institutional!  Revolu- 
tionary Party]  and  PAN  [Fox’s  National 
Action  Party],  is  a bourgeois  party  com- 
mitted to  removing  any  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  capitalism. 

As  Marxists,  we  favor  advances  in  the 
infrastructure  of  industry  and  services  in 
society — even  under  capitalism — such  as 
the  building  of  dams,  electric  plants, 
highways,  etc.,  because  they  are  socially 
useful  works.  The  existing  Mexico  City 
airport  is  small,  with  only  two  runways, 
and  lies  entirely  within  the  city.  This 
makes  it  highly  unsafe,  not  only  for  air- 
line workers  and  passengers  but  also  for 
the  population  that  lives  under  the  air- 
planes’ routes.  Thus,  we  would  favor  a 
new  and  safer  airport  for  Mexico  City.  If 
the  government  wants  to  use  communal 
lands  or  those  of  poor  peasants  for  this, 
then  it  must  pay!  These  lands  should  be 
used  only  with  the  consent  of  the  peas- 
ants, on  the  basis  of  a generous  payment 
by  the  government. 

Today,  most  workers  and  peasants  do 
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not  have  access  to  air  transportation, 
as  is  also  the  case  in  regard  to  modern 
highways  and  the  Internet.  We  do  not 
fight  to  stop  advances,  but  for  there  to 
be  advances  for  all.  Only  through  a 
planned  economy  and  the  nationalization 
of  all  land,  under  a workers  government, 
will  it  be  possible  to  bring  technological 
advances  to  the  countryside  in  order  to 
lift  the  peasantry  out  of  its  ancestral  back- 
wardness and  oppression.  Our  struggle  is 
based  on  the  perspective  of  building  a 
society  without  classes,  where  there  is  no 
division  between  those  who  work  and 
those  who  possess.  We  fight  for  a society 
that  overcomes  economic  scarcity  and 
reaches  a level  of  labor  productivity  qual- 
itatively higher  than  that  of  even  the 
most  advanced  capitalist  countries.  Only 
this  can  guarantee  both  the  full  scientific 
and  cultural  development  of  the  indi- 
vidual and  his  comfort,  on  the  basis  of 
material  plenty.  To  realize  this  perspec- 
tive. it  is  necessary  to  build  workers  par- 
ties around  the  world  that  lead  the  prole- 
tariat. rallying  behind  it  all  the  oppressed 
in  struggle  for  their  liberation.  This  is  the 
fight  to  which  the  Grupo  Espartaquista 
de  Mexico,  section  of  the  International 
Communist  League,  is  dedicated.  Defend 
the  Atenco  peasants!  u 


Free  Mitchell  Crooks! 


The  following  letter  was  sent  by 
the  Partisan  Defense  Committee  on 
July  15  to  the  District  Attorneys  of 
Los  Angeles  and  Placer  counties  in 
California. 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee 
protests  the  vindictive  arrest  of  Mitch- 
ell Crooks  only  days  after  the  airing 
of  his  videotape  showing  the  brutal 
police  beating  of  black  youth  Dono- 
van Jackson  in  Inglewood  on  July  6. 
The  police  vendetta  against  Crooks 
began  from  the  moment  the  videotape 
was  released.  On  July  10.  L.A.  Chief 
Deputy  D A.  Curt  Livesay  telephoned 
L.A.  radio  station  KFI-FM  during  an 
interview  with  Crooks  to  threaten  him 
with  a grand  jury  subpoena.  The  next 
day.  plainclothes  cops  arrested  Crooks 


to  "stop  police  brutality.”  But  there  can  be 
no  end  to  cop  terror  short  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  system  of  capitalist  exploita- 
tion and  racist  oppression  which  the  cops 
enforce. 

Sounding  more  radical  than  these  pu- 
sillanimous outfits  is  the  Progressive 
Labor  Party,  which  issued  a 13  July  leaf- 
let titled;  "Inglewood.  LA  Cops  Are  the 
#1  Terrorists!”  The  leaflet  ended  with  the 
correct  statement  that  the  ruling  class 
uses  "their  racist  cops  to  enforce  ter- 
ror against  workers  just  like  they  want 
US  soldiers  to  enforce  terror  against 
workers  around  the  world!”  But  behind 
the  radical  veneer  lie  the  same  liberal 
politics.  Expressing  profound  confidence 
that  the  capitalist  state  is  the  vehicle 
for  retribution,  the  leaflet  demands: 
"The  beating  of  Donovan  Jackson  must 
be  avenged  by  demanding  that  Morse 
be  fired  and  jailed  for  racist  assault  on 
Jackson  and  many  other  residents  of 
Inglewood!” 

At  the  time  of  the  1992  L.A.  upheaval 
against  the  acquittal  of  the  cops  who 
beat  Rodney  King  within  an  inch  of  his 
life,  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee — a 
legal  and  social  defense  organization 
associated  with  the  Spartacist  League — 
issued  a statement  declaring; 

‘The  working  class  must  not  allow  the 
black  population  to  be  isolated — the 
powerful  L.A.  unions  such  as  longshore, 
aerospace  and  city  workers  should  or- 
ganize work  stoppages  and  mass  mobi- 


outside  CNN’s  office,  placing  him 
into  an  unmarked  cop  car  as  he  was 
screaming  for  help.  Crooks  had  to  be 
hospitalized  overnight  for  injuries  he 
received  during  the  arrest.  He  is  now 
in  a jail  cell  in  Placer  County. 

Crooks’  arrest  is  clearly  aimed  at 
punishing  him  for  his  courageous 
action.  It  is  intended  as  an  ominous 
warning  to  anyone  who  would  dare 
document  the  brutality  that  is  “stan- 
dard operating  procedure"  for  the 
racist  cops.  We  add  our  voice  to  the 
many  others  in  Southern  Califor- 
nia and  around  the  country  who  are 
outraged  at  the  vicious  attack  against 
Donovan  Jackson  and  the  arrest  of 
Mitchell  Crooks.  Drop  the  charges 
against  Mitchell  Crooks!  Free  him  now! 


lizaiions  to  solidarize  with  and  defend 
the  black  community  as  the  LAPD  looks 
to  spill  more  blood  to  ‘celebrate’  their 
racist  victory  over  Rodney  King." 

This  year  the  vicious  assault  on  Dono- 
van Jackson-Chavis  came  in  the  midst  of 
a contract  battle  pitting  the  powerful 
ILWU  longshore  union  against  the  ship- 
ping bosses  out  to  gut  the  union.  An 
ILWU  strike  would  demonstrate  the 
social  power  of  the  labor  movement,  a 
power  that  needs  to  be  mobilized  in 
defense  of  the  ghettos  and  barrios  against 
the  marauding  racist  cops.  But  the  labor 
movement  is  hamstrung  by  the  union 
tops,  whose  program  is  one  of  class 
peace  and  collaboration  with  the  bosses, 
in  particular  through  their  support  to  the 
Democrats. 

The  first  step  to  unleashing  labor/ 
black  power  is  to  break  the  chains  that 
shackle  the  working  class  to  its  capitalist 
class  enemy.  The  working  people  need 
their  own  party — one  that  champions 
the  rights  of  black  people  and  all  the 
oppressed;  a workers  party  comijiitted  to 
the  fight  for  workers  revolution  and  the 
replacement  of  the  deeply  inhumane  and 
brutal  capitalist  system  with  a workers 
government  where  those  who  labor  rule. 
Only  then  will  cop  terror  and  racist 
oppression  be  forever  done  away  with. 
No  reliance  on  capitalist  courts,  cops  or 
politicians!  Break  with  the  Democratic 
Party  of  racism  and  war!  Build  a revolu- 
tionary workers  party!  ■ 


ILWU... 

(continued  from  page  S) 
themselves  into  the  Dockworkers  Soli- 
darity Committee.  The  ISO  newspaper 
Socialist  Worker  (5  July)  approvingly 
quotes  Local  10  secretary-treasurer  Clar- 
ence Thomas  as  saying  that  "national 
security  is  when  everyone  has  a job,  with 
a living  wage,  health  care  and  a pension”; 
the  July  II  is&ue  of  Workers  World  quotes 
Jim  Spinosa  to  the  same  effect.  In  an  op- 
ed piece  in  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle 
(23  July).  left-talking  Local  10  business 
agent  Jack  Heyman  expresses  opposition 
to  "national  security.”  but  only  because  it 
will  “deny  basic  civil  liberties.”  In  this 
way,  both  the  union  "militants"  and  their 
"socialist”  chorus  founder  on  the  shoals 
of  the  “national  unity”  crusade.  Refusing 
to  confront  its  central  premise,  they 
merely  seek  to  redefine  it. 

In  fact,  the  capitalists’  attacks  on  dem- 
ocratic rights  and  on  the  labor  movement 
at  home  go  hand  in  hand  with  their 
imperialist  military  adventures  around 
the  world.  The  need  to  win  the  working 
class  to  the  understanding  that  defense  of 
their  own  rights  entails  opposition  to  the 
U.S.  capitalist  rulers  has  motivated  the 
Spartacist  League  in  our  support  to 
the  longshoremen  against  the  PMA  and 
the  government.  This  perspective  was  put 
forward  by  the  SL  at  a July  27  meeting 
titled  "Democracy  and  the  ILWU.”  which 
was  attended  by  125  people,  most  of  them 
longshore  "B-men"  (who  have  no  demo- 
cratic rights  in  the  union).  Following  a 


video  on  the  historic  1934  San  Francisco 
longshore  strike,  our  comrade  pointed  to 
the  role  of  the  government  at  that  time  in 
protecting  the  bosses  against  the  striking 
workers.  stressing  the  urgent  necessity  of 
being  able  to  distinguish  between  one's 
friends  and  one's  enemies  in  the  current 
struggle.  She  expressed  our  opposition 
to  the  fact  that  Democratic  mayor  (and 
active  strikebreaker)  Willie  Brown  was 
the  keynote  speaker  at  a July  24  rally 
sponsored  by  the  Dockworkers  Solidarity 
Committee  in  front  of  the  PMA  offices  in 
San  Francisco,  noting  that  "his  purpose 
in  being  there  was  to  head  off  the  union 
from  exercising  its  social  power  against 
the  bosses  and  to  blow  off  steam.”  She 
summed  up; 

"I  want  to  remind  people  here  about  the 
demonstration  on  February  9 when  the 
Labor  Black  League  for  Social  Defense 
and  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee 
initiated  a labor-centered  united-front 
protest  in  downtown  Oakland  that  broke 
through  the  post-September  1 1 ‘national 
uniiy.‘  With  many  of  you  longshoremen 
at  Its  core,  the  rally  was  directed  against 
the  anti-immigrant  witchhunt  which  has 
targeted  many  of  your  brothers,  the  port 
truckers;  the  USA-Palriot  Act.  which 
has  gone  against  many  immigrants;  and 
the  Maritime  Security  Act.  something 
that  strikes  at  the  heart  of  the  ILWU.  The 
protest  gave  a taste  of  labor’s  power 
when  organized  under  its  own  banners, 
independent  of  the  capitalist  state  and  its 
political  parties. 

"What  we  need  is  a revolutionary  work- 
ers party  that  will  fight  for  the  interests  of 
the  working  class.  We  fight  for  a socialist 
and  egalitarian  society.  We  urge  workers 
that  are  looking  for  a way  forward  to  read 
our  paper  and  come  to  talk  to  us.  ■ 

WORKERS  VANGUARD 


IG  Lies... 

(coniiniwrl  from  pa^e  4) 

this  “elecloral  game”  leading  up  to  the 
Na/i  victory.  Germany  was  in  a slate  of 
virtual  civil  war,  as  Hiller’s  SA  storm- 
troopers  staged  attacks  against  Jews  and 
trade  unionists  and  the  streets  of  Berlin 
and  other  cities  saw  pitched  battles  be- 
tween the  Na/.is  and  Communist  militias. 

I For  all  its  fulminalions  about  “fighting 
fascism.”  it  is  the  IG  that  downplays  the 
‘ very  real  horror  of  triumphant  fascism.  A 
I couple  of  years  ago  they  went  ballistic 
when  the  fascist  Jorg  Haider’s  Freedom 
Party  (FPO)  joined  the  governing  coali- 
tion in  Austria,  This  was  not  the  first 
time  the  FPO  had  been  in  the  Austrian 
government.  But  where  the  FPO  was  in  a 
coalition  with  the  Socialist  Party  (SPO) 
from  1983  to  1986,  the  SPO  was  frozen 
j out  of  the  current  coalition.  This  fact 
j played  no  small  role  in  impelling  the 
social  democrats  and  their  left  lackeys  to 
organize  a wave  of  “anti-fascist”  protests 
across  Europe.  And  then,  loo,  the  IG 
brought  up  the  “militant”  rear,  decrying 
{ our  assertion  that  Haider’s  victory  was 
j essentially  an  electoral  phenomenon. 

^ As  Trotsky  explained  in  “Whither 
France”  (October  1936):  “The  historic 
function  of  fascism  is  to  smash  the  work- 
ing class,  destroy  its  organizations,  and 
slitle  political  liberties  when  the  capital- 
ists find  themselves  unable  to  govern  and 
dominate  with  the  help  of  democratic 
( machinery.”  But.  as  we  have  noted  in  our 
j polemics  against  the  IG  on  this  question, 
such  is  not  the  case  in  Austria,  where  the 
organizations  of  the  left  and  working  class 
seem  remarkably  intact  given  the  fascist 
threat  much  ballyhooed  by  the  IG.  in  its 
"Strong  Slate”  article,  the  IG  finally  re- 
sponds to  our  pointed  question.  "So  does 
the  IG  think  Austria  is  fascist  today?”: 
'The  cynical  editors  of  Workers  Vanguarti 
know  pertccily  well  that  wc  do  not  argue 
ihat  Austria  or  lialy  are  fascist  because  of 
the  presence  of  fascist  parties  as  junior 
partners  in  coalition  governments.  But 
more  fundamentally,  the  ICL's  parlia- 
mentary blinders  prevent  them  from  see- 
[ ing  that  while  fascist  dictatorship  is  not 

» on  the  agenda,  there  is  a clear  and  pre- 

I sent  danger  posed  by  the  drive  toward  a 

bonapartist  'strong state.’  In  recent  years, 
the  bourgeoisie  as  a whole  and  its  reform- 
' isi  lieutenants  in  the  workers  movement 
' have  rammed  through  police-state  mcas- 

; ' ures  across  Europe,  in  the  U.S.  and 

f throughout  the  capitalist  world.  The 

[ impenalists*  current  terrorist  'war  on  ter- 
, rorism’  intensifies  this  push.  The  real 
danger  represented  by  Le  Pen  and  his  ilk 
I IS  that  in  various  countries  where  they 
have  a historical  presence,  the  fascists  act 
. I as  the  cutting  edge  of  this  drive." 

J This  is  doubletalk.  In  a 4 May  state- 
I ment,  the  IG  drew  an  analogy  between 
I the  re-election  of  Chirac  and  the  1932 
• i election  of  the  arch-reactionary  militarist 
1 Hindenburg  as  German  president,  who 
I handed  over  power  to  Hiller  a year  later. 
Now,  having  hammered  away  at  the 
imminent  fascist  danger,  the  IG  assures 


us  that  there  is  no  danger  of  a fascist 
takeover  but  rather  that  the  fascists  are 
content  to  remain  junior  partners  in  con- 
stitutional governments.  The  IG  willfully 
and  idiotically  conllales  very  different 
situations.  The  German  bourgeoisie 
turned  to  the  fascists  in  the  early  ’30s  in 
order  to  suppress  an  insurgent  proletariat 
in  the  context  of  severe  social  crisis  and 
in  a desire  to  reverse  its  defeat  in  World 
War  1,  Today,  West  Europe  is  faced  with 
a conjunclural  economic  downturn  in 
which  the  millions  of  immigrant  workers 
brought  in  earlier  are  deemed  “surplus.” 

To  be  sure,  the  main  role  of  the  fascist 
parties  in  Europe  currently  is  to  act  as 
pressure  groups  on  the  parties  admini.ster- 
ing  capitalist  rule.  But  it  was  largely 
under  the  auspices  of  social-democratic 
parties  at  the  head  of  popular-front 
governments  that  a continent-wide  war 
against  immigrants  was  unleashed,  aimed 
at  disarming  the  working  class  in  the  face 
of  relentless  attacks  on  their  living  stan- 
dards and  double-digit  unemployment 
rales.  The  bourgeoisie  doesn't  presently 
need  to  unleash  the  fascist  gangs,  as  its 
"democratic”  state  machinery  is  more 
than  adequate  to  handle  the  job  of  repres- 
sion and  terror  to  keep  the  working  class 
in  line. 

Taking  us  to  task  for  observing  the 
reality  that  "fascist  terror  against  immi- 
grants is  not  now  rampant  in  France.”  the 
IG  points  to  the  "fascist-infested  police 
[who]  have  put  immigrant  areas  under  a 
stale  of  siege.”  And  if  the  cops  weren't 
fascist-infested,  they  would  behave  dif- 
ferently? The  IG  goes  on  to  make  the  sup- 
posed revelation  that  not  only  the  police, 
but  the  French  army,  anti-abortion  outfits 
and  union-busting  private  security  agen- 
cies are  riddled  with  fascists.  For  commu- 
nists it  is  hardly  news  that  the  capitalist 
.state  and  its  auxiliaries  have  lots  of  fascist 
knuckles  and  fists.  But  that  does  not  make 
the  attacks  by  these  state  agencies  on  the 
working  class  and  oppressed  equiva- 
lent to  the  rise  of  fascism.  The  implica- 
tion of  the  IG’s  banal  but  breathless  "rev- 
elation.s”  is  that  somewhere  there  must  be 
cop  agencies  unsullied  by  fascist  penetra- 
tion. dovetailing  with  the  social-democ- 
ratic fantasy  that  there  can  be  “good 
cops”  who  serve  the  people. 

What  the  IG  tries  to  obscure  with  its 
talk  of  a "strong  state”  is  exactly  what 
Lenin  emphasized  in  the  key  Marxist 
work  on  the  stale.  The  State  and  Revolu- 
tion (1917):  that  the  brutal  machinery  of 
capitalist  stale  repression  is  the  normal 
workings  of  bourgeois  democracy,  that  the 
capitalist  slate — whether  in  democratic, 
bonapartist  or  fascist  garb — is  the  dicta- 
torship of  the  bourgeoisie. 

We  Marxists  fight  every  escalation  of 
capitalist  state  repression  and  every  step 
toward  bonapartism.  That  is  why  the  LTF 
has  placed  such  great  stress  in  its  propa- 
ganda before,  during  and  since  the  elec- 
tions on  the  need  to  mobilize  the  prole- 
tariat against  Vigipirale  and  the  whole 
racist  "security”  campaign  that  has  served 
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as  the  crucial  mechanism  for  lying  the 
workers  to  their  "own”  bourgeoisie.  Far 
from  Norden’s  doublelalk  about  the  fas- 
cists and  the  "strong  state.”  what  the 
workers  movement  must  understand  is 
that  the  Jospin  popular  front  paved  the 
way  for  intensified  bonapartist  repres- 
sion. including  literally  writing  the  laws 
for  Chirac  & Co.  Entire  elements  of  the 
Vigipirate  "emergency  powers”  adopted 
under  Jospin  have  now  been  drafted 
wholesale  into  French  law  by  Chirac. 

“Death  of  Communism” 
Defectors 

For  the  IG.  the  weilspring  of  the  ICL’s 
supposed  retreat  from  revolutionary 
Trotskyism  is  to  be  found  in  our  acknowl- 
edgment that  the  counterrevolutionary 
destruction  of  the  Soviet  degenerated 
workers  slate  has  led  to  a worldwide 
regression  in  working-class  conscious- 
ness. Yet  the  impact  that  this  world- 
historic  defeat  would  have  on  the  proletar- 
iat is  so  obvious  that  it  was  addressed 
decades  ago  by  the  adherents  of  Trotsky’s 
Left  Opposition  in  the  U.S.  Their  1929 
“Platform  of  the  Communist  Opposition" 
argued: 

“The  collapse  of  the  Russian  revolution 
as  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat 
would  signify  the  retardation  for  decades 
of  the  revoluUonary  movement  in  Europe 
and  America  and  the  uprisings  of  the 
colonial  peoples,  whose  main  point  of 
support  today  is  the  victory  of  the  Rus- 
sian October,  A collapse  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  an  unequalled  reign  of  reaction 
throughout  the  world  and  would  entail  a 
restoration  of  world  imperialist  rule 
wiihoul  precedent  in  the  last  two  or  three 
decades." 

The  reactionary  effects  of  capitalist 
counterrevolution  are  manifest.  The  once 
mass  Communist  parties  in  Italy  and 
France — which,  however  reformist  their 
politics,  reflected  some  identification  by 
large  numbers  of  workers  with  the  Rus- 
sian October — have  been  reduced  to 
shadows  of  what  they  were.  Indeed,  it  is 
in  good  part  because  of  the  impact  that 
the  current  reign  of  reaction  has  had  on 
the  working  class  that  the  bourgeoisie 
sees  no  proletarian  challenge  on  the  hori- 
zon and  therefore  no  need  for  fascism  to 
maintain  its  rule. 

The  IG  itself  is  the  demoralized  prod- 
uct of  the  wave  of  imperialist  reaction  and 
triumphalism  over  the  "death  of  commu- 
nism” that  swept  the  globe  with  the  final 
destruction  of  the  gains  of  the  great  Octo- 
ber Revolution  by  capitalist  counterrevo- 
lution in  1991-92.  Its  desperation  is  evi- 
denced in  its  pretentious,  world-altering 
diktats — from  clarion  calls  for  unspeci- 
fied forces  (Afghani  tribesmen?)  to  defeat 
U.S.  imperialism  in  Afghanistan  to 
thundering  cries,  amid  a crusade  for 
national  unity  behind  the  “French  Repub- 
lic.” for  a workers  boycott  of  the  French 
elections.  Its  lies  are  used  to  justify  a real- 
ity that  the  IG  itself  has  constructed. 

The  IG  asserts  that  the  ICL  has  re- 
defined "the  French  National  Front  as  an 
electoral  rather  than  a fascist  party”  to 
argue  that  we  have  given  up  on  any  fight 
to  mobilize  the  proletariat.  Yet  when  a 
real  fascist  menace  was  posed  by  a poten- 
tial mobilization  of  some  thousands  of  Le 
Pen’s  stormtroopers  in  Paris  on  May  Day. 
the  LTF  declared:  "What’s  necessary  is 
mass  mobilizations  to  repulse  this  dan- 
ger.” The  IG  dismisses  this  out  of  hand 
because  we  pointed  out  that  the  obstacle 
to  such  a mobilization  was  the  social- 
democratic  misleaders  who  kept  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  people  away  from 
the  fascists  and  herded  them  to  vole  for 
Chirac.  Unlike  the  IG  with  its  phony  agi- 
tational rhetoric,  we  recognize  that  our 
small  organization  in  France  (much  less 
the  IG's  phantom  "French  section”)  does 
not  yet  have  the  roots  and  influence  in 
the  proletariat  to  implement  our  call  to 
defend  the  workers'  May  Day.  One  could 
posit  that  Norden  and  his  sidekick 
Negrete  have  been  so  overcome  by  mega- 
lomaniacal  delusions  of  their  own  gran- 
deur that  they  actually  believe  that  if  they 
call  for  the  workers  to  act  they  will.  In 
fact,  it  is  pure  cynicism  in  the  service  not 
of  combatting  the  current  misleaders  of 
the  proletariat  but  of  accommodating  to 
them. 

That  the  LTF  even  considered  the  pos- 


sibility of  critical  support  to  LO  had  the 
IG  so  exercised  that  it  crafted  another 
lie — that  we  had  made  an  offer  of  "con- 
ditional critical  support.”  As  we  have 
said,  the  popular  front  and  Vigipirate  are 
intertwined  axes  of  the  class  collabora- 
tionism  that  maintains  capitalist  rule  in 
France.  By  refusing  to  support  the  popu- 
lar front  in  the  first  round  of  the  elections, 
and  Chirac  in  the  second.  LO  took  a half- 
step  away  from  class  collaborationism. 
Had  it  taken  a full  step  and  opposed  Vigi- 
pirale and  the  racist  roundups,  we  would 
have,  without  qualms,  offered  critical 
support  to  LO  in  the  elections — i.e..  we 
would  have  voted  and  campaigned  for 
them  while  counterposing  our  revolution- 
ary program  to  their  reformist  politics 
every  step  of  the  way. 

Indeed,  such  breaks  from  existing 
forms  of  class  collaboration  are  pre- 
cisely the  basis  for  considering  critical 
support.  Not  because  they  are  some  kind 
of  measure  of  the  "sincerity”  of  the 
reformist  or  centrist  party  in  question, 
but  because  they  are  an  indicator  of  pres- 
sure In  its  ranks,  i.e..  of  the  potential  to 
win  some  portion  of  its  membership  to  a 
revolutionary  program  and  party.  Apply- 
ing the  lactic  of  critical  .support  also 
affords  the  opportunity  to  address  work- 
ers who  are  attracted  to  an  opposition  to 
class  collaborationi.sm. 

To  forfeit  such  opportunities  out  of 
hand  is  to  forfeit  the  process  of  splits  and 
regroupments  necessary  to  build  a revo- 
lutionary parly  of  scale  and  w ould  signal 
the  abandonment  of  any  real  intention  to 
forge  a Leninist  vanguard  party.  But  the 
IG's  notion  of  "regroupment”  has  more  in 
common  with  doling  out  McDonald's 
franchises  based  on  political  treatises  full 
of  sound  and  fury  and  signifying  nothing. 
Take  the  first  group  adhering  to  the  IG’s 
League  for  the  Fourth  International,  the 
Liga  Quarta-Internacionalista  do  Brasil. 
We  had  broken  relations  with  this  out- 
fit when  it  became  clear  that  they  were 
simply  opportunists  interested  in  the 
defense — at  all  costs — of  their  positions 
at  the  head  of  a cop-infested  municipal 
workers  union  in  Volta  Redonda.  To  this 
end  they  launched  a series  of  court  suits 
against  their  opponents,  appealing  to  the 
capitalist  state  to  adjust  the  union  leader- 
ship configuration  to  their  advantage. 
When  we  exposed  this  betrayal,  the 
presses  of  the  IG’s  Internationalist  went 
into  high  gear  generating  lying  denials 
and  obfuscations  (see  “Court  Papers 
Prove  They  Sued  the  Union — IG’s  Brazil 
Cover-Up:  Dirty  Hands.  Cynical  Lies.” 
IVY  No.  671.  11  July  1997). 

Since  its  inception,  the  IG  has  demon- 
strated the  dialectic  of  conciliating  alien 
class  forces  and  shameless  lying  in  the 
service  of  such  appetites.  If  indeed  we 
had  truly  maligned  their  Brazilian  com- 
rades. which  we  didn’t,  the  IG  could  have 
just  published  the  court  papers  that  they 
claimed  demonstrated  their  innocence. 
But  few  people  can  get  to  Volta  Redonda 
to  determine  for  themselves  the  facts 
of  the  matter,  and  the  IG’s  lies  against 
the  ICL  have  played  well  among  some 
trade-union  opportunists  and  reformists 
in  the  U.S.  But  not  so  over  the  French 
elections,  where  the  village  idiot  could 
delect  their  lies.a 
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Big  Brother... 

{coutimu'd  from  pafie  1) 

social  power  in  defense  of  immigrants, 
which  requires  tearing  through  the  strait- 
jacket  of  “national  unity”  promoted  by 
the  U.S-  capitalist  rulers  and  breaking 
down  the  poisonous  ethnic  divisions  they 
promote  to  weaken  the  labor  movement 
and  maintain  their  rule,  Down  with  the 
government's  “war  on  terror"!  Defend 
immigrant  rights! 

Government  Blitzkrieg 
on  Civil  Liberties 

Yasser  Esam  Hamdi  was  picked  up  on 
an  Afghan  battlefield  last  November  and 
sent  to  a military  brig  in  Norfolk,  Vir- 
ginia in  April  after  the  government  con- 
firmed that  he  was  an  American  citizen 
born  in  Louisiana.  Brooklyn-born  Abdul- 
lah al-Muhajir  was  arrested  at  Chicago's 
O’ Hare  airport  on  May  8 and  held  as  a 
"material  witness”  for  the  next  month. 
On  June  10.  Ashcroft  convened  a press 
conference  broadcast  from  Moscow  and 
announced  with  great  fanfare;  "In  appre- 
hending al  Mujahir  (sic]  as  he  sought 
entry  into  the  United  States,  we  have  dis- 
rupted an  unfolding  terrorist  plot  to 
attack  the  United  Stales  by  exploding  a 
radioactive  ‘dirty  bomb’.”  Since  the  gov- 
ernment has  produced  no  evidence  that 
he  did  anything,  the  Feds  did  not  charge 
Muhajir  with  a crime.  Instead,  he  was 
designated  an  “enemy  combatant"  and 
shipped  off  to  a military  brig  in  Charles- 
ton. South  Carolina. 

Even  Deputy  Defense  Secretary  Paul 
Wolfowitz  conceded,  "1  don’t  think  there 
was  actually  a plot  beyond  some  fairly 
loose  talk”  (Guardian,  13  June).  Though 
admitting  that  the  prospect  that  Muhajir 
had  anything  to  do  with  a “dirty  bomb” 
was  “not  realistic,”  former  Defense  Sec- 
retary James  Schlesinger.  who  also 
served  as  CIA  director,  chimed  in:  "The 
intent  was  there,  the  threat  was  there." 
Thus,  "it  was  a criminal  act”  (New  York 
Times.  1 1 June),  In  the  old  days  a 
“thought  crime”  meant  being  prosecuted 
solely  for  one’s  political  views.  Under 
this  administration  it’s  like  .something 
out  of  the  movie  Minority  Report  with 
Bush.  Ashcroft  and  Cheney  as  the  three 
“pre-cogs”  who  designate  for  arrest  peo- 
ple who  haven’t  even  planned  a crime 
yet.  Describing  how  "the  government  has 
produced  no  evidence  that  a dirty-bomb 
plot  existed,”  a June  12  editorial  in  the 
New  York  Times  noted:  "We  do.  however, 
have  President  Bush’s  assurance.. .that 
‘This  guy  Padilla  is  a bad  guy’.” 

In  the  case  of  Hamdi.  prosecutors 
appealed  a federal  court  ruling  ordering 
the  government  to  allow  him  to  meet  with 
an  attorney.  The  government  argued  that 
anyone  designated  an  "enemy  combat- 
ant” did  not  have  to  be  provided  the  legal 
protections  available  to  most  American 
citizens.  Sounding  like  a legal  brief  argu- 
ing for  the  divine  right  of  kings,  they 
added:  “The  court  may  not  second-guess 
the  military’s  enemy  combatant  determi- 
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Oarul  Uloom  Islamic  Insiilula  .. 

Abdullah  al-Muhajir  (Jose  Padilla),  John  Walker  Lindh,  Yasser  Esam  Hanidi. 
Washington  has  expanded  repressive  powers  to  deny  constitutional  rights 
to  U.S.  citizens  labeled  "enemy  combatants.” 


nation”  because  in  so  doing  they  would 
"intrude  upon  the  Constitutional  preroga- 
tive of  the  Commander  in  Chief... and 
possibly  create  a ’conflict  between  judi- 
cial and  military  opinion  highly  comfort- 
ing to  enemies  of  the  United  States’” 
(Washington  Post,  20  June).  The  Fourth 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  overturned  the 
lower  court  ruling,  admonishing  the  judge 
for  not  adequately  considering  the  gov- 
ernment’s position  that  Hamdi  was  an 
“enemy  combatant.” 

At  the  same  lime,  the  cases  of  John 
Walker  Lindh  and  Zacarias  Moussaoui 
illuminate  the  use  of  conspiracy  laws  to 
imprison  people  with  absolutely  no  evi- 
dence that  they  committed  any  crime. 
Lindh.  the  2 1 -year-old  Californian  whose 
great  sin  was  that  his  religious  fanaticism 
led  him  to  the  Taliban  rather  than  their 
fundamentalist  Christian  counterparts  in 
the  U.S..  was  arrested  in  Afghanistan.  He 
was  charged  with  conspiracy  to  kill 
Americans,  providing  support  to  terror- 
ists and  using  “destructive  devices  during 
crimes  of  violence.”  Lindh’s  lawyers 
sought  protection  from  the  firearms  charge 
in  the  Second  Amendment,  citing  the  Jus- 
tice Department’s  own  position  that  it 
“broadly  protects  th? rights  of  individu- 
als...to  possess  and  bear  their  own 
firearms.”  But  the  prosecution  simply 
sneered,  declaring  that  such  rights  do  not 
apply  to  people  like  Lindh. 

On  July  15.  Lindh  pleaded  guilty  to 
providing  assistance  to  the  Taliban  and  to 
carrying  explosives.  As  CBSNews.com 
(16  July)  reported,  the  plea  deal  “signals 
a concession  from  the  government  that 
there  really  wasn't  much  ’there’  in  the 
case  against  Lindh.  regardless  of  what 
Attorney  General  John  Ashcroft  said 
publicly  shortly  after  Lindh  was  cap- 
tured.” Now.  Lindh  faces  at  least  20 
years  in  prison — al  the  end  of  which  the 
government  has  reserved  the  right  to 
lock  him  up  again  if  they  deem  him  a 
“threat”  to  the  U.S. 

The  “prize  catch”  in  the  government’s 
“war  on  terrorism”  is  Zacarias  Mous- 
saoui, a French  citizen  of  Moroccan 
descent  who  faces  the  death  .sentence  on 
charges  of  conspiring  with  the  Septem- 
ber 1 1 hijackers.  The  government  has 
labeled  Moussaoui.  who  was  arrested  a 
month  before  the  World  Trade  Center 
attack,  the  “20th  hijacker.”  but  they  have 
produced  nothing  linking  him  to  the  Sep- 
tember 1 1 hijackings:  no  witness,  no  evi- 
dence that  Moussaoui  ever  met  the  plot’s 
purported  leader.  Mohammed  Alla  (or 
any  other  hijacker),  or  that  he  even  had 
any  communications  with  them. 

In  his  unsuccessful  attempt  to  plead 
guilty  last  month,  Mou.ssaoui  confessed 
that  he  was  a member  of  Osama  bin 
Laden’s  Al  Qaeda  but  denied  any  connec- 
tion to  September  1 1.  Moussaoui’s  dis- 
avowal was  confirmed  not  only  by  French 
intelligence,  which  had  been  watching 
him  for  some  time,  but  by  numerous  un- 
named U.S.  government  officials  who  have 
verified  that  he  likely  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  September  1 1 hijackers — or  any- 
thing else  that  he  could  be  prosecuted  for. 

In  a New  York  Times  (2  August)  op-ed 
piece  tilled  "What  Was  Moussaoui’s 
Crime?”  Dahlia  Lithwick,  senior  editor 
of  Slate,  explained  that  "the  government 
charged  Mr.  Moussaoui  with  a conspir- 
acy he  never  knew  about.”  She  accounted 
for  his  "bizarre  conduct.”  including  his 
attempt  to  plead  guilty,  by  describing 
how  "until  last  week,  he  believed  he  was 
facing  the  death  penalty  for  Sept.  1 1 just 


for  being  a member  of  Al  Qaeda.  Under 
the  government’s  version  of  the  law — the 
only  version  to  which  he  had  access — he 
assumed  he  was  being  paraded  in  a show 
trial  that  was  more  about  revenge  than 
justice.” 

According  to  CBS  attorney  Andrew 
Cohen,  "Prosecutors  aren’t  supposed  to 
proceed  to  trial  with  cases  when  they 
know  or  have  reason  to  know  the  evi- 
dence doesn’t  support  the  charges  in  the 
indictment....  If  he  merely  conspired  to 
commit  a crime  that  never  occurred  and 
never  harmed  anyone,  and  if  he  was  in  jail 
at  the  lime  of  the  September  1 1 attacks  to 
boot,  how  in  the  world  will  prosecutors 
with  a straight  face  be  able  to  push  for  a 
death  sentence?  And  why  in  the  world 
would  any  judge  permit  such  a sentence 
to  be  carried  out?"  (CBSNews.com.  19 
July).  Not  only  is  it  not  uncommon  for 
prosecutors  to  push  for  the  death  sentence 
knowing  their  prey  is  likely  innocent,  but 
executing  someone  for  a crime  he  did  not 
commit  was  a hallmark  of  Bush’s  tenure 
as  governor  of  Texas. 

Are  You  Now  or  Have  You  Ever 
Been. ..a  “Bad  Guy”? 

In  the  1950s.  schoolkids  were  In- 
structed. "if  your  mommie  is  a commie, 
turn  her  in.”  Aided  by  modern  computer 
technology  such  as  “Magic  Lantern,” 
which  allows  the  government  to  read  the 
keystrokes  off  yogr  computer,  the  Bush 
administration  seeks  to  outdo  the  FBI’s 
deadly  COINTELPRO  program  of  the 
1950s-70s.  under  which  the  FBI  and 
local  police  red  squads  kept  files  on  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  leftists,  unionists, 
civil  rights  activists,  antiwar  protesters, 
feminists,  supporters  of  gay  rights,  ten- 
ants’ rights  advocates — virtually  anyone 
critical  of  government  policies.  It  was 
under  COINTELPRO  that  the  govern- 
ment launched  a war  of  terror  against  the 
radical  Black  Panther  Party,  gunning 
down  38  of  its  members  and  railroading 
hundreds  more  to  prison. 

Today.  Bush’s  call  for  a “volunteer  civil 
defense  service”  is  being  implemented 
with  Ashcroft’s  launching  of  a massive 
domestic  spying  campaign.  Operation 
TIPS.  This  McCarthyite  wet  dream, 
which  is  to  begin  in  ten  cities,  calls  for  a 
million  utility  workers,  postal  workers, 
truck  drivers,  meter  readers,  train  conduc- 
tors and  others  to  report  any  "suspicious 
activity.”  The  absurdity  of  this  was  cap- 
tured by  a Verizon  repairman  who  pointed 
out,  “People  know  we’re  coming.  It’s 
kind  of  stupid  to  leave  an  AK-47  on  the 
table  if  you  know  the  phone  guy  is  on  his 
way”  (New  York  Times,  21  July). 

An  illustration  of  what  TIPS  would 
mean  was  seen  on  July  17  when  an  Indian 
him  star  and  her  entourage  were  dragged 
oft  an  ATA  flight  arriving  in  New  York 
from  Chicago.  The  group  was  held  and 
interrogated  until  lour  in  the  morning  on 
the  grounds  they  might  be  terrorists.  Why? 
Because  they  were  South  Asian  and  a pas- 
senger deemed  they  were  acting  "suspi- 
ciously” because  they  were,  for  example, 
excitedly  looking  out  the  windows  of  the 
plane  al  the  tall  buildings  of  New  York  City. 

Responding  to  apprehension  that  TIPS 
would  create  an  "Orwellian-iype  situa- 
tion” from  right-wing  Utah  Republi- 
can Senator  Orrin  Hatch  as  well  as  Ver- 
mont Democrat  Patrick  Leahy.  Ashcroft 
announced  that  the  TIPS  program  will 
have  no  permanent  database  to  store  the 
names  of  those  reported.  These  “assur- 
ances" were  greeted  with  relief  by  mem- 


bers of  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee 
Never  mind  that  names  reported  will  be 
passed  on  to  the  FBI  and  CIA-^which  do 
maintain  such  databases. 

The  Postal  Service  has  announced  it 
will  not  participate  in  TIPS.  Last  month 
the  California  Labor  Federation  passed  a 
resolution  rightly  declaring  that  TIPS  "is 
an  attack  on  our  freedom.”  The  resolu- 
tion continued: 

“WHEREAS,  as  seen  In  Nazi  Germany, 
with  workers  encouraged  to  spy  on  each 
other,  neighbors  on  neighbors  and  even 
family  members  to  spy  on  their  own  kin. 
the  government  utilized  these  tactics 
more  lor  their  self-preservation,  they 
must  be  opposed...." 

However,  any  perspective  of  protest  and 
social  struggle  in  opposition  to  the  gov- 
ernment’s draconian  measures  is  ham- 
strung by  the  labor  tops’  allegiance  to  the 
capitalist  order,  particularly  through  the 
Democratic  Party.  The  same  resolution 
instead  called  to  "encourage  our  elected 
leaders  in  Congress,  state  government 
and  city  and  county  levels,  to  oppose  this 
draconian  TIPS  program.” 

It  should  be  recalled  that  it  was  Demo- 
crat Clinton  who  laid  the  groundwork  for 
many  of  the  repressive  decrees  imple- 
mented today.  As  author  Core  Vidui 
wrote:  “Though  Bush’s  predecessors 
have  generally  had  rather  higher  IQs 
than  his.  they,  loo,  assiduously  .serve  the 
\%  that  owns  the  country  while  allowing 
everyone  else  to  drift.  Particularly  culpa- 
ble was  Bill  Clinton”  who.  "in  hi»  fran- 
tic pursuit  of  election  victories,  sot  In 
place  the  trigger  for  a police  stale  which 
his  successor  is  now  happily  squeezing" 
(Guardian,  27  April). 

Clinton’s  response  to  the  1995  Okla- 
homa City  bombing  of  a federal  office 
building,  which  was  carried  out  by  while 
American  Timothy  McVeigh,  was  to 
launch  vicious  assaults  on  immigrant 
rights,  including  implementing  secret  tri- 
als. and  to  virtually  eliminate  habeas  cor- 
pus appeals  for  death  row  prisoners.  Vidal 
added,  “Clinton  said  that  those  who  did 
not  support  his  draconian  legislation  were 
terrorist  co-conspirators  who  wanted  to 
turn  ‘America  into  a safe  house  for  ter- 
rorists’”— the  same  logic  used  by  Bush& 
Co.  to  justify  their  attacks  on  democratic 
rights. 

While  Ashcroft’s  plans  were  long  in 
the  works,  it  was  the  Democrats’  efforts 
to  make  political  hay  out  of  pre-9/ll 
"intelligence  failures”  by  the  FBI  that  .vet 
the  stage  for  the  Bush  administration  to 
issue  its  new  FBI  guidelines,  which  pro- 
vide justification  for  massive  and  intru- 
sive stale  surveillance,  suspension  of 
democratic  rights  and  the  use  of  extra- 
legal force.  Such  investigations  for  "pre- 
vention” provide  the  perfect  open-ended 
situation  for  the  government  to  justify 
its  actions:  if  there  are  not  terrorist 
attacks,  then  the  methods  are  "proven" 
successful;  if  there  are  terrorist  attacks, 
this  is  justification  for  even  more  state 
surveillance. 

Defending  the  new  guidelines  during 
Congressional  hearings  last  week.  New 
York's  Democratic  Senator  Charles  Schu- 
mer  complained  that  Minneapolis  FBI 
agents  failed  to  seek  a warrant  to  search 
Moussaoui’s  computer  because  "the  bar 
for  getting  those  warrants  is  set  too  high" 
(New  York  Times,  I August).  Too  high! 
This  bar  could  have  been  vaulted  over  by 
anyone.  Every  single  one  of  the  nearly 
1 .000  warrant  applications  made  last  year 
to  the  secret  FISA  court— established  by 
the  1978  Foreign  Intelligence  Surveil- 
lance Act — was  approved;  and  since  its 
origin  that  court  has  turned  down  less 
than  five  of  the  more  than  10.000  appli- 
cations it  received! 

Defend  Democratic  Rights! 

The  U.S.  capitalist  rulers  are  con- 
stantly seeking  to  reinforce  their  means 
of  control  over  the  population.  For  nearly 
30  years,  the  rights  of  labor,  black  peO' 
pie  and  immigrants  were  being  chipper! 
away  by  legislation  and  court  decisions. 
The  terrorist  attacks  on  the  World  Trade 
Center  handed  Bush  & Co.  a power  saw 
to  finish  the  job. 

The  result  has  been  a panoply  of  newly 
minted  laws,  orders,  directives  and  gov- 
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Palestinians... 

(cofUimie(t  from  page  12) 

(defined  as  a per  capita  income  of  $2.50 
per  day)-  Income  is  expected  to  plunge 
by  yet  another  30  percent  by  the  end  of 
the  year. 

The  tightening  ghettoi/.ation  of  Arab 
(owns  and  villages,  combined  with  the 
massive  destruction  of  West  Bank  soci- 
ety and  infrastructure  carried  out  by  the 
Israeli  military  in  April,  has  reduced 
what  economic  life  existed  to  the  barest 
minimum.  Meanwhile,  the  Zionist  rulers 
are  withholding  some  $600  million  in 
international  aid  from  the  Palestinians. 
Israel's  rulers  are  carrying  out  a policy  of 
starvation  in  the  Occupied  Territories. 

After  nine  years  of  Palestinian  “auton- 
omy." the  number  of  Zionist  settlers  has 
doubled,  totaling  some  400.000  in  Gaza, 
the  West  Bank  and  an  ever-expanding 
East  Jerusalem.  The  true  face  of  the  set- 
tler movement  was  seen  in  the  pogromist 
rampage  last  week  in  Hebron,  where 
some  500  settlers  protected  by  6.000 
troops  lord  it  over  an  Arab  population  of 
120.000.  A funeral  for  a settler  killed  by 
Palestinians  was  turned  into  an  anti-Arab 
pogrom,  as  a racist  mob  shot  dead  a 
14-year-old  girl  in  her  home,  wounded 
her  brother,  stabbed  another  young  boy 
and  broke  into  Palestinian  houses  and 
smashed  up  the  local  market.  A recent 
poll  conducted  by  the  liberal  Peace  Now 
organization  showed  that  68  percent  of 
the  nearly  200.000  West  Bank  settlers 
would  be  willing  to  leave  if  compen- 
sated. Presumably,  these  are  largely  the 
recent  immigrants  who  were  forced  to 
live  there  by  the  government  or  those 
drawn  mainly  by  artificially  low  housing 
costs.  That  leaves  a solid  core  of  60.000 
or  more  hard-bitten  zealots — ^just  in  the 
West  Bank — who  are  determined  to 
serve  as  an  advance  guard  in  a genocidai 
war  to  expel  the  Palestinians. 

At  bottom,  the  settler  movement  is  an 
auxiliary  army  of  occupation  and  the  set- 
tlements little  more  than  military  out- 
posts. linked  by  strategic  “bypass"  high- 
ways. open  only  to  Jews,  and  a growing 
network  of  military  checkpoints  where 
Palestinians  are  routinely  terrorized  and 
humiliated.  It  is  to  maintain  this  appara- 
tus of  terror  that  the  Israeli  government 
spends  $I  billion  a year  on  “security” 
and  housing  subsidies  in  the  Occupied 


ernment  agencies  to  be  wielded  by  the 
ruling  class  against  the  proletariat  and  all 
the  oppressed.  This  was  made  abundantly 
clear  by  Peter  Kirsanow.  Bush’s  commis- 
sioner for  "Civil  Rights” — a man  who  has 
spent  his  entire  career  opposing  civil 
rights.  During  a July  meeting  in  Detroit. 
Kirsanow  ominously  told  a crowd  largely 
made  up  of  Arab  Americans,  “forget 
about  civil  rights”  If  there  is  another  ter- 
rorist attack  by  "the  same  ethnic  group 
that  attacked  the  World  Trade  Center.” 
Kirsanow  continued.  “Nobody  will  be 
crying  in  their  beer  if  there  arc  more 
stops,  more  detentions,  more  profiling.” 
As  British  commentator  Chris  Floyd  put 
it.  the  government  wants  Americans  to 
accept  its  police-state  measures,  "other- 
wise. it’ll  be  camps,  curfews  and  kanga- 
roo courts  for  the  whole  damn  country" 
[Moscow  Times,  26  July). 

The  only  rights  sacred  to  the  bourgeoi- 
sie are  the  rights  to  own  property  and 
exploit  labor.  The  rights  cherished  by 
working  people  were  never  freely  granted 
by  the  capitalist  rulers,  but  won  through 
hard  and  often  bloody  social  struggle.  In 
his  1935  treatise  The  Stale  in  Theory  and 
Practice,  Harold  Laski  noted: 

"How  accidental  was  the  union  of  capi- 
talism with  democracy.  It  was  the  out- 
come, not  of  an  essential  harmony  of  inner 
principle,  but  of  that  epoch  in  economic 
evolution....  It  would  offer  social  reforms 
so  long  as  these  did  not  jeopardize  the 
essential  relations  of  the  capitalist  system." 

The  capitalist  state — cops,  courts,  pris- 
ons and  army — is  nothing  but  an  instru- 
tnent  of  organized  violence  to  protect 
Ihe  interests  of  the  filthy-rich  capitalists 
itgainst  the  workers  who  produce  the 
vvcalih  of  this  society.  Having  secured  a 
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lerritories.  even  as  it  denies  the  bare 
essentials  of  existence  to  the  Palestinian 
population  and  slashes  social  services  for 
working  people  in  Israel.  Defense  of  the 
Palestinians  must  begin  with  the  demand 
for  the  immediate  removal  of  all  anti- 
Arab  fortifications  in  the  Occupied  Ter- 
ritories— the  troops,  the  settlements  and 
the  apartheid  highway  network. 

While  Palestinian  attacks  on  Israeli 
soldiers  and  their  fascislic  settler  auxil- 
iaries at  least  target  the  enforcers  of  the 
brutal  Zionist  occupation,  the  bombings 
of  schools,  buses,  shopping  malls  or  dis- 
cos are  criminal  from  the  standpoint 
of  the  working  class.  Such  attacks  are 
aimed  simply  at  killing  as  many  Israeli 
civilians  as  possible,  just  as  the  Israeli 
slate  terror  in  Gaza,  carried  out  with  far 
more  formidable  firepower,  was  aimed  at 
killing  as  many  Paltstinians  as  possible. 
The  choice  of  Hebrew  University  as  a 
Hamas  target  is  particularly  significant, 
as  this  is  one  of  the  few  venues  where 
Jews  and  Arabs  have  continued  to  inter- 
mingle despite  the  steady  deepening  of 
national  antagonisms  over  the  last  two 
years.  And.  in  fact,  many  of  the  wounded 
at  the  university  were  Arab  students. 

The  organizers  of  such  indiscriminate 
bombings — whether  Islamic  fundamen- 
talists or  Palestinian  nationalists  like  the 
A1  Aksa  Brigade — share  the  reactionary 
mindset  of  the  Zionist  rulers.  Just  as 
Sharon  deems  every  Palestinian  a "ter- 
rorist” to  be  tortured,  murdered  or 
starved  to  death,  Hamas  & Co.  consider 
it  a crime  to  have  been  born  into  the 
Hebrew-speaking  population  or  even  to 
as.sociaie  with  it  in  any  way.  Such  crimi- 
nal attacks  serve  only  to  deepen  the  grip 
of  chauvinism  over  the  Hebrew-speaking 
working  people  and  drive  them  further 
into  the  arms  of  their  own  exploiters. 

For  a Socialist  Federation 
of  the  Near  East! 

The  Gaza  City  attack  came  just  as  the 
Tanzim  militia  associated  with  Yasir 
Arafat's  Fatah  organization  was  about  to 
declare  a cease-fire  that  would  end  "all 
attacks  on  innocent  men,  women  and 
children  who  are  non-combatants.”  Obvi- 
ously timed  to  scuttle  this  unilateral  dec- 
laration. which  was  largely  brokered  by 
the  European  Union.  Sharon’s  bombing 
followed  a pattern  of  provocation  that 
goes  right  back  to  the  start  of  the  Pales- 
tinian uprising.  What  triggered  the  Inii- 


fabulous  increase  in  their  riches  and  prof- 
its over  the  past  two  decades  through 
increasing  the  exploitation  of  the  working 
class  and  slashing  virtually  all  social  pro- 
grams benefiting  the  poor  (as  well  as 
looting  their  own  corporations  to  the  tune 
of  billions).  America’s  rulers  are  quite 
cognizant  they  are  sitting  on  lop  of  seeth- 
ing discontent  among  the  masses  at  the 
bottom  of  this  society. 

By  first  targeting  Muslim  immigrants, 
the  rulers  have  created  the  spectre  of  an 
“enemy  within”  in  order  to  strengthen  the 
powers  of  their  own  consummately  vio- 
lent state.  What  is  necessary  is  to  fight 
now  in  defense  of  our  rights  and  the  rights 
of  immigrants  and  all  the  oppressed.  The 
Labor  Black  League  for  Social  Defense 
and  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee,  a 
legal  and  social  defense  organization 
associated  with  the  Spartacisi  League, 
initialed  the  Oakland  February  9 united- 
front,  labor-centered  mobilization  of 
trade  unionists,  immigrants,  blacks  and 
others  in  defense  of  immigrant  rights  and 
against  the  government’s  new  repressive 
laws.  As  the  SL  speaker  emphasized  at 
the  rally; 

"In  fighting  every  injustice  and  every 
oppression,  we  in  the  Spartacisi  League 
have  the  aim  of  making  the  working 
class  as  a whole  conscious  of  its  historic 
tasks;  bringing  down  this  whole  system 
of  greed,  exploitation  and  war  that  is 
capitalism.  It’s  necessary  to  fight,  and  in 
the  process  forge  a party  of  professional 
revolutionaries  that  acts  as  a tribune  of 
the  people — addressing  questions  like 
the  oppression  of  women,  the  right  to 
abortion;  a party  that  fights  against  anti- 
gay bigotry;  a party  that  recognizes  the 
centrality  of  the  fight  against  black 
oppression  in  the  fight  for  a socialist  rev- 
olution. Join  us  in  this  fight!’’* 


fada  in  the  first  place  was  Sharon's 
march  (with  the  approval  of  the  then 
Labor  government)  through  the  Muslim 
holy  shrine  of  A1  Aksa  in  Jerusalem  with 
more  than  a thousand  heavily  armed  sol- 
diers in  the  fall  of  2000. 

Since  then,  every  attempt  to  broker 
some  kind  of  "peace"  agreement — in- 
variably bused  on  the  demand  that  the 
Palestinians  cease  to  defend  themselves 
against  the  Zionist  occupiers — has  been 
buried  in  the  rubble  and  burning  wreck- 
age left  by  another  onslaught  of  the 
Israeli  war  machine.  Thus  when  Arafat 
met  U.S.  president  Clinton  in  November 
2000,  Israel  responded  by  blowing  up  a 
Fatah  activist  in  his  van — also  killing  ran- 
dom pedestrians — with  anti-tank  missiles 
launched  from  helicopters.  Similarly,  a 
Jordanian  "peace  mission"  in  April  2001 
was  greeted  with  an  Israeli  bombing 
attack  in  Lebanon  along  with  additional 
provocations  in  the  West  Bank  and  Gaza. 


This  past  February.  Israel  reacted  to  a 
Saudi-sponsored  "peace"  proposal  by 
devastating  another  refugee  camp  in  the 
West  Bank,  killing  over  30  Palestinians. 

Throughout  this  slaughter,  Israel  has 
been  backed  to  the  hilt  by  the  U.S.  impe- 
rialists with  arms,  supplies  and  billions  in 
cash.  For  both  major  bourgeois  parties  in 
the  U.S. — Republicans  and  Democrats — 
support  for  the  Zionist  slate  is  an  unas- 
sailable article  of  faith.  At  the  same  lime, 
the  U.S.  seeks  to  maintain  enough  of  a 
semblance  of  concern  for  the  plight  of 
the  Palestinian  people  so  as  not  to  com- 
pletely discredit  Washington’s  Arab  client 
regimes  in  the  face  of  widespread  popu- 
lar unrest  and  powerful  Islamist  opposi- 
tion movements.  Thus  after  Israel’s  air 
strike  in  Gaza,  some  Slate  Department 
advisers  wanted  to  “pul  enough  daylight 
between  us  and  them  so  that  our  efforts 
are  not  completely  discredited." 

This  is  where  black  Democratic  Parly 
mainstay  Jesse  Jackson  steps  in  to  offer  a 
helping  hand.  Last  month,  Jackson  trav- 
eled to  the  Near  East  to  urge  the  Palestin- 
ians to  adopt  a policy  of  "nonviolence” 
and  to  promote  “reconciliation”  between 
Israel  and  the  Palestinians.  Jackson  called 
on  the  United  Slates  to  "use  its  leverage, 
incentives  and  world  power  to  make  it 
happen.”  as  though  the  same  government 
that  subjects  black  Americans  to  gheito- 
izaiion  and  mass  incarceration  will  some- 
how "protect”  the  Palestinian  people 
from  the  Zionist  terror  machine  armed 
and  subsidized  by  U.S.  imperialism. 

Jackson  is  looking  to  revive  the  "peace 
process”  that  Democrat  Clinton  presided 
over  in  1993.  Coming  after  the  1991 
assault  on  Iraq,  in  which  U.S.  imperial- 
ism reasserted  its  unchallenged  hegem- 
ony in  the  oil-rich  Near  East,  the  1993 
“peace”  deal  was  seen  by  Washington  as 
a way  of  sealing  a Pax  Americana  in  the 
region.  For  the  Zionist  rulers,  it  was  a 
way  of  offloading  the  policing  of  the 
Occupied  Territories  into  the  willing 
hands  of  Arafat  and  a handful  of  his 
nationalist  cronies.  For  all  the  vague 
promises  of  an  eventual  bantustan-style 
mini-stale  in  the  sweet  by-and-by — if  the 
Palestinians  "behaved  themselves” — that 
was  the  real  content  of  the  "autonomy” 
ushered  in  by  the  Oslo  Accords. 


This  betrayal  of  the  just  aspirations  of 
the  Palestinian  people  was  the  result  of 
the  nationalist  strategy  pursued  by  Fatah 
and  the  rest  of  the  Palestine  Liberation 
Organization  (PLO),  including  such  "rad- 
ical" groups  as  the  Popular  Front  for  the 
Liberation  of  Palestine.  Enormously  out- 
gunned by  the  Zionist  stale,  the  PLO  was 
under  no  illusion  that  a military  struggle 
could  achieve  Palestinian  statehood.  In 
practice,  these  petty-bourgeois  national- 
ists looked  to  the  Arab  bourgeois  states, 
the  United  Nations  and.  finally,  directly 
to  the  U.S.  imperialists  to  pressure  Israel 
into  a deal. 

With  the  counterrevolutionary  collapse 
of  the  Soviet  Union  in  1991-92.  the  PLO 
was  deprived  of  crucial  diplomatic  and 
financial  support,  paving  the  way  for 
the  ignominious  U.S.-sponsored  "peace." 
The  result  has  been  such  a catastrophe 
that  large  sections  of  the  historically  cos- 
mopolitan Palestinian  population  have 


turned  to  the  Islamic  fundamentalists  of 
Hamas  and  Islamic  Jihad,  purveyors  of 
religious  obscurantism,  anti-woman  big- 
otry and  anti-Semitism. 

The  horrors  to  which  the  Palestinians 
have  been  subjected  have  provoked  out- 
rage and  protest  around  the  world.  But 
many  of  these  protests  have  been  aimed 
at  appeals  to  one  or  another  imperialist 
agency  to  intervene  in  defense  of  the 
Palestinians.  We  warn  that  any  imperial- 
ist military  intervention  would  only  aid  in 
quelling  the  Palestinian  national  struggle, 
as  the  United  Nations  did  in  overseeing 
the  creation  of  the  Zionist  state  in  1948 
and  in  disarming  Palestinian  fighters  in 
Lebanon  in  1982,  leading  to  Sharon's 
massacre  of  over  2.000  Palestinians  in  the 
Sabra  and  Shalila  refugee  camps.  As  for 
the  U.S..  it  is  already  intervening  in  the 
region,  not  only  in  support  of  Israel  but  in 
the  ongoing  bombing  of  Iraq.  We  fight 
rather  to  mobilize  the  working  people  in 
this  country  and  internationally  in  con- 
crete acts  of  class-struggle  solidarity  with 
the  besieged  Palestinians.  Down  with  the 
U.S.IIsrael  axis  of  terror!  Down  with  U.S. 
aid  to  Israel! 

There  can  be  no  genuine  self-determi- 
nation for  the  Palestinian  Arab  people — 
carved  up  between  Israel,  the  Occupied 
Territories.  Jordan  and  Lebanon — short 
of  thoroughgoing  socialist  revolutions 
that  sweep  away  the  capitalist  order 
throughout  the  Near  East.  Nor  is  self- 
determination  conceivable  without  the 
right  of  Palestinians  to  return  to  the  lands 
inside  Israel  from  which  they  were 
expelled  in  decades  past.  But  the  Hebrew- 
speaking nation  also  has  the  right  to  exist. 
The  contending  national  claims  of  these 
two  peoples  can  never  be  equitably  sorted 
out  under  capitalism,  which  is  based  on 
national  aggrandizement. 

It  is  vitally  necessary  to  build  revolu- 
tionary workers  parties  that  will  fight  to 
break  Hebrew  workers  from  the  strangle- 
hold of  intense  chauvinism  and  Arab 
workers  from  the  nationalism  and  Islamic 
reaction  that  bind  them  to  their  rulers. 
Only  under  the  red  banner  of  proletarian 
internationalism  can  all  the  peoples  of 
the  region  achieve  national  and  social  jus- 
tice within  a .socialist  federation  of  the 
Near  East.B 
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Along  with  seven  killed,  80  students,  both  Jewish  and  Arab,  were  wounded  In 
criminal  July  31  bomb  attack  by  Hamas  at  Jerusalem's  Hebrew  University,, 
one  of  few  integrated  institutions  in  Israel. 


WORKBRS  VRRCMRO 


Defend  the  Palestinians! 


AUGUST  5 — Just  before  midnight  on 
July  22,  an  American-supplied  F-16 
fighter  jet  dropped  a one-ton  bomb  on  a 
densely  populated  neighborhood  in  Gaza 
City.  Supposedly  aimed  at  killing  one 
man.  the  alleged  founder  of  the  military 
wing  of  Hamas,  the  terror  bombing 
killed  14  other  Palestinians,  including 
nine  children,  who  were  asleep  in  their 
homes.  Right-wing  prime  minister  Ariel 
Sharon  gloated  that  this  was  “one  of  our 
major  successes,”  while  “Labor”  foreign 
minister  Shimon  Peres  responded  to 
international  criticism  by  conceding  that 

a smaller  bomb  could  have  been  more 
appropriate”!  In  other  words,  the  extent 
of  death  and  devastation — an  entire 
block  of  apartment  buildings  reduced  to 
rubble,  scores  of  people  cramming  hos- 
pital wards,  dead  babies  dug  out  from  the 
heaps  of  debris — was  too  much  for  these 
butchers  to  conceal. 

This  atrocity  was  a bloody  provocation 
designed  not  to  prevent  terror  attacks  by 
the  Islamic  fundamentalists  of  Hamas,  as 
Israeli  government  spokesmen  claimed, 
but  to  guarantee  more  of  them.  On  July 
31.  Hamas  set  off  a bomb  at  lunch  time 
in  the  cafeteria  of  Jerusalem’s  Hebrew 
University,  killing  seven  people,  mostly 
students.  This  was  followed  in  rapid  suc- 
cession by  a murderous  Israeli  crack- 
down in  Nablus — one  of  seven  West 
Bank  cities  reoccupied  last  month — more 
army  killings  in  Ga/,a  and  further  Pales- 
tinian terrorist  attacks.  Yesterday,  Hamas 
claimed  credit  for  the  bombing  of  a bus 
which  left  at  least  nine  people  dead  and 
more  than  40  injured.  Meanwhile,  the 
Zionist  rulers  are  carrying  out  the  Nazi 
policy  of  “collective  punishment”  with  a 
vengeance,  blowing  up  homes  or  deport- 
ing families  of  suspected  terrorists  and 
subjecting  the  whole  Palestinian  popula- 
tion to  a total  lockdown. 

Seizing  on  the  Hebrew  University 
attack,  whose  victims  included  five 
Americans.  U.S.  president  Bush  issued  a 
blank  check  for  the  next  round  of  brutal 
Zionist  attacks,  intoning  that  “Israel  must 
defend  herself"  But  in  the  face  of  an 
international  clamor,  even  Bush  felt 
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Fifteen  Palestinians  were  killed,  160  were  wounded  and  an  entire  Gaza  Citv 
neighborhood  was  destroyed  In  July  22  Israeli  attack  by  U.S.-supplied  F-16  jet. 


D.S.  Hands  Off  Iraq! 


compelled  to  distance  himself  from  the 
’heavy-handed”  Gaza  bombing.  Above 
all.  the  White  House  is  concerned  that 
any  serious  escalation  by  Sharon  could 
pose  an  obstacle  to  its  one  overriding 
obsession  in  the  Near  East:  the  crushing 
of  the  Iraqi  regime  of  Saddam  Hussein. 
Over  the  past  month,  the  Bush  adminis- 
tration has  sharply  ratcheted  up  talk  of 
an  invasion.  A number  of  possible  war 
plans  are  being  mooted,  including  a mas- 
sive ground  invasion  involving  a quarter- 
million  troops  and  an  “outside-inside” 
scheme  combining  heavy  air  strikes  with 
a deployment  of  50.000  troops  to  seize 
Baghdad  and  assassinate  Hussein. 

The  invasion  threat  has  generated  con- 
siderable unease  among  the  West  Euro- 


pean powers,  among  Arab  leaders  like 
Jordan  s King  Abdullah — who  warned 
Bush  that  an  invasion  could  throw  the 
whole  region  into  turmoil— and  even 
among  elements  in  the  Pentagon.  Most 
pusillanimous  have  been  the  Democrats, 
who  whimper  only  that  Bush  should  first 
present  his  case  for  an  invasion  in  Con- 
gress. What  case?  Even  Hitler  fell  the 
need  to  fabricate  a provocation  to  justify 
his  invasion  of  Poland  in  1939.  But  the 
American  imperialist  rulers  arrogantly 
declare  that  they  need  no  justification 
to  overthrow  any  government  or  “pre- 
emptively” invade  any  country  they  can 
get  away  with  attacking.  For  all  the 
blather  about  “weapons  of  mass  destruc- 
tion.” Bush  administration  spokesmen 


Hebron,  July  28: 
Fascistic  Zionist  settlers 
riot  against  Palestinians, 
killing  14-year-old  girl. 

In  Hebron,  120,000 
Palestinians  are  placed 
under  24-hour  curfew 
while  500  settlers  roam 
the  streets  protected 
by  thousands  of 
Israeli  troops. 


have  rejected  out  of  hand  Iraq’s  offer  to 
reinstitute  the  United  Nations  "arms 
inspection”  regime. 

An  American  invasion  of  Iraq  would 
massively  deepen  the  destruction  carried 
out  by  the  U.S.  in  the  1991  Gulf  War. 
and  by  the  bombing  campaign  which 
continues  to  this  day.  further  devastating 
the  infrastructure  of  what  was  once  one 
of  the  most  advanced  Arab  countries.  In 
recent  months,  Washington  has  been  put- 
ting a squeeze  on  the  "oil  for  food"  pro- 
gram which  provides  a minimal  lifeline 
for  a population  besieged  by  the  continu- 
ing UN  starvation  blockade.  Curtailing 
oil  sales  ensures  that  there  will  be  even 
more  victims  than  the  one  and  a half  mil- 
lion men,  women  and  children  who  have 
already  died  from  malnutrition  and  lack 
of  medicines.  Down  with  the  imperialist 
embargo!  U.S.  hands  off  Iraq!  All  U.S.I 
UN  troops  out  of  the  Near  East!  Israel 
out  of  the  Occupied  Territories!  Defend 
the  Palestinians! 

Zionist  Cycle  of  Terror 

The  current  plight  of  the  Palestinian 
people  is  the  end-product  of  the  1993 
peace”  accords  setting  up  an  "auton- 
omous” Palestinian  Authority  that  is 
now  effectively  buried  under  Israeli  tank 
treads.  A recent  World  Bank  study  con- 
veys some  sense  of  the  nightmarish  con- 
ditions in  the  Occupied  Territories.  The 
lack  of  any  real  Israeli  investment  since 
the  territories  were  seized  in  1967  meant 
that  Palestinians  relied  overwhelming- 
ly on  menial,  low-wage  jobs  in  Israel.  Biii 
especially  since  1993.  those  jobs  were 
increasingly  sealed  off  through  ever  more 
frequent  “security”  closures  and  the 

building  of  a concrete-and-barbed-wire 

wall  around  Gaza.  From  1992  to  1998. 
the  total  number  of  Palestinian  workers 
employed  in  Israel  declined  by  half— and 
even  more  in  the  case  of  Gaza  residents— 
reducing  per  capita  income  to  1967  levels. 
Today,  the  unemployment  rate  has  sur- 
pa.ssed  50  percent,  half  of  all  children  suf- 
fer from  malnutrition  and  two-thirds  of 
Palestinians  live  below'  the  poverty  level 
continued  on  page  1 1 
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Down  With  the  UN  Starvation  Embargo! 


AP  pholos 


Reuters 


OUSE 


U.S.  Hands  Off  Iraq! 


AP 


U.S.  warptanes  menace  Iraq.  Women  demonstrate  in  Baghdad,  January  2001, 
on  tenth  anniversary  of  1991  U.S.  imperialist  war. 


SEPTEMBER  3 — The  war  drums  are 
beating  ever  more  loudly  in  Washington. 
After  months  of  “leaked"  invasion  sce- 
narios and  strident  ultimatums  for  a 
“regime  change”  in  Baghdad.  Vice  Presi- 
dent Richard  Cheney  and  Defense  Secre- 
tary Donald  Rumsfeld  last  week  declared 
the  obvious;  the  Bush  cabal  is  openly 
charting  a course  for  war  against  Iraq.  In 
response  to  widespread  expressions  of 
unease  or  opposition  from  imperialist 
allies.  Near  Eastern  client  regimes  and 
even  Republican  stalwarts  in  the  U.S.. 
the  White  House  arrogantly  declares  that 
it  will  press  ahead  with  or  without  Con- 
gressional "debate,"  international  support 
or  a United  Nations  fig  leaf. 

Some  200,0(X)  U.S.  and  British  troops 
are  already  in  the  region,  including  thou- 
sands just  across  the  border  from  Iraq  in 
Kuwait.  Faced  with  Saudi  Arabia's  oppo- 
sition to  the  use  of  bases  there,  the  Penta- 
gon is  massively  expanding  and  equip- 
ping its  air  base  in  the  tiny  emirate  of 
Qatar.  Washington  is  mollifying  opposi- 
tion to  the  use  of  critical  military  facilities 
in  Turkey  with  a $4  billion  aid  deal,  down 
payment  for  future  services  rendered.  On 
August  8.  5,000  Turkish  troops  reportedly 
joined  a large  number  of  U.S.  Special 
Forces  commandos  already  in  place  in  the 
imperialist-controlled  Kurdish  area  of 
northern  Iraq  to  attack  the  Hurriyet  air- 
field, located  near  Iraq's  main  oil  fields. 

Cheney,  Rumsfeld  & Co.  are  itching  to 
"finish  the  job"  they  began  under  Bush  Sr. 
in  the  1991  Persian  Gulf  War.  when  then- 
Defense  Secretary  Cheney  ghoulishly 
autographed  a “bunker  buster"  bomb  of 
the  kind  that  incinerated  hundreds  of 
civilians  crammed  into  a Baghdad  air  raid 
shelter.  That  war  began  with  the  bombing 
of  a baby  food  factory  and  ended  with  the 
massacre  of  tens  of  thousands  of  Iraqi 
troops,  literally  shot  In  the  back  as  they 
retreated  along  the  infamous  “highway  of 
death."  The  U.S.  deliberately  targeted 
water  sewage  and  treatment  systems,  dev- 
astating what  had  been  one  of  the  most 
developed  societies  in  the  Near  East.  In 
the. years  since,  thousands  of  families 
have  .seen  their  loved  ones  buried  or 


homes  demolished  under  U.S.  and  British 
bombs.  A million  and  a half  more  have 
fallen  victim  to  the  more  "civilized" 
terror  of  the  United  Nations  starvation 
blockade,  among  them  an  estimated 
5,000  children  under  the  age  of  five  who 
die  every  month  from  malnutrition  and 
lack  of  medical  care. 

The  war  propaganda  being  churned  out 
to  justify  another  round  of  imperialist 
mass  murder  is  breathtaking  in  its  cyni- 
cism. The  wealthiest,  most  powerful  pur- 
veyor of  terror  in  history  fulminates 
against  tinpot  ruler  Saddam  Hussein  as  a 
menace  to  the  world,  "another  Hitler.” 
Britain,  which  gassed  insurgent  Kurdish 
villages  in  Iraq  in  the  1920s,  joins  the 
U.S.,  which  saturated  the  jungles  of  Viet- 
nam with  Agent  Orange  and  CS  gas.  in 
denouncing  Iraq's  use  of  chemical  weap- 
ons In  the  1980-88  war  with  Iran.  The 
U.S.  ought  to  know:  it  was  secretly  aiding 
and  militarily  advising  Iraq  at  the  time. 
The  Pentagon  "wasn't  so  horrified  by 
Iraq's  use  of  gas."  recalled  a veteran  of 
that  covert  aid  program.  “It  was  just 
another  way  of  killing  people"  {New  York 
Times.  18  August). 

Washington  rants  about  purported 
“weapons  of  mass  destruction"  in  Iraq 
while  providing  Zionist  Israel  with 
fighter  jets  and  helicopter  gunships  to  kill 
Palestinian  kids  and  wreak  ma.ss  destruc- 
tion in  the  Occupied  Territories.  And  the 


war-crazed  Zionists  could  well  nuke 
Baghdad  should  a single  Iraqi  missile 
land  on  Israeli  soil.  The  Pentagon's 
“Nuclear  Po.sture  Review"  allows  for  a 
"pre-emptive”  nuclear  strike  against  Iraq, 
among  other  countries.  Coming  from  the 
ruling  class  that  A-bombed  Hiroshima 
and  Nagasaki  in  1945,  this  is  no  idle 
threat.  Now  Cheney  ludicrously  claims 
that  Iraq,  whose  only  nuclear  reactor  was 
bombed  by  the  Israelis  in  1981,  is  on  the 
verge  of  developing  nuclear  weapons. 
The  truth  is  the  U.S.  wouldn’t  so  readily 
contemplate  an  attack  if  Iraq  did  have  a 
nuclear  arsenal,  which  remains  about  the 
only  real  guarantor  of  national  sov- 
ereignty in  today's  world. 

War  is  the  continuation  of  politics  by 


other  means.  Imperialist  war  is  the  con- 
centrated expression  of  the  “normal’’ 
workings  of  the  capitalist  system,  which 
daily  condemns  countless  numbers  of 
people  around  the  world  to  death  by  mal- 
nutrition. lack  of  medical  care  and  indus- 
trial “accidents.”  As  always,  imperialist 
terror  abroad  will  mean  further  repres- 
sion and  regimentation  at  home. 

Wielding  the  bodies  of  the  thousands 
slaughtered  in  the  World  Trade  Center 
attack,  the  Bush  administration  declared 
an  open-ended  "war  on  terror”  against  all 
perceived  enemies,  foreign  and  domestic. 
The  cry  of  "national  unity”  was  used  to 
mobilize  the  population  behind  a murder- 
ous military  adventure  in  Afghanistan.  In 
the  U.S.,  it  has  meant  anti-immigrant 
witchhunts  and  racist  dragnets  of  Near 
Eastern  and  South  Asian  immigrants, 
increased  surveillance  and  spying,  draco- 
nian attacks  on  democratic  rights  and  new 
laws  targeting  the  rights  of  organized 
labor  in  particular.  Now  the  government 
has  met  the  possibility  of  a West  Coast 
port  strike  with  threats  of  everything  from 
Taft-Hartley  injunctions  to  a military 
occupation  of  the  docks. 

Against  the  “national  unity"  promoted 
by  the  bosses  and  the  pro-capitalist  labor 
bureaucrats,  we  counterpose  the  class 
unity  of  the  proletariat  internationally.  If 
the  working  class  is  to  defend  its  interests 
against  the  capitalist  exploiters,  it  must 
stand  in  solidarity  with  the  neocolonial 
victims  of  American  imperialist  depreda- 
tion. In  the  face  of  impending  imperialist 
war.  we  strive  to  inculcate  in  the  working 
class  and  antiwar  youth  the  Marxist 
understanding  laid  out  by  Bolshevik 
leader  Leon  Trotsky  in  the  1930s: 

‘The  struggle  against  war.  properly  un- 
derstood and  executed,  presupposes  the 

continued  on  page  12 
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On  the  Slogan 
"No  U.S.  Aid  to  Israel!" 


See  Page  6 
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NYC  Transit:  Deathtrap  for  Workers 


Christopher  Bonaparte 
Killed  on  Tracks 


Bonapane  lamiiy 


On  August  9,  New  York  City  subway 
track  worker  Christopher  Bonaparte  was 
struck  and  killed  by  a rerouted  A train  in 
the  subway  tunnel  near  Liberty  Avenue  in 
Brooklyn.  The  circumstances  surround- 
ing his  death — the  normal  hazards  that 
track  workers  face  every  day — illuminate 
the  callous  indifference  to  the  lives  of 
workers  exhibited  by  New  York  City 
Transit  (NYCT)  brass. 

Bonaparte  was  a flagman.  On  the  night 
of  the  accident,  he  was  stationed  some 
distance  up  track  from  his  work  crew  in 
order  to  stop  oncoming  trains  if  necessary 
and  alert  his  crew  to  “clear  up”  to  allow 
the  train  to  go  by.  Because  of  a sick  pas- 


senger on  the  A line  in  that  area,  a south- 
bound A train  was  rerouted  from  the  local 
to  the  express  track.  Normally,  at  3:00 
in  the  morning  there  are  no  trains  run- 
ning on  the  express  tracks.  Bonaparte 
knew  nothing  of  the  service  change  and 
was  struck  by  a train  that  he  did  not 
expect  when  he  stepped  onto  the  south- 
bound express  tracks. 

Over  the  past  20  years,  nearly  one  tran- 
sit worker  per  year  has  been  killed  by 
electrocution  or  being  hit  by  trains. 
The  majority  of  those  victims  were  work- 
ing in  the  track  division,  which  Is  heav- 
ily black  and  lower  paid.  NYCT  doesn't 
issue  radios  to  flagmen,  only  to  super- 


Defense  of  Semicolonial  Countries 
Against  Imperialist  Attack 

The  Bush  administralion  is  openly  pre- 
paring to  invade  Iraq.  The  working  class  in 
the  U.S.  and  throughout  the  world  must  sup- 
port the  military  defense  of  Iraq  against 
American  imperialism,  despite  the  reaction- 
ary and  oppressive  Saddam  Hussein  regime. 

When  in  the  late  1930s  imperialist  Japan 
invaded  and  occupied  sections  of  China, 
then  ruled  by  the  reactionary  nationalist 
regime  of  Chiang  Kai-shek,  Bolshevik  leader 
Leon  Trotsky  advocated  and  explained  the  policy  of  revolutionary  defensism  as  it 
applied  to  China. 


TROTSKY 


LENIN 


We  must  carefully  distinguish  between  the  imperialist  countries  and  the  backward 
countries,  colonial  and  semicolonial.  The  attitude  of  the  working  class  organizations  in 
and  toward  these  two  groupings  cannot  be  the  same.  The  present  war  between  China 
and  Japan  is  a classic  example.  It  is  absolutely  indisputable  that,  on  the  part  of  Japan,  it 
is  a war  of  rapine  and  that,  on  the  part  of  China,  it  is  a war  of  national  defense.  Only 
conscious  or  unconscious  agents  of  Japanese  imperialism  can  put  the  two  countries  on 
the  same  plane.... 

The  working  class  movement  cannot  remain  neutral  in  a struggle  between  those  who 
wish  to  enslave  and  those  who  are  enslaved.  The  working  class  movement  in  China, 
Japan,  and  in  the  entire  world  must  oppose  with  all  its  strength  the  Japanese  imperial- 
ist bandits  and  support  the  people  of  China  and  their  army. 

This  does  not  at  all  suppose  a blind  confidence  in  the  Chinese  government  and  in 
Chiang  Kai-shek....  In  participating  in  the  legitimate  and  progressive  national  war 
against  Japanese  invasion,  the  working  class  organizations  must  preserve  their  entire 
political  independence  of  the  Chiang  Kai-shek  government.... 

A pacifist  who  has  the  same  attitude  toward  China  as  toward  Japan  in  this  terrible 
conflict  is  like  one  who  would  identify  a lockout  with  a strike.  The  working  class 
movement  is  against  a lockout  by  the  exploiters  and  for  a strike  of  the  exploited.  At  the 
same  time,  strikes  are  often  led  by  misleaders  who  are  capable  of  betraying  the  working 
class  movement  during  the  strike.  This  is  no  reason  for  workers  to  refuse  to  participate 
in  the  strike  but  it  is  reason  for  mobilizing  the  working  masses  against  the  defections 
and  the  treason  of  the  leadership.  It  often  happens  that  during  or  after  a strike  the 
organized  masses  change  their  leadership.  This  can  very  well  happen  in  China.  But  this 
change  can  be  favorable  for  the  people  only  if  the  Chinese  and  international  working 
class  organizations  support  China  against  Japan. 

— Leon  Trotsky.  "Pacifism  and  China"  (25  September  1937) 
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visors.  When  trains  are  rerouted,  crews 
working  on  the  tracks  are  often  not 
notified.  The  tunnels  are  poorly  lit;  foot- 
ing is  hazardous.  According  to  NYC  tran- 
sit officials,  the  flagman  as.signment  is 
normally  considered  a safe  one!  In  reality, 
working  track  is  scary  and.  of  course, 
deadly  dangerous. 

Chris  Bonaparte  was  killed  by  a system 
that  substitutes  workers'  blood  for  capi- 
tal investment:  extra  flagmen  and  clean, 
well-lit  tunnels  cost  money,  and  so  do 
radios.  NYCT  spends  millions  on  drug 
testing  and  company  spies,  but  won't 
spend  the  money  for  the  necessary  safely 
measures  or  adequate  manpower  to  save 
workers’  lives.  Massive  funding  is  needed 
to  rebuild  New  York  City’s  antiquated, 
decrepit  tran.sit  system  and  institute  real 
safeguards  for  workers’  (and  riders’) 
safety. 

Even  as  Chris  Bonaparte  lay  dying,  the 
NYCT’s  “safety”  program  was  in  motion. 
In  accordance  with  standard  company 
procedure,  the  traumatized  train  opera- 
tor was  drug-tested,  as  was  the  blood 
of  Bonaparte.  As  usual,  the  investigation 
had  little  to  do  with  safety — liability  is 
what  concerns  the  transit  bosses.  The 
conclusion  is  always  the  same:  the  worker 
made  an  error,  and  his  death  is  the  result 
of  his  own  faulty  actions.  So  blame  the 
worker — dead  men  can’t  talk.  Liability  of 
the  NYCT  = $0. 

This  was  the  same  slander  used  against 
the  late  Samuel  McPhaul,  another  flag- 
man who  died  of  electrocution  in  a dark 
and  hazardous  tunnel  Just  over  a year  ago. 
In  this  case  the  company’s  Office  of  Sys- 
tem Safety  distributed  a report  based  on 
McPhaul’s  subpoenaed  medical  records 
to  track  supervisors  and  track  workers 
in  order  to  squelch  workers’  anger  and 
push  management’,s  baseless  claim  that 
McPhaul's  prior  health  problems,  such 
as  high  blood  pres.sure.  caused  him  to 
simply  collapse  onto  the  600-volt  third 
rail.  At  the  Linden  Avenue  train  yard  in 
Brooklyn,  supervisors  went  so  far  as 
to  spend  four  hours  reading  aloud  the 
entire  document  to  assembled  workers. 
According  to  Transport  Workers  Union 
(TWU)  Local  100  shop  steward  Michael 
Smith,  “There  was  no  purpose  behind 


it.  They  were  just  trying  to  blame  Mr, 
McPhaul  for  his  own  death.  They  were 
going  through  this  man’s  personal  life" 
{Chief-Leader.  12  July).  TWU  Local  100 
protested  these  outrageous  actions  by 
transit  officials,  gelling  them  to  cea.se  dis- 
tribution of  the  report. 

Belying  their  claims  of  promoting 
safely,  the  NYCT  does  not  meet  the  min- 
imal state  and  federal  standards  for  safely 
on  the  tracks.  But  the  union's  recent  push 
for  stricter  standards  falls  far  short  of 
what  is  needed.  Even  now,  after  the  death 
of  Bonaparte,  the  union  is  worse  than 
silent,  going  so  far  as  to  alibi  the  com- 
pany’s murderous  and  vindictive  poli- 
cies. "There  were  no  safety  violations.  It 
seems  to  be  just  an  unfortunate  reality  of 
this  line  of  work.”  said  Local  lOO's  vice 
president  of  track  John  Samuelsen  {Chief- 
Leader.  16  August).  When  a worker  dies 
on  the  job  there  certainly  is  a violation'  It 
should  not  happen  and  it  certainly  would 
happen  a lot  less  if  the  next  time  such  an 
incident  occurred  the  union  mobilized 
workers  throughout  the  system  to  down 
tools  and  walk  out  in  recognition  of  their 
fallen  co-worker  and  in  protest  against 
the  bosses'  disregard  of  safety. 

When  current  Local  100  president 
Roger  Toussainl  was  a track  worker  and 
an  up-and-coming  union  activist  he  made 
a big  issue  out  of  safety,  but  now  he  is  a 
“responsible  labor  statesman.”  The  only 
way  workers  have  ever  won  anything, 
including  safety  in  the  workplace,  is  by 
wielding  their  power  in  defiance  of  the 
bosses’  laws.  Transit  workers  must  fight 
for  elected  union  safety  committees  with 
the  power  to  immediately  shut  down  any 
unsafe  working  condition  on  the  spot, 
unlike  the  present  situation  where  union 
stewards  and  safely  reps  can  only  re- 
spond to  the  most  outrageous  violations. 

Chris  Bonaparte’s  funeral  was  a sad 
and  somber  occasion  for  the  mostly  black 
track  workers  who  came  to  pay  their 
respects.  Every  member  of  Local  100 
should  have  been  there,  but  the  union 
leadership  hardly  publicized  this  terrible 
death  on  the  tracks.  It  will  take  a class- 
struggle  leadership,  committed  to  fight- 
ing capitalism,  to  mobilize  workers  in 
defense  of  their  lives  and  their  futures.  ■ 
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■ TWU  Tops  Feud  After  Queens  Bus  Strike 

A Strike,  a Sellout,  a Lawsuit 


NYC  Transit 


new  YORK  CITY — For  seven  weeks 
this  summer,  more  than  1,500  striking 
Queens  bus  workers  remained  solid  in  the 
face  of  an  anti-union  offensive  by  the 
city  and  the  private  lines  bus  companies. 
These  members  of  Transport  Workers 
Union  (TWU)  Local  100  were  fighting  in 
defense  of  their  health  benefits  and  for 
job  security.  But  rather  than  mobilize  the 
power  of  the  36.000-sirong  Local  100  in 
support  of  the  strike,  the  TWU  tops  pur- 
sued the  impotent  strategy  of  appealing  to 
•■labor-friendly”  Democratic  Party  politi- 
cians. And  after  a long,  bitter  struggle,  the 
bus  workers  were  sold  out  by  the  Local 
100  misleaders  who  told  them  to  swallow 
a contract  that  barely  maintained  existing 
health  benefits  and  offered  no  assurances 
of  job  security. 

Both  Local  100  president  Roger  Tous- 
saint  and  TWU  International  president 
Sonny  Hall  hailed  the  sellout  as  a “vic- 
tory.” The  contract,  which  expires  in 
seven  months,  includes  a 4 percent  retro- 
active wage  increase  for  2001  and  4 
percent  for  2002,  but  this  still  doesn’t 
achieve  parity  with  the  union’s  Metropol- 
itan Transportation  Authority  (MTA)  bus 
workers.  While  the  workers  will  have  to 
jack  up  payments  to  their  health  plan 
from  $3  to  $10  per  week,  health  bene- 
fits are  only  being  kept  alive  by  a $3.75 
million  “advance"  from  the  city.  The 
companies  are  intent  on  paying  back 
this  "advance”  through  "productivity  im- 
provements," which  will  mean  speedup 
and  other  attacks  on  working  conditions. 
As  for  job  security,  Toussaint  pointed  to 
a non-binding  resolution  signed  by  a 
majority  of  City  Council  members  (that 
wasn’t  even  voted  on)  to  “preserve”  jobs 
and  union  protection.  As  one  bus  worker 
put  it;  "We  were  out  seven  weeks  for 
nothing.  We’re  signing  a contract  that  was 
the  same  as  the  original  offer”  (New  York 
Times,  1 August). 

Toussaint  came  to  power  last  year  as 
part  of  the  “progressive”  New  Directions 
(ND)  slate,  which  postured  as  a militant 
alternative  to  the  discredited,  more  con- 
servative candidate  of  the  "old  guard” 
bureaucracy  led  by  Sonny  Hall.  Just  days 
after  the  strike  ended.  Toussaint  went  to 
court  to  seek  an  injunction  to  stop  Hall 


from  bringing  union  di.scipline  against 
him  for  his  comments  to  the  labor-hating 
New  York  Times.  Thus  Toussaint  treacher- 
ously invited  the  anti-labor  courts  to 
intervene  into  the  union’s  internal  affairs. 
According  to  the  Times  (7  August).  Tous- 
sainl  had  “advised  the  bus  drivers’  nego- 
tiating committee  against  a strike"  and 
said  that  George  Jennings,  vice  president 
of  Local  lOO’s  private  lines  bus  division 


and  an  ally  of  Hall,  “fomented  the  strike.” 
Toussaint  made  these  comments  just  as 
the  bus  drivers  were  voting  to  settle  their 
strike,  after  walking  the  picket  lines  for 
weeks  in  the  sweltering  heat  and  living  on 
only  $50  a week  in  strike  benefits.  But 
Toussaint’s  opposition  to  strike  action  is 
a longstanding  policy,  as  was  seen  during 
the  tumultuous  1999  battle  over  the  city’s 
subway  and  bus  workers  TWU  contract, 
When  the  "old  guard”  bureaucracy  then 
at  the  helm  of  Local  100  caved  in  to  the 
city  and  state  government’s  anti-strike 
injunctions.  Toussaint  and  the  ND  “oppo- 
sition” also  opposed  a strike  and  even 
slopped  workers  from  uttering  the  word 
“strike”  at  an  ND  rally.  During  the  2000 
union  elections,  Toussaint  and  other  ND 
candidates  repeatedly  stressed  that  they 
were  not  “strike-happy.” 

Seizing  on  Toussaint’s  statement  to  the 


Times.  Hall  declared  in  an  August  8 
memo  titled  “Irresponsible  and  Unaccept- 
able Statements”  that  the  bus  workers 
"should  not  have  been  told  by  their  Local 
Union  President  that  they  were  fools  to  be 
on  STRIKE  and  to  be  told  it  was  a 
STRIKE  their  President  did  not  support.” 
Under  pressure  from  the  increasingly 
frustrated  bus  strikers.  Hall’s  ally  Jen- 
nings led  a walkout  of  hundreds  of  strik- 


ers at  a July  14  membership  meeting 
where  Toussaint  had  paraded  a bunch  of 
Democratic  politicians.  But  Jennings 
never  offered  an  alternative  to  Toussaint’s 
losing  strategy  and  in  the  end  supported 
the  sellout  deal.  Jennings  even  called  on 
the  private  lines  workers  during  the  mid- 
dle of  the  strike  to  split  Local  100  by 
forming  their  own  union! 

Fortunately,  Toussaint’s  suit  against 
Hall  was  dismissed  by  the  court.  But  the 
threat  of  government  intervention  still 
hangs  over  the  union's  head,  as  Toussaint 
& Co.  have  called  for  the  Labor  Depart- 
ment to  “investigate”  the  vote  counting 
at  last  year’s  TWU  international  con- 
vention. where  Hall  defeated  a bid  by 
Toussaint  for  International  president. 
Assisting  Toussaint  in  all  these  dangerous 
maneuvers  is  Local  100  lawyer  Arthur 
Schwartz,  a leading  light  in  the  sinister 


Association  for  Union  Democracy,  which 
specializes  in  dragging  the  unions  into  the 
bourgeois  courts  (see  “Association  for 
Union  Democracy:  Lawyers  for  Govern- 
ment Union-Busting.”  WV  No.  738,  30 
June  2000). 

It  is  as  stupid  as  it  is  criminal  to  invite 
the  courts  and  Labor  Department  to 
intervene  into  the  unions.  With  the  con- 
tract expiration  date  for  the  city’s 
34.000-plus  subway  and  bus  workers 
less  than  three  and  a half  months  away, 
the  last  thing  these  workers  need  is  the 
bosses’  courts  and  other  government 
agencies  mucking  around  in  the  union’s 
internal  afTairs.  Far  from  being  neutral, 
the  capitalist  courts  are  a crucial  arm  of 
the  bourgeois  stale — a machinery  of  vio- 
lence and  repression  wielded  against  the 
working  class  and  oppressed  on  behalf  of 
those  who  live  off  the  exploitation  of 
labor.  The  ruling  class  welcomes  such 
opportunities  to  come  into  the  unions  as  a 
way  to  gut  their  independence  and  dic- 
tate how  they  are  run.  Government,  cops, 
courts  out  of  the  unions! 

The  strategy  of  appealing  to  the  capital- 
ist courts  and  politicians,  which  is  pursued 
by  both  wings  of  the  TWU  bureaucracy, 
has  shackled  labor's  power.  This  encour- 
ages management  attacks  and  undermines 
the  union  in  the  face  of  the  bosses’ 
schemes  to  keep  transit  workers  divided. 
In  addition  to  the  private  lines.  MTA  pub- 
lic sector  bus  workers  are  divided  between 
New  York  City  Transit  (NYCT)  and  the 
Manhattan  and  Bronx  Surface  Transit 
Operating  Authority  (MaBSTOA)  divi- 
sions. Furthermore,  several  New  York 
City  bus  lines  and  facilities  are  organized 
by  various  locals  of  the  Amalgamated 
Transit  Union. 

Now.  NYC  mayor  Michael  Bloomberg 
has  proposed  that  the  private  lines  be 
taken  over  by  the  MTA  and  saddled  with 
the  Slate  Taylor  Law.  which  outlaws 
strikes  by  public  employees.  A union 
leadership  unwilling  to  challenge  the 
Taylor  Law  "negotiates”  with  its  hands 
lied  behind  its  back.  The  “Regional  Bus 
Company”  proposal  pushed  by  Bloom- 
berg is  connected  to  plans  to  split  Local 
lOO’s  subway  and  bus  bargaining  units, 
which  would  cripple  the  union,  particu- 
larly in  the  event  of  a strike.  What  is 
needed  is  one  industrial  union  of  all 
NYC  transit  workers,  one  expiration  date 
continued  on  page  15 
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July  rally  of  Queens  bus  strikers,  who  held  out  for  seven  weeks  before  sellout 
by  union  tops. 


Spartacist  Forums 


South  Africa  Torn  by  AIDS  Crisis 

Workers  Struggle  Against  ANC 
Neo-Apartheid  Rule 


CHICAGO 


Saturday,  Sept.  7,  5 p.m. 

University  of  Illinois  Circle  Center 
Room  505  750  S.  Halsted 

For  more  information;  (312)  563-0441 
e-mail:  spartacist@iname.com 


TORONTO 


Saturday,  Sept.  14,  6:30  p.m. 

U of  T,  International  Student  Centre 
33  St,  George  St.  (north  of  College) 
For  more  information: 
Trotskyist  League  (416)  593-4138 
e-mail:  spartcan@on.aibn, com 


Defend  the  Gains  of  the  1949  Revolution! 

Workers’  Protests  Shake  China 

Forge  a Leninist-Trotskyist  Party! 


Thursday.  Sept.  19,  6 p.m. 
University  of  British  Columbia 
Room  21 2A,  SUB 


VANCOUVER 


For  more  information;  (604)  687-0353 
e-mail:  tllt@look.ca 


The  Reparations  Controversy- 

Break  the  Chains  of 
Capitalist  Enslavement! 


Saturday,  Sept.  7,  2 p.m. 
Broadway  Presbyterian  Church 
Broadway  and  1 14  St. 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


For  more  information:  (212)  267-1025 
e-mail;  nysl@compuserve.com 


Feds  Shred  Constitutional  Rights 

“War  on  Terrorism”  Targets  Everybody 


LOS  ANGELES 

■ 

BOSTON 

Saturday,  Sept.  7,  3:30  p.m. 
Echo  Park  Public  Library 
1410  W,  Temple  St.. 

For  more  information:  (213)  380-8239 
e-mail:  slsycla@cs.com 


Saturday,  Sept.  21.  2 p.m. 
Harvard  Science  Center 
For  information  and  room;  (617)  666-9453 
e-mail,  bostonsyc@yahoo.com 


Thursday,  Sept.  5,  7 p.m. 

UC  Berkeley.  126  Barrows 
For  more  information:  (510)  839-0851 


BAY  AREA 


6 SEPTEMBER  2002 
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Black  Bus  Driver  Assaulted  by  Chicago  Cops 


Defend  Arlene  Russell ! 


CHICAGO — On  July  17,  black  bus 
driver  Arlene  Russell  was  arrested  on 
the  job  and  manhandled  by  police 
after  she  protested  a racist  while  cop 
calling  her  a "stupid  black  b--h." 
Russell,  a member  of  Amalgamated  Tran- 
sit Union  (ATU)  Local  241.  was  held  for 
eight  hours  while  the  police  ran  her  fin- 
gerprints against  an  international  "terror- 
ist" database — a vivid  example  of  how 
the  repressive  measures  adopted  in  the 
post-September  11  "anti-terrorism"  drive 
target  workers  and  minorities. 

Russell’s  case  has  sparked  outrage 
among  her  union  brothers  and  sisters, 
particularly  black  women  drivers  who 
face  constant  racist  and  anti-woman 
abuse  on  the  job.  Many  Chicago  transit 
workers  remember  the  1987  struggle  to 
defend  black  bus  driver  Cassandra  Seay 
against  similar  bogus  "assault"  charges 
after  racist  cops  viciously  beat  her.  ATU 
members  mobilized  to  fill  the  courtroom 
in  support  of  Seay,  winning  her  acquittal. 
Out  of  this  struggle,  the  Chicago  Labor 


Black  Struggle  League  was  launched. 

Reprinted  below  is  an  August  6 letter 
by  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee  to 
Cook  County  slate’s  attorney  Richard  A. 
Devine  protesting  this  racist  outrage.  We 
urge  all  labor,  minority  rights,  student  and 
community  organizations  to  lake  up  Rus- 
sell’s defense  and  send  similar  protest 
statements  to:  Richard  A.  Devine,  Cook 
County  Slate's  Attorney.  500  Richard  J. 
Daley  Center.  Chicago,  IL  60602.  Fax: 
(312)  603-3000. 

♦ * ♦ 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee  vig- 
orously protests  the  arrest  and  prosecu- 
tion of  Arlene  Russell,  a black  bus  driver 
for  the  Chicago  Transit  Authority. 

On  July  17.  Ms.  Russell  was  driving 


the  number  12  bus  east  on  Roosevelt 
Road,  when  she  passed  an  elderly  man 
who  was  waving  to  the  bus  from  across 
the  street;  he  was  then  immediately 
picked  up  by  a police  patrol  car.  Suddenly 
the  police  cruiser  pulled  in  front  of  driver 
Russell’s  bus.  cutting  her  off.  Two  offi- 
cers jumped  out  and  stood  on  each  side  of 
her  bus.  a Hispanic  officer  falsely  accused 
her  of  .stranding  a passenger  and  cited  her 
with  a supposed  moving  violation  while  a 
white  police  officer  began  banging  on  the 
door  and  shouting  racial  epithets,  includ- 
ing calling  her  a "stupid  black  b--h." 
Within  minutes  additional  squad  cars 
arrived  on  the  scene,  including  one  carry- 
ing a Chicago  Police  Sergeant.  When  Ms. 
Russell  used  her  cell  phone  to  report  this 
racist  abuse  to  the  Office  of  Professional 
Standards  on  the  spot,  the  policeman  who 


had  been  shouting  racist  remarks  out- 
ragcously  attempted  to  grab  the 
phone  out  of  her  hand!  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  violently  grab  Ms.  Rus- 
sell’s  arm.  twisted  it  behind  her, 
painfully  squeezed  handcuffs  on  her  anti 
dragged  her  down  to  the  station.  Claiming 
she  struck  a police  officer,  they  charged 
her  with  a misdemeanor  battery,  which 
carries  a prison  sentence.  The  police  con- 
tinued their  vendetta  by  running  an  inter- 
national criminal  check  on  Ms.  Russell 
and  held  her  in  lockup  for  more  than  eight 
hours. 

This  is  a blatant  case  of  violent  police 
brutality  against  a member  of  the  Amal- 
gamated Transit  Union  Local  241  and 
constitutes  a threat  to  all  working  people, 
blacks  and  minorities  in  this  city.  The 
bogus  charge  of  "battery"  for  suppo.sedly 
striking  a police  officer  is  an  obvious 
fabrication  to  cover  up  the  brutal  racist 
actions  on  the  part  of  the  police.  We 
demand  that  all  charges  against  Arlene 
Russell  be  dropped  immediately!  m 


South  Chicago:  f 

Snapshots  of  Latino  and  Biack  Uim 


The  following  contribution,  dated  July 
3.  was  submitted  by  Comrade  Seneca  of 
our  Chicago  branch. 

* * « 

Shame,  shame,  shame. 

I don 't  wanna  go  to  Mexico  no  more, 
more.  more. 

There 's  a big,  fat  policeman  at  my  door, 
door,  door. 

He  made  me  pay  a dollar. 

He  made  me  go  to  jail. 

! don  'I  wanna  go  to  Mexico  no  more, 
more,  more. 

This  was  the  clapping  game  the  neigh- 
bor's young  girls  were  singing  in  my 
kitchen  just  the  other  day.  Incidentally, 
the  father  of  these  two  immigrant  girls 
came  home  about  a month  ago  after  serv- 
ing six  years  in  jail  as  a “convicted  drug 
trafficker"  (i.e..  peddling  a few  grams  of 
cocaine).  He  may  be  facing  deportation 
soon,  which  will  most  likely  mean  yet 
another  perilous  trip  across  the  river  to 
come  right  back  to  where  he  was  deported 
from.  For  the  Mexican  immigrant  chil- 
dren of  South  Chicago — a neighborhood 
located  on  Chicago’s  Southeast  Side  in 
the  shadow  of  the  old  South  Works  steel 
plant — words  like  "la  migra"  and  "social 
security  numbers"  have  a place  in  their 
everyday  vocabulary. 

For  Latino  working-class  immigrants, 
the  fight  for  immigrant  rights  is  central  to 
the  fight  for  labor  rights.  And  this  is  a life 
or  death  question  in  many  ways.  Occa- 
sional news  investigations  offer  a glimpse 
into  the  very  real  danger  of  the  Mexican 
border  crossing  which  many  make  after 
each  time  they  get  deported;  and  they 
do  make  it  because,  for  many  Mexicans, 
“home”  offers  them  little  or  no  means 
for  survival.  Immigrants  without  a social 
security  number  in  Chicago  cannot  open 
an  account  with  the  electric  or  gas  com- 
panies. and  this  means  suffering  sub-zero 
temperatures  without  heat  in  their  homes. 
There  were  two  cases  in  Chicago  of 
immigrant  children  who  needed  organ 
transplants  and  could  not  get  them 
because  they  were  undocumented  and  the 
families  couldn’t  pay  cash  for  the  trans- 
plant procedure.  This  is  to  say  nothing  of 
life-threatening  dangers  of  state  repres- 
sion for  non-citizens,  and  particularly 
"illegal  aliens,"  on  the  part  of  cops,  bor- 
der patrol  agents  and  vigilantes.  Undocu- 
mented immigrant  workers  are  very 
attuned  to  the  fact  that  the  American 
bourgeois  injustice  system  docs  not  offer 
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them  a legal  leg  to  stand  on  in  any  fight. 

These  points  1 mention  just  to  provide 
a backdrop  to  the  reality  we  are  dealing 
with  when  we  talk  about  the  question  of 
Latino  immigrants  in  America.  This  is 
important  to  consider  when  dealing  with 
the  question  of  class  struggle  in  America 
and  specifically  the  wedge  that  the  racist 
white  ruling  class  seeks  to  drive  between 
the  black  and  Latino  immigrant  working 
class.  And.  together  with  the  help  of  black 
and  Latino  petty-bourgeois  misleaders, 
the  bourgeoisie  has  been  to  a large  extent 
successful  in  driving  this  wedge. 

South  Chicago  has  historically  been, 
and  continues  to  be.  an  entry  port  for 
working-class  Hispanic  immigrants.  It 
is  also  one  of  the  neighborhoods  where 
the  displaced  black  ghetto  masses  have 
moved,  increasingly  more  so  since  the 
demolition  of  housing  projects.  While 
they  live  side  by  side,  the  two  commu- 
nities interact  as  little  as  possible.  Many 
Mexicans  say  they  are  afraid  of  blacks, 
and  they  attribute  criminality  and  vio- 
lence in  the  neighborhood  to  black  people. 

Resentment  is  often  expressed  by  Mex- 
ican immigrant  women  about  the  mis- 
treatment and  humiliation  that  they  are 
subjected  to  by  some  of  the  black  and 
even  Chicano  staff  in  the  area’s  public 
clinic.  Many  complain  of  being  greeted 
with  comments  like.  “You’re  back  again?!” 
and  “Speak  English!  You’re  in  America!” 
and  being  sent  home  from  the  Emergency 
Room  with  nothing  but  a bottle  of  aspirin 
to  show  for  it.  This  reflects  a conversa- 
tion I had  with  a comrade  from  the  Bay 
Area.  His  sister  Is  a nurse  in  a school  and 
she  said  to  him  that,  as  bad  as  the  black 
children  are  treated,  the  Mexican  children 
are  treated  even  worse. 

One  also  perceives  a strong  sense  of 
resentment  around  the  question  of  public 
aid  (i.e.,  food  stamps,  vouchers,  work- 
man’s comp,  etc.).  Many  Mexican  immi- 
grants I have  spoken  with  perceive 
America’s  “safety  net"  for  workers  and 
the  poor,  or  rather  what  is  left  of  it.  as 
some  sort  of  treasure  chest  that  allows 
black  Americans  and  Puerto  Ricans  to 
live  so  much  better  off  than  their  immi- 
grant counterparts.  Rather  than  seeking 
to  organize  to  fight  for  the  same  entitle- 
ments for  immigrants,  often  this  percep- 
tion translates  into  a sour-grapes  altitude 
of  “well,  we  immigrants  want  to  work, 
we  don’t  want  any  handouts." 

In  the  workplace,  many  Mexicans  hold 


a perception  that  blacks  have  a bad  work 
ethic.  Upon  probing  them  to  define  what 
they  mean.  I have  found  that  their  concep- 
tion of  a “bad”  work  ethic  amounts  to 
wanting  to  have  better  wages,  a shorter 
and  less  intensive  workday,  and  better 
and  safer  conditions  at  the  workplace! 
Mexican  workers  could  stand  a whole  lot 
to  gain  by  adopting  the  very  "work  ethic” 
that  many  now  despise!  Once  I overheard 
a supervisor  (who.  incidentally,  is  a black 
Latina  woman  from  Belize)  say  to  her 
Mexican  employee  that  she  prefers  to  hire 
Latinos  because  blacks  "don’t  like  to 
work."  And  this  employee,  beaming  with 
pride,  just  ate  up  every  word  she  said.  I 
later  found  out  that  16-hour  nonstop 
shifts  are  frequent  occurrences  for  him. 

The  "work  ethic”  question  is  closely 
tied  into  the  "Amnesty  Campaign,"  which 
is  a nationwide  campaign  to  legalize 
undocumented  immigrants  through  public 
marches  and  lobbying  politicians.  In  the 
precarious  circumstances  they  live  in, 
undocumented  Latino  immigrants  tend  to 
take  comfort  in  the  illusion  that,  if  they  just 
prove  to  the  bourgeois  rulers  that  they  are 
essential  to  American  capitalist  society — 
by  doing  grueling  work  for  pitiful  wages 
in  dangerous  conditions  and  paying  taxes 
faithfully  while  asking  nothing  in  return  in 
the  way  of  benefits — then  the  capitalist 
rulers  will  somehow  be  convinced  to  grant 
them  full  citizenship  rights. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  issue,  many 
black  workers  feel  resentment  toward 
Latinos.  Many  see  yet  another  immigrant 
group  which,  in  a generation  or  two, 
manages  to  climb  the  ladder  and  "pass 
over”  them,  so  to  speak,  while  they  re- 
main at  the  bottom.  It  is  important  to 
recognize  that  there  is  a lot  of  truth  in 
this  statement;  being  a white  Hispanic 
and  a U.S.  citizen  opens  up  a lot  of  pos- 
sibilities that  their  immigrant  parents,  as 
well  as  blacks  and  black  Latinos,  just  do 
not  have.  It  can  also  lead  to  a false  sense 
of  security  and  a certain  hostility  toward 
"illegar  immigrants.  I would  like  to  make 
a side  note  here  of  the  considerable 
antagonisms  I have  seen  between  Latino 
citizens  "with  papers”  and  the  undocu- 
mented immigrants.  Where  I live,  the 
term  Chicano”  or  “Chicana”  has  become 
a derisive  term  that  Mexican  immigrants 
use  in  reference  to  privileged,  petty- 
bourgeois  Mexican  Americans  who 
refuse  to  speak  Spanish  and  use  their 
position  of  power  to  humiliate  immi- 


grants or  otherwise  not  solidarize  with 
them  in  any  way. 

I know  a young  boy  whose  father  is 
Puerto  Rican  and  mother  is  Mexican 
American.  He  is  dark-skinned  with  Euro- 
pean features,  and  he  can  speak  a little 
Spanish,  which  he  learned  at  the  insis- 
tence of  his  grandmother.  He  has  two 
cousins  on  either  side  of  the  family,  one 
is  a blond-haired  white  boy  and  the  other 
is  black.  All  three  are  “Latino"  since  all 
six  of  their  parents  are  “Latino."  But  you 
would  be  a fool  to  think  their  experi- 
ences in  America  will  be  the  same  just 
because  they  are  all  "Latino."  My  point 
is,  within  two  or  three  generations,  as  the 
language  falls  away,  “Latinos”  In  Amer- 
ica are  essentially  assimilated  into  one  of 
two  categories:  black  or  not  black 

The  central  issue  here  is  the  vital  inter- 
est of  black  and  immigrant  workers  to 
unite  in  common  struggle.  It  is  necessary 
to  combat  the  false  consciousness  that  the 
black  and  Latino  petty-bourgeois  mis- 
leadership  peddle:  that  the  other  worker 
is  the  enemy;  that  blacks  will  never  fight 
for  immigrant  rights;  that  immigrants  are 
nothing  but  scabs  who  want  to  steal  black 
workers’ jobs. 

Combatting  such  false  consciousness 
is  the  task  of  a revolutionary  workers 
party;  this  is  what  I sought  to  explain  to 
incredulous  Mexican  immigrant  workers 
in  South  Chicago  who  couldn’t  under- 
stand why  black  longshoremen  in  Oak- 
land would  give  up  their  Saturdays  (when 
they  can  make  $1,000  in  one  day  if  they 
drive  down  to  the  L.A.  ports)  to  come  out 
to  a labor-centered  mobilization  in  de- 
fense of  immigrants!  It  Is  not  a moral 
issue;  it  is  a question  of  survival  and  of 
labor  defense,  I told  them.  Our  Febru- 
ary 9 Oakland  mobilization  against  the 
Maritime  Security  Act  and  in  defense  of 
immigrant  rights  has  indeed  made  an 
impact  on  workers  I have  spoken  with. 

Racial  tensions  between  black  people 
and  Hispanics  is  a nationwide  issue,  and 
this  must  be  understood  and  fought 
against  as  we  seek  to  forge  a multiracial 
vanguard  party.  The  fight  against  black 
oppression,  which  is  a cornerstone  of 
American  capitalism,  must  be  posed 
pointblank  with  any  and  all  potential 
Latino  contacts  as  part  of  the  fight  to 
raise  the  consciousness  of  the  Latino 
working  class  to  understand  that  black 
liberation  is  integrally  linked  to  iheit 
own  liberation.* 

WORKERS  vanguard 


Chicago  Democrats  Trash 


Public  Housing 


State  Street  housing  project  demolished  in  1999,  forcing  many  black  residents  onto 
the  streets. 


Segregation 

City 


CHICAGO— At  a rate  of  nearly  one 
building  every  month,  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  administration  of  Mayor 
Richard  M.  Daley  is  ripping  down 
the  city’s  high-rise  public  hous- 
ing projects  and  dumping  lens  of 
thousands  of  mostly  black  fami- 
lies into  the  streets.  In  the  past 
three  years.  29  of  52  high-rises  run 
by  the  Chicago  Housing  Authority 
(CHA)  have  already  been  demol- 
ished. and  the  rest  are  scheduled  to 
be  ra/ed  in  the  coming  decade  with 
the  aid  of  a promised  $1.6  billion 
from  the  federal  government.  The 
CHA’s  so-called  "Plan  for  Trans- 
formation" is  part  of  a nationwide 
destruction  of  public  housing  that, 
together  with  the  "end  of  welfare.” 
began  under  Clinton  and  continues 
to  intensify  under  the  Bush  admin- 
istration. Under  the  "HOPE  VI" 
demolition  plan  instituted  by  the 
Department  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development  (HUD),  more  than 
100.000  housing  units  are  scheduled 
for  destruction  (roughly  10  percent 
of  the  nation’s  public  housing),  with 
one-quarter  of  these  in  Chicago,  a 
whopping  65  percent  of  the  CHA’s 
family  housing. 

Chicago’s  high-rise  projects  are 
crime-infested,  police-state  wastelands, 
rotting  away  from  years  of  so-called 
"deferred  maintenance"  which  translates 
into  residents  living  without  electricity, 
hot  water  or  elevators.  Journalist  Alex 
Kotlowilz  captured  the  squalid  condi- 
tions, describing  what  resident  Gwendo- 
lyn Hull  faces  in  her  CHA  apartment: 

"In  the  living  room  and  the  bathroom, 
water  from  the  vacant  apartment  above 
had  seeped  through  the  ceiling.  Hull 
urged  me  to  turn  on  the  hot-water  faucet 
in  the  bathtub.  The  water,  even  after 
running  for  five  minutes,  was  cool.  Hull 
boiled  water  as  needed,  and  so  did 
neighbors  1 spoke  with.  She  showed  me 
what  she'd  rigged  to  keep  out  the  rats 
that  had  chewed  through  the  base  of 
her  front  door:  She  nailed  three  soup-can 


lids  to  close  up  the  space.  The  utility 
room  that  houses  all  the  circuit  breakers 
remained  unlocked  for  months,  so  kids 
would  turn  off  the  electricity  to  many  of 
the  apartments." 

— Chicago  Tribune  Magazine. 

10  March 

The  decaying  projects  are  hardly  a 
decent  place  to  live — but  they  sure  beat 
the  streets,  as  evidenced  by  the  large 
number  of  homeless  squatters  who  have 
taken  over  vacant  CHA  apartments.  There 
are  already  over  80.000  homeless  people 
in  Chicago,  a population  that  has  swelled 
as  Illinois  has  purged  its  welfare  rolls 
by  almost  75  percent  in  the  last  five  years. 
The  wholesale  demolition  of  Chicago 
public  housing  and  casting  out  of  its 
impoverished  and  overwhelmingly  black 


residents  graphically  illustrates  that  the 
racist  American  bourgeoisie  views  the 
black  ghetto  masses  as  an  expendable 
population  not  "worth”  providing  with 
even  the  most  elementary  means  of  sub- 
sistence. As  enormous  numbers  of  black 
men  are  being  imprisoned  in  America’s 
jails,  the  only  housing  available  to  the 
women  and  children  left  behind  in  the 
inner  cities  is  being  snatched  away. 

Publicly  owned  housing  for  the  poor 
was  one  of  the  hard-fought  gains — along 
with  industrial  unions,  social  security, 
unemployment  compensation  and  wel- 
fare— resulting  from  the  labor  battles  of 
the  1930s.  The  Federal  Housing  Act  of 
1949  declared  it  to  be  the  "policy  of  the 
United  States"  to  provide  a "decent  home 


and  suitable  living  environment  for 
every  American  family.”  But  in  Chi- 
cago, the  North’s  most  segregated 
city,  this  gain  has  always  been  under- 
mined by  the  ruling  class’s  commit- 
ment to  stone  hard  segregation.  With 
black  people  prohibited  by  racist 
"covenants”  from  owning  homes  in 
white  areas,  and  white  landlords 
refusing  black  renters,  the  mass 
migration  of  Southern  black  workers 
that  flocked  to  Chicago  industry 
beginning  during  World  War  I had 
literally  no  place  to  go  but  the  hide- 
ously congested  South  Side  ghetto. 
The  horrendous  conditions  black 
families  lived  in  are  vividly  depicted 
in  the  play  and  movie  Raisin  in  the 
Sun. 

But  rather  than  build  housing  on 
vacant  sites,  the  city’s  racist  rulers 
were  determined  to  keep  blacks 
penned  in  to  the  South  Side’s  "Black 
Belt"  In  the  1930s  and  '40s,  the  city 
tore  down  huge  swaths  of  tenement 
housing,  displacing  thousands.  The 
construction  of  one  of  the  city’s  first 
public  housing  projects,  the  Ida  B, 
Wells  Homes,  destroyed  nearly  as 
many  apartments  as  were  eventually 
supplied.  When  it  finally  opened  in 
1941,  over  17.000  families  battled 
for  some  1,600  apartments.  Later,  in 
the  1960s.  as  federal  funding  dried 
up.  black  families  were  warehoused 
in  cheap  cinderblock  high-rises  like 
the  soon-to-be-demolished  giant.  28- 
building  Robert  Taylor  Homes  com- 
plex. where  28.000  residents  were 
packed  Into  an  area  two  miles  long  and  a 
quarter-mile  wide. 

The  very  few  public  housing  projects 
built  in  white  areas,  such  as  the  Trumbull 
Park  Homes  in  Irondale  near  the  South 
Side  steel  plants,  were  reserved  for  whites 
only.  In  the  1950s.  the  first  black  families 
to  move  into  Trumbull  Park  were  attacked 
by  rioting  mobs  abetted  by  the  local  cops 
and  politicians.  The  planned  route  of 
the  14-lane  Dan  Ryan  Expressway,  which 
opened  in  1962,  was  changed  by  the  cur- 
rent mayor’s  father.  Richard  J.  Daley,  to 
cordon  off  the  largely  black  projects  from 
the  all-white  Southwest  Side  neighbor- 
hoods—especially  the  racist  enclave  of 
Bridgeport,  ancestral  home  of  the  Daley 
continued  on  page  11 


From  Death  Row, 
This  Is  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 


Life  in  the 
Democracy  of  Fear 


FEAR  does  funny  things  to  people. 

As  a direct  result  of  the  national  wave  of  fear  flood- 
ing the  U.S.,  hundreds  (if  not  thousands)  of  men  are 
held  virtually  incommunicado  in  state,  federal  and 
military  jails;  a national  snitch  program  is  being  pro- 
posed. and  high-ranking  military  officials  are  angling 
for  control  of  the  nation’s  interior,  including  its  police 
powers,  in  the  name  of  “national  security. 

Although  much  of  this  is  attributable  to  the  events 
of  9/1 1.  it  is  not  mere  coincidence  that  these  efforts 
are  taking  place  in  the  midst  of  rising  unemployment 
and  a widening  economic  recession. 

High-ranking  government  and  military  officials, 
always  in  search  of  more  power,  now  want  even  more. 
They  want  Congress  to  repeal  or  seriously  water  down 
the  Posse  Comiialus  Act.  which  restricts  the  military 
from  domestic  law  enforcement. 

History,  especially  in  times  of  great  national  hys- 
teria. teaches  us  important  lessons  about  when  the  mil- 
itary runs  things. 


When  soldiers  of  the  Japanese  Empire  struck  Pearl 
Harbor  on  December  7,  1941.  It  would  not  be  long 
before  the  media,  the  military  and  the  politicians 
launched  a racist  assault  on  people  of  Japanese  ances- 
try— even  those  who  were  born  in  the  U.S.,  and  were 
therefore,  according  to  U.S.  law,  American  citizens. 

John  L.  DeWitt,  the  West  Coast  army  commander, 
said  it  plainly.  “The  Japanese  race  is  an  enemy  race, 
and  while  many  second  and  third  generation  Japanese 
born  on  United  Slates  soil,  possessed  of  United  States 
citizenship,  have  become  ‘Americanized.’  the  racial 
strains  are  undiluted.” 

When  it  was  raised  to  Gen.  DeWitt  that  there  was  no 
evidence  of  Japanese  American  "sabotage  or  espio- 
nage.” the  General  saw  this  as  proof  of  their  sneaky 
nature.  ‘The  very  fact  that  no  sabotage  has  taken  place 
to  date  is  a disturbing  and  confirming  indication  that 
such  action  will  be  taken."  (See  "A  People’s  History 
of  the  Supreme  Court.”  by  Peter  Irons,  p.  350.] 

When  no  proof  becomes  absolute  proof,  what  is 


proof,  but  opinion? 

In  Gen.  DeWitt’s  words.  "A  J-p’s  a J-p."  Period. 

The  Supreme  Court,  in  the  infamous  Korematsu  and 
Hirabayashi  cases,  although  they  used  more  elegant 
words,  agreed. 

Over  100.000  men,  women  and  children  were  sent 
to  U.S.  concentration  camps,  in  the  nation’s  lifeless 
and  desolate  deserts,  because  they  were  guilty  of  being 
"J-ps." 

A racist,  sensationalist  media,  a power-hungry  big- 
oted military  leadership,  and  a craven  corps  of  politi- 
cians and  judges, — voila! — you  have  hundreds,  thou- 
sands, tens  of  thousands,  and  more,  in  concentration 
camps.  For  years! 

Does  this  sound  at  all  familiar?  Look  around  you. 

What  is  now  taking  place  In  Cuba’s  Guantanamo 
Bay  look  place  on  Indian  reservations  60  years  ago. 
Progress? 

Or  are  we  seeing  the  grim  shadows  of  a repeat  of 
U.S.  history?  Land  of  the  free — indeed. 


22  July  2002 


02002  Mumia  Ahu-Jumal 


Send  urgently  needed  contributions  for  Mumia’s 
legal  defense,  earmarked  ‘‘Mumia  Abu-Jamal,”  to: 
Humanitarian  Law  Project,  8124  W.  3rd  Street, 
Suite  105,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90048. 

If  you  wish  to  correspond  with  Jamal,  you  can 
write  to:  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  AM8335,  SCI  Greene, 
175  ProgressDrive,  Waynesburg,  PA  15370. 


6 SEPTEMBER  2002 


On  the  Slogan 
"No  U.S.  Aid  to  Israel!" 


The  following  ankle  is  based  on  a 
presentation  by  WV  editor  Alan  Wilde  at 
the  SL/U.S.  Eleventh  National  Confer- 
ence this  summer. 

Israeli  tanks  and  forces  are  laying  siege 
once  again  to  the  West  Bank.  In  our 
March  30  statement  about  the  invasion  of 
Raniallah  and  other  parts  of  the  West 
Bank,  including  the  horrendous  destruc- 
tion wreaked  in  Jenin,  we  wrote  that  all 
this  could  very  well  be  a first  step  toward 
a complete  re-occupation  of  the  entire 
West  Bank  and  Gaza  Strip.  Now.  to 
underscore  the  point.  Israeli  prime  minis- 
ter Ariel  Sharon  and  his  government  have 
announced  that  they  indeed  will  seize 
land  given  to  the  Palestinian  Authority 
under  the  Oslo  Accords  until  “Palestinian 
terrorism”  ends.  Articles  in  the  New  York 
Times  report  that  some  members  of  the 
government,  the  Labor  Parly  members 
essentially,  are  uneasy  about  this. 

But  this  uneasiness  has  nothing  to  do 
with  concern  for  the  Palestinians,  Israeli 
defense  minister  and  Labor  Party  spokes- 
man Binyamin  Ben-Eliezer  declared  on 
Israel  radio.  “When  you  speak  of  occupa- 
tion. the  meaning  is  that  you  start  dealing 
with  everything  from  health  to  sewage. 
That’s  not  the  intention.  The  intention  is 
a presence  on  the  ground  in  light  of  the 
present  reality. ..for  as  much  lime  as  nec- 
essary." That  is.  we’ll  take  their  land  and 
let  them  starve,  if  they’re  lucky.  A more 
direct  statement  came  from  an  Israeli  offi- 
cial who,  in  Nazi-like  manner,  declared 
that  for  every  Israeli  killed.  1.000  Pales- 
tinians should  be  slaughtered.  To  give  a 
sense  of  proportion,  that  means  that  for 
the  19  people  murdered  in  one  of  the  hor- 
rible suicide  attacks  in  Jerusalem,  19.000 
Palestinians  should  die. 

The  pro-Palestinian  movements  all 
over  the  world  have  attracted  the  sym- 
pathies of  millions  of  people  horrified 
by  the  plight  of  a stateless  population 
fighting  to  defend  its  rights,  not  least 
its  right  to  self-determination,  against  an 
enemy  with  one  of  the  world’s  most 
advanced  military  apparatuses.  On  April 
20  in  the  U.S.,  some  90.000  people  ral- 
lied in  Washington.  D.C.  and  San  Fran- 


cisco against  the  “war  at  home  and 
abroad”  with  the  primary  focus  being 
Israel’s  war.  Despite  the  influence  of 
religion,  with  many  people  mobilized 
through  their  mosques,  the  fact  that  lens 
of  thousands  of  Palestinians  and  other 
Arabs  came  out  to  protest  is  significant  in 
a country  caught  in  the  hysteria  of  an 
“internal  enemy”  exemplified  by  Arabs 
and  Muslims.  It  is  in  this  context,  in  the 
context  of  a national  rebellion  that  con- 
tinues after  nearly  two  years  of  brutal 
suppression,  that  the  slogan  "No  U.S.  aid 
to  Israel”  comes  up. 

A lively  debate  over  if  and  when  it  was 
appropriate  to  raise  "No  U.S.  aid  to 
Israel"  has  recently  taken  place  inside  our 


Spartacist  banner  at  Washington,  D.C. 
April  20. 

organization.  It  was  kicked  off  when 
comrades  objected  to  a trend  in  our  pub- 
lic work  and  press  to  what  amounted  to 
an  equation  and  conflation  of  the  demand 
itself  with  the  very  opportunist  manner  in 
which  reformist  groups  used  the  demand. 

In  WV  No.  779  (19  April),  we  dealt 


with  this  slogan  as  follows: 

"In  the  U.S.,  with  neither  the  Democrats 
nor  Republicans  even  feigning  to  sympa- 
thize with  the  Palestinians,  reformists  like 
the  International  Socialist  Organization 
(ISO),  the  Workers  World  Parly  (WWP) 
and  Socialist  Action  focus  on  the  call  to 
end  U.S.  aid  to  Israel.  These  groups  ped- 
dle the  illusion  that  by  changing  its  pol- 
icy toward  Israel,  American  imperialism 
can  be  a force  for  ‘peace’  and  ‘justice’  in 
the  Near  East.  Thus  the  ISO’s  Socialist 
Worker  (5  April)  declared:  ‘We  have  a 
responsibility  to  stand  up  for  justice — 
and  demand  that  the  U.S.  government  end 
its  support  for  Israel’s  terrorist  regime.’ 
The  clear  implication  here  is  that  the 
Amencan  government  is  somehow  less  of 
a terrorist  regime." 

We  then  continue  by  pointing  out  how 


Young  Spartacus 

anti-war,  pro-Palestinian  protest  on 

U.S.  support  to  Israel  has  been  a corner- 
stone of  U.S.  foreign  policy  for  a long 
time  and  how.  as  Marxists,  we  seek  to 
mobilize  the  proletariat  in  concrete  acts 
of  class-struggle  solidarity  on  behalf  of 
the  Palestinians. 

We  have  noted  in  almost  every  WV' arti- 
cle on  the  Near  East  that  Israeli  military 
equipment  is  largely  provided  by  the  U.S. 
and  have  called  for  an  end  to  U.S.  inter- 
vention into  the  region.  A logical  extrap- 
olation of  these  positions  would  be  that 
we’re  for  ending  American  aid  to  Israel. 
However,  that  article  in  WV  No.  779 
dodged  the  issue  of  U.S.  aid  to  Israel,  and 
implicitly  made  it  seem  that  we  are 
opposed  to  the  demand  of  ending  Ameri- 
can aid  to  Israel.  But  it's  not  just  that  we 
don’t  oppose  the  demand  against  U.S.  aid 
to  Israel — we  enthusiastically  support  it. 

There  is  a very  useful  article  from  the 
Militant  (19  July  1941).  the  paper  of  the 
then-Trotskyist  Socialist  Workers  Parly 
(SWP),  tilled  "Shall  We  Campaign  for 
Government  Aid  to  the  USSR?”  The  arti- 
cle begins  with  the  following;  “It  is  to  be 
expected  that  many  people  who  accept 
our  fundamental  principle  of  uncondi- 
tional defense  of  the  Soviet  Union  should 
be  anxious  in  some  way  or  other  to  trans- 
late that  principle  into  action.  Once  the 


principled  question  of  the  necessity  of 
defending  the  USSR  is  accepted,  we 
are  still  left  with  the  problem  of  HOW 
to  defend  the  Soviet  Union.  What  shall 
we  in  this  country  do  to  defend  the 
Soviet  Union?"  Well,  many  of  these  pro- 
Palestinian  rights  activists,  much  like  the 
readers  the  Militant  was  trying  to  address, 
are  asking.  “What  should  we  in  this  coun- 
try do  to  defend  the  Palestinians?" 

On  the  face  of  It.  the  question  of  U.S. 
aid  shouldn’t  be  difficult.  We  are  for  end- 
ing U.S.  aid  to  Israel.  That  means  all  aid. 
not  only  what  is  explicitly  expressed  as 
military  aid.  American  economic  aid  to 
Israel  is  financial  support  to  an  ultra-loyal 
ally  and  a key  prop  for  Zionism,  includ- 
ing within  Israel,  because  in  addition  to  it 
being  used  to  finance  the  slaughter  of  Pal- 
estinians. it  is  also  used  to  maintain  an 
illusory  level  of  economic  development 
within  Israel  itself  It  has  to  do  with  the 
fact  that  Israeli  Gross  Domestic  Product 
and  per  capita  income  resemble  those  of 
a European  country  rather  than  a Near 
Eastern  one,  serving  as  yet  another  glue 
binding  the  Hebrew-speaking  popuLiion 
to  its  rulers.  Additionally,  the  economic 
aid  allows  Israel  to  do  w hat  it  wants  to  the 
Palestinians  as  long  as  it  continues  (o 
anchor  the  flow  of  oil  to  the  U.S.  from  the 
region. 

The  question  we’re  faced  with  is  how  to 
best  express  our  position  on  the  "No  U.S. 
aid  to  Israel”  demand.  And  questions  on 
this  subject  have  come  up.  like  the  issue 
of  "hot-cargoing” — i.e..  trade  unions  re- 
fusing to  handle  goods.  Comrades  said 
that  unless  this  slogan  “No  U.S,  aid  to 
Israel”  is  given  a class  axis  through  acon- 
crete  example,  it  will  come  off  sounding 
like  we’re  appealing  to  U.S.  imperialism 
to  be  good  and  just.  It  would  then  follow 
that  to  express  “No  U.S.  aid  to  Israel”  in 
slogan  form,  we  need  an  accompanying 
slogan  that  gives  it  a proletarian  axis,  like 
“Hot  cargo  military  goods  to  Israel." 

One  comrade  stated  that  he  did  not 
think  we  should  raise  the  “No  U.S.  aid" 
slogan.  I don’t  know  if  that  comrade  still 
has  this  position,  but  I think  it’s  important 
to  address  the  questions  that  he  posed.  He 
pointed  to  the  fact  that  we  haven’t  raised 
the  slogan  in  the  past,  except  in  one  or 
two  examples  dating  back  to  the  early 
1970s,  and  the  reasons  for  our  not  having 
done  so  should  be  considered.  He  argued 
that  the  whole  question  of  government 
aid  is  not  how  Marxists  normally  moti- 
vate their  class  axis.  The  comrade  also 
noted  the  fact  that  the  U.S.  aids  Jordan. 
Lebanon.  Egypt,  bloody  and  repressive 
regimes  all  over  the  world — why  o^iy 
select  out  Israel? 

Our  Main  Enemy  Is 
U.S.  Imperialism 

In  answering  these  questions.  1 want 
to  outline  what  potential  political  proi^' 
lems  you  could  encounter  with  the  slo- 
gan. First,  it  was  suggested  that  we  rai^ 
"Down  with  U.S.  aid  to  Israel"  instead- 
“No  U.S.  aid”  has  the  quality  of  pleading 
for  a better  foreign  policy,  while  "Dowt> 
with”  is  a call  of  condemnation  and  is 
aimed  at  mobilizing  the  American  working 
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Stop  U.S.  aid  to  Israel 


ISO,  SWP  and  Socialist  Action  feature  variants  on  "No  U.S.  aid  to  Israe 
slogan  designed  as  appeals  to  U.S.  government  to  alter  its  policy  toward  th 
Zionist  state  which  is  considered  even  worse  than  U.S.  imperialism. 
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lass  though  ! doubt  this  distinction  will 
be  appreciated  by  the  average  reader  or 
oerson.  Context  is  everything  here,  and  I 
ihink  this  is  where  the  problems  arise. 

Raised  as  a central  demand.  “No”  or 
••Down  with"  U.S.  aid  lends  itself  to  a 
campaign  of  altering  American  foreign 
policy,  which  carries  the  implication  that 
{he  u's.  is  somehow  a lesser  evil  than 
Israel.  This  approach  has  certainly  been 
,rue  with  our  reformist  opponents.  I 
quoted  a Socialist  Worker  article  imply- 
ing that  earlier.  Another  example  is  a slo- 
gan the  ISO  sometimes  raises  that  is  sim- 
ilar to  the  “No  U.S.  aid"  slogan— "Stop 
funding  Israeli  terrorism."  This  latter  slo- 
gan amounts  to  a direct  appeal  by  the 
ISO  to  the  U.S.  government  to  stop  fund- 
ing entities  that  the  ISO  considers  even 
worse  than  U.S.  imperialism.  For  the  ISO 
and  other  groups,  but  especially  the  ISO, 
•No  U.S.  aid"  has  become  a very  cen- 
tral feature  of  their  interventions  and 
has  almost  come  to  define  their  attitude 
toward  the  conflict  as  they  tie  the  slogan 
to  the  campaign  for  American  companies 
and  campus  administrations  to  "divest" 
from  l.srael.  It’s  sort  of  like,  you’re  an 
American  or  Arab  American  horrified  by 
what’s  going  on  in  the  Occupied  Territo- 
ries. what  can  you  do?  Demand  that  the 
U.S.  stop  aiding  Israel. 

We  don’t  want  to  ignore  the  fact  that 
the  U.S..  our  own  government,  is  funding 
the  army  of  the  Zionist  state,  which  is 
butchering  Palestinians  with  impunity.  At 
the  same  time,  we  want  to  use  this  as 
yet  another  example  to  show  how  the 
American  imperialists  aid  in  the  oppres- 
sion of  the  oppressed  all  over  the  planet. 
Israel  is  clearly  an  enemy,  but  U.S.  impe- 
rialism is  the  main  enemy.  So  we  want 
to  give  the  “Down  with  U.S.  aid"  slogan 
a proletarian  axis.  Our  starting  point  is 
mobilizing  American  workers  against 
American  capitalists. 

Here  we  and  the  reformists  part  paths. 
They  want  to  appeal  to  the  U.S.  imperial- 
ist state,  we  want  to  appeal  to  the  work- 
ing class  to  mobilize  against  the  U.S. 
imperialist  state.  Using  the  example  of 
the  1935-36  Italian-Ethiopian  War.  dur- 
ing which  the  Stalinists  were  calling  for 
sanctions  by  the  “democratic"  imperial- 
ists against  Italy,  the  1941  Militant  aniclc 
Slated,  "Our  position  [of  opposing  sanc- 
tions] was  based  on  the  following  rea- 
sons: First,  we  cannot  rely  on  any  capital- 
ist government  to  fulfill  progressive 
tasks;  Second:  we  cannot  make  a demand 
for  government  sanctions  because  the 
very  nature  of  such  a demand  would  have 
a tendency  to  compel  us  to  support  the 
government  in  an  imperialist  war  which 
might  result  from  the  exercise  of  sanc- 
tions; Third:  it  is  essential  for  us  to  stress 
independent  working-class  action." 

The  article  goes  on  to  note  that  if  a 
government,  for  its  own  reasons,  was 
aiding  a side  we  supported  in  a con- 
flict— such  as,  in  our  time.  Iran  sending 
arms  shipments  to  the  Palestinians — we 
would  not  be  opposed  to  that  support, 
but  we  wouldn’t  agitate  for  it.  It  stresses: 
"There’s  a difference  between  not  raising 
any  objection,  when  a capitalist  govern- 


U.S.  aid  to  Israel:  F*16  fighter  jet 
on  delivery  flight  from  U.S.  to 
Israel  (top  right).  Site  of  F-16 
air  strike  on  July  22  In  Gaza  City 
that  killed  15  Palestinians, 
wounded  160  and  destroyed  or 
damaged  five  apartment  buildings. 


ment  sends  aid.  and  agitating  for  such 
aid.  The  key  to  the  whole  question  con- 
sists in  the  understanding  that  we  cannot 
rely  on  bourgeois  governments  to  aid  our 
cause.  Neither  can  we  take  any  respon- 
sibility for  bourgeois  governmental  pol- 
icy." In  its  own  way,  this  answers  the 
question  about  governmental  aid  that 
was  posed  by  the  comrade. 

In  the  case  of  agitating  for  an  end  to 
American  aid  to  Israel,  this  demand  is 
a negative  one,  not  qualitatively  differ- 
ent from  saying  “U.S.  troops  out  of  the 
Near  East!"  or  “U.S.  hands  off  Iraq!”  or 
“Abolish  the  racist  death  penally!"  We're 
not  calling  on  the  government  to  do  any- 
thing. but  to  stop  doing  something.  In 
the  context  of  the  Israel-Palestine  con- 
flict. there’s  nothing  wrong  with  that. 

At  the  same  time,  we  don’t  want  to 
frame  the  discussion  as  one  centrally 
around  a slogan  of  trying  to  alter  Ameri- 
can foreign  policy.  The  U.S.  does  aid 
repressive  regimes  all  over  the  world. 
We’re  for  ending  that,  too.  But  that  isn’t 
going  to  happen  until  the  working  class 
comes  to  power  here.  If  the  U.S.  does 
stop  funding  and  arming  Israel  as  a 
regional  gendarme,  that  money  and  mili- 
tary hardware  will  be  given  to  some- 
one else.  For  example,  more  military  aid 
to  Egypt  or  Saudi  Arabia.  On  the  other 
hand.  1 want  to  stress  that  the  relation- 
ship between  the  U.S.  and  Israel  is  spe- 
cial and  not  replicated  with  anyone  else.  I 
would  highly  doubt  that  the  U.S.  would 
allow,  say.  Egypt  to  develop  the  world’s 
fiflh-largest  nuclear  arsenal. 

We  haven’t  used  the  slogan  in  decades, 
at  least  in  regard  to  the  Israel-Palestine 
conflict.  Why  not?  In  WV  No.  31  (26 
October  1973)  around  the  time  of  the  ’73 


Arab-Israeli  War,  we  had  a front-page 
headline.  “No  U.S.  Aid  to  Israel."  But  the 
article  really  doesn’t  motivate  the  slogan. 
It  was  written  at  a time  when  the  U.S. 
was  beginning  to  greatly  increase  its  sup- 
port to  Israel,  while  at  the  same  time 
continuing  to  support  the  Arab  states.  The 
article  notes.  "The  U.S.  bankrolls  not  only 
the  Israeli  army  but  also  the  armies  of  Jor- 
dan and  Saudi  Arabia.  Outright  U.S.  mili- 
tary grants  to  Israel  in  the  1949-68  period 
totalled  $369  million,  while  outright 
grants  to  Jordan  totalled  $556  million." 
That  is,  more  to  Jordan  than  to  Israel. 

More  interesting  is  the  article  that  ran 
alongside  the  “No  U.S.  aid"  article  in 
WV  No.  31.  It  was  a National  Maritime 
Union  Militant  Solidarity  Caucus  resolu- 
tion that  our  supporters  put  forward 
around  the  same  time.  Officials  of  the 
AFL-CIO  maritime  unions  had  issued  a 
call  for  a boycott  of  Soviet  cargo  and 
ships  until  the  USSR  stopped  sending  aid 
to  the  Arab  states  for  use  against  Israel 
during  the  '73  war.  Obviously,  no  such 
action  was  called  against  the  Americans 
who  were  sending  aid  to  Israel.  As  against 
the  anti-Communist  call  of  the  union 
tops,  our  supporters  put  forward  this  res- 
olution to  “raise  instead  the  demand  for  a 
boycott  of  all  military  aid  being  flown  or 
shipped  from  the  U.S.  to  Israel  as  being 
the  most  important  way  American  work- 
ers can  oppose  this  reactionary  war."  The 
resolution  continues: 

“Demand  that  since  labor  political  strikes 
are  possible,  as  indicated  by  the  call  of 
the  AFL-CIO  maritime  officials,  that  this 
tactic  be  applied  in  the  interests  of  labor, 
rather  than  in  the  interests  of  Israeli.  U.S. 
or  other  ruling  classes,  through  such 
actions  as  the  'hot  cargoing'  of  scab 
lettuce  and  grapes  to  support  the  Cali- 
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fornia  farm  strikers,  and.  address  the 
call  of  American  maritime  workers  to 
our  brother  maritime  and  transportation 
workers  in  the  USSR  to  oppose  Russian 
aid  to  the  reactionary  Arab  slates  as 
we  oppose  aid  to  Israel  and  to  struggle 
against  their  false  leaders  for  the  institu- 
tion of  a working-class  Soviet  interna- 
tional policy  of  providing  aid  to  the 
workers’  struggles  around  the  world,  that 
is.  to  Arab  workers,  not  their  bosses." 

In  other  words,  oppose  U.S.  aid  to  Israel, 
oppose  Soviet  aid  to  the  Arab  bourgeoisie 
and  oppose  the  foreign  policy  of  Ameri- 
can imperialism. 

In  Young  Spartacus  No.  20  (November- 
December  1973).  we  had  a front-page 
article  titled  "Not  Jew  Against  Arab,  But 
Class  Against  Class.”  At  the  end  of  the 
article,  we  had  a paragraph  under  the  sub- 
head "No  U.S.  Aid  or  Troops  to  Israel!" 
The  article  concludes: 

"U.S.  imperialism,  which  in  the  past  has 
completely  equipped  the  armies  of  both 
Israel  and  Jordan,  in  the  present  conflict 
is  backing  Israel  to  the  hill.  The  U.S. 
government  has  made  it  quite  clear  with 
the  dispatch  of  Marines  and  additional 
aircraft  carriers  to  the  Mediterranean  that 
it  is  prepared  to  intervene  directly  in  the 
Near  East  chancing  direct  global  con- 
frontation with  the  Soviet  Union  and 
nuclear  holocaust  in  order  to  prevent  a 
decisive  Israeli  defeat.  Further.  Israel  is 
known  to  have  its  own  nuclear  arsenal 
and  this  too  could  touch  off  a global 
confrontation.  It  is  the  responsibility  of 
revolutionaries  to  struggle  against  U.S. 
military  intervention  into  the  Near  East 
conflict,  whether  it  takes  the  present 
form  of  supplying  and  equipping  Israel 
or  the  form  of  direct  intervention.  A call 
for  a trade-union  boycott  of  all  arms 
shipments  to  the  Near  East  must  be  taken 
to  the  American  working  class." 

Note  that  it  says  "all  arms  shipments  to 
the  Near  East."  not  just  Israel.  This  article 
continued  on  page  8 


U.S.  imperialism,  enemy 
of  world’s  working  people. 
Left:  U.S.  Army  torture 
during  Vietnam  War,  In 
which  U.S.  killed  two 
million  Vietnamese  In 
failed  bid  to  smash 
social  revolution. 

Right:  Red  Cross 
warehouse  in  Kabul 
destroyed  by  U.S.  bombing 
last  October  in  first  phase 
of  "war  on  terror.” 
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1917  Bolshevik 
Revolution  Inspired 
joint  struggle  by  Jews 
and  Arabs  against 
capitalist  exploiters. 
Right:  Opening  rally  of 
Comintern's  1920  Baku 
Congress,  with  delegates 
from  over  two  dozen 
peoples  of  Asia.  Below; 
Communist  Leopold 
Trepper  (standing, 
second  from  left), 
a Polish  Jew,  with  CP 
Arab-Jewish  Unity  group 
in  Tel  Aviv  in  1925. 


U.S.  Aid... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

was  written  during  the  1973  Arab-Israeli 
War.  when  we  had  a revolutionary  de- 
featist position  on  both  sides.  Today, 
we  defend  the  Palestinians  against  the 
Israelis. 

The  question  of  U.S.  aid  to  Israel  has 
come  to  the  fore  in  the  last  few  months. 
During  the  first  Intifada  between  1987 
and  *93.  Palestinian  youth  were  pitted 
against  Israeli  soldiers  with  machine 
guns,  and  I would  add.  Israeli  machine 
guns — for  example,  Uzis  and  Galil 
assault  rifles.  Yitzhak  Rabin  vowed  to 
break  bones,  and  they  did.  killing  lots  of 
people  in  the  process.  But  this  current 
Intifada  is  a bit  different,  and  it  hits  you 
immediately  in  the  face.  Palestinian  youth 
with  rocks  or  lightly  armed  Palestinian 
militiamen  are  pitted  not  against  machine 
guns,  or  not  only  against  machine  guns, 
but  against  U.S. -built  and  -supplied  F- 16 
fighter  jets.  Apache  helicopter  gunships, 
Merkava  tanks,  which  are  built  in  Israel 
with  German  parts  bought  by  American 
money,  and  numerous  other  weapons 
supplied  by  the  U.S.  The  Palestinians  cry 
out.  not  only  are  they  killing  us  and  doing 
it  with  the  most  ob.scene  brutality,  but 
they're  doing  it  with  your  weapons. 

At  the  same  time,  the  situation  in 
the  U.S.  and  Europe  is  a bit  different. 
Most  West  European  countries  are.  or 
were  until  very  recently,  run  by  social- 
democratic  or  popular-front  governments. 
As  a result,  the  reformist  left  saw  no 
problem  in  appealing  to  these  govern- 
ments to  actually  intervene  in  the  con- 
flict on  behalf  of  the  Palestinians.  In  the 
U.S..  we  have  a very  right-wing  Repub- 
lican administration.  It  is  preparing  to 
go  to  war  with  Iraq.  For  our  opponents 
to  call  on  this  government  to  intervene 
on  behalf  of  the  Palestinians  is  for  them 
going  a bit  too  far.  But  our  political 
opponents  also  cannot  appeal  to  the 
Democrats  because  they  are  even  more 
pro-Israel  than  the  Republicans.  Instead, 
they  focus  on  the  negative:  “End  Ameri- 
can aid  to  Israel.”  For  them,  that's  how 
the  U.S.  can  play  a “positive”  role  in  the 
conflict,  and  that’s  how  the  reformists 
use  and  push  the  slogan. 

We  didn't  come  up  with  the  “No  U.S. 
aid  to  Israel”  demand,  but  it’s  out  there. 
People  raise  it.  opponents  raise  it  and  we 
need  to  polemicize  against  them  because 
they  raise  it  to  appeal  to  U.S.  imperialism, 
to  prettify  it  and  to  bill  it  as  a lesser  evil 
than  the  Zionists.  There  is  a useful  article 
to  review  on  a similar  question,  in  WV 
No.  47  (21  June  1974).  In  it  we  polemi- 
cize against  the  SWP.  which  raised  the 
demand  to  cut  off  all  U.S.  funding  to 
Pinochet’s  junta  regime  in  Chile  after  the 
bloody  coup  that  overthrew  the  Allende 
popular-front  government.  We  wrote: 
“Going  beyond  the  demand  of  freedom 
for  all  victims  of  the  generals'  repression, 
this  slogan  purports  to  be  a means  of 
combatting  the  Pinochet  regime.  How- 
ever, it  leaves  unanswered  the  funda- 
mental question  of  which  class  can  put  an 


end  to  such  bonapartist  dictatorships,  The 
implicit  perspective  behind  the  demand 
for  culling  off  aid  to  the  junta,  when 
raised  in  the  absence  of  any  explicitly  rev- 
olutionary slogans,  is  that  of  toppling  the 
Chilean  butchers  by  pressuring  Nixon,” 
This  expresses  a bottom-line  approach  to 
the  question. 

On  the  Slogan  “Hot  Cargo 
Military  Goods  to  Israel" 

At  the  same  time,  all  that  does  not 
mean  that  the  "No  U.S.  aid”  slogan  in  and 
of  itself  necessarily  builds  illusions  in 
U.S.  imperialism.  As  a methodology,  it’s 
not  good  to  condemn  a slogan  simply 
because  of  how  the  opponents  use  it.  The 
reformists  are  always  reformist  and  will 
use  every  slogan  in  that  light.  Precisely 
because  it  so  fits  the  present  circum- 
stances, we  can  and  should  raise  the 
U.S.  aid  question  both  in  slogan  and 
propaganda  form.  We  oppose  American 
aid  to  Israel,  and  we  should  say  so.  We 
think  Israel  is  an  enemy  but  for  us  the 
main  enemy  is  U.S.  imperialism,  and  we 
should  say  so.  While  the  opponents  look 
to  the  American  government,  we  appeal 
to  the  working  class  to  rally  to  defend  the 
Palestinian  people.  Here,  I think,  is  the 
problem:  how  do  you  concretely  express 
that  appeal? 

As  1 said,  comrades  argued  that  we 
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should  raise  a slogan,  such  as  “Hot-cargo 
military  goods  to  Israel,”  in  conjunction 
with  the  U.S.  aid  slogan.  But  there’s  a 
point  on  fatuousness  in  calling  for  hot- 
cargoing;  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
current  consciousness  in  the  working 
class  or  what’s  even  remotely  realizable 
right  now.  Moreover,  comrades  worried 
that  we’d  be  sliding  over  into  implying 
that  Israel  was  our  main  enemy.  The  Bay 
Area  International  Longshore  and  Ware- 
house Union  (ILWU)  Local  10  motion 
against  U.S.  aid  to  Israel  from  April  18, 
while  very  important  in  itself,  does  not 
pose  the  hot-cargo  question.  It’s  not  the 
ILWU  that’s  going  to  be  hoi-cargoing 
anything  to  Israel.  Shipments  to  Israel 
go  out  of  the  East  Coast,  so  it’s  going 
to  be  the  International  Longshoremen’s 
Association  (ILA)  on  the  East  Coast. 
Unfortunately,  the  ILA  has  far  from  a 
left-leaning  union  leadership.  Further,  the 
country  whose  goods  should  be  hot- 
cargoed  is  the  U.S.,  but  fat  chance  of  that. 

Let  me  clarify  one  thing  here.  When  we 
talk  about  hot-cargoing  military  goods  to 
Israel,  we  are  talking  about  a time-limited 
campaign  against  military  goods,  not  a 
complete  trade  boycott  of  Israeli  goods 
and  trade,  which  would  certainly  make  it 
look  like  Israel  is  the  main  enemy.  Sup- 
port to  sanctions  or  a trade  boycott  is 
essentially  calling  for  American  warships 
to  close  Israeli  ports  and  would  result  first 
and  foremost  in  starving  the  working 
class. 

An  article  in  Australasian  Spartacist 
No.  170  (Autumn  2000)  is  interesting  in 
its  handling  of  the  hot-cargo  issue.  At  the 
time.  Indonesia  was  on  a bloody  rampage 
in  East  Timor,  which  later  was  used  as  a 
pretext  for  Australian  troops  to  occupy 
East  Timor.  In  polemicizing  against  the 
Australian  Labor  Party  and  the  union  tops 
who  had  pushed  for  hot-cargoing  goods, 
including  food,  to  Indonesia,  our  Aus- 
tralian comrades  said;  “As  proletarian 
internationalists,  opposed  above  all  to  our 
’own’  ruling  class,  we  call  for  the  Aus- 
tralian workers  movement  to  black  ban 
[hot-cargo]  arms  and  supplies  to  the 
Australian-led  military  forces.”  Thus,  this 
question  can  be  addressed  without  losing 
sjght  of  who  your  biggest  enemy  is.  How- 
ever. if  it  s not  done  right,  hot-cargo  calls 


cun  put  you  in  very  bad  company  in  Aus- 
tralia, such  calls  were  explicitly  aimed  at 
gelling  troops  into  East  Timor,  and  they 
worked.  The  campaign  also  was  replete 
w ith  a lot  of  anti-Indonesian  chauvinism 

Anti-Semitism  in 
the  Arab  World 

We  understand  that  the  Israel-Palestine 
conflict  is  at  bottom  one  between  two 
nations  claiming  the  same  piece  of  land 
However,  in  popular  perception.  Israel  is 
seen  as  the  Jewish  state,  and  this  has 
implications.  The  situation  is  more  com- 
plicated than  what  one  would  encounter 
in  a typical  fight  over  national  rights— it’s 
exacerbated  by  the  interpenetration  of  the 
two  peoples.  Anti-Semites  will  use  out- 
rage against  Zionist  atrocities  to  promote 
their  repulsive  program.  They’ve  come 
out  to  pro-Palestinian  rights  demonstra- 
tions. even  waving  Palestinian  flags.  A 
few  years  ago,  I was  reading  a book  on 
Jewish  history  by  Israel  Shahak,  the  late 
Israeli  anti-Zionist  and  pro-Palesiinian 
rights  activist.  I got  on  the  Internet,  typed 
his  name  and  saw  a link  that  claimed  to 
have  the  entire  book.  It  turned  out  to  be  a 
Nazi  Web  site  that  advertised  the  book  as 
“Learn  about  the  Jews  from  a Jew’s  own 
mouth.” 

Another  example  is  how  modern  anti- 
Semitism  in  the  Near  East,  or  in  the  Arab 
world,  is  a new  phenomenon  born  around 
1948.  There’s  an  interesting  new  book 
called  The  Ornament  of  the  World.  How 
Muslims.  Jews,  and  Christians  Created  a 
Culture  of  Tolerance  in  Medieval  Spain 
by  Maria  Rosa  Menocal  and  Harold 
Bloom.  Now.  it’s  not  like  these  peoples 
all  lived  in  peace  at  all  times  or  some- 
thing, but  European  anti-Semitism  only 
found  its  way  into  the  Near  East  in  the 
20th  century.  For  example,  when  Jews 
were  kicked  out  of  Spain,  it  was  Turkey 
and  North  Africa  that  took  them  in.  not 
out  of  any  intrinsic  love,  but  this  was 
where  refuge  was  found. 

The  blood  libel  used  to  be  unknown 
among  Arabs.  One  guy  I recently  read  put 
it  another  way:  why  would  Muslims  care 
if  Christians  and  Jews  are  killing  each 
other  to  make  matzo?  But  today  it’s  very 
widespread.  Recent  articles  in  a Saudi 
newspaper  recounted  this  filthy  rubbish 
as  fact,  while  going  on  and  on  about  how 
supposedly  no  Jews  were  killed  in  the 
World  Trade  Center  attack.  Arabic  tele- 
vision regularly  features  this  question. 
“Where  were  the  Jews  on  September  1 1?" 
A recent  television  program  on  A1  Jazeera 
asked  the  question,  “The  Protocols  of  the 
Elders  of  Zion,  did  that  book  rightly  pre- 
dict what  the  Jews  would  be  doing  in  the 
Middle  East  today?”  The  Egyptian  state 
paper  Al-Ahram  when  writing  in  English 
uses  the  term  “Zionist.”  It  does  not  make 
that  distinction  when  writing  in  Arabic.  It 
uses  “Jewish.” 

It  used  to  be  that  there  were  Jews  in 
Arab  countries.  They  helped  found  some 
of  the  most  radical  anti-colonial  move- 
ments in  the  region  and  were  portrayed 
in  popular  literature  accordingly.  Nobel 
Prize-winning  Egyptian  writer  Naguib 
Mahfouz  wrote  positively  about  them. 
In  one  of  his  novels,  Midaq  Alley,  he 
describes  an  Egyptian  girl  confined  to  her 
home,  looking  with  envy  at  Jewish  girls 
down  the  street  working  in  a textile  plant. 
She  desperately  wanted  to  be  like  them,  as 
Mafouz  described  it.  “liberated.” 

One  of  the  effects  of  the  existence  of 
Israel  was  the  driving  out  of  hundreds 
and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Jews  from 
Arab  countries,  so  today  the  only  Jews 
an  Egyptian  or  an  Iraqi  would  know  are 
in  Israel,  i.e..  Israeli  equals  Jewish,  Jew- 
ish equals  Zionist.  A book  by  a respected 
American  scholar.  Joel  Beinin,  titled  The 
Dispersion  of  Egyptian  Jewry  was  lam- 
basted in  the  Egyptian  press  for  arguing 
that  1)  not  all  Egyptian  Jews  were  Zion- 
ists, far  from  it,  and  2)  they  were  driven 
out  against  their  will  from  a country 
where  their  ancestors  lived  for  hundreds 
of  years,  if  not  longer.  The  19th-century 
German  Marxist  August  Bebel  called 
continued  on  page  W 
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Sydney  SYC  Says: 

Australian/UN  Troops 
Out  of  East  Timor! 


On  August  21  at  Sydney  University, 
leftist  and  minority  students  joined  the 
Spartacus  Youth  Club  and  the  Spartacisl 
League  of  Australia  in  a spirited  protest 
to  demand:  “Down  with  Australian  impe- 
rialism’s plunder  of  East  Timor’s  oil/gas!” 
and  “Australian/UN  troops  out  of  East 
Timor!”  Linking  outrage  at  the  imperi- 
alist pillage,  codified  in  the  Timor  Sea 
Treaty,  to  the  need  to  oppose  the  racist 
military  occupation  that  helps  enforce 
it.  protesters  chanted:  “Down  with  the 
Timor  Sea  Treaty!  Oppose  the  Austra- 
lian military!”  Among  the  endorsers  were 
a shop  steward  from  the  Australian 
Manufacturing  Workers’  Union  (AMWU). 
the  Freedom  Socialist  Party  and  Work- 
ers Power.  The  endorsement  of  this  anti- 
colonial protest  by  the  latter  two  groups 
stands  in  contrast  to  their  participation  in 
the  1999  rallies  which  screamed  for  Aus- 
tralian troops  to  be  sent  to  East  Timor. 

Fighting  to  expose  the  “human  rights” 
imperialism  fraud  pushed  by  the  fake-left 
in  1999,  an  SYC  speaker  stressed  that 
smashing  illusions  in  the  neo-colonial 
occupation  of  East  Timor  is  key  to  mobi- 
lizing opposition  to  the  impending  U.S./ 
Australia  onslaught  against  the  people 
of  Iraq.  Demonstrators  enthusiastically 
received  internationalist  greetings  from 
the  Spartacisl  Group  of  Japan,  which  in 
calling  for  Japanese  and  all  UN/imperial- 
ist  troops  out  of  East  Timor,  noted  that 
the  East  Timorese  had  protested  the 
arrival  of  the  Japanese  “Self  Defense 
Forces"  in  their  country  earlier  this  year. 

It  was  not  surprising  that  the  protest 
attracted  interest  from  Timorese  students. 
In  the  last  several  weeks  the  Austra- 
lian/UN military  force  has  arrested  scores 
of  opponents  of  their  imperialist  occu- 
pation, some  of  whom  were  involved  in  a 
spectacular  breakout  of  180  inmates  from 
a jail  in  the  East  Timor  capital  on  August 
16.  On  the  very  day  of  the  Sydney  Uni- 
versity demonstration,  East  Timor  was 
shaken  by  the  second  day  of  actions  by 
thousands  of  angry  protesters  shouting 
anti-UN  slogans.  We  print  below  the  call 
issued  by  the  SYC  and  SL/A  for  the 
united-front  action  at  Sydney  University. 

♦ * * 

When  the  prime  minister  [John 
Howard  of  Australia’s  right-wing  Liberal 
Party]  was  in  East  Timor  in  May  for  the 
proclamation  of  "independence,”  he  was 
met  by  some  500  protesters  carrying 
signs  such  as  “Howard:  you  are  a thief.” 
They  were  denouncing  the  Australian 
imperialists’  extortion  of  East  Timor’s 
huge  oil  and  gas  resources  codified  by 
the  Timor  Sea  Treaty.  Australia  is  to  gel 
82  percent  of  the  massive  Greater  Sun- 
rise field  that  is  entirely  on  East  Timor’s 
side  of  the  mid-point  between  the  two 
countries.  As  Australian  resource  giant 
Woodside  is  set  to  greatly  increase  its 
Timor  Sea  revenues,  the  East  Timorese 
people  live  in  the  poorest  country  in 
Asia,  with  more  than  40  percent  of  the 
population  living  below  the  official  pov- 
erty line  of  55  U.S.  cents  (!)  a day. 

In  a darkly  fitting  testament  to  what 
they  face,  the  Timor  Sea  Treaty  was 
signed  on  [East  Timor’s]  Independence 
Day  itself.  That  evening.  Australian  troops 
caused  a scandal  by  stealing  at  gun- 
point an  East  Timorese  flag  from  a hotel. 
Such  vile  piggishness  is  standard  for  the 
Australian-led  UN  occupation.  An  aid 
'worker  described  a typical  conversation 
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among  UN  administrators,  recounting 
with  disgust  how  these  colonial  overlords 
would  speak  about  the  East  Timorese 
with  filthy  racist  contempt:  “They  have 
an  IQ  of  a dog — well,  at  least  I can  train 
my  dog"  (Sydney  Morning  Herald,  8 Jan- 
uary 2001)!!  After  two  and  a half  years  of 
this  arrogant,  racist  occupation,  preceded 
by  centuries  of  Portuguese  colonisation 
and  24  years  of  brutal  Australian-backed 
Indonesian  rule,  some  East  Timorese 
were  understandably  joyful  about  formal 


independence.  But  the  kind  of  "indepen- 
dence” they  face  can  be  seen  in  Aus- 
tralia’s biggest  direct  neocolony.  Papua 
New  Guinea  [PNG].  In  June  last  year,  the 
Australian  puppet  regime  in  PNG  mur- 
dered six  people  following  mass  worker 
and  student  protests  against  privatisations 
and  other  brutal  austerity  diktats  imposed 
by  Australia  and  the  IMF.  Australian  mil- 
itary get  out  of  East  Timor,  Bougainville, 
PNG  and  Solomon  Islands! 

In  PNG  the  Australian  imperialist 
state — other  than  in  Bougainville  island 
which  they  militarily  occupy — plays 
mainly  the  role  of  puppet-master.  But  in 
East  Timor  they  are  at  the  core  of  a force 
of  5.000  UN  troops  that  are  to  be  the  main 
military  power  there  for  at  least  another 
two  years.  We  call  for  a united-front  dem- 
onstration on  21  August  at  Sydney  Uni- 
versity against  the  Australian  imperialist 
plunder  and  military  occupation  of  East 
Timor. 

The  social  power  of  the  working  class 
must  be  mobilised  in  actions  against 
White  Australia  neocolonialism.  Only 
by  implacable  opposition  to  the  racist  rul- 
ers and  their  predatory  designs  in  the 
region,  can  the  Australian  working  class 
forge  anti-capitalist  class-struggle  unity 
with  the  proletariats  of  Indonesia,  Philip- 
pines. Japan,  etc.,  and  effectively  fight 
against  the  increasingly  violent  union- 
busting  and  destruction  of  their  jobs 
and  livelihoods  at  home.  Such  a perspec- 
tive requires  a political  struggle  against 
the  thoroughly  pro-imperialist  ALP  [Aus- 
tralian Labor  Party]  and  its  White  Austra- 
lia. social-democratic  program,  in  the 
fight  to  build  a leadership  that  is  proletar- 
ian, revolutionary  and  internationalist. 

With  even  the  servile  East  Timorese 
government  complaining,  some  Laborite- 
left  groups  such  as  the  International 
Socialist  Organisation  (ISO)  and  Workers 


Power  (WP)  have  recently  written  articles 
against  the  ripping-off  of  East  Timor’s 
oil/gas.. .without  saying  a word  about 
the  Australian  troops  that  enforce  this! 
But  the  superexploitation  and  plunder  of 
the  neocolonies  by  the  capitalists  of  the 
richer  countries  is  maintained,  ultimately, 
by  the  threatened  and  sometimes  actual 
use  of  the  violent  might  of  the  respec- 
tive imperialist  states.  After  the  people  of 
Bougainville  revolted  in  1989  against  the 
brutal  looting  and  destruction  of  their 


lands  by  Australian  mining  giant  CRA 
(now  part  of  Rio  Tinto),  the  then-Labor 
government  sought  to  murderously  quell 
the  uprising,  first  by  sending  in  helicop- 
ter gunships  and  SAS  [Special  Air  Serv- 
ices] killers  and  later  by  imposing  a 
starvation  naval  blockade.  20,000  Bou- 
gainvilleans  died  as  a result! 

More  generally,  the  jackal  Australian 
imperialists  and  their  big  brother  U.S. 
allies  have  killed  millions  in  seeking  to 
defeat  anti-capitalist  revolutions  in  this 
region — from  the  1950-53  war  against 


North  Korea  to  the  dirty  losing  war 
against  the  heroic  Vietnamese  masses. 
Today,  the  U.S.  and  Australian  rulers  use 
military  pressure  to  complement  the  eco- 
nomic penetration  of  China  by  foreign 
imperialist  and  oversea.s  Chinese  capital, 
with  the  goal  of  reversing  the  gains  of 
the  1949  social  revolution  in  China.  Pre- 
revolutionary China  was  horribly  ex- 
ploited by  the  imperialist  powers  who 
carved  up  its  territory  between  them, 
while  the  brutally  oppressed  women 
faced  forced  marriage,  foot-binding  and 
illiteracy.  Defend  the  Chinese,  North 
Korean,  Vietnamese  and  Cuban  deformed 
workers  states! 

The  Australian  rulers  barely  pretend 
any  longer  that  the  East  Timor  occupation 
is  aimed  at  countering  the  murderous. 
pro-Jakarta  militias.  Rather  they  speak 
of  urgent  threats  to  "internal  security” 
from  disgruntled,  former  Falintil  [Armed 
Forces  of  National  Liberation  of  East 
Timor)  independence  fighters.  Carrying 
banners  comparing  UN  police  to  Indone- 
sian secret  police.  Ea.si  Timorese  pro- 
tested last  month  the  brutal  cop  seizure  of 
former  independence  leader.  Mau  Cali. 
Above  all.  the  Australian  occupation  aims 
at  ensuring  the  smooth  flow  of  profits 
from  semi-colonial  Indonesia,  where 
hundreds  of  millions  seethe  with  discon- 
tent as  they  continue  to  live  on  the  edge 
of  economic  disaster  and  where  separa- 
tist insurgencies  have  flared.  Australian 
imperialism  hands  off  Indonesia! 

It  is  hardly  surprising  that  most  of  the 
left  groups  have  not  to  this  day  called 
for  Australian  troops  out  of  East  Timor. 
Because  when  it  counted  most,  in  Sep- 
tember 1999,  the  Democratic  Socialist 
Party,  ISO.  Socialist  Alternative  (SA). 
WP  and  the  Socialist  Party  joined  the 
Laborite  union  bureaucrats  in  march- 
ing— and  in  the  case  of  the  DSP  and  ISO 
even  endorsing — demonstrations  scream- 
ing for  Australian  troops  to  "free”  East 
Timor.  With  the  growing  unpopularity 
of  the  Australian/UN  expedition,  some 
SA  and  ISO  cadre  now  verbally  claim 
that  they  never  supported  it!  No  doubt 
they  point  to  abstract  statements  warning 
against  “reliance”  on  the  UN  or  after  the 
fact  admissions  that: 

"Such  an  orientation  towards  a 'troops  in 
now'  position  meant  that  the  demonstra- 
tions called  in  Melbourne  by  Trades  Hall 
were  dominated  by  the  slogan  from  the 
beginning.  The  union  actions  and  pub- 
lic rallies  were  effectively  reduced  to  a 
means  to  that  end." 

— Socialist  Worker  Review. 

November  1999 

But  in  the  concrete,  the  ISO  and  SA 
hailed  both  the  pro-imperialist  "troops 
in  now”  union  bans  on  Indonesia  and  the 
"troops  in  now”  rallies  as  “magnificent” 
continued  on  page  10 
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anli-Scmitism  "the  socialism  of  fools."  It 
has  never  done  the  oppressed  any  good, 
and  it  stands  counlerposed  to  the  cause 
of  the  Palestinians. 

There's  a related  point  to  be  made,  We 
defend  the  Palestinians  against  Zionist 
state  brutality,  defend  them  wholeheart- 
edly and  fight  for  their  national  rights.  But 
as  Marxists,  we  understand  that  national- 
ism is  counterposed  to  the  cause  of  the 
international  proletariat.  In  the  forum 
given  by  Len  Meyers  that  we  printed  in 
WVNo.  783  { 14  June).  Lenin  is  quoted  on 
this  question:  "Marxism  cannot  be  recon- 
ciled with  nationalism.  Be  it  even  of  the 
‘most  just,’  ‘purist.’  most  refined  and  civ- 
ilised brand.  In  place  of  all  forms  of 
nationalism  Marxism  advances  interna- 
tionalism." Moreover,  it’s  not  always  the 
case  that  the  nationalism  of  the  oppressed 
nations  has  a bourgeois-democratic  con- 
tent. Palestinian  nationalism  runs  the 
gamut  from  radical  left-nationalists  like 
the  PFLP  and  DFLP  all  the  way  to  the 
reactionary  fundamentalists  of  Hamas. 

The  Complexities  of  the 
Israel'Paiestine  Confiict 

There  is  a certain  pressure  on  us  to  be 
concrete  and  provide  some  kind  of  solu- 
tion to  a pretty  desperate  situation  in  the 
here  and  now.  The  opponents,  the  pro- 
Palestinian  groups,  the  Arab  groups, 
that’s  how  they  approach  the  question. 
We  simply  cannot.  We  understand  that 
things  can  change  very  rapidly,  includ- 
ing for  the  better,  but  we  shouldn’t  be 
Pollyannas.  Hopelessness  is  a very  for- 
eign concept  to  Marxists,  but  on  this 
question  of  Israel-Palestine  there  is  a lot 
I of  hopelessness.  There  is  not  very  much 
I one  can  do  in  an  immediate  sense  to 
I relieve  the  condition  of  the  Palestinians. 

I The  level  of  chauvinism  in  Israel  is  very 
high — higher  than  it’s  been  in  decades. 

I It's  not  a situation  that  can  be  solved  by 

I saying  "Independence  for  this”  or  "Israel 
out  of  that.”  In  fact,  what  comes  closest 
to  an  immediate  slogan  that  we  raise  is 
"Israel  out  of  the  Occupied  Territories." 

But  even  this  is  a pretty  long-term  solu- 
I tion.  There  are  now  over  400.000  settlers 
jin  the  Occupied  Territories  and  East 
Jerusalem.  A few  years  ago.  they  were 
extremely  unpopular  in  Israel,  for  various 
reasons.  But  today,  because  of  the  harden- 
ing up.  sympathy  for  the  settlers  is  quite 
high.  But  let’s  suppose  that  you  get  some 
Israeli  government  that  says  it  will  clear 
most  of  the  settlements,  then  what?  Do 
you  think  it’s  just  going  to  happen,  do  you 
think  the  settlers  will  just  leave?  Think  of 


how  much  consciousness  in  Israel  will 
have  to  change  for  Israelis  to  accept  the 
concept  that  the  army  may  have  to  fire  on 
settlers  to  get  them  out.  The  core  of  the 
settler  movement  is  not  in  there  because 
of  cheaper  housing,  but  for  ideological 
reasons,  and  such  hardened  ideology  is 
not  going  to  be  easily  bought  off.  even 
with  generous  compen.sation. 

So  the  situation  is  pretty  bleak  right 
now.  Its  nature  demands  social  revolu- 
tion. but  the  working  class  that  holds  the 
key,  so  to  speak,  the  Hebrew-speaking 
proletariat,  is  deeply  wedded  to  Zionist 
chauvinism.  You  can  turn  to  workers  in 
Egypt,  Iran,  Iraq,  where  the  prospect  of 


social  revolution  is  more  favorable.  It's 
a point  we  have  made  on  permanent 
revolution,  that  it’s  not  just  a question 
of  world  socialist  revolution  happening 
everywhere  at  the  same  time,  but  of  a 
sequencing  of  revolutions,  in  this  case 
eventually  bringing  about  revolution  in 
Israel/Palestine. 

But  even  in  these  other  countries,  there 
are  enormous  obstacles  to  overcome, 
including  nationalism,  fundamentalism, 
a lack  of  a communist  alternative  to 
embrace  the  justified  rage  of  the  masses. 
In  the  Near  East,  "more  favorable”  is  a 
very  relative  term.  That’s  why  the  article 
“No  Exit”  by  Amos  Elon,  an  Israeli  Labor 
Zionist,  in  the  New  York  Review  of  Books 
(23  May)  is  impressive.  Americans  oper- 
ate on  a tacit  assumption  that  every  prob- 
lem has  a straightforward  answer.  This 
article  convincingly  makes  clear  that  this 
is  not  true  in  Israel/Palestine.  I would  also 


add  that  the  desperation  of  the  situation 
drives  people  that  may  otherwise  look  to 
or  at  least  consider  a proletarian  solution 
to  instead  just  settle  for  "No  U.S.  aid"  or 
divestment,  something  that,  as  they  put  it. 
at  least  "raises  awareness.” 

The  more  you  try  to  be  concrete,  the 
more  it  seems  you  are  at  some  distance 
from  reality.  Raising  "hot-cargo"  as  a slo- 
gan has  the  same  problem  in  a sense  as 
using  "For  labor  strikes  against  the  ‘war 
on  terror”’  as  a slogan.  It  sounds  as  fatu- 
ous as  calling  on  Israeli  workers  to  strike 
in  defense  of  the  Palestinians  right  now. 
It’s  a perspective,  but  it’s  not  currently  on 
the  agenda.  The  Israel-Palestine  conflict  is 


one  of  those  questions  that  in  the  end  can 
go  in  only  a few  directions:  genocide  and/ 
or  nuclear  holocaust  or  social  revolution. 

Raising  the  Slogan 

"Down  With  U.S.  Aid  to  Israel” 

I would  argue  that  we  can  and  should 
raise  the  slogan  "Down  with  U.S.  aid  to 
Israel.”  But  it’s  a secondary  and  subordi- 
nate slogan,  necessarily  so  because  of  our 
program  on  the  Near  East.  I mean,  you 
can  say  “Down  with  U.S.  aid  to  Israel” 
until  you’re  blue  in  the  face,  but  if  you 
don’t  talk  about  a socialist  federation  of 
the  Near  East,  it’s  all  for  nothing.  What 
we  want  to  emphasize  is  our  cutting-edge 
program,  which  can  win  people  over  to 
us.  "Down  with  U.S.  aid"  is  not  cutting- 
edge.  Social  revolution  is. 

I want  to  raise  the  slogan,  in  a certain 
way.  to  get  it  off  the  agenda.  To  pro- 
Palestinian  rights  activists.  "Defend  the 


Palestinians”  in  and  of  itself  is  not  a very 
cutting-edge  slogan.  But  it’s  necessary  to 
say  it  and  to  say  where  we  stand.  We 
share  the  aim  of  ending  U.S.  aid  to  Israel, 
so  let’s  debate  how  it’s  going  to  be  done. 
That’s  when  the  politics  come  out.  Hav- 
ing it  as  a subordinate  slogan  means  that 
it  doesn’t  need  to  be  out  there  every  day. 
If  you’re  only  going  to  take  two  signs 
with  you.  1 wouldn’t  make  this  one  of 
them.  If  you’re  going  to  have  a contingent 
with  a lot  of  signs,  or  a speakout  with  a 
lot  of  signs,  why  not? 

The  best  and  most  complete  expression 
of  the.se  questions  is  going  to  be  propa- 
gandistic.  We  are  a fighting  propaganda 
group,  not  a mass  party.  However,  that 
doesn’t  mean  that  you  can  only  raise 
slogans  that  are  immediately  realizable. 
Unless  you’re  talking  about  something 
like  “Stop  the  Klan”  when  they’re  actu- 
ally about  to  march,  our  slogans  are  gen- 
erally not  realizable  in  any  immediate 
sense.  When  we  say  "All  Indian  and  Pak- 
istani troops  out  of  Kashmir."  it’s  not  like 
that’s  around  the  corner.  All  our  slogans 
demand  propaganda  to  explain  where 
we’re  coming  from,  what  we  mean  by 
them. 

The  problem  is  the  more  you  try  to 
be  concrete,  the  more  you  have  to  deal 
with  the  relationship  of  forces.  "Hot-cargo 
military  goods  to  Israel”  as  a concrete  slo- 
gan to  end  American  aid  to  Israel — that’s 
not  very  real  right  now.  I think,  in  fact,  the 
way  we  did  it  in  WV  No.  779  is  about 
as  concrete  as  you  can  get  in  the  pres- 
ent pass;  "Marxists  fight  to  mobilize 
labor  in  concrete  acts  of  class-struggle  in 
solidarity  with  the  besieged  Palestinian 
masses,  including  political  protest  strikes 
and  labor  action  to  prevent  the  shipment  of 
military  goods  to  the  Israeli  rulers.  But 
such  a perspective  can  only  be  realized  by 
mobilizing  workers  in  the  U.S.  against 
their  own  rulers,  not  by  fostering  illusions 
in  the  potential  benevolence  of  the  Amer- 
ican state." 

Our  aim  is  to  intersect  the  most 
advanced  section  of  the  working  class 
and  radical  milieus  and  to  raise  their 
consciousness,  and  that’s  how  we  should 
approach  the  question  of  slogans  gener- 
ally. When  we  use  the  slogan  on  U.S. 
aid.  it  has  to  be  linked  with  other  slogans 
that  express  our  defense  of  the  Palestin- 
ians, our  opposition  to  U.S.  imperialism 
and  our  working-class  angle  to  this  ques- 
tion. By  this  1 mean  the  whole  question 
of  proletarian  revolution  in  the  Near  East, 
including  to  resolve  the  Arab- Israeli  con- 
flict. I thought  that  Miliiani  article  slated 
it  very  well;  “To  leave  the  ground  of  inde- 
pendent working-class  action  in  favor  of 
a working-class  cause  is  to  jeopardize  the 
cause  itself.’’B 


Odriidi/Media 


Israeli  workers  protest  layoffs  at  tire  factory  in  Tel  Aviv,  1989.  Zionist  state 
must  be  destroyed  from  within  through  Arab-Hebrew  socialist  revolution. 


East  Timor... 

(continued  from  page  9) 

or  “fantastic”  {Socialist  Worker,  24  Sep- 
tember 1999).  Opportunistically  gushing 
about  the  national-chauvinist  mobilisa- 
tions. SA  even  called  to  "accelerate  the 
campaign  of  industrial  action  that  the 
union  movement  has  initiated  and  build 
bigger  and  more  militant  demonstrations 
in  the  streets”  {Socialist  Alternative,  Sep- 
tember 1999). 

For  their  part,  WP  carried  out  a feat  of 
political  gymnastics  over  the  1999  troops 
to  East  Timor  campaign  that  centrists — 
revolutionary  in  words,  social-patriotic  in 
deeds — specialise  in.  They  at  times  called 
for  UN  troops  out  and  denounced  as  "in 
contradiction  with  all  Marxist  principles” 
the  DSP  being  "at  the  head  of  the  chorus 
calling  for  imperialist  intervention  into 
East  Timor."  But  they  loo,  loudly  joined 
the  said  "chorus.”  which  they  hailed  as 
"solidarity  with  East  Timor."  cheering  the 
trade  union  bans  that  egged  on  the  Austra- 
lian troops  as  "excellent  demonstrations 
of  working  class  solidarity  and  action  in 
support  of  a progressive  end”  {Workers 
Power,  November  1999-January  2000). 

The  capitalist  stale  can  never  be  pres- 


sured to  serve  the  cause  of  liberation 
because  it  exists  to  enforce  the  rule  of 
exploitation  of  the  racist  capitalist  class. 
That  is  why  the  cops  brutally  assault 
workers’  picket  lines  (such  as  recently  at 
the  BHP  steelworks  in  Victoria)  and  pro- 
refugee protests,  hunt  down  and  seize 
courageous  young  children  and  adults 
who  have  fled  immigrant  concentration 
camps  and  tap  the  phone  calls  of  the 
CFMEU  construction  union.  Meanwhile 
the  courts  persecute  union  militants  like 
the  AMWU  Skilled  Six.  In  criminally 
promoting  the  fraudulent  "human  rights" 
credentials  of  the  bourgeois  state  over 
East  Timor,  the  fake  left  undermines 
struggles  against  slate  repression  while 
greasing  the  skids  for  heightened  imperi- 
alist militarism.  The  “human  rights”  mil- 
itary is  busy  kidnapping  refugees  on  the 
high  seas  and  dumping  them  in  disease- 
ridden  camps  on  desolate  island  neo- 
colonies. The  May  federal  budget  fea- 
tured billions  to  expand  the  military  and 
build  more  immigrant  detention  centres. 
And  not  content  with  the  SAS  joining  the 
U.S. -led  war  of  terror  against  Afghan 
villages,  hospitals  and  wedding  parties. 
[Australian]  foreign  minister  Downer 
joins  hawks  in  the  U.S.  administration  in 
beating  the  drums  for  war  against  Iraq. 


U.S.IUN/Australia  get  out  of  Afghani- 
stan. Central  Asia  and  the  Persian  Gulf! 
Hands  off  Iraq!  Against  the  fiction  of  a 
potentially  benevolent  capitalist  slate,  we 
Trotskyists  of  the  Spartacus  Youth  Club 
and  Spartacist  League  say:  Not  one  per 
son.  not  one  cent  for  the  Australian  impe- 
rialist military!  In  a small  victory,  on 
March  6 we  led  a demonstration  at  Mel- 
bourne’s RMIT  campus  that  caused  the 
Australian  army  to  abandon  their  Orien- 
tation Day  recruiting  stall. 

When  we  issued  leaflets  and  held  dem- 
on.strations  against  the  Australian  mili- 
tary expedition  to  East  Timor  in  1999.  we 
fought  against  a huge  wave  of  patriot- 
ism. Since  then  the  Australian  military 
has  attacked  anti-UN  demonstrations  of 
unemployed  East  Timorese  and  terror- 
ised Timorese  women  in  their  homes, 
while  we’ve  all  been  promised  “a  war 
without  end.”  We  need  to  struggle!  Stu- 
dents opposed  to  the  superexploitation 
of  the  "Third  World,"  internationalist- 
minded  workers,  immigrants  from  coun- 
tries under  neocolonial  subjugation  and 
socialists  must  all  come  together  in  united 
front  action  to  demand:  Down  with 
Australian  imperialism’s  plunder  of  East 
Timor’s  oUlgas!  Australian/UN  troops 
out  of  East  Timor!  m 


Reuters 


Australian  occupation  forces,  part  of 
UN  "peacekeepers,”  terrorize  East 
Timorese  in  capital  of  Dili. 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Contreras/Chicago  Tribune 

Police  repression  is  routinely  meted  out  to  black  youth  in  Chicago's  housing 
projects. 


Chicago... 

(continued  from  page  5) 

clan.  For  over  three  decades,  every  Dem- 
ocratic mayor— including  Chicago’s  first 
black  mayor.  Harold  Washington — has 
defied  a 1969  court  order  mandating  inte- 
grated “scattered  site”  housing  in  white 

neighborhoods. 

For  Quality  Housing  for  All! 

Now  Boss  Daley  Jr.  is  tearing  down 
the  CHA  projects — which  once  housed 
200.000 — with  a plan  designed  to  main- 
tain the  same  racist  segregation.  Nearly 
80  percent  of  CHA  families  kicked  out 
of  the  projects  since  Daley’s  plan  took 
effect  three  years  ago  have  ended  up  in 
the  poorest  black  neighborhoods.  In  a 
2001  survey  of  1 .500  residents  forced  out 
of  the  Robert  Taylor  Homes,  fully  10  per- 
cent wound  up  homeless.  As  the  resi- 
dents' homes  are  bulldozed  from  under 
them,  they  are  supposed  to  rely  on  the 
“Housing  Choice  Voucher  Program’’  (for- 
merly known  as  “Section  8”)  that  leaves 
CHA  residents,  95  percent  of  whom  rely 
on  some  form  of  public  assistance,  to  the 
mercies  of  the  racist  cutthroat  real  estate 
market.  Even  before  the  lists  were  opened 
two  years  ago,  there  were  60, 000  house- 
holds on  the  waiting  list  for  vouchers, 
and  then  another  100,(X)0  people  applied. 
And  even  if  people  do  qualify  for  vouch- 
ers. there  is  a reported  shortage  of  over 
150.0(X)  low-income  apartments. 

According  to  a recent  study,  only  half 
of  those  driven  out  of  the  projects  to  date 
have  been  able  to  cut  through  the  red  tape 
and  restrictions.  In  line  with  the  “welfare 
reform”  laws,  you  cannot  qualify  for  a 
voucher  if  you  have  a prior  drug  arrest  or 
have  been  late  with  rent  payments!  If 
you  do  manage  to  get  a voucher,  you  have 
to  find  an  apartment  in  120  days,  other- 
wise the  whole  application  process  starts 
over  again.  And  if  you  do  find  an  apart- 
ment. you  still  have  to  pass  a credit  check 
and  pay  a security  deposit.  Moreover, 
more  than  half  of  Chicago’s  landlords 
simply  refuse  to  rent  apartments  to  peo- 
ple using  the  vouchers,  especially  black 
renters  from  the  projects.  As  CHA  chair- 
man Sharon  Gilliam  remarked:  “Housing 
has  never  been  an  entitlement. ..and  cur- 
rently there  is  no  move  to  make  it  one" 
{Chicago  Reporter,  June  2000). 

The  “Transformation  Plan”  makes 
phony  promises  to  build  low-rise  “mixed 
income”  housing  to  replace  the  bulldozed 
projects.  What  this  means  for  some  6.000 
residents  (down  from  18,000  in  the  1960s) 
of  the  70-acre  North  Side  Cabrini-Green 
projects — prime  targets  for  destruction 
because  of  their  location  abutting  the 
swanky  "Gold  Coast” — is  that  of  the  new 
units  built,  only  15  percent  will  be  rented 
to  specially  screened  families  on  public 
assistance.  The  real  plan  is  to  turn  over 
the  prime  real  estate  to  Daley's  cronies 
for  private  development  of  yuppie  town- 
houses.  while  the  less-favored  tracts  on 
the  South  and  West  Sides  will  end  up 
looking  like  Afghanistan.  Profit-hungry 
developers  are  having  a field  day:  the  Illi- 
nois Institute  of  Technology  wants  the 
Robert  Taylor  Homes  site,  while  the 


University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago  Circle 
has  used  “eminent  domain"  to  snatch  up 
and  demolish  the  once-vibrant  Maxwell 
Street  bargain  shopping  district,  legen- 
dary home  of  the  Chicago  blues  scene.  As 
was  often  noted  in  the  1960s.  "Urban 
renewal  equals  black  removal." 

The  black  workers  who  migrated  from 
the  South  between  the  two  world  wars 
were  drawn  by  the  promise  of  industrial 
employment.  U.S.  Steel’s  South  Works 
complex  employed  almost  20,000  at  its 
peak,  including  many  unionized  black 
workers,  though  many  of  them  worked  in 
the  harshest,  lowest-paying  jobs.  But  by 
the  late  1970s  the  Midwest  had  become 
the  Rust  Bowl,  with  black  workers  being 
first  among  those  losing  their  jobs.  For- 
merly bustling  industrial  cities  like  Gary. 
Indiana  became  boarded-up  wastelands 
with  union  jobs  largely  gone.  Laid-off 
workers  and  their  families  were  forced 
into  humiliating  welfare  programs  and 
rotting  public  housing.  With  hospitals 
closed  and  schools  decrepit,  the  black 
ghettos  are  little  more  than  prisons  occu- 
pied by  racist  cops. 

A primary  vehicle  for  driving  black 
people  out  of  public  housing  has  been  the 
racist  “war  on  drugs."  Black  politicians 
from  Democrat  Jesse  Jackson  Sr.  to  reac- 
tionary demagogue  Louis  Farrakhan  sup- 
ported the  launching  of  this  campaign, 
whose  main  target  has  been  the  black 
and  Latino  ghetto  poor.  While  Jackson 
today  decries  the  "prison-industrial  com- 
plex” and  police  brutality,  in  the  1 980s  he 
echoed  the  bourgeoisie’s  anti-drug  rheto- 
ric. inanely  declaring:  "We’ve  lost  more 
to  dope  than  to  the  rope.” 

In  an  article  titled  "Deadly  Symbio- 
sis” {New  Democracy  Forum,  April-May 
2002),  French  researcher  Loic  Wacquant 
powerfully  demonstrates  the  “conver- 
gence of  ghetto  and  prison”  that  has  “put 
the  United  States  on  the  path  to  mass 
imprisonment.”  In  Chicago,  records  for 
2000  show  that  over  three-quarters  of 
those  arrested  for  drug  offenses — and 
over  90  percent  of  those  sentenced  to 
prison — were  black.  Nationally,  70  per- 
cent of  the  prison  population  is  black  and 
Latino,  with  one  out  of  every  nine  black 
males  between  the  ages  of  20  and  34 
incarcerated — a rate  higher  than  that  of 
South  Africa  at  the  height  of  the  racist 
apartheid  system!  More  than  one-third  of 
black  men  in  their  20s  are  either  in  jail, 
on  parole  or  on  probation — and  in  the 
Northern  inner  cities,  this  increases  to 
more  than  two-thirds. 

The  “war  on  drugs”  has  been  a useful 
tool  for  the  CHA  as  it  empties  the  pro- 
jects in  preparation  for  their  demolition. 
Last  January,  cops  in  Cabrini-Green  were 
issued  arrest  quotas  to  speed  up  the 
pace  of  their  drug  busts.  Wacquant  points 
out  that  the  CHA  "has  deployed  its  own 
police  force  and  even  sought  to  insti- 
tute its  own  'misdemeanor  court'  to  try 
misbehaving  tenants  on  the  premises.” 

Drug  raids  with  names  like  “Operation 
Blue  Thunder”  have  targeted  housing 
project  residents  for  arrest  and  eviction. 
Under  a federal  “one  strike  you’re  out” 
law.  a public  housing  tenant  can  be 


evicted  if  a relative  or  even  a guest  is 
caught  with  drugs  anywhere.  Though  this 
draconian  measure  was  signed  into  law 
in  1988  by  Reagan,  it  was  Clinton  in  1996 
who  ordered  HUD  to  strictly  enforce  it. 
The  law  was  upheld  by  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  on  March  26  in  a case  involving 
four  elderly  public  housing  tenants  in 
Oakland.  California  thrown  out  of  their 
apartments. 

Unleash  Labor/Black  Power! 

Chicago  is  the  quintessential  American 
city,  where  the  racial  oppression  of  black 
people — which  is  central  to  maintaining 
the  capitalist  exploitation  of  all  labor — is 


played  out  in  all  its  rawness.  But  the  key 
to  fighting  this  oppression  is  also  at  hand 
in  the  tremendous  untapped  social  power 
of  Chicago's  multiracial  working  class. 
Black  workers  are  integrated  into  strate- 
gic sectors  of  the  proletariat — transit, 
auto,  steel  and  postal — and  have  a higher 
rate  of  unionization  than  white  workers, 
even  after  decades  of  shutdowns  and  lay- 
offs. Under  the  leadership  of  a revolu- 
tionary workers  parly,  black  workers  can 
form  a living  link  fusing  the  anger  of  the 
ghettos  and  barrios  to  the  social  power  of 
organized  labor. 

The  labor  movement  must  fight  for 
jobs  for  all  at  union  wages  and  benefits! 
To  unleash  labor/black  power  requires 
breaking  the  hold  of  the  labor  tops,  who 
chain  the  workers  to  the  capitalists  and 
their  state,  particularly  through  their  pros- 
tration before  the  racist  Democratic  Party. 
The  only  difference  between  the  Demo- 
crats and  the  Republicans  is  that  the 
Democrats  pretend  to  be  friends  of  labor 
and  the  oppressed  so  they  can  get  away 
with  the  same  racist,  union-busting 
program  that  the  Republicans  openly 
advocate.  Fast  on  the  heels  of  abolishing 
"welfare  as  we  know  it.”  the  Democratic 
Clinton  administration  passed  the  1998 
Quality  Housing  and  Work  Responsibility 
Act  that  has  served  to  gut  public  housing 


for  the  poor  and  launched  the  current 
destruction  of  Chicago  public  housing. 

Black  workers  who  acknowledge  that 
black  Democratic  Party  leaders  like  Jack- 
son  Sr.  are  bankrupt  may  still  look  back 
with  reverence  to  Harold  Washington.  In 
his  1983  election  campaign,  even  as  he 
fought  the  backlash  of  racist  Demo- 
cratic politicians  like  “Fast  Eddie”  Vrdol- 
yak,  Washington  signaled  his  intention  to 
carry  out  the  same  policies  as  his  prede- 
cessors by  refusing  to  call  for  open  hous- 
ing or  to  even  broach  the  idea  of  busing 
to  break  down  the  Jim  Crow  segregation 
of  the  schools.  And  it  was  under  Wash- 
ington's reign  that  rumblings  began  about 
doing  away  with  the  CHA  projects,  while 
neglect  turned  them  into  hellholes.  Black 
politicians  like  Washington  serve  as  front 
men  for  racist  capitalist  rule,  posturing  as 
defenders  of  black  and  minority  rights  in 
order  to  better  enforce  the  bourgeoisie’s 
gutting  of  welfare,  jobs,  education  and 
housing. 

While  poor  families  increasingly  crowd 
into  homeless  shelters,  millions  of  square 
feet  of  office  space  that  could  provide 
housing  lie  vacant  in  the  Loop  and  sub- 
urbs. Decent  public  housing  should  be  a 
basic  right!  But  capitalism  is  an  irrational 
economic  system  based  on  the  exploita- 
tion of  millions  of  working  people  for  the 
profit  of  a tiny  minority.  As  far  as  the  cap- 
italists are  concerned,  if  there  are  no  jobs 
for  the  ghetto  masses,  there  is  no  reason 
to  house,  educate  or  feed  them.  The  con- 
ditions first  visited  on  doubly  oppressed 
black  workers  are  increasingly  the  reality 
for  more  and  more  of  the  white  working 
class. 

Today  the  ever-widening  gap  between 
the  filthy  rich  and  the  immiseraied  poor 


is  unprecedented,  while  rents  continue  to 
skyrocket.  For  a massive  public  works 
program  to  build  quality  integrated  hous- 
ing and  reconstruct  the  rotting  urban 
infrastructure!  To  provide  jobs  and  qual- 
ity housing,  education  and  health  care  for 
all  requires  the  expropriation  of  the  capi- 
talist class  through  proletarian  sociali.st 
revolution.  Writing  on  the  miserable  liv- 
ing conditions  of  workers  and  poor  in  his 
1872  work  The  Housing  Question,  com- 
munist leader  Friedrich  Engels  explained: 

"Whence  then  conies  the  housing  short- 
age? How  did  it  arise?...  It  is  a necessary 
product  of  the  bourgeois  social  order;  that 
it  cannot  fail  to  be  present  in  a society  in 
which  the  great  masses  of  the  workers  are 
exclusively  dependent  upon  wages,  that 
is  to  say.  on  the  sum  of  foodstutTs  neces- 
sary for  their  existence  and  for  the 
propagation  of  their  kind;  in  which 
improvements  of  the  existing  machinery 
continually  throw  masses  of  workers  out 
of  employment;  m which  violent  and  reg- 
ularly recurring  industrial  vacillations 
determine  on  the  one  hand  the  existence 
of  a large  reserve  army  of  unemployed 
workers,  and  on  the  other  hand  dnve  large 
masses  of  the  workers  temporarily  unem- 
ployed onto  the  streets....  In  such  a soci- 
ety the  housing  shortage  is  no  accident;  it 
is  a necessary  institution  and  it  can  be 
abolished  together  with  all  its  effects  on 
health,  etc.,  only  if  the  whole  social  order 
from  which  it  springs  is  fundamentally 
refashioned."  ■ 


Chicago  transit  workers  joined  January  2001  POC-initiated  anti-KIan  demon* 
stration  in  Gary,  Indiana. 
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Iraq... 

(continued  from  page  7 ) 

uncompromising  hostility  of  the  prole- 
tariat and  us  organuations.  always  and 
everywhere,  toward  its  own  and  every 
other  imperialist  bourgeoisie.... 

‘The  struggle  against  war  and  its  social 
source,  capitalism,  presupposes  direct, 
active,  unequivocal  support  to  the  op- 
pressed colonial  peoples  in  their  struggles 
and  wars  against  imperialism.  A ‘neutral' 
position  is  tantamount  to  support  of 
impcnalism." 

— "Resolution  on  the  Antiwar 
Congress  of  the  London 
Bureau”  (July  1936) 

For  class  struggle  at  home  against  the 
U.S.  capitalist  rulers!  Defend  Iraq  against 
imperialist  attack!  Down  with  the  UN 
starvation  blockade!  U.S.,  UN  and  all 
imperialist  forces  out  of  Afghanistan. 
Central  Asia  and  the  Near  East! 

Nuclear  Cowboys  on  the  Loose 

Launched  a.s  the  Soviet  Stalinist 
bureaucracy  was  undergoing  terminal 
degeneration,  the  1991  Gulf  War  was 
billed  as  the  "first  post-Cold  War  war.” 
Shortly  thereafter,  the  Soviet  Union,  a 
bureaucratically  degenerated  workers 
state,  was  destroyed  by  capitalist  coun- 
terrevolution. an  unparalleled  defeat  for 
the  international  proletariat  that  was 
hailed  by  the  imperialists  and  cheered  as 
well  by  liberals  and  many  self-styled 
“leftists.”  The  end  of  the  Cold  War  did 
not  usher  in  a promised  new  era  of  world 
peace.  Rather,  as  we  warned  at  the  time, 
the  absence  of  the  Soviet  Union  as  a 
counterweight  to  U.S.  imperialism  would 
lead  to  a far  more  dangerous  world.  The 
decade  following  the  Gulf  War  was 
marked  by  one  American  military  adven- 
ture after  another,  from  Panama.  Somalia 
and  Haiti  to  the  Balkans  and  Afghan- 
istan. At  the  same  time,  with  the  imperi- 
alists no  longer  united  around  an  anti- 
Soviet  consensus,  rivalries  among  the 
major  powers  have  sharply  intensified. 

Wielding  its  economic  predominance 
and.  above  all.  its  unchallenged  military 
might,  the  "world’s  only  superpower” 
asserted  its  right  to  ride  roughshod  over 
the  planet.  The  American  bourgeoisie 
has  grown  dizzy  with  success  from  a 
series  of  easy  wins.  And  the  current 
administration,  with  its  bellicose  “unilat- 
eralism,” gives  particularly  demented 
expression  to  that  imperialist  triumphal- 
ism. The  Cheney/Rumsfeld/Wolfowitz 
cabal  includes  rabid  “neo-conservative” 
Richard  Perle,  a former  Reagan  aide  and 
adviser  to  the  ultra-Zionist  Jewish  Insti- 
tute for  National  Security  Affairs.  Their 


perspective  of  “regime  change”  extends 
far  beyond  Iraq,  as  revealed  in  a recent 
think-tank  report  which  denounced  the 
Saudi  monarchy,  longtime  client  of  the 
American  oil  monopolies,  as  an  enemy 
and  urged  an  American  military  takeover. 
As  they  plot  one  military  adventure  after 
another,  these  types  act  as  if  they  truly 
believe  that  they  are  on  a mission  from 
the  god  of  their  choice. 

With  the  exception  of  Zionist  Israel 
and  a deeply  divided  Britain,  not  one  of 
America’s  allies  has  endorsed  an  inva- 
sion of  Iraq.  With  the  Near  East  already 
seething  over  the  U.S. -backed  Israeli 
slaughter  of  Palestinians  and  the  U.S. -led 
assault  on  Afghanistan,  a number  of  pro- 
Western  Arab  regimes  fear  they  could  be 
swept  away  in  the  social  turmoil  pro- 
voked by  an  American  invasion  of  Iraq. 
Turkey  has  also  refused  to  line  up  behind 
Washington,  concerned  that  if  the  Kurds 
in  Iraq  were  to  break  away  following 
Saddam  Hussein’s  downfall  this  would 
strengthen  separatist  tendencies  among 
the  deeply  oppressed  Kurdish  national 
minority  in  Turkey. 

In  Europe.  France’s  right-wing  presi- 
dent Jacques  Chirac  has  denounced  any 
American  action  taken  without  a United 
Nations  mandate,  and  polls  show  that 
three-fourths  of  the  population  oppose  a 
war  against  Iraq,  with  or  without  a UN 
mandate.  The  front  pages  of  the  French 
press,  which  in  the  aftermath  of  9/1 1 pro- 
claimed. “We  are  all  Americans.”  are  now 
filled  with  stories  of  American  complicity 
in  the  massacre  of  Afghan  war  prisoners. 
In  Germany,  Social  Democratic  (SPD) 
chancellor  Gerhard  Schroder  denounces 
an  invasion  as  an  “adventure”  and  warns 
that  Germany  will  not  contribute  a penny 
and  will  withdraw  its  elite  “bio-terror" 
unit  from  Kuwait  in  the  event  of  a war. 
Schroder’s  right-wing  challenger  Edmund 
Stoiber  also  opposes  a war  against  Iraq. 

In  Britain.  Labour  prime  minister  Tony 
Blair,  widely  reviled  as  Bush’s  "poodle," 
faces  a split  within  his  own  cabinet  over 
support  to  a U.S.  war.  If  Blair  were  forced 
to  pull  out  of  a war  against  Iraq,  this 
would  leave  the  U.S.  without  even  the 
most  threadbare  “coalition.”  The  Trades 
Union  Congress  is  expected  to  adopt  an 
antiwar  resolution  at  its  annual  confer- 
ence later  this  month,  reflecting  both 
widespread  popular  opposition  to  war  and 
a resurgence  of  labor  militancy  which 
threatens  the  government  with  a number 
of  major  strikes  in  the  coming  months. 

A demonstration  called  by  the  Stop 
the  War  Coalition  for  September  28  in 
London  is  expected  to  bring  out  the  larg- 
est numbers  in  years.  But  the  aim  of  the 
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February  1991: 
Then  Pentagon 
chief  Cheney  signs 
bomb  of  type  that 
incinerated 
hundreds  in 
Baghdad  air  raid 
shelter.  Below: 
“Highway  of  death," 
where  U.S.  air 

attacks  slaughtered 
thousands  of 
retreating  Iraqi 
soldiers. 


Der  Spiegel 


protest  organizers,  chiefly  the  reformist 
Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP).  is  to 
channel  opposition  to  U.S.  war  moves 
into  support  for  a wing  of  British  imperi- 
alism less  beholden  to  American  inter- 
ests. The  SWP  goes  so  far  as  to  lionize 
the  new  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  for 
his  antiwar  stance,  enthusing  that  his 
"appointment  is  one  more  sign  of  a new 
turn  in  British  politics”  {Socialist  Worker 
(Britain),  3 August).  The  Spartacist  League/ 
Britain  and  other  sections  of  the  Interna- 
tional Communist  League  in  Europe 
fight  to  win  militant  workers  and  antiwar 
youth  to  the  program  of  class  indepen- 
dence and  proletarian  internationalism. 

At  one  level,  the  European  (and  Japa- 
nese) imperialists  fear  that  a U.S.  occupa- 
tion of  Iraq  would  further  tighten  Amer- 
ica’s grip  on  the  Near  East  oil  spigot. 
More  broadly,  the  American  administra- 
tion is  seen  as  a gang  of  nuclear  cowboys 
who  tear  up  treaties  and  flout  established 
rules  of  international  diplomacy  and  com- 
merce with  abandon.  An  article  in  Die 
Zeit  (1  August)  by  former  SPD  chancel- 
lor Helmut  Schmidt,  the  elder  statesman 
of  German  politics,  was  headlined; 
“Never  before  was  American  foreign  pol- 
icy so  imperial.  Europe  must  live  with 
that — but  shouldn’t  subjugate  itself.”  As 
though  in  response  to  Cheney’s  ravings 
that  neocolonial  Iraq  is  out  for  "domina- 
tion of  the  entire  Middle  East.”  a UN 
Security  Council  diplomat  remarked;  "The 
issue  is  no  longer  how  threatening  is  Sad- 
dam Hussein,  but  how  dangerous  for  the 
rest  of  the  world  is  what  the  United  States 
is  planning  to  do  to  Saddam  Hussein.” 

Concerns  over  a go-it-alone  invasion 
of  Iraq  are  also  fueling  unease  within  U.S. 
ruling  circles.  What  happens  to  Iraq — 
divided  among  a ruling  Sunni  minority,  a 
Shi’ite  majority  and  a distinct  Kurdish 
population — after  Saddam  Hussein  is 
brought  down?  Despite  a relatively  sparse 
occupation  force  in  Afghanistan,  anger 
against  the  U.S.  "liberators”  there  is 
already  running  so  high  after  a series  of 
American  atrocities  that  the  country  could 
well  erupt.  And  an  occupation  of  highly 
urbanized  Iraq  would  be  fraught  with 
considerably  more  danger  for  U.S.  forces. 

Notably,  it  is  not  liberal  "doves"  who 
are  the  most  vocal  critics  of  Bush  but 
rather  leading  elements  of  the  Republican 
right,  including  Brent  Scoweroft,  national 
security  adviser  under  Bush  Sr.  and  key 
architect  of  the  1991  war.  and  (in  a more 
muted  form)  James  Baker,  secretary  of 
state  at  the  time.  In  a prominent  op-ed 
piece  in  the  Wall  Street  Journal  (15 
August).  Scoweroft  warned  that  "an 


attack  on  Iraq  at  this  time  would  seriously 
jeopardize,  if  not  destroy,  the  global 
counterterrorist  campaign  we  have  under- 
taken” and  result  in  a "very  expensive” 
occupation.  Who  pays  is  no  small  matter. 
In  1991.  the  U.S.  got  its  coalition  allies  to 
foot  80  percent  of  the  $80  billion  (in  2(X)2 
dollars)  bill.  The  next  military  adventure 
will  undoubtedly  be  at  least  as  costly,  and 
the  bill  will  come  due  in  the  midst  of  a 
spiraling  economic  downturn. 

As  for  the  Democrats,  they  have  done 
little  more  than  mumble  about  the  need 
for  Bush  to  “make  his  case”  for  war 
before  Congress,  while  focusing  their 
Congressional  campaign  efforts  on  the 
worsening  economy.  This  is  not  just  a 
matter  of  short-term  electoral  calcula- 
tions: the  Democrats  are  at  least  as  hawk- 
ish as  the  Republicans  on  Iraq  and  Israel. 
It  was  the  Clinton  administration  which 
bombed  and  starved  Iraq  for  eight  long 
years,  and  it  was  Clinton’s  UN  ambassa- 
dor. Madeleine  Albright,  who  intoned 
when  asked  what  she  thought  of  the 
death  of  half  a million  Iraqi  children  due 
to  sanctions.  'That  is  a very  hard  choice, 
but  we  think  the  price  is  worth  it. " Down 
with  the  two  imperialist  war  parties! 

For  Class  Struggle 
Against  Imperialist  War! 

War  is  a litmus  lest  for  professed 
socialists,  demarcating  revolutionary  Marx- 
ists from  every  variant  of  reformist  and 
centrist  opportunism.  From  the  start  of 
the  U.S.  military  buildup  in  the  Gulf  in 
1990.  we  fought  for  a perspective  of  pro- 
letarian opposition  to  the  imperialist  war 
machine.  In  an  article  headlined  “Break 
Blockade  of  Iraq!”  {WV  No.  509,  7 Sep- 
tember 1990).  we  declared:  “Working 
people  in  this  country  must  stand  on  the 
side  of  Iraq  against  the  warmongers  and 
union-busters  in  Washington.  And  that 
means  waging  the  class  struggle  at  home. 
We  denounced  the  “UN  tig  leaf  brigade 
of  liberals  and  leftists  who  promoted 
imperialist  economic  sanctions  as  ati 
“alternative”  to  war  and  we  declared  that 
sanctions  were  themselves  an  act  of  war 
We  called  for  military  defense  of 
against  imperialist  attack,  making  clear 
that  this  could  not  entail  any  politico* 
support  to  the  anti-working-class,  anti- 
Kurdish  regime  of  Saddam  Hussein, 
had  himself  earlier  been  a favorite  of  th< 
American  imperialists. 

Today,  rad-lib  MIT  professor  Noam 
Chomsky  tours  the  campuses  decryitt^ 
the  murderous  sanctions  imposed  on  th^ 
Iraqi  people.  But  in  1991.  Chomsky 
the  imperialists  to  use  "the  peacefa 
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Desperately  ill  children  deprived  of  medicine  due  to  U.S./UN  sanctions  that 
have  killed  over  one  million  Iraqis. 


means  prescribed  by  international  law: 
sanctions  and  diplomacy"  to  get  Iraq  out 
of  Kuwait  (Z  Magazine.  February  1991 ), 
Some  years  later.  Chomsky  opined. 
•'Occasionally,  the  population  has  com- 
pelled the  Slate  to  undertake  humanitarian 
efforts."  citing  as  a "real  example”  the 
.•protection  zone  that  the  Bush  adminis- 
tration reluctantly  extended  to  the  Kurds 
in  northern  Iraq"  following  the  1991  war 
{Boston  December  1993-January 

1994). 

Another  left-liberal  luminary.  Boston 
University  historian  and  self-described 
pacifist  Howard  Zinn.  today  writes  that 
"an  attack  on  Iraq  would  constitute  an 
attack  on  the  Charter  of  the  United 
Nations"  {Boston  Globe,  19  August).  In 
fact,  the  UN  Charter  has  been  a cover  for 
one  imperialist  slaughter  after  another, 
from  Korea  in  1950-53  to  the  continuing 
starvation  sanctions  against  Iraq.  Zinn 
then  immediately  suggests  that  a U.S.  war 
against  Iraq  might  at  some  point  be  jus- 
tified: “Let  us  suppose  that  international 
law  should  not  stand  in  the  way  when 
extraordinary  circumstances  demand  im- 
mediate violent  action.  Such  circum- 
stances would  exist  if  there  were,  in  the 
language  of  our  own  Supreme  Court,  a 
‘clear  and  present  danger*  represented  by 
the  Iraqi  regime  of  Saddam  Hussein."  So 
the  professed  “anarchist”  Chomsky 
praises  the  potential  beneficence  of  the 
imperialist  state,  and  the  pacifist  Zinn 
allows  that  imperialist  war  may  be  justi- 
fied! Even  when  sincerely  held,  the  doc- 
trine of  pacifism — i.e.,  opposition  to  the 
use  of  force  in  principle — is  an  obstacle  to 
a genuine  struggle  to  rid  the  world  of 
imperialist  militarism. 

With  left-liberals  such  as  Chomsky 
and  Zinn  echoing  the  aims  of  the  imperi- 
alists. avowing  the  need  to  punish  Sad- 
dam Hussein,  the  so-called  “socialists" 
take  on  the  garb  of  pacifism.  Thus,  at  the 
time  of  the  Gulf  War  the  reformist  Work- 
ers World  Party  (WWP)  and  Interna- 
tional Socialist  Organization  (ISO)  threw 
themselves  into  building  antiwar  coali- 


tions limited  to  nearly  identical  appeals 
to  "bring  the  U.S.  troops  home”  and  to 
shift  government  spending  from  war  to 
social  services.  The  WWP  formed  the 
“Coalition  to  Stop  U.S.  Intervention  in 
the  Middle  East"  while  the  ISO  endorsed 
the  "National  Campaign  for  Peace  in  the 
Middle  East."  The  ISO  declaimed  that 
"in  the  case  of  the  blockade  and  in  the 
event  of  an  actual  war,  we  are  on  the  side 
of  Iraq”  {Socialist  Worker,  October 
1990).  But  that  line  went  no  further  than 
the  fine  print  in  its  paper.  In  fact,  neither 
of  the  “antiwar"  coalitions  called  for 
defense  of  Iraq  against  the  American 
imperialist  behemoth,  and  the  one 
backed  by  the  ISO  explicitly  called  for 
UN  sanctions  as  an  “alternative”  to  war 
(see  "Liberal  Mask  Is  the  Real  Face — 
ISO  in  the  Antiwar  Movement,”  WV  No. 
520.  15  February  1991). 

Today,  WWP  leader  Deirdre  Griswold 
writes:  “The  only  course  away  from  dis- 
aster is  an  independent,  anti-war  fight- 
back.  It  cannot  rely  on  old  warhawks  of 
either  capitalist  party"  {Workers  World, 
29  August).  This  is  a statement  that  WWP 
can  find  no  “antiwar"  Democrats  to  suck 
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up  to,  for  now.  But  its  whole  history  is 
one  of  building  coalitions  aimed  at 
appealing  to  "progressive"  capitalist  pol- 
iticians, and  that  has  not  changed.  A flyer 
by  WWP’s  latest  antiwar  coalition. 
ANSWER,  for  an  "Emergency  Response 
Protest  in  the  event  of  war  conspicu- 
ously avoids  the  call  for  defense  of  Iraq 
and  is  limited  to  the  same  butter-not-guns 
pacifism  that  characterized  its  previous 
antiwar  fronts,  centered  around  such 
demands  as  “Money  for  jobs,  housing, 
healthcare  & education — Not  for  war!” 

WWP,  ISO  et  al.  argue  that  only  by 
limiting  the  struggle  to  the  most  minimal 
pacifist-reformist  demands  can  a move- 
ment be  built  based  on  the  broadest 
possible  unity.  What  they  mean  by  this 
is  not  the  broadest  unity  of  the  working 
class  and  its  allies  internationally  on 
the  basis  of  class  struggle,  but  class- 
collaborationist  unity  with  capitalist 
politicians.  The  call  to  end  war  and  allo- 
cate money  for  jobs  and  all  the  other 
things  that  working  people  and  minor- 
ities need  begs  the  question  of  how. 
Exploitation,  unemployment,  racism  and 
imperialist  war  are  intrinsic  to  the  capi- 
talist profit  system. 

The  only  way  to  put  an  end  to  them  is 
for  the  working  class  to  overthrow  the 
capitalist  order  through  a socialist  revo- 
lution. Al  bottotn,  the  reformists  share 
and  promote  the  lie  explicitly  pro- 
pounded by  liberals  like  Chomsky,  that 
the  existing  capitalist  state  can  act  in  the 
interests  of  the  oppressed  through  mass 
pressure.  In  doing  so.  they  serve  to  dis- 
arm and  divert  militant  workers  and  left- 
ist youth  from  the  struggle  against  the 
capitalist  system  that  breeds  war. 

Defend  Iraq! 

For  Permanent  Revolution! 

While  tailoring  its  politics  to  "progres- 
sive" Democrats  in  the  U.S..  Workers 
World  simultaneously  promotes  the  “anli- 
imperialisl”  credentials  of  Third  World 
nationalist  regimes,  including  Saddam 
Hussein’s  Iraq.  Thus  Griswold  lauds 


"the  continued  defiance  by  the  Iraqi  lead- 
ership of  U.S.  efforts  to  roll  back  their 
independence,  won  in  1958  by  an  anti- 
colonial revolution,  and  bring  their  coun- 
try under  the  total  domination  of  U.S.  oil 
companies.” 

Taking  a diametrically  opposed  tack  is 
the  Progressive  Labor  Party  (PL),  which 
equates  imperialist  and  neocolonial  slates 
because  they  are  all  capitalist,  a notion 
shared  by  .some  left-wing  anarchist  youth. 
This  ultra-"revolutionary"  posture  is  a 
cover  for  crass  capitulation  to  U.S.  impe- 
rialism. preaching  neutrality  in  wars 
between  the  imperialist  oppressors  and 
those  they  oppress.  Thus,  as  the  U.S.  and 
its  imperialist  allies  were  terror-bombing 
backward  Afghanistan.  PL  declared  in  an 
8 October  2001  statement:  "When  bosses 
fight  among  themselves,  workers  must 
never  choose  sides  among  them."  Con- 
trast this  with  what  Bolshevik  leader  V.  I. 
Lenin  wrote  in  Socialism  and  lV«3r  ( 1915); 
“If  tomorrow.  Morocco  were  to  declare 
war  on  France,  or  India  on  Britain,  or  Per- 
sia or  China  on  Russia,  and  so  on.  these 
would  be  ‘just.’  ‘defensive*  wars,  irre- 
spective of  who  would  be  the  first  to 


attack;  any  socialist  would  wish  the 
oppressed,  dependent  and  unequal  states 
victory  over  the  oppressor,  slave-holding 
and  predatory  ‘Great’  Powers.” 

It  is  instructive  to  look  at  the  attitude 
of  Trotsky’s  Fourth  International  to  the 
Sino-Japanese  War  in  the  late  1930s. 
When  Japanese  imperialism  invaded 
semicolonial  China  in  1937.  the  Trotsky- 
ists advanced  a policy  of  revolutionary 
defensism  toward  China,  then  under  the 
rule  of  Guomindang  butcher  Chiang  Kai- 
shek.  hangman  of  the  1925-27  Chinese 
Revolution.  In  a resolution  titled  "The 
War  in  the  Far  East  and  the  Revolution- 
ary Perspectives"  adopted  at  its  1938 
founding  conference,  the  Fourth  Interna- 
tional declared: 

“The  defeat  of  Japanese  imperialism  will 
not  only  open  roads  to  the  revolution  in 
China  and  Japan  but  will  encourage  fresh 
waves  of  revolt  in  all  the  colonies  of  the 
impenalist  powers....  Revolutionary  sup- 
port for  China’s  struggle  does  not.  how- 
ever. mean  that  revolutionists  must  fur- 
nish cover  for  the  bankrupt  Kuomintang 
regime  and  the  Chinese  bourgeoisie.. .. 
China's  national  liberation,  and  the  eman- 
cipation of  the  Chinese  masses  from  all 
exploitation,  can  be  achieved  only  by  the 
Chinese  masses  themselves,  in  alliance 
with  the  proletariat  and  oppressed  peo- 
ples of  all  the  world." 

Likewise  today,  the  mobilization  of  the 
Iraqi  masses  in  struggle  against  an  impe- 
rialist assault  must  be  combined  with  the 
struggle  to  overthrow  the  bloody  regime 
of  Saddam  Hussein.  In  the  1950s.  Iraq 
had  a powerful  proletarian  movement 
under  the  leadership  of  the  Communist 
Party  (ICP).  The  overthrow  of  the  British- 
backed  monarchy  by  a military  coup  in 
1958  opened  up  a revolutionary  situation 
in  which  the  proletariat  could  have  seized 
power  had  the  Stalinist  ICP  leadership 
not  subordinated  the  struggle  to  the 
nationalists.  This  betrayal  paved  the  way 
for  a bloodbath  of  workers.  Kurds  and 
Communists  by  the  bourgeois-nationalist 
Ba’ath  Party,  in  which  Saddam  Hussein 
was  then  a rising  star,  with  the  CIA  pro- 
viding lists  of  those  to  be  murdered.  This 
is  what  Workers  World  describes  as  an 
"anti-colonial  revolution.” 

From  the  Chinese  Revolution  of  1925- 
27  to  the  Iraqi  Revolution  of  1958,  the 
Stalinist  program  of  “two-stage  revolu- 
tion.” subordinating  the  proletariat  to  a 
supposedly  "anti-imperialist"  national 
bourgeoisie,  has  meant  bloody  defeat  for 


the  workers.  From  Egypt  to  Iraq  and 
Iran,  bourgeois-nationalist  regimes  act  as 
local  enforcers  of  imperialist  subjugation 
and  backwardness.  Despite  formal  inde- 
pendence. the  semicolonial  bourgeoisies 
of  the  Near  East  remain  dependent  on 
the  imperialists  and  fearful  of  any  chal- 
lenge to  their  class  rule  by  the  proletariat 
and  the  oppressed. 

It  is  necessary  to  forge  Trotskyist  par- 
ties based  on  the  perspective  of  perma- 
nent revolution:  the  chains  of  imperialist 
subjugation  can  only  be  broken  through  a 
workers  revolution  that  shatters  bourgeois 
rule  as  part  of  the  struggle  for  worldwide 
socialist  revolution,  especially  in  the 
imperialist  citadels.  Only  within  a social- 
ist federation  of  the  Near  East  can  the 
national  rights  of  all  the  many  peoples  of 
the  region  be  achieved,  from  the  Palestin- 
ians to  the  Kurdish  population,  which  is 
divided  among  Iraq.  Iran.  Syria  and 
Turkey. 

To  a man.  the  reformists  and  cen- 
trists promote  the  liberal  lie  that  impe- 
rialism is  just  a policy  which  can 
be  changed  through  pressuring  the  capi- 
talist state.  But  as  Lenin  stressed  in 
polemicizing  against  similar  views  ad- 
vanced by  German  Social  Democrat  Karl 
Kautsky,  imperialism  is  the  "highest 
stage  of  capitalism.”  marked  by  the  con- 
centration and  domination  of  finance 
capital,  the  pre-eminence  of  the  export 
of  capital  and  competition  among  the 
advanced  capitalist  countries  to  control 
markets  and  spheres  of  exploitation.  War 
is  a necessary  product  of  the  capitalist 
system. 

The  International  Communist  League 
adheres  to  Lenin’s  injunction  in  Socialism 
and  War  that  revolutionaries  “not  deceive 
the  people  with  admitting  the  idea  that  a 
peace  without  annexations,  without 
oppression  of  nations,  without  plunder, 
and  without  the  embryo  of  new  wars 
among  the  present  governments  and  rul- 
ing classes,  is  possible  in  the  absence  of 
a revolutionary  movement.”  We  fight  for 
socialist  revolution  in  the  U.S.  and  inter- 
nationally as  the  only  way  to  put  an  end 
to  war  and  imperialist  oppression.  This 
requires  building  revolutionary  working- 
class  parties  like  Lenin’s  Bolsheviks,  in 
the  U.S.  and  around  the  world,  as  part  of 
reforging  Trotsky’s  Fourth  International, 
world  party  of  socialist  revolution.  ■ 
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Defend  Immigrants! 

A.if!,?''  “"'“ns! 

Witt  th  Ant-inimijrjnt  Wrtfiik^f  i ' 


{Boston  Globe,  12  August). 

Indeed.  ILWU  spokesman  Steve  Stal- 
lone pointed  out  that  "we  loaded  military 
cargo  even  during  the  1971  strike,  when 
the  Vietnam  War  was  on"  (Lloyd's  Lisi,  8 
August).  Under  founding  leader  Harry 
Bridges  the  ILWU  did  so  even  though, 
on  paper,  the  ILWU  called  for  the  imme- 
diate withdrawal  of  U.S.  troops  from 
Vietnam,  and  even  at  the  height  of  con- 
vulsive domestic  opposition  to  the  war. 
They  thereby  not  only  undercut  the  long- 
shoremen's own  strike  but  kept  the 
weapons  flowing  to  bomb  and  kill  insur- 
gent Vietnamese  workers  and  peasants 
fighting  the  U.S.  imperialist  colossus. 

Isaac  Deutscher.  a veteran  Marxist 
intellectual,  commented  at  an  earlier 
point  in  the  Vietnam  War  that  one  dock 
workers  strike  would  have  been  worth  a 
thousand  peace  marches.  Providing  a 
taste  of  such  labor  power.  Australian  sea- 
men struck  against  renewed  bombing  of 
Vietnam  in  January  1973.  Likewise,  at 
Japan's  Sasebo  port  late  last  year,  the  All 
Japan  Dockworkers  Union  refused  to 
load  armaments  and  military  supplies 
onto  Japanese  warships  headed  to  assist 
the  U.S. -led  war  of  terror  on  Afghanistan. 

On  August  23  in  Stockton.  California. 
ILWU  Local  10  and  the  ANSWER 
coalition,  a group  backed  by  the  refor- 
mist Workers  World  Party  (WWP),  co- 
sponsored a rally  against  Bush,  de- 
manding "No  New  War  Against  Iraq! 
Government  Hands  Off  the  ILWU!" 
Speaking  at  the  rally.  Local  10  president 
Richard  Mead  quoted  Bridges’  statement. 
"War  makes  rich  people  rich  and  working 
people  dead."  But  these  are  cynical  empty 
words,  as  the  ILWU  tops  have  sworn  in 
advance  that  they  will  continue  to  load 
military  shipments  in  the  event  of  a .'.trike. 

The  23  August  Socialist  Worker. 
newspaper  of  the  International  Socialist 
Organization  (ISO),  correctly  stated  that 
the  slogan  "Fight  terrorism,  not  workers” 
raised  by  the  longshore  union  tops  on 
August  12  "plays  right  into  the  Bush 
administration’s  hands — the  government 
is  justifying  its  threat  to  intervene  pre- 
cisely on  the  basis  of  a “national  emer- 
gency’." But  in  its  reports  on  the  August 
12  rallies.  Socialist  Worker  says  not  a 
word  about  the  parade  of  Democratic 
Party  politicians.  Nor  have  they  or  the 
WWP‘s  Workers  World  made  any  men- 
tion of  the  ILWU  tops'  promises  to  load 
military  cargo  in  the  event  of  a strike. 
Refusing  to  challenge  the  allegiance  of 
organized  labor  to  the  Democrats,  these 
reformists  reinforce  the  ties  between  ihc 
working  class  and  the  "liberal"  party  of 
American  capitalism. 

It  is  a widespread  sentiment  among 
many  working  people  that  the  Democrats 
are  a "lesser  evil.”  and  that  while  building 
a workers  party  might  be  a good  idea, 
its  time  ha.s  not  come.  But  the  whole  rea- 
son for  the  labor  tops’  alliance  with  the 
Democrats  is  to  prevent  that  time  from 
ever  coming.  The  struggle  for  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  unions  from  the  capital- 
ist state  requires  a political  expression-" 
a workers  parly  that  gives  conscious 
leadership  to  the  struggles  of  the  workers 
and  the  oppressed  and  wins  them  to  the 
fight  for  a workers  government  to  expro- 
priate the  capitalists.  Those  who  labor 
must  rulelH 
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(continued  from  page  16) 


Council  for  Latin  American  Advance- 
ment pul  it  at  the  Oakland  rally,  the  gov- 
ernment is  “'trying  to  break  the  ILWU 
and  use  9-11  as  an  excuse.  If  they  do  it 
to  these  guys,  they’ll  do  it  to  us." 

This  understanding  has  brought  the 
ILWU  support  from  many  other  unions, 
including  a pledge  of  support  from  the 
recent  annual  congress  of  the  Interna- 
tional Transport  Workers  Federation 
Dockers  Section  representing  4()0.(M)0 
port  workers  internationally,  whose  soli- 
darity is  key  to  the  ILWU’s  defense.  If 
the  White  House  uses  the  military  or 
other  means  to  break  an  ILWU  strike, 
longshoremen  and  other  maritime  work- 
ers throughout  the  world  should  refuse  to 
handle  American  cargo,  including  mili- 
tary shipments.  International  port  work- 
ers solidarity  was  crucial  in  the  success- 
ful defense  campaign  for  the  Charleston 
Five.  International  Longshoremen’s  Asso- 
ciation members  who  were  threatened 
with  jail  sentences  for  defending  their 
union  in  a South  Carolina  waterfront  bat- 
tle in  2000. 

With  the  economy  slumping  and  with 
an  aggressively  hostile  government,  the 
longshoremen  are  indeed  in  a tough  posi- 
tion. Nevertheless,  the  concentration  and 
centralization  of  shipping  gives  dock 
workers  enormous  potential  social  power. 
Since  West  Coast  ports  handle  over  50 
percent  of  all  waterborne  imports  to  the 
U.S.,  the  Los  Angeles  Business  Journal 
(27  May)  worries  that  a ten-day  work 
stoppage  by  the  ILWU  “would  create  a 
$19.4  billion  loss  to  the  national  econ- 
omy." Especially  amid  the  current  wave 
of  corporate  scandals,  in  which  the  Bush 
gang  Is  directly  implicated,  any  move  to 
use  the  military  to  break  the  ILWU  could 
very  well  trigger  a popular  backlash  in 
support  of  the  union.  The  need  would  be 
posed  to  mobilize  the  entire  labor  move- 
ment in  defense  of  the  longshoremen. 

But  this  requires  a fight  against  the 
policies  of  the  labor  misleadership  that 
has  pledged  loyalty  to  the  government's 
“war  on  terror"  at  home  and  abroad  that 
serves  as  the  pretext  for  the  capitalists’ 
attack  on  the  ILWU.  Indeed,  an  official 
ILWU  placard  raised  at  the  August  12 
coastwide  rallies  read.  "Fight  Terrorism, 
not  American  Workers.”  The  immense 
power  of  organized  labor  can  only  be 
brought  effectively  to  bear  when  mobi- 
lized in  complete  independence  from  the 
capitalist  state  and  from  the  capitalist 
Democratic  and  Republican  parties.  In- 
stead. the  official  leaders  of  the  ILWU 
are  doing  the  exact  opposite  by  promis- 
ing to  load  military  cargo  even  in  the 
event  of  a strike  and  by  signing  on  as 
guardians  of  "national  security”  in  the 
ports.  As  the  Pentagon  war  machine 
gears  up  for  the  mass  slaughter  of  the 
Iraqi  people,  the  labor  bureaucracy  sees 
the  U.S.  rulers’  export  of  terror  as  some- 
thing on  the  order  of  a "public  service.” 

The  ILWU  has  a longstanding  policy 
of  moving  military  goods  during  strikes. 
At  the  Oakland  rally,  Spinosa  declared 


that  especially  since  the  September  11 
attacks,  the  union  was  "not  against  the 
men  and  women  who  serve  this  coun- 
try.... We'll  give  them  the  support  they 
need.”  In  fact,  the  military  is  not  there  to 
serve  "the  country"  but  to  defend  the 
profits  of  the  filthy  rich  U.S.  capitalist 
class  and  its  drive  to  maintain  global 
dominance,  using  working-class  youth 
recruited  to  fight  as  cannon  fodder. 

Embracing  the  chauvinist  flag-waving 
of  the  U.S.  ruling  class  cuts  directly 
against  international  workers  solidarity 
and  especially  sabotages  the  fight  to 
organize  immigrant  workers  in  the  U.S. 
Workers  Vanguard  salesmen  were  told 
that  the  “Fight  Terrorism,  not  American 
Workers”  sign  was  provocatively  posted 
on  August  1 3 at  the  APL  terminal  in  Oak- 
land. where  low-paid,  non-union  port 
truckers — many  of  whom  are  Latino, 
Arab  and  Asian  immigrants — line  up  to 
load  and  unload  containers.  Last  year,  in 
the  midst  of  the  post-9/1 1 anti-immigrant 
witchhunt,  the  ILWU  International  re- 
sponded to  the  racist,  anti-union  Mari- 
time Security  Act  then  pending  in  Con- 
gress by  pointing  to  the  port  truckers  as  a 
"national  security”  issue.  Thus  Spinosa  & 
Co.  are  directly  aiding  the  capitalists 
who  use  jingoistic  anti-immigrant  rac- 
ism to  divide  the  workers  along  ethnic 


UPI 

During  1971  strike,  longshoremen  were  ordered  to  load  military  cargo  for 
U.S.  war  against  Vietnamese  by  ILWU  “progressive”  Harry  Bridges. 


the  Long  Beach  rally,  an  aide  to  Demo- 
cratic Congressman  Grace  Napolitano 
condemned  “what  Ronald  Reagan  did  to 
the  air  traffic  controllers”  in  destroying 
the  PATCO  union  in  1981.  But  Reagan’s 
attack  on  PATCO — following  a blueprint 
drawn  up  by  Democrat  Jimmy  Carter — 
could  have  been  defeated  if  the  Machin- 
ists, Teamsters  and  pilots  unions  had  shut 
down  the  airports,  a demand  for  which 
there  was  enormous  support  among  the 
ranks  of  labor.  Instead,  the  AFL-CIO  mis- 
leaders  hid  their  refusal  to  fight  behind 
impotent  rallies  and  consumer  boycotts. 

Bush’s  plans  to  break  an  ILWU  strike 
are  directly  related  to  his  plans  to  invade 
Iraq.  The  Defense  Department  has 
awarded  a contract  to  Maersk  Sealand. 
which  just  opened  a new  terminal,  the 
largest  in  the  world,  in  the  Port  of  Los 
Angeles.  According  to  the  New  York 
Times  (19  August).  Maersk — an  anti- 
union hardliner  in  the  PMA— is  to  oper- 
ate eight  cargo  ships  for  carrying  ammu- 
nition and  tanks,  to  be  positioned  near 
the  U.S.  military  staging  point  at  Diego 
Garcia  island  in  the  Indian  Ocean, 

Democrats  in  Congress  have  largely 
been  either  silent  on  Iraq  or  hawkish.  To 
the  extent  that  some  Democrats  have 
argued  against  government  intervention 
against  the  ILWU,  they  have  emphasized 
that  the  union  has  not  and  will  not 
obstruct  the  imperialist  war  machine. 
Thus  in  a letter  encouraging  Bush  not 
to  intervene  in  the  current  negotiations, 
eight  U.S.  Senators,  including  Democrat 
Edward  Kennedy,  stated  that  the  ILWU 
and  PMA  "have  an  outstanding  record 
of  providing  efficient  operations  at  our 
West  Coast  ports — especially  in  times 
of  war.  emergency,  and  national  crisis" 


ILWU  rally  at 
L.A.  port, 
August  15. 

Union  tops  push 
government's 
“war  on  terror,” 
pretext  for 
imperialist  war 
and  attacks 
on  immigrants, 
labor. 


leader  Tom  Daschle  in  Portland  to  Mayor 
Jerry  Brown  in  Oakland,  who  claimed  to 
be  "friends  of  labor."  The  labor  bureauc- 
racy seeks  to  deflect  government  attacks 
by  appealing  to  such  “friends  in  high 
places.”  as  Local  10  secretary-treasurer 
Clarence  Thomas  put  it  at  the  Oakland 
rally. 

The  "high  places"  of  the  capitalist  state 
will  only  be  used  against  the  workers.  At 


and  national  lines.  We  say;  Full  citizen- 
ship rights  for  all  immigrants!  Labor 
must  organize  immigrant  workers! 

The  power  of  the  working  class  is 
shackled  by  the  AFL-CIO  bureaucracy, 
which  regards  production  for  profit — the 
foundation  of  the  capitalist  economic  sys- 
tem— as  sacrosanct.  But  that  system  is 
predicated  on  the  exploitation  of  labor, 
and  driven  toward  war  in  competition 
over  spheres  of  trade  and  exploitation. 
While  the  Republicans  flaunt  their  ties  to 
big  business,  the  Democrats  are  the  "soft 
cops”  of  American  capitalism.  At  the 
August  12  rallies,  union  officials  paraded 
across  the  platform  a range  of  Democratic 
Party  politicians,  from  Senate  majority 
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Larry  Her^drickson 

Local  100  president  Roger  Toussaint  with 
Democratic  Senator  Hillary  Clinton,  who  sup- 
ported use  of  Taylor  Law  to  prevent  December 
1999  transit  strike.  Right:  November  1999  rally 
showed  ranks’  determination  to  fight. 
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NYC  Transit... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

for  all  contracts  and  full  parity  in  wages 
and  benefits  at  the  highest  levels!  Labor 
must  smash  the  Taylor  Imw! 

For  Trade  Union  Independence 
from  the  Capitalist  State! 

Behind  Toussaint’s  lawsuit  is  a sellout, 
and  behind  the  sellout  is  a strike  that 
^ould  have  been  fought  through  to  vic- 
tory as  the  opening  battle  of  the  TWU’s 
much  larger  contract  fjght  against  the 
MTA  this  December.  Bloomberg  cyni- 
cally claimed  that  the  strike  was  a “pri- 
vate dispute"  between  the  unions  and  the 
struck  companies,  but  in  fact  it  was  a 
strike  against  the  city  as  well  since  the 
city  franchises  the  routes  to  seven  private 
companies  and  subsidizes  them  to  the 
tune  of  $100  million  a year.  Bloomberg 
declared  a “state  of  emergency”  one 
week  before  the  strike  began,  and  hun- 
dreds of  “dollar  vans"  were  given  per- 
mits to  act  as  scabs  along  struck  routes. 

The  TWU  must  fight  to  organize  the 
“dollar  van"  drivers,  most  of  whom  are 
immigrants.  This  is  all  the  more  critical 
now  in  the  face  of  the  post-September  I ! 
anti-immigrant  witchhunt  carried  out  by 
the  ruling  class,  which  is  a deadly  threat 
to  the  labor  movement  as  a whole.  But 
the  Local  l(X)  leadership  promotes  the 
bo.sses*  "national  unity”  campaign,  which 
fuels  anti-immigrant  and  anti-labor  re- 
pression. The  TWU  tops  used  a mass 
transit  workers  rally  for  health  benefits 
in  April  to  promote  red-white-and-blue 
patriotism,  kicking  things  off  by  singing 
the  national  anthem.  The  TWU  tops  have 
competed  with  the  transit  bosses  in  hand- 
ing out  T-shirts,  hats  and  buttons  embla- 
zoned with  the  American  flag. 

The  biggest  factor  weakening  the  bus 
strike's  impact  was  that  other  lines  (pub- 
lic and  private)  were  working  streets 
parallel  to  struck  routes.  TWU  officials 
vowed  to  prevent  scabbing  by  their  own 
members  working  for  the  MTA  and  raised 
money  and  food  for  strike  assistance,  but 
that’s  as  far  as  their  “solidarity”  would 
go.  Instead  of  mobilizing  transit  workers 
in  solidarity  with  the  Queens  strikers, 
union  officials  ran  the  contract  fight  and 
strike  as  a Democratic  Party  lobbying 
effort,  never  even  calling  a single  union- 
wide rally.  This  was  right  in  line  with 
Toussaint’s  stated  aim  of  “establishing 
Local  lOO’s  political  machine.”  trading 
votes  for  crumbs  and  empty  promises 
from  capitalist  politicians.  TWU  officials 
turned  every  large  meeting  of  private 
lines  workers  into  a parade  of  Demo- 


cratic Party  politicians  and  hailed  the 
“support”  the  union  was  receiving  from 
U.S.  Senators  Hillary  Clinton  and  Charles 
Schumer.  Transit  workers  should  remem- 
ber that  these  “friends  of  labor"  support 
the  strikebreaking  Taylor  Law  and  backed 
the  court  injunctions  that  threatened  mas- 
sive fines  and  imprisonment  and  were 
wielded  to  crush  the  threat  of  a strike 
in  December  1999.  In  a stark  display  of 
ruling-class  unity.  Republican  mayor 
Giuliani  and  Democratic  state  attorney 
general  Spitzer  collaborated  to  level  the 
anti-strike  injunctions  against  the  TWU. 

In  the  lead-up  to  the  2002  contract  expi- 
ration, Mayor  Bloomberg  is  pleading 
"poverty"  as  Wall  Street  continues  its 
plunge.  Particularly  with  the  invoking  of 
“national  unity”  following  September  1 1. 
the  government  will  once  again  hold  the 
sword  of  the  Taylor  Law  over  the  TWU. 
But  this  union  has  enormous  potential 
power,  if  unified  and  mobilized  in  alliance 
with  the  rest  of  New  York  City  labor. 

Since  Toussaint  took  power  last  year, 
many  transit  workers  have  told  Work- 
ers Vanguard  salesmen,  “We'll  see  what 
Toussaint  does  when  our  contract  with 
the  MTA  comes  up  in  December.”  The 
handling  of  the  private  lines  strike  is  a 
small  taste  of  the  kind  of  "leadership” 
the  workers  can  expect  from  both  Tous- 
saint and  the  “old  guard”  wing  of  the 
bureaucracy.  Tipping  his  hand  to  the 
bosses  months  in  advance,  Toussaint 
declared  in  Newsday  (25  August),  “We 
will  do  everything  within  our  power  to 
avoid”  a strike. 

What  transit  workers  need  is  a class- 
struggle  leadership  that  fights  for  the 
complete  and  unconditional  indepen- 
dence of  the  union  from  the  capitalist 
state  and  its  politicians.  Such  a leader- 
ship must  be  forged  based  on  the  under- 
standing that  the  interests  of  capital  and 


labor  are  irreconclably  counterposed, 
and  that  the  enormous  social  power  of 
New  York  City’s  transit  workers  must  be 
mobilized  on  behalf  of  all  working  peo- 
ple and  the  oppressed.  This  is  integrally 
linked  to  the  struggle  to  break  the  politi- 
cal chains  forged  by  the  trade-union  tops 


South  Africa... 

(continued  from  page  16) 

crackdown  on  any  and  all  forms  of 
protest  is  designed  to  intimidate  all  fight- 
ers for  the  oppressed  and  anyone  who 
defies  the  ANC  government. 

Defying  the  threat  of  government 
repression,  protesters  against  the  WSSD 
voiced  their  intense  hostility  toward  the 
Mbeki  government.  Some  chanted,  "Stop 
Thabo  Mbeki’s  AIDS  genocide!"  Others 
demanded;  “No  privatisation!  No  evic- 
tions! No  cut-offs!  No  removals!  No 
repression!”  As  the  New  York  Times  (1 
September)  reported.  “Some  of  the  bitter- 
est attacks”  were  directed  at  Mbeki.  “who 
was  criticized  for  not  tending  to  the  needs 
of  the  poor."  Self-styled  leftist  groups  like 
Keep  Left!  (aligned  with  the  British 
Socialist  Workers  Party)  and  the  Demo- 
cratic Socialist  Movement  (aligned  with 
Peter  Taaffe's  Socialist  Party  in  Britain), 
which  in  the  past  were  staunch  supporters 
of  the  ANC  government,  have  been  com- 
pelled to  adopt  a more  denunciatory  atti- 
tude toward  the  increasingly  unpopular 
Mbeki  regime. 

At  a WSSD  march  organised  by  the 
Anti-Privatisation  Forum,  which  includes 
the  Democratic  Socialist  Movement  and 
Keep  Left!,  banners  proclaimed:  “Amer- 
ica Breeds  Misery!  Power  to  the  Peo- 
ple!" and  “America  Gives  More  Aid  to 
Israel  than  All  of  Africa!”  That  America 


to  the  capitalist  Democratic  Party  and  to 
build  a workers  party  committed  to  the 
fight  for  a workers  government.  When 
the  working  people  rule,  transport  and 
industry  will  be  ripped  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  greedy  capitalists  and  put  in  the 
service  of  society  as  a whole.* 


breeds  misery  is  obviously  true.  But  it 
is  also  important  to  recognize  that  the 
ANC  government  is  a junior  partner  of 
American  imperialism  just  as  the  former 
white-supremacist  regime  was.  In  fact, 
having  a black  bourgeois-nationalist 
regime  at  the  helm  in  Pretoria  has  facili- 
tated the  expansion  of  Anglo  American 
and  the  other  white-owned  South  African 
capitalist  monopolies  throughout  much 
of  Africa. 

We  communists  in  Spartacist  South 
Africa  stand  in  fundamental  opposition  to 
various  appeals  to  the  ANC  regime  to 
help  clean  up  the  practices  of  global  cap- 
italism as  represented  by  the  World  Trade 
Organisation,  the  International  Monetary 
Fund  and  the  World  Bank.  We  oppose  as 
well  looking  to  the  UN.  an  international 
den  of  imperialist  thieves  and  their  vic- 
tims. Appeals  to  the  capitalist  masters 
to  somehow  become  responsible  and 
humane  are  reactionary  because  they  fos- 
ter deadly  illusions  that  the  dictatorship 
of  the  bourgeoisie  and  its  “democratic" 
trappings  can  be  made  to  act  as  an  agent 
for  social  change  in  the  interests  of  work- 
ers and  the  oppressed. 

The  South  African  working  class  and 
all  of  the  black,  coloured  (mixed-race) 
and  Indian  toilers  need  revolutionary 
leadership  that  is  independent  of  the 
bosses'  parties  to  fight  for  a socialist 
future  where  the  police-state  repression 
of  the  ANC-Ied  regime  and  its  predeces- 
sors will  be  a dim  and  distant  memory.* 
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Break  with  the  Democrats — For  Independent  Labor  Action! 


Bush  Steps  Up  Threats  Against  ILWU 


Labor  Must  Defend  West  Coast  Longshoremen 
Against  Government  Union-Busting! 


Charles  Slay 


More  than  1,000  turned  out  for  August  12  Oakland  rally  to  protest 
government  strikebreaking  threat  against  the  ILWU. 


OAKLAND.  September  1 — As  the  U.S. 
military  machine  gears  up  to  invade  Iraq 
under  the  pretext  of  fighting  terrorism, 
the  Navy  has  menacingly  sent  its  own 
crane  operators  to  San  Diego  to  keep 
West  Coast  ports  running  in  the  event  of 
a strike  or  lockout  of  the  International 
Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union  (ILWU). 
In  a 29  August  statement,  the  ILWU 
revealed  that  "an  attorney  with  the 
Administration  has  told  the  ILWU  that 
Navy  crane  operators  from  its  bases 
throughout  the  world  have  been  sent  to 
San  Diego  and  are  ready  to  move  into  the 
ports  to  lock  out  ILWU  members  on  short 
notice."  Today,  with  contract  talks  at  an 
impasse,  the  union  walked  out  of  negoti- 
ations after  having  extended  the  contract 
for  two  months.  The  employers’  Pacific 
Maritime  Association  (PMA)  is  bracing 
for  slowdowns,  having  already  threatened 
to  meet  any  slowdown  with  a lockout. 

“The  ’war  on  terrorism’  Is  aimed  straight 


at  the  heart  of  the  working  class"  the 
Partisan  Defen.se  Committee  and  Bay 
Area  Labor  Black  League  pointed  out 
in  the  call  for  the  February  9 united- 
front  labor-centered  demonstration  in 
Oakland  against  the  Bush  administra- 
tion’s repressive  "anti-terror”  laws  and  in 
defense  of  immigrant  rights.  The  call  con- 
tinued, "Opposition  to  the  war  on  labor, 
blacks  and  immigrants  at  home  means 
opposition  to  the  wars  of  American  capi- 
talism abroad."  This  truth  has  been 
brought  home  by  the  government’s  grow- 
ing threats  against  the  ILWU. 

Well  before  the  contract  expired  on 
July  1,  ILWU  International  president 
James  Spinosa  received  a phone  call  from 
"Homeland  Security"  head  Tom  Ridge 
warning  that  a strike  could  “threaten 
national  security.”  Since  then,  the  Bush 
administration  has  talked  about  invoking 
a Taft-Hartley  anti-strike  injunction,  dis- 
solving the  union’s  coastwide  bargaining 


unit  so  that  employers  could  use  one  port 
to  scab  on  another  during  a strike,  and 
calling  out  the  military. 

This  outright  government  union- 
busting  campaign  is  intended  to  intimi- 
date the  entire  labor  movement.  Thou- 


sands of  West  Coast  longshoremen  and 
other  unionists  rallied  from  Seattle  to 
Long  Beach  on  August  12,  demanding: 
"Bush,  butt  out!”  As  the  president  of  the 
Alameda  County  Chapter  of  the  Labor 
continued  on  page  14 


Johannesburg,  August  31:  Demonstrators  outside  UN  “Development  Summit"  of  imperialist  exploiters  and  their  neocolonial  victims. 


The  following  report  was  written  for 
Workers  Vanguard  by  our  comrades  of 
Spartacist  South  Africa,  section  of  the 
International  Communist  League. 

* * * 

In  the  shadows  of  the  United  Nation’s 
World  Summit  on  Sustainable  Develop- 
ment (WSSD),  which  ended  on  September 
4.  the  South  African  government  of  Thabo 
Mbeki  has  effectively  declared  what  dem- 
onstrators called  a "low-intensity  state  of 
emergency”  against  the  working  class, 
poor  and  particularly  the  Landless  Peoples 
Movement.  As  the  summit  opened  in  the 
posh  suburb  of  Sandton,  the  state  moved 
to  silence  opposition  to  yet  another  impe- 
rialist circus  whose  purpose  was  to  peddle 
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the  lie  that  capitalist  "development”  is  pos- 
sible in  the  "global  South." 

The  regime  led  by  the  African  National 
Congress  (ANC)  is  using  racist  apartheid- 
era  measures  to  stamp  out  any  protest 
deemed  "illegal.”  In  the  weeks  leading  up 
to  the  WSSD.  the  South  African  govern- 
ment carried  out  a series  of  arrests,  deten- 
tions and  police  raids  aimed  at  intimi- 
dating opponents  of  government  policy. 
These  attacks  coincide  with  a revamp- 
ing of  a draft  “anti-terrorism"  bill,  which 
is  an  expansion  of  the  old  Internal  Secur- 
ity Act  of  the  former  white-supremacist 
regime.  The  new  measures  of  state  re- 
pression go  hand  in  hand  with  Mbeki  & 
Co.’s  aim  of  running  point  for  world 
imperialism  throughout  black  Africa. 


The  bourgeois-nationalist  ANC  govern- 
ment. supported  by  the  reformist  South 
African  Communist  Party  and  the  trade- 
union  bureaucracy  of  COSATU.  is  seek- 
ing to  create  an  "investor-friendly”  envi- 
ronment for  world  capitalism. 

On  August  21.  some  3,000  marchers 
gathered  outside  the  offices  of  the  provin- 
cial Gauteng  government  in  Johannes- 
burg, demanding  an  end  to  forced  remov- 
als of  squatters  in  “informal  settlements." 
Dozens  were  arrested,  mostly  members 
of  the  Gauteng  Landless  Peoples  Move- 
ment (LPM).  One  LPM  member  who  was 
arrested  told  a Spartacist  South  Africa 
salesman:  "We  were  beaten  up.  including 
a disabled  woman  and  a woman  who  was 
two  months’  pregnant  who  suffered  a 


miscarriage  in  prison.  They  went  to  the 
extent  of  refusing  her  visits  from  her  fam- 
ily." She  added;  “This  government,  when 
they  wanted  votes,  were  very  patient,  tell- 
ing us  how  to  use  the  ballot  papers  and 
how  to  vote.  After  that,  there  was  no  one 
who  came  back  to  look  at  how  we  live.’’ 
Ann  Evereth,  U.S.  media  adviser  to  the 
National  Land  Committee,  arrived  sepa- 
rately and  was  thrown  into  jail  and  threat- 
ened with  deportation. 

Spartacist  South  Africa  comrades  have 
demanded.  "Hands  off  the  Landless  Peo- 
ples Movement!  Drop  all  the  charges!” 
We  defend  all  WSSD  protesters  fac- 
ing police  repression  and  harassment 
from  the  ANC-led  capitalist  state.  The 
continued  on  page  15 
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Lining  up  for  iheir  pholo-ops.  one 
{bourgeois  politician  after  another  sought 
• to  commemorate  the  9/1 1 anniversary  by 
Ipushing  flag-waving  chauvinism  and  pro- 
moting "united  we  stand"  patriotism.  But 
' behind  all  the  unity  talk  lie  the  real  class 
^divisions  that  separate  the  working  peo- 
ple in  this  country  from  their  exploit- 
ers. The  Bush  administration  and  the 
U.S.  imperialist  ruling  class  seized  on  the 
September  1 1 attacks  to  launch  an  end- 
less "war  on  terror”  to  further  U.S.  impe- 
rialism’s reach  over  the  globe.  First  In 
the  cross-hairs  was  already  devastated 
Afghanistan.  Now,  having  failed  to  cap- 
ture the  leadership  of  A1  Qaeda,  the  Bush 
team  is  setting  its  sights  on  Iraq  as  a tar- 
get of  opportunity,  vowing  to  enact  a 
"regime  change”  which  will  doubtless 
cause  further  devastation  to  the  Iraqi  peo- 
ple, who  have  lost  over  a million  and 
a half  of  their  countrymen  through  the 
United  Nations-imposed  sanctions. 

At  home,  the  U.S.  rulers  are  waging 
war  on  immigrants  and  minorities,  on 
civil  rights  and  labor  rights.  Though  car- 
ried out  in  the  name  of  "fighting  terror- 
ism.” the  war  on  the  domestic  front  is 
driven  by  the  capitalists’  need  to  squeeze 
ever  more  profit  from  the  labor  power  of 
die  working  class,  especially  as  the  econ- 
omy continues  its  downward  turn.  If  the 
U.S.  rulers  have  their  way,  the  horror  of 
the  World  Trade  Center  attack,  the  loss  of 
thousands  of  lives,  will  soon  be  exceeded 
by  the  slower  hut  more  exacting  tenor  of 
escalating  economic  privation,  death  by 
Mtntion  and  futures  without  hope. 

With  the  counterrevolutionary  destruc- 
tion of  the  Soviet  Union  in  1991-92.  the 
U.S.  bourgeoisie  declared  the  advent  of  a 
ttevk  world  order"  where  communism 

38 


George  W.  Bush,  flanked  by  Republican  Senator  Trent  Lott  and  Democratic 
Senator  Tom  Daschle,  signs  bill  to  bail  out  corporations  and  CEOs,  while 
mass  layoffs  swell  unemployment  lines. 


was  dead  and  the  class  struggle  a relic. 
The  economic  boom  of  the  1990s — 
which  was  based  on  an  increase  in  the 
rate  of  exploitation  of  the  working  class 
through  the  Imposition  of  multi-tier  wage 
schemes  and  massive  speedup,  a prolif- 
eration of  non-union  runaway  shops,  the 
slashing  of  medical,  pension  and  other 
benefits — was  declared  proof  positive  of 
a "new  economy”  of  unprecedented  and 
permanent  growth,  opening  up  a new 
“golden  age”  of  capitalist  expansion  and 
prosperity.  During  that  period,  the  U.S. — 
with  a weakened  labor  movement,  the 
dismantling  of  social  welfare  programs 
and  a high-flying  stock  market — was  held 
up  as  a model  to  be  emulated  by  the  rest 
of  the  world.  In  short,  the  boom-bust 
business  cycle,  which  has  been  inherent 
in  capitalism  from  its  inception,  was 
declared  to  be  done  away  with. 

In  reality,  the  global  economic  down- 
turn exposes  and  explodes  the  mystifi- 
cations surrounding  "globalization.”  It 
underlines  the  Marxist  understanding 
that  inherent  in  the  capitalist  system  is 
the  tendency  toward  periodic  economic 
crises  which,  in  the  words  of  the  1848 
Conujuinist  Manifesto  by  Karl  Marx  and 
Friedrich  Engels,  “put  the  existence  of 
the  entire  bourgeois  society  on  trial."  The 


fundamental  laws  of  capitalism  are  being 
borne  out  once  again. 

The  deepening  global  economic  crisis 
is  certain  to  exacerbate  existing  tensions 
between  the  U.S.  and  its  imperial- 
ist rivals  in  West  Europe  and  Japan. 
Already,  this  has  manifested  itself  in 
the  ongoing  "debate"  over  invading  Iraq, 
with  everyone,  with  the  exception  of 
Tony  Blair’s  Britain,  opposing  an  Ameri- 
can invasion,  for  now.  Social  Democratic 
German  chancellor  Gerhard  Schroder 
has  vowed  that  Germany  will  not  foot 
the  bill  for  any  "adventure"  in  Iraq.  Dur- 
ing the  1991  Gulf  War.  Germany  and  the 


other  U.S.  allies  paid  over  80  percent  of 
the  cost,  and  there  is  deep  concern 
among  U.S.  rulers  that  an  invasion  of 
Iraq  largely  financed  by  the  U.S.  could 
further  worsen  the  American  economy. 
And  all  are  concerned  about  the  potential 
for  substantial  increases  in  the  price  of 
oil.  which  would  have  a heavy  impact  on 
working  people  around  the  world. 

War.  poverty,  economic  crisis  are 
all  endemic  to  the  capitalist  system, 
which  is  based  on  the  private  ownership 
of  the  means  of  production — the  facto- 
ries. electrical  power  plans  and  grids,  air- 
lines. oil  fields,  mines,  etc.  It  is  a system 
where  production  is  based  on  profits  for  a 
few  wealthy  capitalists,  while  the  rest  of 
the  population  is  faced  with  increas- 
ing assaults  on  living  standards  or  utter 
poverty.  But  within  its  mechanisms,  cap- 
italism also  creates  its  own  gravedigger: 
the  working  class,  whose  historic  role 
is  to  smash  the  irrational  capitalist  sys- 
tem and  replace  it  with  a planned  econ- 
omy where  production  is  based  on  the 
human  needs  of  all.  rather  than  profits 
for  the  few.  The  only  answer  to  the  anar- 
chy and  brutality  of  the  capitalist  system 
lies  in  the  struggle  for  socialist  revolu- 
tions internationally  to  sweep  away  the 
bourgeois  ruling  classes  and  their  capi- 
talist states  and  forge  in  their  place 
continued  on  page  10 


Women  and  Revolulioii 


Nigeria:  Woman 
Sentenced  to 
Death  by  Stoning 


Save  Amina  Lawal! 


See  Page  5 
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Fighters  Against  Imperiaiism  and  Racism 

Free  the  Ohio?! 


We  print  below  a 7 September  letter  to 
Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons  director  Kath- 
leen Hawk  protesting  the  medical  tor- 
ture of  class-war  prisoner  Richard  Wil- 
liams by  Lompoc.  California  prison 
officials.  Williams— along  with  Jaan 
Lamaan.  Raymond  Luc  Levasseur  and 
Thomas  Manning — was  part  of  the  leftist 
Ohio  7,  who  were  convicted  for  their 
roles  in  a radical  organization  that  took 
credit  for  bank  “expropriations”  and 
bombings  in  the  late  1970s  and  early 
’80s  against  symbols  of  U.S.  imperial- 
ism. such  as  military  and  corporate 
offices.  They  have  spent  nearly  two 
decades  in  prison.  As  Marxists,  we  reject 
the  strategy  of  individual  terror  but 
defend  those  like  the  Ohio  7 who  com- 


mitted no  crime  from  the  standpoint 
of  the  working  class.  Our  principled  de- 
fense of  the  Ohio  7.  who  should  not  have 
spent  a single  day  in  prison,  stands  in 
contrast  to  the  stance  of  the  “respect- 
able" reformist  left,  which  spumed  them 
when  the  full  brunt  of  government  re- 
pression came  down  upon  them. 

* * * 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee  vehe- 
mently protests  the  severe  repression 
being  meted  out  to  political  prisoner 
Richard  Williams,  #10376-016.  Since 
September  11,  2001.  Mr.  Williams  has 
spent  ten  of  the  ensuing  twelve  months  in 
brutal  conditions  of  solitary  confinement 
where  he  has  been  cut  off  from  family 


The  October  Revolution  and 
Women's  Emancipation 

In  smashing  capitalist  rule,  the  1917 
October  Revolution  marked  a giant  stride 
toward  the  liberation  of  women  in  backward 
Russia.  Though  mired  in  economic  back- 
wardness and  poverty,  the  young  Soviet 
workers  state  sought  to  take  the  first  steps  in 
removing  the  nwierial  foundations  of  women's 
oppression,  which  is  rooted  in  the  institution 
of  the  family.  Although  the  Stalinist  degener- 
ation beginning  in  1923-24  eventually  undid 
many  of  the  Bolsheviks'  measures,  the  establishment  of  a planned,  collectivized  econ- 
omy opened  the  road  to  women's  emancipation  in  the  USSR,  most  dramatically  the 
Muslim  East.  Writing  in  1926,  historic  Marxist  leader  Clara  Zetkin  recounted  the  mov- 
ing comments  of  a young  woman  made  at  a Muslim  Women's  Club  in  Tiflis,  Georgia, 
which  we  present  below. 

One  of  the  speakers  burst  out:  “How  was  our  life  before  the  revolution?  Our  fathers 
sold  us  like  young  lambs  when  we  were  hardly  ten  or  twelve  years  old — sometimes 
even  younger.  Our  husbands  demanded  our  affection  and  love,  even  when  they  seemed 
to  us  revolting.  When  our  husbands  were  in  the  mood  for  it.  they  beat  us  with  clubs  or 
whips.  We  had  to  serve  them  day  and  night  like  slaves.  When  they  grew  tired  of  us.  they 
told  us  to  go  to  hell.  They  rented  us  out  as  mistresses  to  their  friends.  They  starved  us 
when  it  suited  their  fancy.  They  took  away  our  dearest  daughters  who  were  the  joy  of 
our  eyes  and  the  aid  for  our  weak  arms.  They  sold  them  just  as  they  had  bought  us.  No 
mull^  came  to  our  aid  when  we  were  in  need.  Where  could  we  have  found  a judge  who 
would  have  given  us  legal  aid? 

“But  now.  my  dear  sisters,  how  everything  has  changed!  The  revolution  arrived  like 
a mighty  thunderstorm.  It  has  smashed  injustice  and  slavery.  It  has  brought  justice  and 
freedom  to  the  poor  and  oppressed.  Our  father  can  no  longer  take  us  when  we  are  young 
and  force  us  upon  the  bed  of  a strange  husband.  We  are  able  to  select  our  husband  and 
he  must  never  again  become  our  master;  rather  he  shall  be  our  friend  and  comrade.  We 
want  to  work  and  to  fight  next  to  him  and  help  to  construct  a new  society.  A new  life 
must  begin  for  everybody.  The  Soviets  have  written  a new  law.  It  states  that  we  are 
human  beings  just  like  men  are  and  that  we  are  free  and  have  the  same  rights  as  they 
do.  We,  too.  can  select  the  people,  both  men  and  women,  that  we  would  like  to  be  sent 
to  the  Soviets.  And  we.  ourselves,  can  work  in  them.  When  we  have  grievances  toward 
our  husband,  a neighbor  or  a boss,  we  take  them  to  the  People’s  Court.  It  will  side  with 
us  if  we  are  in  the  right.  Nobody  asks  us  what  prophet  we  follow:  Mohammet,  Moses 
or  Christ.  The  Soviets  brought  us  salvation.  Eternal  gratitude  to  them!” 

— Clara  Zetkin,  “In  the  Muslim  Women’s  Club”  (1926) 
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and  friends,  not  allowed  access  to  litera- 
ture and  denied  adequate  medical  care. 
After  enduring  five  months  in  brutally 
cold  conditions  in  solitary  lockdown.  Mr. 
Williams  was  sent  back  to  the  genera! 
prison  population  in  Lompoc.  California 
on  February  1 1 . Within  days  he  suffered 
a heart  attack  during  which  he  was 
“treated”  by  being  shackled  to  his  hospi- 
tal bed  and  had  guns  trained  on  him. 
intimidating  his  doctors  and  nurses.  Yet 
again  on  April  30  Richard  Williams  was 
sent  back  into  the  grotesque  conditions  of 
isolation  where  he  languishes  still. 

It  is  crystal  clear  that  Richard  Williams 
is  being  subjected  to  this  unrelenting  cru- 
elty because  of  his  political  beliefs.  Mr. 
Williams  was  a leftist  activist  arrested 
and  convicted  in  the  mid  ’80s  as  a nicm- 
ber  of  the  radical  Ohio  7.  Having  spec- 
tacularly failed  in  1989  in  re-convicting 
Mr.  Williams,  along  with  fellow  anti- 


imperialists Ray  and  Pat  Levasseur.  on 
phony  “seditious  conspiracy”  charges  ihc 
Federal  government  seems  intent  on 
destroying  this  courageous  man.  The 
treatment  of  Mr.  Williams  is  pan  of  an 
ongoing  attack  on  civil  libenies  ratcheted 
up  since  last  September  1 1 — a qualitative 
diminution  of  the  rights  of  all.  especially 
workers  and  the  oppressed. 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee  de- 
mands that  Mr.  Williams  be  immediately 
taken  out  of  solitary  confinement.  We 
demand  he  be  given  prompt  and  ade- 
quate medical  treatment  for  his  ongoing 
heart  condition.  Wc  demand  he  have 
access  to  any  literature  he  desires  and 
restrictions  against  visitors  and  com- 
munications with  family  and  friends 
be  lifted.  In  the  eyes  of  the  working 
class  Richard  Williams  has  committed  no 
crime.  We  demand  you  slop  brutalizing 
this  political  prisoner. 


Protest  Firing  of 
Paiestinian  Professor! 


The  following  protest  letter  was  sent  to 
the  president  of  the  University  of  South 
Florida  on  August  31. 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee 
strongly  protests  your  decision,  in  concert 
with  the  University  of  South  Florida  Trus- 
tees, to  fire  tenured  computer  science  pro- 
fessor Sami  Al-Arian.  Dr.  Al-Arian  is  the 
victim  of  a vile  media-abetted  campaign 
of  threats  and  vilification  ranging  from 
the  reactionary  Fox  News  commentator 
Bill  O’Reilly  to  the  contemptible  radio 
schlock-jock  Bubba  the  Love  Sponge. 

Sami  Al-Arian  is  targeted  merely  be- 
cause he  is  an  Islamic  scholar  and  de- 
fender of  the  Palestinian  people  from 
marauding  Zionist  terror.  We  join  with 
countless  others,  including  the  American 
Association  of  University  Professors,  in 
condemning  your  despicable  efforts  to 
deny  this  man  his  First  Amendment  rights 
and,  indeed,  his  livelihood. 

Your  earlier  attempt  to  justify  the  fir- 
ing of  Sami  Al-Arian  was  based  on  spu- 
rious “campus  security”  concerns.  Now 
you  try  to  present  to  the  Hillsborough 
Circuit  Court  in  Florida  so-called  new 
evidence  that  Dr.  Al-Arian  “is  using  aca- 
demic freedom  as  a shield  to  cover 
improper  activities.”  This  follows  years  of 
invasive  scrutiny  of  Dr.  Al-Arian’s  activ- 


ities by  various  bourgeois  stale  author- 
ities who  have  found  no  grounds  for  any 
criminal  action.  From  the  onset  this  has 
been  a political  prosecution  of  a man  for 
his  views  and  advocacy  on  behalf  of  the 
besieged  Palestinians. 


Sami 

Al-Arian 


Your  campaign  against  Dr.  Al-Arian  in 
league  with  state  and  federal  authorities 
is  part  of  a grotesque  bipartisan  witch- 
hunt particularly  targeting  immigrants, 
Muslims  and  Arab  Americans  It  has 
already  led  to  the  deportation  of  Dr.  Al- 
Arian’s  brother-in-law  and  the  detention 
of  hundreds  of  others  in  the  dungeons  of 
America.  Stop  the  persecution  of  Sami 
Al-Arian! 


Australia:  Drop  Charges 
Against  All  Woomera 
Detainees  and  Protesters! 


We  reprint  below  an  August  20  protest 
letter  from  the  Partisan  Defence  Commit- 
tee in  Australia  to  the  Australian  Attor- 
ney General’s  office. 

The  18  July  seizure  and  reimpris- 
onment of  Afghan  refugees.  12-year-old 
Monlazar  Bakhtiyari  and  1 3-year-old 
Almadar  Bakhtiyari,  was  an  act  of  sheer 
racist  brutality.  On  28  June  these  two 
courageous  youth  escaped  for  the  second 
lime  from  the  hell-hole  Woomera  deten- 
tion camp  where  they  were  incarcerated 
with  their  mother  Roqiah  and  younger 
sisters  Nagina,  Samina  and  Amina,  aged 
ten,  eight  and  four  years  respectively. 
The  boys  escaped  along  with  33  other 
mainly  Afghan  refugees  at  the  time  of  a 
desperate  16-day  hunger  strike  by  most 
of  the  Woomera  detainees.  Earlier  the 
hideous  conditions  at  Woomera.  includ- 
ing detention  guards  beating  children 
and  throwing  them  against  razor  wire 
fences,  drove  the  Bakhtiyari  family  to 
such  desperation  that  Roqiah  and  Alma- 
dar sewed  their  lips  together  and  the 
boys  attempted  to  slash  their  own  wrists. 


Montazar  and  Almadar  had  sought  asy- 
lum in  the  British  consulate  in  Mej* 
bourne.  The  foreign  secretary  of  Britain  s 
Labour  government.  Jack  Straw,  person- 
ally intervened  to  ensure  they  were 
thrown  back  into  the  clutches  of  the  Aus- 
tralian authorities.  This  highlights  that 
capitalist  governments  of  all  strips 
around  the  world  are  conducting  a racist 
war  on  immigrants,  as  the  spearhead  0‘ 
their  attacks  against  the  working  class  as 
a whole. 

The  day  after  their  seizure  by  Austra- 
lian Federal  Police,  the  recaptured  Balm- 
liyari  brothers  were  flown  out  of 
bourne  back  to  Woomera  just  an  hour 
before  their  distraught  father,  who  hve^ 
in  Sydney  on  a temporary  visa,  arrived 
see  them.  While  fetJeral  Liberal/Nation 
coalition  and  state  Labor  govemmetj^ 
alike  shove  “family  values”  I ^ 
throats  of  the  population.  Roqiah  and 
children  are  forcibly  separated  from  ^ 
husband  and  father.  Now  the  govertime^^ 
is  vindictively  threatening  to  , 

continued  on 
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Mass  Jailing  of  Blacks  in  Tuiia 

“War  on  Drugs”  Texas  Style 


On  23  July  1999.  46  men  and  women 
were  rounded  up  in  early-morning  raids 
in  TUlia.  a windswept  West  Texas  town  of 
5000  halfway  between  Lubbock  and 
Amarillo.  All  but  six  of  those  dragged 
from  their  homes  to  the  county  court- 
house. often  half-dressed  and  wondering 
what  they  were  being  targeted  for,  were 
black.  Framed  up  on  phony  drug  charges 
by  a racist,  corrupt  narcotics  agent.  42 
of  those  arrested  were  thrown  into  prison 
by  overwhelmingly  while  juries  for  mam- 
moth jail  terms.  Tuiia  epitomizes 
what  the  rulers’  racist  “war  on  drugs’* 
can  mean  in  the  rural  South. 

The  case  has  recently  gained 
national  coverage  through  the  efforts 
of  New  York  Times  columnist  Bob 
Herbert,  who  has  catalogued  the  egre- 
gious manufacturing  of  evidence, 
racist  targeting  of  black  people  and 
harsh  sentencing  in  recent  columns. 
Herbert  has  also  exposed  how  this 
“monstrous,  racially  motivated  mis- 
carriage of  justice”  wrought  havoc  in 
Tulia’s  small  black  community  and 
how  those  who  organized  this  breath- 
taking series  of  frame-ups  were 
lauded  for  their  efforts  by  the  Texas 
stale  government,  then  run  by  George 
W.  Bush. 

The  now-defunct  local  newspaper, 
the  Tuiia  Sentinel,  crowed.  “Tulia's 
Streets  Cleared  of  Garbage”  after  the 
raids  and  praised  the  cops  for  sweep- 
ing up  Tulia’s  “scumbags.”  Reverend 
William  Guenther,  the  jury  foreman 
in  one  of  the  first  trials,  which 
handed  down  a 25-year  sentence, 
proclaimed.  “The  whole  idea  behind 
the  sentence  was  to  send  a message  to 
drug  dealers;  We  don’t  want  you  in 
this  community.”  The  defendants, 
overwhelmingly  poor,  had  to  rely  on 
underpaid  and  overworked  public  defend- 
ers in  the  face  of  racist  juries  and  a D.  A. 
out  for  blood.  The  charges  and  arrests, 
though,  had  nothing  to  do  with  drugs  and 
everything  to  do  with  terrorizing  the 
town’s  black  population. 

Tulia’s  black  community  of  350  peo- 
ple was  devastated  as  over  1 0 percent  of 
the  black  populace  and  half  the  adult 
black  men  were  swept  into  prison.  House 
after  house  stands  empty,  and  virtually 
every  black  family  in  town  has  been 
affected  as  friends  and  family  members 
were  caught  up  in  the  dragnet.  Those 
whites  who  were  arrested  either  had 
close  connections  to  Tulia’s  black  popu- 
lation or  lived  in  the  ramshackle  part  of 
town,  still  often  called  “N- — rtown"  by 
racist  whiles. 

The  narcotics  agent  almost  single- 
handedly  responsible  for  the  arrests.  Tom 
Coleman,  is  a real  piece  of  work.  Cole- 
man is  a stone  racist  noted  for  his  fre- 
quent use  of  racial  epithets  against  black 
people.  Even  Coleman’s  former  boss. 
Sheriff  Ken  Burke  of  nearby  Cochran 
County,  informed  the  Texas  Commission 
on  Law  Enforcement  that  “Mr.  Coleman 
should  not  be  in  law  enforcement  if  he’s 


going  to  do  people  the  way  he  did  this 
town”  (London  Independent,  20  August). 
In  the  midst  of  Coleman’s  “investiga- 
tion, Cochran  County  brought  him  up  on 
misdemeanor  charges  of  theft  and  abuse 
ot  his  position.  Swisher  County  sheriff 
Larry  Stewart.  Coleman’s  boss  in  Tuiia. 
allowed  Coleman  to  pul  his  “investiga- 
tion” on  hold  while  he  resolved  the 
charges. 

Coleman’s  “investigation,”  had  it  not 
been  so  devastating,  would  be  almost 


bars  despite  overwhelming  evidence  of 
their  innocence. 

And  who  were  these  “drug  dealers”? 
Overwhelmingly,  they  were  poor,  local 
black  people,  most  of  whom  had  no 
criminal  records  or  anything  to  do  with 
the  drug  trade.  Police  found  no  traces 
of  illicit  drugs  in  the  houses  of  those 
arrested,  no  weapons  and  no  money. 
There  were  no  fingerprints  on  the  drugs 
the  cops  claim  to  have  “seized.”  Joe 
Moore,  a 57-year-old  black  pig  farmer. 


Amanllo  Globe-News 


comical.  He  wrote  down  “reports”  of 
“drug  deals”  on  his  body,  threw  away 
many  of  his  records  and  built  his  case 
on  uncorroborated,  unsubstantiated  tes- 
timony. Everyone  who  knew  Coleman 
well  knew  that  he  was  a liar  and  a crook, 
but  the  word  of  a white  cop  was  suffi- 
cient to  railroad  the  Tuiia  defendants 
into  prison. 

In  spite  of  polygraph  tests  corroborat- 
ing the  innocence  of  those  arrested  and 
the  obvious  unreliability  of  Coleman  as  a 
witness,  only  four  cases  were  thrown 
out.  generally  over  egregious  misidenlifi- 
caiion  by  Coleman,  whose  physical 
descriptions  of  several  defendants  were 
wildly  inaccurate.  In  most  cases,  though, 
a combination  of  inadequate  legal  repre- 
sentation and  relentless  prosecution  led 
to  sentences  breathtaking  in  their  sever- 
ity. "What  happened  in  the  courtroom.” 
says  Freddie  Brookins  Sr.  of  Tulia’s 
NAACP  chapter,  which  has  been  fighting 
the  convictions,  “was  really  a kangaroo 
court.  They  run  ’em  through  like  cattle 
and  pul  a number  on  ’em.  They  just 
stuck  ’em  all  in  prison.”  For  his  role  in 
this  monstrous  frame-up.  Coleman  was 
named  the  Texas  “Lawman  of  the  Year”! 
Fifteen  of  those  arrested  remain  behind 
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currently  serving  a 99-year  sentence, 
was  identified  as  the  "kingpin”  of  the 
ostensible  cocaine  ring  despite  his  obvi- 
ous poverty  and  even  though  the  charges 
against  him  involved  only  3.5  grams 
of  powder  cocaine.  Kizzie  White,  a 24- 
year-old  mother  of  two  with  no  criminal 
record,  got  25  years,  while  her  husband, 
a while  man  named  William  “Cash” 
Love,  received  a sentence  of  434 years  in 
prison. 

Liberal  Times  columnist  Herbert  has 
placed  his  hopes  in  a federal  investiga- 
tion. He  states  that  “federal  investigators 
who  are  both  honest  and  diligent  will  find 
plenty  of  evidence  of  official  wrongdoing 
wailing  for  them  in  Tuiia”  (New  York 
Times,  22  August).  While  Tuiia  may  be  an 
extreme  example  of  the  degree  to  which 
the  war  on  drugs  is  aimed  at  black  people. 
It  is  not  an  aberration  or  an  isolated  mis- 
carriage of  justice.  The  war  on  drugs  is  a 
racist  war  against  black  people!  In  many 
inner-city  ghettos,  one  in  three  black  men 
is  entangled  in  the  criminal  “justice”  sys- 
tem, often  due  to  minor  drug  charges  like 
those  the  Tuiia  defendants  faced.  Over 
half  of  the  two  million  people  in  Amer- 
ica’s prisons,  most  of  whom  are  black  and 
minority,  are  there  on  the  basis  of  drug- 
related  convictions. 

West  Texas  is  not  New  York.  Philadel- 
phia or  Chicago,  however.  Tulia’s  black 
population  is  isolated  in  the  arid  plains 
of  a remote  region  of  a Southern  stale 
justifiably  infamous  for  its  heavy-handed 
approach  to  “justice.”  While  the  “war  on 
drugs”  is  used  throughout  the  U.S.  to 
terrorize  black  people  and  other  minor- 
ities. in  the  rural  South  it  has  been  used 
to  decimate  entire  communities,  and  that’s 
exactly  what  happened  in  Tuiia.  The 
authorities  manufactured  a drug  ring  out 
of  whole  cloth  and  then  used  it,  in  effect, 
to  target  the  entirety  of  the  town’s  black 
population.  Perhaps  80  years  ago  a racist 


mob  might  have  been  the  instrumentality, 
as  when  a deputized  white  mob  burned 
the  black  Greenwood  section  of  Tulsa  to 
the  ground  in  I921.  Now  ail  you  need  is 
a zealous  D.A.  and  a creative  narc.  “It 
was  a mass  lynching  that  day.”  Roy 
Credico  of  the  William  Moses  Kunstler 
Fund  for  Racial  Justice  asserts.  “It’s  like 
being  accused  of  raping  someone  in  Indi- 
ana in  the  1 930s.  You  didn't  do  it.  but  it 
doesn’t  matter  because  a bunch  of  Klans- 
men  on  the  jury  are  going  to  string  you 
up  anyway.” 

Such  blatant  disregard  for  the 
rights  of  the  accused  is  not  unique  to 
Tuiia.  A former  narcotics  agent  in 
Chambers  County.  Texas  summed 
up  a typical  drug  bust  as  follows: 

"It’s  probably  better  known  as  a free- 
for-all.  You  get  a bunch  of  warrants, 
search  and  arrest,  get  'em  all  ready  to 
go.  get  30  or  40  officers  from  differ- 
ent jurisdictions,  anybody  who  wants 
to  come  along  can  play.  During  (he 
course  of  (his.  (he  wrong  doors  get 
kicked....  A whole  lot  of  illegal 
searches  and  seizures  go  on." 

— Texas  Observer, 
l(i  October  200 1 

In  the  United  States,  where  the 
special  oppression  of  black  people  is 
integral  to  capitalist  class  rule  and  to 
the  exploitation  of  the  entire  working 
class,  drug  laws  are  used  to  repress 
and  herd  a generation  of  black  youth 
into  jail.  Tuiia  grotesquely  reveals 
the  racist  injustice  in  which  drugs 
are  used  as  a pretext  for  waging  war 
against  the  black  population  as  a 
whole.  We  Marxists  call  for  the 
decriminalization  of  drugs.  Those 
addicted  to  drugs  should  have  free 
access  to  quality  medical  care  and 
counseling. 

Herbert  favorably  quotes  New  York 
Democratic  Senator  Charles  Schumer  as 
saying  that  Tuiia  looks  like  “racial  pro- 
filing, arresting  and  prosecuting  with 
trumped-up  evidence.”  Yet  Schumer  has 
long  supported  both  the  racist  death  pen- 
alty— a direct  legacy  of  chattel  slavery  in 
the  U.S. — and  the  very  “war  on  drugs" 
that  spawns  such  outrages  as  Tuiia.  The 
Democrats  are  just  as  responsible  for 
the  racist  assault  on  black  people  under 
the  auspices  of  the  “war  on  drugs”  as 
the  Republicans.  Indeed,  it  was  Demo- 
cratic president  Bill  Clinton  who  in  1996 
ordered  the  Department  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development  to  strictly  enforce 
the  “one  strike  you’re  out  law”  in  public 
housing,  which  mandated  the  eviction  of 
any  public  housing  tenant  if  that  per- 
son— or  even  a guest  of  the  tenant — 
is  caught  using  drugs  anywhere.  And 
black  Democrats  like  Jesse  Jackson 
played  a prominent  role  in  promoting 
the  racist  rulers’  anti-drug  crackdown  In 
the  ghettos. 

The  “war  on  drugs”  is  one  expression 
of  an  overall  ratcheting-up  of  repression 
against  working  people  and  the  op- 
pressed. But  black  people,  who  form  a 
significant  portion  of  the  American  work- 
ing class,  are  not  helpless  in  the  face  of 
this  onslaught.  The  working  class,  the 
only  class  with  the  social  power  and 
objective  interest  to  take  down  the  capital- 
ist system,  can  and  indeed  must  take  up 
the  fight  against  the  racist  “war  on  drugs" 
as  part  of  a fight  for  the  rights  of  all  the 
oppressed.  A political  struggle  against 
both  the  Democrats  and  their  hangers-on 
in  the  trade-union  bureaucracy  is  neces- 
sary to  bring  the  social  power  of  the 
working  class  to  bear.  Key  to  this  strug- 
gle is  forging  a revolutionary  workers 
party  that  will  fight  for  an  egalitarian 
socialist  future,  from  the  South  Bronx  to 
the  southern  plains.  ■ 


20  SEPTEMBER  2002 


3 


Batasuna  Party  Banned  in  Spain 

Down  With  Repression 
of  Basque  Nationalists! 


f/ffBASOUECOUMTO 
- is  A NATiOM! 

STOP  TO  THE  FASCISM! 


Reuters 


San  Sebastian:  Rally  protests  ban  of  Basque  nationalist  Batasuna  party  and 
demands  release  of  Basque  political  prisoners,  September  1. 


The  following  was  written  by  our  com- 
rades of  the  Ligue  Trotskyste  de  France, 
section  of  the  International  Communist 
League. 

PARIS.  September  16 — The  Spanish 
government  has  seized  on  the  post- 
September  1 1 “war  on  terrorism"  to 
attempt  to  finish  off  the  Basque  national- 
ists. On  August  26.  Spanish  judge  Balta- 
sar  Garz6n  ordered  a three-year  suspen- 
sion of  Batasuna,  an  electoral  political 
party  which  gets  over  10  percent  of  the 
votes  in  the  Spanish  Basque  country, 
where  it  has  offices  as  well  as  social 
clubs/pubs  and  elected  officials  in  most 
cities.  The  same  day  the  Spanish  parlia- 
ment overwhelmingly  passed  a motion  to 
require  that  the  Supreme  Court  ban  Bata- 
suna; with  the  recent  "anti-terrorist"  leg- 
islation passed  in  Spain,  this  means  a 
complete  and  definitive  illegalizalion  of 
Batasuna,  the  first  ban  of  a political 
organization  since  the  end  of  the  Franco 
dictatorship  in  1975  and  a qualitative  step 
toward  banning  any  organization  advo- 
cating Basque  independence. 

The  same  night  the  local  police,  the 
haled  ertzaintzo,  started  raiding  and  clos- 
ing Batasuna’s  public  offices  in  dozens 
of  Basque  cities.  On  orders  from  Garz6n 
(who  has  become  a darling  of  the  fake  left 
with  his  inquiries  into  former  Chilean 
dictator  Pinochet),  the  state  had  already 
seized  Batasuna's  bank  accounts,  trying 
to  squeeze  24  million  euros  from  it.  This 
is  allegedly  to  pay  for  damage  caused  in 
street  fighting  during  police  attacks 
against  youth  in  the  Basque  country. 
There  have  been  protests  on  both  sides  of 
the  Spanish/French  border  against  the 
ban.  On  September  7 and  8 thousands  of 
people  defied  the  Spanish  ban  on  pro- 
Batasuna  demonstrations,  taking  to  the 
streets  in  Bilbao  and  San  Sebastian.  And 
two  days  ago,  50,000  protested  in  Bilbao 
despite  the  repression.  It  is  the  urgent  task 
of  the  proletariat,  particularly  in  Spain 
and  France,  to  mobilize  against  this  sinis- 
ter ban.  which  not  only  targets  radical 
Basque  nationalists  but  also  sets  the  stage 
for  repression  of  any  political  dissent  by 
workers  or  youth.  Down  with  the  ban  on 
Batasuna!  Freedom  now  for  the  hundreds 
of  Basque  nationalists,  some  of  whom 
have  been  in  prison  for  many  years  in 
Spain  and  France! 

The  obstacle  to  such  a mobilization  lies 
with  the  social-democratic  labor  traitors: 
in  Spain,  the  Spanish  Socialist  Workers 
Party  (PSOE)  has  enthusiastically  voted 
for  the  ban,  while  the  ex-Stalinists  from 
Izquierda  Unida  (United  Left)  abstained. 


In  France,  the  previous  government 
led  by  the  Socialist  Party  (PS)  and  Com- 
munist Party  (PCF)  routinely  carried 
out  arrests  and  deportations  of  Basque 
nationalists  to  Spain.  For  example,  on  15 
September  2000  a combined  operation  of 
the  French  and  Spanish  police  on  French 
soil  ended  up  in  the  arrest  of  Ignacio 
Gracia  Arregui,  an  alleged  leader  of  the 
Basque  separatist  ETA  (see  “Free  Impris- 
oned Basque  Nationalists!"  WV  No.  744, 
20  October  2000).  In  the  ’80s,  under 
Socialist  president  Mitterrand,  the  French 
police  collaborated  with  the  PSOE  gov- 
ernment and  iLs  death  squads  of  the  Gru- 
pos  Antiterroristas  de  Liberacidn  (GAL), 
which  even  operated  in  France.  Most 
recently,  two  ETA  leaders.  Juan  Antonio 
Olarra  Guribi  and  Ainhoa  Mugica.  were 
arrested  today  near  Bordeaux  in  France  in 
a joint  operation  by  French  and  Spanish 
police.  We  have  steadfastly  denounced 
these  arrests,  murders  and  deportations  as 
well  as  the  multiple  attacks  in  France 
against  minority  languages.  As  proletar- 
ian internationalists,  we  defend  the  right 
of  self-determination  of  the  Basque  peo- 
ple, south  and  north  of  the  Pyrenees  (and 
if  the  sacred  borders  of  the  "united  and 
indivisible  French  republic"  should  be 
altered,  so  be  it!). 

The  immediate  pretext  for  the  mas- 
sive increase  of  state  repression  against 
Basque  nationalists  in  Spain  was  a bomb 
attack  on  August  4 in  Santa  Paola,  near 
Alicante,  against  Guardia  Civil  (mili- 
tary police)  barracks,  where  two  people 
were  killed,  including  a 4-year-old  girl. 
The  government  and  bourgeois  media 
promptly  blamed  the  ETA  for  this  attack. 


When  Batasuna  refused  to  clearly  con- 
demn the  attack,  the  government  moved 
to  ban  the  party.  The  ETA  has  often  tar- 
geted cops,  judges,  capitalists  or  bour- 
geois ideologues.  While  defending  the 
ETA  against  the  current  wave  of  stale 
repression,  Marxists  oppose  the  desperate 
petty-bourgeois  strategy  of  individual  ter- 
rorism as  an  obstacle  to  proletarian,  inter- 
nationalist class  struggle:  the  elimination 
of  individual  oppressors  does  not  address 
the  fundamental  issue  of  getting  rid  of 
the  capitalist  system  iLself,  which  requires 
collective  struggle  by  the  working  masses. 
Moreover,  when  a military  target  is  hit. 
other  people  can  get  killed  loo,  as  in 
Santa  Paola.  The  awful  death  of  the  lit- 
tle girl  was  a godsend  for  the  Spanish 
state  to  whip  up  “national  unity."  includ- 
ing among  workers,  behind  anti-Basque 
Spanish  chauvinism. 

The  Spanish  state  uses  anti-Basque 
chauvinism  as  well  as  anti-immigrant 
racism  to  divide  and  weaken  the  work- 


ing class.  Two  years  ago.  the  govern 
ment  launched  the  El  Ejido  pogroms 
against  Moroccan  agricultural  workers 
In  recent  years,  hundreds  of  Maghre- 
bins  (North  Africans)  have  drowned  try. 
ing  to  cross  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  irjio 
Fortress  Europe.  Now  the  government  is 
trying  to  set  Maghrebin  immigrants 
against  East  European  immigrants.  As 
we  declared  in  our  recent  ICL  slaiement 
(see  WV  No.  784.  12  July):  “Capitalist 
Europe’s  war  on  immigrants  is  a war 
on  all  workers — Workers  of  the  world 
unite!  Full  citizenship  rights  for  all  im- 
migrants! Slop  the  deportations!" 

Since  the  entirely  criminal  World  Trade 
Center  attack  a year  ago  the  "war  against 
terrorism"  has  been  a code  word  all  over 
the  world,  not  only  for  a far  greater  U.S.. 
led  terrorist  slaughter  in  Afghanistan,  but 
also  for  a drastic  escalation  of  police  ter- 
ror at  home,  which  particularly  targets 
immigrants.  In  France,  we  have  opposed 
the  Vigipirate  police  campaign  from  the 
moment  the  former  PS/PCF  govern- 
ment reinstated  it.  On  August  25,  on  the 
very  eve  of  the  ban  on  Batasuna,  the  new 
right-wing  government  deported  to  Italy 
Paolo  Persichetti,  a former  Italian  radi- 
cal from  the  UCC  (Union  of  Fighting 
Communists).  Up  to  150  Italian  left- 
ists who  look  refuge  in  France  now  fear 
their  deportation  to  Italy  and  its  laws 
against  alleged  terrorists.  Freedom  for 
Persichetti!  No  deportations! 

The  Chirac  government  intends  to 
quickly  incorporate  into  French  legisla- 
tion the  new,  draconian  European  Union 
measures  which  potentially  criminalize 
any  political  activity.  According  to  these 
guidelines,  strikers  seizing  transit  instal- 
lations or  cutting  the  supply  of  electric- 
ity could  be  charged  with  “teironsm," 
as  well  as  anyone  "encouraging  or  sup- 
porting a terrorist  group.”  The  Spanish 
government  wants  to  add  Batasuna  to 
the  European  list  of  terrorist  organiza- 
tions. which  would  automatically  mean 
its  banning  in  France,  causing  unease  to 
the  French  government  which  fears  the 
increasing  spillover  of  agitation  over  the 
Basque  question  to  France. 

The  Basque  people’s  right  to  self- 
determination.  i.e..  the  right  to  secede,  is 
a key  issue  in  both  Spain  and  France  We 
demand:  Down  with  the  ban  on  Bata- 
suna! Defend  the  right  of  independence 
of  the  Basque  people,  south  and  north! 
For  Ttotskyist  parties  in  Spain  and 
France,  sections  of  a reforged  Fourth 
International!  m 


Basque  region  spans  border  between 
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niigeria;  Woman  Sentenced 
to  Death  by  Stoning 


On  August  19.  an  Islamic  high  court  in 
Nigeria’s  northern  Katsina  state  rejected 
an  appeal  by  Amina  Lawal.  a 30-year- 
old  single  mother,  and  upheld  her  sen- 
tence of  death  by  stoning  for  having 
sex  outside  marriage.  Lawal  was  first 
sentenced  in  March  by  a lower  Islamic 
court.  She  is  scheduled  to  be  executed 
in  January  2004.  as  soon  as  she  finishes 
breast-feeding  her  baby.  The  workers 
movement  throughout  the  world  must 
mobilize  in  protest  action  to  stop  this 
hideous  execution! 

Amina  Lawal  was  not  the  first  woman 
to  incur  the  wrath  of  Islamic  fundamen- 
talists in  Nigeria.  Safiya  Hussaini.  a 
divorced  mother,  was  sentenced  to  die  by 
stoning  last  year.  An  appeals  court  over- 
turned her  sentence  this  past  March.  A 
third  woman's  case  is  on  hold  until  she  is 
healthy  enough  to  appear  in  court. 

Since  sharia,  the  Islamic  set  of  social 
and  penal  codes,  was  introduced  in  a do7.en 
of  the  predominantly  Muslim  northern 
states  of  Nigeria  two  years  ago.  women 
have  been  forced  to  wear  the  veil  and 
mixed  schools  have  been  turned  into 
single-sex  establishments,  if  girls  are 
schooled  at  all.  A teenage  girl  was  given 
100  lashes  for  having  premarital  sex. 
Women  are  banned  from  riding  in  the  same 
buses  or  taxis  as  men.  The  sale  of  alcohol 
is  banned  and  men  caught  drinking  have 
been  caned  in  public.  A vigilante  force  was 
established  to  enforce  the  new  codes. 

The  implementation  of  sharia  in  the 
northern  states  is  a lethal  addition  to  an 
already  worsening  situation  for  women 
in  Nigeria.  Abortion  is  illegal  in  the 
country.  The  bride  price  is  prevalent  in 
both  Christian  and  Muslim  communities. 
The  horrific  and  dangerous  practice  of 
female  genital  mutilation,  performed  on 
young  girls  to  “curb  their  sexuality”  and 
ensure  chastity,  is  rampant  across  ethnic 
and  religious  groups,  with  millions  of 
Nigerian  women  subjected  to  this  bar- 
barism. Nigeria  is  one  of  the  few  sub- 
Saharan  countries  that  have  no  laws  pro- 
hibiting the  practice. 

Largely  illiterate,  the  chattel  of  their 
fathers  and  husbands,  women  in  Nigeria 
are  forced  into  marriages,  overworked, 
malnourished  and,  in  times  of  the  ethnic 
bloodlettings  that  constantly  plague  the 
country,  subjected  to  rape  and  killing. 
Polygamy,  based  on  the  subordination  of 
women,  is  widespread.  With  little  control 
over  their  reproductive  lives,  women  are 
under  enormous  social  and  economic 
pressures:  infertility  is  a stigma  and  male 
children  are  the  only  potential  support  in 
old  age.  The  exponential  spread  of  AIDS 
in  the  country,  with  over  four  million 
people  infected  with  the  HIV  virus,  and 
the  attendant  ostracism  and  stigmatiza- 
tion are  used  to  reinforce  backward  anti- 
woman  ideologies.  Because  it  is  a sexu- 
ally transmitted  disease,  AIDS  is  used  to 
intensify  the  repressive  taboos,  guilt  and 
shame  over  sex  that  subjugate  women. 

On  September  9.  the  major  of  Rome, 
Italy  conferred  “honorary  citizenship”  on 
Safiya  Hussaini.  a Nigerian  woman 
whose  death  sentence  was  reversed  ear- 
lier this  year.  As  Oscar  Wilde  put  it. 
“Hypocrisy  is  the  homage  vice  pays  to 
virtue.”  Indeed.  baii>aric  practices  oppres- 
sive to  women  arc  not  confined  to  Nige- 
ria or  the  Islamic  world.  In  all  societies 
based  on  private  property,  various  forms 
of  oppression  have  been  meted  out  by  all 
fcligions  to  buttress  women’s  subjuga- 
tion. In  medieval  Europe,  women  were 
burned  at  the  slake  for  purported  witch- 
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craft  and  forced  to  wear  the  chastity 
belt.  The  “adulteresses"  of  17th-century 
New  England  were  forced  to  patch  the 
scarlet  letter  to  their  breasts.  Foot  binding 
was  prevalent  in  pre-revolutionary  China. 
In  Ireland,  unmarried  pregnant  women 
were  declared  mad  and  forced  to  slave  in 
convents  for  decades.  To  this  day.  suttee 
(widow-burning)  is  rampant  in  India. 


In  all  these  class  societies,  the  central 
source  of  women’s  oppression  is  the  insti- 
tution of  the  family,  a vehicle  through 
which  property  is  transmitted  from  one 
generation  to  the  next  and  the  mechanism 
for  raising  new  generations  of  workers.  In 
The  Origin  of  the  Family.  Private  Prop- 
erty and  the  State,  written  in  the  late  19th 
century.  Friedrich  Engels  explained  that 
the  monogamous  patrilineal  family  arose 
“to  make  the  man  supreme  in  the  family, 
and  to  propagate,  as  the  future  heirs  to  his 
wealth,  children  indisputably  his  own.” 
The  family  is  used  to  regiment  society  to 
the  powers  that  be.  instilling  subservience 
for  authority  and  reinforcing  religious 
obscurantism. 

The  struggle  for  the  full  liberation  of 
women  is  lied  to  the  struggle  to  overthrow 
capitalism.  But  to  unleash  the  tremendous 
revolutionary  potential  of  the  fight  for 
women’s  liberation  requires  the  leader- 
ship of  a genuinely  communist  party 
armed  with  the  broad  vision  of  a social 
order  of  equality  and  freedom  and  draw- 
ing in  women  as  part  of  its  leadership. 


Even  the  most  basic  needs  of  the  vast 
mass  of  women  in  Nigeria — an  end  to 
seclusion  and  the  veil;  an  end  to  forced 
marriages,  polygamy  and  the  bride  price; 
freedom  from  poverty  and  legal  sub- 
jugation; the  right  to  free  quality  educa- 
tion and  decent  health  care,  including  the 
right  to  abortion  and  contraceptives — 
demand  an  attack  on  the  foundations  of 


the  imperialist-dominated  capitalist  social 
order  and  pose  nothing  less  than  socialist 
revolution.  Ultimately,  overcoming  the 
hideous  impoverishment  and  cultural 
backwardness  of  sub-Saharan  Africa  re- 
quires an  internationally  planned  socialist 
economy  based  on  proletarian  revolutions 
in  the  advanced  capitalist  countries  of 
North  America,  West  Europe  and  Japan. 
For  women 's  liberation  through  socialist 
revolution! 

Imperialist  Hypocrisy  over 
Women’s  Rights 

TTie  implementation  of  sharia  in  north- 
ern Nigeria  triggered  a violent  relig- 
ious and  ethnic  conflagration  between 
the  majority  Muslim  Hausa  and  the 
minority  Christian  Ibo  tribes.  As  thou- 
sands were  killed  on  both  sides  and 
countless  churches,  mosques  and  houses 
were  destroyed,  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  Ibo  fled  to  the  east,  where  they  are 
the  ethnic  majority.  A similar  exodus  of 
Hausa  headed  north,  fleeing  the  revenge 
killings.  The  ethnic  killings  recalled  the 


events  leading  up  to  the  Biafra  war  in  the 
laic  1960s.  At  that  time,  following  mas- 
sacres of  the  Ibo  in  the  north,  that  ethnic 
group  tried  to  secede  from  the  rest  of 
the  country.  The  war  that  followed,  with 
close  to  two  million  killed,  was  one  of 
the  most  brutal  conflicts  in  Africa’s  post- 
independence  history. 

President  Olusegun  Obasanjo,  a mili- 
tary ruler  during  the  ’70s.  was  brought 
back  to  power  in  1999  with  the  backing 
of  the  military  and  the  support  of  the 
northern  elites.  He  openly  supported  the 
introduction  of  sharia  in  the  north,  say- 
ing that  “sharia  is  not  a new  thing  and 
it’s  not  a thing  to  be  afraid  of... the  fed- 
eral government  would  not  dispute  the 
rights  of  states  to  use  it”  (London  Guar- 
dian. 20  August). 

An  outcry  of  protests  filled  the  impe- 
rialist press  following  the  sentencing  of 
Amina  Lawal.  The  European  Union,  the 
U.S.  State  Department  and  the  Canadian 
government  all  joined  in  condemning  the 
“gross  violation  of  human  rights.”  Noth- 
ing could  be  more  cynical  coming  from 
the  imperialist  powers,  who  in  their  own 
countries  promote  attacks  on  women’s 
rights,  most  graphically  shown  by  the 
attacks  on  abortion  rights  and  the  axing 
of  welfare  in  the  U.S.  On  September 
9.  Regina  Norman  Danson,  a Ghanaian 
woman  seeking  asylum  in  the  U.S.  to 
escape  genital  mutilation  in  her  country, 
was  arrested  and  now  faces  loss  of  her 
passport  and  deportation  on  the  bogus 
claim  that  she  fabricated  her  story. 

The  imperialists  have  never  had  the 
least  concern  for  women  in  the  countries 
they  sought  to  dominate  and  exploit.  For 
centuries,  these  powers  enslaved  black 
Africans  and  plundered  the  continent. 
Most  recently,  it  was  these  powers  that 
“liberated”  Kabul  in  Afghanistan,  install- 
ing the  regime  of  the  Northern  Alliance 
cutthroats,  which  has  kept  all  the  barbaric 
sharia  laws  of  the  Taliban,  only  slightly 
“modified.”  A leading  Afghan  judge 
declared  that  those  convicted  of  “adul- 
tery” would  still  be  stoned  to  death. ..but 
with  smaller  stones. 

For  Permanent  Revolution! 

Nigeria,  with  over  300  ethnic  groups 
cobbled  together  into  an  amalgam  of  a 
nation,  is  a creation  of  British  colonialists 
following  the  carve-up  of  the  continent  at 
the  conference  of  Berlin  in  1884.  The 
main  ethnic  groups  are  the  Hausa.  the 
Ibo  and  the  Yoruba.  who  form  about  70 
percent  of  the  population  and  lord  it  over 
the  hundreds  of  other  smaller  ethnic 
groupings.  The  Hausa.  who  dominate  the 
north,  are  mostly  Muslims;  the  Ibo  in  the 
east  are  mostly  Christian;  the  Yoruba  in 
the  southwest  are  divided  between  Mus- 
lims and  Christians.  Kept  divided  and 
continued  on  page  13 


Nigerian 
women 
shut  down 
ChevronTexaco 
oil  facilities  In 
July,  protesting 
desperate  living 
conditions  and 
demanding 
employment  for 
their  families. 
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Venezuela 

CIA  Targets  Chavez 


The  clash  between  backers  and  foes  of 
Venezuelan  nationaliM  strongman  Hugo 
Chdvez  has  reached  a fever  pitch  that 
recalls  the  atmosphere  leading  up  to  last 
April's  short-lived  coup.  That  military 
putsch  was  carried  out  with  the  bless- 
ing of  the  U.S.  imperialists,  who  despise 
Chavez  for  his  populist  posture  and, 
above  all.  his  sale  of  oil  and  other  acts 
of  support  to  Castro's  Cuba.  This  sum- 
mer. as  they  did  before  the  April  coup, 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  middle-  and 
upper-class  anti-Chdvez  demonstrators 
filled  the  streets  of  Caracas  calling  for 
the  president's  ouster,  while  his  sup- 
porters from  the  city's  slums  lined 
the  sidewalks  jeering  at  the  marchers. 
Opposition  politicians  are  openly  calling 
for  another  military  coup  or  even  for 
Chdvez's  death. 

The  April  12  coup  had  Washington’s 
paw  prints  all  over  it.  In  the  months  lead- 
ing up  to  the  coup,  U.S.  officials  repeat- 
edly met  with  Venezuelan  business  and 
military  leaders  who  opposed  Chdvez  and 
later  played  prominent  roles  in  the  mili- 
tary takeover.  The  budget  earmarked  for 
Venezuelan  opposition  groups  by  the 
National  Endowment  for  Democracy 
(NED),  a CIA  front,  was  quadrupled  to 
more  than  $877,000.  According  to  the 
London  Guardian  (29  April),  U.S.  navy 
ships  "helped  with  communications  jam- 
ming support  to  the  Venezuelan  military.” 
The  day  of  the  coup,  the  head  of  the  Inter- 
national Republican  Institute,  the  Repub- 
lican Party's  conduit  for  international 
political  subversion,  proclaimed.  "The 
Venezuelan  people  rose  up  to  defend 
democracy  in  their  country.”  But  as  the 
coup  quickly  unraveled,  within  two  days 
Washington  was  furiously  backpedaling. 

On  the  ground,  the  coup  was  carried 
out  by  anti-Chdvez  businessmen  and  mil- 
itary officers  in  an  unholy  alliance  with 


Reuters 


Chavez  welcomes  Fidel  Castro  to 
Venezuela,  August  2001.  Chavez’s 
dealings  with  Cuba  have  incensed 
U.S.  imperialists. 

the  notoriously  pro-imperialist  leadership 
of  the  corporatist  CTV  trade-union  fed- 
eration. The  CTV  oil  union  tops  and  the 
oil  bosses  had  been  staging  joint  shut- 
downs and  protests  for  months.  After 
weeks  of  confrontations  triggered  by 
Chavez’s  decision  to  replace  executives 
of  the  state-owned  oil  company,  on  April 
9 the  CTV  and  the  bosses’  National 
Chamber  of  Commerce  (Fedecdmaras) 
jointly  called  a general  strike.  When  gun- 
men fired  on  a mass  anti-Chdvez  demon- 
stration. the  military  high  command 
moved  in  to  arrest  Chavez  and  install 
FedecJimaras  head  Pedro  Carmona  in  the 
Miraflores  presidential  palace. 

But  thousands  of  Chavez’s  supporters 
soon  poured  out  of  the  wretched  slums 
around  Caracas,  blockading  roads,  seiz- 
ing television  stations  and  surrounding 
the  Miraflores  palace.  Military  officers 
began  shifting  their  support  back  to 
Chdvez.  According  to  the  London  Guard- 
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ian  (13  May),  hundreds  of  pro-Chdvez 
troops  were  hidden  in  the  cellar  of  Mira- 
flores. Once  Carmona  was  inside,  the 
commander  phoned  him  "to  tell  him  that, 
with  troops  virtually  under  his  chair,  he 
was  as  much  a hostage  as  Mr  Chavez." 
The  new  president  resigned  less  than  48 
hours  after  taking  office. 


The  popular  outpouring  that  helped  to 
bring  Chavez  back  to  power  was  fueled 
by  outrage  at  the  venal  Venezuelan  ruling 
class  and  their  imperialist  masters  in 
Washington.  Over  the  last  century,  the 
enormous  income  from  oil.  the  country’s 
principal  export,  has  simply  fattened  the 
wallets  of  the  imperialists  and  their  jun- 
ior partners  in  Venezuela.  Thirty  years 
ago.  per  capita  income  in  Venezuela  was 
higher  than  in  Japan.  Today.  68  percent  of 
the  population  lives  below  the  official 
poverty  line.  Nearly  half  the  workforce 
ekes  out  a living  on  the  margins  of  the 
economy  as  street  vendors,  gypsy  cab 
drivers  and  day  laborers.  This  desperately 
poor  layer,  seeing  in  Chdvez’s  populist 
rhetoric  some  hope  for  a decent  life,  is  the 
base  of  his  “Bolivarian  Movement.”  They 
have  been  used  by  Chdvez  as  a battering 
ram  against  the  unions,  whose  .sellout 
leadership,  tied  to  the  capitalists  and  U.S. 
imperialism,  looks  like  anything  but  a 
champion  of  the  country’s  dispossessed. 

As  in  virtually  all  interventions  by 
U.S.  imperialism  in  Latin  America,  the 
wretched  bureaucrats  of  the  AFL-CIO, 
loyal  servitors  of  their  capitalist  masters, 
were  in  the  baggage  train.  The  AFL- 
CIO’s  international  arm,  the  American 
Center  for  International  Labor  Solidarity, 
served  as  a conduit  for  NED  funds,  chan- 
neling $154,377  to  the  Venezuelan  CTV. 
Two  months  before  the  coup,  the  AFL- 
CIO  sponsored  a U.S.  tour  by  CTV  tops, 
paid  for  by  the  NED.  The  CTV  bureau- 
crats who  participated  in  a closed  forum 
in  Washington  reportedly  “noted  that 
they  were  here  to  discuss  the  chances  for 
a coup"  {Labor  Notes,  May  2002). 

The  "AFL-CIA”  labor  traitors  were 
also  involved  in  the  1964  overthrow  of 
the  nationalist  Goulart  regime  in  Brazil, 
the  1965  invasion  of  Santo  Domingo  by 
U.S.  Marines  and  the  1983  invasion  of 
Grenada,  among  other  CIA  operations. 
For  decades,  the  AFL-CIO  intervened  in 
Latin  America  through  its  “American 
Institute  for  Free  Labor  Development" 
(AIFLD).  a front  for  anti-labor.  CIA- 
sponsored  operations  founded  in  1962  as 
an  adjunct  of  the  Alliance  for  Progress. 
President  Kennedy’s  response  to  the  1959 
Cuban  Revolution.  One  of  the  AIFLD's 
specialties  was  organizing  strikes  to  help 
destabilize  regimes  that  Washington  op- 
posed. Its  most  successful  operation  was 


the  1973  truckers  “strike"  in  Chile,  which 
was  instrumental  in  bringing  down  the 
Chilean  Popular  Unity  government  of  Sal- 
vador Allende,  paving  the  way  for  a blood- 
bath of  tens  of  thousands  of  workers  and 
leftists  under  the  Pinochet  dictatorship. 

The  U.S.  officials  who  worked  with  the 
Venezuelan  coup  plotters  were  all  vet- 


erans of  Reagan-era  covert  operations 
against  leftist  guerrillas  in  Nicaragua. 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  Western 
Hemisphere  Affairs  Otto  Reich,  who 
secretly  raised  money  for  the  CIA’s  Nica- 
raguan contras  in  the  1980s  and  was  once 
U.S.  ambassador  to  Venezuela,  met  with 
a number  of  anti-Ch^vez  figures,  includ- 
ing CTV  head  Carlos  Ortega,  in  the 
months  leading  up  to  the  coup.  Mean- 
while, leading  Democrats,  while  chiding 
Bush  for  openly  applauding  the  coup, 
covered  for  the  administration  by  claim- 
ing that  there  was  “no  evidence"  ^at  U.S. 
officials  were  actively  involved.  Demo- 
cratic senator  Christopher  Dodd,  chair- 
man of  the  Western  Hemisphere  subcom- 
mittee of  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations 
Committee,  commissioned  a report  that 
concluded  that  actions  by  U.S.  officials 
“were  consistent  with  U.S.  policy.” 

For  over  a century.  U.S.  policy  in  Latin 
America  has  consisted  of  a bloody  trail  of 
military  interventions,  coups  and  death 
squads.  Under  Democrats  and  Republi- 
cans alike,  the  U.S.  imperialists  have 
treated  Latin  America  as  their  god-given 
empire  to  be  lorded  over  and  pillaged  at 
will.  Today,  in  the  name  of  the  “war  on 
drugs,"  Bush  has  sharply  escalated  Clin- 
ton’s policy  of  U.S.  military  involvement 
in  the  Colombian  government’s  dirty  war 
against  guerrilla  insurgents.  Above  all. 
for  more  than  four  decades  the  two  parties 
of  American  capitalism  have  sought  to 
roll  back  the  gains  of  the  Cuban  Revolu- 
tion. including  through  invasion,  airplane 
hijackings,  assassinations  and  other  acts 
of  terror,  and  economic  sanctions  aimed  at 
starving  the  population.  Down  with  the 
embargo!  Defend  Cuba  against  imperial- 
ist attack  and  internal  counterrevolution! 
U.S.  hands  off  Latin  America! 

Chavez:  Populist  Rhetoric, 

Petty  Changes 

Chdvez  regained  the  presidency  fol- 
lowing the  short-lived  coup  chastened  by 
the  prospect  of  losing  power  and  calling 
for  "reconciliation”  with  the  opposition. 
He  withdrew  his  appointees  at  the  head  of 
the  state  oil  company  and  named  the  sec- 
retary general  of  OPEC  to  run  the  com- 
pany. A leader  of  the  coup.  General  Lucas 
Romero  Rinc6n.  was  named  to  head  the 
armed  forces.  Chdvez  toned  down  criti- 
cism of  “Plan  Colombia.”  Washington’s 


military  drive  against  rebels  in  that  coun- 
try.  He  expressed  penitence  over  his  ear- 
lier  diatribes  against  the  Catholic  hierar- 
chy. Oil  shipments  to  Cuba  were  abruptly 
cut  off  (they  were  restored  earlier  this 
month).  ChSvez  supporters  in  the  National 
Assembly  promised  to  “adjust"  laws  lim- 
iting land  holdings,  restricting  foreign 


investment  and  increasing  royalties  paid 
by  foreign  oil  companies. 

But  despite  his  concessions  to  the  U.S. 
imperialists,  Chdvez,  as  demonstrated  by 
the  ongoing  protests  against  him.  still 
faces  the  prospect  of  an  overthrow  Essen- 
tially undamaged  by  the  reversal  of  the 
April  coup,  the  Venezuelan  bourgeoisie 
maintains  its  confidence  in  its  ability  to 
oust  Chlvez. 

The  measures  reversed  by  Chavez  after 
the  coup  had  been  touted  as  the  center- 
piece of  his  “Bolivarian  Revolution," 
Chdvez  is  a bourgeois  populist  dema- 
gogue who  came  to  power  four  years  ago 
cynically  promising  to  raise  living  stan- 
dards for  the  poor,  increase  social  benefits 
and  distribute  land  to  the  peasanl^  The 
Venezuelan  masses  were  fed  up  with  the 
traditional  bourgeois  parties.  Democratic 
Action  and  the  pro-Catholic  COPEI. 
which  promised  pie  in  the  sky  when  oil 
prices  went  up  and  came  down  with  the 
naked  fist  of  repression  when  prices  fell. 
In  1989.  hundreds  of  people  were  killed 
in  the  Caracazo.  when  the  populace  of 
Caracas,  enraged  by  the  government’s 
IMF-imposed  austerity  program,  stormed 
into  the  streets.  Three  years  later.  Chavez 
came  to  prominence  by  leading  a failed 
coup  against  that  same  government. 

Chdvez  won  the  adoration  of  many  of 
the  country’s  poor  through  his  cultivated 
image  of  a baseball-loving  man  of  the 
people  and.  in  a country  of  glaring  racist 
discrimination,  his  open  pride  in  his 
indigenous  origins.  He  played  to  his  base 
with  irreverence  toward  the  worthies  of 
the  nation,  calling  the  rich  the  "squalid 
ones”  and  referring  to  Catholic  bishops 
as  “devils  in  vestments.”  He  particularly 
infuriated  the  church  by  failing  to  in- 
clude an  unequivocal  ban  on  abortion 
in  the  new  constitution.  (The  church 
responded  by  declaring  that  the  floods  in 
1999  that  killed  10,000  people  were  “th'i 
wrath  of  god”  in  response  to  Chdvez  s 
impudence.)  Chdvez  also  gained  popu- 
larity with  his  gestures  of  opposition  to 
U.S.  imperialism,  such  as  his  support  W 
the  FARC  guerrillas  in  Colombia,  his 
visit  to  Saddam  Hussein’s  Iraq  and  his 
denunciation  of  the  U.S.  bombing  of 
Afghanistan. 

The  Clinton  administration  was  more 
or  less  willing  to  live  with  this  thorn  m 
their  side  as  long  as  the  oil  continued  to 

WORKERS  VANGUARD 


AP  photos 


Venezuelan  National  Guard  tear-gasses  anti-Ch^vez  protesters  on  April  11  In 
Caracas.  Right:  Chavez  supporters  demonstrate  on  May  Day.  Sign  reads 
“Chavez  Is  the  Messiah,  Bush  Is  Lucifer." 


U.S.  soldier  directs  Colombian  troops  In  military  exercise  south  of  Bogota, 
part  of  “anti-drug”  war  of  terror  against  peasants  and  workers. 


flow.  But  even  before  Bush  entered  the 
While  House,  his  aides  heralded  a harder 
line  toward  Chivez.  The  Bush  adminis- 
tration is  filled  with  veterans  of  U.S. 
imperialism’s  counterrevolutionary  terror 
in  Ccnual  America  in  the  1980s.  includ- 
ing Elliot  Abrams,  who  presided  over  the 
CIA’s  contra  war  in  Nicaragua,  and  cur- 
rent United  Nations  ambassador  John 
Negropontc,  who  oversaw  savage  repres- 
sion in  Honduras.  Counterrevolutionary 
Cuban  guranor  (worms),  including  Reich, 
hold  eight  of  the  top  twelve  positions 
in  the  Latin  America  sections  of  the 
State  Department  and  the  Pentagon.  The 
London  Guardian  (8  February)  reported 
that  Reich  helped  secure  the  release  of 
Orlando  Bosch,  who  bombed  a Cuban 
airliner  in  Caracas,  adding:  “Amazingly. 
Bosch  was  granted  a pardon  by  George 
Bush  senior  in  1990  and  is  now  in  Flor- 
ida, apparently  untroubled  by  the  current 
president’s  commitment  to  rooting  out 
terrorism  in  all  its  forms.” 

Upon  coming  to  power.  Chdvez  tried  to 
bring  Venezuela’s  powerful  oil  workers 
union  to  heel.  He  assumed  office  declar- 
ing that  the  CTV  “must  be  demolished.” 
But  a three-day  strike  by  oil  workers  in 
October  2000  won  a pay  raise  that 
Chfivez  had  previously  sworn  never  to 
accept.  TVvo  months  later,  a union-busting 
referendum  was  called  by  Chavez  to 
place  the  CTV  under  his  thumb.  But  the 
CTV  called  for  a boycott  and  only  25  per- 
cent of  eligible  voters  participated.  When 
chavista  thugs  in  some  localities  sought 
to  take  over  union  locals,  they  were  dri- 
ven out  by  CTV  members. 

The  role  of  populists  like  Chdvez  is  to 
protect  the  capitalist  order  by  deflecting 
the  just  rage  of  the  oppressed  masses. 
While  spouting  empty  rhetoric  against 
the  rich.  Chavez  has  deregulated  the 
banking  system,  privatized  die  Caracas 
electrical  system  and  scrupulously  re- 
spected the  agreements  with  the  IMF 
negotiated  by  his  predecessor.  Chivez’s 
proclamation  of  an  “agrarian  revolution” 
drove  the  large  landowners  into  a frenzy 
and  raised  enormous  expectations  in  a 
country  where  a .scant  3 percent  of  farm- 
ers own  70  percent  of  the  arable  land.  But 
the  big  estates  remain  intact,  and  peasant 
leaders  are  being  gunned  down  by  the 
landowners’  hired  killers  at  the  rate  of  a 
dozen  per  year. 

For  Workers  Revolution 
in  Venezuela! 

Over  the  past  decade,  the  dominant 
model  for  imperialist  exploitation  In  the 
Third  World  has  been  IMF-dictated  “free 
market”  neoliberalism  and  privatization 
of  state  indusUy.  The  IMF’s  ability  to  dic- 
tate draconian  economic  austerity  is  in 
large  part  based  on  the  absence  of  the 
Soviet  Union  as  a counterweight  to  the 
imperialists.  At  the  same  time,  the  current 
economic  crisis  in  Latin  America,  from 


Argentina  to  Mexico,  is  producing  a 
broader  shift  in  the  political-ideological 
climate  away  from  neoliberalism  back 
toward  the  nationalist  populism  espoused 
by  Chdvez  and  identified  most  closely 
with  Perrin’s  Argentina  in  the  1940s 
and  ’50s.  where  wide  sectors  of  indus- 
try were  nationalized.  While  we  defend 
nationalizations  carried  out  against  impe- 
rialism. these  in  no  sense  free  those 
industries  from  capitalist  domination. 

The  nationalization  of  Venezuela’s  oil 
industry  is  a case  in  point.  A decade  after 
oil  was  discovered  beneath  Lake  Mara- 
caibo in  1917.  Venezuela  had  become  the 
world’s  leading  exporter  of  oil.  But  the 
beneficiaries  of  that  fabulous  wealth  were 
Royal  Dutch  Shell  and  Standard  Oil.  In 
1976.  the  oil  industry  was  nationalized. 
But  the  flow  of  profits  to  the  imperialist 
corporations  was  guaranteed  through  a 
system  of  royalties,  technology  purchases 
and  consulting  fees.  Petrrileos  de  Vene- 
zuela became  a state  within  the  state,  its 
policies  set  largely  by  the  imperialist  cor- 
porations which  bought  its  output  and 
sold  it  its  capital  goods.  The  autonomous 
units  that  made  up  the  new  state  corpora- 
tion were  the  old  imperialist  subsidiaries 
under  new  names  (Standard  Oil  became 
Lagoven,  Mobil  was  Llanoven,  etc.).  Even 
management  was  left  intact. 

More  generally,  as  Leon  Trotsky 
pointed  out  in  regard  to  Mexico’s  oil 
expropriation  in  the  late  1930s,  such 
bourgeois  nationalizations  are  eminently 
reversible  under  the  pressure  of  imperial- 
ism: “Only  lamentable  Utopians  can  rep- 
resent the  future  of  Mexico,  as  well 
as  any  other  colonial  or  semicolonial 
country,  as  one  of  a constant  accumu- 
lation of  reforms  and  conquests  until 
complete  and  definite  emancipation  has 
arrived”  (“Ignorance  Is  Not  a Revolu- 
tionary Instrument,”  January  1939). 

At  bottom,  populism  and  economic 
neoliberalism  are  simply  alternative  poli- 


cies of  capitalist  rule,  often  pursued  at 
different  times  by  one  and  the  same  per- 
son. In  Brazil.  Luiz  Inacio  da  Silva  of 
the  Workers  Party  (WP),  the  front-runner 
in  the  campaign  for  next  month’s  presi- 
dential elections,  put  aside  his  populist 
rhetoric  this  summer  to  embrace  a $30 
billion  IMF  bailout  package,  promis- 
ing, if  elected,  to  respect  the  austerity 
measures  that  were  part  of  the  deal.  At 
the  same  time,  the  U.S.  is  certainly 
unhappy  at  the  prospect  of  "Lula,”  as  he 
is  known,  winning  the  Brazilian  election. 
Already,  major  firms  closely  associated 
with  the  Bush  administration,  like  Mor- 
gan Stanley  Dean  Witter  and  Merrill 
Lynch,  downgraded  Brazil's  investment 
rating  because  of  Lula’s  potential  vic- 
tory. sending  the  Brazilian  stock  market 
tumbling  and  destroying  millions  in  local 
investments. 

Following  the  collapse  of  the  April 
coup  in  Venezuela,  the  Wall  Street  Jour- 
nal (15  April)  editorialized: 

“The  turmoil  is  also  a reminder  of  Latin 
America’s  dangerous  deterioration.  Most 
U.S.  media  haven’t  noticed,  but  half  of 
that  continent  is  in  political  or  eco- 
nomic trouble,  or  both,  following  a 
decade  of  U.S.  mistakes  and  neglect. 
Maybe  the  Chavez  fiasco  will  alert  Amer- 
ican elites. ..to  slop  indulging  Cold  War 
grudges  and  start  addressing  current 
problems  in  the  region." 

This  mouthpiece  of  American  finance 
capital  is  concerned  that  years  of  accumu- 
lated social  tinder  could  explode  and  set 
all  of  Latin  America  aflame.  The  ongoing 
collapse  of  Argentina  has  triggered  crises 
from  Uruguay  to  Brazil  and  beyond.  In 
Bolivia,  a populist  candidate  openly  hos- 
tile to  U.S.  imperialism  nearly  finished 
first  in  the  recent  presidential  election.  In 
Colombia,  the  installation  of  the  right- 
wing  Uribe  regime  and  escalating  U.S. 
military  intervention  could  transform  the 
longstanding,  low-level  guerrilla  insur- 
gency into  a full-scale  civil  war. 

Crucial  to  breaking  the  unending  cycle 


of  bourgeois-nationalist  demagogues  and 
neoliberal  imperialist  puppets  is  the  mo- 
bilization of  the  working  ma.sses  through- 
out Latin  America  independently  of  and 
against  all  manner  of  bourgeois  forces, 
populist  or  otherwise.  Venezuela’s  own 
history  demonstrates  that  the  bourgeoisie, 
irrevocably  tied  by  a thousand  threads  to 
its  imperialist  masters  and  fearful  of  and 
hostile  to  the  proletariat,  will  not  and  can- 
not bring  any  real  solution  to  the  desper- 
ate situation  of  its  working  people. 

It  is  only  the  working  class,  putting 
it.self  at  the  head  of  the  struggle  for  jus- 
tice and  freedom  for  the  country’s  masses 
of  poor  and  oppressed  people,  that  has  the 
social  power  to  end  the  rule  of  the  foreign 
imperialists  and  their  local  lackeys.  A 
successful  workers  revolution  that  brings 
the  proletariat  to  power  will  expropriate 
the  local  and  imperialist  bourgeoisies, 
give  land  to  the  peasants  and  cancel  the 
country’s  foreign  debt.  The  U.S.  and 
other  imperialist  powers  would  certainly 
move  to  crush  such  a revolutionary  re- 
gime. Key  to  the  survival  of  a workers  rev- 
olution in  Venezuela  is  its  international 
extension  to  the  rest  of  Latin  America  and 
into  the  imperialist  United  States  itself. 

The  burning  need  in  Venezuela  and 
throughout  Latin  America  is  the  forging 
of  authentic  Leninist-Trotskyist  parties. 
Such  parties  would  call  for  the  full  inde- 
pendence of  the  trade  unions  from  the 
bourgeois  state.  They  would  act,  in 
Lenin’s  words,  as  the  “tribune  of  the  peo- 
ple,” rallying  all  those  suffering  under  the 
capitalist  yoke  to  the  cause  of  the  prole- 
tariat. They  would  emblazon  on  their  ban- 
ners the  fight  for  women’s  liberation, 
combatting  machismo  and  backward 
Catholic  attitudes  and  raising  demands 
for  the  full  integration  of  women  into  the 
workforce  at  equal  pay.  They  would  fight 
for  free  abortion  on  demand  as  part  of  the 
struggle  for  free,  quality  health  care  for 
all.  and  for  full  democratic  rights  for 
homosexuals. 

To  liberate  themselves  from  Wall 
Street  debt  peonage,  the  workers  of  Latin 
America  must  be  won  to  the  principles 
and  program  of  proletarian  international- 
ism. embodied  in  the  fight  to  reforge  a 
Trotskyist  Fourth  International.  As  the 
Fourth  International  stated  at  its  found- 
ing in  1938  in  ’Theses  on  the  World 
Role  of  American  Imperialism”: 

“None  of  the  countries  of  Latin  America 
or  ihe  Pacific  which  are  now  under  the 
domination  of  American  imperialism  to 
one  degree  or  another  is  able  either  to 
attain  complete  freedom  from  foreign 
oppression  or  to  retain  such  freedom  for 
any  length  of  time  if  it  confines  its  strug- 
gle to  the  efforts  of  its  own  self.  Only  a 
union  of  the  Latin  American  peoples, 
striving  towards  the  goal  of  a united 
socialist  America  and  dlied  in  the  strug- 
gle with  the  revolutionary  proletariat  of 
the  United  States,  would  present  a force 
strong  enough  to  contend  successfully 
with  North  American  imperialism."* 


IG  on  Venezuela 

Opportunism  Makes  Strange  Bedfellows 


One  of  the  positions  most  passionately 
defended  by  the  cynical  centrists  of  the 
Internationalist  Group  (IG)  is  their  asser- 
tion that  the  CTM  unions  in  Mexico, 
because  they  are  linked  to  the  bourgeois 
Institutional  Revolutionary  Party  (PRI). 
"arc  not  workers’  unions  any  more 
than  are  the  company  unions  i^sindicatos 
hlancos)  sponsored  by  the  right-wing 
Pan  (National  Action  Parly);  rather,  they 
are  apparatuses  for  bourgeois  control  of 
the  workers”  (Internationalist,  Summer 
2001).  The  CTM,  proclaims  the  IG,  is  an 
agency  for  “police  control  over  the  work- 
^ (El  Intemacionalista,  March  2000). 
•ne  IG  has  fiercely  denounced  us  for 
j^t'ng  that  the  CTM  unions,  despite 
corporatist.  i.e.,  unions  that  are 
organically  tied  to  the  bosses’  parlies 
and/or  their  state,  are  also  “forced  to 
rnobilizc  their  base  every  once  in  a while” 
'^No.  748.  15  December  2000). 
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If.  as  the  IG  insists,  the  corporatist 
CTM  “represents  the  class  enemy"  (El 
Intemacionalisla/Edicion  Mexico,  May 
2001),  what  does  that  make  the  Venezue- 
lan CTV  union  federation?  The  CTV  has 
been  lied  from  its  inception  to  the  bour- 
geois Democratic  Action  (AD)  party, 
which  ruled  Venezuela  for  much  of  the 
last  six  decades.  And  as  its  central  role 
in  the  U.S. -orchestrated  coup  attempt 
against  the  Chdvez  regime  last  April 
showed,  the  CTV  bureaucracy  has  also 
acted  as  a direct  agency  of  Yankee  impe- 
rialism. But  in  a lengthy  article  on  the 
CTV  dated  November  2000,  the  IG  did 
not  have  a word  about  the  Venezuelan 
unions  being  “corporatist  strailjackets.” 
“police”  agencies  or  the  “class  enemy.” 
Curious  indeed.  Being  on  the  CIA’s  take 
is  apparently  only  a venial  sin  in  the  IG’s 
opportunist  catechism,  whereas  support 
for  the  nationalist  PRI  is  a mortal  one. 


The  IG’s  statement,  posted  on  its  Web 
site  only  in  Spanish,  came  a month  before 
Chdvez  rammed  through  a referendum 
allowing  him  to  “renovate”  the  CTV  lead- 
ership through  government-supervised 
elections.  Under  the  headline  “Against 
Chilvez,  the  Slock  Market  and  the  IMF — 
Venezuela:  Mobilize  Workers  Power  to 
Defeat  the  Anti-Union  Referendum!”  the 
IG  declared:  “Despite  their  sellout  leader- 
ships. the  unions  are  workers  organiza- 
tions. and  it  is  urgent  to  defend  them 
against  the  capitalist  state  that  seeks  to 
subdue  them  in  order  to  destroy  any 
outbreak  of  proletarian  independence.”  It 
was  indeed  the  duty  of  leftists  to  oppose 
Chdvez’s  reactionary  referendum  and 
defend  the  CTV  unions  against  govern- 
ment attack  and  intervention — just  like 
we.  unlike  the  IG,  defend  the  CTM 
against  the  Mexican  state. 

The  IG  asserted  that  “the  government 


wants  to  punish  the  unions”  following 
a victorious  strike  over  wage  demands 
by  the  powerful  CTV  oil  workers  union 
that  October.  It  criticized  the  CTV 
bureaucrats  for  calling  for  “interna- 
tional sanctions”  against  the  ChSvez 
regime,  counterposing  typically  bom- 
bastic calls  to  “paralyze  the  oilfields,” 
“blockade  the  Stock  Exchange.”  etc.,  etc. 
The  IG  painted  a picture  of  Chdvez  as  a 
stooge  of  the  Caracas  stock  exchange  and 
the  imperialists,  attacking  the  unions  with 
a corrupt  labor  bureaucracy  forced  to 
oppose  him.  But  as  the  range  of  bourgeois 
and  imperialist  opposition  to  the  referen- 
dum demonstrated,  the  picture  was  hardly 
as  clear  cut. 

An  article  in  the  New  York  Times 
(5  December  2000)  after  the  referendum 
reported,  “Opposition  parties  and  local 
labor,  business,  and  human  rights  groups 
continued  on  page  14 
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Young  Spartacus 


Florida  Adoption  Laws 
Piiiory  Women,  Gays 


Government  Out  of  the  Bedroom! 


FREE  ABORTION  ON  DEMANO! 

SOCIALIST  REVOLUTION- 


WV  Photo 

Spartacist/SYC  contingent  at  1992  abortion  rights  protest  in  San  Francisco. 


Updating  the  story  of  The  Scarlet  Letter 
with  a Southern  gothic  twist,  a Florida  law 
enacted  last  October  requires  unmarried 
mothers  offering  their  children  for  adop- 
tion to  take  out  advertisements  detailing 
their  sexual  histories.  Not  only  must  these 
women,  many  of  whom  are  young  and 
impoverished,  pay  to  run  these  ads  in 
newspapers  in  each  city  or  county  where 
conception  might  have  taken  place  for  four 
weeks  running,  they  must  reveal  their 
names  and  physical  descriptions — includ- 
ing race,  their  child's  name,  and  the  names 
and  descriptions  of  any  men  they  might 
have  had  sex  with  in  the  year  before  the 
child's  birth.  Behind  this  adoption  law 
which  stigmati2es  and  humiliates  women 
is  a reactionary  "family  values"  moralism. 
Tlie  slate  has  no  business  scrutinizing 
women's  .sex  lives!  We  say:  Government 
out  of  the  bedroom! 

Seeking  to  overturn  this  barbaric  law. 
an  adoption  lawyer  last  year  filed  suit  on 
behalf  of  six  women,  including  two  vic- 
tims of  rape.  The  judge  made  an  exception 
for  rape  victims  but  ruled  that  the  other 
women  had  no  right  to  privacy  unless  they 
could  prove  that  there  were  other,  “less 
intrusive”  means  for  the  stale  to  determine 
their  children's  paternity.  And  that's  what 
it's  all  about.  Ostensibly  enacted  to  "pro- 
tect the  rights  of  fathers”  who  might  object 
to  such  adoptions  (although  none  to  date 
have  come  forward),  what  this  law  is  really 
about  is  victimizing  women  who  violate 
bourgeois  and  religious  morality  that  man- 
dates marriage,  reinforcing  the  stigma  of 
"illegitimacy”  for  children  bom  out  of 
wedlock,  and  fingering  "deadbeat  dads”  so 
the  stale  can  garnish  their  wages  for  child 
support.  In  addition,  in  the  Deep  .South 
many  women  are  rightly  worried  that  as  a 
result  of  this  law  they  will  be  targeted  by 
white  racists  if  they  admit  to  having  sex 
with  black  men. 

Adoption  law  has  long  been  a club 
in  the  hands  of  the  religious  right  as  it 
seeks  to  enforce  the  sanctity  of  the  bour- 
geois family  at  the  expense  of  poor  and 
unwanted  children,  which  is  every  bit  the 
case  in  the  stale  of  Florida.  In  1977,  after 
the  Miami  city  council  passed  a law  pro- 
hibiting discrimination  based  on  sexual 
preference — a simple  democratic  right — 
religious  fundamentalists,  led  by  smarmy 
has-been  beauty  queen  and  dims  indus- 
try shill  Anita  Bryant,  mounted  a vicious 
hale  campaign  which  succeeded  in  repeal- 
ing the  ordinance  later  that  year. 

On  the  heels  of  this  right-wing  victory, 
the  governor  of  Florida  signed  outrageous 
legislation  outlawing  any  child’s  adop- 
tion by  homo.sexual  parents.  A prominent 
backer  of  Bryant's  anti-gay  emsade  and 
one  of  the  main  sponsors  of  this  adoption 
law.  former  state  Senator  Curtis  Peterson, 
said  at  the  time  that  it  sent  a message  to 
homosexuals  that  "we  arc  tired  of  you  and 
wish  you  would  go  back  into  the  closet.” 
On  September  10.  voters  in  Florida's 
Dade  County  barely  defeated  a proposal 
to  repeal  a section  of  the  county's  "human 
rights”  ordinance  banning  discrimination 
against  homosexuals  in  employment  and 
housing. 

Although  at  least  three  court  cases  have 
challenged  the  ban  on  adoption  by  gays. 
Florida's  judicial  system  has  steadfastly 
upheld  it.  The  most  recent  suit,  filed  by 
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the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union  in 
1997,  will  be  heard  by  the  Eleventh  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  Appeals  this  winter,  the  first 
time  the  law  has  been  challenged  in  fed- 
eral court.  Former  daytime  talk-show  host 
Rosie  O'Donnell  has  been  publicizing  the 
case  of  one  couple,  both  pediatric  nurses, 
who  are  foster  parents  to  five  children 
classified  as  HIV-positive  and  therefore 
“unadoptable”  by  the  slate  of  Florida. 
Now  that  one  of  the  children  has  tested 
negative,  he  has  been  reclassified  "adopt- 
able.”  but  the  only  parents  he's  ever 
known  are  barred  from  adopting  him. 

Although  Florida  and  the  Southern 
"Bible  Belt”  are  particularly  notorious  for 
state-sponsored  anti-gay  and  anti-woman 
bigotry,  such  laws  are  not  restricted 
to  south  of  the  Mason-Dixon  line.  New 
Hampshire,  for  example,  also  explicitly 
prohibits  gay  adoption.  Elsewhere,  the 
issue  of  gay  marriage  has  reactionaries 
up  in  amts  from  Hawaii  to  Massachusetts. 
As  Marxists,  we  stand  in  opposition  to  all 
forms  of  persecution  and  discrimination 
against  gays,  lesbians  and  all  others 
whose  sexual  identity  does  not  conform 
to  the  norms  of  bourgeois  society.  We 
demand  the  immediate  repeal  of  all  anti- 
homosexual laws  and  all  legislation  out- 
lawing so-called  "crimes  against  nature” 
(such  as  "sodomy”).  We  stand  for  the 
democratic  right  of  privacy  and  oppose 
all  legislation  or  other  state  action  which 
intrudes  on  private  affairs  between  con- 
senting parties.  Those  who  defend  dem- 
ocratic rights  must  adamantly  champion 
the  rights  of  the  more  vulnerable  social 
groups,  which  will  be  targets  in  today’s 
climate  of  increasing  slate  repression. 

Closely  intertwined  with  anti-homosex- 
ual bigotry,  which  incites  savage  anti-gay 
attacks  like  the  1998  murder  of  Matthew 
Shepard  in  Wyoming,  is  the  anti-abortion 
backlash.  Spearheading  this  backlash  are 


the  Catholic  church  and  various  "right  to 
life”  outfits,  often  closely  linked  with 
fascistic  elements,  such  as  those  behind 
the  sinister  "Nuremberg  files”  Web  site 
targeting  abortion  providers  for  assassi- 
nation. There  is  a history  of  violent  anti- 
abortion  terrorism  in  Florida,  from  the 
murder  of  abortion  providers  to  the  bomb- 
ing of  clinics  by  right-wing  religious 
fundamentalists  linked  to  the  Ku  Klux 
Klan.  As  for  the  stale  government,  it 
offers  “Choose  Life”  license  plates  and 
uses  the  proceeds  to  fund  anti-abortion 
"counseling  centers.”  The  new  adoption 
law  nakedly  exposes  the  claim  by  these 
anti-abortion  forces  to  support  adoption 
of  unwanted  children. 

Women's  rights,  like  homosexuality,  is 
seen  as  a challenge  to  the  bourgeois  family 
and  the  ideological  and  moral  struc- 
tures that  enshrine  it.  For  revolutionists. 


women’s  liberation  and  the  defense  of 
democratic  rights  for  homosexuals  are 
inextricably  linked  to  the  goat  of  replacing 
the  family  as  an  economic  and  legal  unit 
in  a socialist  society.  For  so  long  as  the 
family  remains  the  key  institution  for  the 
oppression  of  women  in  class  society, 
"family  values”  based  on  religion,  chastity 
and  "morality”  will  constitute  a conser- 
vatizing  ideology  used  to  regiment  the 
population  and  prop  up  bourgeois  “law 
and  order.” 

In  Iowa,  the.se  forces  of  "law  and  order'' 
are  attacking  women’s  right  to  control  their 
own  medical  record.s.  as  a district  court 
judge  has  ordered  all  hospitals  and  clinics 
in  the  Storm  Lake  area  to  turn  over  the 
names  of  women  whose  pregnancy  tests 
were  positive  between  August  2001  and 
May  2002.  This  state  attempt  to  snoop  into 
the  private  lives  of  hundreds  of  women, 
supposedly  in  search  of  the  mother  of  a 
dead  baby  found  in  a dump,  has  been 
opposed  by  the  operators  of  the  local 
Planned  Parenthood  clinic,  who  have 
appealed  the  case  to  the  state  Supreme 
Court.  Already  the  number  of  pregnancy 
tests  performed  at  the  clinic  is  down  70 
percent.  Down  with  the  government  sex 
snoops! 

Such  invasions  of  privacy  are  becom- 
ing more  and  more  frequent,  as  the  anti- 
abortion Bush  White  House  builds  on 
the  policies  of  the  previous  Democratic 
administration,  emboldening  right-wing 
forces  nationwide.  From  the  campaign  to 
replace  sex  education  with  "abstinence 
only”  preaching  to  the  pushing  of  man- 
datory marriage  and  enforcing  of  reac- 
tionary "statutory  rape”  laws,  women’s 
rights  and  the  rights  of  youth  are  in  the 
cross  hairs  of  an  interventionist  capi- 
talist state.  The  Spartacus  Youth  Clubs 
call  for  free  abortion  on  demand,  free 
24-hour  childcare,  free  quality  health 
care,  jobs  for  all.  open  admissions  to  the 
universities  with  no  tuition  and  a living 
stipend.  But  the  full  liberation  of  women 
cannot  be  achieved  under  capitalism. 
Only  victorious  proletarian  revolution  can 
break  the  chains  of  economic  compul- 
sion which  underlie  the  bourgeois  fam- 
ily. allowing  the  allocation  of  resources 
according  to  human  need  and  not  Wall 
Street  profits.  ■ 


McCracken/Pensacola  News^o“'^ 

Pensacola,  Florida  abortion  clinic  bombing,  December  1984.  SYC  defenos 
abortion  clinics  against  right-wing  terrorist  attacks. 

WORKERS  vanguard 
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Young  Spartacus 


SYC  impromptu  speakout  against  military  recruiters  present  at  Columbia 
University  student  activities  day,  September  6. 
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(continued  from  page  16) 

Moplc.  Ttiis  is  part  of  our  opposition  lo 
ihc  "national  unity"  campaign  and  anti- 
immigrant  witchhunts  of  the  bosses  and 
our  fight  to  organize  and  build  a workers 
party  under  whose  leadership  the  working 
class  can  seize  slate  power  and  expropriate 
the  bourgeoisie.  Anti-imperialism  abroad 
means  class  struggle  at  home! 

In  contrast,  the  reformist  International 
Socialist  Organization  (ISO)  enthuses  over 
building  "the  broadest  possible  anti-war 
movement."  which  in  the  end  is  tailored  to 
liberal,  pro-imperialist  sentiments.  Exactly 
who  the  ISO  wants  in  its  “antiwar  move- 
ment" was  made  clear  at  the  first  meeting 
of  the  ISO-led  Columbia  Anti-War  Coali- 
tion (CAWC)  last  Monday.  After  the  SYC 
put  forward  its  proposal  for  a united-front 
protest  against  war  in  Iraq,  opposition 
surfaced  from  students  worried  about 
alienating  youth  with  "confrontational" 
slogans.  In  fact,  at  the  meeting  the  ISO 
agreed  to  make  opposing  war  in  Iraq  the 
sole  basis  for  participation  in  CAWC  so 
as  to  leave  the  door  open  to  those  who  gen- 
erally support  the  “war  on  terror."  Though 
ISOers  voiced  formal  agreement  with 
our  protest  demands  and  CAWC  adopted 
"points  of  unity”  that  were  variants  of  these 
demands,  two-thirds  voted  against  endors- 
ing the  demonstration. 

For  the  ISO,  keeping  pro-imperialist 
liberals  on  board  its  coalition  came  before 
principled  opposition  to  the  U.S.  govern- 
ment’s "war  on  terror."  of  which  war  in 
Iraq  is  a part.  The  ISO  went  so  far  in 
appeasing  its  coalition  partners  as  to  claim 
it  was  "loo  early"  for  protests.  If  now  is  not 
the  time  for  protest,  then  when?  Once  Iraq 
has  been  reduced  to  a mass  graveyard? 


Guided  more  by  anti-communism  than 
anti-imperialism,  the  ISO  also  refused  to 
join  our  protest  at  the  activities  fair  against 
the  ROTC  military  recruiters,  who  were 
well  within  view  of  the  ISO  literature  table. 

During  the  1991  Persian  Gulf  War,  the 
ISO  likewise  eagerly  joined  with  pro- 
imperialist liberals  in  antiwar  coalitions. 
Falling  in  line  with  the  U.S.  government’s 
war  aim  of  ousting  the  Iraqi  dictator  Sad- 
dam Hussein,  the  ISO  lore  up  its  paper 
opposition  to  sanctions  lo  endorse  dem- 
onstrations calling  for  the  imperialists  to 
impose  sanctions  as  a "peaceful”  alterna- 
tive to  bombing.  Today,  the  ISO  cries 
over  the  1.5  million  victims  of  the  UN- 
sponsored  starvation  blockade,  but  it  got 
what  the  coalition  demo  it  endorsed  asked 
for  at  the  lime,  to  deadly  effect. 

This  is  the  ISO’s  "antiwar"  strategy — 
to  spread  illusions  that  the  "excesses"  of 


capitalism  can  be  alleviated  through  mass 
pressure  on  supposedly  progressive  capi- 
talist forces,  namely  the  Democratic 
Party.  In  a posting  on  its  Web  site,  the  ISO 
looks  kindly  upon  A1  Gore,  who  we  are 
told  "wrote  an  op  ed  piece  in  the  August  4 
New  York  Times  that  made  a sharp  turn 
toward  class  struggle  rhetoric."  and  holds 
out  the  possibility  of  building  the  "move- 
ment" through  "a  break  to  the  left  in 
mainstream  politics.”  The  Democratic 
Party  is  a party  of  racism  and  war!  Most 
of  the  Iraqi  victims  of  the  embargo  died 
under  the  watch  of  the  Democrat  Clinton 
(and  Gore),  about  which  Clinton’s  UN 
ambassador  Madeleine  Albright  reckoned: 
"We  think  the  price  is  worth  it."  In  addi- 
tion, near-daily  U.S.  bombing  in  the  last 
two  years  of  the  Clinton  administration 
killed  hundreds  of  Iraqi  civilians.  Today, 
the  Democrats  fulsomely  support  extend- 


ing the  "war  on  terror."  whether  to  Iraq 
or  elsewhere.  The  main  enemy  is  the  cap- 
italist class  at  home!  Down  with  the  two 
imperialist  war  parties! 

The  ISO’s  faith  in  the  existence  of  a 
progressive  wing  of  the  bourgeoisie  led  it 
to  howl  with  the  imperialist  wolves  in  the 
1980s  against  the  intervention  of  the  Soviet 
Red  Army  into  Afghanistan  during  the 
civil  war  between  Islamic  fundamentalists 
and  forces  favoring  democratic  reforms. 
The  ISO  cast  its  lot  with  the  U.S. -backed, 
women-hating  mujahedin  cutthroats, 
whom  it  called  "freedom  fighters.”  We 
hailed  the  Red  Army,  which  represented 
the  only  hope  for  emancipation  of  the  hid- 
eously oppressed  women  of  Afghanistan. 
Generally,  the  ISO  supported  every  impe- 
rialist-sponsored cause,  no  matter  how 
reactionary,  against  the  Soviet  Union,  the 
world’s  first  workers  state,  where  capital- 
ism was  overthrown.  Opposition  to  impe- 
rialism requires  defense  of  those  gains  the 
international  working  class  has  won. 
We  Trotskyists  unconditionally  militarily 
defended  the  Soviet  Union — a.s  we  defend 
the  remaining  deformed  workers  states  of 
China.  Cuba.  North  Korea  and  Vietnam 
today — against  the  imperialists  and  capi- 
talist restoration.  Simultaneously,  we  fight 
for  workers  political  revolution  to  oust 
the  sellout  Stalinist  bureaucrats  and  bring 
workers  to  power  intemalionaily. 

The  SYC  seeks  to  win  radical  youth  to 
the  perspective  that  only  workers  revolu- 
tion can  break  the  stranglehold  of  the 
imperialist  system  around  the  globe.  We 
stand  on  the  tradition  of  Lenin  and  Trot- 
sky’s Bolshevik  Party,  which  successfully 
led  the  working  class  to  power  in  Russia 
amid  the  carnage  of  interimperialist  war. 
Oppose  the  U.S.  imperialist  war  drive  and 
rally  in  solidarity  with  the  people  of 
Iraq — Join  us  in  protest  this  Wednesday!  m 


Mumia... 

(continued  from  page  16) 

Rachel  Wolkcnslein  (reprinted  in  the  Sep- 
tember 2001  Partisan  Defense  Committee 
pamphlet  "Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is  an  Inno- 
cent Man!"),  the  new  papers  detail  how 
“for  nine  whole  years,  attorney  Weinglass 
and  attorney  Williams  did  more  than  any 
prosecutor  could  ever  do  lo  send  Peti- 
tioner Jamal  to  his  death.  They  strangled  at 
birth  the  evidence  which  shows  that 
he  did  not  kill  Police  Officer  Faulkner 
and.  in  the  process,  jettisoned  numerous 
other  decisive  claims  for  relief.”  Wol- 
kenstein,  who  is  counsel  for  the  PDC. 
resigned  from  the  legal  team  in  1999  pre- 
cisely over  the  suppression  of  the  Beverly 
confession.  As  she  explained  in  her  affi- 
davit, Weinglass’  refusal  to  proceed  with 
Beverly’s  confession  and  other  evidence 
"was  also  my  final  realization  that  Attor- 
ney Weinglass  would  not  carry  out  the 
defense  demanded  by  our  innocent  client." 

That  Weinglass  and  Williams  played 
the  role  of  prosecutor  was  set  forth  for  the 
world  to  see  in  the  publication  last  year  of 
Williams’  false  "inside  account"  of  Jamal’s 
case.  Executing  Justice,  published  shortly 
before  Beverly’s  confession  was  submit- 


ted to  court.  Jamal’s  latest  papers  point  out. 
"Williams  falsely  and  malevolently  sug- 
gests in  his  introduction  lo  Executing  Jus- 
tice, subtitled  ’The  Problem  of  Ambigu- 
ity.’ that  Petitioner  Jamal  is  guilty.  This 
ambiguity,  which  is  the  central  theme  of 
Executing  Justice,  is  something  which 
attorneys  Weinglass  and  Williams  im- 
planted into  Petitioner  Jamal’s  case  by 
suppressing”  evidence  that  someone  else 
shot  officer  Faulkner.  Williams’  declaration 
that  Beverly’s  confession  was  "lunacy” 
was  the  core  argument  used  by  prosecu- 
tors in  fighting  lo  keep  this  conclusive 
evidence  of  Mumia’s  innocence  out  of 
court. 

In  a letter  to  Jamal  last  year.  Weinglass 
acknowledged  that  Williams’  book  was  to 
be  a "pre-emptive  strike”  against  use  of 
the  Beverly  confession,  should  it  later 
emerge.  Jamal’s  new  legal  papers  sum- 
marize. “Among  the  unsavory  motives 
that  Messrs.  Weinglass  and  Williams  had 
in  publishing  the  book  was  that  of  ruth- 
lessly covering  up  the  manner  in  which 
their  own  cowardice  and  mishandling  of 
Petitioner’s  case  over  the  previous  nine 
years,  capped  off  by  their  suppression  of 
Arnold  Beverly’s  confession  and  the  evi- 
dence which  corroborated  it.  had  under- 
mined and  sabotaged  Petitioner's  defense 


at  the  very  same  time  that  they  had 
built  their  careers  on  cynically  and  hypo- 
critically posing  to  the  world  as  his 
courageous  and  self-sacrificing  radical 
lawyers,  fighting  a heroic  battle  against 
‘the  system’.” 

Their  radical  veneer  notwithstanding, 
Weinglass  and  Williams’  outlook  is  prem- 
ised on  absolute  faith  in  the  inherent  jus- 
tice of  the  capitalist  courts.  But  as  Jamal’s 
new  papers  point  out.  his  treatment  by  the 
courts  is  reminiscent  of  the  infamous 
Supreme  Court  decision  in  the  case  of 
fugitive  slave  Dred  Scott  in  1857. 

In  turning  down  Jamal’s  PCRA  appli- 
cation last  year.  Judge  Dembe  dismissed 
the  sworn  account  of  court  stenographer 
Terri  Maurer-Carler  of  a conversation 
she  overheard  in  the  courthouse  where 
Mumia  was  tried:  "Judge  Sabo  was  dis- 
cussing the  case  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  In 
the  course  of  that  conversation,  I heard 
Judge  Sabo  say:  ’Yeah,  and  I’m  going  to 
help  them  fry  the  n — r’.”  According  to 
Dembe.  such  a blatant  statement  of  racist 
bias  was  insignificant — since  Jamal  had 
a jury  trial,  he  had  no  right  to  an  impar- 
tial judge! 

As  Jamal’s  legal  papers  state: 

"Judge  Sabo's  vile  racist  comment.  . 
meant  that,  in  Judge  Sabo’s  courtroom. 
Mr.  Jamal,  like  Dred  Scott  before  him. 
was  not  a citizen  with  rights  guaranteed 
to  him  by  the  Constitution,  but  rather  an 
inferior  being  with  ‘no  rights  which  the 
while  man  was  bound  to  respect’.” 

Mumia’s  attorneys  also  pointed  out  that 
“in  ruling  that  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  had  no 
right  lo  an  impartial  judge.  Judge  Dembe 
implicitly  ruled  that  Petitioner  Jamal  had 
no  right  to  a fair  tribunal.  But  since 
being  tried  before  an  unfair  tribunal  is 
no  different  from  being  'tried'  by  a lynch 
mob.  the  ‘right’  to  be  tried  before  an 
unfair  tribunal  is  no  right  at  all.” 

Among  those  on  the  Pennsylvania 
Supreme  Court  is  former  D.A.  Ronald 
Castille.  Castille  was  District  Attorney 
at  the  lime  when  his  subordinate  Jack 
McMahon  made  an  infamous  videotape 
instructing  members  of  the  D.A.'s  office 
on  how  to  exclude  blacks  from  juries.  The 
video  bears  not  only  Castille’s  name  but 


also  the  logo  of  DATV  Productions,  the 
video  production  department  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia D.A.’s  office.  A critical  issue  in 
every  one  of  Mumia’s  appeals  has  been 
the  unconstitutional  exclusion  of  black 
men  and  women  as  jurors.  Castille  was 
the  D.A.  opposing  Jamal’s  first  appeal, 
and  was  later  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Supreme  Court  who  turned  down  Jamal’s 
appeal  of  Sabo’s  denial  of  his  PCRA 
in  1997.  A number  of  defendants  have 
had  their  convictions  overturned  on  the 
basis  of  this  racist  jury-rigging — but  not 
Mumia.  Jamal’s  attorneys  demonstrate 
how  as  a Supreme  Court  justice  Castille 
has  blocked  every  effort  by  Jamal  to 
determine  his  role  in  the  production  of  the 
McMahon  video. 

In  turning  down  Jamal’s  appeal. 
Dembe  sneered.  “It  is  hornbook  [text] 
law  that  witnesses. ..who  mysteriously 
appear  long  after  trial  are  regarded  with 
suspicion  by  the  courts."  In  the  past  three 
years,  dozens  of  death  row  inmates  have 
been  spared  execution  by  evidence  of 
their  innocence  only  discovered  years 
later.  After  serving  13  years  of  his  life 
sentence  on  a false  murder  conviction. 
Lamont  Branch  was  finally  released 
from  a New  York  prison  last  week,  six 
months  after  his  brother  Lorenzo  con- 
fessed to  the  murder. 

Jamal’s  legal  filing  illustrates  that  for 
a defiant  and  outspoken  opponent  of 
this  racist  system  like  Jamal,  there  is 
no  justice  in  the  capitalist  courts.  As 
the  introduction  to  the  PDC  pamphlet 
"Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is  an  Innocent  Man!" 
explained:  "The  long  hidden  and  sup- 
pressed evidence  of  Mumia’s  innocence 
is  the  truth.  But  in  this  capitalist  system  of 
injustice,  the  truth  is  insufficient  to  secure 
Jamal’s  freedom.  What  we  need  is  not 
just  more  truth  but  more  social  power,  it 
is  elementary  that  if  labor’s  power  is  to  be 
brought  to  bear  in  a mighty  blow  on 
Jamal’s  behalf,  it  must  be  mobilized  inde- 
pendently of  the  very  forces  of  the  capi- 
talist state  that  have  worked  for  years  to 
frame  up  and  kill  this  innocent  man.” 
Mobilize  now  to  free  Mumia!  Abolish  the 
racist  death  penalty!  m 


New  Evidence  Explodes 
Frame-Up:  Declarations  and 
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CEOs  like  Enron  chairman  and  Bush  crony  Kenneth  Lay  make  grab  tor  unprecedented  gains  off  backs  of  working  people. 


Capitalism... 

{continued  from  page  I) 

workers  governments  where  those  who 
labor  rule. 

Corporate  Scams  and  Swindles 

•“There's  a handful  of  C.E.O.'s  that 
have  done  more  to  hurt  our  econ- 
omy than  Osama  bin  Laden  and  Al 
Qa^a  combined." 

— David  D*  Alessandro,  chief 
executive  officer  (CEO)  of  John 
Hancock  Financial  Services 
Every  few  days  a high-level  corporate 
executive  or  Wall  Street  financier  be- 
moans that  the  unrestrained  greed  of 
some  of  his  colleagues  has  undermined 
public  confidence,  not  least  that  of  for- 
eign investors,  in  American  capitalism. 

"1  find  myself  feeling  embarrassed  and 
ashamed  by  what  I see  in  corporate 
America.”  Andrew  Grove,  chairman  of 
the  big  computer  chip  maker  Intel,  con- 
fesses to  us.  Grove’s  embarrassment  and 
shame  are  no  doubt  aggravated  by  the  fact 
that  Intel  stock  is  now  .selling  for  $19  a 
share  compared  to  a high  of  |40  a share 
last  year.  But  he  is  definitely  not  embar- 
rassed that  Intel  has  recently  laid  off 
4,000  employees  in  an  effort  to  bolster  its 
profits  and  stock  price. 

Around  the  world,  foreign  leaders  and 
bourgeois  spokesmen  indulge  in  moraliz- 
ing lectures  about  America’s  “crony  cap- 
italism” and  rampant  corporate  fraud.  The 
London  Financial  Times  (28  June)  com- 
plains that  European  investors  in  the  U.S. 
feel  like  “they  were  suckers  in  a game 
rigged  in  favour  of  insiders.”  Vladimir 
Putin,  political  capo  of  post-Soviet  Rus- 
sia's gangster  capitalists,  chides  U.S. 
business  leaders  for  their  lack  of  social 
responsibility.  One  almost  expects  Sad- 
dam Hussein  to  denounce  the  corporate 
swindlers  of  America’s  investing  public. 

The  current  focus  on  those  corporate 
executives  who  have  violated  the  laws 
and  the  accepted  business  practices  of 
American  capitalism  should  not  obscure 
the  fundamental  criminality  of  capitalism 
as  a system.  It  is  a system  based  on  the 
exploitation  of  the  working  class  by  the 
owners  of  the  means  of  production.  This 
is  especially  obvious  in  the  U.S.  today, 
when  corporate  CEOs  make  more  than 
400  times  the  wages  of  the  blue-collar 
workers  they  employ. 

While  some  of  these  executives  also 
swindle  their  stockholders,  they  are  basi- 
cally paid  to  increase  actual  corporate 
profits  at  the  expense  of  their  workers: 
holding  down  or  cutting  back  wages  and 
benefits,  speeding  up  production,  pre- 
venting unionization.  A CEO  who  fiddles 
the  books  to  show  $250  million  more  in 
profits  than  the  firm  actually  earned  is 
today  vilified.  But  one  who  increases 
actual  profits  by  $250  million  by  wage 
cuts  or  layoffs  is  praised  and  rewarded  on 
Wall  Street. 

While  stock  prices  have  recovered 
somewhat  from  the  panic-selling  in  July 
in  the  immediate  aftermath  of  the  World- 
Com scandal,  the  market  valuation  of  cor- 
porate America  has  fallen  almost  40  per- 
cent from  the  stratospheric  heights  of  a 
few  years  ago.  Wall  Street  spokesmen, 
from  Bush  on  downward,  contend  that  a 
few  bad  apples,  like  the  men  who  ran 
Enron  and  WorldCom,  have  soured  inves- 


tor confidence.  The  fundamentals  of  the 
American  economy,  they  say,  are  sound. 

However,  the  stock  market  slide  began 
two  and  a half  years  ago  and  so  was  not 
caused  by  the  recent  wave  of  corporate 
scandals  beginning  with  Enron  last  fall. 
The  Wall  Street  bull  market  of  the  mid- 
late  1990s  was  driven  by  a speculative 
mania  defying  all  rational  economic  cal- 
culation and  expectations.  It  really  didn’t 
matter  whether  the  profits  reported  on 
corporate  financial  statements  were  real 
or  artificially  inflated.  Stocks  were  wildly 
overpriced  in  either  case,  both  by  his- 
torical standards  and  in  comparison  with 
the  earnings  of  other,  far  safer  financial 
assets  (e.g..  U.S.  Treasury  bills). 

In  the  past,  a stock  market  crash  and 
prolonged  bear  market  battered  the  work- 
ing class  through  its  secondary  effects  on 
the  economy.  The  collapse  of  business 
investment  in  new  plant  and  equipment 
resulted  in  mass  layoffs  and  unemploy- 
ment. Corporate  managers  moved  to 
recoup  profit  margins  by  cutting  wages 
and  benefits.  And  this  is  also  happening 
now.  For  example,  the  nation’s  second- 
largest  airline.  United,  which  has  long 
advertised  itself  as  “employee  owned” 
because  its  workers  were  encouraged  to 
buy  stock  through  the  Employee  Stock 
Options  Program,  is  threatening  bank- 
ruptcy unless  its  workers  accept  pay  cuts 
as  well  as  layoffs. 

With  some  60  percent  of  the  American 
working  population  having  invested  in 
IRAs  or  similar  retirement  plans,  tens  of 
millions  of  working-class  families  have 
seen  the  value  of  their  retirement  funds 
and  other  savings  (e.g.,  for  their  chil- 
dren’s education)  cut  by  a third  or  half  by 
the  plunging  Dow  Jones  Industrial  Aver- 
age and  Standard  & Poor’s  500  index. 
Employees  of  large  corporations  used  to 
have  guaranteed,  fixed-benefit  pensions 
funded  and  administered  by  the  corpora- 
tion, sometimes  in  conjunction  with  the 
union.  But  beginning  in  the  early  1980s, 
changes  in  government  tax  laws  and  cor- 
porate policy  forced  working  people  to 
finance  their  own  old-age  pension  fund 
through  401(k)  plans  and  IRAs.  In  doing 
so,  the  capitalist  class  saved  hundreds  of 
billions  of  dollars  by  cutting  the  size  of 
pension  compensation.  In  funded  plans, 
the  employers  take  the  losses  in  an  eco- 
nomic downturn;  with  401(k)s  and  IRAs, 


it  is  the  workers  who  take  the  losses,  as 
they’re  now  doing. 

As  working  people  were  forced  to  try  to 
accumulate  the  funds  to  support  them- 
selves in  old  age.  corporate  America 
launched  a massive  advertising  campaign 
to  convince  them  that  stocks  were  the 
best  available  long-term  financial  asset. 
“We’re  bullish  on  America,”  proclaimed 
Merrill  Lynch,  the  giant  Wall  Street 
investment  bank/brokerage  house  now 
deeply  implicated  in  the  Enron  swindle. 
Merrill  analysts  in  e-mails  to  one  another 
described  the  slock  of  some  Internet  com- 
panies as  “crap”  and  “a  piece  of  shit” 
while  touting  the  merits  of  these  compa- 
nies to  the  firm’s  clients.  In  1997,  the 
prominent  liberal  economist  Charles  P. 
Kindleberger,  author  of  a standard  history 
of  financial  crises,  described  the  Wall 
Street  boom  as  a “mutual  funds  mania 
bubble,  instigated  in  part  by  changes  in 
pension  laws.” 

While  the  slock  market  bubble  has 
now  burst,  spectacularly  so,  there’s  still  a 
bubble  in  the  housing  market  fueled  by 
very  low  interest  rates  and  an  acute  hous- 
ing shortage.  And  when  that  bubble 
bursts,  the  impact  will  be  very  big.  Not 
only  will  a lot  of  people  lose  their 
homes,  but  many  banks  and  other  finan- 
cial institutions  holding  real  estate  loans 
could  go  belly  up. 

The  Wall  Street  bull  market  of  the  ’90s 
also  attracted  hundreds  of  billions  of  dol- 
lars of  speculative  capital  from  around  the 
world.  Tlie  Japanese  economy  was  mired 
in  a decade-long  recession  following  the 
bursting  of  its  own  stock  markel/real 
estate  bubble  in  the  late  1980s.  Growth  in 
the  economies  of  West  Europe,  saddled 
with  relatively  high  labor  costs,  was  slug- 
gish. The  United  States  looked  to  be  the 
only  economically  dynamic,  major  region 
in  the  advanced  capitalist  world.  Not  only 
was  there  massive  foreign  investment  in 
American  corporate  securities,  but  Euro- 
pean industrialists  also  greatly  expanded 
their  manufacturing  operations  in  the 
U.S.,  especially  in  the  non-union  South. 

For  years,  foreign  investors  have 
financed  this  country’s  large  balance-of- 
irade  deficits  and  more  recently  the  rap- 
idly growing  federal  government  budget 
deficit  as  well.  Forty  percent  of  outstand- 
ing U.S.  Treasury  bonds  are  in  the  hands 
of  European,  Japanese  and  other  foreign 
finance  capitalists. 

From  the  standpoint  of  London.  Frank- 
furt and  Tokyo  financiers,  these  days  the 
United  Stales  is  no  longer  the  best  place 
to  put  their  money.  Direct  foreign  invest- 
ment peaked  at  $3(K)  billion  in  2000  and 
then  fell  by  more  than  half  to  $125  billion 
last  year.  When  the  wave  of  corporate 
scandals  culminated  with  WorldCom 
earlier  this  summer,  the  Wall  Street  Jour- 
nal (28  June)  ran  an  article  headlined: 
“Funds  Flow  Back  to  Europe  as  Mistrust 
in  Wall  Street  Mounts  with  Each  Day.” 
The  Journal  quoted  Wolfram  Gerdes, 
chief  investment  officer  of  the  Frankfurt- 
based  Allianz  Dresdner  Asset  Manage- 
ment: “It’s  almost  a joint  move  of  people 
being  appalled  by  what  they’re  seeing  in 
the  U.S.” 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the 
exchange  value  of  the  dollar  has  fallen 
sharply  against  the  euro  for  the  first  lime 
since  the  European  Union’s  currency  was 


launched  a few  years  ago.  The  dollar  has 
likewise  fallen  against  the  Japanese  yen. 
A New  York  Times  (28  June)  editorial 
pointed  to  this  worrisome  trend  and  laid 
out  a worst-case  scenario:  “Capital  flight 
is  a danger  we  usually  associate  with 
countries  like  Argentina,  but  a few  more 
WorldComs  and  the  comparison  may 
seem  apt.” 

Since  the  Soviet  Union  was  destroyed 
by  capitalist  counterrevolution  in  1991- 
92,  the  United  States  has  been  the  supra- 
dominant  power  in  the  world.  Conse- 
quently. the  stock  market  crash,  falling 
dollar  and  looming  double-dip  recession 
have  a major  effect  on  all  aspects  of  glo- 
bal politics.  For  example,  the  European 
imperialist  ruling  classes  are  even  less 
likely  to  support  an  American  war  against 
Iraq  now  that  they’re  losing  hundreds  of 
billions  of  dollars  on  their  investments  in 
the  U.S. 

When  the  WorldCom  debacle  jolted 
Wall  Street  a few  months  ago.  the  New 
York  Times  (30  June)  ran  a headline  with 
the  rhetorical  question:  "Could  Capital- 
ists Actually  Bring  Down  Capitalism?" 
The  answer  is  no.  American  capitalism 
has  survived  corporate  scandals,  stock 
market  crashes  and  prolonged  economic 
slumps.  The  only  social  force  that  can 
destroy  this  destructive  system,  which  is 
driven  by  greed  and  profits  and  not  by 
the  needs  and  interests  of  humanity,  is 
the  multiracial  working  clas.s  supported 
by  the  oppressed  and  impoverished  black 
and  Latino  masses.  To  realize  this,  the 
proletariat  must  be  transformed  from  a 
class  in  itself — the  object  of  capitalist 
exploitation — to  a class  for  itself— con- 
scious of  its  purpose  as  the  agency  for 
the  eradication  of  the  capitalist  order.  It 
must  be  educated  and  led  by  a Marxist 
workers  parly  committed  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  workers  rule. 

Stock  Options  and 
Other  Financial  Scams 

Two  decades  ago.  corporate  CEOs 
earned  on  average  40  times  more  than 
production  workers,  Today,  they  make 
more  than  400  times  more.  The  main  dif- 
ference has  been  the  widespread  use  of 
stock  options,  which  now  account  for 
almost  60  percent  of  executive  compen- 
sation. Options  provide  both  a direct,  per- 
sonal incentive  to  maximize  stock  prices 
by  fair  means  or  foul  and  a major  foul 
means  of  doing  so. 

An  executive  is  given  the  option  to 
buy  a block  of  slock  in  the  future  al  the 
price  it  was  trading  for  when  the  option 
was  granted.  If  the  price  of  the  stoc 
stays  the  same  or  goes  down,  the  option 
is  not  exercised  and  no  money  is  lost, 
the  price  goes  up.  the  executive  buys  it  n 
the  earlier  lower  price,  sells  it  at  the  cur 
rent  higher  price  and  pockets  the  diner* 
ence.  It’s  a one-way  bet  where  you  can 
only  win. 

How  then  does  the  use  of  stock  option 
artificially  inflate  reported  corporate 
profits?  If  a CEO  is  given  an 
$500  million  in  salary,  this  is  recorde 
an  operating  expense  and  is  there  o 
deducted  from  revenue  in  calculati  c 
profits.  But  if  the  same  CEO  ttiakes  a 
additional  $500  million  by  exercising 
his  stock  option,  this  does  not  show  up  ^ 
the  corporation’s  books  at  all.  The  arg 
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Chicago:  Hotel  workers,  members  of  HERE  union,  demonstrate  against  attacks 
on  wages  and  health  benefits,  August  23. 


nKnt  is  that  while  executives*  salaries  and 
bonuses  are  paid  out  of  the  company’s 
treasury,  the  money  received  from  the 
exercise  of  stock  options  comes  from  out- 
side the  company,  from  the  investors  who 
repurchase  the  slock  from  its  executives. 

Well-known  business  spokesman  War- 
ren Buffett,  who  fancies  himself  the  con- 
science of  Wall  Street,  has  long  cam- 
paigned for  treating  slock  options  as  a 
corporate  expense  just  like  salaries  and 
bonuses:  "When  a company  gives  some- 
thing of  value  to  its  employees  in  return 
for  their  services,  it  is  clearly  a compen- 
sation expense.  And  if  expenses  don’t 
belong  in  the  earnings  statement  where 
in  the  world  do  they  belong?"  {New  York 
Times,  24  July).  A recent  academic  study 
headed  by  a retired  J.  P.  Morgan  vice  pres- 
ident estimates  that  corporate  profits  have 
been  overstated  by  at  least  20  percent 
because  of  the  failure  to  list  slock  options 
as  expenses  and  other  accounting  manip- 
ulations. AT&T,  for  example,  would  go 
from  showing  a slim  profit  to  registering 
a substantial  loss  if  its  exercised  stock 
options  were  shown  as  an  expense  on  its 
books. 

There  is  one  important  federal  govern- 
ment agency  which  has  not  gone  along 
with  the  stock-option  scam:  the  Internal 
Revenue  Service,  which  has  demanded 
and  gotten  its  cut.  Corporate  executives 
and  other  employees  have  to  report 
income  from  exercised  stock  options  on 
their  IRS  tax  returns.  The  U.S.  govern- 
ment thus  literally  keeps  two  sets  of 
books  on  the  level  of  corporate  profits, 
one  based  on  corporate  financial  state- 
ments. the  other  on  the  lax  returns  of  cor- 


porate executives.  Using  tax  returns  and 
other  data,  the  government’s  Bureau  of 
Economic  Analysis  (BEA)  recently  pub- 
lished a comprehensive  revision  of  U.S. 
economic  statistics  for  the  mid-late 
1990s,  According  to  this  new  report,  cor- 
porate  profits  actuaily  peaked  in  1997, 
not  in  2000  as  previously  indicated  in 
both  government  .statistics  and  the  busi- 
ness press. 

Summarizing  the  BEA  analysis.  Busi- 
ness Week  (12  August)  commented: 
‘That  means  the  stock  market  was  even 
more  irrationally  exuberant  in  1999  and 
2000  than  anyone  realized,  skyrocketing 
in  value  even  as  profits  tailed  off."  Busi- 
ness Week  further  pointed  out:  “The 
recession  in  New  Economy  profits  helps 
explain  why  there  was  so  much  account- 
ing chicanery  during  the  boom  years. 
Companies  were  under  pressure  to  show 
earnings  growth,  even  while  their  real 
profits  were  declining.’’ 

So  corporate  America  fraudulently 
inflated  revenues  and  earnings  and/or 
disguised  its  level  of  debt.  The  Enron 
management  set  up  supposedly  "indepen- 
denl"  partnerships  which  borrowed  tens 
of  millions  that  did  not  show  up  on  the 
company’s  books.  Enron  was  followed 
by  a succession  of  exposes  of  fraudu- 
lent accounting  involving  big  companies, 
though  of  somewhat  lesser  magnitude — 
Global  Crossing.  Dynegy,  Tyco  Interna- 
tional. Adelphia  Communications. 

Then  in  late  June  the  telecommu- 
nications giant  WorldCom,  the  nation’s 
second-largest  long-distance  carrier,  an- 
nounced an  upward  revision  of  almost  $4 
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billion  in  expenses  for  last  year  and  the 
first  quarter  of  this  year.  A previously 
reported  profit  of  $1.5  billion  for  2001 
was  instantaneously  transformed  into  a 
substantial  loss.  What  was  involved  here 
was  a fraud  so  stupidly  obvious  it  could 
have  been  caught  by  a business  school 
undergraduate  in  Accounting  101.  The 
WorldCom  management  had  “reclassi- 
fied” ordinary  operating  expenses  for 
the  maintenance  of  its  phone  cables  as  a 
capital  outlay  for  new  equipment  to  be 
depreciated  over  several  years,  and  thus 
reduced  their  expenses  on  paper.  One 
commentator  quipped  that  even  a seven- 
year-old  knows  the  difference  between 


painting  the  family  house  and  buying  a 
new  house. 

In  one  sense,  the  furor  over  Enron  and 
WorldCom  has  masked  the  real,  underly- 
ing dynamic  of  yesterday’s  Wall  Street 
bull  market.  Even  though  Enron  cooked 
its  books,  the  books  it  cooked  still 
showed  a poor  return  on  investment.  The 
London  Economist  (18  May)  noted  that 
Enron’s  “operating  return  on  capital  and 
its  return  on  equity  [stock  holdings] 
declined  sharply  during  1996-2000,  fall- 
ing below  the  economic  cost  of  capital. 
In  other  words,  the  publicly  available 
data  showed  the  company  was  operating 
at  a loss." 

The  long-accepted  basic  measure  of 
corporate  stock  valuation  is  its  price- 
eamings  ratio  (P/E) — the  ratio  of  the 
price  of  a share  to  corporate  profits  per 
share.  For  well  over  a century,  the  aver- 
age P/E  of  corporate  slocks  in  the  U.S. 
was  concentrated  in  the  10  to  20  range. 
At  the  height  of  the  1920s  boom,  just 
before  the  crash  of  October  1929  which 
triggered  the  Great  Depression,  the  P/E 
reached  the  then-historic  high  of  32. 

When  the  bull  market  peaked  in  early 
2000.  the  P/E  was  39.  Consider  someone 
who  in  1998  bought  $1,000  worth  of 
slock  at  a P/E  of  30.  The  annual  return  in 
terms  of  corporate  profits  would  be  $33. 
Yet  for  the  same  $1,000  he  could  have 
purchased  a one-year  certificate  of  de- 
posit from  a bank,  insured  by  the  federal 
government  against  default,  with  a guar- 
anteed return  in  interest  of  $50  or  more. 
Why  then  were  ever  more  American  fam- 
ilies investing  an  ever  greater  portion  of 


their  retirement  funds  and  other  savings 
in  corporate  shares?  Because  they  were 
led  to  believe  the  slock  prices  would  con- 
tinue to  rise  at  the  exceptional  rates  of  the 
previous  few  years. 

Yale  University  economist  Robert 
Shiller  aptly  described  the  stock  market 
boom  as  a “naturally  occurring  Ponzi 
scheme.”  This  famous  financial  swindle 
was  named  for  one  Charles  Ponzi.  who 
operated  it  in  Boston  in  the  1920s.  It  basi- 
cally works  like  this.  The  initial  round  of 
investors  can  resell  their  stocks  at  a higher 
price  from  the  money  provided  by  a larger 
second  round  of  investors.  They,  in  turn, 
can  resell  the  slock  at  a higher  price  from 
the  money  provided  by  a still  larger  third 
round.  The  scheme  continues  to  spiral 
outward  and  upward  until  the  supply  of 
gullible  investors  runs  out  and  then  the 
stock  collapses.  On  a gigantic  scale 
involving  trillions  of  dollars,  millions  of 
investors  and  thousands  of  companies, 
that  is  basically  what  happened  in  U.S. 
financial  markets  over  the  past  decade. 

The  Boom-Bust  Cycle 
of  Capitalism 

The  collapse  of  the  Wall  Street  bull 
market  represents  at  the  financial  level, 
exaggerated  by  speculative  expectations 
and  illusions,  the  fundamental  laws  of 
the  capitalist  economic  system  analyzed 
a century  and  a half  ago  by  Karl  Marx. 
In  particular,  the  tendency  of  the  rate  of 
profit  to  fall  periodically  blocks  and 
reverses  the  expansion  of  production. 
Marx  explained  in  Volume  III  of  Capital: 
“The  expansion  or  contraction  of  produc- 
tion are  determined  by  the  appropriation 
of  unpaid  labor  and  the  proportion  of  this 
unpaid  labor  to  materialized  labor  in  gen- 
eral, or.  to  speak  the  language  of  the  cap- 
italists. by  profit  and  the  proportion  of 
this  profit  to  the  employed  capital,  thus 
by  a definite  rate  of  profit,  rather  than  the 
relation  of  production  to  social  require- 
ments. i.e..  to  the  requirements  of  socially 
developed  human  beings." 

Capitalists  invest  in  expanding  produc- 
tive capacity  on  the  assumption  that  the 
additional  output,  whether  automobiles  or 
Internet  services,  can  be  sold  at  the  exist- 
ing rale  of  profit,  or  at  a higher  rale  if 
they’re  investing  in  cost-cutting  technol- 
ogy. If,  as  is  usually  the  case,  capital  con- 
struction is  financed  by  new  bond  issues 
or  bank  loans,  corporate  management 
expects  a rate  of  profit  more  than  ade- 


quate to  meet  the  future  debt  service. 
However,  during  periods  of  expansion 
the  average  rate  of  profit  tends  to  fall. 
Even  if  productivity  rises  and  wages 
don’t,  increased  profit  per  worker  does 
not  offset  increased  capital  investment 
per  worker. 

The  causal  relationship  between  capital 
accumulation  and  a falling  rale  of  profit 
is  especially  clear  in  the  telecommuni- 
cations sector  where,  not  coinciden- 
tally. the  recent  big  corporate  scandals — 
WorldCom,  Global  Crossing — have  been 
concentrated.  In  the  early  1990s,  the  rapid 
growth  of  Internet  and  also  cellular  phone 
traffic  strained  existing  facilities.  Profits 
in  the  industry  were  well  above  average, 
with  a rate  of  return  on  capital  of  15  per- 
cent or  more.  Capital  flowed  in  to  finance 
a massive  expansion  of  fiber-optic  cable 
networks  and  other  facilities.  The  result: 
a sharp  fall  in  the  rate  of  profit  to  8.5  per- 
cent by  the  end  of  the  decade,  leading  to 
what  the  London  Economist  (20  July) 
calls  “The  Great  Telecoms  Crash”:  ‘Too 
many  firms  got  caught  up  in  Internet 
mania,  assumed  astronomic  rales  of  traf- 
fic growth  and.  egged  on  by  bullish  inves- 
tors. started  building  networks  to  carry 
that  traffic.” 

Telecommunications  represents  an  ex- 
treme case  of  what  happened  through- 
out the  U.S.  economy  during  the  1990s 
boom.  As  the  economy  moved  into  reces- 
sion a year  ago  last  spring.  Business  Week 
(9  April  2001)  explained  why.  naturally 
from  the  standpoint  of  capitalists,  not  the 
working  class: 

"After  years  of  frantically  investing  to 
build  up  the  human  and  physical  capac- 
ity to  keep  up  with  soaring  growth,  the 
U.S.  economy  is  struggling  with  overca- 
pacity as  far  as  the  eye  can  see.  From 
Intel's  half-finished  building  in  Austin, 
to  the  multitudes  of  identical  retail  stores 
that  seem  to  dot  every  other  comer,  to 
the  gaping,  empty  billboards  that  loom 
over  New  York's  Times  Square,  every 
sector  is  struggling  with  the  hangover 
caused  by  too  many  years  of  too  much 
investment.” 

Obviously,  for  working  people  there 
cannot  possibly  be  too  many  job  oppor- 
tunities and  goods  and  services  avail- 
able. What  business  executives  and  their 
ideological  spokesmen  mean  by  “over- 
capacity” is  that  the  U.S.  has  the  actual 
capacity  to  produce  far  more  goods  and 
services  than  can  be  sold  at  a satisfactory 
rate  of  profit.  As  Marx  explained: 

“There  are  not  too  many  necessities  of 
life  produced,  in  proportion  to  the  exist- 
ing population.  Quite  the  reverse.  Too  lit- 
tle is  produced  to  decently  and  humanely 
satisfy  the  wants  of  the  great  mass.... 
‘Too  many  commodities  are  produced  to 
permit  of  a realization  and  conversion 
into  new  capital  of  the  value  and  surplus 
value  contained  in  them  under  the  condi- 
tions of  distribution  and  consumption 
peculiar  to  capitalist  production,  i.e..  too 
many  to  permit  the  consummation  of  this 
process  without  constantly  recurring 
explosions.”  (our  emphasis) 

— Capital,  Volume  III 

According  to  the  latest  government 
statistics  (which  could  be  revised  down- 
ward). the  U.S.  economy  was  in  reces- 
sion most  of  last  year  but  pulled  out  of  it 
by  the  beginning  of  this  year.  Yet  unem- 
ployment continues  to  rise,  with  older 
workers  simply  not  being  rehired.  This  is 
what  bourgeois  economists  call  a “job- 
less recovery.”  The  economy  is  growing 
so  slowly  it  cannot  absorb  the  additional 
continued  on  page  12 
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can  be  eliminated  only  through  proletarian  revo- 
lutions in  the  imperialist  centers  as  well  as  the 
neocolonial  countries,  laying  the  basis  for  an 
international  planned  socialist  economy. 
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Argentine  economy  devastated  by  IMF  austerity.  Left:  Soup  kitchens  in  financial  district  of  Buenos  Aires.  March  by 
unemployed  workers  in  August  demands  unemployment  benefits  and  new  jobs. 


Capitalism... 
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workers  entering  the  labor  market. 

Furthermore,  those  workers  who  do 
have  jobs  have  seen  their  take-home  pay 
fall  as  a result  of  reduced  overtime  and 
other  deductions.  For  example,  many 
companies  are  taking  increased  health 
insurance  premiums  out  of  their  employ- 
ees* paychecks.  James  Foreman,  manag- 
ing director  of  a business  consulting  firm, 
explained  very  clearly  how  capitalists 
respond  to  a recession  by  seeking  to 
increase  what  Marx  called  the  rate  of 
exploitation:  "Profits  are  squeezed  so 
employers  have  to  shift  more  of  the  cost 
to  employees,  and  it  is  harder  and  harder 
to  gel  a job.  so  companies  don't  have  to 
worry  about  employees  going  somewhere 
else”  (New  York  Times,  ! 1 August). 

The  only  thing  sustaining  the  economic 
"recovery"  is  that  consumer  spending  has 
not  yet  fallen  significantly  despite  greater 
unemployment  and  smaller  paychecks. 
How  is  that  possible?  Working-class  fam- 
ilies as  well  a.s  affluent  members  of  the 
middle  class  have  so  far  resisted  cutting 
their  living  standard — by  going  even 
more  deeply  into  debt.  The  combined 
mortgage,  auto  loan  and  credit-card  debt 
of  the  average  American  family  is  now 
nearly  100  percent  of  annual  after-tax 
income,  up  from  75  percent  a decade  ago. 
Obviously,  this  trend  cannot  continue  for 
long. 

Significantly,  the  big  banks  are  push- 
ing through  new  federal  legislation  to 
make  it  a lot  harder,  if  not  impossible, 
for  working  people  to  gel  out  from  under 
their  debt  burden  by  declaring  per- 
sonal bankruptcy.  Describing  the  Con- 
gressional bill  as  "a  creditor’s  wish  list.” 
Henry  Sommer,  vice  president  of  the 
National  Association  of  Consumer  Bank- 
ruptcy Lawyers,  explained:  "Many  who 
by  filing  [for  bankruptcy]  now  could  save 
their  homes  from  foreclosure  or  their  cars 
from  repossession  won’t  be  able  to  do  so 
under  this  bill.  And  many  will  come  out 
of  bankruptcy  owing  as  much  as  they  owe 
now”  (Nation,  8 April). 

Wall  Street’s  main  man  on  Capitol  Hill 
in  guiding  this  soak-the-poor  legislation 
through  Congress  is  Senate  Democratic 
majority  leader  Tom  Daschle.  Daschle 
has  long  had  close  ties  to  Citibank — the 
nation's  largest  credit-card  usurer — 
which  operates  its  main  credit-card  pro- 
cessing center  in  his  home  state  of  South 
Dakota.  Last  spring  the  Senate  Demo- 
cratic leader  boasted  of  getting  Congress 
to  pass  "a  strong  bankruptcy  bill”  for 
Bush  to  sign  into  law. 

As  working-class  families  experience 
the  value  of  their  retirement  funds  and 
other  savings  falling  and  their  credit-card 
and  other  debt  rising,  they  will  have 
to  cut  back  their  consumption  spending. 
Both  business  and  academic  economists 
therefore  see  an  increasing  likelihood  of 
double-dip  recession  by  the  year’s  end. 
More  fundamentally,  there  is  a striking 
parallel  between  the  U.S.  economy  today 
and  that  of  Japan  after  its  stock  markel/real 
estate  bubble  burst  in  the  early  1990s: 

“The  similarities  between  America’s 
financial  bubble  in  the  1990s  and  Japan\s 
in  the  198Us  have  been  well  rehearsed. 
In  both  cases,  share  prices  and  capital 
spending  soared;  households  and  compa- 
nies went  on  a borrowing  binge.,.. 
"America’s  economy  over  the  past  two 
years  has  in  many  way.s  mirrored  the 
performance  of  Japan’s  immediately 
after  its  bubble  burst.’’ 

— Economist,  15  June 

And  ever  since,  the  Japanese  economy 
has  been  in  a prolonged  slump. 

Wall  Street’s  Democrats 

Before  the  WorldCom  fraud  broke  in 
June.  Republican  pollster  Bill  Mclnlurff 
was  certain  the  GOP  would  keep  control 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  had 
a good  chance  of  regaining  u Senate 
majority  in  the  November  elections.  After 
ail.  Bush  was  still  riding  high  in  the  pub- 
lic standing  as  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  “war  on  global  terror."  But  the  esca- 
lating wave  of  corporate  scandals  and  the 
ensuing  fail  in  slock  prices  have  signifi- 
cantly changed  the  political  climate  in 
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terms  of  the  upcoming  elections.  Repub- 
lican strategist  Stuart  Stevens.  Bush’s 
media  adviser  in  2000,  now  thinks,  ‘The 
Democrats  have  a real  opportunity  here." 
At  the  same  lime,  the  Republican  Bush 
administration  is  playing  up  its  drive 
toward  war  against  Iraq. 

The  Republicans  flaunt  their  close  lies 
to  Wall  Street  and  the  Fortune  500  cor- 
porations while  touting  the  virtues  of 
unfettered  “free  market"  capitalism.  The 
Democrats  are  the  "soft  cops"  of  Ameri- 
can capitalism.  They  appeal  to  a different 
constituency,  using  a different  rhetoric. 
The  particular  role  of  the  Democratic 
Parly  in  American  bourgeois  politics  is  to 
convince  the  working  class  and  the 
oppressed  black  and  Latino  minorities 
that  they,  loo.  can  benefit  from  the  capi- 
talist system  with  the  right  kind  of  govern- 
ment policies  and  regulations. 

Thus  Democratic  Congressional  leader 
Richard  Gephardt  blames  the  GOP  lead- 
ership for  allowing  and  encouraging 
Enron,  WorldCom  and  the  other  corpo- 
rate swindles:  "In  1995,  when  the  Repub- 
lican leadership  came  in,  both  Newt  Gin- 
grich and  Tom  DeLay  made  statements 
that  the  main  goal  of  their  effort  was  to 
deregulate  corporate  America.  Well,  they 
did  a lot  of  that  in  the  last  years,  and  now 


we  see  some  of  the  results  of  that”  (New 
York  Times,  28  June). 

Gephardt  to  the  contrary  (and  he  knows 
better),  the  financial  deregulation  of  the 
1990s  was  very  much  a bipartisan  opera- 
tion. When  not  preoccupied  with  the 
Monica  Lewinsky  affair,  the  Clinton 
White  House  collaborated  with  Gingrich, 
DeLay  & Co.  in  undoing  many  New  Deal- 
derived  regulatory  measures  designed  to 
curtail  the  worst  excesses  of  unbridled 
speculation.  For  example,  in  1999  Clin- 
ton and  the  Republican-led  Congress 
repealed  the  1933  Glass-Steagall  Act 
which  prohibited  Wall  Street  firms  from 
engaging  in  both  investment  banking  and 
stock  trading.  An  investment  bank  gels 
money  from  corporations  for  arranging 
and  promoting  their  new  stock  and  bond 
issues.  A brokerage  house  gels  money 
from  its  clients  for  recommending  those 
slocks  that  are  the  best  buy.  There’s  an 
obvious  conflict  of  interest  here.  Witness 
Merrill  Lynch  analysts  describing  some 
Internet  stocks  as  “crap"  in  private  while 


recommending  these  stocks  to  the  firm’s 
clients. 

A major  theme  of  liberal  journalism 
these  days  is  muckraking  exposes  of  the 
ties  between  the  Bush  gang,  beginning 
with  George  W.  himself,  and  corporate 
malefactors.  The  left-liberal  Nation  is 
campaigning  for  the  ouster  of  Secretary 
of  the  Army  Thomas  White,  a former 
Enron  executive  directly  implicated  in 
fixing  the  firm’s  books  and  also  manipu- 
lating California’s  energy  crisis  a few 
years  ago.  Another  favorite  liberal  target 
is  Harvey  Pitt.  Bush’s  appointee  as  head 
of  the  Securities  and  Exchange  Commis- 
sion (SEC),  the  agency  charged  with 
overseeing  new  slock  issues  and  other 
corporate  financial  transactions.  Pitt  is  a 
former  top-level  Wall  Street  lawyer 
mainly  employed  by  the  big  accounting 
firms.  Liberal  publicist  Frank  Rich 
quipped  that  appointing  him  head  of  the 
SEC  is  like  appointing  a Mafia  consi- 
gliere  as  director  of  the  FBI. 

However,  leading  Democrats  are  just 
as  involved  with  and  beholden  to  cor- 
porate America  as  their  GOP  counter- 
parts. We’ve  already  indicated  that  Senate 
Democratic  majority  leader  Daschle  is 
one  of  Citigroup’s  main  political  point 
men  in  Washington.  On  behalf  of  his  Wall 


Street  masters,  he’s  just  condemned  mil- 
lions of  working-class  families  to  years  of 
debt  peonage. 

Another  of  Wall  Street’s  favorite  Dem- 
ocrats is  Joseph  Lieberman,  the  party’s 
vice-presidential  candidate  in  2000.  In 
the  early  1990s.  then  head  of  the  SEC 
Arthur  Levitt  proposed  new  federal  legis- 
lation requiring  corporations  to  list  as 
an  expense  on  their  financial  statements 
the  income  of  their  executives  from  exer- 
cised stock  options.  It  was  Lieberman 
who  spearheaded  the  counter-offensive 
that  killed  Levitt’s  proposed  reform  in  the 
Senate.  This  leading  Democrat  is  thus 
directly  responsible  for  perpetuating  the 
most  important  form  of  de  facto  fraudu- 
lent accounting  practiced  by  U.S.  corpo- 
rations. In  fact.  Lieberman  is  still  a die- 
hard defender  of  the  stock-options  scam. 

Then  there’s  Terry  McAuliffe,  chair- 
man of  the  Democratic  National  Commit- 
tee, with  his  close  and  lucrative  ties  to 
the  failed  telecom  company  Global 
Crossing,  now  under  criminal  investiga- 


tion for  fraudulently  inflating  its  revenues 
through  phony  transactions  with  other 
telecom  companies.  McAuliffe  parlayed 
an  initial  investment  ofSlOO.OOO into$18 
million  when  the  firm  went  public  by  sell- 
ing slock.  Tipped  off  by  inside  informa- 
tion, the  Democratic  national  chairman 
sold  his  slock  before  the  telecom  com- 
pany went  down  the  lubes.  Incidentally, 
some  top  union  bureaucrats  also  benefit- 
ted  from  Global  Crossing’s  operations. 

The  ties  of  Daschle,  Lieberman  and 
McAuliffe  to  corporate  America.  Includ- 
ing its  shadier  operators,  are  a surface 
manifestation  of  the  fundamental  nature 
and  role  of  the  Democratic  Party.  Abet- 
ted by  the  AFL-CIO  labor  bureaucracy 
(itself  a component  of  the  party's  leader- 
ship). the  Democrats  seek  to  suppress  the 
struggles  of  the  working  class  and 
oppressed  minorities  through  political 
deceit  as  well  as  state  repression. 

This  was  clearly  evidenced  earlier  this 
summer  in  the  face  of  a possible  strike 
by  West  Coast  longshoremen  against  the 
anti-union  attacks  of  the  Pacific  Maritime 
Association.  The  International  Longshore 
and  Warehouse  Union  (ILWU)  contract 
expired  just  after  the  WorldCom  scandal 
broke  which  provoked  an  upsurge  of  pub- 
lic hostility  toward  corporate  bigwigs.  A 
longshore  strike  against  the  maritime 
bosses  would  have  had  widespread  popu- 
lar support  extending  far  beyond  the 
ranks  of  organized  labor.  But  in  the  face 
of  threats  by  the  Bush  administration,  the 
ILWU  bureaucracy  seeks  refuge  among 
“labor  friendly”  Democrats  instead  of 
fighting  for  independent  workers  action 
and  solidarity  among  workers  in  the  U.S. 
and  internationally.  As  we  wrote; 

"The  u-ade-union  bureaucracy  has  poured 
millions  into  the  Democrats’  coffers  and 
rounded  up  a lot  of  votes  for  them  over 
the  years.  In  return,  the  Democrais  have 
kicked  workers  in  the  teeth  just  like  the 
Republicans;  the  difference  is  the  Demo- 
crat wears  a friendly  smile  on  his  face.’ 
— "ILWU  Threatened  by 
‘National  Unity'  Crusade" 
(WNo.  785.  9 August) 

Wall  Street's  Troubles  Rattle 
World  Economy 

In  the  past,  a stock  market  slide  and 
ensuing  economic  slump  in  the  U.S. 
damaged  the  European  and  Japanese 
economies  mainly  through  the  contrac- 
tion of  world  trade  aggravated  by  protec- 
tionist policies  in  Washington.  That  is 
what  happened  in  the  early  1930s  and 
again  in  the  early  1980s.  the  most  severe 
global  economic  downturn  in  the  post- 
World  War  II  era. 

Additionally,  however,  European  and 
Japanese  capitalists  are  suffering  the  con- 
sequences of  their  massive  investment  in 
Wall  Street  securities  and  vast  expansion 
of  manufacturing  and  other  operations  in 
the  U.S.  Revenue  from  the  domestic  '«ales 
of  European-owned  American  subsidiar- 
ies (e.g..  DaimlerChrysler)  is  now  three 
times  greater  than  the  value  of  European 
commodity  exports  to  the  U.S.  Conse- 
quently. a recession  in  the  U.S.  impacts 
on  European  and  Japanese  capital  more 
directly  and  quickly  than  in  the  past- 

Thus  all  of  the  major  stock  markets  m 
the  capitalist  world  have  fallen  in  tandem 
since  the  Wall  Street  bubble  burst  two  an 
a half  years  ago.  In  fact,  the  main  Eurt^ 
pean  stock  market  Indices,  the  FTSE  an 
FTSE  Eurotop.  have  plummeted  to  an 
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Spartacist  supporters  at  Oakland  February  9 united-front  demonstration  against 
government’s  "anti-terror”  laws. 


even  greater  degree  than  the  Dow  Jones 
and  S&P500. 

Germany,  the  economic  and  political 
core  of  the  European  Union.  i.s  teetering 
on  the  brink  of  a recession,  with  unem- 
ploymenl  already  climbing  to  the  highest 
level  in  three  years.  Eighteen  thousand 
German  companies  have  filed  for  bank- 
ruptcy in  the  first  half  of  this  year.  25 
percent  more  than  in  the  same  period  last 
year.  Business  Week  (2  September)  com- 
nienied  in  this  regard; 

*Thc  Frankfurt  trading  house  founded  by 
Jacob  Friedrich  Gontard  in  1 726  survived 
occupation  by  Napoleon,  hyperinflation 
in  the  1920s,  and  Allied  bombing  in 
World  War  H.  But  the  21st  century  stock 
meltdown  brought  Gontard  to  its  knees. 
In  May.  bad  bets  on  tech  startups  forced 
the  company,  now  known  as  Gontard  & 
MetailBank.  to  declare  insolvency." 

[n  Japan,  mired  in  a decade-long  slump, 
a recent  tepid  economic  recovery  appears 
to  have  run  out  of  steam  in  good  part  due 
to  reduced  exports  to  the  U.S..  West 
Europe  and  the  rest  of  the  world. 

Despite  their  current  economic  trou- 
bles, West  Europe  and  North  America 
arc  still  the  wealthiest  regions  of  the  cap- 
italist world.  Not  so  the  traditional  U.S. 
neocolonies  in  Latin  America.  It  is 


Nigeria... 

(continued  from  page  5} 

further  subdivided  along  ethnic  and  relig- 
ious fault  lines,  these  groups  are  thrown 
into  unrelenting  communal  bloodletting 
fomented  by  the  country’s  rulers,  who 
rule  on  the  behalf  of  the  imperialists  and 
international  oil  magnates.  As  journalist 
Norimitsu  Onishi  writes,  “These  hatreds 
and  divisions  are  staggeringly  complex, 
fueled  by  the  misrule  and  corruption  that 
have  left  most  residents  of  one  of  the 
world’s  lop  oil  producers  in  poverty. 
What  is  more,  these  rifts  have  been 
encouraged  and  exploited  by  the  coun- 
try's rulers,  from  the  British  to  the  mili- 
tary governments  to  the  European  and 
American  oil  companies  that  pump  crude 
in  the  Niger  delta,  an  area  largely  aban- 
doned by  the  federal  government’’  (New 
Y^rk  Times,  26  March  2000). 

A report  published  on  August  26  by 
the  World  Organization  Against  Torture 
documents  the  role  of  Obasanjo’s  regime 
in  the  killing  of  over  10,000  people  since 
1999; 

“Security  agents,  acting  in  most  cases  on 
direct  orders  of  the  government,  have 
been  responsible  for  many  of  the  deaths 
as  well  as  accompanying  rapes,  maiming 
and  torture  of  thousands  of  women,  the 
aged,  children  and  other  defenseless 
civilians.... 

“The  local  and  international  media 
coverage  of  these  incidents  portrays 
them  as  ethno-religious  in  nature.  How- 
ever, our  investigations  show  that  this 
euphemism  has  helped  in  obscuring  the 
visible  roles  of  the  state  and  its  security 
agencies  in  the  perpetuation  of  these 
egregious  violations,  thereby  shielding 
the  government  from  full  responsibility 
for  £eir  occurrence  and  recurrence.” 
Earlier  this  month.  Obasanjo  admitted 
responsibility  for  ordering  the  massacres, 
grotesquely  claiming  that  he  acted  to 
"save  lives  and  property.’’ 

Ruled  by  a succession  of  generals  for 
all  but  12  years  after  its  independence  in 
1960.  Nigeria  became  a synonym  for  cor- 
ruption. terror,  brutality  and  neglect.  With 
nearly  70  percent  of  its  estimated  125 
million  people  living  below  subsistence 
levels,  the  degree  of  social  misery  in  the 
sixih-Iargcsi  oil-exporting  country  defies 
description.  The  per  capita  income  of  less 
ihan  $300  remains  unchanged  since  the 
pre-oil  days.  Most  of  the  mass  of  city 
populations  live  in  overcrowded  slums 
with  electricity  seldom  on.  Thousands  are 
homeless.  The  telephone  system  works 
iniermitiently  at  best,  and  often  not  at  all. 
Factories  are  idle.  Schools  arc  without 
hooks,  hospitals  are  without  drugs  and 
public  transport  has  collapsed.  In  the  vast 
countryside,  the  peasant  population, 
mired  in  grinding  poverty,  ekes  out  a bare 
subsistence.  Particularly  since  the  coun- 
terrevolutionary collapse  of  the  Soviet 
Union  in  1991-92,  the  imperialist  blood- 
sucking of  Nigeria  has  greatly  intensi- 
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here — in  Mexico.  Brazil,  Argentina  and 
throughout  the  region — that  the  blood- 
suckers of  Wall  Street  and  their  partners 
in  London.  Frankfurt  and  Tokyo  have 
reduced  hundreds  of  millions  of  workers 
and  peasants  to  desperate  poverty. 

In  the  industrial  city  of  Rosario,  once 
called  the  “Chicago  of  Argentina.’’  an 
unemployed  bus  driver  is  now  raising 
earthworms  to  sell  as  organic  fertilizer. 
His  neighbors  are  raising  snails  and  frogs 
to  sell  to  restaurants.  According  to  offi- 
cial government  figures,  one-quarter  of 
Argentina’s  labor  force  is  unemployed 
and  one-half  its  population  is  struggling 
to  survive  on  less  than  $1 10  a month  for 
a family  of  four.  And  as  a condition  for 
any  new  loans,  the  International  Mone- 
tary Fund  (IMF) — the  world  bankers  car- 
tel— is  demanding  even  harsher  eco- 
nomic austerity:  cuts  in  social  spending 
by  provincial  governments,  the  scrapping 
of  an  “economic  subversion”  law  which 
some  courts  have  used  against  bankers. 

In  recent  months,  Brazil  has  been  the 
target  of  concerted  economic  warfare  by 
international  financiers  worried  about  a 
possible  victory  for  Luiz  In^cio  da  Silva, 
known  as  Lula,  presidential  candidate  of 
the  leftist  Workers  Party,  in  October’s 


elections.  It  doesn't  matter  that  Lula  has 
now  pledged  that  he  would  not  default  on 
or  even  demand  to  “renegotiate”  Brazil’s 
government  debt.  With  the  “leftist"  candi- 
date ahead  in  polls,  Brazil  experienced 
massive  capital  flight.  Between  April  and 
early  August,  the  counlry’s  currency,  the 
real,  los(  a third  of  its  value  in  foreign- 
exchange  markets.  Since  a third  of  out- 
standing government  bonds  are  indexed 
to  the  dollar.  Brazil’s  public  sector  debt 
soared,  raising  the  prospect  of  imminent 
default. 

So  in  mid-August  the  IMF  came  up 
with  a $30  billion  “rescue  package” 
conditional  on  a substantial  reduction 
in  the  government  budget  deficit  by  Che 
post-October  regime.  A financial  ana- 
lyst in  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Waiter  Molano, 
explained  quite  bluntly  that  Wall  Street 
and  other  foreign  bankers  will  dictate 
Brazil’s  economic  policies  no  matter 
who  wins  the  upcoming  “democratic” 
elections; 

“When  it  comes  time  for  the  rest  of  the 
money  to  be  dispersed  in  Brazil,  because 
they  have  quarterly  targets  and  reviews, 
the  first  time  that  Lula  misses  they  can 
tell  him  he’s  not  getting  any  more 
money.  That's  what  they  did  to  Argentina 
last  year,  saying  there  would  be  no 


waiver,  and  they  will  do  the  same  to  the 
next  administration  in  Brazil." 

—New  York  Times,  1 1 August 
To  liberate  themselves  from  Wall 
Street’s  debt  peonage,  the  workers  and 
rural  toilers  of  Latin  America  must  be 
won  to  the  principles  and  program  of  pro- 
letarian internationalism  as  represented 
by  Marx.  Engels.  Lenin  and  Trotsky.  For 
all  the  bourgeoisie's  triumphalism  about 
the  supposed  “death  of  communism.”  the 
current  world  economic  situation  calls 
out  for  an  internationally  planned  social- 
ist economy.  To  achieve  this  requires 
workers  revolution,  from  industrialized 
Third  World  countries  like  South  Korea. 
South  Africa.  Brazil  and  Mexico  to  the 
imperialist  centers  of  North  America. 
Europe  and  Japan.  What  is  needed  is  an 
authentically  communist  international 
party — a reforged  Fourth  International 
based  on  Lenin  and  Trotsky’s  program 
of  world  socialist  revolution — to  render 
the  proletariat  conscious  of  its  historic 
task  as  the  gravedigger  of  capitalism, 
a party  capable  of  politically  defeat- 
ing the  reformist  misleaders  and  labor 
bureaucrats  who  bind  the  exploited  and 
oppressed  to  the  bloodsuckers  of  Wall 
Street,  Frankfurt  and  Tokyo.  ■ 
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Lagos:  Union-organized  rally  protests  government  plans  to  increase  fuel 
prices,  March  2001 . 


Tied.  The  IMF  and  World  Bank  are  now 
demanding  payment  on  money  they  had 
previously  given  as  a sop  to  such  African 
countries  during  the  Cold  War  with  the 
USSR. 

Despite  the  constant  repression,  Nigeria 
has  seen  continued  labor  and  social  strug- 
gles in  recent  years.  Following  a govern- 
ment-ordered increase  in  the  price  of  gas- 
oline and  diesel  fuel,  the  country  was  shut 
down  by  a general  strike  in  June  2000 
called  by  the  Nigeria  Labor  Congress.  TTie 
five-day  general  strike  and  massive  dem- 
onstrations forced  the  government  to 
scale  back  a 50  percent  fuel  price  increase. 
In  January  of  this  year,  another  gen- 
eral strike  forced  the  regime  to  reduce 
another  hike  in  fuel  prices.  In  July,  hun- 
dreds of  women  courageously  occupied 
four  ChevronTexaco  pumping  stations  in 
the  Niger  delta  demanding  jobs,  electric- 
ity, clean  water,  schools  and  health  facili- 
ties. These  are  precisely  the  issues  facing 
ail  of  those  within  Nigeria’s  borders,  and 
it  is  the  task  of  a fighting  workers  move- 
ment to  fight  for  these  demands. 

The  mass  impoverishment  and  degra- 
dation in  the  country,  as  elsewhere  in  (he 
semicolonial  world,  are  the  direct  prod- 
uct of  (he  depredations  of  imperialist 
domination  enforced  by  the  local  lack- 
eys. From  Iran  to  Algeria  and  Egypt  to 
Nigeria,  plebeian  frustration  over  the 
desperate  conditions  has  provided  fenile 
ground  for  the  spread  of  Islamic  funda- 
mentalism. With  the  expectations  bom 
out  of  independence  struggles  shattered, 
the  di$posses.sed  masses  and  the  unem- 
ployed urban  youth  find  solace  in  reli- 
gion. They  flock  by  the  thousands  into 
the  ranks  of  the  Islamic  fundamentalists. 

The  rise  of  political  Islam  as  a mass 
movement  is  the  reactionary  refleciion  of 
both  the  manifest  dead  end  of  nationalism 


and  the  absence  of  a communist  alterna- 
tive. As  put  by  a leading  Nigerian  Islam- 
ist, "It  is  the  failure  of  every  system  we 
have  known.  We  had  colonialism,  which 
was  exploitative.  We  had  a brief  period  of 
happiness  after  independence,  then  the 
military  came  in.  and  everything  has  been 
going  downward  since  then.  But  before 
all  this,  we  had  a system  that  worked. 
We  had  Shariah.  We  are  Muslims.  Why 
don’t  we  return  to  ourselves?”  (New  York 
Times,  1 November  2001). 

In  a world  economy  dominated  by 
imperialism,  the  neocolonial  African 
countries  have  no  chance  of  achieving 
significant  economic  development.  With 
scant  industrial  production,  the  bourgeoi- 
sie consists  mainly  of  generals,  govern- 
ment ministers,  government  contractors 
and  merchants.  Such  a ruling  class  can- 
not achieve  genuine  national  emancipa- 
tion from  imperialism.  The  key  to  social 
and  economic  progress  in  these  coun- 
tries is  provided  by  the  Trotskyist  pro- 
gram of  permanent  revolution.  As  Leon 
Trotsky  explained,  in  economically  back- 
ward countries  the  weak  national  bour- 


geoisie— tied  by  a thousand  strings  to 
imperialism  and  fearful  of  its  “own” 
working  class — is  incapable  of  realizing 
the  goals  of  classical  bourgeois  revolu- 
tions such  as  the  1789  French  Revolu- 
tion. He  wrote  that  "the  complete  and 
genuine  solution  of  their  tasks  of  achiev- 
ing democracy  and  national  emancipa- 
tion is  conceivable  only  through  the  dic- 
tatorship of  the  proletariat  as  the  leader 
of  the  subjugated  nation,  above  all  of  its 
peasant  masses”  (The  Permanent  Revolu- 
tion, 1930). 

While  the  industrial  proletariat  exists 
only  in  marginal  and  isolated  pockets  in 
much  of  Africa,  oil  workers  in  Nigeria 
and  Angola,  dock  and  rail  workers  in 
Kenya  and  miners  in  Zambia  and  the 
Congo,  for  example,  represent  a strategic 
industrial  workforce.  It  is  the  challenge 
of  an  internationalist  revolutionary  work- 
ers party  to  transform  these  layers  into  a 
human  link  to  the  industrial  proletariat  of 
South  Africa  and  the  workers  movement 
in  the  Near  East,  which  are  key  to  a revo- 
lutionary perspective  on  the  African  con- 
tinent. To  mobilize  against  its  capitalist 
exploiters,  the  proletariat  must  launch  a 
struggle  against  all  oppression,  crucially 
the  oppression  of  women. 

The  struggle  for  democracy  and  social 
progress  on  the  African  continent  neces- 
sarily requires  proletarian  revolution.  It  is 
a given  that  the  imperialists  will  seek  to 
crush  such  a revolution.  The  struggle  for 
proletarian  power  in  sub-Saharan  Africa 
must  be  linked  to  the  fight  for  workers 
rule  in  the  advanced  capitalist  countries. 
The  hundreds  of  thousands  of  immigrant 
African  workers  who  are  a key  compo- 
nent of  the  strategic  unionized  sectors  of 
the  proletariat  in  Europe  will  provide  the 
necessary  bridge  for  the  critical  extension 
of  the  revolution. 

To  this  end  the  working  class 
must  forge  a revolutionary  leadership. 
Leninisl-Troiskyist  vanguard  parties,  as 
part  of  a reforged  Fourth  International. 
The  International  Communist  League 
seeks  to  build  such  partie.s  to  lead  the 
.struggle  against  imperialism  and  its 
neo-colonial  surrogate  regimes.  Stop  the 
execution  of  Amina  LawaUm 
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(continued  from  page  7) 

sought  to  have  the  referendum  declared 
unconstitutional.**  Also  opposing  the  ref- 
erendum were  the  anti-Communist  Inter- 
national Confederation  of  Free  Trade 
Unions  and  the  International  Labor  Or- 
ganization— an  arm  of  that  imperialist 
den  of  thieves,  the  United  Nations — as 
well  as  UN  “human  rights”  commissioner 
Mary  Robinson.  Nor  was  that  all.  The 
director  of  the  United  States  Overseas 
Private  Investment  Corporation,  a gov- 
ernment agency,  warned:  “When  a coun- 
try is  out  of  step  with  internationally  rec- 
ognized workers*  rights,  that  could  force 
us  to  review  our  investments.**  amount- 
ing to  a whopping  $4.3  billion.  Such 
types  hadn’t  talked  about  “workers* 
rights”  so  much  since  the  days  when 
the  CIA  was  bankrolling  the  counterrev- 
olutionary. priest-infested  Solidamo<<5 
“union”  in  Poland  in  the  1980s! 

Even  the  IG  acknowledged,  in  passing, 
that  the  CTV  bureaucracy  had  a history  of 
“playing  a central  role  in  Yankee  imperi- 
alism’s ’dirty  games*.”  In  fact,  the  CTV 
has  long  been  notorious  for  its  close  ties 
to  the  AFL-CIO*s  “American  Institute 
for  Free  Labor  Development’*  (AIFLD). 
a CIA  “labor”  front  now  called  the 
“American  Center  for  International  Labor 
Solidarity.”  In  1990,  the  CTV’s  “Labor 
University’*  trained  counterrevolutionary 
operatives  as  part  of  the  AIFLD/CIA- 
backed  mobilization  that  helped  bring 
down  the  left-nationalist  Sandinista  gov- 
ernment in  Nicaragua. 

It  didn’t  take  a rocket  scientist  to  figure 
out  that  the  U.S.  imperialists  had  it  in  for 
Chdvez.  Only  idiots  or  CIA  apologists 
could  gloss  over  that  fact.  Yet  the  IG 
statement  dismissed  Chdvez  as  someone 
who  merely  “irritates”  Washington  and  in- 
toned that  “Chavez  defends  the  capitalist 
system.”  Of  course,  this  bourgeois  bona- 
partist  does  not  oppose  the  capitalist  sys- 
tem or  even  imperialist  subjugation.  But 
he  did  flaunt  a level  of  independence — 
compared,  e.g.,  to  Mexico’s  Vicente 
Fox — intolerable  to  the  imperialists. 

Over  a year  before  the  IG’s  statement. 
Business  Week  (20  September  1999) 
reported  that  Chdvez’s  election  had 
“brought  investment — local  and  foreign 
— to  a screeching  halt.”  In  August  2000, 
Chavez  became  the  first  head  of  state  to 
meet  Iraqi  leader  Saddam  Hussein  since 
the  1991  Gulf  War,  “in  defiance  of  criti- 
cism from  the  United  States,  a major 
importer  of  Venezuelan  oil”  (New  York 
Times,  1 ! August  2000).  That  October,  he 
signed  a deal  to  provide  Castro’s  Cuba  with 
one-third  of  its  oil  imports,  on  favorable 
terms.  These  facts  did  not  even  get  a men- 
tion in  the  IG’s  six-page  statement,  nor 
wa.s  there  a single  word  about  the  pillag- 
ing of  Venezuela’s  oil  by  U.S.  imperial- 
ism nor  the  slightest  sense  of  what  it  means 
for  such  a country  to  live  under  the  impe- 
rialist yoke.  And  ever  since,  the  IG  has 
maintained  a stony  silence  on  events  in  Ven- 
ezuela— in  the  face  of  a number  of  shut- 
downs organized  by  the  oil  bosses  in 
cahoots  with  the  CTV  tops  and  even  of  last 
April’s  "Made  in  U.S. A.”  coup  attempt. 

When  Is  a Union  Not  a Union? 

Given  its  history  of  lining  up  behind 
“anti-imperialist”  nationalists  from  Mex- 
ico to  Puerto  Rico  and  beyond,  one  could 
have  expected  the  IG  to  cozy  up  to 
the  nationalist-populist  Chavez.  Indeed, 
behind  the  IG’s  criminal  refusal  to  defend 
the  Mexican  CTM  is  its  opportunist  pur- 
suit of  elements  around  the  “left”  nation- 
alist Parly  of  the  Democratic  Revolution 
(PRD)  of  Cuauhtemoc  Cdrdenas.  Accord- 
ing to  the  IG,  the  only  real  unions  in  Mex- 
ico are  the  so-called  “independent”  unions 
that  are  politically  close  to  the  PRD.  This 
position  has  no  other  purpose  than  to 
relieve  the  IG  of  having  to  defend  the 
CTM  unions  from  the  bosses’  offensive 
and  to  prettify  the  pro-PRD  bureaucracy. 

The  IG  even  opposed  a “closed  shop” 
provision  in  Mexico’s  labor  law,  which 
provides  the  unions  the  right  to  demand 
that  the  so-called  exclusion  clause  obli- 
gating employers  to  hire  only  union 
members  and  to  discharge  non-union 


members  be  included  in  union  contracts 
(see  “Mexico:  The  IG.  the  Unions  and  the 
Stale.”  WV  No.  775.  22  February).  Nor 
did  the  IG  write  a single  word  about 
one  of  the  most  important  union  strug- 
gles in  Mexico  in  recent  years,  the  strike 
by  45.000  CTM-organized  sugar  work- 
ers that  was  declared  “non-existent” 
(banned)  by  the  government  in  December 
2000.  To  the  IG.  the  strike  was  “non- 
existent” because  it  contradicted  their 
claim  that  the  corporatisl  CTM  was  sim- 
ply an  agency  of  die  bourgeoisie. 

The  IG  argues  that  the  class  character 
of  the  CTM  was  transformed  through  an 
anti-Communist  purge  in  1948-49.  But 
by  then,  the  CTM  had  been  part  of  the 
PR!  and  its  predecessor,  the  Party  of  the 
Mexican  Revolution,  for  a decade.  By 
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Unholy  alliance  between  oil  bosses 
and  CTV  union  bureaucrats:  Work- 
ers at  PDVSA  state  oil  company 
mobilized  by  bosses  to  protest  firing 
of  antl-Ch^vez  oil  executives  four 
days  prior  to  coup.  Sign  reads:  “We 
Are  All  PDVSA.” 

the  IG’s  standard,  the  class  character  of 
the  AFL-CIO  should  have  changed  with 
the  Cold  War  purges  of  the  late  1940s. 
And  in  the  case  of  the  CTV.  the  bour- 
geois AD  achieved  hegemony  over  the 
Venezuelan  trade-union  movement  by 
denouncing  Communist-led  unions  to  the 
military  regime  during  World  War  II  and 
then  setting  up  rival  unions  in  their 
place.  When  a military  coup  brought  the 
AD  to  power  in  1945,  it  set  up  a corpor- 
atist  system  in  which  strikes  were  settled 
through  systematic  government  arbitra- 
tion while  trade-union  leaders  were  inte- 
grated into  state  bodies.  When  the  CTV 
was  founded  in  1947,  every  member  of 
its  Executive  Committee  was  in  AD. 
including  one  who  doubled  as  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  Constituent  Assembly. 

CTV  bureaucrats  ruled  their  bailiwick 
through  blatant  vote-rigging,  purging  of 
leftists  and  beatings  of  oppositionists  by 
gangs  of  thugs — or  by  direct  intervention 
of  stale  security  forces.  By  the  1990s, 
CTV  leaders  were  sworn  in  by  the  head  of 
state,  lop  CTV  officials  had  a direct  inter- 
ministerial  phone  in  their  offices,  and  the 
federation’s  finances  were  part  of  the 
public  budget  and  were  audited  by  the 
government  accounting  office.  The  flow 
of  oil  money  allowed  the  bourgeoisie  in 
Venezuela  to  afford  a few  more  demo- 
cratic trappings  than  in  Mexico,  includ- 
ing the  managed  alternation  of  power 
between  AD  and  its  bourgeois  rival. 
COPEI.  So  COPEI  also  got  its  cut  of 
positions  in  the  CTV  bureaucracy. 

This  is  hardly  the  first  time  that  the  IG 
has  taken  a very  different  attitude  toward 
corporatisl  unions  in  countries  other  than 
Mexico.  After  mass  protests  erupted  in 
Argentina,  the  IG  began  describing  the 
Peronist  unions  there  as  bona  fide  work- 
ers organizations,  even  while  acknowl- 
edging in  a January  2002  article  that  “all 
the  main  leaders  are  part  of  the  (bour- 
geois] ‘Juslicialist’  movement  founded  by 
General  Perdn.”  Likewise  in  Algeria,  the 
IG  treats  the  UGTA  as  a real  trade-union 
federation  despite  its  links  to  the  military 
regime  (see  “Algeria  Rocked  by  Mass 
Protests,”  WV  No.  761,6  July  200 1 ). 

One  could  scarcely  imagine  a more 
graphic  illustration  of  Trotsky’s  observa- 
tion that  centrist  opportunism,  defined  by 


accommodating  to  differing  pressures  on 
various  national  terrains,  is  inherently 
nationalist.  According  to  the  IG,  the 
Mexican  CTM  is  not  a legitimate  labor 
organization,  while  the  Peronist  unions 
in  Argentina  were  corporatisl  but  are  no 
longer  and  the  CTV  never  was.  Like 
gods  on  high,  the  little  caudillos  of  the 
IG  decree  which  unions  are  real  on  the 
basis  of  their  opportunist  whims  of  the 
moment.  In  Mexico,  the  targets  of  their 
affections  are  elements  around  the  PRD. 
In  Argentina,  they  adapt  to  the  mass  pro- 
tests against  a burgeoning  economic 
catastrophe.  And  one  can  only  wonder 
who  or  what  they’re  chasing  after  in 
Venezuela. 

While  the  corporatisl  CTM  is  corrupt 
and  gangster-ridden,  we  Trotskyists  do 
not  recognize  a class  difference  between 
the  CTM-affilialed  unions  and  other 
unions,  whether  the  “independents”  in 
Mexico  or  the  CTV  unions  in  Venezuela. 
With  the  PRI  no  longer  in  power,  the 
CTM  does  not  even  have  a state  patron 
anymore.  In  any  case,  as  Leon  Trotsky 
noted  in  “Trade  Unions  in  the  Epoch  of 
Imperialist  Decay”  (1940).  a common 
feature  in  the  development  of  all  modem 
trade-union  organizations  under  reformist 
or  nationalist  leadership  “is  their  drawing 
closely  to  and  growing  together  with  the 
state  power.”  Marxists  fight  for  the  class 
independence  of  the  proletariat  in  all 
countries.  In  Mexico  or  Venezuela,  that 
means  breaking  the  unions  from  the  cap- 
italist parties  and  their  imperialist 
patrons.  In  the  U.S.,  we  fight  to  break 
workers  from  the  Democratic  Party  and 
demand  that  the  AFL-CIO  cut  its  lies  with 
the  CIA’s  “labor”  fronts. 

It  lakes  some  nerve  for  the  IG  to  call  to 
“defend  the  independence  of  the  unions” 
in  Venezuela.  These  are  the  words  of  the 
group  that  in  1996-97  dragged  the 
municipal  workers  union  in  the  Brazilian 
town  of  Volta  Redonda  through  the  bour- 
geois courts,  in  a bureaucratic  struggle  to 
hold  on  to  the  leadership  of  this  cop- 
infested  union,  in  which  the  IG’s  sup- 
porters ran  an  ex-cop  for  union  president. 
The  IG’s  Brazilian  comrades  turned  over 
the  union’s  bank  statements,  account 
books,  statutes  and  minutes  of  union 
meetings  to  the  courts  as  “evidence”  (see 
“IG’s  Brazil  Cover-Up:  Dirty  Hands,  Cyn- 
ical Lies,”  VW  No.  671,  11  July  1997). 

Pabloites  of  the 
Second  Mobilization 

What  is  perhaps  most  curious  about 
the  IG’s  line  on  Venezuela  is  its  apparent 
spuming  of  Chavez’s  greatest  fan.  Fidel 
Castro.  For  the  IGlistas  have  themselves 
long  had  a soft  spot  for  the  Cuban  Stalin- 
ist leader,  even  before  Jan  Norden  & Co. 
defected  from  our  organization  to  found 
the  IGin  1996. 

Norden’s  Stalinoid  bent  toward  Cas- 
tro’s Cuba  was  expressed,  perhaps  most 
grotesquely,  in  his  initial  attempts  as 
editor  of  Workers  Vanguard  to  alibi  the 
Stalinist  show  trial  and  execution  of  Gen- 


eral Ochoa  on  charges  of  international 
drug  dealing  in  1990.  Ochoa  had  fought 
with  Castro  against  the  Batista  dictator, 
ship  and  led  the  Cuban  troops  in  Angola 
against  the  forces  backed  by  the  U.S.  and 
South  Africa.  Norden  was  finally  per. 
suaded  that  the  Ochoa  trial  was  a classic 
Stalinist  purge.  But  in  the  article  "Stalin- 
ist  Show  Trial  in  Cuba — The  Execution 
of  General  Ochoa”  (WV  No.  500, 20  April 
1990).  Norden  insisted  on  “disproving” 
Washington’s  claims  that  the  Havana 
regime  was  involved  in  the  drug  trade  by 
upholding  Castro’s  integrity:  “For  Castro 
to  lie  about  this  would  be  to  invite  an 
invasion.”  Of  course,  the  While  House’s 
drug  charges  against  Ca.stro  were  part  and 
parcel  of  U.S.  imperialism’s  relentless 
drive  to  emsh  the  Cuban  Revolution,  But 
to  assert,  as  Norden  did.  that  Castro 
couldn’t  lie  about  this  was  a statement  of 
blind  faith  in  the  Cuban  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy. This  was  fought  out.  resulting  in  a 
clarification  box  in  WV  No.  501  {4  May 
1990)  that  noted.  “It  is  not  that  Castro 
cannot  tell  a lie.  or  that  Stalinist  regimes 
never  run  drugs.” 

We  have  characterized  the  IG’s  politics 
as  “Pabloism  of  the  second  mobiliza- 
tion.” referring  to  the  liquidationist  cur- 
rent which  destroyed  the  Fourth  Interna- 
tional in  the  early  1950s.  Faced  with  the 
onset  of  the  imperialist  Cold  War  and 
the  creation  of  Stalinist-ruled  deformed 
workers  slates  in  East  Europe,  the 
Pabloites  denied  the  need  to  construct 
Trotskyist  parties  and  argued  that  the  Sta- 
linists and  social  democrats  could  be 
pressured  to  outline  a “roughly"  revolu- 
tionary course.  The  IG's  opportunism,  in 
turn,  reflects  despair  over  the  destruction 
of  the  Soviet  Union  in  1991-92  and  impe- 
rialist gloating  about  the  “death  of  com- 
munism.” leading  to  an  increasingly  des- 
perate search  for,  and  accommodation  to. 
social  forces  other  than  the  proletariat  and 
vehicles  other  than  a Leninist  vanguard 
party  to  advance  the  cause  of  the  struggle 
for  human  emancipation. 

To  see  where  the  IG’s  impressionism 
and  opportunist  appetites  could  lead 
them,  recall  that  Michel  Pablo  ended  up  as 
an  adviser  to  Ben  Bella's  FLN  gov- 
ernment. which  came  to  power  follow- 
ing the  Algerian  war  of  independence, 
while  Pablo’s  man  in  Argentina,  Nahuel 
Moreno,  liquidated  into  the  Peronist 
movement.  On  the  other  hand,  they  had 
something  to  sell  out.  Except  for  a few 
clots  here  and  there,  the  IG’s  exi.sience 
is  largely  limited  to  the  etherworld  of 
cyberspace. 

In  our  first  article  on  the  Nordenites' 
split,  titled  “A  Shamefaced  Defection 
from  Trotskyism”  (WV  No.  648.  5 July 
1996),  we  observed:  “As  to  where  they 
are  going,  the  possibilities  are  wide  open 
so  long  as  the  minimum  norm  of  be- 
ing anti-Marxist  is  met.”  In  its  political 
appreciation  of  a gang  of  CIA-linked 
labor  bureaucrats  in  Venezuela.  Norden 
& Co.  have  shown  that  those  possibilities 
are  very  wide  open  indeed.! 
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“Tomorrow  It  Could  Be  Against  You” 

Anti-Muslim  Hysteria  in  Florida 


Kambiz  Butt,  Ayman  Gheith,  Omer  Chaudhry  at  press  conference  In  Florida, 
September  15. 


On  Friday,  September  13,  three  Mus- 
lim medical  students  (two  of  them  U.S. 
citizens  and  one  a foreign  student  on  a 
valid  visa)  driving  two  cars  across  south- 
ern Rorida’s  Interstate  75  were  met  with 
a massive  police  “anti-terrorism”  drag- 
net of  100  cops  from  19  agencies.  The 
highway  was  shut  down  and  the  three 
students  were  dragged  away  for  hours  of 
police  interrogation,  while  their  cars 
and  belongings  were  examined  by  bomb- 
sniffing  dogs,  a police  robot,  men  in 
ceramic  bomb  suits.  X-ray  machines, 
chemical  swabs  and  radiation-delecting 
equipment  flown  in  by  the  FBI.  The 
names  of  the  three  students.  Ayman 
Gheith,  Kambiz  Butt  and  Omer  Chau- 
dhry. were  run  against  terrorist  databases, 
possible  Rorida  “targets”  were  identified 
and  ports  were  alerted.  But  after  over  17 
hours  in  custody,  all  three  men  were 
released  and  the  cops  forced  to  admit  that 
there  were  in  fact  no  bombs,  no  “weap- 
ons of  mass  destruction.”  no  “terrorist 
links."  and  no  “terrorist  plot.” 

The  ostensible  basis  for  this  massive 
display  of  police  power  was  a telephone 
"lip”  after  the  students  stopped  for 
breakfast  the  day  before  at  a Shoney’s 
restaurant  in  the  backwater  town  of  Cal- 
houn. Georgia.  A white  customer  noted 
that  Gheith  was  wearing  a skullcap  and 
had  a long  beard,  and  claimed  she  over- 
heard the  three  men  “giggling  and  laugh- 
ing” about  September  1 1 memorial  serv- 
ices. So  she  scribbled  down  their  license 
plate  numbers  and  phoned  them  in  to 
the  police.  Her  phone  call  precipitated 
a “Be  On  the  Lookout”  alert.  Shortly 
after  midnight,  the  three  medical  stu- 
dents were  pulled  over  as  they  began 


the  final  leg  of  their  cross-country  drive 
to  South  Miami,  where  they  planned 
to  start  a medical  rotation  at  Larkin 
Community  Hospital. 

“We  never  made  any  threatening  re- 
marks in  that  restaurant.”  said  Gheith. 
who  family  members  said  had  helped 
organize  a candlelight  vigil  at  his  medical 
school  after  the  September  1 1 attacks. 
“She  saw  obviously  the  way  I was 
dressed  and  maybe  she  put  a little  salt 
and  pepper  into  her  story”  {New  York 
Times,  14  September).  Gheith  poignantly 
remarked.  “I  think  it’s  time  for  us  as 
Americans  to  put  down  our  big  sticks 
and  pick  up  our  books  and  read  about 
other  people  and  read  about  what  they 
believe  before  we  jump  to  conclusions.” 

Outrageously,  Georgia  prosecutors  are 
still  looking  for  a basis  to  prosecute 


the  men  for  creating  a “hoax”!  “These 
people  are  going  to  learn  a Ies.son,”  a 
Georgia  Bureau  of  Investigation  spokes- 
man threatened.  Now.  at!  three  have  been 
kicked  out  of  the  Larkin  Hospital  pro- 
gram, purportedly  based  on  "safety”  con- 
cerns as  a result  of  an  avalanche  of  threat- 
ening phone  calls  and  e-mails  received  by 
the  hospital.  We  demand:  Hands  off 
Gheith,  Butt  and  Chaudhry!  Reinstate 
them  at  Larkin  Hospital! 

‘These  efforts,  started  yesterday  at  a 
Shoney's.  are  something  all  Floridians 
should  be  very  pleased  about,”  Rorida 
governor  Jeb  Bush  intoned.  “In  this 
time  of  heightened  vigilance.  I think 
it’s  important  to  show  this  system 
works"  {Miami  Herald,  14  Septem- 
ber). The  victimization  of  these  three 
Muslim  students  is  a vivid  illustration 


of  how  the  government’s  anti-terrorism 
apparatus  will  “work.”  especially  the 
new  “turn  in  your  neighbor”  plan  called 
TIPS  (Terrorist  Information  and  Pre- 
vention System),  the  latest  government 
effort  to  augment  its  legal  arsenal  in 
preparation  for  a never-ending  “war 
against  terrorism.” 

In  the  buildup  for  its  impending  attack 
on  Iraq,  the  Bush  administration  is  also 
desperate  for  something  it  can  claim  as  an 
intelligence  victory  in  its  “war  on  terror.” 
All  the  government’s  previous  such  “vic- 
tories” have  proven  to  be  pure  bull. 
Immediately  on  the  heels  of  the  fizzled 
Florida  "plot,”  the  Feds  arrested  five 
members  of  a supposed  Al  Qaeda-trained 
cell  in  Buffalo — all  of  them  U.S.  citi- 
zens. Yet  the  FBI  admitted  that  the  pur- 
ported cell  was  not  active,  and  that  they 
did  not  have  “anything  specific  that  they 
were  planning  that  would  jeopardize  the 
health  and  safety  of  anybody  in  the 
United  States  or  western  New  York” 
(CNN.  15  September). 

“It  is  against  us  today,”  Gheith  told 
reporters  after  his  release.  "Tomorrow  it 
could  be  against  you.”  We  have  said  that 
the  post-September  1 1 laws  and  direc- 
tives that  initially  targeted  immigrants 
and  tho.se  of  Near  Eastern  descent  would 
be  used  to  target  black  people  and  the 
whole  working  class.  A striking  con- 
firmation of  this  is  the  government’s 
promise  to  use  its  war  powers  authority  to 
prevent  a strike  by  the  powerful  ILWU 
longshore  union.  The  Bush  government  is 
now  imbued  with  the  notion  that  it  can  do 
whatever  it  wants  to  those  that  dissent. 
Witness  the  absurd  case  of  a 65-year-old 
man  arrested  near  Pittsburgh  earlier  this 
month  for  holding  up  a sign  reading  “The 
Bushes  Must  Love  the  Poor — They’ve 
Made  So  Many  of  Us”  as  a Bush  motor- 
cade went  by. 

What  the  government  can  get  away 
with  will  be  determined  by  the  level  of 
social  struggle.  It  is  urgently  necessary  to 
mobilize  the  social  power  of  the  labor 
movement  to  demand:  Down  with  the 
government’s  “war  on  terror”!  Defend 
immigrant  rights!  Break  the  bosses’ 
“national  unity”  through  class  struggle!  ■ 


Woomera... 

(continued  from  page  2) 

Mr.  Bakhtiyari’s  visa  and,  less  than  two 
weeks  after  his  recapture,  Almadar  and 
other  detainees  were  brutally  beaten 
again  in  a rampage  by  detention  centre 
guards.  Stop  this  vicious  persecution!  We 
demand:  Asylum  now  for  all  refugees — 
no  deportations!  Close  the  concentration 
camps!  Full  citizenship  rights  for  all 
immigrants! 

It  is  a measure  of  the  racist  barbarism 
of  the  Australian  capitalist  state  that  it 
seeks  to  deport  Afghan  refugees  back  to  a 
country  that  it  is  helping  its  U.S.  allies  to 
devastate  through  terror  bombing.  Many 
of  these  refugees  fled  the  former  Taliban 
regime.  Like  the  present  regime  of  cut- 
throats, these  woman-hating  fundamen- 
talists are  the  creatures  of  the  U.S. 


and.  among  others,  its  Australian  junior 
partners  who  bought  and  paid  for  their 
services  against  the  Soviet  Red  Army’s 
liberating  intervention  in  the  1980s. 
Meanwhile  another  large  group  of  refu- 
gees is  threatened  with  deportation  to 
Iraq,  where  they  will  face  being  starved 
by  the  murderous  UN  blockade  that 
the  Australian  navy  helps  enforce,  and/or 
being  annihilated  by  a threatened  U.S./ 
Australia  military  onslaught. 

Outrage  al  the  government’s  detention 
of  refugees  in  concentration  camps,  in 
large  part  policed  by  state  ALP  govern- 
ments, was  spectacularly  demonstrated 
during  the  Easier  weekend  pro-refugee 
demonstrations  at  Woomera.  On  29  March 
defiant  protests  by  detainees  and  nearly 
1,000  anti-racist  activists  liberated  50 
asylum  seekers  including  Roqiah  and  the 
Bakhtiyari  brothers. 

While  eleven  remain  free  as  a result  of 


March  29:  Refugees  break  out  of  Woomera  Detention  Centre  in  Australia  as 
Itundreds  of  supporters  rally  outside. 
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the  March  actions,  some  30  recaptured 
detainees  have  been  charged  with  “escap- 
ing detention”  and  face  up  to  five  years  in 
jail.  Additionally,  over  30  activists  have 
been  charged,  with  some  facing  up  to  four 
years  jail  for  “harbouring  escapees.”  From 
the  later  28  June  “breakout,”  20  of  the  27 
recaptured  detainees  have  been  ordered  to 
appear  in  the  Adelaide  Magistrates  Court 
on  5 November  while  five  of  the  several 


dozen  refugee  supporters  who  assisted 
them  have  been  charged  and  three  face  up 
to  ten  years  in  jail  if  convicted. 

Your  government’s  vicious  persecu- 
tion of  defiant  immigrant  detainees  and 
their  courageous  supporters  is  aimed  at 
cowing  all  opponents  of  racist  reaction 
and  state-sponsored  union-busting.  We 
demand:  Drop  the  charges  against  all 
Woomera  detainees  and  protesters  !■ 


Spartacus  Youth  Club  Class  Series 


CHICAGO 


Alternate  Tuesdays,  6 p.m. 
October  1:  Marxism  vs.  Anarchism 
University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago 
Room  117  Lincoln  Hall 
707  S.  Morgan  St. 

Information  and  readings:  (312)  563-0441 
or  e-mail  spartacist@iname.com 


TORONTO 


Thursday,  6:30  p.m. 
September  26:  Marxism,  Communism 
and  the  Fight  for  Revolution  Today 
University  of  Toronto 
International  Student  Centre 
33  St.  George  St.  (north  of  College) 
Information  and  readings;  (416)  593-4138 
or  e-mail  sparlcan@on.aibn.com 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Alternate  Tuesdays.  7 p.m. 
September  24;  U.S.  Imperialism  is 
the  World’s  Biggest 
Oppressor — U.S.  Hands  Off  Iraq! 
Columbia  University 
(116  th  and  Broadway) 

Meet  at  Hamilton  Hall  Lobby 
Information  and  readings;  (212)  267-1025 
or  e-mail  nysl@compuserve.com 


BAY  AREA 


Alternate  Tuesdays,  7 p.m. 
September  24:  Imperialism:  The 
Highest  Stage  of  Capitalism 
UC  Berkeley,  246  Dwinetie  Hall 
Information  and  readings;  (510)  839-0851 


VANCOUVER 


Tuesday,  6 p.m. 
September  24:  The  Principles 
of  Communism 
University  of  British  Columbia. 
Student  Union  Building,  Room  213 
Information  and  readings;  (604)  687-0353 
or  e-mail  tllt@look.ca 


LOS  ANGELES 


Alternate  Saturdays,  2 p.m. 
October  5:  Introduction  to  Marxism: 
Historical  Materialism 
3806  Beverly  Blvd.,  Room  215 
(Vermont/Beverly  Red  Line  Station) 
Information  and  readings:  (213)  380-8239 
or  e-mail  slsycla@cs.com 
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New  York  Spartacus  Youth  Club: 

Protest  U.S.  War  Moves 


Against  Iraq! 


Young  Spartacus 

Spartacist-led  Revolutionary  Contingent  at  San  Francisco  antiwar  protest 
during  onset  of  imperialist  “war  on  terror”  last  October. 


The  Spartacus  Youth  Clubs  are  holding 
speakf)uts  across  the  country  this  week  and 
next  protesting  the  U.S.  imperialist  war 
moves  against  Iraq.  We  reprint  below  the 
call  for  the  united-front  protest  issued  by 
the  New  York  SYC  on  September  15. 

Hell-benl  on  going  to  war  with  Iraq, 
the  Bush  cabal  has  arrayed  an  armada  of 
death  in  the  Persian  Gulf  and  dispatched 
an  advance  war  command  team  to  nearby 
Qatar.  An  American  military  attack  would 


Young  Spartacus 


revisit  massive  death  and  destruction  on 
the  semicolonial  peoples  of  Iraq,  much  as 
the  imperialists  laid  waste  to  a benighted 
Afghanistan  under  the  banner  of  the  “war 
on  terror.”  In  the  U.S.,  the  “war  on  terror” 
has  been  used  as  a pretext  for  repres- 
sive new  laws,  racist  dragnets  and  anti- 
immigrant  witchhunts,  in  which  the 
Columbia  University  administration  is 
complicit  by  handing  over  the  names  and 
records  of  immigrant  students  to  the  INS. 
The  Spartacus  Youth  Club  calls  on  all  those 
who  oppose  imperialist  war  moves  against 
Iraq  and  the  attacks  on  immigrant  students 
to  join  us  on  Wednesday.  September  18. 
in  a united-front  protest  with  the  follow- 
ing demands:  U.S.  hands  off  Iraq!  Down 
with  the  UN  starvation  embargo!  Protest 
Columbia  handing  over  .students’  names 
and  records  to  the  INS! 

As  part  of  its  open-ended  “war  on  ter- 
ror,” the  American  ruling  class  is  step- 
ping up  its  efforts  on  campus  to  recruit  to 
its  officer  corps  and  spy  agencies.  When 
the  SYC  spotted  two  tables  manned  by 
Reserve  Officers’  Training  Corps  (ROTC) 
cadets  at  Columbia  University’s  student 


activities  day  on  September  6.  we  initiated 
a speakout  protest,  featuring  such  chants 
as  “Army  recruiters,  imperialist  looters — 
off  campus  now!"  ROTC  is  designed  to 
provide  specialized  training  for  the  next 
generation  of  imperialist  butchers,  to  pro- 
duce an  educated  officer  caste  that  will 
plan  and  execute  wars  while  working- 


class  and  minority  youth  are  hurled  to  the 
front  lines  to  serve  as  cannon  fodder. 

Leftist  students  drove  ROTC  off  many 
campuses,  including  Columbia  in  1969. 
during  the  Vietnam  antiwar  student  pro- 
tests of  the  1960s  and  ’70s.  In  that  period, 
a group  of  black  students  occupied  the 
ROTC  lounge  in  Columbia’s  Hanley  Hall 


and  renamed  it  Malcolm  X Lounge.  Now, 
the  federal  government  has  begun  enforc- 
ing a 1996  law  that  requires  schools  to 
allow  military  recruiters  on  campus  or 
risk  losing  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars 
in  federal  funds.  On  September  30.  the 
CIA  is  sending  its  agents  onto  the  Colum- 
bia campus  to  recruit  for  U.S.  imperial- 
ism's premier  spy  .syndicate,  which  has 
tonured  and  murdered  literally  millions 
of  people  since  World  War  11.  We  oppose 
the  use  of  the  universities  for  military 
training  and  military  and  CIA  recruitmenL 
Not  one  man.  not  one  penny  for  the  U.S. 
imperialist  military! 

War  is  endemic  to  the  imperialist  sys- 
tem. which  is  driven  by  competition  for 
sources  of  profits  and  spheres  of  infiuence 
between  rival  advanced  capitalist  coun- 
tries. To  oppose  war  simply  in  the  name  of 
“peace”  or  to  look  to  pressure  the  more 
“humane”  imperialists  is  to  ignore  the  fun- 
damental class  nature  of  the  state,  which 
enforces  the  rule  of  the  capitalist  class  over 
the  working  class.  The  racist  American 
capitalist  state,  which  at  home  terrorizes 
and  disproportionately  imprisons  black 
people  and  mobilizes  to  smash  strikes, 
cannot  be  made  to  serve  the  oppressed  and 
working  people  of  the  world. 

There  is  no  solution  to  Imperialist  war 
and  exploitation  short  of  socialist  revolu- 
tion by  the  working  class,  the  only  class 
that  has  the  social  power  and  consistent 
class  interest  to  sweep  away  the  capitalist 
system.  Our  revolutionary-defensisi  posi- 
tion means  that  in  the  case  of  imperialist 
military  aggression  against  dependent 
countries,  we  are  for  a defeat  of  the  U.S. 
imperialists  and  agitate  for  workers  strug- 
gle at  home  in  defense  of  the  semicolonial 
continued  on  page  9 


New  Court  Papers  Filed 

Free  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  Now! 


On  August  27,  attorneys  for  political 
prisoner  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  filed  an 
appeal  with  the  Pennsylvania  Supreme 
Court  seeking  to  reverse  the  order  of 
Judge  Pamela  Dembe  barring  the  confes- 
sion of  Arnold  Beverly  and  rejecting 
Jamal's  second  application  to  reverse  his 
conviction  under  Pennsylvania’s  Post- 
Conviction  Relief  Act  (PCRA).  In  his  lat- 
est papers.  Jamal  is  also  seeking  a special 
hearing  before  the  state’s  highest  court  to 
present  Beverly's  testimony. 

One  and  a half  years  after  Jamal’s 
current  attorneys  filed  Beverly’s  sworn 
affidavit  that  he,  not  Jamal,  shot  and 
killed  Philadelphia  police  officer  Daniel 
Faulkner  on  9 December  1981.  slate  and 
federal  courts  have  refused  to  even  con- 
sider his  testimony,  leaving  Jamal  under 


the  shadow  of  death  in  Pennsylvania’s 
Greene  County  prison.  Last  December, 
a federal  court  overturned  Jamal’s 
death  sentence  while  affirming  the  con- 
viction, condemning  Mumia  to  life  in 
prison.  Appeals  filed  by  both  the  state 
and  Mumia’s  attorneys  are  on  hold  pend- 
ing the  outcome  of  this  latest  PCRA 
petition. 

Jamal’s  appeal  papers  constitute  a dev- 
astating indictment  of  the  machinations 
used  not  only  by  the  courts  and  prosecu- 
tors but  also  Jamal’s  former  aiiomeys, 
Leonard  Weinglass  and  Daniel  Williams, 
to  .suppress  the  evidence  proving  that 
Mumia  is  an  innocent  man.  They  paint  as 
well  a searing  portrait  of  the  racism  that 
pervades  the  Pennsylvania  courts  and  the 
judiciary’s  utter  indifference  to  even  the 


appearance  of  a fair  trial  for  a black  radi- 
cal like  Mumia. 

The  case  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  is  a 
textbook  example  of  a racist  frame-up.  A 
Black  Panther  F^y  spokesman  at  the  age 
of  15.  an  award-winning  journalist  and  a 
supporter  of  the  Philadelphia  MOVE 
organization.  Jamal  was  saddled  at  trial 
with  a lawyer  he  didn't  want — and  one 
who  did  not  want  Mumia’s  case — a 
judge.  Albert  Sabo,  known  as  the  "king  of 
death  row,”  an  overwhelmingly  white 
jury,  a prosecutor’s  office  that  concealed 
evidence  and  a parade  of  witnesses  who 
were  coerced  by  the  notorious  Philadel- 
phia police  into  giving  lying  testimony 
against  Mumia. 

Judge  Dembe  barred  the  Beverly  con- 
fession and  other  evidence  of  Jamal’s 


innocence  on  the  pretext  that  Jamal  had 
failed  to  comply  with  the  filing  deadlines 
mandated  by  a 1995  state  law  enacted  to 
drastically  cut  off  death  row  appeals.  But 
the  statute  provides  an  exception  to  the 
filing  deadline  where  “interference  by 
government  officials”  is  responsible  tot 
the  failure  to  previously  raise  a claim.  As 
the  new  legal  papers  explain,  in  active  y 
working  to  suppress  Beverly’s  confes- 
sion and  other  evidence  of  Jamal  s injio 
cence,  Weinglass  and  Williams  ‘acted  if> 
function,  if  not  in  fact,  as  agents  of  gt*' 
ernment  officials  insofar  as  their  actions 
served  the  interests  not  of  peiiiiooer.  u 
of  the  District  Attorney.”  - 

Using  information  contained  in  the  a 
davit  of  one  of  Jamal’.s  former  attorneys- 
continued  on  pag^ 
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U.S.  Nuclear  Cowboys  on  the  Loose 

Defend  Iraq 


Against  U.S.  Jttack! 


Down  With  UN 
Starvation  Biockade! 


OCTOBER  I — As  the  people  of  Iraq  gird 
themselves  for  another  round  of  mass 
slaughter  at  the  hands  of  “democratic" 
America,  the  imperialists  shamelessly 
trade  in  the  comme^ities  futures  of  blood, 
oil  and  votes.  Despite  the  Senate  Demo- 
crats'  being  e^ectively  labeled  traitors  by 
the  president.  Senate  majority  leader  Tom 
Daschle  corrals  them  to  push  through  a 
war  resolution  for  Bush,  concerned  that 
they’re  being  out-flanked  by  the  Repub- 
licans for  the  upcoming  Congressional 
elections.  In  the  United  Nations,  the 
European  powers  and  the  Arab  states  look 
to  the  “world’s  only  superpower”  to  buy 
off  their  opposition  to  the  impending  war. 

The  U.S.  and  Tony  Blair's  Britain  have 
be^n  engaged  in  a steady  buildup  of  mil- 
itary deployments  to  the  region  and  of 
deadly  bombing  sorties  against  Iraq.  Not- 
withstanding all  the  diplomatic  jockeying 
over  UN  weapons  inspectors  and  the 


wording  of  Security  Council  resolutions, 
the  question  is  not  whether  but  when  the 
U.S.  will  launch  its  invasion.  After  the 
UN  and  Iraq  reached  an  agreement  over 
the  return  of  weapons  inspectors  today, 
the  U.S.  responded  by  declaring  that  it 
will  not  accept  inspections  unless  they  are 
preceded  by  a new,  "tougher"  UN  resolu- 
tion demanding,  among  other  things,  the 
installation  of  foreign  soldiers  in  Iraq  to 
“guard"  the  inspectors.  One  administration 
official  described  the  U.S.  government’s 
response  as  going  into  "thwart  mode.” 
With  little  respite,  the  five  million  res- 
idents of  Baghdad  have  lived  under  war 
or  the  shadow  of  war  for  12  years,  their 
homes  destroyed  by  bombs  and  missiles, 
their  children’s  lives  snuffed  out  by  mal- 
nutrition and  disease.  Some  one  and  a 
half  million  people  have  died  as  a result 
of  the  UN  embargo,  half  the  schools  are 
now  unfit  for  use.  female  adult  liter- 


U.S. Navy 

USS  George  Washington  aircraft  carrier,  currently  In  the  Persian  Gulf,  part  of 
U.S.  armada  being  assembled  for  attack  on  Iraq. 


acy  has  plummeted  from  87  percent 
in  the  mid  1980s  to  45  percent  in  1995. 
and  one  in  five  children  have  had  their 
growth  pennanently  stunted. 

Arab  leaders  throughout  the  Near 
East,  fearing  turmoil  in  their  own  coun- 
tries. have  warned  Washington  against  a 
U.S.  invasion  of  Iraq  while  the  Zionists 


continue  to  sow  terror  against  the  Pales- 
tinians. Israeli  troops  occupy  the  Ramai- 
lah  compound  of  Yasir  Arafat,  having 
destroyed  almost  all  of  the  buildings, 
where  he  has  been  imprisoned  since 
December.  Israeli  troops  have  repeatedly 
fired  into  crowds  of  Palestinians  who 
continued  on  page  10 


West  Coast  Shipping  Bosses  Lock  Out  Longshore  Union 


Defeat  PMA/Government  Unlon-Busting! 

Victory  to  the  ILWU! 


OAKLAND,  October  1 — As  of  6 p.m.  Sunday,  the 
Pacific  Maritime  Association  (PMA),  representing 
shippers  and  terminal  operators,  has  indefinitely 
locked  out  members  of  the  International  Long- 
shore and  Warehouse  Union  (ILWU)  from  ail  West 
Coast  docks.  Union  members  have  no  intention  of 
sitting  idle  while  the  bosses  attack  them;  over  the 
weekend,  union  members  in  Oakland  mobilized 
to  stand  “curbside  to  keep  a 24-hour  watch  on 
behalf  of  the  union,  making  sure  the  cranes  stayed 
still  during  the  lockout"  (San 
Francisco  Chronicle,  29  Sep- 
tember). To  prevent  the  PMA 
from  using  non-union  labor  to 
move  cargo,  the  ILWU  set  up 
pickets  outside  the  docks  in 
ports  up  and  down  the  coast. 

The  entire  labor  movement 
must  mobilize  in  solidarity 
with  the  longshore  workers  to 
ensure  that  nothing  moves  in 
or  out  of  West  Coast  docks. 


The  International  Longshoremen’s  Association 
(ILA)  has  indicated  that  any  picket  lines  set  up  by 
ILWU  members  at  East  and  Gulf  Coast  ports  to 
stop  diverted  ships  would  be  honored.  Especially 
given  the  interconnected  character  of  “intermodal” 
.shipping,  the  solidarity  of  transport  workers — from 
Teamsters  to  railway  workers  to  port  truckers — is 
key.  The  International  Transport  Workers’  Federa- 
tion (ITF)  has  expressed  its  solidarity  with  the 
ILWU  against  "anti-union  bullying.”  while  the 
Maritime  Union  of  Australia  reaffirmed  an  earlier 
pledge  of  “full  financial,  political  and  industrial 
support.”  With  dock  workers  under  assault  globally, 
workers  in  every  country  must  come  to  the  defen.se 
of  the  ILWU.  This  is  particularly  important  in  Can- 
ada. where  ILWU  members  work  under  a separate 
contract. 

A 36-hour  lockout  of  the  ILWU  was  first  im- 
posed last  Friday,  a provocative  action  which  the 
PMA  arrogantly  called  a “cooling-off  period.” 
Then  after  workers  had  been  back  at  work  for  only 

continued  on  page  15 


PMA  Brings  Armed  Thugs  to 
Federal  Mediation  Meeting 


As  we  go  to  press,  we  have  learned  from  a 1 October 
ILWU  press  release  that  ILWU  officers  walked  out  of 
talks  with  the  PMA  and  federal  mediators  in  Oakland 
when  union  representatives  were  “greeted  by  gun-toting 
security  guards  under  the  employment  of  the  PMA.**  As 
ILWU  International  president  Jim  Spinosa  declared: 
“This  is  an  outrageous  action  taken  by  [PMA  head] 
Miniace  and  the  PMA.  This  shows  how  they  approach 
negotiations,  hiding  behind  the  government  and  armed 
thugs.  PMA*$  lockout  is  holding  a gun  to  the  head  of  the 
American  economy  and  now  they  move  to  aim  real  guns 
at  us.  We  will  not  be  intimidated  by  these  kinds  of  tactics 
and  we  will  never  reach  an  agreement  as  long  as  the 
PMA  acts  as  if  it  can  force  a settlement  at  gun  point 
rather  than  negotiate.’* 


‘‘Anti-Terror”  Hysteria  in  the  Air 


Since  September  11.  the  U.S.  govern- 
ment has  carried  out  a racist  dragnet  tar- 
geting anyone  perceived  to  be  of  South 
Asian  or  Arab  descent.  The  wanton  hys- 
teria and  government-stoked  racist  para- 
noia behind  the  "war  on  terror"  was  dra- 
matically demonstrated  over  the  past 
month  against  three  people  of  Indian 
descent.  None  of  these  men  committed 
any  crimes,  intended  to  commit  any 
crimes  or  had  any  connection  whatsoever 
to  organizations  deemed  "terrorist"  by  the 
U.S.  government. 

The  ordeal  for  Dr.  Bob  Rajeoomar. 
a former  U.S.  military  doctor,  began  on 
August  31  when  a white  passenger, 
Steven  Feuer,  began  behaving  erratically 
in  the  coach  section  of  the  plane.  Feuer 
was  disoriented  and  refused  to  remain  in 
his  seat.  This  was  a minor  disturbance,  but 
two  U.S.  marshals,  Shawn  B.  McCullers 
and  Samuel  Mumma,  on  the  plane  as  part 
of  the  security  measures  instituted  after 
the  September  1 1 attacks,  jumped  into 


the  action.  One  of  them  drew  his  gun 
and  brandished  it  at  the  passengers.  The 
marshals  commanded  the  passengers  to 
remain  in  their  seats  and  began  snapping 
orders.  They  refused  to  allow  anyone  to 
stand  or  use  the  bathroom  or  even  stretch 
their  legs. 

With  the  marshals  stomping  about 
the  plane,  waving  their  guns  about  like 
demented  desperadoes,  passengers  were 
terrified.  “I  was  afraid  there  was  go- 
ing to  be  a gun  battle  in  that  pressurized 
cabin."  James  A.  Lineberger.  a Philadel- 
phia judge  and  military  veteran,  said.  "1 
was  afraid  that  I was  going  to  die  from  the 
gunfire  in  a shootout”  {New  York  Times, 
23  September). 

When  the  marshals  seated  Feuer  next 
to  Rajeoomar  in  first  class.  Rajeoomar 
asked  to  be  reseated  and  a flight  atten- 
dant obliged  him,  seating  him  elsewhere 
in  first  class.  When  the  flight  arrived  in 
Philadelphia,  not  only  was  Feuer  taken 
into  custody,  but,  incredibly.  Rajeoomar 


War  and  the  Struggle 
Against  Imperialism 

As  U.S.  imperialism  gears  up  for  war 
against  Iraq.  Leninists'  uphold  the  position 
of  revolutionary  defensism,  defending  semi- 
colonial Iraq  against  imperialism  while 
giving  no  political  support  to  the  Hus- 
sein regime.  In  the  Transitional  Program, 
adopted  on  the  eve  of  World  War  II.  Bolshe- 
vik leader  Leon  Trotsky  advocated  a position 
of  revolutionary  defeatism  toward  all  the 
belligerent  imperialist  powers.  At  the  same 
time,  he  emphasized  the  necessity  of  supporting  the  colonial  and  .semicotonial  peoples 
in  their  struggles  against  imperialist  subjugation  and  defending  the  Soviet  degener- 
ated workers  slate  against  imperialist  attack  and  capitalist  counterrevolution. 

Imperialist  war  is  the  continuation  and  sharpening  of  the  predatory  politics  of  the 
bourgeoisie.  The  struggle  of  the  proletariat  against  war  is  the  continuation  and  sharp- 
ening of  its  class  struggle.  The  beginning  of  war  alters  the  situation  and  partially  the 
means  of  struggle  between  the  classes,  but  not  the  aim  and  basic  course. 

The  imperialist  bourgeoisie  dominates  the  world.  In  its  basic  character  the  approach- 
ing war  will  therefore  be  an  imperialist  war.  The  fundamental  content  of  the  politics  of 
the  international  proletariat  will  consequently  be  a struggle  against  imperialism  and  its 
war.  In  this  struggle  the  basic  principle  is:  “the  chief  enemy  is  in  your  own  country.”  or 
"the  defeat  of  your  own  (imperialist)  government  is  the  lesser  evil." 

But  not  ail  countries  of  the  world  are  imperialist  countries.  On  the  contrary  the 
majority  are  victims  of  imperialism.  Some  of  the  colonial  or  semicolonial  countries 
will  undoubtedly  attempt  to  utilize  the  war  in  order  to  cast  off  the  yoke  of  slavery. 
Their  war  will  not  be  imperialist  but  liberating.  It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  interna- 
tional proletariat  to  aid  the  oppressed  countries  in  their  war  against  oppressors.  The 
same  duty  applies  in  regard  to  aiding  the  USSR,  or  whatever  other  workers’  govern- 
ment might  arise  before  the  war  or  during  the  war.  The  defeat  of  every  imperialist 
government  in  the  struggle  with  the  workers’  state  or  with  a colonial  country  is  the 
lesser  evil.... 

In  supporting  the  colonial  country  or  the  USSR  in  a war.  the  proletariat  does  not  in 
the  slightest  degree  solidarize  either  with  the  bourgeois  government  of  the  colonial 
country  or  with  the  Thermidorian  bureaucracy  of  the  USSR.  On  the  contrary,  it  main- 
tains full  political  independence  from  the  one  as  from  the  other.  Giving  aid  in  a just  and 
progressive  war.  the  revolutionary  proletariat  wins  the  sympathy  of  the  workers  in  the 
colonies  and  in  the  USSR,  strengthens  there  the  authority  and  influence  of  the  Fourth 
International,  and  increases  its  ability  to  help  overthrow  the  bourgeois  government  in 
the  colonial  country,  the  reactionary  bureaucracy  in  the  USSR. 

— Leon  Trotsky,  ‘The  Death  Agony  of  Capitalism  and  the 
Tasks  of  the  Fourth  International”  (1938) 
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was  dragged  off  as  well.  The  Transpona- 
lion  Security  Administration,  which  em- 
ploys the  marshals  who  were  on  the 
flight,  lamely  asserted  that  Rajeoomar 
was  swept  up  because  he  was  watch- 
ing the  pandemonium  around  him  "too 
closely”!  "I  had  never  been  treated  like 
that  in  my  life,”  he  told  New  York  Times 
columnist  Bob  Herbert.  “I  was  afraid  that 
I was  about  to  be  beaten  up  or  killed.” 

At  least  Rajeoomar  was  able  to  get  out 
of  custody  with  no  charges  against  him. 
T’hai  cannot  be  said  for  Gurdeep  Wander, 
a U.S.  citizen  of  Indian  descent,  and 
Harinder  Singh,  a citizen  of  India.  The 
two  gas  station  employees  flew  out  of 
New  York’s  La  Guardia  Airport  for  an 
Exxon/Mobil  convention  in  Las  Vegas. 
They  left  on  September  10  in  the  hope  of 
avoiding  flying  on  September  1 1,  fearing, 
quite  reasonably,  that  they  might  face  par- 
ticular trouble  because  of  their  ethnicity. 
However,  due  to  a plane  delay,  they 
missed  (heir  transfer  in  Minneapolis  and 
had  to  spend  the  night  at  a hotel.  The  next 
morning,  the  two  barely  caught  a flight  to 
Memphis  with  a transfer  to  Vegas,  dash- 
ing on  board  at  the  last  moment. 

As  the  plane  was  approaching  its 
cruising  altitude.  Wander  asked  if  he 
could  go  to  the  restroom  despite  the  “fas- 
ten seatbelt”  sign  remaining  on.  Deborah 
Summers,  a flight  attendant,  gave  him 
permission.  Upon  reaching  the  bath- 
room, Wander  began  to  shave,  using  a kit 
Northwest  Airlines  had  issued  to  him. 
After  about  ten  minutes,  the  flight  atten- 
dant began  knocking  on  the  door,  asking 
if  he  was  okay  and  telling  him  to  finish 
up.  At  one  point  Wander  opened  the  door 
with  shaving  cream  on  his  face  and 
asked  if  he  could  finish  up.  He  also 
allowed  Summers  to  check  his  razor  as 
she  demanded. 

Soon  afterward.  Carlos  Nieves,  a 
Latino  man  who  did  not  know  Wander  or 
Singh  but  had  boarded  at  the  same  lime, 
went  to  use  the  bathroom.  Immediately 
afterward.  Singh  also  went  to  use  the 
restroom.  The  flight  attendants  informed 
the  captain  of  this  “suspicious”  activity. 
The  pilot  placed  an  emergency  call  to  the 
Fort  Smith  airport  in  Arkansas  and  made 
an  emergency  landing  there.  Singh.  Wan- 
der and  Nieves  were  detained  by  the  cops. 
Also  detained  was  one  Alaaeldin  Abdel- 
salam.  an  Egyptian  man  who  happened  to 
be  on  the  flight  and  had  absolutely  noth- 
ing to  do  with  anything.  As  Wander’s  law- 
yer, Matthew  J.  Ketcham.  noted,  "It’s 
no  coincidence  that  these  dark-skinned 
men  were  singled  out”  {New  York  Times, 
20  September). 
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Brooklyn:  Spartacist  contingent  at 
March  protest  against  detention  of 
immigrants. 


Abdelsalam  was  arrested  and  hts  lug- 
gage blown  open  by  water  cannon  after  a 
bomb-sniffing  dog  noticed  the  smell  of 
petroleum.  He  was  only  relea.sed  after  he 
explained  that  he  was  an  oil  worker  and 
had  his  hard  hat  and  boots  in  his  luggage. 
Nieves  was  also  released  without  charges. 
But  Singh,  hoping  to  end  the  ordeal  to 
which  he’d  been  subjected,  was  set  free 
one  week  later  after  he  paid  a $500  fine 
for  the  "crime"  of  using  the  bathroom. 
Wander,  whom  everyone  admits  did  noth- 
ing more  serious  than  shave  his  face, 
originally  faced  up  to  20  years  in  prison 
on  charges  of  interfering  with  the  flight 
and  intimidating  the  flight  crew.  He  was 
eventually  released  on  September  19  with 
12  months'  probation  and  a $1,000  line. 

As  with  Rajeoomar.  no  one  suspects 
any  of  the  individuals  swept  up  in  Fort 
Smith  of  being  "Islamic  terrorists’'  (a 
giveaway  might  have  been  the  fact  that 
Wander  was  shaving  his  beard!).  But  in 
the  context  of  the  "war  on  terror.’’  it 
doesn’t  matter  one  whit  to  the  prosecu- 
tors, government  agencies  and  police 
departments  who  feel  they  can  sweep 
up  dark-skinned  people  for  any  reason 
whatsoever — or  no  reason  at  all.  In 
his  1998  treatise.  All  the  Laws  but  One: 
Civil  Liberties  in  Wartime,  Chief  Justice 
William  Rehnquisl  favorably  quotes 
Franklin  Roosevelt’s  attorney  general. 
Francis  Biddle,  as  saying:  "The  Constitu- 
tion has  not  greatly  bothered  any  war- 
time president.”  With  an  endless  "war  on 
continued  on  page  9 


Spartacist'^  Forums 

Down  With  the  UN  Starvation  Blockade! 

Defend  Iraq  Against  U.S.  Imperialism! 

Saturday,  October  12,  6:30  p.m. 

Centro  del  Pueblo,  474  Valencia  St.,  San  Francisco 

(One  block  from  the  16th  Street  BART  Station) 

For  more  information,  (510)  839-0851 


BAY  AREA 


U.S.  Imperialists  on  the  Warpath— Hands  Off  Iraq! 

Government  “War  on  Terror”  Targets 
Immigrants,  Blacks  and  Labor! 

Speaker:  Rachel  Wolkenstein 


Saturday,  October  5,  2 p.m. 
Columbia  University 
116th  St.  and  Broadway 
Hamilton  Hall,  Room  516 
(takel  or  9 to  116th  St.  stop) 

For  more  information:  (212)  267-1025 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Wednesday,  October  9,  7 p m. 
University  of  Chicago 
1414  E.  59th  St. 

The  Map  Room- 
International  House 

For  more  informaiton:  (312)  563-0441 
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Northern  Ireland 

Catholic  Minority  Under  Siege 


Trade  Unions  Act  Against  Sectarian  Terror 


Belfast,  August  2:  Mass  trade-union  protest  against  sectarian  violence  following  July  murder  of  teenager  by  anti- 


The  following  article  is  reprinted  from 
Spartacisl  Ireland  (No.  2.  AutumnAVinter 
2^2).  published  by  the  Spartacist  Group 
Ireland,  section  of  the  International  Com- 
munist League. 

SPARTACIST  IRELAND^ 

This  summer,  violence  in  Northern 
Ireland  reached  the  highest  level  since 
the  signing  of  the  1998  Good  Friday 
Agreement.  An  article  about  Belfast  in 
ihc  (Londonl  Guardian  (II  June)  noted, 
"Almost  incredibly  for  a city  supposedly 
under  ceasefire,  the  number  of  bombings 
and  shooting.s  in  Belfast  last  year  was  the 
highest  for  20  years."  In  August  the 
Catholic  captain  of  the  Northern  Ireland 
team.  Neil  Lennon,  was  forced  to  retire 
from  international  soccer  after  (Protes- 
lant)  Loyalists  threatened  to  kill  him. 
Particularly  in  working-class  areas,  the 
Catholic  minority  live  under  siege.  In 
East  Belfast’s  Short  Strand,  Catholics  are 
segregated  within  a ghetto  and  .subjected 
to  nightly  terror  by  Loyalists,  the  army 
and  police. 

Tony  Blair  blithely  asserted  on  4 July 
that  Northern  Ireland  is  in  the  process  of 
“transition  from  violence  to  democracy." 
meaning  his  prized  "peace”  deal  is  work- 
ing. The  myth  of  British  "democracy” 
was  never  much  in  evidence  in  Ireland, 
and  the  "peace  process"  is  a fraud.  We 
call  for  immediate,  unconditional  with- 
drawal of  the  British  troops,  and  have 
consistently  warned  against  illusions  in 
any  imperialist  deal,  which  of  necessity 
has  been,  is  and  will  be  at  the  expense  of 
the  oppressed  Catholics,  and  does  not 
serve  the  interests  of  the  Protestant  work- 
ing class  either. 

Oppression  of  the  Catholic  minority  is 
at  the  very  foundation  of  the  bourgeois 
order  in  Northern  Ireland;  it  is  reinforced 
by  British  imperialism  and  enshrined  in 
the  so-called  "peace”  deal  which  rests 
on  the  British  Army  presence.  Sectarian- 
ism serves  the  interests  of  the  capital- 
ist exploiters  by  keeping  the  working 
class  divided.  To  be  effective,  any  fight 
against  Loyalist  terror  must  politically 
confront  the  capitalist  system  that  breeds 
it  as  well  as  the  state  forces  that  back  the 
Loyalists — the  British  Army  and  the 
renamed  RUC  [Royal  Ulster  Constab- 
ularyl.  the  Police  Service  of  Northern 
Ireland  (PSNI).  Key  to  making  workers 


Catholic  gunmen. 

conscious  of  this  fact  and  to  breaking 
them  from  illusions  in  the  imperialist 
"peace"  fraud  is  the  intervention  of  a rev- 
olutionary internationalist  party. 

In  the  last  18  months  teachers,  postal 
workers,  hospital  staff  and  ambulance 
workers  have  been  threatened  by  Loyalist 
paramilitaries  and  their  union  brothers 
and  sisters  have  responded.  The  murder 
of  a Catholic  teenager.  Gerard  Lawlor.  in 
Belfast  in  July  by  Loyalist  gunmen 
sparked  renewed  fears  among  workers. 
On  1 August,  following  yet  another  death 
threat  against  a Catholic  worker  by  a Loy- 
alist death  squad.  Catholic  and  Protestant 
health  workers  staged  a one-day  strike.  In 
January  postal  workers  throughout  the 
North  struck  for  five  days  protesting  the 
Loyalist  murder  of  a Catholic  union 
brother,  Daniel  McColgan.  At  the  time, 
the  Irish  Council  of  Trade  Unions  (ICTU) 
organised  a 15.000-strong  protest  rally  in 
Belfast  and  smaller  rallies  in  other  cities 
while  public  sector  workers  staged  a half- 


day strike.  Since  then,  postal  workers  in 
Derry  have  walked  off  the  job  a number 
of  times  in  response  to  death  threats  from 
Loyalists. 

Loyalist  paramilitaries  condemned  the 
union  protests — according  to  the  Belfast 
Telegraph  (15  February),  the  "Waterside 
Young  Loyalists"  issued  threats  not  only 
to  Catholic  postmen  in  Derry  but  also 
against  Protestant  workers  who  had 
defended  Catholics.  Workers  at  three  Bel- 
fast hospitals  also  protested  last  month 
when  the  “Catholic  Reaction  Force” 
threatened  to  kill  three  members  of  staff 
if  they  turned  up  to  work.  Although  Loy- 
alist violence  far  exceeds  that  of  the 
[Catholic  Republican)  nationalists,  on  1 
August  dissident  Republicans  placed  a 
bomb  in  a lunchbox  at  a Territorial  Army 
base  in  Derry  which  has  been  clo.sed 
since  July  2001,  killing  Protestant  con- 
struction worker  David  Caldwell.  This 
was  criminal  and  can  only  help  push 
Protestant  workers  towards  the  Loyalist 
reactionaries. 

The  union  mobilisations  demonstrate 
the  social  power  of  a united  proletariat 
and  present  an  opportunity  to  win  Protes- 
tant and  Catholic  workers  to  a proletarian 
revolutionary  perspective,  to  transcend 
the  sectarian  divide  by  understanding  the 
need  to  get  rid  of  the  capitalist  system. 

However,  the  trade  union  lops  under- 
mine the  social  power  of  the  unions  by 
seeking  to  re-direct  working-class  anger 
into  support  for  the  imperialist  "peace" 
deal.  Under  mounting  pressure  from  their 
members  to  act  in  response  to  the  murder 
of  Gerard  Lawlor.  the  ICTU  pleaded  with 
Belfast  City  Council  to  lead  an  "anti- 
sectarian” rally,  which  they  did  on  2 Aug- 
ust. This  brought  howls  of  anti-Catholic 
venom  from  Ian  Paisley’s  DUP  [the  ultra- 
chauvinist Loyalist  Democratic  Unionist 
Party),  enraged  that  the  rally  was  led  by 
Sinn  Fain’s  Alex  Maskey.  Lord  Mayor  of 
Belfast.  The  rally  drew  several  thousand 
workers  from  many  unions.  But  the  spec- 
tacle on  the  speakers  platform  showed 
the  utter  political  bankruptcy  of  the 
trade  union  bureaucracy — workers  had  to 
endure  speeches  from  the  CBI  (Confed- 
eration of  British  Industry),  the  bosses' 
organisation,  the  petty-bourgeois  nation- 
alists of  Sinn  F6in,  and  the  leaders  of  four 


Christian  churches,  who  led  the  demon- 
strators in  prayer! 

Reformists  Promoted 
Imperialist  “Peace”  Fraud 

The  Socialist  Party  (SP)  (linked  to 
Socialist  Alternative  in  the  U.S.]  and 
Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP)  [formerly 
affiliated  with  the  U.S.  International 
Socialist  Organization]  both  claim  to 
fight  for  “class  unity  against  sectarian- 
ism” but  this  is  bogus.  Both  organisations 
refuse  to  call  in  Britain  for  troops  out  of 
Northern  Ireland  and  peddle  illusions  in 
British  imperialism’s  "peace  deal."  which 
is  premised  on  the  presence  of  British 
troops.  This  makes  them  obstacles  to  the 
fight  against  Loyalist  terror. 

The  Socialist  Party  correctly  criticised 
the  Belfast  City  Council-sponsored  rally 
because  of  its  leadership  and  called  for 
"Independent  workers  action,”  by  which 
they  meant  the  ICTU  bureaucracy  should 
lead  it.  According  to  their  British  paper, 
"unfortunately  NIC-ICTU  rejected  the 
proposal  for  independent  mass  action” 
(The  Socialist,  9 August  2002).  Likewise 
the  SWP  says  “it  is  up  to  the  trade  unions 
to  take  the  lead.  Leaving  it  to  politicians 
to  lead  the  call  only  blunts  the  message” 
(Socialist  Worker,  No.  180  (undated)). 
The  Socialist  Party  and  SWP  act  as 
left  tails  of  the  trade  union  misleaders 
by  calling  for  "independent”  trade  union 
action  without  stating  that  even  when 
the  trade  unions  call  their  own  actions, 
the  union  tops  push  class  collaboration. 
In  January,  when  the  bureaucracy  did 
lead  a workers  rally,  they  got  endorse- 
ments from  the  CBI  and  the  British  gov- 
ernment's Northern  Ireland  secretary. 
John  Reid.  Class  independence  requires 
a struggle  within  the  unions  against  the 
pro-capitalist  bureaucracy. 

The  Socialist  Party  helped  organise  a 
separate  rally  of  400  workers  in  Belfast 
on  1 August,  but  their  "anti-sectarian" 
posture  is  nothing  but  a cover  for  blind- 
ness to  the  oppression  of  Catholics.  The 
need  to  combat  the  oppression  of  Catho- 
lics is  a critical  point  that  Protestant 
workers  must  understand  in  order  to  fight 
in  their  own  class  interests.  The  Socialist 
Party  are  known  for  defending  the  "right" 
continued  on  page  13 


British  Troops  Out  Now! 


Catholic  residents  of  Portadown,  Northern  Ireland  under  siege  by  British 
lorces  called  out  on  behalf  of  Orange  Order,  July  1997. 
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Schroder’s  Defiance  of 

* 

Bush  over  Iraq 
Wins  German  Elections  \ 


On  September  22  the  ruling  Social 
Democratic  Party  (SPD).  in  coalition 
with  the  bourgeois  Green  Party,  was  nar- 
rowly re-elected  in  a hotly  contested  elec- 
tion in  Germany.  Gerhard  Schroder’s 
SPD  was  trailing  in  the  polls  behind  the 
conservative  opposition  led  by  the  Chris- 
tian Democrats  (CDU)  until  only  a few 
weeks  prior  to  the  balloting.  But  in 
August  Schroder  declared  that  Germany 
would  not  participate  in  a military  inter- 
vention in  Iraq,  even  if  the  United  Nations 
endorsed  it.  Schroder’s  statement  got  a 
sympathetic  response  among  the  German 
electorate  and  turned  the  tide.  The  New 
York  Times  (24  September)  observed: 
"This  was  the  first  time  since  World  War 
II  that  a leader  of  a major  ally  won  an 
election  by  campaigning  against  Amer- 
ican policy."  Schroder’s  victory  also 
bucked  a recent  trend  in  Europe  in  which 
right-wing  parties  have  defeated  their 
social-democratic  opponents,  most  re- 
cently in  France  where  Jacques  Chirac 
defeated  Lionel  Jospin’s  Socialist  Party. 

The  election  set  off  a sharp  round 
of  recriminations  between  German  and 
American  government  officials.  Bush 
refused  to  deliver  the  customary  con- 
gratulatory phone  call  to  Schroder  upon 
his  re-election.  The  Bush  administra- 
tion was  particularly  incensed  by  the 
remarks  of  SPD  justice  minister  Herta 
Daubler-Gmelin.  As  reported  by  the  Ger- 
man newspaper  Schwdhisches  Tagblatt, 
Daubler-Gmelin  told  a meeting  of  metal 
workers  that  "Bush  wants  to  divert  atten- 
tion from  his  domestic  problems.  It’s  a clas- 
sic tactic.  It’s  one  that  Hitler  also  used.” 
This  not  unfair  observation  prompted  U.S. 
defense  secretary  Rumsfeld  to  declare 
that  the  German-American  relationship 
had  been  "poisoned.”  Ronald  Asmus,  a 
former  senior  U.S.  State  Department  offi- 
cial. opined:  "For  most  of  the  last  decade 
we  thought  that  Germany  was  moving  in 
the  right  direction,  and  becoming  a more 
normal  country  prepared  to  assume  more 
international  responsibility.  We  thought 
Germany  had  overcome  its  history.  But 
now  there’s  a big  question  mark”  {New 
York  Times,  23  September). 

Underlying  the  election  results  is  a 
deep  aversion  to  militarism  among  much 
of  the  population  of  Germany.  This  is  not 


surprising  in  a country  that  has  lost  two 
major  interimperialisi  wars.  Indeed,  the 
strength  of  pacifism  among  the  German 
masses  makes  the  American  "Vietnam 
syndrome"  look  rather  lame  in  compari- 
son. Thus,  there  was  substantial  opposi- 
tion in  the  trade  unions  to  German  par- 
ticipation in  both  the  U.S./NATO  Kosovo 
war  in  1999  and  the  war  in  Afghanistan 
more  recently.  In  fact,  Schroder,  who  en- 
thusiastically signed  up  to  support  the 
American  imperialists  in  both  these  ven- 
tures. pointedly  denounced  IG  Metall, 
Germany’s  largest  union,  for  calling  for 
a halt  to  the  bombing  of  Afghanistan. 
Schroder  arrogantly  warned  the  union  to 
"keep  your  fingers  out  of  foreign  policy.” 
However.  Schroder’s  opposition  to  an 
invasion  of  Iraq  was  not  simply  a ploy 
designed  to  flatter  popular  sentiment  in  a 


difficult  election.  The  developing  fissure 
between  the  American  and  German  gov- 
ernments is  not  something  that  c^  easily 
be  papered  over.  Bush’s  arrogant  con- 
tempt for  the  opinions  of  his  putative 
allies  has  certainly  added  fuel  to  the  fire. 
But  at  bottom  these  frictions  reflect  the 
merciless  competition  among  rival  impe- 
rialist powers  for  larger  shares  of  the 
world  market — a system  that  ultimately 


will  lead  from  trade  and  economic  con- 
flict to  military  conflict.  As  we  noted  at 
the  lime  of  the  earlier  Gulf  War  in  1989- 
90,  Bush  Sr.’s  attack  on  Iraq  was  also  a 
thinly  disguised  blow  directed  at  Amer- 
ica’s chief  rivals.  Germany  and  Japan, 
and  in  particular  an  assertion  on  the  part 
of  the  U.S.  imperialists  of  their  right  to 
dispose  of  key  oil  resources.  At  the  time, 
the  German  and  Japanese  governments 
grudgingly  went  along  with  the  war  and 
in  fact  ended  up  footing  a good  portion 
of  the  bill.  According  to  the  New  York 
Times  (30  July),  out  of  a $61.1  billion 
expenditure  on  that  earlier  war,  an  esti- 
mated $48.4  billion  was  paid  by  Amer- 
ica’s "allies.” 

Now,  with  the  world  economy  in 
a major  downturn,  economic  tensions 
among  the  imperiali.sts  have  climbed. 


Bush’s  imposition  of  tariffs  on  steel  prod- 
ucts outraged  governments  around  the 
world.  Interestingly,  it  was  the  German 
government  that  struck  a more  concil- 
iatory posture  over  this,  heading  off 
a major  confrontation  between  the  U.S. 
and  the  European  Union.  But  the  Euro- 
pean bourgeoisies,  which  are  more  de- 
pendent on  Near  East  oil  than  the  Ameri- 
cans, are  extremely  nervous  about  the 
ramifications  of  a U.S.  oil  grab  in  Iraq, 
which  could  also  destabilize  the  region. 
The  German  capitalists  and  their  social- 
democratic  agents  are  particularly  un- 
settled over  the  impact  this  could  have 
on  the  economy.  The  unemployment 
rale  currently  hovers  around  10  per- 
cent nationally,  and  is  much  higher  in 
more  devastated  areas  like  eastern  Ger- 
many. This  was  deeply  embarrassing  to 
Schroder,  who  had  promised  to  reduce 
joblessness  substantially.  His  failure  to  do 
so  almost  cost  him  the  election. 

German  Imperialism; 

No  “Lesser  Evil" 

Should  Schroder  stand  by  his  promise 
not  to  support  an  invasion  of  Iraq,  this 
would  not  frustrate  the  plans  of  Bush. 
Rumsfeld  & Co.  but  it  would  make  them 
more  difficult.  No  sensible  Marxist  would 
denounce  a measure  that  would  create  an 
obstacle,  albeit  a modest  one.  for  the  war- 
crazed  Bush  gang.  However,  it  is  particu- 
larly incumbent  on  communists  in  Ger- 
many to  maintain  intransigent  political 
opposition  to  German  imperialism  and  its 
social-democratic  agents.  In  particular. 
Marxists  in  Germany  must  combat  the 
fatal  illusion  that  the  German  bourgeoisie 


SPD  chancellor  Gerhard  Schroder 
and  Green  Party  foreign  minister 
Joschka  Fischer. 


and  the  social  democracy  in  particular  are 
a force  for  peace.  The  SPD  went  over 
definitively  to  the  bourgeois  order  in 
August  1914.  when  it  voted  for  war  cred- 
its for  the  German  government  and  lined 
up  the  proletariat  as  cannon  fodder  for 
World  War  I.  A few  years  later,  the  SPD 
organized  the  fascistic  Freikorps  to  carry 
out  the  murder  of  the  revolutionary  Marx- 
ists Karl  Liebknechl  and  Rosa  Luxem- 
burg, who  had  opposed  that  interimperi- 
alist slaughter.  The  SPD  has  been  a 
consistent  opponent  of  revolution  and  has 
sought  to  throttle  revolution  wherever  it 
has  succeeded  in  sweeping  away  capital- 
ism. as  in  the  former  Soviet  Union 
In  the  post-Soviet  world  it  has  been  the 
SPD  that  has  spearheaded  the  deployment 
of  German  troops  abroad.  The  dispatch  of 
German  troops  to  Kosovo  and  their  inter- 
vention in  Afghanistan  represent  the  first 
significant  deployment  of  military  forces 
abroad  since  World  War  II.  Significantly, 
the  task  of  refurbishing  the  credentials  of 
the  German  military  was  entrusted  to  the 
social  democrats  and  the  Green  Party, 
which  is  headed  by  the  ex-Ieflisi  Joschka 
Fischer,  and  not  to  the  conservative  right 
wing.  By  virtue  of  its  ties  to  the  trade 
unions  and  consequent  authority  w ith  the 
working  masses,  the  social  detm>cracy 
was  the  ideal  tool  for  the  bourgeoisie  to 
use  in  an  attempt  to  overcome  the  deep 
suspicion  and  hostility  of  much  of  the 
population  toward  the  military-  and  its 
officer  corps.  It  is  hardly  surprising  that 
today  many  Germans  remain  skeptical  of 
Schroder’s  promise  to  stay  clear  of  a mil- 
itary adventure  in  Iraq.  A poll  taken  for 
German  N-TV  showed  that  58  percent  of 
those  interviewed  agreed  with  the  state- 
ment: "The  government’s  declaration  that 
Germany  will  not  take  pan  in  an  expan- 
sion of  the  U.S.  war  against  terrorism  is 
not  credible  because  it  was  made  during 
the  election  campaign.” 

Since  the  election  Schroder  and 
Fischer  have  sought  to  mollify  the  Amer- 
icans. with  Fischer  playing  the  role  of 
chief  conciliator.  Schroder  apologized 
for  the  reported  remarks  of  Daubler- 
Gmelin  and  subsequently  announced  that 
she  would  not  be  reappointed  in  his  new 
government.  The  SPD  also  removed  par- 
liamentary floor  leader  Ludwig  Stiegler. 
who  had  compared  Bush  to  Augu-sius. 
the  Roman  emperor  who  subdued  the 
Germanic  tribes.  More  substantively. 
Fischer  pledged  that  Germany  would 
continue  to  cooperate  with  the  U.S.  m 
the  fight  to  round  up  A1  Qaeda.  Mean- 
while. German  defense  minister  Peter 
Struck  said  Berlin  had  offered  to  expand 
its  military  commitments  in  Afghanistan- 
At  a meeting  of  NATO  defense  minis- 
ters, Struck  said  Germany  and  the  Neth- 
erlands were  considering  taking  over  an 
international  force  in  Kabul  when  Turkey 
relinquishes  command  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  Germany  has  deployed  over  a thou- 
sand soldiers  in  Afghanistan  while  hun- 
dreds of  German  special  forces  look  part 
in  Operation  Anaconda,  fighting  along- 
side British  and  American  soldiers. 

The  SPD/Green  government  enthusia.s- 
tically  supported  Bush’s  bloody 
into  Afghanistan,  not  least  because  this 
gave  it  a pretext  to  crack  down 
the  immigrant  population  at  home  un^^’^  l 
the  pretext  of  "fighting  terrorism  ^ ^ I 
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SpAD  supporters  at  September  21  immigrant  rights  protest  in  Berlin  call  to 
defend  the  Palestinian  people  and  for  full  citizenship  rights  for  all 
immigrants.  Sign  in  the  middle  reads:  “Imperialist  Hands  Off  Iraq!" 


newly  instituted  racist  Rastrrfahndung,  a 
system  of  computerized  “racial  profil- 
ing." targets  millions  of  mainly  Mus- 
lim immigrants.  While  Germany  has  a 
substantial  immigrant  population  that 
forms  a strategic  component  of  the  work- 
ing class,  very  few  of  these  immigrants 
have  German  citizenship  because  of 
chauvinist  laws  that  discriminate  in  favor 
of  ethnic  Germans.  In  further  cracking 
down  on  Turkish.  Kurdish,  Palestinian 
and  other  immigrants,  the  SPD  govern- 
ment is  simply  doing  the  bidding  of  its 
bourgeois  masters  who  find  immigrant 
labor  redundant  in  a period  of  economic 
downturn.  This  underlies  the  vital  impor- 
tance of  the  struggle  for  full  citizenship 
rights  for  all  immigrants.  Moreover,  the 
attacks  on  the  more  vulnerable  immigrant 
population  have  served  as  the  cutting 
edge  of  a broader  attack  on  the  workers 
movement.  Thus  the  Security  Check  Law. 
modeled  after  Bush's  Maritime  Secu- 
rity Act.  authorized  secret  service  back- 
ground checks  on  airport,  transport  and 
other  workers,  including  tracking  down 
affiliation  with  socialist  or  communist 
organizations.  Johann  Hartshauser,  a 
member  of  a factory  council  at  the  airport 
in  Munich,  was  driven  from  his  job 
because  18  years  ago  he  posted  up  plac- 
ards for  the  small  leftist  Gruppe  Interna- 
lionaler  Marxisten. 

Schroder's  implementation  of  policies 
of  war.  racism,  capitalist  austerity  and 
witchhunting  leftists  certainly  did  have  a 
negative  impact  on  the  SPD’s  working- 
class  base.  The  trade  unions,  whose 
leadership  is  aligned  with  the  social 
democracy,  acted  belatedly,  if  at  all.  to 
mobilize  their  membership  to  back  the 
SPD.  Despite  the  last  minute  spurt  in 
support  for  Schroder,  the  SPD  lost  5 per- 
cent of  its  working-class  voting  ba.se.  It 
was  only  a strong  showing  by  its  coali- 
tion partner,  the  Greens,  that  rescued  the 
election  for  Schroder. 

The  enthusiasm  of  some  bourgeois  ele- 
ments in  Europe  for  Schroder’s  victory 
was  reflected  in  the  Italian  left-liberal 
newspaper  La  Repubblica  (24  Septem- 
ber), which  crowed:  “After  Fischer  and 
Schroder’s  victory,  the  equation  is  paci- 
fism equals  electoral  victory,  where  pac- 
ifism means  no  to  Bush’s  war  against 
Iraq,  thus  no  to  Bush,  thus  no  to  Italian 
(and  European)  servile  disposition  toward 
the  U.S.”  This  unvarnished  call  on  the 
European  capitalist  ruling  classes  to 
adopt  a more  independent  stance  from 
their  American  counterpart  wa.s  also 
encapsulated  in  a statement  of  the  Euro- 
pean Social  Forum  earlier  this  month 
endorsed  by  several  reformist  and  centrist 
groups.  The  statement  posited  “the 
chance  to  influence  European  govern- 
ments” and  appealed  to  “all  the  European 
heads  of  state  to  publicly  stand  against 
this  war"  (see  “Defend  Iraq  Against  U.S. 
Attack!"  on  page  1).  What  the  British 
Socialist  Workers  Party,  Workers  Power, 
the  French  Communist  Party  and  Ligue 
Communiste  R^volutionnaire  and  Italian 
Rifondazione  Comunista  fake  leftists  are 
pushing  is  the  thoroughly  fraudulent  idea 
that  the  European  imperialists  are  more 
benevolent  and  progressive  than  their 
American  rivals. 

This  is  nothing  but  vile  social- 
patriotism.  Presumably  then  the  German 
bourgeoisie  of  Auschwitz  is  morally  bet- 
ter than  the  American  rulers?  And  what 
about  the  dirty  history  of  French  coloni- 
alism in  Algeria  and  Indochina,  or  the 
British  empire’s  history  of  pillage  and 
murder  in  Ireland,  the  Indian  subconti- 
nent, Africa  and  the  Middle  East?  Or  the 
bloody  occupation  of  the  Congo  by  Bel- 
gian imperialism  and  Indonesia  by  the 
Dutch?  It  was  the  Italian  bourgeoisie 
which  invented  concentration  camps  in 
Libya  and  which  first  used  poison  gas 
against  the  Ethiopian  population.  The 
argument  that  one’s  own  imperialist 
bourgeoisie  is  somehow  less  reactionary 
dtan  an  imperialist  rival  is  exactly  the 
argument  used  by  the  SPD  in  1914  to 
line  up  the  German  proletariat  for  inter- 
impcrialist  slaughter.  And  while  the  SPD 
argued  that  “German  civilization"  had  to 
be  defended  from  Russian  tsarist  back- 
wardness. the  French  social-patriots  were 
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SPD/Green  government  ordered  German  troops  to  Macedonia  on  eve  of  1999 
U.S./NATO  war  against  Serbia.  Germany  now  heads  up  Imperialist  occupation 
force  in  Macedonia. 


arguing  that  the  French  workers  had  to 
defend  France  from  the  German  Kaiser’s 
brutality. 

The  German  reformist  Linksruck 
group  published  a petition  on  its  Web 
page  demanding: 

“We  appeal  to  the  German  Federal  Gov- 
ernment with  much  concern:  To  do 
everything  possible  in  the  framework  of 
the  UN  in  rc.sponse  to  the  U.S.A..  to 
avoid  the  threatened  war!  To  refrain  from 
any  military,  financial  and  political  sup- 
port to  this  war!  To  withdraw  all  German 
troops  from  the  crisis  area,  especially  the 
ABC  tanks  out  of  Kuwait  and  the  Marine 
units  out  of  the  Gulf  region  and  Africa!" 

This  statement  by  Link.sruck  goes  far 
beyond  demanding  that  Schroder  keep  his 
“hands  off  Iraq”;  it  openly  accepts  the 
framework  of  the  United  Nations,  which 
i.s  a tool  of  imperialist  domination.  In  that 
regard  it  is  to  the  right  of  the  stated  posi- 
tion of  Schroder,  who  promises  to  with- 
hold German  military  support  regard- 
less of  what  the  UN  does.  Moreover. 
Linksruck’s  bogus  “anti-imperialism"  is 
crafted  so  as  not  to  conflict  with  the  SPD 
government’s  war  policies.  Thus,  the  peti- 
tion omits  any  mention  of  Afghanistan  or 
the  Balkans,  where  the  German  imperial- 
ists are  working  in  tandem  with  the 
Americans!  But  then  this  bootlicking  for 
the  social-democratic  agents  of  German 
imperialism  is  hardly  surprising  coming 
from  a group  that  published  an  article 
identifying  the  American  state  as  the 
main  war  criminals  of  the  20th  century. 
Needless  to  say,  this  displays  touching 
amnesia  about  the  crimes  of  the  German 
ruling  class,  from  Kaiser  Wilhelm  to 
Adolf  Hitler. 

In  contrast,  our  comrades  of  the  Spar- 
takist  Workers  Party  of  Germany  (SpAD), 
section  of  the  International  Communist 
League,  demand:  “Bundeswehr/NATO/ 
UN — Out  of  the  Balkans!  Out  of  the  Near 
East!  Out  of  Afghanistan!"  Our  comrades 
forthrightly  stand  for  military  defense 
of  Iraq  against  imperialist  attack  and 
oppose  the  lie  that  German  imperialism 
is  a lesser  evil  than  its  imperialist  rivals. 
In  the  recent  elections,  the  SpAD  was 
unique  on  the  German  left  in  explaining 
that  the  SPD’s  anti-immigrant,  warmon- 
gering policies  paved  the  way  for  the 
right-wing  resurgence  and  calling  for  no 
vote  to  the  SPD  or  the  smaller  but  equally 
social-democratic  Party  of  Democratic 
Socialism  (PDS). 

Interimperialist  Rivalries 
Escalate 

In  an  attempt  to  rebuke  the  Ger- 
man government  for  Daubler-Gmelin’s 
remarks.  Bush’s  national  .security  adviser 
Condoleezza  Rice  complained.  “How  can 
you  use  the  name  of  Hitler  and  the  name 
of  the  president  of  the  United  Stales  in  the 
same  sentence?...  Particularly,  how  can  a 
German,  given  the  devotion  of  the  U.S.  in 
the  liberation  of  Germany  from  Hitler?" 
The  idea  that  the  Allies  liberated  Ger- 
many from  Nazism  is  a standard  Western 
imperialist  myth.  In  reality  it  was  the 
Soviet  Red  Army  that  smashed  Hitler’s 
Nazis.  This  Soviet  victory  was  carried  out 
at  exceptional  cost:  well  over  20  million 
dead.  In  eastern  Germany,  the  DDR.  a 
deformed  workers  state,  was  erected, 
where  capitalism  had  been  rooted  out  but 


where  the  proletariat  was  deprived  of 
political  power.  In  West  Germany,  where 
capitalism  was  preserved,  the  victorious 
democratic  imperialists  willingly  employed 
leading  “former”  Nazis  to  staff  intelli- 
gence services,  the  courts  continued  to  be 
run  by  the  same  judges  who  presided  over 
Third  Reich  courts,  etc. 

In  the  postwar  period  there  was  indeed 
a shared  ideological  consensus  among 
the  imperialist  powers,  based  on  mutual 
hatred  of  the  Soviet  degenerated  workers 
state  and  the  deformed  workers  states 
which  represented  a part  of  the  world  that 
had  been  ripped  out  of  the  sphere  of  cap- 
italist exploitation.  West  Germany,  as  a 
“front  line”  state  of  the  Cold  War.  was 
closely  allied  with  the  U.S.  imperialists. 
Indeed,  the  German  social  democracy  for 
years  acted  as  a regional  paymaster,  fun- 
neling  CIA  funds  to  various  reactionary 
forces  in  Europe,  which  ranged  from 
the  social  democrats  in  Portugal  to  coun- 
terrevolutionary Polish  Solidamo<d  (the 
favorite  “union"  of  Ronald  Reagan  and 
the  Pope).  The  SPD  vigorously  supported 
the  drive  of  both  U.S.  and  German  im- 
perialism to  overthrow  the  collectivized 
property  gains  of  the  DDR  and  the  Soviet 
Union. 

In  1989.  an  incipient  political  revo- 
lution erupted  in  the  DDR.  posing  the 
possibility  of  ousting  the  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy. the  SED,  and  replacing  it  with  gen- 
uine workers  democracy  based  on  work- 
ers councils.  Our  international  party,  the 
ICL.  intervened  vigorously.  We  fought 
for  proletarian  political  revolution  in  the 
DDR  and  for  socialist  revolution  in  west- 
ern Germany.  We  strongly  opposed  capi- 
talist reunification.  But  larger  forces  pre- 
vailed, namely  the  Kremlin  bureaucracy 
and  the  decomposing  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy of  the  DDR,  whose  remnants  be- 
came the  PDS.  Criminally,  ihen-Soviet 
leader  Gorbachev  and  the  PDS  opened 
the  door  to  capitalist  restoration  in  the 
DDR.  This  foreshadowed  capitalist  resto- 
ration in  the  USSR  two  years  later.  And 
it  spelled  catastrophe  for  the  proletariat 
of  the  former  workers  states  and  the 
workers  movement  internationally.  The 
former  DDR  became  an  industrial  waste- 
land with  the  highest  unemployment 
rates  in  Germany;  its  lumpenized  popula- 
tion became  a prime  target  for  fascist 
recruitment. 


The  demise  of  the  Soviet  Union  also 
removed  the  material  basis  for  the  anti- 
Soviet  alliance  of  imperialist  states  that 
existed  during  the  Cold  War.  Without 
the  Soviet  Union  to  serve  as  a com- 
mon enemy,  there  was  no  “glue"  to 
hold  together  the  alliance.  The  particular 
imperialist  powers  began  to  act  in  accord 
with  their  conflicting  national  appetites. 
To  the  extent  that  there  has  been  an  appar- 
ent consensus  since  then,  it  does  not 
reflect  any  ideological  solidarity  between 
the  imperialists,  but  merely  reflects  the 
strength  of  the  brute  military  superiority 
of  the  U.S.  imperialists. 

One  of  the  legacies  of  the  post-war 
military  occupation  of  Germany  is  the 
proliferation  of  U.S.  military  bases  in  the 
country,  which  house  some  70.000  Amer- 
ican troops  and  include  key  air  bases  for 
a Near  East  operation.  While  Schroder 
has  declared  that  Germany  will  not  pro- 
vide troops  for  a war  against  Iraq,  it  is 
highly  unlikely  that  he  will  seek  to  inter- 
fere with  these  NATO  operations.  None- 
theless. U.S.  bases  have  already  been  the 
targets  of  demonstrators,  including  some 
trade  unionists,  protesting  the  involve- 
ment of  these  bases  in  Near  Eastern  oper- 
ations. Certainly  those  desiring  to  defend 
Iraq  against  imperialist  incursion  would 
have  good  reason  to  protest  the  use  of 
these  bases  to  launch  attacks  on  Iraq.  In 
Italy  during  the  Balkans  War.  there  were 
mass  protests  outside  NATO  bases,  as 
well  as  proletarian  struggle  culminating 
in  a million-strong  general  strike  against 
the  war.  In  Germany  the  question  is 
posed:  will  such  protests  proceed  along 
an  axis  of  nationalism  or  of  proletarian 
internationalism? 

In  the  past,  social  democrats,  national- 
ists and  outright  fascists  have  raised  the 
call  for  foreign  troops  to  quit  Ger- 
many. In  fact,  this  was  first  directed  at 
Soviet  troops  in  East  Germany,  when  the 
demand  “foreign  troops  out  of  Germany” 
was  raised  in  the  1980s  by  social  demo- 
crats and  pacifists  in  West  Germany.  This 
nationalist  “peace”  movement  remained 
ultimately  directed  against  the  USSR  and 
DDR.  In  contrast,  our  comrades  counter- 
posed  the  call:  “Defend  the  Soviet  Union! 
Smash  NATO  through  workers  revolu- 
tion!" When  we  demanded  Pershing  mis- 
siles out  of  Germany  and  defended  the 
presence  of  the  Soviet  SS20s  in  the  DDR. 
everyone  knew  exactly  what  that  meant — 
unconditional  military  defense  of  the 
USSR  against  imperialism.  In  counierpo- 
sition,  many  of  those  who  cut  their  polit- 
ical teeth  screaming  “foreign  troops  out" 
are  today  running  the  bourgeois  Greens, 
an  ardent  party  of  German  imperialism. 
(See  “Inierimperialist  Rivalry  in  the  ‘New 
World  Order'."  WV  No.  667.  2 May 
1997.)  The  problem  with  “U.S.  military 
out  of  Germany!”  is  that  it  begs  the  ques- 
tion of  how  the  U.S.  military  will  leave 
Germany:  as  a consequence  of  moves  of 
an  increasingly  assertive  German  imperi- 
alism or  through  proletarian  revolution. 

A central  issue  posed  by  the  protests 
at  the  U.S.  bases  is  the  need  to  link  the 
call  to  oppose  imperialist  incursions  in 
Iraq  with  opposition  to  German  imperial- 
ism. To  only  protest  the  depredations 
of  American  imperialism  in  the  Near 
East  would  be  a gross  capitulation  to 
continued  on  page  9 
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Young  Spartacus 


From  Labourite  Reformism 
to  Revolutionary  Trotskyism 


We  reprint  below  an  article  from 
Workers  Hammer  No.  182  (Aatumn  2002). 
newspaper  of  the  Spartacist  League/ 
Britain.  The  article  is  an  edited  version  of 
a talk  given  by  comrade  James  Palmer 
at  a public  meeting  of  the  SUB  held 
in  London  in  July  in  conjunction  with  our 
internationalist  intervention  into  the 
annual  "Marxism  " event  of  the  reformist 
Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP).  Comrade 
James  a leading  member  of  the 
SWP 's  Oxford  branch  before  being  won  to 
the  revolutionary  Trotskyism  of  the  Inter- 
national Communist  League. 

For  most  of  its  history,  the  Interna- 
tional Socialist  Organization  (ISO)  wai 
the  American  affiliate  of  the  interna- 
tional tendency  founded  by  Tony  Cliff  and 
headed  by  the  British  SWP.  Following 
Cliff’s  death  in  spring  2000.  a hitter  fac- 
tional struggle  erupted  between  the  ISO 
and  the  SWP.  not  over  program  hut  rather 
over  expressions  of  competing  opportun- 
ist appetites  conditioned  by  their  different 
national  terrains.  The  formal  organiza- 
tional .split  consummated  in  March  2001 
notwithstanding,  the  ISO  shares  the  same 
reformist  political  program  as  the  SWP. 
Foremost  among  the  positions  held  in 
common  by  the  ISO  and  the  SWP  is 
the  bankrupt  "theory"  of  .state  capital- 
ism, which  at  bottom  is  a cover  for  hav- 
ing dumped  the  Trotskyist  program  of 
unconditional  military  defense  of  the 
degenerated  and  deformed  workers  states 
against  imperialism. 

Workers  Hammer^ 

I was  previously  a member  of  the 
Socialist  Workers  Parly  of  Tony  Cliff. 
My  purpose  here  today  is  to  explain  how 
it  is  that  I came  to  understand  that 
the  SWP  was  not  the  sort  of  party  that  I 
had  believed  it  was,  and  how  1 was 
won  over  to  the  Leninist/Trotskyist  pro- 
gramme of  the  Spartacist  League.  British 
section  of  the  International  Communist 
League,  by  learning  the  principled  politi- 
cal differences  in  programme  that  draw 
the  real  line  between  revolutionaries  and 
reformists. 


Why  I Joined  the 
Spartacist  League/Britain 


Something  that  concerns  many  young 
members  in  the  SWP  is  the  lack  of  inter- 
nal democracy  within  the  organisation. 
The  reasons  for  this  flow  from  the  con- 
tradictions between  their  professions  to 
be  revolutionary  and  their  actual  pro- 
gramme of  pressuring  the  Labour  Party. 
This  is  reflected  in  the  composition  of 
the  membership,  where  you  have  many 
young  members  who  stay  for  a year  or  so 
until  they  become  disillusioned,  but  you 
also  have  a layer  of  permanent,  mainly 
older,  “cadre”  who  are  cynical  Labour- 
ites in  the  leadership  using  the  youth  to 
do  the  leg  work  in  the  SWP’s  many 
reformist  campaigns. 

How  I Joined  and 
Why  I Left  the  SWP 

At  the  end  of  1999.  I was  amazed  by 
news  that  the  city  of  Seattle  had  been 
rocked  by  what  were  described  as  “anti- 
capitalist riots.”  I was  fascinated  by  the 
idea  that  it  was  possible  to  build  any 
organised  resistance  to  capitalism.  From 
the  way  it  was  reported,  this  seemed  more 
like  an  insurrection  than  a political  dem- 
onstration or  the  CND  (Campaign  for 
Nuclear  Disarmament]  movement  of  the 
1980s.  So  when  I ran  into  some  Socialist 
Worker  sellers  doing  a petition  of  support, 
1 signed  it  and  bought  the  paper  and  also 
left  my  phone  number.  This  was  the  first 
organised  grouping  on  the  left  that  I had 
met  and  it  was  not  long  before  I was 
recruited  by  them.  I had  not  read  any 
communist  literature  at  this  point  and  was 
not  able  to  tell  the  difference  between 
reformist  politics  and  revolutionary  poli- 
tics. I noticed  that  the  SWP  never  said 
much  about  the  former  USSR  or  Cuba, 
merely  classing  them  as  “state  capitalist.” 
1 didn't  feel  that  this  analysis  did  these 
states  justice,  but  now  that  the  Cold  War 
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was  over  and  it  didn’t  seem  to  be  the  main 
issue,  I said  nothing. 

Being  a campaigning  member  of  the 
SWP.  however,  brought  me  into  contact 
with  other  left  groups  (despite  the  SWP’s 
apolitical  argument  that  other  parties  were 
all  “tiny  sectarian  groups”).  One  of  these 
groups  was  the  Spartacist  League,  with 


Lenin  talked  of  the  need  for  a vanguard 
party.  In  Britain,  the  strategic  goal 
is  to  split  the  working  class  politically 
from  social  democracy,  historically,  the 
Labour  Party.  Today,  the  Labour  Partv  is 
so  openly  right-wing  that  it  is  hated  by 
many  working-class  people  and  minori- 
ties. For  a real  Leninist  revolutionary 
party,  this  presents  an  opportunity  to  win 
workers  away  from  Labour  and  Labourite 
politics.  The  SWP  acts  as  a barrier  to 
this  by  offering  the  Socialist  Alliance,  a 
social-democratic  grouping  designed  to 
play  the  same  political  role  as  the  old 
Labour  Party,  that  is  to  say,  it  is  for 
reforming  the  capitalist  state.  One  of  the 
things  that  was  said  during  the  time  1 was 
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1990:  Spartacist-initiated.  250,000-strong  demonstration  against  fascist  dese- 
cration of  Soviet  war  memorial  in  Treptow  Park,  East  Berlin.  We  fought  against 
capitalist  reunification,  for  a red  soviet  Germany  In  a socialist  Europe. 


Cliffites  peddle  Illusions  In  capitalist  electoralism.  In  Britain,  SWP’s  Socialist 
Alliance  seeks  to  corral  youth,  workers  into  “Old  Labour”  parliamentarism, 
while  during  U.S.  2000  election,  the  ISO  hustled  vote  for  capitalist  politico 
Ralph  Nader. 


the  newspaper  Workers  Hammer.  Trot- 
skyist ideas  had  been  denied  to  me  in  the 
SWP,  none  of  his  books  were  ever  on  sale 
at  the  SWP  book  stalls,  but  in  Workers 
Hammer  Trotsky’s  position  on  defend- 
ing the  former  USSR  was  explained  and 
hit  me  as  being  a thousand  times  more 
convincing  than  Tony  Cliff’s  negative, 
defeatist  concept  of  “state  capitalism.”  If 
all  the  revolutions  so  far  had  become  slate 
capitalist  beyond  repair,  then  the  pros- 
pects for  the  working  class  were  very 
bleak  indeed;  there  hardly  seemed  any 
point  in  being  a revolutionary! 

In  addition  to  this,  the  idea  of  voting 
for  the  Labour  Party  in  the  local  elec- 
tions where  there  weren't  any  Socialist 
Alliance  candidates  didn’t  seem  like  the 
way  to  develop  the  sort  of  revolutionary 
working-class  movement  needed  to  bring 
down  the  entire  capitalist  system,  and  I 
wanted  to  be  able  to  discuss  this  with  peo- 
ple who  had  politics  that  were  not  in 
some  way  tied  to  the  Labour  Party.  This 
is  what  led  me  to  more  serious  political 
discussions  with  the  Spartacist  League. 

According  to  Lenin,  in  his  pamphlet 
What  Is  To  Be  Done?,  the  task  of  a revo- 
lutionary party  is  to  build  revolutionary 
consciousness  in  the  working  class  from 
the  outside  as  the  basis  for  revolution. 
It  doesn’t  come  naturally,  that’s  why 


onboard  the  campaign  was:  ‘There  is  a 
massive  political  vacuum  where  the 
Labour  Party  used  to  be!”,  i.e..  the  SWP 
intend  the  Socialist  Alliance  to  fill  that 
gap.  rather  than  taking  advantage  of  the 
huge  divide  to  split  the  working  class 
from  Labourism.  The  final  discrediting  of 
the  Labour  Party  during  recent  years  in 
power  represented  a direct  opportunity  to 
intervene  and  utilise  this  split  from  par- 
liamentary politics;  instead  the  SWP 
chose  to  repair  the  credibility  of  social 
democracy  by  founding  the  Socialist  Alli- 
ance to  plug  the  gap.  Once  it  had  become 
clear  to  me  that  the  SWP  was  another  bar- 
rier to  achieving  a revolution.  I resigned. 

Being  Won  to  the 
Trotskyist  Programme 

My  point  today  is  to  explain  the  basic 
political  differences  and  what  they  actu- 
ally mean.  Why  did  the  SWP  not  defend 
the  Soviet  Union,  what  we  Trotskyists 
understood  to  be  a degenerated  workers 
stale,  and  the  deformed  workers  states  of 
China.  Cuba,  North  Korea  and  Vietnam? 
And  why  do  Trotskyists  defend  them?  In 
Trotsky’s  book  The  Revolution  Beirayrd^ 
he  explained  that  the  Soviet  Union,  as  the 
first  workers  slate,  was  different  not  just 
because  its  government  had  been  founded 
by  workers  councils  called  soviets  and  led 
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M ihtf  Bolshevik  Parly,  bui  because  of  the 
^ property  forms  that  this  society  was 
on.  properly  forms  resulting  from 
^ I9J7  Russian  Revolution.  This  was  a 
tfciciy  where  there  were  no  privately 
owned  factories,  no  one  owned  shares  and 
b(Mids.  there  was  no  stock  exchange,  no 
capiialisi>  could  gel  rich  off  the  workers’ 
backs  by  playing  the  slock  market  or  live 
off  the  interest  and  consequently  there 
was  no  economic  cycle  of  boom  and  bust 
to  cause  misery  and  impoverishment  to 
workers.  This  was  a system  that  could  in 
no  way  be  described  as  capitalist.  It  was 
based  on  a system  of  collectively  owned 
means  of  production,  a planned  economy. 

Stalin's  bureaucracy  first  ascended 
to  power  in  1924  in  the  aftermath  of 
the  defeat  of  the  1923  German  Revolu- 
tion and  Lenin’s  death.  Some  months 
later.  Stalin  would  preach  the  national- 
ist dogma  of  building  “socialism  in  one 
country."  Originally  a recipe  for  uto- 
pian economic  autarky,  “socialism  in  one 
country"  would  become  the  justification 
for  sacrificing  socialist  revolution  inter- 
nationally in  the  illusory  belief  that  the 
imperialists  would,  in  exchange,  cease 
their  drive  to  recapture  for  the  capitalist 
market  the  one-sixth  of  the  globe  ripped 
from  them  by  the  October  Revolution. 
Trotsky  fought  this  betrayal  of  the  Bol- 
sheviks’ internationalism  down  the  line, 
and  fought  as  the  staunchest  defender  of 
the  gains  of  the  Bolshevik-led  October 
Revolution.  He  understood  that  Stalin 
& Co.  eventually  were  able  to  consolidate 
j poHlicat  counterrevolution,  but  not  a 
social  one.  For  this  reason.  Trotsky  con- 
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The  Bolshevik  Revolution  of 
1917  abolished  capitalism  and 
created  the  world's  first  workers 
state.  Unlike  British  SWP,  ISO, 
Trotskyists  defended  the  gains  of 
the  Russian  Revolution  against 
imperialist  attack,  domestic 
counterrevolution. 

Above:  Revolutionary  soldiers 
march  in  Moscow  under  banner 
reading  “Communism." 

Left:  Bolshevik  leader  Leon 
Trotsky  with  Red  Army  graduate 
commanders  in  1924. 

nationally  and  in  the  USSR  the  workers 
would  make  a proletarian  political  revolu- 
tion against  the  Stalinists,  returning  their 
state  to  the  revolutionary  internationalist 
perspective  on  which  it  was  founded.  The 
other  was  that  counterrevolution  would 
triumph,  which  was  always  a danger  due 
to  hostile  imperialist  encirclement  of  the 
world’s  first  workers  stale,  the  bureau- 
cratic and  vacillating  policies  of  the  Sta- 
linist bureaucrats  both  domestically  and 
internationally,  i.e.,  Stalin  & Co.’s  concil- 
iation of  imperialism  at  the  expense  of 
revolution  internationally.  Unfortunately, 
Trotsky  was  later  proved  correct  in  the 
negative.  I should  mention  that  we  found 
workers  in  the  former  East  Germany  were 
amazed  to  read  this  book  for  the  first 
lime,  and  many  could  not  believe  that  it 
had  been  written  50  years  before. 

"State  Capitalism"— 

A Capitulation 

So  why  was  it  that  Cliff’s  Socialist 
Review  Group  (the  SWF’s  forerunner) 
came  into  existence  on  the  basis  of  aban- 
doning Trotskyism  and  refusing  to  defend 
the  Soviet  Union,  the  North  Korean  and 
Chinese  deformed  workers  stales  during 
the  Korean  War?  The  SWF's  leaders 
won’t  tell  it  to  you.  Under  the  fig-leaf  of 
the  United  Nations,  Britain  (then  ruled 
by  a Labour  government)  and  the  U.S. 
were  at  war  with  North  Korea,  which  was 
backed  by  China  and  the  Soviet  Union. 
Any  support  for  the  Communist  forces 
meant  coming  head  to  head  with  the  Brit- 
ish ruling  class  and  state  at  their  most 
aggressive.  This  was  unacceptable  for 
the  Cliff  group,  so  they  dropped  it.  They 
couldn’t  take  the  heal,  so  they  got  out  of 
the  kitchen,  as  they  say.  Rather  than  call- 
ing for  unconditional  military  defence 
of  China  and  North  Korea,  which  meant 
calling  for  the  military  defeat  of  their 
"own”  bourgeoisie,  they  refused  to  de- 
fend the  workers  stales.  In  order  to  cover 
their  capitulation,  the  Cliffites  resorted  to 
equating  both  sides  as  waging  war  for 
their  own  "imperialist"  interests. 

This  line  was  also  flavoured  with  a 
hefty  dose  of  patriotism:  "Why  must  our 
young  lads  fight  and  die  in  far-off  Korea?” 
[Socialixt  Review.  December  1952-January 
1953).  By  reneging  on  revolutionary 
defensism  and  placing  themselves  in 
the  so-called  "Third  Camp" — which  was 
supposedly  for  neither  Washington  nor 
Mo-scow — in  the  reality  of  the  inierna- 


sidered  (he  planned  economy  and  col- 
lectivisation to  be  a massively  pro- 
gressive feature  of  the  new  society  and. 
although  workers  no  longer  had  control 
of  the  political  apparatus  any  more  than 
they  did  in  the  West,  he  knew  that  those 
remaining  gains  for  workers  needed  to  be 
defended  from  a return  to  capitalism.  The 
USSR,  a formerly  backward  country,  was 
able  to  modernise  itself  even  during  the 
epoch  of  imperialism.  From  being  a back- 
ward. largely  agricultural  nation  in  1917, 
the  USSR's  planned  economy  enabled  it 
to  industrialise,  to  mobilise  the  Red  Army 
10  smash  Hitlerite  fascism  throughout 
Eastern  Europe  and.  at  the  end  of  the  Sec- 
ond World  War.  to  emerge  as  one  of  two 
siqKrpowcrs. 

Against  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy,  Trot- 
sky called  for  proletarian  political  revo- 
lution, that  is  for  workers  to  retake  polit- 
ical control  of  the  state,  and  return  the 
Soviet  Union  as  a beacon  of  international 
proletarian  revolution  against  capitalism 
throughout  the  globe.  Trotsky  was  a sci- 
entific socialist,  and  his  conclusions  are 
based  on  Marxist  science.  Thus,  he  was 
quite  clear  that  the  bureaucrats  were  not 
a capitalist  class,  but  a new  type  of  para- 
sitic ruling  caste-,  their  social  existence 
was  dependent  upon  the  collectivised 
property  established  by  the  Russian  Rev- 
olution and  therefore — and  this  is  very 
important — they  were  based  on  a contra- 
diction. That  contradiction  meant  they 
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were  sometimes  compelled  to  defend  the 
Soviet  Union  against  capitalism.  Even 
though  this  ruling  caste  lived  relatively 
privileged  lives  by  comparison  to  the 
mass  of  the  working  people,  even  though 
they  carried  out  often  terrible  repres- 
sion— especially  against  the  supporters  of 
Trotsky’s  Left  Opposition — to  protect 
their  existence,  they  had  not  destroyed  the 
social  basis  of  the  Revolution. 

In  The  Revolution  Betrayed,  written  in 
1937.  Trotsky  explained; 

"As  a conscious  political  force  the  bu- 
reaucracy has  betrayed  the  revolution. 
But  a victorious  revolution  is  fortunately 
not  only  a program  and  a banner,  not 
only  political  institutions,  but  also  a sysl 
tern  of  social  relations.  To  betray  it 
is  not  enough.  You  have  to  overthrow 
it.  The  October  revolution  has  been 
betrayed  by  the  ruling  stratum,  but  not 
yet  overthrown." 

You  can  draw  a very  simple  analogy:  ima- 
gine a trade  union  run  by  rotten  leaders 
that  was  involved  in  a strike.  No  socialist 
in  his  right  mind  would  call  for  the  union 
to  be  smashed  just  because  the  union  tops 
were  corrupt,  or  because  the  struggle 
caused  hardship,  because  this  would  be  a 
huge  defeat  for  the  workers,  too.  The  very 
existence  of  the  union  is  a gain  to  defend. 

Trotsky  went  on  to  outline  two  possible 
outcomes  to  the  class  struggle  with  regard 
to  the  USSR.  One  was  that  the  workers 
would  struggle,  the  Revolution  would 
spread  to  the  citadels  of  imperialism  inter- 


ands  of  courageous  Afghan  women  took  up  arms  f 

In  struggle  to  the  death  against  Islamic  fundamentalists.  Cliffites  sided 

'lA-backed  mujahedin  cutthroats,  cheered  Soviet  withdrawal. 
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tional  class  struggle  they  hud  crossed 
a clear  class  line  and  put  themselves 
firmly  in  the  camp  of  their  own  bourgeoi- 
sie. together  with  the  Labour  Party.  They 
were  rightly  expelled  from  the  Fourth 
International,  founded  by  Trotsky  in  1938. 

In  order  to  provide  a theoretical  justifi- 
cation for  not  defending  the  USSR,  China 
and  North  Korea,  Cliff  & Co.  promoted 
the  "theory"  of  stale  capitalism.  Tony 
Cliff  is  generally  credited  with  the  inven- 
tion of  this  theory,  but  it  was  in  fact  first 
used  by  the  infamous  revisionist  and 
apologist  for  the  crimes  of  the  Second 
International.  Karl  Kautsky,  long  before. 
"Stale  capitalism"  is  not  a serious  Marx- 
ist theory,  rather  it  is  a way  of  rationalis- 
ing defection  from  the  es.sential  task  of 
defending  the  dictatorship  of  the  prole- 
tariat. I can  give  you  a quote  from  some 
years  later  In  a paper  called  The  Leveller 
in  September  1979  where  Cliff  is  caught 
In  a moment  of  rare  honesty.  He  says: 
“And  I say  no,  no.  we  have  nothing  to  do 
with  bloody  Russia,  because  it  is  not  a 
source  of  strength."  I think  that  makes  it 
about  as  clear  as  it  is  going  to  be. 

So  this  was  how  the  SWP  came  to  take 
the  side  of  British  imperialism,  but  1 
want  to  give  you  some  other  examples 
of  enthusiastic  support  for  the  aims  of 
Its  “ow-n"  ruling  class.  This  wasn't  some 
one-off  failure  based  on  a theoretical  de- 
parture from  Trotskyism:  it  was  and  is 
a fundamental  part  of  the  SWF’s  pro- 
gramme of  class  collaboration. 

From  Northern  Ireland... 

In  1969  the  Labour  government  sent 
British  troops  to  occupy  Northern  Ire- 
land. and  assist  in  the  repression  of  the 
Catholic  minority  there.  Revolutionaries 
in  Britain  have  a particular  responsibility 
to  oppose  Brili.sh  imperialism’s  oppres- 
sion in  Ireland  which,  for  a start,  means 
calling  for  the  immediate  and  uncondi- 
tional withdrawal  of  British  troops.  Cliff, 
however,  managed  to  find  a rationale  for 
supporting  the  British  Army,  encourag- 
ing faith  in  the  supposedly  democratic 
credentials  of  British  imperialism.  His 
argument  was  that  it  provided  a "breath- 
ing space"  needed  for  the  Catholic  popu- 
lation to  avoid  a pogrom.  The  pogrom 
did  indeed  occur;  in  Derry  three  years 
later  when  British  paratroopers  opened 
up  into  a crowd,  killing  14  on  “Bloody 
Sunday.”  This  is  the  bloodsoaked  reality 
of  the  SWF’s  unstinting  support  for  the 
Labour  Farty. 

...To  Afghanistan  and 
Counterrevolution  in  the  USSR 

Let’s  look  at  the  restoration  of  capital- 
ism in  Russia  in  1991-1992.  The  SWF 
actively  supported  this.  It  is  totally  clear 
that  this  was  a disaster  for  hundreds  of 
millions  of  workers.  The  remaining  gains 
continued  on  page  8 
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Papers  and  politicians  can  try 
to  give  the  impression  the  col- 
lapse of  one  party  rule  in  the 
USSR  means  the  collapse  of  so- 
cialism. It  does  not. 
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gfirinf  wrtaHnt  njrliring 

British  SWP,  ISO  hailed  Yeltsin  coun- 
terrevolution in  Soviet  Union  which 
brought  misery  and  hunger  to  work- 
ers, national  and  ethnic  minorities. 
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Left:  U.S.  bombing  destroys  warehouse  at  a North  Korean  port.  Right:  Korea's  largest  city,  Seoul,  In  ruins.  Tony  Cliff 
broke  from  Trotskyist  Fourth  International  over  his  refusal  to  defend  North  Korean  deformed  workers  state  under 
attack  by  U.S.,  British  imperialists  during  Korean  War. 


Trotskyism... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

of  the  October  Revolution  were  finally 
undone.  But  Chris  Harman  of  the  SWP 
characterised  the  return  to  capitalism  as  a 
"step  sideways"  from  one  form  of  capital- 
ism to  another.  Unemployment,  virtually 
unknown  in  the  former  USSR,  now  exists 
on  a huge  scale;  life  expectancy  has 
plummeted  and  industrial  productivity  is 
down  to  about  50  per  cent  of  what  it  was 
before.  Reactionary  forces  are  on  the 
rij,e — Great  Russian  chauvinism,  Islamic 
fundamentalism,  anti-Semitism  and  ap- 
palling oppression  for  women.  U.S.  im- 
perialism and  its  partners,  such  as  Blair's 
Labour  government,  feel  unrestrained  in 
their  military  adventures  abroad.  These 
are  the  concrete  realities  of  Harman's 
“step  sideways.” 

But  the  SWP  grotesquely  hailed  Boris 
Yeltsin's  counterrevolutionary  counter- 
coup  as  “The  Russian  Revolution  of 
1991.”  and  the  Socialist  Worker  of  31 
August  that  year  proclaimed;  “Commu- 
nism has  collapsed....  It  is  a fact  that 
should  have  every  socialist  rejoicing.” 
For  our  part,  the  ICL  actively  fought  to 
defend  the  gains  of  October,  including 
within  the  Soviet  Union,  where  our  Mos- 
cow group  distributed  tens  of  thousands 
of  leaflets  headlined  “Soviet  Workers: 
Defeat  Yellsin-Bush  Counterrevolution.” 

One  of  the  crucial  events  leading  to 
the  destruction  of  the  USSR  was  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Red  Army  from 
Afghanistan.  The  SWP  denounced  the 
Soviet  presence  as  Russian  “imperial- 
ism." Against  the  CIA-backed  mujahedin 
forces  waging  bloody  civil  war  against 
even  modest  improvement  in  the  condi- 
tion of  women  in  Afghanistan — the  re- 
duction of  the  bride  price,  the  lifting 
of  the  veil  and  education  of  girls  and 
women — we  Spartacists  recognised  the 
progressive  role  played  by  the  Red  Army 
forces  in  Afghanistan.  Our  slogan  was: 
“Hail  Red  Army!  Extend  social  gains  of 
the  October  Revolution  to  Afghan  peo- 


ples!” Workers  in  the  West  needed  to  be 
called  on  to  stand  against  the  sending  of 
arms  and  money  to  the  mujahedin,  just 
as  trade  unions  were  mobilised  to  stop 
supplies  of  arms  to  the  counterrevolu- 
tionary White  forces  during  the  Russian 
Civil  War  that  followed  the  1917  Revolu- 
tion. We  offered  to  recruit  volunteers  to 
fight  for  the  Kabul  government  after  the 
Kremlin  had  decided  to  withdraw.  While 
our  offer  was  refused,  we  took  up  the 
suggestion  of  the  Afghan  government  to 
raise  funds  for  the  besieged  fighters  at 
Jalalabad  and  in  fact  were  able  to  raise 
thousands  of  pounds  internationally  on 
their  behalf. 

As  for  the  SWP.  one  of  its  leaders.  Paul 
Foot,  actually  attacked  Margaret  Thatcher 
(who,  along  with  the  U.S.  rulers,  was  in 
the  forefront  of  backing  the  reaction- 
ary Islamic  fundamentalists  in  Afghani- 
stan) from  the  right  in  his  column  in  the 
Daily  Mirror  (25  June  1980).  complain- 


ing that  exports  of  EU  [European  Union) 
meat  (“our  beef)  may  have  been  used 
in  rations  for  the  Red  Army.  When  the 
Red  Army  was  finally  withdrawn.  Social- 
ist Worker  (4  February  1989)  said:  ‘The 
repercussions  of  this  defeat  will  echo  way 
beyond  the  borders  of  Afghanistan.  All 
socialists  should  welcome  it.”  1 think  this 
makes  pretty  clear  the  side  which  the 
SWP  had  taken  in  the  wider  struggle. 

The  SWP  and  Labourism 

How  can  we  explain  these  betrayals  of 
the  international  working  class  by  the 
SWP?  They  are  based  on  a split  from 
Trotskyism  to  join  the  camp  of  Labour, 
the  party  that  serves  to  tie  the  working 
class  to  British  imperialism.  This  is  why 
they  will  not  oppose  them  in  elections. 
This  has  always  been  true,  long  before  the 
SWP’s  turn  towards  electoralism  via  the 
Socialist  Alliance.  The  politics  of  the  So- 
cialist Alliance,  meanwhile,  are  even  to 
the  right  of  the  politics  of  “Old  Labour.” 
Subordinated  to  the  goal  of  getting  New 
Labour  re-elected,  it  is  nothing  more  than 
a pressure  group  on  Blair  & Co.  This  was 
made  clear  when  the  SWP  announced  in 
the  last  general  election;  “Our  approach 
in  the  coming  election  should  be  vote 
Socialist  where  you  can,  vote  Labour 
where  you  must”  (International  Social- 
ism No.  90.  Spring  2001). 

The  historic  role  of  the  Labour  Party 
in  Britain  can  be  seen  in  regard  to  the 
Russian  Revolution.  Labour  vehemently 
opposed  it.  In  the  years  immediately 
after  the  Russian  Revolution,  workers 
in  the  West  knew  that  something  historic 
had  been  achieved  for  their  class,  and 
they  wanted  it  here,  too.  What  they  didn’t 
know  was  how  to  get  it.  To  head  off  rev- 
olutionary explosions.  Labour  adopted 
measures  like  Clause  IV  in  its  constitu- 
tion. which  called  for  collective  owner- 
ship of  the  means  of  production.  At  the 
time,  the  Labour  Party  had  never  been  in 
power,  and  Lenin  advocated  tactics,  such 
as  critical  electoral  support,  in  order  to 
expose  its  real  purpose — to  rule  for  the 
bourgeoisie — and  thus  to  effect  a split 
by  the  working-class  base  from  the  pre- 
capitalist tops  of  what  Lenin  called  a 
bourgeois  workers  party.  I think  it  is 
quite  clear  that  this  is  a tactic  which  does 
not  apply  today  to  Blair's  "New  Labour." 
In  the  last  general  elections,  we  did 
apply  the  tactic  of  critical  support  for 
Arthur  Scargill's  Socialist  Labour  Party 
(SLP).  The  SLP  are  based  on  Old  Labour 
“Clause  IV  ” socialism,  and  there  is  no 
way  they  can  lead  workers  to  revolution. 
Our  critical  suppon  was  based  on  their 
refusal  to  support  Labour  in  any  way  and 
the  fact  that,  unlike  the  Socialist  Alli- 
ance, they  advanced  basic  demands  in 
the  interest  of  the  working  class,  includ- 
ing the  demand  for  British  troops  out 
of  Northern  Ireland. 

The  SWP's  Labour-loyalism  is  the 
total  antithesis  to  the  whole  concept 


of  building  revolutionary  consciousness, 
serving  to  tie  workers  to  illusions  in 
the  “mother  of  parliaments,”  as  Labour 
leaders  obsequiously  worship  institutions 
such  as  the  monarchy.  House  of  Lords 
and  established  churches.  And  this  is 
what  the  SWP  has  always  done:  at  each 
election  the  SWP  says.  “Vote  Labour  with 
no  illusions.”  and  then  four  years  later, 
“Vote  Labour  with  no  illusions,"  ad  nau- 
seam. Today,  there  are  a lot  of  youth  and 
workers  who  are  a million  miles  to  the 
left  of  Tony  Blair  and  would  rather  cut 
their  own  throats  than  vote  for  him.  The 
huge  gap  between  New  Labour  and  work- 
ers and  youth  today  is  an  opening  we  seek 
to  utilise  in  order  to  build  a revolution- 
ary Leninist/Trotskyist  party.  The  SWP. 
through  its  various  coalitions,  alliances 
and  electoral  campaigns,  seek  on  the  con- 
trary to  rope  radical  youth  and  advanced 
workers  back  into  the  Labourite  fold. 

The  “Third  Camp”  vs. 
Revolutionary  Internationalism 

The  position  taken  by  the  SWP  over 
the  Russian  Question  is  not  some  irrele- 
vant piece  of  history.  It  is  their  polit- 
ical credentials.  It  mattered  then  and 
it  matters  now  because  capitalism  has 
not  yet  been  restored  in  China,  North 
Korea.  Vietnam  and  Cuba.  There  have 
been  major  battles  fought  by  millions 
of  workers  against  the  introduction  of 
“market  reforms”  being  introduced  in 
China  and  elsewhere.  How  can  you  seri- 
ously fight  against  capitalism  if  you 
don’t  fight  against  its  return  to  these 
states  where  capitalism  has  been  over- 
thrown by  mass  insurgencies?  Should, 
for  instance,  the  proponents  of  capital- 
ist counterrevolution  prevail  in  China, 
another  billion  workers  to  exploit  in 
China  will  only  strengthen  huge  corpora- 
tions and  weaken  the  position  of  workers 
everywhere.  This  is  not  an  abstract  argu- 
ment for  internationalists. 

There  is  no.  and  can  be  no.  third  camp 
because  the  third  camp  is  merely  the 
camp  of  imperialism.  The  Labourism  in- 
herent in  the  politics  of  the  SWP  reflects 
the  basic  capitulation  to  its  "own”  bour- 
geoisie codified  by  its  abandonment  of 
the  Trotskyist  programme  for  uncondi- 
tional military  defence  of  all  those  states 
where  capitalism  had  been  overthrown, 
not  least  in  the  homeland  of  the  October 
Revolution. 

Comrades  of  the  Spariacist  League 
fight  for  the  international,  proletarian 
and  revolutionary  communism  of  Lenin 
and  Trotsky,  for  new  Octobers.  The  SWP 
denounce  us  as  “sectarians"  for  this.  We 
are  proud  to  do  the  groundwork  needed 
to  build  a revolutionary  party  here  m 
Britain,  carrying  out  the  necessary 
against  social  democracy  and  its  hangers- 
on,  fighting  to  win  serious  revolutionanes 
to  the  struggle  to  reforge  the  Fourth  Inter- 
national, world  party  of  socialist  revolu- 
tion. Join  usiB 
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Alternate  Thursdays,  7 p.m. 
October  10:  The  State,  the  Family 
and  Class  Society— 

For  Women’s  Liberation  Through 
Socialist  Revolution! 

Boston  University.  CAS  Room  237 
725  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Information  and  readings:  (617)  666-9453 
or  e-mail  bostonsyc@yahoo.com 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Alternate  Tuesdays,  7 p.m. 
October  6;  Black  Oppression  Is  the 
Bedrock  of  Racist  American 
Capitalism — For  Black  Liberation 
Through  Socialist  Revolution! 
Columbia  University 
(116th  and  Broadway) 

Meet  at  Hamilton  Hall  Lobby 
Information  and  readings;  (212)  267-1025 
or  e-mail  nysl@compuserve.com 


TORONTO 


Thursday,  6:30  p.m. 

October  17:  Down  With  U.S. /Canada 
Terror  War  Against  Afghanistan 
and  Iraq!  Only  Socialist  Revolution 
Can  End  Imperialist  War 
University  of  Toronto 
Sidney  Smith  Hall,  Room  2116 
100  St.  George  St.  (north  of  College) 
Information  and  readings;  (416)  593-4138 
or  e-mail  spartcan@on.aibn.com 

VSsft  tho 
ICL  Web  Site: 
www.lcl-fl.org 


Alternate  Tuesdays,  7 p.m. 
October  8:  The  Fight  for  Socialist 
Revolution — 

The  Russian  Revolution:  How  the 
Bolsheviks  Came  to  Power 
UC  Berkeley,  246  Dwinelle  Hall 
Information  and  readings:  (510)  839-0851 


CHICAGO 


Alternate  Tuesdays,  6 p.m. 
October  15;  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! 
No  Illusions  in  the  Racist,  Capitalist 
State  and  Its  Courts! 

University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago 
Room  117  Lincoln  Hall 
707  S.  Morgan  St. 

Information  and  readings;  (312)  563-0441 
or  e-mail  spartacist@iname.com 


LOS  ANGELES 


Saturdays,  2 p.m. 

October  5:  Introduction  to  Marxism: 
Historical  Materialism 
October  12;  The  Economics 
of  Capitalism 

3806  Beverly  Blvd.,  Room  215 
(Vermont/Beverly  Red  Line  station) 
Information  and  readings;  (213)  380-8239 
or  e-mail  slsycla@cs.com 


VANCOUVER 


Alternate  Tuesdays,  6 p.m. 
October  8;  Fight  Anglo-Chauvinism: 
Independence  for  Quebec! 

University  of  British  Columbia, 
Student  Union  Building,  Room  213 
information  and  readings:  (604)  687-0353 
or  e-mail  tllt@look.ca 
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Hysteria... 

{continued  from  page  2) 

(en’or"  declared,  such  assertions  are  par- 
ticularly ominous. 

A clear  example  of  the  government's 
assault  on  civil  liberties  is  the  prosecution 
of  the  alleged  “Al  Qaeda  sleeper  cell”  in 
Lackawanna,  New  York.  The  suspects — 
Shafal  A.  Mosed.  Yahya  A.  Goba,  Sahim 
A.  Alwan,  Yasein  A.  Taher.  Faysal  H. 
Galab  and  Mukhtar  al-Bakri  (who  was 
arrested  in  Bahrain) — are  all  American 
citi/.cns  of  Yemeni  background  who  grew 
up  in  the  steel  town  in  up.statc  New  York. 
The  government’s  case  states  that  these 
men.  whom  they  have  been  monitoring 
for  over  a year,  spent  time  in  Pakistan 
in  early  2001.  According  to  the  prosecu- 
tors, Alwan  and  al-Bakri  went  on  to 
Afghanistan  and  spent  time  at  an  alleged 
Al  Qaeda  training  camp.  But  even  ac- 
cording to  the  government's  case,  none  of 
these  men  had  actually  done  anything, 
nor  did  they  plan  to  do  anything.  Tlie  FBI 
itself  admitted  that  the  men  did  not  have 
"anything  specific  that  they  were  plan- 
ning that  would  jeopardize  the  health  and 
safety  of  anybody  in  the  United  States  or 
Western  New  York”  (CNN.  15  Septem- 
ber). In  fact.  Alwan  faked  an  ankle  injury 
during  his  ten-day  stay  at  the  camp  in 
order  to  get  out. 

But  as  the  U.S.  gears  up  for  an  attack 
on  Iraq,  the  Bush  administration  is  des- 


Buffalo:  Protest  at 
September  18  ball 
hearing  for  six  U.S. 
citizens  of  Yemeni 
descent  accused  of 
being  an  Al  Qaeda 
"sleeper  cell.” 


perate  for  anything  it  can  point  to  as  an 
intelligence  victory  in  the  "war  on  terror.” 
The  prosecution  of  the  Lackawanna  men 
has  been  run  from  the  highest  level. 
Defense  lawyers  say  that  any  plea  bar- 
gains for  individual  defendants  will  have 
to  be  run  through  Attorney  General  John 
Ashcroft,  if  not  Bush  himself. 

Not  only  have  the  Democrats  marched 
in  lockstep  with  Bush  & Co.  in  the  "war 


on  terror,"  but  it  was  Democratic  presi- 
dent Bill  Clinton’s  1996  “Anti-Terrorism" 
act — with  its  secret  hearings,  “preven- 
tive" detention  and  broad  definition  of 
"terrorism" — that  laid  the  groundwork 
for  the  Bush  administration's  USA- 
Patriot  Act.  The  young  men  in  Lacka- 
wanna are  being  charged  under  provi- 
sions of  the  1996  law.  which  holds  that 
"material  support  or  resources"  provided 


to  groups  the  U.S.  government  deems 
"terrorist"  is  the  same  as  terrorism  itself 
even  if,  as  in  this  case,  this  means  simply 
being  in  an  Al  Qaeda  camp  and  appar- 
ently not  enjoying  it.  The  government 
is  seeking  to  bolster  its  thought-crime 
conspiracy  laws,  whose  victims  are  pros- 
ecuted on  the  basis  of  political  views 
and  association  rather  than  any  actions 
they've  carried  out.  Historically,  such 
laws  have  been  used  to  imprison  count- 
less union  militants,  fighters  for  black 
rights,  leftists  and  anyone  the  government 
perceives  to  be  an  “enemy." 

The  Bush  administration  has  been  able 
to  ram  through  its  new  repressive  meas- 
ures by  pushing  the  illusion  that  they  are 
intended  for  a specific  small  and  vul- 
nerable sector  of  the  population — immi- 
grants from  Muslim  countries.  But  as 
the  arrests  in  Lackawanna  and  else- 
where demonstrate,  the  line  between  non- 
citizen and  citizen  is  becoming  increas- 
ingly blurred.  The  American  populace  is 
now  expected  to  accept  curtailment 
of  their  rights  as  the  norm.  But  what 
the  government  can  actually  get  away 
with  will  be  determined  by  the  level 
of  social  struggle.  The  working  class  in 
the  U.S.  has  every  stake  in  mobiliz- 
ing against  the  truly  frightening  "war  on 
terror.”  which  will  ultimately  be  used 
to  attack  the  labor  movement.  DoH'n 
with  the  government's  “war  on  terror”! 
Defend  immigrant  rights!  Defend  demo- 
cratic rights!  m 


Germany... 

(continued  from  page  5) 

German  nationalism.  Marxists  in  Ger- 
many must  insist:  Not  one  man.  not 
one  penny  for  the  German  bourgeois 
military!  What  about  German  military 
rampages  in  Afghanistan  and  the  Bal- 
kans. the  anli-“terror"  witchhunt  which 
targets  immigrants  and  leftists  at  home, 
as  well  as  the  unemployment  and  immis- 
eration  that  threatens  working  people? 
The  struggle  against  war  abroad  must 
be  linked  to  the  fight  against  capital- 
ism through  a proletarian  internationalist 
perspective;  only  in  such  a fashion  can 
the  struggle  for  socialist  revolution  go 
forward. 

Pacifism  vs.  Marxism 

Leon  Trotsky,  co-leader  with  Lenin 
of  the  1917  Russian  Revolution  and 
founder  of  the  Fourth  International,  dis- 
tinguished between  the  pacifism  of  the 
masses  and  bourgeois  pacifism.  Writing 
in  the  1938  Transitional  Program,  he 
asserted: 

"In  addition,  it  is  necessary  to  differen- 
tiate strictly  between  the  pacifism  of  the 
diplomat,  professor,  journalist,  and  the 
pacifism  of  the  carpenter,  agricultural 
worker,  and  charwoman.  In  one  case, 
pacifism  is  a screen  for  imperialism;  in 
the  other,  it  is  the  confused  expression 
of  distrust  in  imperialism.  When  the 
small  farmer  or  worker  speaks  about  the 
defense  of  the  fatherland,  he  means 
defense  of  his  home,  his  family,  and 
other  similar  families  from  invasion, 
bombs,  and  poisonous  gas.  The  capitalist 
and  his  journalist  understand  by  the 
defense  of  the  fatherland  the  seizure  of 
colonies  and  markets,  the  predatory 
increase  of  the  ‘national’  share  of  world 
income.  Bourgeois  pacifism  and  patriot- 
ism are  shot  through  with  deceit.” 
Bourgeois  pacifism  is  indeed  shot 
through  with  deceit.  A clear  if  somewhat 
extreme  example  was  Adolf  Hiller.  The 
first  couple  of  years  after  taking  power. 
Hitler  swore  high  and  low  that  his  inten- 
tions were  peaceful.  Why?  Under  the 
Versailles  Treaty  that  ended  World  War  I. 
Germany  had  been  effectively  disarmed. 
Hitler  lacked  the  means  to  wage  war,  so 
he  talked  peace.  But  all  of  this  changed 
once  he  had  assembled  a sizable  arsenal. 
If  today  the  German  imperialists  clothe 
themselves  in  more  pacific  garb  than 
ihcir  American  counterparts,  it  does  not 
at  all  mean  that  they  are  inherently  more 
"peaceful."  It  simply  reflects  the  fact  that 
at  the  present  moment  they  lack  the  mili- 
means  to  challenge  their  American 
rivals.  But  if  and  when  the  relationship 
of  forces  changes  on  the  international 
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arena,  so  will  the  methods  of  struggle. 

The  Greens  are  yet  another  example  of 
a bourgeois  party  that  began  by  proclaim- 
ing its  "pacifism"  but  ended  up  participat- 
ing in  a government  that  bombed  Serbia 
and  invaded  Afghanistan.  The  Greens 
play  a particular  role  in  the  alliance  with 
the  social  democrats.  Unlike  the  SPD,  the 
Green  Party  is  not  connected  to  the  organ- 
ized workers  movement  and  is  therefore 
the  vehicle  through  which  the  German 
industrialists  can  push  for  the  labor  mar- 


ket "reforms"  they  clamor  for.  which  in 
practice  amount  to  attacks  on  the  unions. 
Recently  the  SPD/Green  government  has 
drastically  slashed  unemployment  bene- 
fits and  instituted  regulations  that  make  it 
more  difficult  for  unemployed  workers  to 
refuse  jobs  that  offer  low  pay  rales  or 
require  moving  great  distances. 

In  the  past,  the  PDS  has  attracted 
some  young  people  who  regard  it  as  a 
left  alternative  to  the  SPD.  In  the  recent 
elections  the  Sozialistische  Alternative 
Voran  (SAV).  affiliated  to  Peter  Taaffe’s 
Socialist  Party  in  Britain  and  Socialist 
Alternative  in  the  U.S..  supported  a vote 
to  the  PDS.  The  SAV  regards  the  PDS  as 
being  somehow  a "peace  party”  and 
therefore  qualitatively  superior  to  the 
SPD.  In  actuality,  having  embraced  the 
bourgeois  order  with  its  sellout  of  the 
DDR.  the  PDS  is  simply  a second-rate 
version  of  the  SPD.  In  all  essential 
respects  its  program  is  the  same,  not 
least  of  all  in  its  willingness  to  administer 
capitalist  austerity.  Last  year  the  PDS 
formed  a government  coalition  with  the 


SPD  in  Berlin.  The  purpose  of  this  was 
to  give  a “left  face"  to  a government 
whose  task  has  been  to  bail  out  a finan- 
cially bankrupt  city  by  means  of  cuts 
in  social  spending  and  attacks  on  the 
working  class.  The  PDS’  direct  complic- 
ity in  enforcing  capitalist  belt-tightening 
in  Berlin  and  elsewhere  in  eastern  Ger- 
many was  an  important  factor  in  its  disas- 
trous showing  in  the  elections,  where  it 
lost  everything  but  two  parliamentary 
seals.  As  Winnie  Wolf,  a perennial  loyal 


left  critic  in  the  PDS.  frankly  acknowl- 
edged; "Its  (PDS’l  policies  as  a govern- 
mental party  are  scarcely  distinguishable 
from  those  of  the  SPD  and  Greens. 
That's  why  the  losses  in  Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommern  and  Berlin  are  particularly 
high"  iJunge  Welt,  24  September), 

In  fact,  since  selling  out  the  DDR  in 
1989-90.  the  PDS  has  never  been  an 
opponent  of  imperialism;  it  has  simply 
quibbled  over  the  means  to  achieve 
imperialist  objectives.  In  the  1990-91 
Gulf  War.  the  PDS  preferred  to  starve 
rather  than  to  bomb  the  Iraqis  into  sub- 
mission. advocating  a UN  embargo  (a 
position  which  it  later  dropped).  Sanc- 
tions are  in  fact  a step  towa^  war  and  in 
the  case  of  Iraq,  over  the  course  of  many 
years  they  have  killed  far  more  Iraqis 
than  the  imperialist  armed  forces.  In  the 
Balkans  conflict  three  years  ago,  the 
PDS  supported  an  occupation  of  Kosovo, 
differing  in  that  they  wanted  it  car- 
ried out  by  the  UN  or  the  European- 
controlled  Organization  for  Security  and 
Cooperation  in  Europe  (OSCE)  rather 


than  the  American-controlled  NATO. 
The  PDS’  line  is  no  more  motivated 
by  opposition  to  imperialism  than  is 
Schroder  today.  They  want  German 
imperialism  to  be  more  independent  of 
the  American  imperialists.  Indeed  the 
PDS  (as  well  as  some  SPD  dissidents 
like  Oskar  LaFoniaine)  has  long  advo- 
cated a closer  alliance  with  capitalist 
Russia.  Such  a lash-up.  which  is  not 
inconceivable,  would  provide  Germany 
.with  what  it  has  the  technology  for 
but  does  not  yet  possess:  an  arsenal  of 
nuclear  weapons. 

Marxists  are  not  pacifists.  We  do  not 
have  a position  against  “war  in  general." 
Our  line  on  particular  wars  is  determined 
by  our  programmatic  opposition  to  the 
imperialist  order  and  our  struggle  in  the 
interests  of  the  working  class  internation- 
ally. In  the  event  of  an  imperialist  inva- 
sion of  the  Gulf,  a war  waged  by  Iraq 
would  be  a just,  defensive  war.  We  are 
therefore  for  military  defense  of  Iraq, 
without  giving  one  iota  of  political  sup- 
port to  Saddam  Hussein.  Any  other  posi- 
tion would  constitute  a capitulation  to  the 
existing  bourgeois  order,  in  which  a small 
number  of  rich  imperialist  states  domi- 
nate and  exploit  the  vast  majority  of 
working  people  and  oppressed  world- 
wide. Likewise  we  stand  for  the  uncondi- 
tional military  defense  of  the  remaining 
deformed  workers  states — China.  Viet- 
nam, North  Korea  and  Cuba — against 
imperialist  attack  and  internal  counter- 
revolution. One  cannot  win  new  gains 
without  defending  what  has  already  been 
ripped  out  of  the  sphere  of  capitalist 
exploitation. 

There  is  no  shortcut  to  genuine  peace 
short  of  the  overthrow  of  the  capitalist 
order  and  its  replacement  with  a world 
socialist  order.  As  Bolshevik  leader  V.I. 
Lenin  emphasized: 

"The  temper  of  the  masses  in  favour  of 
peace  often  expresses  the  beginning  of 
protest,  anger  and  a realisation  of  the 
reactionary  nature  of  the  war.  It  is  the 
duty  of  all  Social-Democrats  to  utilise 
that  temper.  They  will  take  a most  ardent 
part  in  any  movement  and  in  any  demon- 
stration motivated  by  that  sentiment,  but 
they  will  not  deceive  the  people  with 
admitting  the  idea  that  a peace  with- 
out annexations,  without  oppression  of 
nations,  without  plunder,  and  without  the 
embryo  of  new  wars  among  the  present 
governments  and  ruling  classes,  is  pos- 
sible in  the  absence  of  a revolutionary 
movement." 

— Socialism  amt  War  (1915) 

It  is  to  the  forging  of  a proletarian  inter- 
nationalist party  that  can  lead  such  a 
revolutionary  movement  to  victory  that 
we  are  dedicated.! 


Spartakisi 


Berlin.  May  13:  IG  Metall  strikers  at  DaimlerChrysler  auto  plant,  one  of  a 
series  of  roliing  strikes  that  shook  SPD-led  government. 
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Iraq... 

(continued from  page  I) 

have  defied  curfews  to  come  out  on  the 
streets  and  demonstrate.  Almost  the 
entirely  of  the  West  Bank  is  now  again 
under  the  iron  fist  of  Israeli  military 
occupation,  the  oppressed  Palestinian 
population  confined  to  their  villages  and 
towns  by  a network  of  military  check- 
points. barbed  wire  and  trenches  and 
imprisoned  in  their  homes  for  days  and 
weeks  at  a time  by  24-hour  curfews. 

Around  the  globe,  there  is  mounting 
fear  and  anger  over  Washington’s  war 
moves  against  Iraq,  accentuated  by  the 
release  of  the  “Bush  doctrine”  earlier 
this  month  threatening  any  perceived 
adversary  with  “pre-emptive”  military 
strikes.  On  Saturday,  over  400.000  peo- 
ple marched  in  London  to  oppose  the 
Blair  Labour  government’s  support  for 
war  against  Iraq.  In  Germany.  Gerhard 
Schroder’s  Social  Democratic  (SPD)/ 
Green  coalition,  which  had  been  trailing 
in  the  polls,  was  re-elected  on  the  basis 
of  opposition  to  an  American  war.  In 
Mexico  City,  one  television  poll  elicited 
over  40,000  calls,  with  more  than  80  per- 
cent opposed  to  any  endorsement  by  the 
neocolonial  Fox  government  of  the  com- 
ing U.S.  onslaught. 

Our  opposition  to  this  war  is  based  on 
our  struggle  in  the  interests  of  the  work- 
ing people  and  oppressed  internationally 
against  an  imperialist  order  in  which 
a handful  of  rich  and  powerful  slates 
dominate  and  exploit  the  world.  A war 
between  the  U.S.  and  Iraq  would  be  reac- 
tionary and  predatory  on  the  part  of  the 
U.S.,  but  just  and  defensive  on  the  part  of 
Iraq.  We  stand  for  the  military  defense  of 
Iraq  against  imperialist  attack  without 
giving  one  iota  of  political  support  to  the 
bloody  Saddam  Hussein  regime,  which  is 
run  by  a Sunni  Arab  minority  oppressing 
the  Shi’ite  and  Kurdish  populations. 

The  defense  of  neocolonial  Iraq  against 
the  American  imperialist  behemoth  is  in 
the  interests  of  working  people  and  the 
oppressed  around  the  world,  not  least  in 
the  United  States.  A decade  of  imperial- 
ist attacks  against  defenseless  peoples 
abroad  has  been  accompanied  in  the  U.S. 
by  the  loss  of  millions  of  jobs,  the 
increasing  erosion  of  any  health  care 
benefits  for  tens  of  millions  of  people, 
the  virtual  destruction  of  welfare  and  an 
unparalleled  widening  of  the  gap  between 
rich  and  poor.  The  domestic  “war  on 
terror."  directed  overwhelmingly  against 
Muslims  and  Arabs,  is  ultimately  aimed 
at  organized  labor.  This  is  most  starkly 
demonstrated  by  government  threats  of 
military  strikebreaking  against  the  West 
Coast  International  Longshore  and  Ware- 
house Union  (ILWU). 

Every  unchallenged  act  of  aggrandize- 
ment. every  new  easy  win  further 
emboldens  America’s  capitalist  rulers  to 
lash  out  against  their  perceived  enemies 
at  home  and  abroad.  Small,  neocolonial 
Iraq  is  in  no  position  to  militarily  prevail 
over  the  U.S.  imperialist  war  machine. 
The  Bush  administration  screams  that 
Saddam  Hussein  has  “weapons  of  mass 


destruction."  But  the  fact  is  that  the  one- 
sided slaughter  carried  out  by  the  U.S.- 
led  coalition  in  1991  and  12  years  of 
sanctions — as  well  as  the  loss  of  its  overt 
Soviet  and  covert  American  military  sup- 
pliers— have  left  the  Iraqi  military  much 
weaker  even  than  it  was  during  the  Gulf 
War.  with  the  army  barely  one-third  its 
former  size  and  most  of  what  equipment 
it  has  in  need  of  spare  parts. 

Pursuit  of  the  class  struggle  in  the  U.S. 
and  other  imperialist  countries  is  the  chief 
means  of  defending  Iraq  against  imperial- 
ist attack.  “Imperialist  war  is  the  contin- 
uation and  sharpening  of  the  predatory 
politics  of  the  bourgeoisie.  The  struggle 
of  the  proletariat  against  war  is  the  con- 
tinuation and  sharpening  of  the  class 
struggle.”  These  words  from  the  1938 
Transitional  Program,  written  by  revolu- 
tionary fighter  Leon  Trotsky  in  the  lead- 
up  to  the  second  interimperialist  world 
war,  must  guide  class-conscious  workers 
and  antiwar  youth  on  the  eve  of  this  pred- 
atory war  against  Iraq.  Every  strike,  every 
labor  mobilization  against  the  govern- 
ment’s war  plans  and  its  attacks  on  work- 
ers and  minorities,  every  mass  protest  in 


defiance  of  the  assaults  on  civil  liberties 
is  a blow  against  Bush’s  war  drive. 

For  class  struggle  at  home  against  the 
U.S.  capitalist  rulers!  Down  with  the 
racist  war  on  immigrants!  Defend  Iraq 
against  imperialist  attack!  Down  with 
the  UN  starvation  blockade!  Defend  the 
Palestinians — Israel  out  of  the  Occupied 
Territories!  U.S.,  UN  and  all  imperialist 
forces  out  of  the  Near  East,  Central  Asia 
and  Afghanistan!  Only  workers  revolu- 
tion can  end  imperialist  war! 

The  “Bush  Doctrine”: 

U.S.  Imperialism  Declares 
War  on  the  World 

In  his  speech  to  the  UN  on  September 
12.  Bush  made  a grudging  bow  to  "mul- 
tilateralism” while  delivering  a U.S.  ulti- 
matum for  war  against  Iraq.  Coming  only 
days  later,  the  release  of  the  Bush  gov- 
ernment’s “National  Security  Strategy” 
document  was  something  of  a diplomatic 
bombshell.  Affirming  a general  policy  of 
“pre-emptive”  war,  the  document  states 
that  the  U.S.  is  militarily  “strong  enough 
to  dissuade  potential  adversaries  from 
pursuing  a military  buildup  in  hopes  of 


surpassing,  or  equaling,  the  power  of  the 
United  States.”  Summarizing  the  admin- 
istralion’s  view,  the  New  York  Tmtex  (20 
September)  wrote  that  “the  president  has 
no  intention  of  allowing  any  foreign 
power  to  catch  up  with  the  huge  lead  the 
United  Slates  has  opened  since  the  fall  of 
the  Soviet  Union  more  than  a decade  ago." 

This  doctrine  is  the  encapsulation  of  the 
arrogance  and  triumphalism  of  the  U.S 
imperialist  rulers — whose  military  budget 
is  greater  than  that  of  the  next  1 9 countries 
combined — since  capitalist  counterrev- 
olution destroyed  the  Soviet  Union  a 
decade  ago.  Our  international  tendency, 
the  International  Communist  League, 
fought  until  the  bitter  end  for  the  uncon- 
ditional military  defense  of  the  Soviet 
Union  against  imperialism  and  capitalist 
counterrevolution  and  called  on  the  Soviet 
proletariat  to  sweep  away  the  Stalinist 
misrulers.  whose  bureaucratic  misman- 
agement and  futile  attempts  to  conciliate 
imperialism  paved  the  way  for  capitalist 
restoration.  The  destruction  of  the  former 
Soviet  Union  ushered  in  a far  more  dan- 
gerous world.  As  the  ICL’s  "Declaration 
of  Principles  and  Some  Elements  of  Pro- 
gram” iSpariacist  [English-language  edi- 
tion] No.  54.  Spring  1998)  stressed: 

"History  speaks  its  verdicts  loudly.  The 
ascendancy  of  counterrevolution  in  the 
former  USSR  is  an  unparalleled  defeat 
for  working  people  all  over  the  world, 
decisively  altering  the  political  landM.ape 
on  this  planet.  No  longer  challenged 
by  Soviet  military  might.  U.S.  imperial- 
ism has  proclaimed  a ‘one-superpnwcr 
world.’  running  roughshod  over  semico- 
lonial peoples  from  the  Persian  Gulf  to 
Haiti.  No  longer  the  unrivaled  ccom>mic 
powerhouse  of  world  imperialism,  the 
United  States  still  maintains  the  murder- 
ous advantage  of  its  military  might,  while 
often  preferring  to  camouflage  its  terror 
under  the  ‘humanitarian’  fig  leaf  of  the 
United  Nations’  ‘den  of  thieves’  " 

Virtually  the  entire  “left”  howled  along 
with  the  imperialist  wolves  in  backing  the 
forces  of  counterrevolution  that  destroyed 
the  Soviet  Union  and  the  deformed  work- 
ers stales  of  East  Europe.  Having  done 
their  bit  to  strengthen  the  rapacious  might 
of  U.S.  imperialism,  today  these  same 
groups,  particularly  in  Europe,  push  the 
illusion  that  the  European  governments  or 
the  United  Nations  can  and  should  be 
made  to  stop  an  American  war  against 
Iraq.  The  UN  is  simply  a clearing-house 
for  the  rival  imperialist  powers,  and  the 
European  bourgeoisies  have  neither  the 
will  nor  the  capacity  to  stop  the  U.S. 
Moreover,  though  constrained  by  Wash- 
ington’s overwhelming  military  superior- 
ity. they  are  no  less  predatory  in  their  own 
national  interests. 

At  any  rale,  in  its  war  moves  against 
Iraq,  the  Bush  administration  has  overtly 
challenged  the  need  for  a UN  fig  leaf, 
“multilateralism”  or  any  of  the  other 
“democratic”  trappings  that  have  histori- 
cally been  used  to  mobilize  the  popula- 
tion for  war.  It  was  the  criminal  Septem- 
ber 1 1 attack  on  the  World  Trade  Center 
that  allowed  this  government,  which 
came  to  office  with  an  electoral  minority, 
to  embark  on  its  designs  for  global  con- 
quest. A New  York  Review  of  Books  (26 
September)  article  titled  “George  Bush 
& the  World"  cites  a February  speech  by 
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London,  September  26:  Spartacist 
League/Britain  contingent  (below)  at 
demonstration  of  nearly  half  a million 
to  protest  U.S./British  war  moves 
against  Iraq. 
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Vice  President  Richard  Cheney  to  the 
Council  on  Foreign  Relations.  Referring 
to  the  collapse  of  the  Soviet  Union,  Che- 
ney said:  “When  America's  great  enemy 
suddenly  disappeared,  many  wondered 
what  new  direction  our  foreign  policy 
would  take....  All  of  that  changed  five 
months  ago.  The  threat  is  known  and  our 
role  is  clear  now.”  As  the  article  added: 
•'What  Cheney  was  saying,  in  a slightly 
more  articulate  fashion,  was  that  the 
main  purpose  of  American  foreign  policy 
was  to  confront  an  enemy — and  that  a 
worthy  successor  to  the  Soviet  Union 
had  finally  emerged,  in  the  form  of  inter- 
national terrorism. 

Indeed,  in  the  name  of  the  “war  on  ter- 
ror.” this  government  declares  that  it  can 
go  after  whoever  it  wants  whenever  it 
wants.  It  is  this  reckless  "unilateralism” 
that  has  provoked  concerns  among  sec- 
tions of  the  U.S.  ruling  class,  including 
within  the  Republican  Party  and  the  Pen- 
tagon. These  critics  recognize  that  inter- 
national institutions  like  the  UN  have 
served  American  imperialism's  interests 
well.  Moreover,  despite  a propaganda 
blitz  by  the  administration,  popular  sup- 
port for  a war  is  shallow,  with  opinion 
poll  majorities  plunging  if  the  U.S.  has  no 
allies  or  encounters  significant  American 
casualties.  A number  of  labor  organiza- 
tions. including  ILWU  Local  10  in  the 
San  Francisco  Bay  Area,  have  adopted 
antiwar  resolutions. 

Unlike  Afghanistan,  an  invasion  and 
occupation  of  Iraq,  with  its  built-up  pop- 
ulation centers,  would  not  be  carried  out 
by  a few  thousand  elite  "Special  Opera- 
tions” units,  but  would  have  to  draw  on 
the  proletarian  and  plebeian  base  of  the 
military.  An  insightful  article  in  the  Lon- 
don Times  (4  September)  captured  the 
seething  racial  and  class  contradictions  in 
the  U.S.  military.  Visiting  the  U.S.  air- 
craft carrier  Kitiy  Hawk  in  Japan,  the 
Times  correspondent  reported: 

“Boarding  one  is  like  entering  a time 
warp  back  to  the  former  Deep  South.  In 
the  bowels  of  the  carrier,  where  the  crew 
are  cooped  up  for  six  months  at  a time, 
manual  workers  sleep  dozens  to  a room. 
Most  are  black  or  Puerto  Rican,  paid 
$7,000  to  $10,000  a year  to  work  in  the 
broiling  temperatures  of  the  kitchens  and 
engine  rooms. 

“As  you  move  up  the  ! 1 segregated  levels 
towards  the  pilots'  quarters  beneath  the 
deck,  the  living  quarters  become  larger, 
the  air  cooler  and  the  skin  tones  lighter. 
Officers  exist  in  almost  total  ignorance 
of  the  teeming  world  beneath  them,  pass- 
ing around  second-hand  tales  of  mur- 
ders. gang-fights  and  drug  abu.se.  Visitors 
arc  banned  from  venturing  down  to  the 
lowest  decks,  which  swelter  next  to  the 
va.st  nuclcarpowered  engines.” 

The  military  itself  is  a reflection  of  the 
class  and  racial  contradictions  of  civil 
society.  Any  number  of  factors,  including 
a military  reversal  or  significant  casual- 
ties for  U.S.  imperialism  in  its  “war  on 
lerTor,"  could  trigger  an  upsurge  of  strug- 
gle in  the  U.S.  and  ignite  the  social  tinder 
that  has  accumulated  over  the  years.  The 
capitalist  class  enemy  is  well  aware  of 
this,  loo,  as  demonstrated  by  its  heavy- 
handed  threats  against  potential  strike 
action  by  the  ILWU.  invoking  “national 
security.”  The  recent  increased  rumblings 
within  the  Democratic  Party  over  the 
Bush  administration’s  “go  it  alone”  policy 
on  Iraq  also  speak  to  fears  of  what  a war 
could  ignite  on  the  home  front. 

A handful  of  prominent  Democrats, 
from  Al  Gore  to  Ted  Kennedy,  argue  that 
the  government's  provocations  are  not 
the  means  to  mobilize  for  war.  Declaring 
that  war  “is  hell’’  and  also  “dangerously 
unpredictable.”  a full-page  ad  in  the  New 
York  Times  (1  October),  signed  by  a 
number  of  prominent  Democratic  Party 
liberals,  expressed  concern  that  "a  war 
against  Iraq  could  destabilize  more  than 
just  Saddam  Hussein.”  Worried  that  the 
nuclear  cowboys  in  the  While  House  are 
“reluctant  to  accept  international  dissent, 
even  from  our  closest  allies.”  the  ad 
opines  that  it  is  “incumbent  upon  domes- 
tic critics  to  make  their  voices  heard.” 

Such  Democrats  are  positioning  them- 
selves to  get  out  ahead  of  and  con- 
tain any  opposition  and  turmoil  that  the 
'var  against  Iraq  could  generate  among 
working  people  and  minorities.  In  fact, 
because  of  its  image  as  a “friend”  of  labor 
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and  minorities,  the  Democratic  Party  has 
historically  been  the  preferred  party  of 
war  for  the  American  bourgeoisie.  Anti- 
war youth,  labor  militants  and  fighters 
for  black  and  immigrant  rights  must 
understand  that  any  genuine  opposition  to 
imperialist  war  must  be  based  on  class 
struggle  and  political  protest  independent 
of  all  the  parties  and  agencies  of  imperi- 
alist rule.  Break  with  the  Democratic 
Party  of  war  and  racism! 

Fake  Lefts  Appeal  to  Imperialism 

Such  is  decidedly  not  the  perspective 
of  various  organizations  building  antiwar 
coalitions.  Among  the  most  prominent  of 
these  is  the  International  ANSWER  coali- 
tion, politically  dominated  by  the  Work- 
ers World  Party  (WWP).  which  is  build- 
ing for  protests  on  October  26  in 
Washington.  D.C.  and  San  Francisco 
under  the  slogan:  “Stop  the  war  on  Iraq 
before  it  starts.”  WWP  has  a long  his- 
tory of  building  coalitions  aimed  al  roping 
in  Democratic  Party  “doves”  and  bour- 
geois liberals.  The  longstanding  central 
spokesman  for  its  International  Action 
Center  (lAC)  is  former  Democratic  Party 
attorney  general  Ramsey  Clark,  who  has 
now  launched  an  appeal  to  UN  secretary 
general  Kofi  Annan  to  slay  the  hand  of 
the  U.S.  While  a liny  article  buried  in  the 
26  September  issue  of  Workers  World  is 
headlined:  “UN  Binds  Countries  to  U.S. 
Interests.”  Clark’s  September  20  letter, 
which  was  circulated  by  the  lAC, 
expressed  the  real  line:  “George  Bush 
will  invade  Iraq  unless  restrained  by  the 
United  Nations....  If  the  United  Nations, 
above  ail.  fails  to  oppose  a U.S.  invasion 
of  Iraq,  it  will  forfeit  its  honor,  integrity 
and  raison  d’etre.” 

The  “raison  d'etre”  of  the  UN  from  its 
inception  has  been  to  serve  as  a tool  of 
the  imperialist  powers,  particularly  and 
overwhelmingly  at  the  dictate  of  the  U.S. 
A partial  list  of  UN-sponsored  wars 
includes  the  1950-53  "police  action" 
against  the  North  Korean  deformed  work- 
ers stale,  which  took  the  lives  of  upwards 
of  three  million  Koreans,  the  1960  mili- 
tary intervention  into  the  Congo  under 
whose  cover  the  CIA  and  Belgian  impe- 
rialists assassinated  nationalist  leader 
Patrice  Lumumba  and  the  1991  war 
against  Iraq.  The  UN  presided  over  the 
1947  partition  of  Palestine  and  the  ensu- 
ing Zionist  expulsion  of  some  700,000 
Palestinians  from  their  homes.  In  the  last 
12  years,  the  UN  starvation  embargo  and 
its  weapons  inspectors  (who  are  in  fact 
spies)  have  paved  the  way  for  the  U.S.’s 
current  war  moves  against  Iraq. 

For  its  part,  the  International  Socialist 
Organization  (ISO)  has  run  a series  of 


articles  protesting  reliance  on  the  UN. 
Socialist  Worker  (20  September)  writes: 
“During  the  lead-up  to  the  Gulf  War, 
many  activists  insisted  that  the  antiwar 
movement  should  call  for  the  UN  to  take 
action  of  some  sort  against  Iraq — rather 
than  the  U.S. 

“These  activists  were  disarmed  when  the 
UN.  despite  all  the  rhetoric  about  peace, 
did  sanction  a war  run  by  Washington. 
"Likewise,  the  call  to  'let  sanctions  work' 
against  Iraq  also  undermined  the  fight 
against  Bush  Sr.’s  war  drive  by  conceding 
that  the  U.S.  had  the  right  to  wage  an  eco- 
nomic war. 

“A  decade  later,  sanctions  have  'worked’ 
— by  killing  many  more  ordinary  Iraqis, 
just  as  this  newspaper  and  other  oppo- 
nents of  the  Gulf  War  always  pointed 
out." 

This  is  truly  shameless  considering  that 
in  1991  the  ISO  helped  foster  the  very 
illusions  it  now  decries,  when  it  dropped 
its  paper  opposition  to  the  UN  embargo 
in  order  to  endorse  a January  1991 
“Campaign  for  Peace”  march  that  expli- 
citly called  for  economic  sanctions  as  a 
supposedly  “peaceful”  alternative  to  war. 

For  the  ISO.  such  sellouts  of  their  sup- 
posed principles  always  come  dressed  up 
in  the  garb  of  “unity.”  As  much  as  the 
WWP,  the  ISO’s  purpose  is  to  build 
“broad”  coalitions  that  do  not  offend  the 
political  sensibilities  of  bourgeois  liber- 
als. They  appeal  to  antiwar  youth  that 
’*unity”  is  necessary  in  order  to  mobilize 
the  largest  number  of  people  possible  on 
the  streets,  peddling  the  illusion  that  the 
answer  to  imperialist  war  is  mass  protest 
on  any  political  basis  whatsoever. 

To  be  sure,  any  dent  in  the  bour- 
geoisie’s “national  unity”  is  welcome. 
Thus  it  is  not  insignificant  that  in  a cli- 
mate where  the  “war  on  terror”  is  being 
used  to  target  all  manner  of  dissent  and  at 
a time  when  the  Bush  administration  is 
using  the  anniversary  of  the  criminal 
attack  on  the  World  Trade  Center  to  beat 


the  drums  for  war.  more  than  4,000 
people  signed  the  “Not  In  Our  Name” 
protest  ad  that  appeared  in  the  New  York 
Times  (19  September).  But  unlike  the 
ISO  and  Revolutionary  Communist  Party 
(RCP),  which  is  the  central  force  behind 
the  “Not  In  Our  Name"  coalition,  we  do 
not  cater  to  liberal  appeals  or  moral- 
witness  pacifism.  Successful  opposition 
to  war  must  have  a proletarian  class  axis 
and  a revolutionary  internationalist  per- 
spective. otherwise  it  will  be  u.sed  by 
the  bourgeois  liberals  to  confine  protest 
within  the  bounds  of  the  very  capitalist 
system  that  breeds  war.  As  Trotsky  wrote: 
"To  condemn  war  is  easy;  to  overcome  it 
is  difficult.  The  struggle  against  war  is  a 
struggle  against  the  classes  which  rule 
society  and  which  hold  in  their  hands 
both  its  productive  forces  and  its  de- 
structive weapons.  It  is  not  possible  to 
prevent  war  by  moral  indignation,  by 
meetings,  by  resolutions,  by  newspaper 
articles,  and  by  congresses.  As  long  as 
the  bourgeoisie  has  at  its  command  the 
banks,  the  factories,  the  land,  the  press, 
and  the  state  apparatus,  it  will  always  be 
able  to  drive  the  people  to  war  when  its 
interests  demand  it.” 

— “Declaration  to  the  Antiwar 
Congress  at  Amsterdam" 

(July  1932) 

For  Class  Struggle  Against 
the  Imperialist  Rulers! 

The  depth  of  opposition  to  war  with 
Iraq  among  the  working  masses  of 
Europe.  Latin  America  and  the  Arab 
countries  provides  significant  opportu- 
nities for  international  class  struggle.  In 
Britain.  Washington’s  only  coalition  part- 
ner. the  Blair  government,  faces  a volatile 
combination  of  massive  opposition  to  the 
war  and  a revival  of  class  struggle  unseen 
in  nearly  two  decade.s.  At  recent  trade- 
union  rallies,  those  speakers  who  attacked 
the  Labour  government  have  elicited  the 
continued  on  page  12 
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Spartdcist  supporters  at  September  14  L.A.  protest  aQ^iost  war  on  Iraq. 


Iraq... 

(continued  from  pafie  II) 

loudest  applause.  The  annual  Trades 
Union  Congress  conference  held  last 
month  passed  a motion  opposing  a war 
called  without  UN  approval,  narrowly 
defeating  a resolution  against  a war  under 
any  conditions.  London  underground 
(subway)  unions  are  engaged  in  a cam- 
paign of  one-day  strikes,  including  one 
staged  the  day  after  Blair  issued  his  bogus 
"dossier”  on  Iraq.  And  the  Fire  Brigades 
Union  (FBU)  is  currently  balloting  to 
authorize  its  first  national  strike  in  25 
years,  with  London  underground  workers 
threatening  to  slop  work  over  safely  and 
workers  in  the  English  Channel  tunnel 
also  saying  they  will  not  work  without 
fire  safely  cover. 

It  was  a Labour  government  that  called 
out  the  troops  against  the  1977  FBU 
strike.  Now  the  military  is  training  12.000 
troops  for  strikebreaking,  while  the  bour- 
geois press  tries  to  whip  up  an  anti-union 
frenzy  over  claims  that  the  country  would 
be  without  fire  protection  in  the  event  of 
terrorist  attacks.  What  is  posed  is  the  pos- 
sibility of  a major  class  confrontation 
with  the  hated  New  Labour  government 
as  it  prepares  for  war.  Joint  strike  action 
by  firefighters  and  rail  workers  would 
deal  a massive  blow  against  the  British 
imperialist  state’s  ability  to  pursue  war 
against  Iraq. 

But  workers  actions  in  any  country 
will  immediately  come  up  against  the 
strikebreaking  apparatus  of  the  capitalist 
slate — whether  the  particular  govern- 
ment is  for  or  against  the  U.S.-led  war. 
The  working  class  must  be  mobilized  on 
the  basis  of  decisive  class  independence 
from  and  opposition  to  its  “own”  bour- 
geoisie, And  it  is  this  which  the  Euro- 
pean social  democrats  and  their  centrist 
and  left-reformist  helpmates  act  to  pre- 
vent in  trying  to  hitch  the  working  class 
and  radical  youth  to  “antiwar"  sections 
of  the  imperialist  bourgeoisies. 

In  Britain,  virtually  every  fake-left 
group,  from  the  Socialist  Party  of  Peter 
Taaffe  (aligned  with  Socialist  Alternative 
in  the  U.S.)  to  the  barely  centrist  Workers 
Power  (WP)  group,  has  thrown  itself  into 
the  Stop  the  War  Coalition  organized  by 
the  Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP).  spon- 
sors of  the  huge  September  28  march  in 
London.  The  effect  of  this  coalition  is 
to  submerge  working-class  opposition 
to  the  war  in  a “broad” — i.e..  class- 
collaborationist — unity  with  everything 
ranging  from  bishops  and  Muslim  clerics 
to  bourgeois  parties  like  the  Greens, 
“left”  Labour  parliamentarians  and  trade- 
union  bureaucrats,  including  those  who 
support  the  imperialist  sanctions  against 
Iraq.  A major  speaker  at  the  protest  was 
London  mayor  Ken  Livingstone,  who 
screamed  for  the  U.S./British  bombing  of 
Serbia  in  1999. 

Warning  against  such  class-collabora- 
tionist “antiwar”  alliances.  Trotsky  wrote 
in  his  1932  article:  “Whoever  attempts  to 
put  all  the  programs,  all  the  parties,  all  the 
flags  into  one  package  in  the  name  of 
pacifism,  that  is,  of  a superficial  struggle 
against  war  in  words,  performs  the  great- 
est service  for  imperialism.”  Today,  the 
European  fake  lefts  do  not  even  deign  to 


hide  their  service  for  imperialism.  From 
the  SWP  and  WP  to  Rifondazione  Comu- 
nista  in  Italy  and  Alain  Krivine’s  Ligue 
Communiste  R6volutionnaire  (LCR)  in 
France,  a wide  array  of  reformists  and 
centrists  joined  in  a call  “To  all  citizens  of 
Europe  and  to  all  their  representatives” 
(reprinted  in  Weekly  Worker.  12  Septem- 
ber) which  declaims: 

“Those  who  show  solidarity  with  the 
people  of  Iraq  have  no  hearing  in  the 
White  House.  But  we  do  have  the  chance 
to  influence  European  governments — 
many  of  whom  have  opposed  the  war. 
We  call  on  all  the  European  heads  of 
state  to  publicly  stand  against  this  war, 
whether  it  ha.s  UN  backing  or  not.  and  to 
demand  that  George  Bush  abandon  his 
war  plans.” 

This  is  a logical  step  for  the  LCR. 
After  years  of  support  to  Lionel  Jospin's 
Socialist-led  popular  front  of  racist  terror 
and  anti-working-class  austerity,  the  LCR 
moved  on  to  pimping  for  rightist  Jacques 
Chirac  in  the  recent  presidential  election 
in  the  name  of  keeping  out  the  fascist  Le 
Pen.  The  centrist  Workers  Power,  how- 
ever, strikes  a more  left  posture,  pro- 
claiming in  a 23  September  statement 
posted  on  its  Web  site:  “When  fighting 
breaks  out  we  must  call  clearly  and 
unequivocally  for  the  total  defeat  of  the 
imperialist  invasion  and  victory  for  the 
Iraqi  resistance  to  it.”  Workers  Power 
indulged  in  similar  “red”  rhetoric  during 
the  bombing  of  Afghanistan,  but  the  real 
substance  of  its  program  was  captured 
in  its  call  to  “LOBBY  PARLIAMENT 
as  it  debates  the  war.”  Today,  WP  openly 
appeals  to  the  capitalist  governments  of 
Europe  against  the  U.S. 

In  fact,  the  European  imperialists  had 
been  the  historic  exploiters  of  the  Near 
East.  Iraq  and  other  Near  Eastern  coun- 
tries were  creations  of  the  British  and 
French  imperialists,  who  carved  out  their 
borders  in  the  sand  with  the  breakup  of 
the  Ottoman  Empire.  The  current  antiwar 
posture  of  the  French  and  German  gov- 
ernments is  very  much  a reflection  of  the 
divergence  of  their  interests  from  those  of 
the  U.S.  These  countries  are  reliant  on 
Near  East  oil  and  have  substantial  invest- 
ments in  Iran  and  Iraq.  Any  lightening 
of  U.S.  control  over  the  Near  East  oil 
spigot — and  Iraq’s  oil  reserves  are  second 
only  to  those  of  Saudi  Arabia — would 
mean  not  only  higher  fuel  costs  for  Euro- 
pean corporations  but  even  greater  reli- 
ance on  Washington’s  good  graces. 

At  the  same  time  that  Germany  ex- 


pressed overt  opposition  to  a major  Amer- 
ican military-strategic  policy,  a no  less 
unprecedented,  if  less  dramatic,  move 
was  made  by  Japanese  prime  minister 
Koizumi,  who  was  elected  on  a platform 
of  resurgent  Japanese  militarism.  Without 
first  getting  American  approval.  Koizumi 
made  the  first  visit  ever  by  a Japa- 
nese head  of  state  to  North  Korea,  a 
bureaucratically  deformed  workers  stale 
included  in  Bush’s  “axis  of  evil.”  Mean- 
while. Japan  is  forging  ahead  with 
the  creation  of  a regional  trade  bloc  to 
compete  with  the  German-dominated 
European  Union  and  the  U.S. -controlled 
NAFTA.  While  the  Japanese  bourgeoisie 
is  divided  over  whether  to  support  a U.S. 
attack  on  Iraq,  it  is  united  on  one  thing. 
Like  the  Germans,  they  will  not  bankroll 
this  war. 

The  conflicting  interests  of  the  rival 
imperialist  powers,  subordinated  during 
the  Cold  War  to  a U.S. -led  anti-Soviet 
alliance,  have  increasingly  come  to  the 
fore  since  the  counterrevolutionary  de- 
struction of  the  Soviet  Union  in  1991  -92. 
The  Bush  administration’s  bellicose  “uni- 
lateralism” drives  home  with  a vengeance 
that  the  European  (and  Japanese)  imperi- 
alists cannot  pursue  their  own  national 
ambitions  when  those  come  into  con- 
flict with  U.S.  interests  anywhere  in  the 
world  so  long  as  they  remain,  relatively 
speaking,  economically  powerful  but  mil- 
itarily weak. 

For  a Revolutionary 
Workers  Party! 

The  Bush  administration  continues  to 
ride  high  in  the  polls  on  support  for  the 
“war  on  terror,”  shamelessly  manipulat- 
ing the  9/1 1 anniversary  commemora- 
tions to  hype  its  war  aims.  But  this 
“national  unity”  bubble  against  a putative 
"axis  of  evil”  can’t  withstand  the  pinprick 
of  any  examination  of  the  Bush  gang’s 
relation  to  those  they  now  declare  the 
enemy.  Bush.  Cheney  et  al.  have  a long 
history  of  working  in  cahoots  with  the 
likes  of  the  Taliban  and  Saddam  Hussein. 
After  U.S.  intelligence  agencies  had  for 
months  denied  any  connection  between 
the  Baghdad  regime  and  Al  Qaeda, 
Rumsfeld  and  others  now  darkly  allude 
to  vague,  indefinite  and  unsubstantiated 
“visits”  by  Al  Qaeda  to  Baghdad  (never 
mind  that  the  secular  Hussein  regime  and 
the  fundamentalist  Al  Qaeda  are  historic 
enemies).  What  is  definitely  substantiated 


is  Rumsfeld’s  own  visits  to  Baghdad  (and 
a quiet  meeting  with  Saddam  Hussein)  a.s 
an  emissary  of  the  Reagan  adminisiraiion 
in  1983.  during  the  1980-88  Iran-lrag 
War.  “In  the  two  years  after  Rumsfeld’s 
visits,”  notes  the  U?s  Angeles  Tunes  (15 
September),  "the  CIA  began  to  secretly 
supply  Iraq  with  intelligence  on  Iran 
That  operation  soon  blo.ssomcd  mto 
a larger  military  exchange.”  continuing 
right  through  the  1988  chemical  weapons 
attack  on  the  Kurdish  town  of  Halabja 
now  hypocritically  decried  by  the  impe- 
rialists as  evidence  of  Saddam  Hus- 
sein’s brutality.  In  fact,  the  CIA  helped 
Hussein’s  Ba'ath  Pany  come  to  power 
in  1963 — following  the  suppression  of  a 
revolutionary  upheaval  in  1958-59— pro. 
viding  lists  of  workers  and  leftists  to  be 
rounded  up  and  slaughtered. 

Now.  Bush  raises  a hue  and  cry  over 
Saddam  Hussein’s  desire  for  nuclear 
weapons.  For  weeks,  there  were  murky 
reports  of  Iraq’s  attempt  to  impon  alumi- 
num tubes  (which  it  did  not  get)  suppos- 
edly designed  (which  they  were  not)  fora 
centrifuge  to  make  weapons-grade  ura- 
nium (which  by  all  accounts  Iraq  docs 
not  have).  As  an  article  in  the  London 
Guardian  (20  September)  aptly  noted; 
“It  is  precisely  because  he  is  not  now  a 
real  threat  to  the  US,  nor  a real  ally  of  al- 
Qaida,  and  nor.  probably,  in  possession 
of  usable  weapons,  that  war  is  feasible.” 

The  government  is  trying  to  sell  this 
war  as  one  to  “liberate”  Iraq  and  install 
American-style  “democracy."  while  on 
the  home  front  Attorney  General  John 
Ashcroft  puts  the  Bill  of  Rights  through  a 
shredding  machine.  Non-citizens  and  cit- 
izens alike  are  being  rounded  up.  incar- 
cerated and  denied  any  semblance  of 
Constitutional  protections;  neighbors  are 
encouraged  to  spy  on  neighbors;  univer- 
sity presidents  slander  anyone  who 
defends  the  right  of  a Palestinian  man. 
woman  or  child  to  exist  as  “anti-Semitic," 
More  than  600  people  were  thrown 
behind  bars  for  exercising  their  right 
to  free  speech  and  assembly  at  anti- 
globalization protests  in  Washington, 
D.C.  last  weekend.  Cops  were  brought  in 
to  D.C.  from  distant  slates  and  deputized 
in  order  to  enable  them  to  gain  experience 
working  with  federal  authorities  in  sup- 
pressing protest. 

But  the  picture  is  hardly  one  of  seam- 
less reaction  and  fear.  Although  the  U.S, 
imperialists  trumpet  the  “death  of  Com- 
munism” and  sneer  that  Marxism  has 
been  proven  to  be  a “failure.”  the  laws  of 
the  class  struggle  have  not  been  annulled. 
Marx’s  prediction  of  recurrent  economic 
crises  under  capitalism  is  being  borne  out 
with  a vengeance.  The  1991  GulfWarled 
to  a spike  in  oil  prices  and  a recession, 
and  that  war  was  financed  overwhelm- 
ingly by  America’s  coalition  allies.  The 
bill  for  this  war  will  come  due  when  a 
recession  has  already  been  underway  for 
over  a year.  And  then  this  avaricious  rul- 
ing class — which  has  been  squeezing 
every  last  ounce  of  profit  out  of  the  work- 
ing class — will  try  to  take  the  cost  of 
Bush’s  military  adventure  out  of  the  hides 
of  the  workers  in  the  U.S.  (while  threat- 
ening to  force  the  Iraqi  people  to  pay  for 
their  own  “liberation”).  The  bourgeoisie’s 
incessant  attacks  on  the  working  class 
will  necessarily  provoke  proletarian  class 
struggle. 

The  key  to  unlocking  labor  struggle  in 
this  country  lies  in  breaking  the  class- 
collaborationist  "national  unity”  pushed 
by  the  bourgeoisie  and  its  labor  lieuten- 
ants in  the  AFL-CIO  bureaucracy.  And 
that  means,  first  and  foremost,  breaking 
the  chains  forged  by  the  labor  tops  and 
the  black  politicians  and  preachers  that 
bind  the  proletariat  and  the  ghetto  ina.sses 
to  the  “lesser  evil”  Democratic  Party  of 
American  imperialism.  If  there  is  to  be  an 
end  to  imperialist  war,  to  racist  oppre^' 
sion  and  all-.sided.  grinding  misery,  ihe 
multiracial  U.S.  working  class  must  be 
won.  through  Marxist  education  and  it' 
own  experience  in  struggle,  to  the  figbt  to 
build  a revolutionary  workers  party  to 
lead  the  struggle  for  socialist  revoluliof 
in  the  bastion  of  world  imperialism.  That 
is  our  perspective,  and  on  its  outcome 
hinges  the  fate  of  the  whole  world.* 

WORKERS  vanguard 


Cfowley/NY  Times 

September  18:  Secretary  of  Defense  Rumsfeld  heckled  by  protesters  chanting,  “Inspections  not  war»”  UN 

provide  cover  for  imperialist  attack.  Right:  Iraqi  building  leveled  by  UN  inspectors,  1997.  ’ Inspections 
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Northern 

Ireland... 

(coniinueJ  from  pa^e  3) 
of  (reactionary  Protesiantl  Orangemen  to 
stage  their  anli-Calliolic  marches.  They 
(and  the  SWP)  have  done  their  best  to 
give  "democratic"  credentials  within  the 
workers  movement  to  Billy  Hutchinson, 
who  is  a spokesman  for  Loyalist  death 
squads.  {Here  they  are  playing  the  same 
game  as  union  bureaucrats  like  Mick 
O’Reilly  who  recruited  Hutchinson  into 
the  ATGWU  (transport  workers  union].) 
Not  surprisingly,  Hutchinson  vehemently 
condemned  workers’  struggles  against 
Loyalist  death  threats,  saying:  "I  am  fed  up 
of  the  unions  taking  decisions  on  a whim 
and  which  are  for  one  side  of  the  commu- 
nity" {Irish  News,  2 August). 

The  SWP  also  buried  all  reference  to 
the  oppression  of  Catholics  at  the  Bel- 
fa.st  demo.  Although  the  British  Socialist 
Worker  (10  August)  slates  the  2 August 
Belfast  rally  was  in  response  to  the  "mur- 
der of  a young  Catholic  man,  Gerard 
Lawlor,  by  Loyalist  paramilitaries,”  the 
Irish  SWP  distributed  a leaflet  entitled 
"Stand  Together  Against  Sectarianism" 
at  the  demonstration  which  completely 
failed  to  mention  the  oppression  of  Cath- 
olics in  the  North  and  didn’t  even  use  the 
word  Loyalist.  It  is  the  hallmark  of  both 
the  SP  and  SWP  to  patronisingly  stoop  to 
the  lowest  consciousness. 

While  the  SWP  now  headlines  "Peace 
Process  Fuelling  Sectarianism”  until 
recently  they  were  gushing  about  the 
opportunities  for  "class  politics"  the  im- 
perialist "peace”  deal  would  supposedly 
provide.  Last  year  they  heralded  the 
"tremendous  hopes  for  peace  in  Northern 
Ireland  following  the  IRA’s  announce- 
ment that  it  will  destroy  its  weapons." 
They  claimed  that  the  British  Labour 
government’s  imperialist  "peace"  process 
provides  "space"  for  united  working- 
class  struggle: 

"it  can  reproduce  the  sectarian  division 
that  is  built  into  the  Northern  Ireland 
state.  But  it  does  provide  a space  for 
working  class  people.  Catholic  and  Prot- 
estant. to  fight  for  their  interests  and 
against  sectarianism.’’ 

— Socialist  Worker, 

3 November  2001 

This  is  no  great  surprise  coming  from 
the  SWP.  who  in  1969  supported  British 
troops  being  sent  to  Northern  Ireland  (by 
another  Labour  government)  and  claimed 
they  would  provide  a “breathing  space" 
for  Catholics.  Less  than  three  years  later 
the  British  Army  murdered  14  Catholics 
in  Derry  on  Bloody  Sunday. 

For  a Class-Struggle  Fight 
Against  Anti-Catholic 
Discrimination! 

The  London  Independent  (23  August) 
says:  “Recent  research  suggests  housing 
segregation  has  become  more  marked. 

I and  certainly  the  two  sections  of  the 
j vv«)rking  class  in  Belfast  live  almost 
entirely  separately.  Some,  in  fact,  live 
behind  peace  lines  to  keep  them  apart." 
An  illustration  of  life  for  Catholics 
behind  so-called  “peace  lines”  is  the 
Short  Strand  area  of  East  Belfast.  Three 
thiiusand  Catholics  live  in  an  enclave  half 
a mile  by  half  a mile  entirely  ringed  by  a 
15-foot  high  fence  separating  them  from 
60.000  Protestants.  Almost  every  house 
inside  the  perimeter  has  had  windows 
broken  by  pipe-bombings  and  stone 
throwing.  According  to  the  Guardian  ( 1 1 
June),  there  are  no  shops  inside  and  no 
post  office;  resident.s  are  often  afraid  to 
venture  outside  to  collect  their  benefits, 
or  to  get  their  drugs  from  the  chemist.  In 
one  instance  a community  nurse  volun- 
teered to  collect  the  medicines  for  every- 
body within,  but  the  pharmacist  refused 
to  serve  her.  saying  he  had  been  threat- 
®oed  if  he  served  Catholics.  There  are 
printed  notices  to  be  found  in  the  area 
^ymg  no  Catholics  are  to  be  served. 
Nearby  there’s  a huge,  freshly-painted 
jnural  that  says,  "No  Short  Strand  T— - 
llCatholics)  on  Our  Road.  At  your  own 
|nsk  Xhis  situation  is  not  unique — a 
l|  998  book  about  Catholics  in  Porladown 
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is  aptly  titled  Garvaghy — A Community 
Under  Siege. 

The  Socialist  Party  ran  an  article  on 
the  violence  in  the  Short  Strand  {Socialist 
Voice.  May  2002)  and  managed  not  to 
mention  any  discrimination  against  Cath- 
olics! They  simply  say:  “The  underlying 
reason  for  the  violence  is  the  lack  of 
jobs,  the  decline  of  sen'ices  and  the  lack 
of  affordable  housing  for  people  in  the 
inner  city  working  class  communities.” 
The  lack  of  jobs  and  housing  is  a central 
issue  in  Northern  Ireland,  but  communal- 
ism  cannot  be  overcome  simply  by  urg- 
ing workers  to  "unite  and  fight"  for 
purely  economic  demands.  Class  unity 
against  sectarian  terror  must  be  linked  to 
a fight  against  the  discrimination  and 
oppression  of  Catholics.  A prevalent 
view  in  Northern  Ireland  is  that  this  can 
only  be  achieved  by  making  the  situation 
worse  for  Protestants.  Under  capitalism 
this  is  true,  which  means  there  must  be  a 
fight  for  what  the  working  class  needs, 
not  for  what  capitalism  can  afford.  Revo- 
lutionaries would  seek  to  unite  workers 
around  transitional  demands — for  a slid- 
ing scale  of  wages,  work-sharing  on 
full  pay.  jobs  for  all  and  good  qual- 
ity public  housing — which  transcend  the 
framework  of  capitalism,  as  part  of  a 
programme  for  socialist  revolution. 


more  difficult.  Thus  the  struggle  against 
Catholic  clericalism  in  the  South  is 
essential  to  breaking  down  communalism 
in  the  North.  As  we  wrote  in  our  1977 
"Theses  on  Ireland”: 

"Wc  struggle  for  an  Irish  workers  repub- 
lic as  part  of  a sociahsi  federation  of 
the  British  Isles.  While  the  establishment 
of  a united  workers  state  on  the  whole 
island  may  be  preferable,  the  above  de- 
mand IS  algebraic,  leaving  open  the  ques- 
tion of  where  the  Protcsiant.s  fall.  This 
recognises  that  the  nature  of  the  Protes- 
tant community  has  not  yet  been  deter- 
mined in  history.  As  such,  it  is  counter- 
posed  to  calls  for  a ‘united  workers 
republic’  or  for  a 'united  socialist  Ireland’ 
(where  this  demand  is  not  simply  an 
expression  for  left/nalionalist  or  Stalinist 
two-stage  theories).  Placing  the  demand 
in  the  context  of  a socialist  federation  has 
the  additional  advantage  of  highlighting 
the  essential  relationship  of  the  proletar- 
ian revolution  in  the  whole  area  and  the 
virtual  impossibility  of  the  resolution  of 
the  Irish  question  on  a working-class 
basis  outside  this  framework." 

— Spartacist  (English  edition) 

No.  24.  Autumn  1977 

Many  Catholics  feel  betrayed  by  Sinn 
Fain’s  active  participation  in  the  "peace" 
fraud,  which  pul  some  Catholic  faces  in 
high  places  but  did  nothing  to  alleviate 
the  situation  of  Catholics.  Some  now  look 
to  those  nationalists  who  oppose  the 
"peace"  process,  such  as  the  "Real  IRA." 
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Dublin 
Spartacists 
protest  Irish 
government’s 
support  to 
bombing  of 
Afghanistan  by 
U.S./British 
imperialists. 


Southern  Ireland  is  a clericalist  Catho- 
lic stale  where  the  vast  majority  of  the 
ho.spitals  and  national  schools  are  con- 
trolled by  the  Catholic  Church.  Divorce, 
only  legalised  in  1997,  remains  prohib- 
itively expensive  and  requires  that  the 
spouses  have  lived  apart  for  four  of 
the  preceding  five  years.  Conditions  for 
women  are  little  better  in  the  North.  The 
British  1967  Abortion  Act  does  not 
apply  in  Northern  Ireland,  meaning  that 
abortion  is  illegal  in  most  cases.  In  fact, 
one  of  the  few  points  on  which  the  Pope 
and  the  Paisleyite  fundamentalists  agree  is 
opposition  to  women’s  rights  and  abortion 
in  particular.  We  fight  for  separation  of 
church  and  state,  and  for  free  abortion  on 
demand,  which  are  critical  for  advancing 
women’s  rights  North  and  South. 

Not  Orange  Against  Green  but 
Class  Against  Class! 

Some  workers  at  recent  Belfast  dem- 
onstrations agreed  with  our  comrades 
that  the  British  Army  must  get  out.  but 
coupled  this  with  the  nationalist  view 
that  Ireland  must  be  reunited  before  there 
can  be  any  hope  of  workers  unity.  With- 
drawal of  Briti.sh  troops  does  not  in  itself 
automatically  ensure  advance  in  a revo- 
lutionary direction,  but  it  is  the  necessary 
starting  point  for  any  just  solution.  As 
Leninists  we  uphold  the  right  of  self- 
determination  for  all  nations,  but  we  are 
implacably  opposed  to  all  nationalist  ide- 
ology. In  Northern  Ireland  both  commu- 
nities are  geographically  interpenetrated. 
Therefore  "self-determination"  for  one 
can  only  be  achieved  by  denying  it  to  the 
other,  which  under  capitalism  leads  to 
inter-communal  slaughter. 

We  oppose  the  perspective  of  forcible 
imposition  of  a “united  Ireland”  upheld 
by  Sinn  F6in  and  other  Irish  nationalist 
forces.  A united  capitalist  Ireland  would 
reverse  the  terms  of  oppression  against 
Protestants.  Indeed  Protestant  fears  of 
being  forcibly  incorporated  into  the 
southern  state  serve  to  compact  Protes- 
tants behind  the  Loyalist  bigots,  making 
a polarisation  along  class  lines  all  the 


But.  whether  using  the  "Armalile"  or  the 
“ballot  box.”  Irish  nationalism  is  a politi- 
cal dead-end  which  cannot  further  the 
interests  of  the  Catholic  minority.  Marx- 
ists reject  the  strategy  of  individual  terror 
because  it  runs  counter  to  the  necessary 
task  of  mobilising  the  proletariat  against 
the  imperialist  and  capitalist  oppressors. 
Viewed  from  the  standpoint  of  the  pro- 
letariat, nationalist  terror  ranges  from 
merely  stupid — such  as  the  1972  Official 
IRA  bombing  of  the  Parachute  Regiment 
headquarters  in  Aldershot  which  killed 
six  civilian  workers,  five  of  them  women, 
and  the  Catholic  chaplain  but  no  sol- 
diers— to  downright  criminal,  such  as  the 
1998  Omagh  bombing  by  the  "Real  IRA." 
which  killed  and  injured  Protestant  and 
Catholic  civilians  in  a shopping  area.  This 
was  in  no  way  a blow  against  imperial- 
ism. When  Irish  nationalists  strike  a blow 
against  the  forces  of  British  imperialism, 
the  RUC/PSNI  or  Loyalist  death  squads, 
we  defend  the  perpetrators  of  such  acts 
against  state  retribution.  Even  when  they 
do  hit  a military  target,  their  actions  are 
still  carried  out  as  part  of  a perspective 
that  writes  off  the  proletariat  in  Northern 
Ireland,  both  Protestant  and  Catholic,  and 
also  in  Britain,  which  has  a significant 
Irish  component. 

There  is  a felt  need  in  Northern  Ire- 
land for  some  form  of  protection  against 
sectarian  attacks,  and  trade  unionists 
have  been  acting  instinctively  in  defence 
of  their  fellow  workers  whose  lives 
are  threatened.  What’s  needed  are  anti- 
sectarian  workers  militias  to  combat 
Loyalist  terror  as  well  as  attacks  by 
Green  nationalists.  Political  conscious- 
ness is  critical  to  organising  such  work- 
ers militias.  To  be  effective,  they  would 
require  the  leadership  of  cadre  with  real 
authority  among  workers  from  both  com- 
munities. That  precludes  their  being  led 
by  nationalists,  trade  union  bureaucrats, 
fake  socialists  who  support  the  imperi- 
alist "peace"  fraud,  and  in  fact  pretty 
much  any  leadership  other  than  one 
based  on  the  communist  programme, 
including  opposition  to  the  imperialist 


presence.  Each  militia  unit  must  incorpo- 
rate both  Catholic  and  Protestant  workers 
and  should  be  based  in  the  trade  unions, 
nece.ssarily  requiring  a hard  struggle 
against  the  existing  union  leadership. 
Organising  marshals  at  trade  union  ral- 
lies to  repel  any  sectarian  provoca- 
tion could  be  a starting  point  for  such 
militias.  Under  the  direction  of  Leninist 
cadre,  these  could  become  the  nucleus 
of  an  integrated  anti-sectarian  militia, 
which  could  for  instance  have  made  a 
difference  by  organising  an  integrated, 
trade  union-based  defence  of  the  Holy 
Cross  schoolgirls  in  Ardoyne  who  were 
confronted  by  a Loyalist  mob  last  year. 

With  growing  economic  recession  and 
redundancies  [layoffs],  for  instance  the 
hundreds  projected  at  Shorts  (aircraft 
components  manufacturer],  the  capital- 
ists will  increasingly  resort  to  sectarian- 
ism to  divide  the  workers,  which  could 
lead  to  increased  communalism.  But  it  is 
important  not  to  accept  what  exists  at 
present  as  the  inevitable  outcome  of  his- 
tory. A revolutionary  party  must  be  alert 
to  opportunities  that  will  arise  in  situa- 
tions that  are  poisoned  by  communal- 
ism, especially  since  such  opportunities 
may  be  transient.  There  is  the  potential 
for  the  current  round  of  class  struggle  in 
Britain  to  extend  to  Northern  Ireland,  in 
particular  a national  strike  by  firefighters 
or  other  public  sector  workers  chafing 
under  Blair’s  vicious  austerity  and  drive 
towards  privatisation. 

The  most  significant  example  of 
united  struggle  by  Protestants  and  Catho- 
lics in  Northern  Ireland  was  the  Belfast 
engineering  strike  of  1919.  One  of  the 
most  significant  class  battles  in  Irish 
history,  it  was  part  of  a wave  of  tumul- 
tuous strikes  in  engineering  centres, 
including  Glasgow.  The  British  Army 
was  deployed  in  Belfast  and  the  trade 
unions,  the  majority  of  whose  members 
were  Protestant,  shut  down  the  city  In  a 
strike  that  was  led  by  a socialist  of  Cath- 
olic background.  Charles  McKay.  The 
strike  was  betrayed  by  Labour  bureau- 
crats, in  Britain  and  Ireland.  A hideous 
wave  of  communalism  followed  in  1920 
when  9.000  Catholics  and  3,000  Protes- 
tants— mainly  shop  stewards  and  social- 
ists— were  driven  out  of  their  jobs.  This 
communalism  was  the  result  of  an  enor- 
mous defeat  in  struggle  and  the  subse- 
quent “ethnic  cleansing"  laid  the  basis 
for  partition  [between  North  and  South 
in  1921]. 

As  internationalists,  we  seek  the  solu- 
tion to  the  sectarian  divide  not  purely 
within  Ireland,  but  as  part  of  a revolution- 
ary solution  of  all  the  national  oppression 
on  these  Isles — including  that  of  the 
Scots  and  the  Welsh — through  the  over- 
throw of  British  and  Irish  capitalism  and 
the  establishment  of  working-class  rule. 
The  Spartacist  League/Britain  and  the 
Spartacist  Group  Ireland  are  dedicated  to 
building  parties  to  fight  for  an  Irish  work- 
ers republic  within  a voluntary  federation 
of  workers  republics  in  the  British  Isles.  ■ 
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Death 

Penalty... 
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cop  terror  on  the  streets — is  subject  to 

any  kind  of  challenge  or  review. 

Over  the  past  two  decades  the  courts. 
Congress  and  stale  legislatures  did  all 
they  could  to  open  the  sluice  gates  for 
executions,  from  gutting  funding  to  pub- 
lic defenders  for  those  accused  of  capital 
crimes  to  implementing  procedures  that 
make  it  virtually  impossible  to  use  evi- 
dence not  known  at  the  time  of  trial 
to  challenge  a death  sentence  convic- 
tion. In  the  infamous  1993  Herrera  case, 
the  Supreme  Court  proclaimed  that  exe- 
cuting an  innocent  man  would  not  be 
unconstitutional. 

But  now  there  is  substantial  unease 
about  the  death  penalty  throughout  the  pop- 
ulation. generated  by  the  highly  publi- 
cized exposure  of  the  cases  of  over  100  in- 
nocent people  who  were  falsely  sentenced 
to  death  since  capital  punishment  was  rein- 
stated in  1976.  A July  2000  poll  revealed 
that  99  percent  of  the  population  believed 
innocent  people  had  been  condemned  to 
die.  while  42  percent  believed  that  1 0 per- 
cent or  more  of  those  on  death  row  were 
innocent.  Significantly,  support  for  the 
death  penalty  has  not  increased  despite 
the  “security"  hysteria  promoted  by  the 
government  following  last  year’s  attacks. 

In  the  Supreme  Court  opinion  outlaw- 
ing execution  of  the  mentally  retarded. 
Justice  John  Paul  Stevens  wrote:  “We 
cannot  ignore  the  fact  that  in  recent  years 
a disturbing  number  of  inmates  on  death 
row  have  been  exonerated.  As  two  recent 
high-profile  cases  demonstrate,  these 
exonerations  include  mentally  retarded 
persons  who  unwittingly  confessed  to 
crimes  that  they  did  not  commit.”  One  of 
those  two  people,  Anthony  Porter,  came 
within  two  days  of  being  executed  before 
he  was  finally  freed  in  Illinois  in  1999, 
ultimately  prompting  Republican  gov- 
ernor George  Ryan  to  impose  a morato- 
rium on  executions  in  the  state.  As  his 
term  in  office  is  about  to  expire.  Ryan  has 
ordered  hearings  for  the  state’s  158  death 
row  inmates,  at  which  he  is  expected  to 
commute  most  of  their  sentences  to  life  in 
prison.  Governor  Ryan’s  order  is  current- 
ly being  challenged  in  court  by  the  state’s 
attorney  general  (and  gubernatorial  can- 
didate). Jim  Ryan.  This  May,  following 
Illinois'  lead,  Maryland  also  declared  its 
own  moratorium  on  executions. 

As  communists,  we  oppose  the  death 
penalty  on  principle — for  the  guilty  as 
well  as  the  innocent — because  we  do  not 
accord  the  state  the  right  to  say  who  lives 
and  who  dies.  We  welcome  any  curtail- 
ment of  slate-sanctioned  murder,  just  as 
we  oppose  all  moves  to  expand  and 
intensify  the  repressive  powers  of  the 
capitalist  state. 

While  some  liberal  death  penalty 
opponents  have  speculated  that  the  new 
decisions  signal  the  outright  abolition  of 
capital  punishment,  the  brutal  reality  is 
that  the  executions  have  not  stopped, 
although  their  pace  is  down  from  the 
1999  peak.  Fifty  people  have  already 
been  “legally”  lynched  so  far  this  year, 
including  three  black  men  executed  in 
Texas  for  crimes  they  allegedly  commit- 
ted when  they  were  juveniles — a particu- 
larly barbaric  practice  that  is  currently 
exercised  in  only  four  other  countries: 
Iran.  Nigeria.  Pakistan  and  Saudi  Arabia. 

“Legal”  Lynching — Legacy 
of  Slavery  and  Jim  Crow 

In  a third  decision  released  in  June, 
which  did  not  gel  publicized,  the  Su- 
preme Court  overruled  a Michigan  fed- 
eral court  order  that  would  have  opened 
Justice  Department  files  to  enable  a black 
defendant  to  show  that  the  Feds  over- 
whelmingly use  the  death  penalty  against 
black  people.  The  Court  declared  that 
allowing  criminal  defendants  access  to 
the  prosecutors'  decision-making  process 
is  not  permissible  because  it  “threatens 
the  ‘performance  of  a core  executive  con- 
stitutional function’.”  This  harks  back  to 
the  notorious  1987  McCleskey  v.  Kemp 
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Chicago, 
November  1998: 
Conference  at 
Northwestern 
University  Law 
School  featured 
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Innocence. 


case,  where  the  Supreme  Court  acknowl- 
edged overwhelming  evidence  of  the 
racist  application  of  the  death  penalty, 
only  to  conclude  this  was  “irrelevant” 
because  such  bias  is  an  “inevitable  part  of 
our  criminal  justice  system.”  What  they 
meant  was  that  it  was  all  too  relevant  to 
the  workings  of  their  injustice  system. 
The  court  turned  down  McCleskey’s 
death  sentence  appeal,  declaring  its  prem- 
ise “throws  into  serious  question  the  prin- 
ciples that  underlie  our  entire  criminal 
justice  system” — the  most  sacred  “princi- 
ple” of  all  being  “the  validity  of  capital 
punishment  in  our  multiracial  society.” 
Attorney  General  John  Ashcroft  has 
good  reason  for  keeping  his  decision- 
making process  under  wraps.  A recent 
study  by  the  Federal  Death  Penalty 
Resource  Counsel  Project  revealed  that 
Ashcroft,  who  has  the  final  say  on  when 
the  Feds  will  seek  the  death  penally,  is 
three  times  more  likely  to  seek  execution 
for  black  defendants  accused  of  killing 
whiles  than  blacks  charged  with  killing 
blacks.  Last  year.  Ashcroft  declared  that 
it  was  white  defendants  who  were  dispro- 


were  withdrawn  from  the  South,  brought 
to  an  end  the  tumultuous  decade  of  Radi- 
cal Reconstruction.  The  black  freedmen 
were  again  disenfranchised  under  Jim 
Crow  laws  steeped  in  the  spirit,  and  at 
times  the  letter,  of  the  old  Slave  Codes. 
In  the  1896  Plessy  v.  Ferguson  case,  the 
Supreme  Court  codified  “separate  but 
equal”  segregation  as  the  law  of  the  land. 
At  the  heart  of  Jim  Crow  was  lynch  law 
terror.  With  the  withdrawal  of  the  last 
Union  troops.  KKK  terror  stalked  the 
South  unchallenged.  In  the  1890s  blacks 
were  lynched  at  a rate  of  one  every  other 
day.  By  the  1930s.  the  slate  carried  out 
executions  at  a rale  of  over  one  every 
other  day.  The  extralegal  terror  of  the 
KKK  was  largely  supplanted  by  the 
stale’s  “legal”  lynching.  Between  1930 
and  1967  blacks  composed  more  than 
two-thirds  of  those  executed. 

If  you  want  to  know  what  the  death 
penally  is  all  about,  look  no  further  than 
the  case  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  America's 
foremost  political  prisoner,  today  Mumia 
still  languishes  on  Pennsylvania’s  death 
row  nine  months  after  a federal  judge 


Slaveholders’ 
dogs  sicced  on 
escaped  slave. 
Racist  death 
penalty  in  U.S.  is 
direct  legacy  of 
black  chattel 
slavery. 


porlionalely  targeted  under  the  federal 
death  penally — at  a time  when  blacks  and 
Hispanics  made  up  18  of  the  21  prisoners 
on  the  federal  death  row! 

In  the  U.S.,  where  the  capitalist  slate 
enforces  the  racist  oppression  that  lies  at 
the  core  of  the  American  profit  system,  it 
is  overwhelmingly  black  people.  Latinos 
and  the  poor  that  the  racist  courts  put  on 
death  row.  And  it  is  no  accident  that  the 
slates  of  the  former  Confederacy  lead  the 
way  in  legal  lynching.  Capital  punish- 
ment in  the  U.S.  is  the  legacy  of  slavery, 
when  black  slaves  were  considered  chat- 
tel. the  private  properly  of  the  slaveowner. 
Special  “Negro  Courts"  were  set  up  for 
slaves.  The  numerous  “crimes”  for  which 
the  Slave  Codes  prescribed  torture  and 
death  included  rebellion  and  attempted 
rebellion,  hitting  a white  man  in  self- 
defense  or  any  other  act  deemed  “inso- 
lent” or  a challenge  to  the  slaveholders. 
In  the  1857  Dred  Scott  decision,  the 
Supreme  Court  decreed  that  the  black 
man  “had  no  rights  which  the  while  man 
was  bound  to  respect,”  asserting  that 
freed  blacks  could  not  be  citizens. 

It  took  a bloody  Civil  War.  in  which 
200.000  black  troops  helped  turn  the 
tide,  to  smash  the  Southern  slave  sys- 
tem. But  the  promise  of  black  freedom 
was  betrayed  by  the  victorious  Northern 
bourgeoisie.  The  Compromise  of  1877. 
under  which  the  last  Union  Army  troops 


threw  out  his  death  sentence — and  fully 
18  months  after  Arnold  Beverly  publicly 
confessed  that  he,  not  Jamal,  committed 
the  crime  for  which  Jamal  was  convicted 
(see  “Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Now!”  WV 
No.  787, 20  September).  Whether  through 
lethal  injection  or  by  burying  him  alive  in 
prison  for  life,  the  racist  ruling  class 
is  determined  to  silence  the  voice  of  this 
former  Black  Panther  Parly  member, 
MOVE  supporter  and  award-winning  black 
journalist.  From  his  teenage  days  as  a 
Black  Panther  Parly  spokesman  in  the 
late  1960.S.  Jamal  was  in  the  .sights  of 
the  Philly  police  and  the  FBI’s  deadly 
COINTELPRO  conspiracy.  They  targeted 
Mumia  because  of  his  political  views  as  a 
black  radical. 

In  December  1981.  the  state  went  into 
high  gear  to  frame  up  Mumia  for  the 
shooting  death  of  a Philadelphia  cop, 
buying  off  witnesses  and  coercing  them 
to  give  false  testimony,  and  manufacturing 
a phony  claim  that  Jamal  had  confessed. 
The  judge  presiding  over  this  kangaroo 
trial  was  Albert  Sabo,  notorious  as  a 
“prosecutor  in  robes”  who  sent  more  peo- 
ple to  death  row — almost  exclusively 
non-while — than  any  other  judge  in 
recent  American  history.  At  the  death  sen- 
tencing hearing,  the  prosecutor  argued 
that  Mumia  deserved  to  die  because  he 
was  a former  Black  Panther  whose  use  of 
the  Panther  slogan  "All  power  to  the  peo- 


Af» 

pie!”  over  ten  years  earlier  showed  that  he 
always  planned  to  kill  a cop! 

In  late  August.  Jamal’s  attorneys  filed 
an  appeal  with  the  Pennsylvania  Su- 
preme Court  seeking  to  reverse  a court 
order  barring  the  Beverly  confession  and 
rejecting  Jamal’s  second  application  to 
reverse  his  conviction  under  Pennsyl- 
vania’s Post-Conviction  Relief  Act.  Cen- 
tral to  the  new  appeal  is  the  vwom 
account  of  court  reporter  Teri  Maurer- 
Carter  who  overheard  Sabo  bragging  in 
the  courthouse  where  Mumia  was  tried: 
“I’m  going  to  help  them  fry  the  n-— r." 
As  Jamal’s  papers  state; 

“Judge  Sabo's  vile  racist  comment.,, 
meant  that,  in  Judge  Sabo’s  counroom. 
Mr.  Jamal,  like  Dred  Scott  before  him, 
was  not  a citizen  with  rights  guaranteed  to 
him  by  the  Constitution,  but  rather  an 
inferior  being  with  ‘no  rights  which  the 
white  man  was  bound  to  respect'  ' 

Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  now! 

The  Machinery  of  Death 
and  the  Ministry  of  God 

The  death  penalty  is  a barbaru.  legacy 
of  medieval  torture,  a system  of  legd 
murder  that  reinforces  the  brutalization 
of  society  in  all  respects.  Over  150  years 
ago.  Karl  Marx  explained  how  corporal 
and  capital  punishment  express  a funda- 
mentally religious  impulse  to  mete  out 
vengeance: 

"This  is  the  Christian  means — plucking 
out  the  eye  if  it  offends  or  cutting  off  the 
hand  if  it  offends,  in  a word,  killing  the 
body  if  the  body  gives  offence,  for  the 
eye,  the  hand,  the  body  are  really  only 
superfluous  sinful  appendage^  of  mao. 
Human  nature  must  be  killed  m order  to 
heal  its  ailments.  Mass-type  junspni- 
dence,  too.  in  agreement  here  with  the 
Critical,  sees  in  laming  and  paralysing  of 
human  strength  the  antidote  to  the  objec- 
tionable manifestations  of  that  stren^." 

— The  Holy  Family  ( 1 845} 

These  points  were  brought  home  in  an 
article  published  last  May  by  Supreme 
Court  Justice  Antonin  Scalia  called 
“God’s  Justice  and  Ours.”  Citing  no  less 
a “constitutional  authority”  than  St.  Paul. 
Scalia  argues  that  the  death  penalty  is  a 
sacred  Christian  institution  to  be  defend- 
ed against  godless  atheistic  enlightenment; 
"Abolition  has  taken  its  firmest  hold  in 
post-Christian  Europe,  and  has  least  sup- 
port in  the  church-going  United  States.  I 
attribute  that  to  the  fact  that,  for  the 
believing  Christian,  death  is  no  big  dc^. 
Intentionally  killing  an  innocent  person  is 
a big  deal:  it  is  a grave  sin.  which  causes 
one  to  lose  his  soul.  But  losing  this  life, 
in  exchange  for  the  next?  The  Christian 
attitude  is  reflected  in  the  words  Robert 
Boll's  play  has  Thomas  More  saying  to 
the  headsman:  ‘Friend,  be  not  afraid  of 
your  office.  You  send  me  to  God.’  And 
when  Cranmer  asks  whether  he  is  sure  of 
that.  More  replies.  ‘He  will  not  refuse  one 
who  is  so  blithe  to  go  to  Him.‘  For  the 
nonbeliever,  on  the  other  hand,  to  depnvc 
a man  of  his  life  is  to  end  his  existence. 
What  a horrible  act!" 

Claiming  that  America’s  "institutions 
presuppo.se  a Supreme  Being."  Scalia 
conclude.s  that  “our  people  are  more 
inclined  to  understand,  as  St.  Paul  did. 
that  government  carries  the  sword  a.s 
minister  of  God,’  to  ‘execute  wrath'  upon 
the  evildoer.” 

As  Marxists,  we  fight  for  the  defense 
of  the  .separation  of  church  and  state. 
"God  and  Country”  has  alway.s  been  the 

rallying  cry  of  political  reactionaries.  As 

we  wrote  in  July  after  an  appeals  court 
struck  the  words  "under  God”  from  the 
“Pledge  of  Allegiance.”  a decision  we 
welcomed: 

"Since  the  presidency  of  Democrat 
Jimmy  Carter  it  has  been  the  policy  o 
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one  the  PMA  announced  it  was  re- 
iniposing  the  lockout  until  the  union 
either  agrees  to  extend  the  old  contract, 
which  expired  on  July  1 . or  accepts  a new 
one.  Negotiations  which  began  in  May 
have  stalled  over  the  PMA’s  determina- 
tion to  break  the  union  by  outsourcing 
' jobs  generated  through  new  technology  to 
non-union  personnel.  This  is  a direct 
attack  on  the  union  hiring  hall  which  is 
key  to  defending  working  conditions. 

The  Bush  administration  has  been 
threatening  the  ILWU  for  months  with 
government  strikebreaking,  from  invok- 
ing a Taft-Hartley  anti-strike  injunction  to 
militari/.ing  the  docks.  While  the  govern- 
ment has  not  yet  intervened.  White  House 
spokesman  Ari  Fleischer  warned  that  if 
the  lockout  “goes  on  for  even  a short 
period  of  time,  it's  a problem  for  the 
economy.  We’re  monitoring  it  carefully.” 
This  is  nothing  but  a thinly  veiled  threat 
against  the  ILWU.  The  government  has 
also  tried  to  strong-arm  the  ILWU  to 
agree  to  federal  mediation,  another  form 
of  state  intervention  that  would  hamstring 
the  union  and  effectively  take  away  its 
power  to  struggle. 

If  the  PMA  and  government  are 
allowed  to  break  the  power  of  the  ILWU, 
every  reactionary  attack  on  the  working 
class — from  assaults  on  blacks  and 
working  people  at  home  to  U.S.  imperial- 
ism’s increasingly  aggressive  foreign 
jdventures — will  be  intensified.  At  the 
same  time,  the  PMA’s  lockout,  in 
attempting  to  punish  the  workers  for 
their  determination  to  defend  themselves 
through  the  union,  has  graphically  dem- 
onstrated the  organized  workers’  poten- 
tial power  by  bringing  the  ports  to  a 
gnnding  halt.  The  Journal  of  Commerce 
(30  September)  reported  that  there  were 
approximately  100  ships  paralyzed  in  the 
ports  or  at  anchor  by  Sunday  night  alone. 
Robin  Lanier,  executive  director  of  the 
West  Coast  Waterfront  Coalition,  which 
represents  importers  and  exporters,  com- 
plained: “It’s  bad.  In  a word,  it  sucks” 
{Oakland  Tribune,  1 October). 

Blood  and  Profit 

The  initial  lockout  came  the  day  after 
the  ILWU  Negotiating  Committee  passed 
a resolution  which  “calls  on  longshore 
workers  to  follow  all  safety  procedures 
including  speed  limits,  to  refrain  from 
working  extended  shifts,  working 
through  lunch  hours,  or  doubling  back” 
(ILWU  Web  site,  26  September  Weekly 
Member  Update).  "Doubling  back” — 
working  two  shifts  in  a 24-hour  period — 
results  in  exhausted  workers  who  are  in 
grave  danger  of  injury.  The  ten-mile-per- 
hour  speed  limit  on  the  docks  is  critical 
with  the  huge  equipment  used  to  move 
Containers  in  tight  spaces. 

PMA  head  Joseph  Miniace  called  the 
ILWU’s  request  that  its  members  follow 
(he  employer-sanctioned  Pacific  Coast 


U.S.  imperialism’s  rulers  to  erase  the 
opposition  to  their  wars  and  domestic 
repression  that  arose  during  the  civil 
rights  and  anti-Vietnam  War  struggles  of 
the  19S0s  and  '60s  by  playing  to  right- 
wing  religious  fundamentalism.  From 
then  to  now  everything  that  makes  life 
enjoyable  or  tolerable — from  sex  and 
drugs  to  welfare,  day-care  centers  and  a 
good  job — has  come  under  attack, 
replaced  by  the  twin  madnesses  of  the 
'bom  again'  and  the  'recovered'.... 

"From  Carter  to  Clinton,  the  Democrats, 
no  less  than  the  Republicans,  have  led 
the  campaign  to  whitewash  the  machina- 
tions of  American  imperialism  and  por- 
tray as  virtuous  its  attempts  to  dominate 
the  world." 

— “Hysteria  Over  Pledge  of  Alle- 
giance." VWNo.  784.  12  July 

Even  if  the  death  penally  were  elimi- 
t'^ted,  this  wouldn’t  fundamentally  alter 
(he  repressive  nature  of  the  bloody  capi- 
(2list  stale.  The  death  penalty  is  already 
outlawed  in  most  advanced  capitalist 
countries  (with  the  exception  of  the  U.S. 

Japan),  but  immigrants  and  minor- 
'('es  still  face  brutal  oppression  and  daily 
‘■°P  (error  in  these  countries.  Nor  would 
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Marine  Safety  Code  a "strike  with  pay." 
This  only  underlines  that  the  billions  in 
profits  the  shipping  bosses  make  are 
stained  with  the  blood  of  workers 
maimed  and  killed  on  the  job.  As  the  Par- 
tisan Defense  Committee  said  in  a 30 
September  protest  letter  to  the  PMA: 
“Your  claim  that  this  constitutes  a 'slow- 
down' merely  reflects  that  the  PMA- 
associaled  stevedoring  and  shipping  com- 
panies normally  drive  the  workers  on  the 
docks  to  work  long  hours,  often  in  double 
shifts,  operating  container  haulers  and 
cranes  at  breakneck  speeds  in  total  viola- 
tion of  any  concern  for  safety.” 

In  fact,  longshoremen  have  been  mov- 
ing record  levels  of  cargo  through  West 
Coast  ports.  According  to  the  Journal  of 
Commerce  (25  September).  “The  Port  of 


Los  Angeles  reported  a 30  percent 
increase  in  loaded  inbound  containers  in 
August,  while  imports  through  Tacoma 
increased  26  percent."  As  ILWU  spokes- 
man Steve  Stallone  slated,  “The  compa- 
nies have  instituted  the  biggest  speedup 
that  ever  happened,  and  it’s  dangerous.” 

The  ranks  of  the  union  have  grown 
increasingly  angry  with  the  speedup  and 
provocations  of  the  employers  on  the 
docks.  Just  one  week  earlier,  the  PMA 
threatened  to  lock  out  the  ILWU  in  the 
ports  of  Long  Beach  and  L.A.  over  union 
action  at  the  notoriously  unsafe  Stevedor- 
ing Services  of  America  terminal  in  Long 
Beach,  where  a worker  died  on  Septem- 
ber 3 (ILWU  statement.  1 8 September). 
As  ILWU  president  Jim  Spinosa  wrote  in 
a letter  to  the  PMA,  “The  industry  has 
seen  five  people  die  from  industrial  acci- 
dents since  the  start  of  these  negotiations” 
(ILWU  press  release,  20  September).  But 
the  bosses  are  utterly  indifferent  to  how 
many  workers  die;  they  want  massive 
speedup,  and  the  union  is  in  the  way. 

The  Need  for  a Workers  Party 

The  attacks  on  the  ILWU  are  integrally 
linked  with  the  current  U.S.  imperialist 


the  outlawing  of  the  death  penalty  guar- 
antee its  permanent  abolition.  In  1972, 
the  Supreme  Court  declared  the  death 
penalty  as  practiced  unconstitutional, 
only  to  authorize  state-sanctioned  murder 
four  years  later. 

In  fighting  to  mobilize  the  social 
power  of  the  multiracial  working  class  in 
the  fight  to  free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  we 
have  always  sought  to  emphasize  the 
Marxist  understanding  that  the  capitalist 
stale — the  courts,  the  cops,  the  prisons — 
is  not  neutral,  but  exists  to  serve  and  pro- 
tect the  profits  and  class  rule  of  the 
greedy  capitalists.  The  struggle  to  mobi- 
lize labor  to  free  Jamal  is  crucial  to 
imbuing  the  working  class  with  the 
understanding  that  it  must  champion  the 
cause  of  black  emancipation  if  labor  it- 
self is  to  be  free.  Out  of  such  struggles 
will  come  the  leading  elements  of  a mul- 
tiracial revolutionary  workers  party,  armed 
with  a program  to  eradicate  the  entire  sys- 
tem of  capitalist  exploitation — and  all  its 
barbaric  practices — through  proletarian 
socialist  revolution.! 


war  moves.  Navy  crane  operators  are 
already  stationed  in  San  Diego  and  are 
ready  to  move  into  the  ports  as  other  U.S. 
troops  are  being  prepared  to  unleash  war 
against  the  Iraqi  masses.  Today,  in  the 
midst  of  an  economic  collapse  brought 
about  by  the  capitalist  profit  system  itself. 
Wall  Street  and  Washington  aim  to 
restore  profits  by  driving  down  the  living 
standards  of  the  workers  while  they  move 
to  secure  their  domination  around  the 
globe.  The  so-called  “war  on  terror”  is 
in  reality  a war  on  the  working  class 
and  the  oppressed,  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  Support  to  flag-waving  patriot- 
ism only  undermines  the  union’s  ability 
to  struggle. 

In  answer  to  administration  threats,  the 
ILWU  tops  lobbied  Democratic  Party 


government  officials  to  intercede  with 
Bush,  but  Democratic  Senators  Barbara 
Boxer  and  Dianne  Feinstein  have  both 
“declined  to  lake  a stand”  (Oakland  Trib- 
une, 1 October).  The  union’s  26  Septem- 
ber Weekly  Member  Update  claims  that  a 
letter  from  the  Bush  Department  of  Labor 
“denied  outright  in  writing  that  they  have 
any  intention  of  intervening  in  the 
ILWU/PMA  labor  negotiations.”  The  exi- 
gencies of  preparing  the  nation  for  war, 
including  Washington’s  determination  to 
keep  up  the  flow  of  trade  with  Asia,  may 
have  temporarily  shielded  the  union  from 
an  aggressive  government  intervention. 
But  whether  run  by  either  capitalist  party. 
Democrat  or  Republican,  the  government 
is  not  neutral — it  administers  a slate 
machine  of  repression  dedicated  to  defend- 
ing capitalist  property  and  profits. 

A strategy  of  relying  on  Democratic 
Party  “friends  in  high  places”  will  crip- 
ple the  union’s  fight  to  defend  itself. 
Don’t  forget  that  the  last  invocation  of 
Taft-Hartley  against  a striking  union  was 
Democrat  Jimmy  Carter’s  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  use  the  measure  against  the 
miners  in  1978.  As  we  wrote  in  “Capital- 
ism USA:  Pink  Slips  and  Pension  Theft” 
(WV  No.  787,  20  September); 

“The  Republicans  flaunt  their  close  ties 
to  Wall  Street  and  the  Fortune  500  cor- 
porations while  touting  the  virtues  of 
unfettered  ‘free  market'  capitalism.  The 
Democrats  are  the  'soft  cops’  of  Ameri- 
can capitalism.  They  appeal  to  a different 
constituency,  using  a different  rhetoric. 
The  particular  role  of  the  Democratic 


Party  in  American  bourgeois  politics  is 
to  convince  the  working  class  and  the 
oppressed  black  and  Latino  minorities 
that  they.  I<k>.  can  benefit  from  the  capi- 
talist system  with  the  right  kind  of  gov- 
ernment policies  and  regulations." 

The  ILWU  can’t  both  maintain  the 
Democrats  as  “friends”  and  mobilize  the 
union  and  its  allies  in  (he  workers  move- 
ment for  class  war  against  the  capitalists. 

Labor  solidarity  is  key  to  the  ILWU’s 
struggle  to  defend  its  very  existence.  But 
that  solidarity  has  been  undercut  by  a 
jurisdictional  dispute  between  the  ILWU 
and  the  International  Association  of 
Machinists  (lAM)  over  which  union’s 
members  gel  mechanics  jobs  on  the 
docks.  According  to  the  Los  Angeles 
Times  (14  September),  in  early  Septem- 
ber the  lAM  “threatened  to  cross  ILWU 
picket  lines  if  a strike  were  called  unless 
the  jurisdictional  questions  were  re- 
solved.” The  same  article  reports  that  the 
lAM  and  others  “torpedoed  a resolution 
of  solidarity  with  the  ILWU”  at  a Califor- 
nia Labor  Federation  meeting  in  San 
Francisco  this  summer.  The  1970s  organ- 
izing battles  of  the  United  Farm  Workers 
(UFW)  in  California,  in  which  Teamsters 
joined  gun-toting  company  goons  to 
intimidate  pro-UFW  farm  workers,  were 
among  the  more  well-known  examples  of 
how  such  jurisdictional  disputes  are  fatal 
to  the  interests  of  the  labor  movement. 

The  PMA’s  lockout  of  the  ILWU  is  also 
an  attack  on  the  livelihoods  of  the  heav- 
ily immigrant  port  truckers,  many  of 
whom  have  their  own  trucks  and  are  paid 
by  the  load.  The  government’s  “war  on 
terror”  was  directed  in  the  first  instance 
at  such  workers,  and  they  are  targeted  by 
the  proposed  “port  security”  acts  which 
just  passed  Congress.  So.  too,  are  the 
members  of  the  ILWU.  Longshoremen 
must  reject  the  attempts  by  the  ILWU 
bureaucracy  to  set  up  the  truckers  for  vic- 
timization as  security  risks  and  instead 
fight  to  unionize  the  truckers  and  for  full 
citizenship  rights  for  all  immigrants. 

Jurisdictional  disputes  and  anti-immi- 
grant bigotry  reflect  the  outlook  of  the 
trade-union  bureaucracy,  which  accepts 
the  framework  of  capitalism  with  its 
craft  divisions,  pitting  one  group  of 
workers  against  another  in  a struggle 
over  a shrinking  pool  of  jobs.  What’s 
needed  instead  is  a labor  fight  to  organize 
the  unorganized  and  for  a sliding  scale  of 
hours,  reducing  the  workweek  with  no 
cut  in  pay  to  provide  jobs  for  all. 

A victory  for  the  ILWU  would  be  a 
victory  for  all  the  workers  and 
oppressed.  It  could  well  spark  the  kind 
of  class  struggle  that  needs  to  be  waged 
against  the  rulers  of  this  country.  The 
social  power  of  labor  that  is  evident  in 
the  current  conflict  on  the  docks  must 
also  be  mobilized  to  fight  for  the  broad 
social  needs  of  the  working  masses — 
jobs,  education,  housing — and  against 
the  racial  oppression  of  black  people  that 
is  the  bedrock  of  capitalism  in  this  coun- 
try. That  calls  for  a leadership  in  the 
unions  that  stands  independent  of  the 
bosses  and  their  parties.  To  extend  the 
fight  beyond  defensive  trade-union 
actions  requires  the  construction  of  a 
revolutionary  workers  party  that  will 
lead  the  working  class  to  become,  as 
Karl  Marx  called  it,  the  gravediggers 
of  capitalism.  Victory  to  the  longshore 
workerslu 
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September  30:  ILWU  pickets  at  Oakland  docks  after  bosses  declare  lockout. 
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Huntsville,  Texas  death  row.  San  Francisco:  SpartacisMnitiated  Revolutionary  Contingent  at  May  2001  demonstration  for  Mumia  Abu>Jamal. 


This  past  summer,  amid  mounting  pub- 
lic opposition  to  the  death  penalty,  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  handed  down  two 
decisions  which  mark  the  first  judicial 
limitation  on  the  capitalist  state's  killing 
machine  in  over  a decade.  On  June  20.  the 
court  ruled  in  Atkins  v.  Virginia  that  the 
execution  of  mentally  retarded  people  is 
“cruel  and  unusual  punishment,”  revers- 
ing a 1 3-year-old  decision  that  gave  the 
green  light  for  such  state-sanctioned 
murders.  In  a second  decision  four  days 
later,  the  court  ruled  that  it  is  unconstitu- 
tional to  allow  a judge,  rather  than  a jury, 
to  make  the  final  decision  on  whether  to 
impose  a sentence  of  death.  Together, 


these  decisions  call  into  question  the 
cases  of  nearly  500  of  the  over  4,000  peo- 
ple on  death  row  nationally. 

Going  much  further  than  the  “high 
court,”  on  July  1 a federal  District  Court 
judge  in  New  York,  Jed  Rakoff,  declared 
the  federal  death  penalty  unconstitutional 
as  a whole  due  to  the  "undue  risk  of  exe- 
cuting innocent  people.”  Two  months 
later,  on  September  24.  Judge  William  K. 
Sessions  III,  a federal  court  judge  in  Ver- 
mont, also  struck  down  the  death  penalty 
provisions  of  the  1994  omnibus  crime 
bill.  Adopted  under  the  Democratic  Clin- 
ton administration,  this  law  expanded  the 
number  of  offenses  punishable  by  death 


and  drastically  curtailed  the  ability  of 
death  row  inmates  to  challenge  their  con- 
victions. Because  it  provides  even  fewer 
protections  (such  as  the  right  to  cross- 
examination  of  witnesses  during  the  sen- 
tencing hearing)  to  those  facing  the  death 
sentence  than  to  defendants  in  ordinary 
criminal  trials.  Judge  Sessions  held  the 
law  to  be  an  unconstitutional  deprivation 
of  due  process.  The  government  is  appeal- 
ing both  rulings. 

These  decisions  are  remarkable  not 
only  because  for  20  years  the  Supreme 
Court  has  led  the  charge  in  eviscerating 
the  rights  of  death  row  prisoners,  but 
because  they  come  in  the  context  of  the 


massive  expansion  of  the  repressive 
powers  of  the  state  in  the  name  of  the 
“war  on  terror.”  Exploiting  the  fear  bom 
of  last  year’s  attack  on  the  World  Trade 
Center,  the  government  has  rammed 
through  legislation  and  issued  executive 
orders  gutting  the  core  provisions  of  the 
Constitution's  Bill  of  Rights — the  right 
to  a trial,  the  right  to  an  attorney,  protec- 
tion from  unlawful  search  and  seizure, 
presumption  of  innocence  and  rights  of 
assembly  and  speech.  The  reigning  doc- 
trine for  Bush  & Co.  is  that  no  govern- 
ment action — White  House  diktats.  FBI 
agents  climbing  through  your  window. 

continued  on  page  14 


Hundreds  Arrested  at  IMF/World  Bank  Demonstrations  — 


Between  September  27  and  29.  sev- 
eral thousand  demonstrators  converged 
on  Washington,  D.C.  to  protest  during 
the  annual  meetings  of  the  International 
Monetary  Fund  (IMF)  and  World  Bank. 
These  demonstrators  met  with  brutal 
repression  at  the  hands  of  the  D.C.  cops, 
who  systematically  rounded  up  hun- 
dreds of  protesters  and  bystanders  over 
the  weekend  in  “pre-emptive  arrests.” 
i.e.,  arresting  people  on  the  supposition 
that  they  might  violate  city  laws.  On 
Friday.  649  were  arrested,  and  more 
arrests  occurred  on  Saturday.  Mark  Gold- 
stone.  a lawyer  representing  some  of  the 
demonstrators,  captured  the  atmosphere 
in  D.C.  "Two  windows  get  broken,  and 
everyone  in  the  city  loses  their  rights.” 
he  said.  “It’s  very  clear  these  were  a lot 
of  pre-emptive  arrests”  (Washington  Post. 
29  September). 

We  print  below  a September  28  protest 


letter  from  the  Partisan  Defense  Commit- 
tee to  Mayor  Anthony  Williams  and 
Chief  Charles  Ramsey  of  the  Washing- 
ton, D.C.  police. 

* * * 

We  demand  the  dropping  of  all  charges 
and  the  release  of  all  those  arrested  for 
protesting  against  the  meetings  by  the 
"Group  of  Seven”  nunisters,  the  Interna- 
tional Monetary  Fund  and  World  Bank 
in  Washington,  D.C.  beginning  on  Friday. 
September  27.  Among  the  at  least  650 
people  caught  up  in  the  massive  police 
sweep  of  the  area  were  bystanders,  com- 
muters and  reporters.  Protesters  attempt- 
ing to  exercise  their  democratic  rights  to 
free  speech  and  assembly  face  charges 
including  failure  to  obey  a lawful  order 
and  participating  in  a riot.  Police  pepper- 
sprayed  and  beat  protesters  with  batons. 
One  woman  hit  in  the  face  by  police 
required  hospitalization.  Two  Washington 


D.C.  police 
arresting 
anti-IMF 
protesters  on 
September  27. 


Post  reporters  also  arrested  in  the  police 
sweep  of  Pershing  Square  have  docu- 
mented the  brutal  treatment  by  the  police 
including  throwing  protesters  to  the 
ground  without  warning  and  dragging 
them  down  sidewalks. 

These  arrests  take  place  in  the  context 
of  a massive  crackdown  on  civil  liberties 
in  the  name  of  the  "war  on  terror.”  The 
U.S.  ruling  class  has  cynically  wielded 
the  deaths  of  innocent  people  in  the  Sep- 
tember 1 1 World  Trade  Center  attack  to 


back  up  their  lie  that  more  cops  and  more 
restrictions  on  democratic  rights  are 
needed  to  “protect”  the  population.  As  the 
government  now  prepares  for  war  against 
Iraq,  the  virtual  state  of  siege  in  Wash- 
ington. D.C.  this  week  only  underlines 
that  the  massive  expansion  of  state  pow* 
ers  under  the  guise  of  "anti-terrorism  ts 
clearly  a pretext  for  repression  of  anyone 
the  government  deems  to  be  an  opponent 
Free  all  the  arrested  anti-IMF  protest- 
ers! Drop  all  charges!  ■ 


Drop  All  Charges 
Against  D.C.  Protesters! 
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New  York  City,  October  6:  Spartacists  call  for  class-struggle  fight  against  imperialist  war. 


OCTOBER  15 — A day  after  his 
speech  to  the  nation  charting  the 
course  for  a bloody  imperialist  war, 

Bush  invoked  “the  security  of  our 
country"  in  imposing  the  strikebreak- 
ing provisions  of  the  Taft-Hartley  Act 
against  the  West  Coast  International 
Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union 
(ILWU).  And  as  huge  majorities  in 
both  the  House  and  Senate  gave  Bush 
a blank  check  for  war.  the  White 
House  revealed  plans  for  a long-term 
military  occupation  of  Iraq.  Bled 
white  by  12  years  of  starvation  sanc- 
tions and  imperialist  terror  bombing, 
the  people  of  Iraq  are  now  threatened 
with  yet  more  death  and  desinjction 
and  colonial  tyranny  under  the  arro- 
gant American  overlords. 

The  events  of  the  last  week  make 
it  crystal-clear  that  the  multiracial 
working  people  of  America  and  the 
Nomicolonial  masses  of  Iraq  have  a 
common  enemy  in  the  unusually 
war-crazed,  labor-hating  gang  in  the 
White  House  and  the  capitalist  class 
It  represents.  To  wage  imperialist  war 
abroad,  the  bourgeoisie  demands 
“class  peace”  at  home.  The  "war  on  ter- 
ror” has  meant  a racist  witchhunt  against 
Arabs  and  Muslims  and  a wholesale 
assault  on  immigrant  rights  and  the  civil 
liberties  of  the  population  as  a whole.  Its 
ultimate  target,  underscored  by  the  attack 
on  the  ILWU,  is  the  labor  movement,  the 
real  “enemy  within”  in  the  eyes  of  the 
American  bourgeoisie. 

Following  the  Congreswonal  vote. 


Bush  declaimed  that  “America  speaks 
with  one  voice."  sounding  like  Louis  XIV. 
the  17th-  and  18th-century  French  mon- 
arch who  said,  "L’^tai,  c’est  moi"  (I  am 
the  state).  Even  in  Congress,  some  150 
Democrats  and  a handful  of  Republicans 
opposed  the  White  House.  The  country  at 
large  is  deeply  divided  over  this  new  mil- 
itary adventure.  The  patriotic  "one  nation 
indivisible"  hysteria  whipped  up  follow- 


ing the  criminal  attack  on  the  World 
Trade  Center  last  year  has  grown  thin 
under  the  weight  of  recession,  mass  lay- 
offs and  grotesque  corporate  corruption. 

In  recent  weeks,  tens  of  thousands  of 
youth  have  demonstrated  against  the  war. 
and  even  larger  numbers  are  expected  to 
turn  out  on  October  26  in  Washington, 
D.C.  and  San  Francisco,  as  well  as  other 
cities,  to  demand:  “Slop  the  War  on  Iraq 


Before  It  Starts!”  The  reformist  organ- 
izers of  these  protests,  the  Interna- 
tional ANSWER  coalition  politically 
dominated  by  the  Workers  World 
Parly  (WWP)  and  the  "Not  In  Our 
Name”  coalition  initiated  by  the  Rev- 
olutionary Communist  Party,  seek  to 
channel  fear  and  haired  of  imperial- 
ist war  into  illusions  that  mass 
protest  alone  can  stay  the  blood- 
drenched  hand  of  U.S.  imperialism. 
In  the  name  of  the  broadest  unity 
against  war,  these  coalitions  refuse 
to  lake  a principled  stand  in  defense 
of  Iraq  against  the  Pentagon  war 
machine. 

Those  who  want  to  fight  imperial- 
ist war  and  the  system  that  breeds  it 
must  take  up  the  slogans:  For  class 
struggle  against  the  U.S.  capitalist 
rulers!  Defend  Iraq  against  U.S.  t/n- 
perialist  attack!  Down  with  the  UN 
starvation  blockade!  March  with  the 
Spartacist  League  and  Spartacus  Youth 
Clubs  in  the  Revolutionary  Interna- 
tionalist Contingents  on  October  26 
in  Washington  and  San  Francisco. 
The  military  defense  of  neocolo- 
nial Iraq  against  American  imperialism, 
involving  not  an  iota  of  political  support 
to  the  Saddam  Hussein  regime,  is  in  the 
interests  of  working  people  and  the 
oppressed  around  the  world.  Washing- 
ton’s war  moves  are  carried  out  by  the 
same  racist  ruling  class  that  has  ruthlessly 
driven  down  the  living  standards  of  work- 
ing people  in  the  U.S.,  that  fiercely 
continued  on  page  8 


Down  With  Taft-Hartley  Slave-Labor  Law! 


Labor:  Defend  the  ILWU! 


Democrats:  Enemies  of  Labor- 
Fight  for  a Workers  Party! 


OAKLAND.  October  12 — One  day  after 
going  on  nationwide  television  to  whip 
up  support  for  invading  Iraq.  Presi- 
dent Bush  moved  against  the  labor 
front  at  home  by  invoking  the  anti-union 
Taft-Hartley  Act — one  of  the  govern- 
ment’s prime  union-busting  tools — in 
the  contract  battle  between  the  Interna- 
tional Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union 
(ILWU)  and  the  employers’  Pacific  Mar- 
itime Association  (PMA).  On  October  8. 
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after  months  of  government  threats  to 
use  Taft-Hartley  and  military  personnel 
against  the  ILWU.  at  Bush’s  instigation 
federal  judge  William  Alsup  ordered 
the  PMA  to  call  off  its  ten-day  lockout 
of  the  union  from  all  29  West  Coast 
ports,  setting  in  motion  an  80-day  “cool- 
ing off  period"  calculated  to  impose 
a legal  stranglehold  on  the  union.  As 
ILWU  International  president  James 
Spinosa  said.  "Taft-Hartley  gives  them  80 
days  of  free  shots  at  the  union  and  we 
expect  the  employers  will  be  dragging  us 
to  court  daily,  trying  to  bankrupt  the 
union  and  throw  our  leaders  in  jail” 
(ILWU  press  release.  9 October). 

The  PMA  launched  its  lockout  by 
continued  on  page  10 


October  2:  ILWU  picket  line  at  Port  Hueneme  near  Los  Angeles  stops  attempt 
to  move  ship  out  of  port  during  lockout. 


Chicago  Transit  Workers  Rally 
to  Defend  Arlene  Russell 


CHICAGO.  October  15— Transit  workers 
are  mobilizing  to  defend  Arlene  Russell, 
a black  bus  driver  and  member  of  Amal- 
gamated Transit  Union  (ATU)  Local  241. 
On  July  17,  Russell  was  hit  with  bogus 
charges  of  ‘‘battery’’  against  a police  offi- 
cer after  she  was  arrested  while  driving 
her  bus  route.  Today  as  well  as  at  Rus- 
sell’s first  court  date  on  October  2.  ATU 
officials  and  members  of  locals  241  and 
308  rose  with  her  when  her  case  was 
called,  in  a show  of  solidarity  drawn  from 
the  traditions  of  the  civil  rights  move- 
ment. Russell’s  trial  date  has  been  .set  for 
December  9 at  9:00  a.m.,  and  transit 
workers  are  vowing  to  fill  the  courtroom 
with  even  larger  numbers.  Defend  Arlene 
Russell!  All  out  for  the  December  9 trial 
date,  1340  S.  Michigan! 

Russell,  driving  the  number  12  bus, 
was  arrested  after  she  passed  an  elderly 
man  who  was  waving  from  the  other  side 
of  the  street.  Police  in  a patrol  car  imme- 
diately picked  him  up  and  pulled  in  front 
of  Russell’s  bus.  cutting  her  off.  After  two 
cops  jumped  out.  one  began  banging  on 
the  bus’s  door  shouting  racial  epithets, 
calling  Russell  a “stupid  black  bitch.’’ 
When  Russell  used  her  cell  phone  to 
protest  this  racist  abuse  to  the  city’s 
Office  of  Professional  Standards,  the  cop 
hurling  racist  remarks  tried  to  grab  the 
phone  out  of  her  hand  and  then  violently 
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Arlene  Russell  (center)  with  members  of  Amalgamated  Transit  Union  locals 
241  and  308,  outside  October  2 court  hearing. 


grabbed  her  arm.  She  was  then  arrested 
on  fabricated  charges,  a ploy  commonly 
used  by  the  cops  to  cover  up  their  brutal 
racist  actions. 

Locals  24 1 and  308  have  both  gone  on 
record  in  defense  of  Russell,  posting  calls 
in  bus  bams  and  train  yards  for  union 
members  to  mobilize.  In  a protest  letter 


TROTSKY 


LENIN 


Communist  Opposition  to 
Imperialist  War 

In  our  military  defense  of  semicolonial 
Iraq  against  V.S.  imperialist  attack,  the 
Sparfacist  League  raises  the  call  for  class 
struggle  against  the  capitalist  rulers  at 
home.  Writing  in  the  midst  of  the  inter- 
imperialist slaughter  of  World  War  /.  Bol- 
shevik leader  V.  I.  Lenin  explained  that  the 
yearning  for  peace  among  the  working 
masses  must  he  directed  toward  a struggle 
for  workers  revolution  to  sweep  away  the 
capitalist  order,  which  is  based  on  exploitation,  plunder  and  imperialist  war. 

The  yearning  for  peace  is  one  of  the  most  important  symptoms  revealing  the  begin- 
nings of  disappointment  in  the  bourgeois  lie  about  a war  of  "liberation,”  the  "defence  of 
the  fatherland.”  and  similar  falsehoods  that  the  class  of  capitalists  beguiles  the  mob 
with.  This  symptom  should  attract  the  closest  attention  from  socialists.  All  efforts  must 
be  bent  towards  utilising  the  masses’  desire  for  peace.  But  how  is  it  to  be  utilised?  To 
recognise  the  peace  slogan  and  repeat  it  would  mean  encouraging  "pompous  airs  of 
impotent  [and  frequently  what  is  worse:  hypocritical]  phrase-mongers”;  it  would  mean 
deceiving  the  people  with  illusion  that  the  existing  govemmenLs,  the  present-day  master 
classes,  are  capo6/e— without  being  “taught”  a lesson  (or  rather  without  being  elimi- 
nated) by  a series  of  revolutions — of  granting  a peace  in  any  way  satisfactory  to 
democracy  and  the  working  class.  Nothing  is  more  harmful  than  such  deception.  Noth- 
ing throws  more  dust  in  the  eyes  of  the  workers,  nothing  imbues  them  with  a more 
deceptive  idea  about  the  absence  of  deep  contradictions  between  capitalism  and  social- 
ism. nothing  embellishes  capitalist  slavery  more  than  this  deception  does.  No,  we  must 
make  use  of  the  desire  for  peace  so  as  to  explain  to  the  masses  that  the  benefits  they 
expect  from  peace  cannot  be  obtained  without  a series  of  revolutions. 

— V.I.  Lenin.  "The  Question  of  Peace"  (July-August  1915) 


on  Russell’s  behalf  sent  to  the  Cook 
County  State’s  Attorney,  Local  308  pres- 
ident Jerry  Williams  wrote,  “ATU  Local 
308  and  its  membership  of  over  4,000 
will  not  sit  by  while  fellow  transit  work- 
ers or  any  minority  workers  continue  to 
be  victimized  by  some  racist  police  offi- 
cers who  violently  abuse  them.” 

The  case  has  sparked  outrage  among 
many  transit  workers,  particularly  women 
drivers  who  face  this  kind  of  racist,  anti- 
woman abuse  on  a regular  basis.  "The 
police  have  been  a constant  problem  with 
the  bus  operators,"  a driver  from  the  77th 
Street  bus  bam  told  V^Vat  Russell’s  Octo- 
ber 2 court  appearance.  And  it’s  not  only 
bus  drivers  that  are  targets  of  the  police: 
Democratic  mayor  Richard  Daley’s  cops 


constantly  terrorize  the  black  and  Latino 
masses.  It  is  the  job  of  the  cops.  a.s  agents 
of  the  racist  capitalist  slate,  to  “serve  and 
protect"  the  interests  of  the  ruling  class 
through  repressing  labor  struggle  and  ter- 
rorizing the  ghettos  and  barrios. 

There  must  be  no  illusions  in  the  "jus- 
tice” of  the  capitalist  courts,  whose  role 
is  to  put  the  stamp  of  legal  approval  on 
the  cops’  racist  terror.  The  power  of  the 
ATU  and  the  rest  of  Chicago’s  multira- 
cial labor  movement  should  be  brought 
to  bear  to  demand  that  the  charges 
against  Arlene  Russell  be  dropped  now! 
Many  ATU  members  remember  the  1987 
union  defense  of  black  bus  driver  Cas- 
sandra Seay,  who  was  brutally  beaten  by 
the  racist  cops  and  then  framed  up  on 
phony  assault  charges.  It  was  the  fact 
that  the  union  stood  behind  Seay,  with 
dozens  of  transit  workers  filling  the 
courtroom,  that  won  her  acquittal. 

Vividly  illustrating  how  the  repressive 
measures  adopted  in  the  post-Septemher 
1 1 “anti-terrorism”  drive  are  wielded 
against  workers  and  minorities,  Russell 
was  held  for  eight  hours  after  her  aixest 
while  the  cops  ran  her  fingerprints 
through  an  international  "terrorist"  data- 
base. “It’s  like  they’re  flexing  their 
muscles,  practicing  for  something  bigger 
later  on."  one  driver  said.  But  the  ATU 
International  supported  the  passage  of 
the  USA-Pairiot  Act.  a keystone  in  the 
government’s  onslaught  against  immi- 
grant rights,  civil  liberties  and  the  rights 
of  labor.  What  is  needed  is  to  mobilize 
the  labor  movement  in  defense  of  immi- 
grants, black  people  and  all  working 
people — at  home  and  abroad — against 
the  all-sided  attacks  of  the  racist  capi- 
talist rulers.  All  out  to  defend  Arlene 
Russell! 


The  Partisan  Defense  Committee  has 
sent  a letter  to  the  Cook  County  State's 
Attorney  protesting  this  racist  outrage. 
We  urge  all  labor,  minority  rights,  student 
and  community  organizations  to  send 
similar  protest  statements  to:  Richard  A. 
Devine.  Cook  County  State’s  Attoniey. 
500  Richard  J.  Daley  Center.  Chicago.  IL 
60602.  Fax;  (312)  603-3000.B 
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From  Death  Row, 
This  Is  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 


T.I.P.S.— 

Return  of  “Snitch  Patrol” 


With  the  news  that  the  Ashcroft  Justice  Department 
has  initialed  a new,  civilian  espionage  system,  truck- 
ers, cabbies,  mailmen  and  plumbers  have  become 
unofficial  agents  in  the  latest  war  without  end — the 
war  against  terrorism.  They  have  been  recruited  to 
spy  on  their  fellow  citizens,  customers  and  clients, 
and  to  promptly  report  “suspicious”  happenings  to 
TI  PS,  hotlines,  and  contacts  in  the  U.S.  Justice 
Department. 

Under  T.I.P.S.  (Terrorism  Information  and  Preven- 
tion System)  every  U.S.  street  comer,  and  potentially, 
every  American  home  and  hearth,  is  to  be  placed 
under  the  ever-open  eye  of  public  surveillance.  And 
as  the  "War”  against  terrorism  is  to  last  for  genera- 
tions, will  not  this  surveillance  last  for  generations 
also? 

If  such  an  announcement  were  made  in,  say,  Cuba, 
would  not  the  U.S.  media  be  in  full-bray-mode 
about  the  “police  state,”  where  “neighbors  spy  on 
neighbors”? 


And  yet,  history,  that  mistress  of  long  memory, 
teaches  us  that  there  are  few  new  things  under  the 
sun. 

In  the  summer  of  1917  over  a million  Americans 
entered  World  War  I against  Germany.  As  ever,  in 
times  of  war.  (and  WWI  was  not  popular  in  America) 
the  government  sought  to  stifle  dissent,  and  enlist  its 
citizens  in  a massive  “private”  spy  campaign  against 
other,  “disloyal"  citizens.  In  fact,  to  the  Woodrow 
Wilson  administration,  “disloyalty”  meant  anyone 
who  was  critical  of  the  War.  The  U.S.  Justice  Dept, 
sponsored  what  it  called  the  American  Protective 
League,  which  by  June  claimed  almost  100,000 
“patriotic”  members. 

The  U.S.  government  urged  APL  members  to  spy 
on  their  neighbors  and  fellow  workers.  They  rifled 
through  the  mails,  infiltrated  private  meetings,  and 
spied  on  public  ones.  Criticism  of  the  “European  War” 
was  considered  a crime.  The  APL  claimed  to  have 
found  some  three  million  instances  of  “disloyalty”  to 


the  Wilson  government,  which  seemed  to  please  Attor- 
ney General  A.  Mitchell  Palmer  to  no  end.  “It  is  safe 
to  say  that  never  in  its  history  has  this  country  been  so 
thoroughly  policed.”  he  boasted. 

The  great  socialist  union  organizer,  Eugene  V. 
Debs,  would  be  sent  to  prison  for  speaking  against 
the  War,  saying.  “Wars  throughout  history  have  been 
waged  for  conquest  and  plunder....  And  that  is  war  in 
a nutshell.  The  master  class  has  always  declared  the 
wars;  the  subject  class  has  always  fought  the  battles.” 
For  these  words,  62-year-old  Debs  was  thrown  in 
prison,  sentenced  to  10  years. 

Hundreds  of  others  followed,  with  the  blessing  of 
a unanimous  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

In  80  years,  the  nation  has  gone  from  the  A.P.L.  to 
T.I.P.S.  Is  the  nation  doomed  to  repeat  the  hellish 
errors  of  the  past? 

From  snitch-program  to  snitch-program,  how  much 
has  changed? 

Do  you  trust  your  neighbor? 

Perhaps  more  importantly,  do  you  trust  your 
government? 

31  July  2002 

02002  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 


Send  urgently  needed  contributions  for  Mumia's 
legal  defense,  earmarked  “Mumia  Abu-Jamal,’*  to: 
Humanitarian  Law  Project,  8124  W.  3rd  Street, 
Suite  105,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90048. 

If  you  wish  to  correspond  with  Jamal,  you  can 
write  to:  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  AM8335,  SCI  Greene, 
175  Progress  Drive,  Waynesburg,  PA  15370. 
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Train  Driver  Killed  at  JFK 

The  Bosses  Are  Responsible 


Kelvin  C.  DeBourgh  Jr.,  a member  of 
International  Brotherhood  of  Electrical 
Workers  (IBEW)  Local  589,  was  crushed 
to  death  on  September  27  when  the  New 
York  City  JFK  Airport  AirTrain  he  was 
operating  in  a test  run  derailed,  sending 
2.000-pound  concrete  ballast  blocks  in 
his  car  crashing  forward  against  him. 

Had  the  company  had  even  the  slight- 
est concern  for  his  safety.  DeBourgh 
would  be  alive  today.  Instead,  they  put 
him  in  the  driver’s  seat  of  a deathtrap. 
The  Bombardier  company  not  only  failed 
to  secure  these  one-ton  concrete  slabs, 
which  were  put  on  the  train  to  simulate 
the  weight  of  passengers,  but  placed 
them  on  plywood.  As  DeBourgh’s  sister 
June  told  Workers  Vanguard,  “Even  in 
high  school  you  are  taught  that  such  a 
weight  will  move  due  to  inertia  if  the 
train  changes  speed,  especially  when  it  is 
placed  on  plywood,  which  will  let  it 
slide!”  For  the  bosses  the  only  safety 
rule  that  matters  is  the  one  that  protects 
the  bottom  line — profits.  In  the  “cost- 
benefit”  analysis  of  the  capitalists,  safety 
measures  are  too  costly  compared  to  the 
insurance  costs  of  worker  injuries  and 
deaths.  As  June  put  it.  "Are  workers' 
lives  really  worth  that  little?” 

With  a projected  opening  date  of 
December.  Bombardier  had  been  pushing 
to  complete  the  cars  for  the  $1.9  billion 
AirTrain,  an  automated,  driverless,  light- 
rail  system  linking  JFK  airport  terminals 
with  a hub  of  subways,  buses  and  rail 
lines  at  Jamaica  Center  in  Queens  and 
with  the  subway  terminal  at  Howard 
Beach.  According  to  Newsday  (6  Octo- 
ber). DeBourgh’s  co-workers  pointed  to 
at  least  four  other  incidents  since  testing 
on  the  AirTrain  began  more  than  a year 
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ago.  DeBourgh  was  so  concerned  about  a 
July  accident  in  which  two  trains  grazed 
each  other,  injuring  a woman  friend  of 
his,  that  hours  before  his  death,  he  told 
a friend  he  was  planning  on  quitting 
his  job.  But  Port  Authority  spokesman 
Pasquale  DiFulco  adamantly  insists. 
“Was  this  rushed  along?  Absolutely  not. 
Absolutely  not.  No  corners  were  cut. 
We've  been  very,  very  conscientious 
about  doing  this  the  way  it's  supposed  to 
be  done."  Tell  that  to  DeBourgh's  daugh- 
ter, Avion,  having  her  first  birthday  16 
days  after  her  father's  death,  and  to  the 
rest  of  his  grieving  family. 

Bombardier  is  notorious  for  its  shoddy 
equipment.  A software  problem  caused 
two  of  the  company’s  driverless  San 
Francisco  Airport  trams  to  crash  into 
each  other  during  a test  of  a similar  sys- 
tem in  August.  This  past  summer  Amtrak 
took  out  of  service  Bombardier’s  high- 
speed Acela  trains  because  of  cracks  in 
the  suspension  system.  In  New  York 
City,  Bombardier’s  computerized  “new 
tech”  subway  cars  have  pulled  apart 
because  of  missing  parts.  At  the  East 
180th  Street  New  York  City  Transit 
maintenance  facility,  one  member  of 
Transport  Workers  Union  Local  100  told 
WV,  "It  takes  forever  to  get  new  trains 
running,  because  we  spend  so  much  time 
repairing  and  retrofitting  defective  Bom- 
bardier trains,  many  less  than  a year  old. 
that  have  been  pulled  from  service.” 

Kelvin  DeBourgh  Sr.,  a native  of  Trin- 
idad and  32-year  veteran  member  of  the 
pipefitters  union  Local  638,  told  WV  of 
his  pride  in  his  son’s  abilities:  "Chris 
was  a person  who  concentrated  on  what 
he  was  doing  with  great  care  and  respon- 
sibility. He  is  the  type  of  person  who  will 
be  doing  the  job  according  to  what  the 
supervisor  advised  him.  I'm  very  con- 
cerned that  the  company  will  try  to  pro- 
tect themselves  and  go  on  with  the  job 
and  the  business”  by  blaming  Chris. 

Following  DeBourgh’s  death,  there  is 
suddenly  a flurry  of  investigations  and  re- 
examinations of  testing  procedures.  The 
National  Transportation  Safety  Board, 
the  Port  Authority,  Bombardier  and  the 


Occupational  Safely  and  Health  Admin- 
istration are  jointly  looking  into  the  inci- 
dent. Even  the  Queens  District  Attorney 
is  getting  into  the  act.  And  an  act  is  what 
this  is.  Not  one  of  them  gave  a damn 
about  Bombardier's  previous  non-fatal 
injuries — or  the  hundreds  of  industrial 
accidents  that  take  place  in  this  city  every 
day.  Just  the  previous  month,  on  August 
9.  Christopher  Bonaparte,  a subway  track 
worker,  was  killed  by  a train  barreling 
down  a track  that  was  supposed  to  be 
out  of  service  because  the  Metropolitan 
Transportation  Authority  and  its  subsidi- 
ary New  York  City  Transit  scrimped  on 
the  cost  of  a walkie-talkie  that  could  have 
notified  him  that  trains  were  diverted  to 
the  track  he  stepped  onto  (see  “Christo- 
pher Bonaparte  Killed  on  Tracks,”  WV 
No.  786.  6 September).  Over  the  past  20 
years,  nearly  one  transit  worker  per  year 
has  been  killed  in  the  New  York  City  tran- 
sit system. 

Kelvin  DeBourgh's  uncle.  Hugh  San- 
chez, a former  officer  of  the  United 
Steelworkers  of  America  Local  8526  at 
the  Hess  Oil  Refinery  in  St.  Croix,  U.S. 
Virgin  Islands,  hit  the  nail  on  the  head 
when  he  said.  “This  is  gross  negligence 
on  the  part  of  the  company!”  He  added. 
“The  union  should  have  made  the 
employees  more  aware  of  safety.  They 
should  do  their  own  investigation  when- 


OeBourgh  family 

Kelvin  C.  DeBourgh  Jr. 

ever  there  is  an  accident.  You  can't  rely 
on  the  company.  The  union  has  to  do  its 
own  investigation.” 

The  fight  for  safe  working  conditions 
is  not  merely  for  the  protection  of  work- 
ers but  is  of  vital  importance  to  the  gen- 
eral public  as  well.  Had  the  AirTrain 
derailment  occurred  over  the  Van  Wyck 
Expressway  section,  the  ten-ton  concrete 
chunks  of  the  railway’s  sidewall  would 
have  rained  down  on  midday  traffic 
rather  than  a vacant  airport  yard.  To  safe- 
guard workers  and  the  public  from  these 
time-delayed  moving  deathtraps  requires 
union  action.  As  we  wrote  following 
Chris  Bonaparte’s  death;  "The  only  way 
workers  have  ever  won  anything,  includ- 
ing safety  in  the  workplace,  is  by  wield- 
ing their  power  in  defiance  of  the  bosses' 
laws.”  Workers  must  fight  for  elected 
union  safety  committees  with  the  power 
to  immediately  shut  down  any  unsafe 
working  conditions  on  the  spot.  It  will 
take  a class-struggle  leadership,  commit- 
ted to  fighting  capitalism,  to  mobilize 
workers  in  defense  of  their  lives  and 
their  futures.  ■ 


Spartacist’^J  Forum 


Down  With  the  UN  Starvation  Blockade! 


Defend  Iraq  Against 
U.S.  Imperialism! 


Saturday,  Oct.  19,  4 p.m. 

Mount  Hollywood  Congregational 
Church.  4607  Prospect  Ave. 

(1  block  east  of  Hollywood  & Vermont) 


LOS  ANGELES 


For  more  information;  (213)  360-8239 
e-mail:  slsycla@cs.com 
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Cynics  and  Demagogues 


29  Sepiember  2002 
To  the  Editor,  Workers  Vanguard 

Over  the  past  weeks  supporters  of  the 
Internationalist  Group  and  of  the  Sparta- 
cisl  League  have  had  heated  exchanges 
over  a shameful  article  published  in 
Workers  Vanguard  No.  786  (6  September) 
under  the  title  “South  Chicago:  Snap- 
shots of  Latino  and  Black  Life.”  While 
bemoaning  the  very  real  divisions  in  the 
working  class,  this  article  echoes  and  pro- 
motes the  ideology  that  the  bourgeoisie 
uses  to  set  different  sectors  of  the  work- 
ing people  against  each  other. 

The  article  states  that  many  Mexican 
immigrants,  “rather  than  seeking  to  organ- 
ize to  tight  for  the  same  entitlements”  as 
black  Americans  and  Puerto  Ricans,  say 
“well,  we  immigrants  want  to  work,  we 
don’t  want  any  handouts."  It  goes  on: 

"In  the  workplace,  many  Mexicans  hold 
a perception  that  blacks  have  a bad  work 
ethic.  Upon  probing  them  to  define  what 
they  mean.  I have  found  that  their  con- 
ception of  a bad'  work  ethic  amounts  to 
wanting  to  have  better  wages,  a shorter 
and  less  intensive  workday,  and  better 
and  safer  conditions  at  the  workplace!" 
What  is  this  garbage  about  how  “many 
Mexicans”  supposedly  don’t  want  better 
wages  and  conditions?  This  is  no  isolated 
phrase,  but  a centra!  theme  of  the  WV  arti- 
cle. It  proceeds  to  lecture:  “Mexican 
workers  could  stand  a whole  lot  to  gain 
by  adopting  the  very  ‘work  ethic’  that 
many  now  despise!"  As  if  it’s  a question 
of  a “work  ethic”  rather  than  the  brutal 
realities  of  capitalist  exploitation!  The 
article  then  presents  an  anecdote  about  a 
supervisor  who  reportedly  stated  “that 
she  prefers  to  hire  Latinos  because  blacks 
‘don’t  like  to  work’”  while  her  Mexican 


employee,  “beaming  with  pride,  just  ate 
up  every  word  she  said.”  Over  and  over, 
tW  keeps  repeating  the  same  claims,  this 
time  coming  straight  from  a boss’s 
mouth.  What  it  is  doing  is  retailing  the 
very  lies  and  stereotypes  that  the  bosses 
use  to  divide  the  exploited  and  oppressed. 

With  all  its  talk  about  the  .so-called 
“‘work  ethic’  question.”  WV  willfully 
obscures  the  fact  that  it  is  the  capitalists 
who  force  undocumented  immigrants 
into  low-paying,  dangerous  and  dirty 
jobs.  Just  look  at  this: 

“In  the  precarious  circumstances  they 
live  in.  undocumented  Latino  immigrants 
lend  to  take  comfort  in  the  illusion  that, 
if  they  just  prove  to  the  bourgeois  rulers 
that  they  are  essential  to  American  capi- 
talist society — by  doing  grueling  work 
for  pitiful  wages  in  dangerous  conditions 
and  paying  taxes  faithfully  while  asking 
nothing  in  return  in  the  way  of  bene- 
fits— then  the  capitalist  rulers  will  some- 
how be  convinced  to  grant  them  full  citi- 
zenship rights.’’ 


So  according  to  WV,  Latino  immigrants 
do  “grueling  work”  and  ask  “nothing  in 
return"  in  order  to  win  favor  from  the 
bosses. 

What  a grotesque  lie!  The  chauvinist 
image  you  present  unmistakably  reflects 
the  outlook  of  the  labor  aristocrats,  who 
accuse  immigrants  of  undermining  the 
pay  and  conditions  of  U.S.-born  workers. 

Moreover,  from  the  ongoing  union 
organizing  campaign  of  New  York  City 
greengrocer  workers  to  the  militant  jani- 
tors’ unionization  campaign — which  tied 
up  the  streets  of  Los  Angeles  as  immi- 
grant unionists  resisted  wave  after  wave 
of  brutal  police  attack.s — the  class  strug- 
gle gives  the  lie  to  the  picture  you  pre- 
sent. (In  case  the  L.A.  janitors’  battles 
have  slipped  your  mind,  they  are  por- 
trayed in  Ken  Loach’s  recent  film  Bread 
and  Roses.) 

As  an  immigrant  worker  pointed  out  at 
a recent  Internationalist  Group  forum  in 


New  York,  it  is  vita!  to  win  this  new  and 
often  militant  layer  of  the  proletariat  to 
the  understanding  that  the  fight  for  black 
liberation  through  socialist  revolution  is 
central  to  every  aspect  of  the  class  strug- 
gle  in  the  U.S.,  a country  built  on  slav- 
ery. This  latest  WV  article  cuts  directly 
against  this  crucial  task. 

When  confronted  with  the  revolting 
WV  article,  some  SLers  try  to  bra/en 
things  out  by  pretending  it  doesn’t  say 
what  it  says,  while  others  claim  nothing 
you  say  could  possibly  be  chauvinist 
because  the  Spartacist  League  has  pro- 
tested anti-immigrant  laws.  Many  resort 
to  what  is  now  your  main  form  of  "argu- 
menl":  change  the  subject,  quick. 

It  is  incredible  that  a newspaper  claim- 
ing to  put  forward  the  outlook  and  pro- 
gram of  communism  could  print  such  a 
piece.  The  fact  thal^ou  do  speaks  vol- 
umes about  how  fir  Workers  Vanguard 
has  come  since  the  decades  when  it 
upheld  the  politics  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky. 
From  vehemently  refusing  to  call  for  the 
defeat  of  the  U.S.  and  NATO  impenalisis 
in  their  war  on  Afghanistan  (while 
smearing  the  IG  as  pandering  to  “anti- 
Americanism”  for  upholding  this  Lenin- 
ist position)  to  renouncing  the  demand 
for  unconditional  independence  for 
Puerto  Rico  and  all  colonies,  the  com- 
mon thread  is  an  adaptation  to  .social- 
chauvinism.  In  a particularly  cravs  and 
blatant  way.  this  latest  WV  article  shows 
that  the  SL  is  capitulating  to  the  pres- 
sures of  “its  own”  ruling  class. 

Abram  Negrete 

for  the 

Internationalist  Group 


VUV  Replies 

The  intent  of  demagogy  is  to  conceal 
and  deceive.  In  playing  the  race  card,  the 
most  shameful  of  demagogy,  the  Interna- 
tionalist Group’s  (IG)  provocative,  cyni- 
cal and  lying  letter  clearly  demonstrates 
the  IG’s  headlong  dive  into  “people  of 
color”  nationalism,  giving  an  alibi  to  anti- 
black prejudices  among  Latino  workers. 

Evident  to  anyone  who  cares  to  read 
the  article  for  any  reasons  other  than  to 
defame  the  SL.  the  WV  “South  Chicago” 
article  has  a threefold  thrust:  1)  Anti- 
black racism  among  layers  of  workers 
in  the  U.S.  is  real,  it  exists,  it’s  a fact; 
moreover,  it  is  the  primary  weapon  of 
the  bourgeoisie  to  divide  the  working 
class.  2)  Latino  immigrant  workers  are 
not  somehow  miraculously  immune  to 
racist  attitudes  prevalent  in  America,  sim- 
ply by  virtue  of  being  Latinos.  3)  Anti- 
black racism  among  immigrant  Latinos 
is  a contradiction  that  goes  completely 
against  their  own  historical  interests  as 
oppressed  and  exploited  workers,  in  the 
same  way  that  anti-immigrant  chauvin- 
ism runs  completely  counter  to  the  histor- 
ical interests  of  black  people. 

The  theme  of  the  disputed  article  is 
captured  in  the  following  excerpt: 

‘The  central  issue  here  is  the  vital  inter- 
est of  black  and  immigrant  workers  to 
unite  in  common  struggle.  It  is  necessary 
to  combat  the  false  consciousness  that 
the  black  and  Latino  petty-bourgeois 
misleadership  peddle:  that  the  other 
worker  is  the  enemy;  that  blacks  will 
never  fight  for  immigrant  rights;  that 
immigrants  are  nothing  but  scabs  who 
want  to  steal  black  workers’  jobs.  Com- 
batting such  false  consciousness  is  the 
task  of  a revolutionary  workers  party." 
Does  this  sound  like  “an  adaptation  to 
social-chauvinism,”  as  the  raging  dem- 
agogue Negrete  charges?  Does  the  SL’s 
struggle  to  combat  racist  and  anti- 
immigrant  false  consciousness  constitute 
“capitulating  to  the  pressures  of  ‘its  own' 
ruling  class”?  Since  when  has  it  been 
the  "ideology  that  the  bourgeoisie  uses" 
to  affirm  that  the  vital  interest  of  black 
and  immigrant  workers  is  to  unite  in  com- 
mon struggle? 
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Negrete’s  ravings  are  part  and  parcel  of 
his  and  IG  leader  Jan  Norden’s  accommo- 
dation to  Latino  nationalism.  As  we  wrote 
following  their  defection  from  the  Inter- 
national Communist  League:  “In  the  place 
of  the  Leninist  party  needed  to  bring 
revolutionary  consciousness  to  the  pro- 
letariat, Norden  increasingly  came  to 
objectify  certain  political  formations  and 
layers — particularly  in  the  former  DDR 
and  Latin  America — as  somehow  inher- 
ently susceptible  to  revolutionary  poli- 
tics” (“A  Shamefaced  Defection  from 
Trolskyi.sm.”  W'VNo.  648.  5 July  1996). 

For  the  IG,  the  mask  has  increasingly 
become  the  face.  While  they  thunder 
against  our  polemics  against  backward 
consciousness  among  Latino  workers, 
they  have  no  objections  to  the  article's 
observation  and  efforts  to  combat  back- 
ward. anti-immigrant  attitudes  among  the 
black  population.  Combatting  false  con- 
sciousness among  black  longshoremen, 
immigrant  port  truckers  and  Latino  day 


laborers  was  central  to  our  efforts  to  build 
the  Oakland  February  9 mobilization  in 
defense  of  immigrant  rights  against  the 
“war  on  terror"  witchhunt.  In  spite  of  its 
lossed-off  statements  about  the  centrality 
of  the  struggle  for  black  freedom,  the 
IG  diminishes  the  fight  to  advance  the 
consciousness  of  black  workers,  mirror- 
ing in  its  own  way  attitudes  toward  blacks 
among  the  Latino  milieu  where  the  IG 
plies  its  trade. 

The  IG  calls  the  article  in  WV  "revolt- 
ing” for  daring  to  express  the  ugly  truths 
about  racism  in  America.  But  it  is  the 
reality  that  is  revolting.  The  American 
bourgeoisie  has  long  fomented  ethnic  and 
racial  hostilities  to  keep  the  working  class 
divided  and  weak.  As  was  noted  in  the 
1890s  in  a letter  from  Friedrich  Engels  to 
a colleague  in  the  U.S.:  “Your  bourgeoi- 
sie knows  much  better  even  than  the 
Austrian  Government  how  to  play  off  one 
nationality  against  the  other;  Jews,  Ital- 
ians. Bohemians,  etc.,  against  Germans 


and  Irish,  and  each  one  against  the  other, 
so  that  differences  in  the  living  standard 
of  the  workers  exist.  I believe,  in  New 
York  to  an  extent  unheard-of  elsewhere." 

With  the  mass  migration  of  blacks 
from  the  South  to  the  Northern  cities, 
particularly  beginning  in  the  early  20th 
century,  the  earlier  nativist  hostilities 
against  immigrant  workers  were  sup- 
planted by  anti-black  racism.  The  color 
bar  became  a fundamental  dividing  line 
in  American  capitalist  society,  a key  prop 
for  obscuring  the  irreconcilable  class 
divide  between  labor  and  capital.  Every 
move  to  the  right  in  the  U.S.  is  always 
accompanied  by  the  launching  of  racist 
assaults,  overwhelmingly  directed  against 
the  black  population.  The  racial  oppres- 
sion of  black  people,  which  has  its  origins 
in  black  chattel  slavery,  is  the  bedrock  of 
American  capitalism. 

Branded  by  the  color  of  their  skin, 
much  of  the  black  population  has  re- 
mained at  the  bottom  of  society — though 
strategically  integrated  into  the  politi- 
cal economy — while  more  light-skinned 
immigrants  have  historically  been  able  to 
advance  up  the  economic  ladder.  As  we 
noted  in  “Capitalist  Rulers  Wage  War  on 
Blacks,  Immigrants”  (WV  No.  653.  11 
October  1996): 

“The  bosses  will  do  anything  to  divide 
foreign-bom  workers  from  iheir  class 
brothers  and  sisters  here.  In  the  19th  cen- 
tury. railroad  baron  Jay  Gould  once 
boasted:  i can  hire  one  half  of  the  work- 
ing class  to  kill  the  other  half.'  In  racist 
America,  many  immigrants  learn  to  adapt 
to  the  anti-black  racism  spread  by  the 
while  ruling  class,  to  the  racist  filth  that 
the  black  masses  remain  at  the  bottom  of 
this  capitalist  society  because  of  their 
alleged  lack  of  adherence  to  the  ‘work 
ethic.’  or  because  they  lack  ‘positive  atti- 
tudes’ or  ‘proper  genes’.” 

You  cannot  change  this  hideous  reality 
if  you  deny  its  existence.  But  this  is  all 
immaterial  to  the  demagogic  IG.  which 
prefers  to  denounce  not  the  conditions 
of  this  society,  but  rather  the  Marxist 
revolutionaries  who  tell  the  blunt  truth 
about  these  realities. 

The  IG  declaims  that  our  “South  Chi- 
cago” article  “speaks  volumes  about  how 
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Workers  Vanguard  Polemics 

IG  Replies 
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None 

■ Whatever  Happened  to  "Stalin  as  Commander  in  Chief”?  ■ 

IG  Disappears  Red  Army  Fight  Against 
Islamic  Reaction  in  Afghanistan 

WV  No.  772,  11  January  2002 

IG:  Simple-Minded  Lies 
and  Simple-Minded  Liars 

None 

WV  No.  785,  9 August  2002 

IG  on  Venezuela 

Opportunism  Makes  Strange  Bedfellows 

None 

WmW. 

WV  No.  787,  20  September  2002 

No  to  tlie  USA-Patriot  Act  and  the  MaTritime^^urilyAct^ 
^ '"'Down'Vith  tht  Aiiti-ltnmiqrant  WitchhuiA.^ ' j 


I -‘••'■nniiCOlNT  WITHHUUKT' 
I ^ VOBiLUl  itNlOH  POWER' 


For  class-struggle  fight  to  defend  black,  Immigrant  rights!  Antl-Klan  demonstration  In  New  York  City,  23  October  1999  (left).  Labor-centered  demonstration, 
Oakland.  February  9 to  defend  Immigrant  rights,  oppose  "anti-terror”  witchhunt. 


far  Workers  Vanguard  has  come  since  the 
decades  when  it  upheld  the  politics  of 
Lenin  and  Trotsky.”  The  fact  is,  however, 
that  our  fight  for  black  liberation  and  our 
open  struggle  against  false  consciousness 
among  the  working  class  have  a/ways 
been  central  to  our  work  in  forging  a mul- 
tiracial revolutionary  vanguard  party. 

In  1987.  when  current  IG  leader  Jan 
Norden  was  the  editor  of  WV.  we  pub- 
lished an  article  that  cited  our  1983 
national  conference  document,  ‘‘Struggle 
Against  Reagan  Reaction.”  This  docu- 
ment clearly  staled: 

"The  Hispanic  populations  in  America 
are  widely  diverse,  encompassing  both 
educated  petty-bourgeois  layers  with  the 
possibility  for  'making  it’  in  America  and 
masses  of  desperate  ex-peasants  who  in 
many  areas  of  the  country  live  worse  than 
the  black  masses  and  see  the  unions  as 
vehicles  for  black/white  job-trusting  and 
accomplices  to  the  racist  deportations. 
"Contrary  to  prevailing  opinion  in  Latin 
nationalist  milieus.  Hispanics  are  on  the 
whole  not  below  blacks  on  a scale  of 
social  oppression  but  above,  and  can  get 
out  while  blacks  are  locked  in  as  a race- 
color  caste  at  the  bottom  of  American 
society.  Structurally  this  is  a black-white 
country,  making  the  black  question  stra- 
tegic to  the  American  revolution." 

The  article  itself  went  on  to  note: 

“While  many  Hispanics  are  as  poor  or 
poorer  than  blacks,  this  by  no  means 
determines  that  ‘black  and  Latino  unity' 
is  the  preordained  outcome,  as  Third 
World  nationalists.. .imagine.  Far  from  it. 
Lately,  racist  bourgeois  politicians  have 
tried  to  appeal  to  Hispanics  as  a swing 
group  nga/ns/  blacks,  as  in  the  hotly  con- 
tested Chicago  elections.... 

"Within  the  logic  of  capitalism,  the 
smaller  the  pie.  the  more  brutal  the  strug- 
gle for  a piece  of  it.  And  as  decaying  cap- 
italism’s pie  shrinks  rapidly,  the  struggle 
for  survival  is  fiercest  among  those  for 
whom  society  makes  it  hardest  to  survive." 

— “Labor:  Smash  Racist 
Immigration  Law!” 

W No.  427.  1 May  1987 

The  fact  that  we  speak  openly  about 
the  need  to  combat  retrograde  conscious- 
ness among  workers  and  the  oppressed 
has  always  infuriated  our  reformist  and 
centrist  opponents  who  accommodate  to 
these  backward  attitudes.  These  outfits 
denigrate  the  need  to  build  a Leninist  van- 
guard party,  instead  putting  forward  the 
notion  that  the  oppressed  are  inherently 
revolutionary.  It  is  not  the  Spartacist 
League  but  renegades  Norden  and 
Negrete  who  are  now  walking  on  the 
other  side  of  the  political  street  together 


with  the  centrists  and  reformists. 

Negrete’s  demagogic  diatribe  is  as 
dimwitted  as  it  is  false.  He  claims  that 
“according  to  WV,  Latino  immigrants  do 
‘grueling  work’  and  ask  ‘nothing  in 
return’  in  order  to  win  favor  from  the 
bosses.”  This  is  an  absurd  fabrication. 
The  article  is  referring  to  an  illusion  ped- 
dled by  the  Latino  petty-bourgeois  mis- 
leaders.  The  passage  in  question  states: 
"The  ‘work  ethic’  question  is  closely  tied 
in  to  the  ‘Amnesty  Campaign.’  which  is 
a nationwide  campaign  to  legalize 
undocumented  immigrants  through  pub- 
lic marches  and  lobbying  politicians.  In 
the  precarious  circumstances  they  live  in. 
undocumented  Latino  immigrants  lend  to 
take  comfort  in  the  illusion  that,  if  they 
just  prove  to  the  bourgeois  rulers  that 
they  are  essential  to  American  capitalist 
society — by  doing  grueling  work  for  pit- 
iful wages  in  dangerous  conditions  and 
paying  taxes  faithfully  while  asking 
nothing  in  return  in  the  way  of  bene- 
fits— then  the  capitalist  rulers  will  some- 
how be  convinced  to  grant  them  full  citi- 
zenship rights." 

The  IG  would  much  rather  direct  its  fire 
at  the  Spartacist  League  than  the  Latino 
reformists  and  liberal  Democrats  who 
mislead  and  deceive  the  workers. 

The  struggles  of  Latino  and  other 
immigrant  workers,  many  of  whom  come 
from  countries  with  stronger  traditions  of 
labor  militancy,  have  been  vital  for  the 
labor  movement  in  the  U.S.  But  workers 
struggles  and  present  labor  disputes  not- 
withstanding. the  reality  is  that  the  over- 
whelming majority  of  immigrant  work- 
ers. particularly  undocumented  workers, 
do  perform  grueling  work  and  ask  for  lit- 
tle in  return.  But  why  do  they  do  this?  It 
is  certainly  not  to  “win  favor  from  the 
bosses.”  It  is  because  they  have  no  choice. 
All  it  takes  to  stop  an  undocumented 
worker  from  fighting  for  better  working 
conditions  or  “acting  up”  in  any  other 
manner  is  a quick  1-800  call  to  the  INS, 
And  unlike  the  IG  who  seek  to  bury  this 
material  reality,  undocumented  workers 
are  all  too  painfully  aware  of  this. 

As  is  plain  to  anyone  who  can  read, 
Negrete’s  letter  is  a deliberate  smear 
job  and  a provocation.  But  in  what  inter- 
est? As  we  explained  in  a polemic  on 
the  recent  French  elections  titled  “IG; 
Simple-Minded  Lies  and  Simple-Minded 
Liars”  {WV  No.  785.  9 August):  “Lies 
and  slanders  are  but  the  opening  step 
to  encouraging  and  justifying  violence 
against  political  opponents  in  the  work- 
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ers  movement.  It  was  impossible  for  Sta- 
lin to  defend  his  anti-revolutionary  doc- 
trine of  ‘socialism  in  one  country’  from 
any  Marxist  vantage  point.  When  lying 
was  no  longer  sufficient  to  silence  politi- 
cal opposition,  Stalin  brought  down  the 
fist  of  violence.”  With  its  tiny  handful  of 
followers,  the  IG  could  hardly  emulate 
Stalin.  But  what  else  could  be  the  IG’s 
purpose  in  screaming  that  we  are  “anti- 
Latino  chauvinists”  at  immigrant  rights 
demonstrations,  if  not  to  incite  violence 
against  us?  In  fact,  unable  to  politically 
answer  criticisms  raised  by  our  com- 
rades. the  repulsive  strutting  demagogue 
and  provocateur  Negrete  has  taken  to 
demonstrably  pulling  off  his  glasses,  as 
if  looking  for  a fight. 

The  IG’s  slanders  demonstrate  its  own 
political  bankruptcy,  witnessed  in  its 
inability  to  answer  several  of  our  recent 
polemics.  (See:  “IG  Disappears  Red  Army 
Fight  Against  Islamic  Reaction  in  Af- 
ghani-stan,”  VWNo.  Ill,  1 1 January:  “IG: 
Simple-Minded  Lies  and  Simple-Minded 
Liars,"  WV  No.  785,  9 August:  "IG  on 
Venezuela:  Opportunism  Makes  Strange 
Bedfellows,”  WV  No.  787,  20  Septem- 
ber.) Instead,  the  IG  reverts  to  dema- 
goguery and  outright  falsifications.  These, 
too.  were  the  cynical  methods  of  the  Sta- 
linists who.  .stung  by  Trotsky’s  polemics, 
used  to  rant  about  Trotsky  being  an 
“agent  of  imperialism,”  knowing  damn 
well  this  was  a lie.  The  purpose  of  this 
was  the  cultivation  of  a whole  layer  of 
cynical  members  immune  to  the  politics 
of  revolutionary  Marxism.  In  replicating 
this  methodology,  IG  leaders  Norden  and 
Negrete  likewise  seek  to  seal  off  their 
recruits  and  periphery  from  the  revolu- 
tionary Marxist  politics  of  the  SL. 

The  IG’s  capitulation  to  Third  World 
nationalist  consciousness  reveals  a lot 
about  the  party  they  seek  to  build.  Their 


condemnation  of  us  for  combatting  the 
anti-black  sentiments  of  many  Latino 
workers  echoes  the  anti-Leninist  bleat- 
ings  of  petty-bourgeois  nationalists  around 
the  world  (and  the  fake  leftists  who 
tail  them)  that  you  can’t  criticize  the 
oppressed.  This  is  the  language  of  anti- 
working-class liberals,  of  class  traitors 
who  preach  and  practice  class  collabora- 
tion. tying  the  workers  to  their  class 
enemy. 

It  is  ABC  Marxism  that  the  prevailing 
ideology  in  any  society  is  that  of  the  rul- 
ing class.  The  IG’s  ludicrous  belief  that 
Latino  workers  are  somehow  immune  to 
the  influence  and  pressure  of  bourgeois 
society  turns  Marxism  on  its  head.  It 
puts  the  IG  on  a collision  course  with  the 
fundamentals  of  Leninism — that  socialist 
consciousness  must  be  brought  to  the 
working  class  from  the  outside  through 
the  instrumentality  of  the  revolutionary 
party. 

As  Marxists  committed  to  building 
such  a vanguard  party,  the  Spartacist 
League  seeks  to  win  over  to  a revolution- 
ary program  workers  and  youth  who 
seek  to  engage  in  real  revolutionary  work 
among  the  workers.  To  these  ends,  we 
seek  to  recruit  those  who  recognize  and 
fight  against  the  prejudices  of  petty- 
bourgeois  nationalism  and  of  American 
racist  society.  As  we  wrote  in  “South 
Chicago:  Snapshots  of  Latino  and  Black 
Life”  (WV  No.  786.  6 September): 

"Racial  tensions  between  black  people 
and  Hispanics  is  a nationwide  issue,  and 
this  must  be  understood  and  fought 
against  as  we  seek  to  forge  a multi- 
racial vanguard  party.  The  fight  against 
black  oppression,  which  is  a cornerstone 
of  American  capitalism,  must  be  posed 
pointbiank  with  any  and  all  potential  Lat- 
ino contacts  as  part  of  the  fight  to  raise  the 
consciousness  of  the  Latino  working  class 
to  understand  that  black  liberation  is  inte- 
grally linked  to  their  own  liberation."B 
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For  Class  Struggle  Against  U.S.  Capitalist  Rulers! 
Down  With  UN  Starvation  Blockade! 

Defend  Iraq  Against 
U.S.  Imperialist  Attack! 


The  bloody  U.S.  imperialist 
behemoth  is  preparing  a new 
massacre  of  the  Iraqi  people. 

The  crazed  U.S.  nuclear  cow- 
boys are  seeking  to  assert  their 
"right**  to  ride  roughshod  over 
all  the  peoples  of  the  world.  Our 
opposition  to  this  war  is  based 
on  our  struggle  in  defense  of  f 
working  people  and  oppressed 
internationally  against  an  impe- 
rialist order  in  which  a handful 
of  rich  and  powerful  states  dom- 
inate the  world  and  exploit  the 
working  masses.  The  Spartacist 
League  and  Spartacus  Youth 
Clubs  are  calling  for  a revolu- 
tionary internationalist  contin- 
gent to  march  in  the  October  26 
demonstrations  to  "Stop  the  War 
on  Iraq  Before  It  Starts”  in 
Washington.  D.C.  and  San  Fran- 
cisco based  on  the  demands:  For 
class  struggle  against  the  U.S. 
capitalist  rulers!  Defend  Iraq 
against  U.S.  imperialist  attack! 

Down  with  the  UN  starvation 
blockade! 

We  stand  for  the  military 
defense  of  neocolonial  Iraq 
against  U.S.  imperialist  attack, 
while  giving  no  political  sup- 
port whatsoever  to  the  bloody 
Saddam  Hussein  regime.  Every 
unchallenged  act  of  aggrandize- 
ment by  the  U.S.,  every  new 
easy  win  further  emboldens 
America's  capitalist  rulers  to 
lash  out  against  their  perceived 
enemies  at  home  and  abroad; 
any  defeat  of  the  imperialist 
ambitions  of  the  U.S.  would  be  in  the 
interest  of  workers  and  the  oppressed 
throughout  the  world. 

The  demonstration  is  being  called  by 
the  International  ANSWER  coalition,  led 
by  the  reformist  Workers  World  Party 
(WWP).  They  are  mobilizing  on  the  basis 
of  opposition  to  a war  on  Iraq,  but  as  the 
call  for  the  demonstration  makes  clear, 
their  activities  are  consciously  aimed 
at  enlisting  a wing  of  the  capitalist  rul- 
ers— primarily  Democratic  Party  politi- 
cians— to  struggle  for  a more  “humane” 
imperialist  capitalism.  Thus  they  write: 
“The  so-called  debate  that  is  opening  now 
to  public  view  from  within  the  political 
establishment  presents  a necessity  for  all 
anti-war  forces  to  become  a major  factor 
in  generating  an  authentic  opposition  to 
U.S.  war  plans  in  the  Middle  East.  The 
October  26  National  March  in  Washing- 
ton DC  and  joint  action  in  San  Francisco 
come  just  one  week  before  midterm  Con- 
gressional elections.”  The  Democrats’ 
“opposition”  to  war  is  based  on  their 
assessment  of  what  course  will  best  serve 
the  interests  of  U.S.  imperialism.  The 
WWP's  political  accommodation  to  the 
capitalist  order,  including  through  elec- 
toral pressure  politics,  is  a dangerous 
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tive  weapons.  It  is  not  possible  to 
prevent  war  by  moral  indignation, 
by  meetings,  by  resolutions,  by 
newspaper  articles,  and  by  con- 
gresses. As  long  as  the  bourgeoisie 
has  at  its  command  the  hanks,  the 
factories,  the  land,  the  press,  and 
the  state  apparatus,  it  will  always 
be  able  to  drive  the  people  to  war 
when  its  interests  demand  it." 

— "Declaration  to  the  Antiwar 
Congress  at  Amsterdam” 
(July  1932) 
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dead  end.  It  is  futile  to  oppose  war  against 
Iraq  but  not  oppose  the  economic  system 
which  generates  war  and  the  ideology  that 
legitimizes  it.  Moreover,  pushing  illusions 
in  the  reformability  of  the  bloody  Ameri- 
can imperialist  state  can  only  result  in  the 
demobilization  of  the  only  force  in  capital- 
ist society  that  can  challenge  the  rule  of  the 
capitalist  class:  the  working  class. 

For  class  struggle  against  U.S.  capital- 
ist rulers!  Every  strike,  every  labor  mo- 
bilization against  the  government’s  war 
plans  and  its  attacks  on  workers  and 
minorities,  every  mass  protest  in  defiance 
of  the  assaults  on  civil  liberties  is  a blow 
against  Bush’s  war  drive.  Those  opposed 
to  this  war  must  look  to  the  working 
class,  which  is  the  only  power  in  society 
that  has  the  ability  and  interest  to  stop  it. 
Without  the  working  class,  society  cannot 
function,  a fact  amply  demonstrated  dur- 
ing the  West  Coast  International  Long- 
shore and  Warehouse  Union  (ILWU) 
lockout,  which  brought  trade  on  the  U.S. 
West  Coast  to  a halt.  We  look  to  the 
example  of  the  Japanese  dock  workers  in 
Sasebo,  who  last  year  refused  to  handle 
Japanese  military  goods  destined  for  use 
in  the  war  against  Afghanistan.  We  fight 
to  build  a revolutionary  party  that  can 


infuse  the  working  class  with  an  under- 
standing of  its  historic  task  to  sweep  away 
the  capitalist  order  and  reorganize  society 
on  an  egalitarian  socialist  basis. 

In  a climate  where  the  Bush  administra- 
tion is  trying  to  outlaw  any  kind  of  dis- 
sent, it  is  very  good  that  thousands  have 
come  out  already  to  protest  war  moves 
against  Iraq.  But  successful  opposition  to 
war  must  be  based  on  a perspective  of 
mobilizing  the  social  power  of  the  work- 
ing class  against  its  “own”  exploiters  and 
in  defense  of  all  victims  of  U.S.  imperi- 
alism. War  is  the  concentrated  expression 
of  the  brutal  everyday  workings  of  this 
imperialist  system,  which  is  driven  by 
competition  for  sources  of  profits  and 
spheres  of  influence  between  rival  ad- 
vanced capitalist  countries.  As  explained 
by  Leon  Trotsky,  co-leader  with  V.I. 
Lenin  of  the  1917  Russian  Revolution 
which  brought  the  working  class  to  power 
and  pulled  Russia  out  of  World  War  I as  the 
opening  shot  of  the  international  proletar- 
ian struggle  against  all  the  imperialist  war- 
mongers and  the  rule  of  capital  worldwide: 
"To  ^ndemn  war  is  easy;  to  overcome  it 
IS  difficult.  The  snuggle  against  war  is  a 
struggle  against  the  classes  which  rule 
society  and  which  hold  in  their  hands 
both  Its  productive  forces  and  its  destnic- 


The  Bush  administration  has 
used  the  criminal  killing  of 
thousands  of  innocent  civilians 
in  the  attack  on  the  World  Trade 
Center  to  declare  an  open-ended 
"war  on  terror"  against  all  per- 
ceived enemies,  foreign  and 
domestic.  The  bipartisan  cry  of 
"national  unity”  was  used  to 
rally  the  population  behind  the 
murderous  military  adventure  in 
Afghani.stan.  In  the  U.S..  the 
“war  on  terror.”  which  is  enthu- 
siastically supported  by  Demo- 
crats and  Republicans  alike 
and  is  directed  overwhelmingly 
against  Muslims  and  Arabs,  is 
ultimately  aimed  at  organized 
labor.  This  is  most  starkly  dem- 
onstrated by  the  government's 
union-busting  injunction  against 
the  ILWU.  whose  members  were 
locked  out  of  their  jobs  by 
the  bosses  for  following  safety 
guidelines  and  defending  their 
livelihoods  during  the  current 
contract  negotiations,  in  which 
the  very  defense  of  the  union  is 
at  stake.  The  all-sided  attacks  on 
the  population  are  palpable  ref- 
utations of  the  call  raised  by  ANSWER 
and  others  for  “money  for  jobs,  not  for 
war.”  which  poses  the  question  as  if  the 
capitalists  just  need  a change  of  priorities. 
As  revolutionary  socialist  Rosa  Luxem- 
burg noted  in  her  1911  speech  “The  Road 
to  Peace,"  for  the  imperialist  rulers  to 
abandon  militarism,  they  “would  have 
to  begin  by  disarming  in  the  commercial 
and  political  field,  by  giving  up  predatory 
colonial  campaigns,  by  abandoning  the 
international  politics  of  spheres  of  influ- 
ence in  ail  parts  of  the  world — in  a word, 
in  their  foreign  as  well  as  domestic  poli- 
tics, they  would  have  to  do  the  exact 
opposite  of  everything  which  the  nature 
of  the  present  politics  of  the  capitairit 
state  demands.” 

Down  with  the  UN  starvation  block- 
ade! In  the  lead-up  to  the  last  Gulf  War. 
the  cal!  for  UN  sanctions  was  raised  by 
liberals  and  some  leftists  as  an  “alterna- 
tive” to  war.  The  death  of  more  than  1-5 
million  Iraqis  has  demonstrated  that  sanc- 
tions are  themselves  an  act  of  war. 

UN  is  nothing  more  than  a "democratic 
fig  leaf  for  imperialist  bloodshed 
plunder.  It  was  the  UN  that  in  1947  pre- 
sided over  the  partition  of  Palestine  an 
the  ensuing  Zionist  expulsion  of  some 
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UK  Lecturer  Arrested  for 
Protesting  War  Against  Iraq 


SYCs  Say:  U.S.  Hands  Off  Iraq! 

As  the  U.S.  imperialists  accelerated 
their  drive  for  war  against  Iraq,  the 
Spartacus  Youth  Clubs  organized 
speakouts  last  month  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Illinois  at  Chicago  (top), 

Boston  University  (right)  and 
Columbia  University  in  New  York 
(bottom)  around  the  central 
demands:  “U.S.  hands  off  Iraq!” 
and  “Down  with  the  UN  starvation 
embargo!”  We  put  forward  our  revo- 
lutionary opposition  to  war  in  Iraq 
and  its  reHection  at  home  in  attacks 
on  civil  liberties  and  the  crackdown 
on  political  dissent. 
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700.000  Palestinians  from  their  homes. 

It  was  under  UN  auspices  that  the  impe- 
rialists waged  the  1950-53  Korean  War 
against  the  North  Korean  and  Chinese 
deformed  workers  states.  That  war 
claimed  upwards  of  three  million  Korean 
lives.  And  it  was  under  the  UN  that 
the  first  Gulf  War  was  prosecuted.  The 
demand  by  some  antiwar  protesters  to 
send  UN  weapons  inspectors  into  Iraq 
simply  buys  the  lie  that  the  biggest  pro- 
liferator  of  weapons  of  mass  destruction, 
the  U.S.,  is  concerned  with  anything  other 
than  expanding  its  rapacious  rule.  Weap- 
ons inspectors  are  nothing  more  than 
spies  who  in  1998  helped  the  U.S.  pin- 
point targets  for  bombing  Iraq. 

The  Marxist  understanding  we  fight  to 
bring  to  the  working  class  is  obscured 
by  supposedly  socialist  groups  like  the 
WWP.  the  Revolutionary  Communist 
Party  (RCP)  and  the  International  Social- 
ist Organization  (ISO).  The  founder  of 
WWP’s  International  Action  Center,  for- 
mer Democratic  Party  attorney  general 
Ramsey  Clark,  declared  in  a 20  September 
letter  to  the  UN;  "The  most  careful  analy- 
sis must  be  made  as  to  why  the  world  is 
subjected  to  such  threats  of  violence  by  its 
only  superpower,  which  could  so  safely 
and  importantly  lead  us  on  the  road  to 
peace”!  The  U.S.,  which  has  left  a grisly 
trail  of  carnage  around  the  globe,  became 
the  world’s  only  superpower  precisely 
through  violent  means — both  military  and 
economic — in  pursuit  of  the  interests  of 
the  ruling  American  capitalist  class. 

The  RCP.  which  is  the  central  force 
behind  the  Not  In  Our  Name  coalition, 
also  caters  to  libera!  appeals  and  moral- 
witness  pacifism,  promoting  the  myth 
that  American  capitalist  democracy  can 
be  pressured  to  express  the  will  of  those 


whom  capitalism  exploits  and  oppresses. 
For  its  part,  while  the  ISO  says  that 
"Democrats  are  just  as  concerned  with 
bolstering  U.S.  imperialism.”  they  go  on 
to  say  “when  Washington  politicians 
voice  doubts  about  Bush’s  war  drive,  it 
opens  the  way  for  genuine  opponents  of 
the  war  on  Iraq  to  be  heard”  and  that  “our 
protests  can  put  pressure  on  all  of  Wash- 
ington— Republican  and  Democrat  alike” 
{Socialist  Worker,  4 October).  The  Demo- 
crats who  voted  against  Bush’s  war  reso- 
lution are  positioning  themselves  to  con- 
tain any  opposition  and  turmoil  generated 
by  the  war  against  Iraq.  These  politicians 
quibble  with  the  means  but  not  the  funda- 
mental aims  of  U.S.  imperialism.  In  fact, 
because  of  its  image  as  a “friend”  of  labor 
and  minorities,  the  Democratic  Party  has 
historically  been  the  preferred  party  of 
war  for  the  American  bourgeoisie.  Unless 
the  struggle  against  imperialist  war  is 
based  on  opposition  to  all  parties  and 
agencies  of  capitalist  class  rule,  it  will  be 
used  by  the  bourgeois  liberals  to  channel 
discontent  back  into  the  very  capitalist 
system  that  breeds  war.  Break  with  the 
Democratic  Party  of  war  and  racism! 
Build  a workers  party  to  fight  for  social- 
ist revolution! 

The  Spartacus  Youth  Clubs,  student/ 
youth  auxiliaries  of  the  Marxist  Sparta- 
cist  League,  train  young  radicals  to  be 
professional  revolutionaries  dedicated  to 
building  the  workers  party  that  will  fight 
for  workers  rule.  Only  workers  revolu- 
tion can  break  the  stranglehold  of  the 
imperialists  around  the  globe  and  open 
the  road  to  a socialist  society  of  material 
abundance  and  genuine  equality.  March 
with  the  SL  and  SYC  in  the  Revol- 
utionary Internationalist  Contingent  on 
October  26!  ■ 


The  following  protest  letter  written  by 
the  Chicago  SYC  was  sent  to  the  Univer- 
sity of  Illinois  at  Chicago  (UIC)  adminis- 
tration on  October  W. 

The  Spartacus  Youth  Club  protests  the 
University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago  admin- 
istration’s repre.ssion  of  professor  Betty 
Resnikoff.  who  was  arrested  on  Septem- 
ber 26  on  the  charges  of  “trespassing  on 
slate  property.”  Rc.snikoff’s  “crime”  was 
holding  a discussion  with  students  in  the 
Circle  Center  Cafeteria  [CCC],  distribut- 
ing buttons  and  displaying  a sign  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  U.S.  imperialist  war  drive  in 
Iraq.  The  police  slapped  handcuffs  on  her 
and  hauled  her  off  to  the  police  station, 
where  they  later  dropped  the  charges  and 
released  her. 

Like  every  other  university  in  this 
country,  the  UIC  administration  is  cheer- 
fully doing  its  part  to  contribute  to 
the  sham  “national  unity”  campaign  in 
America;  a campaign  that  amounts  to 
repressive  terror  against  Arabs  and  immi- 
grants, racist  attacks  against  blacks,  the 
erosion  of  civil  liberties,  and  a silencing 
of  political  protest  and  dissent. 

Two  days  prior  to  the  attack  against 
Resnikoff.  the  administration  suppressed 
a united-front  demonstration  initialed 
by  the  SYC  under  the  slogans:  “U.S. 
Hands  Off  Iraq!  Down  With  the  UN 
Starvation  Embargo!  Down  With  the 
Anti-Immigrant  Witchhunt!”  The  police 
confronted  our  demonstration,  which 
was  not  approved  by  the  administration, 
and  ordered  us  to  cease  using  ampli- 
fied sound  and  remove  our  signs  from 
their  cardboard  poles.  Then,  a CCC 
building  administrator  arrived  and  we 
were  informed  that  we  had  no  right  to 
assemble  and  had  no  right  to  approach 
students  at  all.  The  demonstration  was 
then  dispersed  under  threat  of  arrest. 

In  its  drive  to  become  a more  presti- 
gious campus.  UIC  has  not  only  been 
carrying  out  political  repression,  but 
also  undergoing  a racist  purge  through 
massive  tuition  hikes.  Contrary  to  their 
facade  of  being  forums  for  open  dis- 
cussion and  critical  thought,  univer- 
sities are  maintained  by  the  ruling  class 
for  ideological  indoctrination  and  train- 


ing of  its  future  functionaries. 

Nearly  25  years  ago.  we  filed  a law- 
suit against  UIC’s  paternalistic  "outside 
agitator”  regulation,  which  was  decided 
in  our  favor.  In  Spartacus  Youth  League 
V.  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Illinois  Indus- 
trial University,  the  court  enjoined  the 
UIC  administration  to  respect  the  First 
Amendment,  declaring.  "The  present 
regulations  contain  the  implicit  notion 
that  university  students  are  fragile  buds 
which  must  be  nurtured  in  a controlled 
and  protected  environment  if  they  are  to 
blossom.  That  notion  is  incompatible 
with  the  First  Amendment.” 

The  1980  court  ruling  upheld  that 
political  agitation  by  "outsiders”  (anyone 
who  is  not  a student,  faculty  or  staff)  is 
not  a crime  but  a right,  guaranteed  in  the 
First  Amendment  of  the  Constitution. 
Both  Resnikoff  and  the  participants  at 
our  September  24  demonstration  had  a 
legal  right  to  assemble  and  express  them- 
selves. without  having  to  identify  or  jus- 
tify themselves  to  administrative  hacks  or 
armed  thugs  of  the  state. 

We  vigorously  fight  to  defend  our  con- 
stitutional rights,  as  shown  by  our  suc- 
cessful lawsuit.  At  the  same  time  we 
have  no  illusions  that  the  capitalist  class 
has  any  lasting  interest  in  upholding 
them.  Increasing  efforts  to  stifle  political 
protest,  such  as  the  attack  on  Resnikoff 
and  university  administrations  nation- 
wide slandering  pro-Palestinian  protest- 
ers as  “anti-Semitic,”  come  in  the  context 
of  the  all-sided  attack  on  constitutional 
rights  carried  out  in  the  name  of  the 
so-called  “war  on  terror.” 

While  Big  Brother  Bush  admonishes 
the  entire  country  to  speak  “with  one 
voice” — his  voice — UIC  administration 
officials  act  as  his  eager  foot  soldiers.  In 
McCarthyite  fashion,  they  seek  to  ensure 
that  not  one  cafeteria  table,  not  one 
cardboard  sign,  not  one  public  event  or 
leaflet  on  campus  manifest  any  opposi- 
tion to  the  Democrats’  and  Republicans' 
plans  for  war  and  slaughter  in  Iraq. 

We  demand  an  immediate  end  to 
the  repression  of  political  activists  who 
seek  to  assemble  on  campus  and  express 
their  views.  ■ 


Spartacus  Youth  Club  Class  Series 


BAY  AREA 


Alternate  Tuesdays,  7 p.m. 
October  22:  Defend  the  Gains  of  the 
Chinese  and  Cuban  Revolutions! 

UC  Berkeley,  246  Dwinelle  Hail 
Information  and  readings:  (510)  839-0851 
or  e-mail  slbayarea@compuserve.com 


BOSTON 


Alternate  Thursdays,  7 p.m. 
October  24:  Slavery.  Black  Oppres- 
sion and  the  Development  of  U.S. 
Capitalism — For  Black  Liberation 
Through  Socialist  Revolution! 
Boston  University.  CAS  Room  237 
725  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Information  and  readings:  (617)  666-9453 
or  e-mail  bostonsyc@yahoo.com 


CHICAGO 


Alternate  Tuesdays,  6 p.m. 
October  29:  The  Russian 
Revolution  of  1917 
University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago 
Room  117  Lincoln  Hall 
707  S.  Morgan  St. 

Information  and  readings:  (312)  563-0441 
or  e-mail  spartacist@iname.com 


LOS  ANGELES 


Saturdays,  2 p.m. 

October  26:  The  Marxist  View 
of  the  State 

3806  Beverly  Blvd..  Room  215 
(Vermont/Beverly  Red  Line  station) 
Information  and  readings:  (213)  380-8239 
or  e-mail  stsycla@cs,com 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Wednesday,  October  23,  7 p.m. 
Class:  For  Women's  Liberation 
Through  Socialist  Revolution! 
Organizing  Meeting  for 
Oct.  26  Revolutionary 
Internationalist  Contingent 
Columbia  University.  41 1 Kent  Hall 
(116th  and  Broadway) 
Information  and  readings:  (212)  267-1025 
or  e-mail  nysl@compuserve.com 


VANCOUVER 


Alternate  Tuesdays,  6 p.m. 
October  22:  Down  With  the 
Anti-Immigrant  Witchhunt! 
University  of  British  Columbia, 
Student  Union  Building,  Room  213 
Information  and  readings:  (604)  687-0353 
or  e-mail  tllt@)ook.ca 
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Iraq... 

(continued  from  page  I) 

oppresses  blacks.  Hispanics,  immigrants 
and  others,  that  has  condemned  millions 
to  homelessness  and  starvation  through 
the  axing  of  welfare.  Every  easy  win 
encourages  America’s  rulers  to  launch 
further  military  adventures  abroad  and  to 
intensify  attacks  on  working  people  and 
minorities  in  the  U.S.  In  turn,  every  rever- 
sal. every  setback  for  the  American  impe- 
rialists serves  to  assist  the  struggles  of 
working  people  and  minorities. 

As  they  shred  democratic  rights  in  the 
U.S..  Bush  & Co.  proclaim  that  an  impe- 
rialist occupation  will  “liberate"  the  Iraqi 
people  like  the  occupation  of  Japan  under 
General  MacArlhur's  forces  at  the  end  of 
World  War  II.  which  was  an  imperialist 
and  predatory  war  on  both  sides.  To  get  a 
sense  of  what  U.S.  occupation  of  Iraq 
would  look  like,  one  need  look  no  further 
than  the  Occupied  Territories,  where 
Washington’s  Zionist  junior  partners 
wreak  wanton  slaughter  on  the  Palestinian 
people  with  U.S. -supplied  tanks  and  hel- 
icopter gunships.  Capturing  a sense  of  the 
Orwellian  cynicism  of  the  Bush  White 
House.  Maureen  Dowd  wrote  in  her  col- 
umn in  the  New  York  Times  (13  October): 
"Mr  Bush  said  he  needed  Congressional 
support  to  win  at  the  U.N.,  but  he  wants 
to  fail  at  the  U.N.  so  he  can  install  his 
own  MacArthur  as  viceroy  of  Iraq.  .. 
“Mr.  Bush  says  he's  in  a rush  to  go  to 
war  with  Iraq  because  it's  so  strong,  but 
he's  in  a rush  to  go  to  war  with  Iraq 
because  it's  so  weak." 

Indeed,  if  the  Iraqi  government  had 
the  military  wherewithal  to  defend  itself, 
the  U.S.  would  not  even  be  contemplat- 
ing an  attack.  Defense  of  Iraq  means, 
above  all,  pursuing  the  class  struggle 
against  the  imperialist  rulers.  In  a speech 
given  after  April  1967  antiwar  marches 
of  hundreds  of  thousands,  veteran  Marx- 
ist and  historian  Isaac  Deutscher  said 
that  he  would  have  exchanged  the  whole 


San  Francisco  unanimously  approved  a 
resolution  declaring: 

“Whereas,  under  the  guise  of  ‘national 
security'  Bush  will  attempt  to  recruit 
unions  to  his  war  drive  for  big  oil  compa- 
nies. and 

“Whereas,  the  issue  of  'national  secu- 
rity' is  being  used  by  the  Bush  adminis- 
tration and  PMA  to  undermine  contract 
negotiations. 

“Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  Local  10 
oppo.se  any  new  war  against  Iraq  and 
cal!  on  other  locals  and  labor  councils  to 
adopt  this  position." 

A number  of  other  union  bodies  around 
the  country  have  also  adopted  antiwar 
resolutions. 

But  for  such  statements  to  be  turned 
into  effective  class-struggle  opposition  to 
the  war  requires  a break  with  the  flag- 
waving  chauvinism  pushed  by  the  labor 
officialdom,  which  binds  the  working 
people  to  the  imperialist  order  through 
support  to  the  Democratic  Party  and 
embraces  the  capitalist  government’s 
"war  on  terror.”  Against  the  “national 
unity’’  promoted  by  the  bosses  and  the 
pro-capitalist  labor  bureaucrats,  we  coun- 
terpose the  class  unity  of  the  proletariat 
internationally. 

Imperialism  Breeds  War 

The  Bush  administration’s  naked  asser- 
tion of  Washington’s  “right,"  without 
even  a fig  leaf  of  pretext  or  provocation, 
to  "pre-emptively"  attack  any  country 
perceived  to  challenge  U.S.  power  and 
prerogatives  has  shocked  and  horrified 
people,  and  governments,  around  the 
world.  America’s  rulers  rail  against  the 
Japanese  “sneak  attack”  on  Pearl  Harbor 
in  1941.  But  what  the  U.S.  now  promises 
is  a policy  for  two,  three,  many  Pearl  Har- 
bors around  the  world.  For  all  its  cynical 
braying  about  “weapons  of  mass  destruc- 
tion," it  is  the  U.S.  which  has  the  largest 
arsenal  of  nuclear,  chemical  and  biologi- 
cal weapons  in  the  world,  and  it  is  only 
the  U.S.  which  has  used  nuclear  weapon.s. 
incinerating  200,000  people  in  Hiroshima 
and  Nagasaki  in  1945. 


ing  a sentiment  that  has  become  increas- 
ingly common  in  the  face  of  a war-crazed 
administration  that  proclaims  its  god- 
given  right  to  go  after  whomever  it  wants 
whenever  it  wants. 

But  to  put  an  end  to  this  and  all  impe- 
rialist wars,  it  is  necessary  to  understand 
that  the  root  cause  of  such  wars  lies  in 
the  imperialist  order  itself.  The  drive  to 
war  and  conquest  is  inherent  in  a sy.stem 
based  on  competition  among  rival  capi- 
talists and  a handful  of  large  capitalist 
states  to  secure  the  greatest  possible 
profits.  In  reality,  the  United  States  has 
been  an  imperialist  power  since  the  time 
of  the  1898  Spanish-American  War. 
which  was  fought  to  seize  Cuba  and  the 
Philippines.  Its  purpose  in  that  war  was 
to  conquer  new  markets  and  new  sources 
of  raw  material  and  cheap  labor  for 
American  capitalism.  Retired  Marine  gen- 
eral Smedley  Butler,  who  served  in  a 
series  of  American  imperialist  wars  from 
the  beginning  of  the  20th  century,  put  it 
succinctly  when  he  described  himself  as 
“a  high-class  muscle  man  for  Big  Busi- 
ness, for  Wall  Street  and  the  bankers.” 

For  America’s  capitalist  rulers,  work- 
ers are  mere  fodder  for  profit  at  home  and 
war  abroad.  But  precisely  because  it  is  the 
working  class  that  produces  the  wealth  of 
society,  it  has  the  social  power  and  class 
interest  to  sweep  away  this  exploitative 
capitalist  order  and  the  war.  poverty  and 
racism  it  breeds.  Only  socialist  revolution 
can  end  imperialist  war  once  and  for  all. 

Lessons  of  the  Vietnam 
Antiwar  Movement 

It  is  this  understanding  that  the  liberal 
and  reformist  “socialist"  organizers  of  the 
antiwar  protests  seek  to  obscure.  They 
claim  that  simply  bringing  large  numbers 
out  on  the  streets  can  force  the  capitalist 
government  to  change  its  policies.  The 
example  always  cited  as  a model  is  the 
antiwar  movement  of  the  1960s  and  ’70s, 
when  millions  demonstrated  and  students 
shut  down  campuses  in  protest  against  the 


Baghdad 
neighborhood 
devastated 
by  1998 
U.S./British 
terror  bombing. 


huge  April  mobilization  for  just  one  dock 
strike. 

The  defense  of  Iraq  against  imperialist 
attack  is  integrally  linked  to  the  defense 
of  the  working  masses  here  against 
increasing  exploitation  and  oppression, 
which  ultimately  requires  the  overturn  of 
the  imperialist  order  through  workers 
revolution.  The  task  is  to  forge  a workers 
party  to  educate  and  mobilize  the  prole- 
tariat to  that  end.  And  that  requires 
breaking  the  allegiance  of  the  workers 
to  their  class-collaborationist,  national- 
chauvinist  leaders.  Proletarian  opposition 
to  the  depredations  of  the  imperialist 
exploiters  can.  in  the  words  of  revolu- 
tionary leader  Leon  Trotsky,  be  pursued 
“only  through  the  revolutionary  mobili- 
zation of  the  masses,  that  is,  by  widen- 
ing. deepening,  and  sharpening  those 
revolutionary  methods  which  constitute 
the  content  of  class  struggle  in  'peace- 
time’” (“Learn  to  Think.”  May  1 938). 

The  social  power  of  the  working  class 
was  starkly  demonstrated  by  the  recent 
West  Coast  port  shutdown.  While  the 
shutdown  resulted  from  a lockout  by  the 
bosses  of  the  Pacific  Maritime  Associa- 
tion (PMA)  rather  than  a strike,  it  showed 
the  power  of  the  longshoremen  to  bring 
the  entire  industrial  and  commercial 
economy  of  the  West  Coast  to  a grinding 
halt.  Moreover,  in  mid-September  the 
executive  board  of  ILWU  Local  lO  in 
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And  the  U.S.  may  well  be  preparing  to 
nuke  Iraq.  The  “Nuclear  Posture  Review" 
issued  this  year  by  the  Pentagon  explic- 
itly allows  for  an  American  first  strike 
and  lists  seven  possible  targets,  including 
(for  the  first  time)  non-nuclear  coun- 
tries— like  Iraq.  Moreover,  it  specified 
a wide  range  of  situations  that  could 
trigger  a nuclear  attack.  Warning  that  “we 
may  be  closer  to  seeing  the  use  of 
nuclear  weapons  than  at  any  time  since 
World  War  II.”  an  article  in  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Chronicle  ( 1 1 October)  by  Eduardo 
Cohen  reports:  "The  use  of  American 
nuclear  weapons  would  be  justified:  if 
Iraq  attacks  any  of  its  neighbors;  if  Israel 
is  attacked;  if  U.S.  forces  are  attacked 
with  chemical  or  biological  weapons;  if 
the  United  Stales  military  encounters  tar- 
gets impervious  to  conventional  weapons; 
and  in  the  event  of  ‘surprising  military 
developments’.”  The  article  adds.  “All 
five  of  these  scenarios  are  not  only  pos- 
sible but  likely  if  the  United  Stales  goes 
to  war  against  Iraq.” 

Under  the  headline  “Seeds  of  Protest 
Growing  on  College  Campuses.”  a New 
York  Times  (12  October)  article  quoted  a 
student  who  explained  what  led  him  to 
become  active  in  antiwar  protest:  “We’re 
talking  about  attacking  Iraq,  attacking 
first,  which  is  something  this  country’s 
never  done  before.  We're  turning  into  an 
imperialist  power."  This  student  was  voic- 


Vietnam  War.  In  fact,  what  brought  an 
end  to  the  Vietnam  War  was  not  the  peace 
rallies  or  the  more  militant  mass  civil  dis- 
obedience actions.  Rather  it  was  the  mil- 
itary victory  of  the  Vietnamese  workers 
and  peasants,  who  were  fighting  not  only 
to  expel  the  American  invaders  but  for  a 
social  revolution  against  the  capitalist 
order. 

The  effect  of  the  official  1 960s  antiwar 
movement,  embodied  in  the  ex-Trotskyist 
Socialist  Workers  Party’s  National  Peace 
Action  Coalition  (NPAC).  was.  in  reality, 
to  deflect  radicalized  youth  from  fighting 
against  the  capitalist  system  and  corral 
them  back  into  the  confines  of  bourgeois 
electoral  politics.  Limiting  the  protests 
to  pacifist  demands  to  bring  the  troops 
home.  NPAC  explicitly  appealed  to  (and 
succeeded  in  drawing  in)  liberal  Demo- 
cratic Party  politicians  who  sought  to 
extricate  American  imperialism  from  this 
losing  colonial  war  and  to  head  off  a 
challenge  to  the  capitalist  order  at  home. 
It  was.  in  fact,  the  Democratic  Kennedy/ 
Johnson  While  House  that  launched  the 
Vietnam  War. 

With  the  ghettos  erupting  in  upheaval 
and  workers  staging  a number  of  militant 
strikes,  some  in  defiance  of  both  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  labor  bureaucracy,  there 
were  enormous  opportunities  to  weld  the 
fight  against  war  to  the  class  struggle.  But 
this  could  not  be  done  if  the  antiwar 


movement  was  subordinated  to  political 
representatives  of  the  class  enemy.  The 
Sparlacisi  League  fought  to  win  radical 
antiwar  activists  to  the  proletarian  class 
struggle  and  away  from  the  bourgeois 
pacifism — opposition  to  all  war  in  princi- 
ple— that  served  as  a .screen  for  capitula- 
tion to  a wing  of  the  imperialist  bour- 
geoisie. In  Trotsky’s  words,  ‘The  essence 
of  pacifism  is  a condemnation,  whether 
hypocritical  or  sincere,  of  the  use  of  force 
in  general.  By  weakening  the  willpower 
of  the  oppressed,  it  serves  the  cause  of  the 
oppres.sors." 

From  the  standpoint  of  the  working 
class,  it  does  not  matter  which  side  fires 
first  in  a war.  We  had  a side  in  the  Vietnam 
War.  Not  only  was  it  a conflict  between  an 
imperialist  power  and  a neocoionial  coun- 
try. but  one  which  posed  the  question  of 
social  revolution.  We  called  for  military 
victory  to  the  North  Vietnamese  deformed 
workers  slate  and  the  South  Vietnamese 
revolutionary  fighters  and  raised  the  slo- 
gan, “Ail  Indochina  must  go  Communist!" 
In  an  October  1967  leaflet  titled  “From 
Protest  to  Power,”  we  explained: 

‘The  Vietnamese  war  is  not  unique,  It  is 
simply  the  largest  in  a series  of  colonial 
wars  that  the  U.S.  and  all  other  impenal- 
1st  powers  have  been  fighting  for  the  past 
century  and  will  continue  to  fight  until 
capitalism  is  overthrown  in  its  main  cen- 
ters. In  brief,  the  U.S.  is  in  Vietnam  to 
suppress  a peasant  revolution  which 
challenges  the  dominance  of  U.S.  busi- 
ness in  Asia.  It  is  futile  to  oppose  the 
intervention  in  Vietnam  while  supporting 
the  economic  system  which  generates 
that  intervention  and  the  ideology  that 
legitimizes  it.” 

Democrats — Party  of 
War  and  Racism 

Iraq  is  not  Vietnam.  Saddam  Hussein  is 
an  anti-Communist  butcher  who  was  a 
lackey  of  the  U.S.  imperialists  until  they 
turned  on  him  when  he  moved  into  oil- 
rich  Kuwait  in  1990.  Nor  is  destitute  Iraq 
in  a position  to  militarily  prevail  against 
the  American  imperialist  juggernaut.  But 
the  opposition  by  Congressional  Demo- 
crats (and  a few  Republicans)  to  last 
week’s  war  resolution  reflects  consider- 
able unease  within  American  ruling  cir- 
cle.s  about  going  to  war  with  Iraq  at  this 
time.  They  fear  that  Bush’s  military 
adventure  could  not  only  throw  the  entire 
Near  East  Into  turmoil  but  also,  if  it  back- 
fires, ignite  the  massive  social  tinder  at 
the  base  of  recession-ridden  American 
society. 

Thus  black  Oakland  Democrat  Barbara 
Lee.  who  cast  the  sole  vote  in  Congress 
against  authorizing  the  open-ended  “war 
on  terror"  a year  ago.  now  warns  that 
"war  with  Iraq  poses  enormous  risks" 
and  "would  divert  billions  of  dollars  from 
our  own  profound  domestic  needs, 
including  healthcare,  prescription  drugs, 
education,  and  homeland  security."  Lee 
and  like-minded  black  liberals  like  Con- 
gressmen Danny  Davis  and  Jesse  Jackson 
Jr.  from  the  Chicago  area  are  positioning 
themselves  to  gel  out  ahead  of  and  con- 
tain any  opposition  and  turmoil  that 
could  develop  among  working  people  and 
minorities. 

And  in  this  they  are  aided  by  the 
reformists.  In  its  newspaper.  Workers 
World  writes  that  "the  strategic  objective 
of  the  anti-war  movement  must  be  to 
reach  out  to  the  workers  and  oppressed" 
because  they  are  “the  class  that  can  pul  an 
end  to  imperialist  war  by  getting  rid  of 
capitalism"  (Workers  World,  10  October). 
But  the  real  strategy  of  the  WWP  is  to 
tailor  the  demands  of  the  “anti-war  move- 
ment” in  order  to  reach  out  to  liberal 
Democrats.  Thus  a call  for  the  October  26 
demonstrations  by  the  WWP's  ANSWER 
coalition  talks  about  how  they  want  to 
be  a "factor”  in  the  “so-called  debate  that 
is  opening  now  to  public  view."  boasting 
that  the  demonstrations  “come  just  one 
week  before  midterm  Congressional 
elections."  Echoing  liberals  like  Lee. 
ANSWER  focuses  on  the  demand  for 
“$200  Billion  for  Jobs  and  Education  Not 
for  War  in  Iraq!” 

Both  the  Democratic  and  Republican 
parties,  in  different  ways  and  with  differ- 
ent constituencies,  represent  the  inieresis 
of  American  capitalism.  In  fact,  the  im- 
pending invasion  is  the  culmination  of 
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over  a decade  of  U.S.  military  and  eco* 
noniic  warfare,  supported  and  carried  out 
by  both  Republicans  and  Democrats. 
When  Clinton  and  Gore  took  over  the 
White  House  in  1993,  they  continued  the 
policy  of  Bush  Sr.  from  the  time  of  the 
1991  Gulf  War:  punishing  economic 
sanctions  under  UN  aegis,  supplemented 
by  periodic  terror  bombing  of  Baghdad 
and  other  Iraqi  cities.  When  asked  in 
1996  about  the  half  million  Iraqi  chil- 
dren who  had  died  as  a result  of  the 
sanctions.  Clinton’s  UN  ambassador  (and 
later  secretary  of  state)  Madeleine  Al- 
bright replied:  “That  is  a very  hard 
choice  but  we  think  the  price  is  worth  it.” 

All  sections  of  the  American  ruling 
class  are  committed  to  expanding  U.S. 
military  power  and  global  presence. 
Throughout  much  of  the  1990s.  it  was 
the  Democratic  Clinton  administration 
that  carried  out  one  military  intervention 
after  another,  including  the  1999  air  war 
against  Serbia.  That  war  was  waged  in 
the  name  of  “liberating"  the  Albanians  of 
Kosovo  from  the  brutally  oppressive 
regime  of  Slobodan  Milosevic.  For  the 
American  ruling  class,  Milosevic’s  real 
crime  (like  that  of  Saddam  Hussein)  was 
his  refusal  to  bow  to  Washington’s  dic- 
tates. Like  Saddam  Hussein.  Milosevic 
was  vilified  by  the  American  media  and 
bourgeois  politicians,  especially  liberal 
Democrats,  as  “another  Hitler.”  For  two 
months.  U.S.  warplanes  systematically 
destroyed  the  economic  infrastructure  of 
this  small  Balkan  country. 

The  most  fervent  advocates  and  sup- 
porters of  the  war  against  Serbia  were 
located  on  the  liberal,  not  the  right  wing 
of  the  American  political  spectrum.  And 
much  of  the  left  marched  in  lockstep. 
Thus,  the  International  Socialist  Organiza- 
tion. echoing  imperialist  “human  rights” 
rhetoric  over  the  plight  of  the  Albanian 
refugees,  raised  the  call.  “Money  for  ref- 
ugees, not  for  war!”  Unlike  the  liberals 
and  reformists  who  mimicked  the  imperi- 
.alists’  hue  and  cry  over  “poor  little  Ko- 
sovo.” we  have  always  defended  the  right 
of  self-determination  for  the  Kosovo  Al- 
banians. But  that  democratic  question  was 
decidedly  subordinated  to  the  military 
defense  of  Serbia  against  U.S./NATO 
attack. 

Several  years  earlier,  when  the  Bush 
Sr.  administration  launched  its  racist  mil- 
itary intervention  in  Somalia  in  the  name 
of  famine  relief.  Workers  World  called 
for  “food,  not  troops  in  Somalia.”  Ex- 
plicitly justifying  a “humanitarian”  Pen- 
tagon expeditionary  force.  Workers  World 
(31  December  1992)  declared;  “The  U.S. 
Air  Force  is  by  far  the  largest  in  the 
world.  It  could  have  easily  and  inexpen- 
sively provided  famine  relief.” 

Nuclear  Cowboys  on  the  Loose 

The  main  argument  raised  by  Demo- 
cratic Party  politicians  against  an  imme- 
diate war  with  Iraq  is  that  it  will  divert 
military  resources  from  and  weaken 
international  support  for  the  “global  war 
on  terror.”  More  broadly,  significant  ele- 
ments of  the  ruling  class,  including 
Republicans  like  Brent  Scoweroft.  Bush 
Sr.’s  national  security  adviser,  fear  that 
the  bellicose  “unilateralism”  pushed  by 
the  Bush  administration  needlessly  and 
recklessly  flouts  international  conven- 
tions and  institutions,  like  the  United 
Nations,  that  have  proved  their  value  to 
American  imperialist  interests. 

Bush  made  a bow  to  such  concerns  by 
appearing  before  the  United  Nations  last 
month.  But  only  days  later,  the  “Bush 
doctrine"  was  proclaimed.  Affirming  a 
general  policy  of  “pre-emptive"  war.  the 
“National  Security  Strategy”  document 
warned  that  the  U.S.  is  militarily  “strong 
enough  to  dissuade  potential  adversaries 
from  pursuing  a military  buildup  in  hopes 
of  surpassing,  or  equaling,  the  power  of 
the  United  States.”  The  new  doctrine  was 
foreshadowed  as  far  back  as  1992  by 
leading  elements  of  what  is  now  the 
White  House/Pentagon  inner  circle,  like 
Vice  President  Richard  Cheney  and 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense  Paul  Wolf- 
owitz.  Under  the  guidance  of  Cheney, 
then  secretary  of  defense  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  Bush  Sr.,  Wolfowitz  authored  a 
draft  Pentagon  document  stating  that  the 
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U.S.  “must  maintain  the  mechanisms  for 
deterring  potential  competitors  from  even 
aspiring  to  a larger  regional  or  global 
role”  (quoted  in  “George  Bush  & the 
World.”  New  York  Review  of  Books,  26 
September). 

This  is  a potential  threat  against  every 
current  American  “ally.”  But  it  is  particu- 
larly directed  at  China,  the  largest  re- 
maining bureaucratically  deformed  work- 
ers state.  A central  goal  for  U.S. 
imperialism  is  the  destruction  of  the  Peo- 
ple’s Republic  of  China  through  capital- 
ist counterrevolution  achieved  by  a com- 
bination of  external  military  pressure  and 
internal  economic  and  political  subver- 
sion. China  is  one  of  the  seven  countries 
now  listed  as  potential  targets  for  a U.S. 
nuclear  first  strike.  As  revealed  by  the 
Glasgow  Sunday  Herald  (15  September), 
the  “Bush  doctrine”  was  laid  out  in  a 
position  paper  drawn  up  by  Cheney. 
Wolfowitz  & Co.  in  September  2000. 
even  before  the  elections.  That  document 
specifically  called  for  an  increase  of 
“American  forces  in  southeast  Asia”  and 
projected  "American  and  allied  power 
providing  the  spur  to  the  process  of 
democratisation  in  China.”  What  the 
American  imperialists  mean  by  "democ- 
ratization” in  China  (like  they  meant  in 
the  former  Soviet  Union)  is  capitalist 
counterrevolution. 

The  restoration  of  capitalism  in  the 
Soviet  Union,  the  world’s  first  workers 
state  albeit  bureaucratically  degenerated 
under  Stalinist  misrule,  was  a historic 
defeat  for  the  international  working  class. 
The  removal  of  the  Soviet  Union  as  a 
counterweight  to  imperialist  designs  has. 
as  we  warned,  made  the  world  a far  more 
dangerous  place.  It  is  no  accident  that 
the  Cheney  cabal,  which  was  a minority 
voice  in  the  Bush  Sr.  administration,  calls 
the  shots  under  Bush  Jr.  The  U.S.  bour- 
geoisie has  grown  dizzy  with  success 
after  a series  of  easy  wins  over  the  last 
decade,  and  Cheney  & Co.  are  a distil- 
lation of  this  arrogant  imperialist  tri- 
umphalism. In  a perceptive  article  in  the 
London  Review  of  Books  (3  October), 
Anatol  Lieven  writes:  “If  the  US  can 
demonstrate  overwhelming  military  su- 


periority in  the  Middle  East,  there  will 
certainly  be  groups  in  the  Republican 
Party  who  will  be  emboldened  to  push  for 
a much  tougher  line  on  China.” 

Nonetheless,  the  venal  Beijing  Stalinist 
bureaucracy  has  endorsed  Washington’s 
“war  on  terror"  in  return  for  a diplomatic- 
okay  from  the  U.S.  to  Beijing’s  suppres- 
sion of  Turkic-speaking,  Islamic  separa- 
tist groups  operating  in  the  western 
borderlands  of  China.  Thus,  even  as  it 
promotes  the  forces  of  capitalist  restora- 
tion within  China,  the  Beijing  regime  has 
supported  the  extension  of  U.S.  military 
forces  to  the  western  border  region  of 
China  in  Afghanistan  and  the  former 
Soviet  Central  Asian  republics.  The  gains 
of  the  1949  Chinese  Revolution — which 
lifted  China  from  the  yoke  of  imperialist 
domination,  ended  the  enslavement  of 
women  and  vastly  improved  the  condi- 
tions of  life  of  the  worker  and  peasant 
masses  through  the  creation  of  a planned, 
collectivized  economy — are  today  under 
dire  threat.  We  Trotskyists  fight  for  un- 
conditional military  defense  of  China — as 
well  as  North  Korea,  Vietnam  and  Cuba 
— against  imperialist  attack  and  internal 
counterrevolution,  and  call  for  proletarian 
political  revolution  to  oust  the  treacher- 
ous Stalinist  bureaucracies. 

For  Proletarian  Internationalism! 

The  liberal  justification  for  invading 
and  occupying  Iraq  Is  to  bring  “democ- 
racy” and  “modem  civilization”  to  the 
Arab/Muslim  people  of  that  country  and 
the  region.  This  was  clearly  and  fatuously 
expressed  by  New  York  Times  columnist 
Thomas  Friedman,  a leading  advocate  of 
American  “human  rights  imperialism.”  In 
his  18  September  column,  he  declares 
that  “all  the  Arab-Muslim  states”  are 
“failing  at  modernity.” 

Since  the  end  of  the  Cold  War.  the 
notion  of  “failed  slates”  has  become  an 
all-purpose  rubric  for  colonial-style  mili- 
tary interventions  and  occupations  in  the 
Third  World.  “Humanitarian”  rhetoric 
aside,  what  we  are  seeing  today  is  a 
throwback  to  the  naked  colonialism  of  an 
earlier  era.  And  the  current  administra- 
tion in  the  White  House  dispenses  even 


with  the  “human  rights”  fig  leaf.  Liberal 
Paul  Krugman  titled  a recent  column  in 
the  New  York  Times  (24  September) 
“White  Man's  Burden,”  the  racist  ideo- 
logical slogan  of  19th-  and  early  20th- 
century  British  imperialism,  and  noted 
“the  parallel  between  America’s  pursuit 
of  manifest  destiny  a century  ago  and  its 
new  global  sense  of  mission.”  Indeed, 
what  Washington  is  now  projecting  for 
Iraq  is  the  kind  of  military  occupation 
routinely  carried  out  by  U.S.  imperialism 
In  its  Latin  American  “backyard.”  most 
recently  in  Haiti. 

A U.S.  occupation  of  Iraq  will  not 
bring  “democratization”  but  a more  pliant 
dictatorial  puppet  and  will  only  reinforce 
and  deepen  national  oppression  and 
social  backwardness.  Iraq  was  a creation 
of  British  imperialism,  artificially  carved 
out  of  the  Turkish  Ottoman  Empire  after 
its  defeat  in  World  War  I for  the  purpose 
of  concentrating  its  oil  fields  within  a sin- 
gle state  border  and  denying  any  access 
to  the  French  imperialists.  To  this  end,  the 
British  colonialists  forcibly  united  the 
Kurds  and  Sunni  and  Shi’ite  Arabs,  pop- 
ulations that  had  enjoyed  relative  auton- 
omy under  Ottoman  rule.  Now  the  would- 
be  American  liberators  vow  to  maintain 
the  "territorial  integrity”  of  Iraq  under 
U.S.  rule,  setting  the  stage  for  bloody 
internecine  conflicts  and  brutal  imperial- 
ist repression. 

In  the  face  of  a U.S.  invasion,  the 
Marxist  policy  is  one  of  revolutionary 
defensism.  This  war  would  be  predatory 
and  imperialist  on  the  part  of  the  U.S.. 
but  just  and  defensive  on  the  part  of  Iraq. 
While  the  chief  means  of  defending  Iraq 
lies  in  class  struggle  against  the  imperi- 
alist rulers,  the  working  class  and 
oppressed  peoples  the  world  over  must 
defend  the  struggles  of  the  Iraqi  people 
against  the  American  invaders. 

But  our  defense  of  Iraq  does  not  mean 
a defense  of  the  bloody  and  oppressive 
Saddam  Hussein  regime.  Quite  the  con- 
trary! In  order  to  fully  and  effectively 
mobilize  the  workers  and  rural  toilers  of 
Iraq  against  American  imperialism,  it  is 
necessary  that  the  Iraqi  regime  be  over- 
thrown and  replaced  by  a government  of 
workers  and  peasants  councils  (soviets) 
such  as  was  established  by  the  1917 
Russian  Bolshevik  Revolution  under  the 
leadership  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky.  A 
Leninist-Trolskyist  party  in  Iraq  today 
would  thus  seek  to  combine  the  struggle 
for  national  independence  against  Ameri- 
can imperialist  militarism  with  a social 
revolution  against  the  Iraqi  capitalists 
and  landowners. 

Zionist  Israel  openly  serves  as  a gen- 
darme for  U.S.  imperialism  in  the  Near 
East.  But  from  Egypt  to  Iraq,  Iran  and 
Pakistan,  the  various  neocolonial  bour- 
geois regimes  of  the  Near  East  and  South 
Asia  also  act  as  local  enforcers  of  impe- 
rialist subjugation  and  backwardness.  It 
is  necessary  to  forge  Trotskyist  parties 
based  on  the  perspective  of  permanent 
revolution;  the  chains  of  Imperialist  sub- 
jugation can  only  be  broken  through  a 
workers  revolution  that  shatters  bourgeois 
rule  as  part  of  the  struggle  for  worldwide 
socialist  revolution,  especially  in  the 
imperialist  centers  of  North  America, 
West  Europe  and  Japan.  Only  within  a 
socialist  federation  of  the  Near  East  can 
the  national  rights  of  all  the  many  peoples 
of  the  region  be  achieved,  from  the  Pales- 
tinians and  the  Hebrew-speaking  people 
to  the  Kurds. 

Ultimately  and  decisively,  the  struggle 
for  a socialist  world — free  of  imperialist 
war  and  economic  depredation — will  be 
fought  out  in  the  United  States,  the  bas- 
tion of  the  world  capitalist  system.  That 
requires  breaking  the  ideological  chains 
that  bind  the  proletariat  and  the  ghetto 
poor  to  the  “lesser  evil”  Democratic  Party 
of  American  imperialism.  If  there  is  to  be 
an  end  to  imperialist  war.  to  racist  oppres- 
sion and  economic  immiseration.  the 
multiracial  American  working  class  must 
be  won.  through  Marxist  education  and 
its  own  experience  in  struggle,  to  the  fight 
to  build  a revolutionary  workers  party  to 
lead  the  struggle  for  socialist  revolution 
to  sweep  away  the  bloody  system  of  cap- 
italist imperialism.  ■ 


9 


ILWU... 

icontinued  from  page  I) 

accusing  the  union  of  engaging  in  a 
“slowdown”  after  the  union  instructed  its 
members  to  follow  all  safety  rules  on  the 
docks  in  self-protection  against  speedup 
imposed  by  the  employers.  In  returning 
to  work,  Spinosa  declared:  “We're  going 
to  continue  to  work  safe*’  (Los  Angeles 
Times,  9 October).  Seven  people  have 
died  on  the  docks  since  March,  including 
five  ILWU  members:  one  was  crushed  by 
a falling  lifeboat,  one  hit  by  a 3.000- 
pound  metal  ring  after  a crane  broke, 
one  run  over  by  a large  forklift,  one 
run  over  by  a 45-lon  lift  for  stacking 
containers  and  the  last  killed  by  a fall 
into  an  open  hatch.  According  to  the 
AFL-CIO,  the  PMA’s  own  records  show 
the  astounding  figure  of  1,668  injuries 
on  the  West  Coast  for  the  year  through 
September  6— one  for  every  six  dockers. 
Now  Judge  Alsop’s  order  prohibits  any 
attempt  by  the  workers  to  defend  them- 
selves against  speedup  and  employer 
provocations  on  the  docks. 

This  injunction  is  a declaration  of  war 
on  the  entire  U.S.  labor  movement.  The 
bosses  and  their  government  want  to 
break  union  power  and  tame  the  U.S. 
population  to  step  in  line  behind  the 
“war  on  terror.”  Months  before  the  lock- 
out, Department  of  Homeland  Security 
head  Tom  Ridge  personally  called  the 
ILWU  leadership  to  warn  them  that  any 
action  by  the  union  to  shut  down  the 
ports  would  not  be  tolerated.  In  the 
Bush  administration’s  legal  brief  for  the 
Taft-Hartley  Act.  Secretary  of  Defense 
Donald  Rumsfeld  attested.  “The  DOD 
[Department  of  Defense]  increasingly 
relies  upon  commercial  items  and  prac- 
tices to  meet  its  requirements”  {San 
Francisco  Chronicle,  13  October),  By 
“homeland  security”  the  U.S.  govern- 
ment means  its  intent  to  make  U.S. 
imperialism  “secure”  from  domestic  op- 
position by  the  working  class  as  Bush 
prepares  to  carry  out  a bloody  invasion 
of  Iraq. 

The  PMA  has  more  or  less  openly 
admitted  that  the  purpose  of  its  lockout 
was  to  provide  the  opening  for  federal 
intervention.  When  a high-ranking  Bush 
administration  official  got  the  union  to 
agree  to  a last-minute.  30-day  extension 
of  the  contract,  seeking  to  end  the  lock- 
out without  Taft-Hartley.  the  PMA  flatly 
rejected  it.  Beginning  in  May.  in  the 
months  of  negotiations  over  the  new  con- 
tract. the  PMA  has  repeatedly  reneged 
on  supposed  agreements  in  ‘“bail  and 
switch’  bad  faith  bargaining.”  as  the 
union  described  it  (ILWU  Coast  Com- 
mittee Letter  to  the  Membership,  9 Octo- 
ber). Now,  after  60  days  under  the 
injunction  pass.  ILWU  members  are  to 
be  forced  to  submit  to  a government-run 
vole  on  the  PMA’s  last  offer,  which  at 
the  lime  of  the  court  order  was  a package 
denounced  by  the  union’s  negotiating 
committee  as  completely  unacceptable. 

The  bosses*  aim  is  simply  the  whole- 
sale destruction  of  union  power  on  the 
docks.  The  entire  labor  movement  must 
come  to  the  defense  of  the  ILWU  now 
and  protest  every  attack  on  the  union. 
Down  with  the  slave-labor  Taft-Hartley 
Act — Government  hands  off  the  ILWU! 

Capitalist  Rulers  Target 
Longshore  Workers 

Whatever  tactical  differences  they  may 
have,  the  U.S.  rulers  are  united  around 
the  dual  goal  of  maintaining  and  extend- 
ing their  world  dominance  abroad  while 
laming  the  working  class  at  home.  The 
ILWU  gels  in  the  way  amid  increasingly 
competitive  interimperialist  rivalry  over 
international  trade  and  markets.  Both  the 
Republican  Eisenhower  administration  in 
the  1950s  and  the  Democratic  Kennedy 
White  House  in  the  early  '60s  went  after 
the  Teamsters  union  because  its  demon- 
strated ability  to  shut  down  all  truck 
transportation  in  the  country  made  it  a 
strategic  threat  to  profit.  Likewise,  the 
PMA’s  lockout  has  made  graphically 
clear  that  with  the  growing  reliance  of 
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U.S.  commerce  on  trans-Pacific  trade, 
the  ILWU  has  enormous  potential  power 
to  hurt  capitalist  profits. 

As  dozens  of  freight  trains  were 
backed  up  into  the  Midwest  and  auto 
plants  from  Fremont.  California  to  Ten- 
nessee began  running  out  of  parts,  the 
ILWU  faced  a full-court  press  by  all  the 
agencies  of  the  bosses,  from  the  employ- 
ers to  the  government  to  the  media. 
Across  the  country,  a media  campaign 
parroting  the  PMA’s  propaganda  retailed 
lying  “statistics”  refuted  by  the  union 
months  earlier,  painting  the  dockers  as 
greedy,  overpaid  ingraies  (see  “Lies. 
Damned  Lies  and  Statistics,”  WV  No. 
784.  12  July). 

An  article  in  the  Los  Angeles  Times  (1 
October)  commented  that  in  going  after 
the  ILWU,  “Bush  can  be  seen  as  stand- 
ing up  to  union  intransigence  and  doing 
so  in  the  name  of  protecting  the  econ- 
omy and  the  nation’s  security.”  The  arti- 
cle quoted  a University  of  Texas  econo- 
mist who  said  it  was  “an  opportunity 
for  Bush  to  look  Reaganesque,”  refer- 
ring to  Ronald  Reagan’s  smashing  of 
the  PATCO  air  traffic  controllers  union 
in  1981.  and  noted  that  the  ILWU  is 
“an  even  more  appealing  target”  as  “one 
of  the  most  aggressive  unions  left  stand- 
ing after  decades  of  dwindling  labor 
power.” 

But  who  wins  in  any  battle  between 
capital  and  labor  depends  on  the  relation- 
ship of  forces  as  measured  in  struggle.  In 
the  middle  of  World  War  II,  against  the 
howls  of  the  whole  capitalist  order 
denouncing  them  as  traitors  and  agents 
of  Hitler.  U.S.  coal  miners  defied  the 
wartime  no-slrike  pledge.  In  response  to 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt’s  threats  of  mili- 
tary intervention  to  break  their  strike,  the 
coal  miners  pointed  out  that  you  can’t 
mine  coal  with  bayonets. 

The  labor  movement  has  never  won 
anything  by  playing  by  the  bosses*  rules. 
The  government  and  its  cops,  courts 
and  army  exist  for  the  very  purpose  of 
defending  the  bosses  and  their  prop- 
erty against  the  working  class  and  the 
oppressed.  The  capitalists  will  always 
attempt  to  outlaw  any  effective  action 
workers  take  to  resist  exploitation. 
Labor’s  weapons  are  inherent  in  its  col- 
lective organization:  picket  lines,  solidar- 
ity strikes,  secondary  boycotts,  plant 
occupations. 

Militant  actions  and  class  solidarity 
have  indeed  been  demonstrated  over  the 
past  few  weeks.  Workers  Vanguard  sales- 
men were  present  at  one  location  where 
a scab  truck  was  stopped  from  leaving  a 
terminal  with  a container  after  longshore 
pickets  stationed  there  were  joined  by 
almost  a hundred  others.  Teamsters  and 
railway  and  postal  workers  have  been 
respecting  the  picket  lines,  as  have  a 
number  of  lAM  mechanic.s,  despite  the 
Machinists  union  tops’  declaration  of 
intent  to  scab. 

In  marked  contrast,  as  longshore- 
men manned  pickets  outside  the  locked 
gates,  security  guards  patrolled  terminal 
properly  from  the  inside — guards  who 
are  organized  by  the  ILWU!  Some  of 
the  reformist  left,  like  the  International 
Socialist  Organization,  believe  that  se- 
curity guards  should  be  organized.  We 
think  it  is  a matter  of  elementary  union 
protection  that  agents  of  the  employers, 
like  the  guards  and  walking  bosses,  be 
tossed  out. 

On  the  day  Bush  announced  the  Taft- 
Hartley  injunction,  hundreds  of  truckers 
led  a honking  demonstration  through 
the  Port  of  Oakland  with  signs  that  read. 
“Port  Truckers  Locked  Out  by  PMA.” 
Mostly  non-union  owner-operators,  the 
heavily  immigrant  port  truckers  have 
been  hit  with  outrageous  fees  by  the 
shippers  for  storing  containers  they 
couldn’t  move  because  of  the  shippers’ 
own  lockout.  The  need  to  unionize  these 
workers  is  becoming  increasingly  evi- 
dent to  many  rank-and-file  longshore- 
men. despite  often  palpable  tensions 
between  them  and  the  truckers  in  the 
past.  At  an  October  5 labor  rally  at  the 
Port  of  Oakland,  various  union  officials 
called  for  “organizing  the  unorganized” 


—but  pointedly  did  not  mention  the  port 
truckers! 

International  solidarity  action  is  espe- 
cially vital  in  this  struggle.  It  would  do 
the  PMA  no  good  to  load  ships  with 
non-union  labor  if  they  can  t gel  un- 
loaded at  the  other  end.  Among  those 
declaring  support  are  the  Japanese  dock- 
workers  union  Zenkoku-kowan.  the  Mar- 
itime Union  of  Au.siralia  and  the  South 
Korean  maritime  unions.  ILWU  Local 
10  secretary-treasurer  Clarence  Thomas 
traveled  to  France;  at  the  Oakland  rally, 
he  spoke  of  support  promised  by  dock 
workers  in  the  key  ports  of  Dunkirk.  Le 
Havre  and  Marseilles.  Particularly  signif- 
icant for  the  multiracial  workforce  on 
the  docks  here  were  letters  of  protest  to 
the  PMA  from  the  Municipal  Workers’ 
Union  in  South  Africa  and  from  the 
nuclear  workers  union  in  Mexico. 

The  Capitalists’ 

“Slave-Labor  Act” 

While  many  workers  are  furious  at 
Bush’s  invoking  Taft-Hartley.  others  see 
it  as  aimed  against  the  employers,  who 
initiated  the  lockout.  This  is  an  illusion. 
Dubbed  the  “Slave-Labor  Act”  by  trade 
unions  at  the  time.  Taft-Hartley  was 
passed  in  1947  with  wide  support  from 
both  Democrats  and  Republicans  as  part 
of  a vicious  crackdown  against  worker 
militancy  as  the  U.S.  turned  toward  the 
Cold  War  and  the  McCarthyite  witch- 
hunt. The  year  1946  saw  more  strikes 
than  any  year  before  or  since,  and  the 
capitalists  pinned  the  blame  squarely  on 
the  militant  organizing  of  the  CIO  and 
“Communist”  influence  in  the  unions.  As 
the  head  of  General  Electric  pul  it.  the 
Cold  War  had  two  targets:  “the  American 
labor  movement  at  home  and  the  Soviet 
Union  abroad.” 

Taft-Hartley  outlaws  as  “unfair  labor 
practices”  almost  every  effective  organ- 
izing lactic  in  the  union  arsenal:  wildcat 
strikes,  mass  picketing,  secondary  boy- 
cotts. sitdowns  and  slowdowns.  It  greatly 
increases  the  powers  of  the  courts.  Con- 
gress and  the  president  in  acting  against 
the  unions,  including  stiff  fines  for  viola- 
tions. while  specifying  minimum  punish- 
ments for  employers.  Taft-Hartley  also 
bans  “economic”  strikers  from  voting  in 
union  certification  elections  (while  scabs 
can  vote!)  and  allows  states  the  right  to 
ban  union  shops.  The  law  required  that 
union  officials  sign  affidavits  that  they 
were  not  Communists,  a provision  later 
replaced  by  the  Communist  Control  Act 
of  1954. 

But  while  the  government  may  try  to 
legislate  the  class  struggle,  it  doesn’t 
always  succeed.  In  1948,  the  ILWU 
answered  the  referendum  on  the  com- 
pany’s lousy  contract  mandated  by 
Taft-Hartley  in  the  following  way:  Of 
the  26.965  eligible  workers  on  the 
waterfront,  the  total  number  of  ballots 
cast  was — zero.  The  ILWU  also  refused 
to  comply  with  the  anii-Communist 
oaths.  V^en  the  bosses  said  they’d  no 
longer  bargain  with  a union  whose  offi- 
cers failed  to  sign  the  non-Communist 
pledge.  ILWU  international  president 
Harry  Bridges  put  it  to  a vote  in  a coast- 
wide  secret  ballot.  The  result  was  96.8 
percent  “no”  on  accepting  the  contract 
and  94.39  percent  “no”  on  the  anli- 
Communist  affidavit. 

Taft-Hartley  was  last  used  against  the 
ILWU  in  1971 — and  after  the  “cooling 
off’  period,  the  union  resumed  its  strike 
and  faced  down  the  PMA.  In  the  historic 
1 lO-day  1978  coal  miners  strike,  miners 
defied  Jimmy  Carter's  threats  of  Taft- 
Hartley,  saying:  Taft  can  mine  it.  Hartley 
can  haul  it,  and  Carter  can  shove  it. 

The  Labor  Bureaucracy  and 
the  Taft-Hartley  Democrats 

By  invoking  Taft-Hartley,  the  capitalist 
government  has  put  the  ILWU  in  a vise, 
hoping  to  make  the  union  a surrogate  for 
the  whole  labor  movement.  On  October  2. 
Teamsters  president  Jimmy  Hoffa  Jr. 
declared  that  use  of  Taft-Hartley  “would 
be  viewed  as  open  union-busting  by  the 
Teamsters  and  all  of  labor.”  AFL-CIO 
secretary-treasurer  Richard  Trumka  pro- 


claimed, “Bush  is  setting  a new  precedent 
against  workers’  rights.” 

But  these  fine  words  are  being  used  to 
drum  up  more  support  for  the  capitalist 
Democratic  Party  in  the  upcoming  elec- 
tions. Bush  is  indeed  a particularly  nasty 
specimen  as  capitalist  rulers  go.  But 
union-busting  is  the  normal  function  of 
the  capitalist  state,  which  is  run  to  defend 
the  interests  of  America’s  filthy-rich  Wall 
Street  rulers  by  their  dual  parties.  After 
vetoing  the  Taft-Hartley  Act  to  maintain 
his  fiction  of  being  a “friend  of  labor”  and 
after  the  veto  was  overridden.  Demo- 
crat Harry  Truman  invoked  it  no  less 
than  58  times  in  the  first  29  months  of  its 
existence. 

As  if  to  underscore  the  point.  Califor- 
nia Democratic  Senator  Dianne  Feinsiein 
was  one  of  the  first  to  demand  that  Bush 
invoke  Taft-Hartley.  The  union  com- 
plained. “We’re  very  disappointed.  Bor- 
dering on  outrage”  {Oakland  Tribune.  13 
October).  But  Feinsiein  is  no  aberration. 
Congresswoman  Barbara  Lee,  the  liberal 
darling  of  the  reformist  left  and  the 
Bay  Area  union  bureaucracy,  said.  “Talk 
of  Taft-Hartley  is  premature”  {Oakland 
Tribune,  3 October).  In  other  words,  she’s 
not  for  using  union-busting  laws  yet,  just 
as  she  says  that  it’s  not  ye/  time  to  invade 
Iraq — putting  up  a resolution  in  Congress 
to  require  the  While  House  to  first  get  the 
approval  of  the  United  Nations,  that  fig 
leaf  for  naked  imperialist  interest. 

The  Oakland  Tribune  (13  October) 
reported  that  the  unions  would  probably 
"continue  to  support  Feinsiein  come  elec- 
tion crunch  time.”  and  California  gov- 
ernor Gray  Davis’  statement  that  Taft- 
Hartley  is  necessary  has  not  pul  an  end  to 
the  union  bureaucracy’s  drive  for  his  re- 
election.  In  this  they  are  joined  by 
the  misnamed  Communist  Party,  publish- 
ers of  People's  Weekly  World.  The  more 
militant-talking  union  tops  and  their 
reformist  waterboys — the  Workers  World 
Party  and  its  International  ANSWER 
coalition — implicitly  support  the  Demo- 
crats, speaking  only  of  “fighting  the 
right,”  as  if  union-busting  and  imperialist 
war  were  unique  to  the  Republicans. 

Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers 
president  Don  Hahs  explained  support 
to  the  Democratic  Parly  by  saying.  “We 
don’t  have  much  choice”  {Oakland  Trib- 
une, 13  October).  This  lay-down-and-die 
perspective  reflects  the  political  role  of 
the  labor  bureaucracy,  not  the  actual 
prospects  for  struggle  before  the  labor 
movement.  The  union  bureaucracy  is  a 
key  component  of  the  Democratic  Party, 
providing  the  labor  cover  for  these 
capitalist  politicians  and  misleading  the 
workers  into  thinking  they  can  win  at 
the  ballot  box.  In  the  voting  booth. 
10.000  ILWU  longshoremen  have  no 
more  power  than  any  other  10.000  vot- 
ers. But  as  \vorkers  they  have  the  power 
to  shut  down  nearly  half  of  the  capital- 
ist economy.  However,  that  power  can- 
not be  mobilized  to  take  on  the  capi- 
talists represented  by  the  PMA  if  the 
union  is  out  rounding  up  votes  for  the 
capitalists  represented  by  the  Democratic 
Party. 

As  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle  (13 
October)  indicated,  the  West  Coast  ports 
are  considered  “key  links  in  a wartime 
supply  chain.”  In  this  situation,  defending 
one’s  livelihood  can’t  be  restricted  to  a 
purely  economic  battle  with  the  employ- 
ers. What’s  required  is  a political  struggle 
against  the  aims  of  the  ruling  class  in  its 
"war  on  terror.”  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Never  has  it  been  clearer  that  the  working 
class  needs  its  own  political  party.  Such  a 
party  would  not  act  primarily  as  an  elec- 
tion vehicle  but  would  wield  labor  power 
in  the  interests  of  all  the  oppressed  and 
exploited.  It  would  galvanize  the  labor 
movement  into  action,  independently  of 
the  capitalist  class  and  its  government,  in 
defense  of  the  longshore  union  and  of 
the  Iraqi  people  against  American  impe- 
rialism, the  main  enemy  of  the  workers 
of  the  world.  The  Spartacist  League  seeks 
to  build  such  a multiracial  workers  party 
to  fight  for  a workers  government  that 
would  put  an  end  to  this  capitalist  system 
once  and  for  ull.a 
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Israeli  Terror... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

daily  life  of  the  Palestinians  must  be  ren- 
dered unbearable....  This  will  encourage 
immigration  [sic]  and  weaken  the  resis- 
tance to  further  expulsions.”  The  “pub- 
lic debate”  over  this  question.  Shlonsky 
notes,  is  merely  over  how  many  Palestin- 
ians to  leave  behind. 

The  Zionist  state  is  a racist,  exclusiv- 
ist  state,  predicated  on  the  expulsion  of 
over  700.000  Arabs  at  the  time  of  its 
creation  and  the  displacement  of  thou- 
sands more.  The  Zionist  rulers  have  long 
been  concerned  with  the  “demographics 
problem” — another  Zionist  euphemism — 
meaning  that  the  growth  rate  of  Palestin- 
ians. including  Israeli  Arabs,  far  out- 
strips that  of  Israeli  Jews.  An  article 
from  Ha'areiz  (28  June)  captured  their 
sentiments: 

“The  new  interest  in  demography  touches 
the  core  of  the  state's  being — its  defini- 
tion as  a Jewish  slate.  For  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  public  discourse  here,  even 
the  most  devout  leftists  are  being  required 
to  confront  their  inner  truth.  It  is  no 
longer  possible  to  seek  refuge  in  banal 
statements  like  ‘there  is  no  contradiction 
between  a Jewish  and  a democratic  state.’ 
or  hollow  slogans  about  coexistence. 
Anyone  who  clings  to  the  concept  of  a 
Jewish  state  cannot  ignore  the  demo- 
graphic figures  laid  out  in  black  and 
while  in  dozens  of  publications  on  the 
subject.  The  character  of  the  stale,  its 
identity  card,  now  depends  on  the  defini- 
tions derived  from  these  figures." 

It  is  urgently  necessary  for  the  working 
class,  in  the  U.S.  and  internationally,  to 
take  up  the  defense  of  the  besieged  Pales- 
tinian masses  through  demonstrations, 
protest  strikes  and  other  class-struggle 
actions.  The  Israeli  threat  of  mass  expul- 
sion is  real — and  the  planned  slaughter 
against  Iraq  could  provide  the  cover  for 
it!  All  opponents  of  U.S.  imperialism’s 
war  against  Iraq  must  take  up  the  cause 
of  the  Palestinian  people!  Defend  the  Pal- 
estinians! All  Israeli  troops,  settlers  out 
of  the  Occupied  Territories!  Defend  Iraq 
against  U.S.  attack!  All  U.S.  troops  out 
of  the  Near  East! 

U.S./tsraei  Axis  of  Terror 

During  the  first  Intifada,  which  began 
in  late  1987.  Israel’s  rulers  responded 
with  what  then  defense  minister  Yitzhak 
Rabin  described  as  “force,  might,  beat- 
ings to  break  bones.”  By  the  time  it  sub- 
sided in  1 993  with  the  signing  of  the  Oslo 
•peace”  accords  between  PLO  head  Yasir 
Arafat  and  Israel,  some  1,500  Palestin- 
ians had  been  killed.  The  current  upris- 
ing, which  began  in  September  2000,  was 
from  the  outset  responded  to  with  even 
greater  barbarism  and  brutality.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Israeli  army’s  own  reports,  in 
the  first  three  weeks  of  the  current  Inti- 
fada, i.e.,  before  any  of  the  Palestinian 
suicide  attacks  began,  more  than  one 
million  bullets  were  fired  by  Israeli  troops 
against  Palestinian  protesters.  Some  2,500 
have  been  killed  so  far. 

The  current  uprising  against  Zionist 
occupation  is  the  result  of  several  years 
of  the  Oslo  “peace”  accords.  That  shame- 
ful betrayal  of  Palestinian  national  aspira- 
tions, which  further  worsened  condi- 
tions for  the  Palestinians,  was  in  turn 
conditioned  by  the  counterrevolutionary 
destruction  of  the  Soviet  Union  in  1991- 
92.  During  its  existence,  the  Soviet  Union 
provided  a counterweight  to  U.S.  imperi- 
alism, allowing  petty-bourgeois  nation- 
alists like  the  PLO  to  jockey  for  support 
between  the  U.S.  and  USSR.  With  the 
collapse  of  the  Soviet  Union,  this  lever- 
age was  lost — as  well  as  considerable 
amounts  of  financial  and  military  sup- 
port— and  a significantly  weakened  PLO 
accepted  a sham  “autonomy,”  effectively 
policing  the  Palestinian  masses  on  behalf 
of  the  Israeli  rulers.  At  the  same  time, 
the  collapse  of  the  USSR  created  a far 
more  dangerous  “one  superpower”  world 
where  U.S.  imperialism  sees  no  obstacles 
in  its  drive  to  dominate  the  world. 

An  example  is  the  Bush  administra- 
tion’s response  to  Israel’s  continuing 
onslaught.  Despite  the  occasional  call 
for  “restraint.”  the  U.S.  has  largely  given 
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Israel  a green  light  to  carry  out  its  slaugh- 
ter. This,  even  as  Israeli  actions  threaten 
to  hamper  U.S.  imperialism's  drive  for 
war  in  Iraq  by  provoking  unrest  through- 
out the  Near  East. 

When  Israel  threatened  mass  expul- 
sions of  Palestinians  during  the  first  Gulf 
War  in  1990-91,  U.S.  imperialism  pulled 
its  leash  to  maintain  the  “coalition,” 
which  included  most  Arab  states,  against 
Saddam  Hussein’s  Iraq.  Bush  Sr.  even 
threatened  to  cut  back  aid  when  the  Zion- 
ists demanded  more  for  settlements,  and 
he  intervened  to  ensure  that  Israel  did 
not  respond  to  the  Scud  missile  attacks 
Iraq  launched  against  it  during  the  war. 
Today,  however.  Washington  is  silent 
even  as  Israeli  politicians  threaten  to  nuke 


Reuters 

Baghdad.  Such  threats  by  the  Zionist 
regime  underline  the  fact  that  far  from 
being  merely  a puppet  of  U.S.  imperial- 
ism. Israel  is  a regional  power  with  its 
own  appetites  and  interests  to  pursue. 

Elements  within  and  around  the  Bush 
administration  certainly  favor  a "tougher" 
policy  against  the  Palestinians.  Earlier 
this  year,  Emanuel  A.  Winston,  the  Mid- 
dle East  analyst  for  the  arch-Zionist  Free- 
man Center,  argued  for  "resettling  the 
Palestinians  in  Jordan,  where  80%  of 
the  population  already  is  Palestinian” 
{USA  Today.  21  February).  According  to 
Anatol  Lieven  {London  Review  of  Books, 
3 October),  Secretary  of  Defense  Donald 
Rumsfeld  described  Jewish  settlements  in 
the  Occupied  Territories  as  “legitimate” 
products  of  Israeli  military  success,  while 
the  Republican  majority  leader  in  the 
House,  Richard  Armey,  “has  advocated 
the  ethnic  cleansing”  of  Palestinians  to 
Jordan. 

Behind  all  this  is  the  forging  of  an 
unholy  alliance  between  Zionist  neo- 
conservatives. the  staunchest  support- 
ers of  war  with  Iraq,  and  large  elements 
of  the  Christian  religious  right.  This 
includes  the  likes  of  deputy  defense 
secretary  Paul  Wolfowitz  and  Pentagon 
adviser  Richard  Perle.  who  in  1996  called 
on  then  Israeli  prime  minister  Benjamin 
Netanyahu  to  abandon  Oslo  and  wage 
war  against  the  Palestinians.  It  also  in- 
cludes bible-thumpers  like  Jerry  Falwell. 
who  recently  called  the  Islamic  prophet 
Muhammad  a “terrorist”  while  proclaim- 
ing that  "the  Bible  Bell  in  America  is 
Israel’s  only  safety  belt  right  now”  (New 
York  Times,  6 October).  But  such  Chris- 
tian fundamentalists  are  hardly  "friends 
of  the  Jews.”  It  was  Falwell  who  only  a 
few  years  ago  proclaimed  that  “the  Anti- 
christ will,  by  necessity,  be  a Jewish 
male”  {Christian  Courier,  1 February 
1999).  For  Falwell  and  many  other  funda- 
mentalist Protestants,  the  formation  of 
the  state  of  Israel  was  a harbinger  of  the 
“Rapture.”  Fundamentalists  like  Falwell 
believe  that  closer  to  Armageddon  is 
closer  to  god — and  more  specifically 
Jesus. 

Combined  with  the  "war  on  terror,"  the 
U.S.  alliance  with  Israel  has  set  a stifling 
climate  on  U.S.  campuses  where  pro- 
Palestinian  activists  are  being  witch- 
hunted.  A Web  site  by  Zionist  groups  has 
been  set  up  to  “track”  pro-Palestinian 
professors  and  academics.  Activists 


against  Zionist  repression  arc  threatened 
with  expulsion  while  pro-Palestinian 
campus  groups  are  threatened  with  out- 
right ban.  Last  month,  Harvard  University 
president  Lawrence  Summers  denounced 
the  actions  of  campus  activists  opposed  to 
Israel’s  occupation  as  “anti-Semitic  in 
their  effect,  if  not  their  intent”  {Boston 
Globe,  20  September).  Summers  also 
accused  pro-Palestinian  student  groups 
of  raising  funds  for  “questionable”  polit- 
ical groups  later  found  to  be  linked  with 
“terrorist”  organizations.  Such  attacks  on 
protest  set  the  stage  for  the  crushing  of  all 
forms  of  dissent. 

It  is  manifestly  clear  that  the  drive  for 
war  with  Iraq  could  set  the  stage  for  an 
even  bloodier  war  against  the  Palestin- 


ians— up  to  and  including  expulsion. 
As  proletarian  revolutionaries  in  the  belly 
of  the  imperialist  beast,  we  say:  Down 
with  U.S.  aid  to  Israel!  Down  with  the 
U.S./Israel  axis  of  terror!  It  is  our  purpose 
to  build  the  revolutionary  workers  party 
that  is  the  necessary  element  to  unite  and 
organize  the  multiracial  American  prole- 
tariat in  the  struggle  to  sweep  away  U.S. 
capitalist  imperialism  through  workers 
revolution. 

For  a Socialist  Federation 
of  the  Near  East! 

The  only  salvation  for  the  Palestinian 
people  lies  through  proletarian  revolution 
and  a socialist  federation  of  the  Near 
East.  For  decades,  under  both  Democrats 
and  Republicans.  U.S.  imperialism  has 
armed  Israel  to  the  hilt.  For  their  part, 
the  European  Union  imperialists,  when 
they  mutter  statements  against  Zionist 
"excess,”  are  merely  trying  to  re-establish 
their  influence  over  the  oil-rich  Near 


East  region.  As  for  the  United  Nations,  it 
was  the  UN  that  partitioned  Palestine  in 
1947.  leading  to  the  creation  of  the  slate 
of  Israel,  and  it  was  a UN  expeditionary 
force  that  disarmed  the  PLO  fighters  in 
Lebanon  in  1982,  leading  to  Sharon’s 
slaughter  of  some  2,000  Palestinians  in 
Sabra  and  Shatila. 

The  venal  Arab  bourgeois  states  have 
neither  the  military  wherewithal  nor  any 
interest  in  challenging  nuclear-armed 
Israel  for  the  sake  of  the  Palestinians. 
They,  too,  are  enemies  of  Palestinian  self- 
determination.  Between  1967  and  ’77. 
over  50,000  Palestinian  people  were 
slaughtered  at  the  hands  of  Arab  regimes, 
including  some  10,000  during  the  1970 
Black  September  massacres  in  Jordan. 
Kuwait  expelled  over  200,000  Palestin- 
ians following  the  Gulf  War  in  1991.  The 
Arab  rulers’  occasional  diatribes  against 
Zionism  are  meant  to  divert  the  anger  of 
the  toiling  ma.sses  they  exploit  and 
oppress.  And  the  anti-Semitism  peddled 
by  the  Arab  nationalists  and  Islamic  reac- 
tionaries serves  only  to  drive  the  Hebrew 
proletariat  of  Israel  deeper  into  the  arms 
of  its  chauvinist  rulers. 

A move  to  expel  the  Palestinians  will 
spark  mass  outrage  and  protest  throughout 
the  Near  East.  It  is  the  task  of  revolution- 
aries to  intervene  into  such  movements 
to  forge  Marxist  workers  parties  to  lead 
the  struggle  for  the  overthrow  of  the  Arab 
regimes  through  socialist  revolution.  A 
workers  revolution  in  one  of  the  Arab 
countries,  proclaiming  the  international 
unity  of  all  working  people,  would 
have  an  enormous  impact  on  the  Hebrew 
workers  of  Israel.  But  if  the  workers  of 
the  Near  East  are  to  break  their  chains 
of  exploitation,  they  must  be  won  to  a 
relentless  struggle  against  the  Islamic 
fundamentalists  and  nationalists  who 
now  pose  as  enemies  of  Zionism  and 
imperialism. 

If  the  Zionist  madmen  are  not  to  ulti- 
mately unleash  their  nuclear  arsenal  and 
engulf  the  whole  of  the  region  in  a holo- 
caust. the  Hebrew  proletariat  must  join 
with  Arab  workers  in  sweeping  away  the 
entire  rotting  edifice  of  capitalist  class 
rule  in  the  Near  East.  Only  then  can 
the  right  of  national  self-determination 
for  both  the  Hebrew  and  Palestinian  peo- 
ple be  assured — as  well  as  the  rights  of 
the  myriad  other  peoples  of  the  Near 
East,  like  the  Kurds  who  are  currently 
oppressed  by  the  Iraqi  and  Syrian  Arab 
slates  as  well  as  Turkey  and  Iran.  What  is 
required  above  all  is  the  construction  of 
internationalist  workers  parties,  sections 
of  a reforged  Fourth  International,  in 
opposition  to  Zionism.  Arab  nationalism 
and  all  forms  of  religious  fundamental- 
ism. Defend  the  Palestinians!  For  a 
socialist  federation  of  the  Near  East!  ■ 
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WOgHeKS  UAHC9ARO 


Defend  the  Palestinian  People! 


Israeli  Terror  Machine 
Strangles  Palestinians 


Reuters 


October  7:  Funeral  in  Khan  Yunis  refugee  camp  in  Gaza  for  one  of  15  Palestinians  killed 
by  Israeli  missile  attack. 


On  October  7.  with  willful  blood- 
thirstiness, an  Israeli  helicopter  gun- 
ship  fired  a missile  into  a crowd  of 
Palestinians  cheering  the  withdrawal 
of  Zionist  troops  from  the  refugee 
camp  of  Khan  Yunis  in  the  Gaza 
Strip.  Fifteen  Palestinians  were 
slaughtered  and  over  100  injured. 

The  same  night,  the  nearby  Nasser 
hospital,  which  was  treating  those 
wounded  in  the  Khan  Yunis  attack, 
was  riddled  with  Israeli  automatic 
gunfire,  killing  another  Palestinian. 

As  the  Bush  administration  gears 
up  for  war  on  Iraq,  the  Israeli  govern- 
ment of  Ariel  Sharon  has  been  ratch- 
eting up  its  war  of  terror  against  the 
Palestinian  people.  Most  West  Bank 
towns  are  now  under  direct  military 
occupation  enforced  by  over  1.000 
tanks  and  thousands  more  soldiers. 
Israeli  forces  continue  to  surround 
the  compound  of  Palestinian  Author- 
ity head  Yasir  Arafat,  having  already 
destroyed  most  of  it. 

Life  is  made  intolerable  by  round- 
the-clock  curfews — and  those  who 
dare  defy  them  are  shot  down  with 
impunity.  Schools  and  universities 
are  either  closed  or  unreachable  because 
of  a dizzying  array  of  arbitrarily  imposed 
checkpoints.  Travel  is  impossible,  not 
only  between  the  West  Bank’s  nine  main 
cities,  but  even  within  them.  Numerous 
people  have  died  from  treatable  illnesses 
because  they  couldn't  reach  a hospital. 
Today,  the  West  Bank  resembles  a waste- 
land of  destroyed  buildings,  looted 
offices,  wrecked  infrastructure;  most  of 
the  population  is  without  income  and 
more  than  half  the  children  suffer  from 
malnutrition.  And  some  400,000  armed 
Zionist  settlers  freely  rampage  through- 
out the  Occupied  Territories,  stealing  land 
and  murdering  Palestinians  by  the 
dozens. 

In  Gaza,  conditions  of  life  are  even 
more  bleak.  Palestinian  scholar  Edward 
Said  wrote  a searing  indictment  of  Zion- 
ist atrocities  and  brutality  in  a recent 
article  titled  “Punishment  by  Detail” 


{Monthly  Review,  October  2002): 

“Gaza  is  surrounded  by  an  electrified 
wire  fence  on  three  sides;  imprisoned  like 
animals.  Gazans  are  unable  to  move, 
unable  to  work,  unable  to  sell  their  vege- 
tables or  fruit,  unable  to  go  to  school. 
They  are  exposed  from  the  air  to  Israeli 
planes  and  helicopters  and  are  gunned 
down  like  turkeys  on  the  ground  by  tanks 
and  machine  guns.  Impoverished  and 
starved.  Gaza  is  a human  nightmare,  each 
of  whose  little  pieces  of  episodes — like 
what  takes  place  at  Erez  [checkpoint),  or 
near  the  seiilement.s — involves  thousands 
of  soldiers  in  the  humiliation,  pun- 
ishment, and  intolerable  enfeeblement 
of  each  Palestinian,  without  regard  for 
age.  gender,  or  illness.  Medical  supplies 
are  held  up  at  the  border,  ambulances 
are  fired  upon  or  detained.  Hundreds 
of  houses  demolished,  and  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  trees  and  agricultural  land 
destroyed  in  acts  of  systematic  collective 
punishment  against  civilians,  most  of 
whom  are  already  refugees  from  Israel’s 
destruction  of  their  society  in  1948." 


Sharon  and  his  “national  unity”  gov- 
ernment claim  all  this  is  to  slop  “Palestin- 
ian terrorism.”  But  in  reality,  it  has  been 
Sharon’s  policy  from  the  beginning  to 
provoke  suicide  attacks,  which  have 
killed  dozens  of  innocent  Israeli  civilians. 
Such  attacks  on  civilians,  entirely  crimi- 
nal from  the  viewpoint  of  the  interna- 
tional proletariat,  serve  to  further  drive 
the  Israeli  Hebrew-speaking  population 
into  the  arms  of  the  Zionist  rulers  and 
to  provide  the  pretext  for  even  bloodier 
attacks  on  the  Palestinians  by  the  Zionist 
juggernaut.  Ur  Shlonsky.  an  anti-Zionist 
Israeli  professor,  notes:  "The  human 
bombs  in  the  cafes  and  buses  assure  ever 
broader  and  deeper  support  for  a project 
of  ethnic  cleansing”  {Against  the  Current. 
Seplember/October  2002). 

We  have  warned  in  the  past  that  the 
Zionist  rulers  are  entirely  capable  of  car- 
rying out  massacres  of  the  Palestinians  on 


a truly  genocidal  scale.  And  this 
could  very  well  be  what  they  have  in 
mind,  particularly  as  a U.S,  war 
against  Iraq  thrusts  the  Near  East  into 
total  chaos.  Jordan  has  already  sealed 
its  border  with  the  West  Bank  in 
anticipation  of  a Zionist-induced  Pal- 
estinian exodus.  A London  Review 
of  Books  (3  October)  article  by  Yitz- 
hak Laor  notes:  “If  Blair  and  Bu.sh  go 
to  war  against  Iraq,  then  that  will  be 
the  ’right  lime’  for  the  Israeli  military 
to  expel  the  Palestinians,  or  at  least  a 
portion  of  them.” 

An  urgent  appeal  issued  late  last 
month  by  nearly  100  Israeli  aca- 
demics warns  “that  the  ‘fog  of  war’ 
could  be  exploited  by  the  Israeli 
government  to  commit  further  cnines 
against  the  Palestinian  people,  up 
to  full-fledged  ethnic  cleansing." 
It  notes  how  Israeli  chief  of  staff 
Moshe  Ya’alon.  a self-avowed  "hu- 
manisl,”  described  Palestinians  as  a 
"cancerous  manifestation.”  the  mili- 
tary actions  in  the  Occupied  Territo- 
ries as  “chemotherapy”  and  called 
for  a more  radical  “treatment." 
Sharon  himself  has  backed  (his 
“assessment  of  reality." 

The  overt  advocacy  of  the  forcible 
expulsion  of  Palestinians— euphemis- 
tically called  “transfer"  in  Israel— was 
once  relegated  to  the  fringes  of  the  Israeli 
ultraright.  Today,  however,  it  is  common 
for  politicians  to  rant  about  driving  the 
Palestinians  from  their  homes.  Former 
tourism  minister  Benny  Elon  told  Israel 
public  radio  earlier  this  year:  “We  must 
not  fear  bringing  up  again  the  idea  of  a 
transfer  and  of  open  discussion  of  the  var- 
ious possibilities  that  it  offers.”  The  ultra- 
chauvinist  Moledet  party  has  put  up  bill- 
boards throughout  Tel  Aviv  declaring: 
"Only  transfer  will  bring  peace."  Omi- 
nously, a recent  poll  found  that  46  percent 
of  Israelis  support  the  forcible  expulsion 
of  Palestinians. 

Already,  over  100,000  Palestinians 
have  fled  to  Jordan  since  September 
2001.  Within  the  West  Bank,  thousands 
more  have  been  forcibly  driven  from 
their  villages  and  “relocated”  elsewhere, 
In  Israel,  schemes  abound  for  the  expul- 
sion of  Arab  "citizens”  of  the  Zionist 
slate,  who  constitute  some  20  percent 
of  the  population.  In  an  unprecedented 
move,  the  Israeli  government  revoked  the 
citizenship  of  one  Nahal  Abu  Kishaq  in 
September,  accusing  him  of  being  a 
member  of  Hamas,  It  has  also  threatened 
several  other  Israeli  Arabs  with  the  same. 
In  November  last  year.  Azmi  Bishara,  an 
Arab  member  of  the  Knesset  (parliament) 
had  his  parliamentary  immunity  stripped 
and  now  faces  criminal  charges  based  on 
speeches  he  made  in  Syria  defending  the 
right  of  Palestinians  to  resist  the  Israeli 
occupation. 

The  strangulation  of  Palestinian  lif^ 
is  part  and  parcel  of  a possible  move  to 
drive  them  out.  As  Shlonsky  noted:  "The 
continued  on  page  1 1 

18  OCTOBER  2002 


Israeli  military 
checkpoint  in 
Gaza.  Palestinians 
are  humiliated  and 
terrorized,  denied 
access  to  jobs, 
hospitals,  schools. 
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U.S.  Troops  Out  of  Korea! 

Defend  Nerth  Korea! 


Having  demonized  the  North  Korean 
deformed  workers  state  this  February  as 
part  of  an  “axis  of  evil”  along  with  Iran 
and  Iraq,  the  Bush  administration  is 
now  scrambling  to  deal  with  the 
acknowledgment  by  North  Korea  that  it 
has  a "secret*'  nuclear  weapons  pro- 
gram. The  acknowledgment,  apparently 
made  to  Assistant  Secretary  of  Slate 
James  A.  Kelly  in  a meeting  held  in  the 
North  Korean  capital  of  Pyongyang, 
came  after  Kelly  confronted  North 
Korean  officials  with  U.S.  intelligence 
information  that  such  a program  ex- 


isted. But  Washington's  saber  rattling 
against  North  Korea  is  markedly  differ- 
ent in  tone  than  its  outright  war  threats 
and  provocations  against  Iraq.  After 
meeting  with  NATO  secretary  general 
Lord  Robertson.  George  Bush  had  the 
following  .statement:  "It  is  a troubling 
discovery,  and  it’s  a discovery  that  we 
intend  to  work  with  our  friends  to  deal 
with.  I believe  we  can  do  it  peacefully.” 
The  Bush  administration  accused  the 
North  Korean  regime  of  violating  a 
1994  agreement  to  abandon  the  pro- 
duction of  potentially  weapons-grade 


nuclear  material  in  exchange  for  two 
nuclear  reactors  and  500.000  tons  of 
fuel  oil  a year.  Following  Pyongyang's 
announcement.  Washington  initially 
declared  the  agreement  “dead”  but 
backed  off  after  the  Japanese  and  South 
Korean  governments  refused  to  follow 
its  lead.  In  fact,  it  was  the  U.S.  that 
violated  the  1994  agreement,  including 
by  not  building  the  promised  reactors. 
As  a 25  October  statement  by  the  Pyong- 
yang government  declared,  the  Bush 
administration's  inclusion  of  North 
continued  on  page  2 


Reuters 


Seoul:  South  Koreans  protest  visit 
by  Bush  in  February. 


Statement  of  the  International  Communist  League 


Defend  Iraq  Against  U.S.  and 
Allied  Imperialist  Attack! 


U-A.  -d 

WV  Photo 


October  26:  Revolutionary  Internationalist  Contingents,  organized  by  the  Spartacist 
League/Spartacus  Youth  Clubs,  marched  in  antiwar  protests  in  San  Francisco  (above) 
and  Washington,  O.C. 


The  following  statement  was 
issued  on  October  23. 

U.S.  imperialism  is  leading  the 
world  to  war.  Tens  of  thousands  of 
.American  and  British  troops  are 
getting  positioned  for  a full-scale 
attack  on  Iraq,  while  other  powers 
from  Australia  to  Turkey  elbow 
each  other  for  a role  in  the  slaugh- 
ter and  a share  of  the  loot.  The 
White  House  has  already  revealed 
plans  for  a post-Saddam  Hussein 
military  occupation  of  Iraq.  Look 
at  the  war  chest  of  nuclear  weap- 
ons the  U.S.  has  and  threatens  to 
use  today  and  it’s  clear  that  the  fate 
of  life  on  this  planet  is  threatened 
by  the  continued  existence  of  this 
imperialist  order. 

In  the  war  against  Iraq,  the 
International  Communist  League 
(Fourth  Internationalist)  clearly 
takes  a side:  We  stand  for  the  mili- 
tary defense  of  Iraq  without  giving 
a milligram  of  political  support  to 
the  Saddam  Hussein  regime.  Huss- 
ein is  a bloody  oppressor  of  Iraqi  • 
workers,  leftists.  Shi’ite  Muslims, 
the  Kurdish  people  and  others.  As 
such,  he  was  a close  ally  and 
client  of  U.S.  imperialism  for  two 
decades  before  he  made  a grab  for 
Kuwait  in  1990.  Now  the  U.S.  wants  a 
more  pliant  regime 
and  tighter  control 
of  the  oil  spigot,  not 
least  to  put  econom- 
ic rivals  like  Japan 
and  Germany,  who 


are  more  dependent  on  Near  East  oil,  on 
rations.  With  its  renewed  saber  rattling 
over  North  Korea.  Washington  makes 
clear  that  that  country  will  be  next  on  its 
hit  list  in  the  event  of  an  easy  win  in  Iraq. 
The  fact  that  the  imperialists  have  not 
already  threatened  to  bomb  North  Korea 


in  response  to  news  that  it  may  be  devel- 
oping a nuclear  capability  only  underlines 
that  nuclear  weapons  are  the  sole  guaran- 
tor of  a country’s  sovereignly  in  today’s 
world.  Every  victory  for  the  imperialists 
in  their  predatory  wars  encourages  further 
military  adventures:  every  setback  serves 


to  assist  the  struggles  of  working 
people  and  the  oppressed.  . 

The  colossal  military  advantage 
of  the  United  Stales  against  neoco- 
lonial Iraq — a country  which  has 
already  been  bled  white  through  12 
years  of  UN  sanctions  which  have 
killed  more  than  i.5  million  civil- 
ians— underscores  the  importance 
of  class  struggle  in  the  imperialist 
centers  as  the  chief  means  to  give 
content  to  the  call  to  defend  Iraq. 
Every  strike,  every  labor  mobiliza- 
tion against  war  plans,  every  mass 
protest  against  attacks  on  work- 
ers and  minorities,  every  struggle 
against  domestic  repression  and 
against  attacks  on  civil  liberties 
represents  a dent  in  the  imperialist 
war  drive.  To  put  an  end  to  war 
once  and  for  all,  the  capitalist  sys- 
tem that  breeds  war  must  be  swept 
away  through  a series  of  revolu- 
tions and  the  establishment  of  a 
rational,  planned,  egalitarian  social- 
ist economy  on  a world  scale.  Anti- 
imperialism  abroad  means  class 
.struggle  at  home!  Defend  Iraq 
against  imperialist  attack! 

The  extent  to  which  Washing- 
ton’s allies  in  the  United  Nations, 
especially  Germany,  have  openly 
criticized  the  Bush  administration’s  rabid 
provocations  in  the  Near  East  is  a meas- 
ure of  the  growth  of  tensions  among  the 
imperialist  powers  in  recent  years.  But 
while  objecting  to  the  rudeness  of  an 
American  cowboy  boot  on  their  necks. 

continued  on  page  6 


Down  With  the  UN  Starvation  Blockade! 


North  Korean  leader  Kim  Jong  II  welcomes  Japanese  prime  minister  Koizumi 
to  Pyongyang,  September.  U.S.  and  Japanese  Imperialists  vie  for  domination 
of  East  Asia. 


Korea... 

(continued  from  page  I) 

Korea  in  the  “axis  of  cvil“  and  its  target- 
ing of  the  country  for  a potential  nuclear 
first  strike,  as  outlined  in  the  Pentagon's 
“Nuclear  Posture  Review.”  amounted  to 
“a  clear  declaration  of  war.” 

The  statement  went  on  to  assert  that 
North  Korea  “was  entitled  to  possess  not 
only  nuclear  weapon.s  but  any  type  of 
weapon  more  powerful  than  that,  so  as  to 
defend  its  sovereignty  and  right  to  exis- 
tence from  the  ever-growing  nuclear 
threat  from  the  U.S.”  In  fact,  it  is  pre- 
cisely because  Iraq  does  not  have  any 
nuclear  weapons,  or  even  a si/.able  con- 
ventional arsenal,  that  the  Bush  admin- 
istration threatens  war  against  it  with 
impunity.  A war  against  North  Korea 
could  lead  to  substantial  American  casu- 
alties— and  poses  a serious  risk  to  the 
South  Korean  capital  of  Seoul,  which  is 
only  30  miles  from  the  “demilitarized 
zone”  separating  North  and  South.  Thus, 
the  veneer  of  a more  diplomatic  course. 

Nevertheless,  the  aim  of  America’s  rul- 
ers. whether  of  the  Democratic  or  Repub- 
lican persuasion,  remains  the  overturn  of 
the  bureaucratically  deformed  workers 
states,  mainly  the  People’s  Republic  of 
China  but  also  North  Korea.  Vietnam 
and  Cuba.  North  Korea  accepted  the 
1994  agreement  to  abandon  their  nuclear 


weapons  program  after  Democratic  pres- 
ident Bill  Clinton  moved  stealth  bombers 
into  South  Korea  and  was  prepared  to 
bomb  the  North  Korean  reactor  site  at 
Yongbyon. 

U.S.  imperialism’s  renewed  belliger- 
ence toward  North  Korea  underlines  the 
duly  of  revolutionaries  to  stand  for  the 
unconditional  military  defense  of  the 
North  Korean  deformed  workers  state 
against  imperialist  attack.  Capitalist  rule 
was  overthrown  in  the  northern  half  of 


the  Korean  peninsula  following  liberation 
from  35  years  of  Japanese  colonialism  at 
the  end  of  World  War  II.  as  the  power  of 
the  local  capitalists  and  landowners  was 
broken  under  the  Soviet  military  presence 
and  the  newly  installed  regime  of  Kim  II 
Sung.  In  a failed  attempt  to  reverse  that 
social  revolution  and  the  1949  Chinese 
Revolution,  U.S.  imperialism  devastated 
the  peninsula  in  the  1950-53  Korean  War, 
killing  more  than  three  million  people 
and  obliterating  whole  cities,  including 
Pyongyang.  This  was  in  the  service  of 
maintaining  a precious  military  foothold 
for  American  imperialism  on  the  East 
Asian  mainland  in  the  aftermath  of  the 
victory  of  Mao’s  forces.  Despite  the  rule 
of  a nationalist  Stalinist  bureaucracy,  the 
overthrow  of  capitalism  in  the  North  was 
a historic  defeat  for  imperialism  and  a 
victory  for  the  working  people  of  Asia 
and  the  world. 

It  was  another  Democratic  president. 
Harry  Truman,  who  launched  the  Korean 
War — a “police  action”  carried  out  under 
the  auspices  of  the  United  Nations.  While 
the  U.S.  government  now  rants  about 
“weapons  of  mass  destruction.”  it  was  the 
U.S.  that  burned  people  alive  and  inciner- 
ated whole  towns  in  Korea  through  mas- 
sive napalm  firebombings.  Curtis  LeMay 
— an  Air  Force  general  who  later  became 
infamous  for  vowing  to  bomb  Vietnam 
"back  to  the  Slone  Age” — boasted,  “We 
burned  down  every  town  in  North  Korea 
and  in  South  Korea,  too.”  And  before 
that,  it  was  the  U.S,  imperialists  who  used 
nuclear  bombs  against  the  Japanese  civil- 
ian populations  of  Hiroshima  and  Naga- 
saki in  1945. 

Following  World  War  II.  the  Korean 
peninsula  was  partitioned  between  the 
Democratic  People’s  Republic  of  Korea 
in  the  North  and  the  Republic  of  Korea 
in  the  South,  a capitalist  police  state 
under  American  military  occupation. 
Before  the  outbreak  of  the  Korean  War. 
the  South  was  .swept  by  massive  peasant 
revolts.  And  when  North  Korean  forces 
moved  in  to  reunify  the  country  in  1950. 
they  were  greeted  as  liberators.  The 
South’s  capital.  Seoul,  was  quickly  over- 
run. and  U.S.  forces  .soon  found  them- 
selves clinging  to  the  edge  of  the  penin- 
sula. They  would  have  been  driven  into 
the  sea  had  not  the  Soviet  and  Chinese 
Stalinist  bureaucracies  refused  to  deliver 
necessary  military  supplies  to  North 
Korea’s  army. 

Later,  when  its  forces  were  massively 
replenished,  the  U.S.  Army  approached 
the  Yalu  River,  which  separates  Korea 
from  China,  and  were  faced  by  one  mil- 
lion soldiers  of  the  People’s  Liberation 
Army,  who  had  crossed  the  river  to  de- 
fend China  from  attack.  Again  in  retreat, 
the  U.S.  could  only  achieve  a stalemate 
at  the  48th  parallel  in  what  was  widely 
viewed  as  a defeat  for  U.S.  imperialism 
in  this  first  battle  of  the  Cold  War.  The 
war  ended  in  a “truce,”  and  the  U.S.  has 
refused  to  sign  a peace  treaty  affirming 
North  Korea's  right  to  exist  ever  since, 
maintaining  a massive  military  presence 
in  the  South,  currently  numbering  over 
37.000  troops.  All  U.S.  troops  out  of 
South  Korea  now! 

The  Truman  administration  considered 
nuking  China  and  Korea  but  was  deterred 


On  the  85th  Anniversary  of  the 
Russian  Revolution 

November  7 marks  the  85th  anniversary 
of  the  1917  Russian  Revolution,  the  only 
succe.’isful  proletarian  revolution  to  date. 

Despite  its  degeneration  at  the  hands  of 
the  Stalinist  bureaucracy,  which  ultimately 
resulted  in  capitalist  restoration  in  1991- 
92.  the  Bolshevik  Revolution  wn.v  a world- 
historic  victory  for  working  people  and 
the  oppressed  internationally.  Commemorat- 
ing the  significance  of  the  revolution  as  the 
opening  shot  of  world  socialist  revolution.  Trotskyist  leader  James  P.  Cannon  under- 
lined the  importance  of  sweeping  away  the  capitalist  order  in  the  U.S.,  the  bastion  of 
world  imperialism.  The  Spartacist  League  is  committed  to  the  task  of  building  a work- 
ers party  of  the  Bolshevik  type,  the  necessary  instrument  to  lead  the  multiracial  work- 
ing class  to  power  in  the  U.S. 

The  Russian  revolution  of  November  1917  showed  the  workers  of  the  whole  world 
the  way  to  power,  to  the  overthrow  of  the  capitalist  property  system,  to  the  reorgani- 
zation of  economy  on  a rational  basis.  There  is  no  other  way  to  save  mankind  on  an 
international  scale  than  the  Russian  way.  From  that  point  of  view  we  salute  the  great 
revolution  tonight,  as  the  initiator  and  inspirer  of  greater  things  to  come.  Therein  lies  its 
greatest  significance. 

If  we  view  the  Russian  revolution  in  the  right  perspective  we  must  see  it  for  what  it 
really  was:  an  international  action  of  the  working  class,  started  in  a backward  country, 
the  most  backward  country  of  the  great  powers,  tsarist  Russia;  and  destined  to  be  con- 
cluded in  the  most  advanced  and  powerful  country,  the  United  Stales  of  America.  That 
which  was  begun  in  the  domain  of  the  tsars  will  be  finished  in  the  domain  of  the  Amer- 
ican monopolists.  And  regardless  of  victories  or  defeats  in  one  country  or  another,  or 
even  one  continent  or  another,  the  central  issue  of  our  epoch — capitalism  or  socialism — 
will  not  be  finally  decided  until  it  is  decided  in  the  United  States  of  America.  [...] 

Just  as  the  Russian  Bolsheviks  gave  us  the  model  of  a victorious  revolution,  .so  also 
they  gave  us  the  model  of  a parly  fit  to  lead  and  organize  the  revolution.  If  we  lake  the 
Russian  Bolshevik  party  for  our  model — and  there  is  no  other  model  worth  even  talking 
about — this  means  a parly  that  is  orthodox  Marxist  in  its  theory,  that  is  firm  in  princi- 
ple. and  strong  in  its  unity  and  its  discipline,  Only  such  a party  is  fit  to  organize  and 
lead  a revolution. 

— James  P.  Cannon.  “The  Russian  Revolution — Twenty-eight  Years  After” 

(4  November  1945).  reprinted  in  The  Struggle  for  Socialism  in  the 
“American  Century”  (1977) 
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by  Soviet  military  might,  including  its 
newly  developed  nuclear  arsenal.  Had  the 
Soviet  Union  not  possessed  a nuclear 
arsenal  capable  of  deterring  U.S.  impe- 
riali.sm.  China  and  Korea  would  be  irra- 
diated rubble,  and  there  would  have 
been  no  Cuban  or  Vietnamese  revolu- 
tions. The  international  working  class 
must  defend  the  right  of  the  deformed 
workers  states  to  have  nuclear  weapons  to 
defend  themselves  against  the  imperialist 
war  criminals. 

U.S.  Plans  for  World  Domination; 
Deranged  and  Deadly 

It  is  not  simply  difficult  but  impos- 
sible for  any  country  to  permanently  and 
totally  dominate  a world  composed  of 
imperialist  and  other  nation-states  whose 
fundamental  interests  are  based  on  the 
aspirations  of  each  state’s  capitalist  rul- 
ers, interests  that  only  episodically  coin- 
cide with  those  of  other  states.  In  the  era 
of  nuclear  power,  however,  it  is  unfortu- 
nately possible  to  destroy  the  world. 
Thus,  Bush’s  openly  expressed  plan  for 
complete  world  domination  is  both  de- 
ranged and  deadly  dangerous.  The  mad- 
ness lies  not  simply  in  this  unusually 
war-crazed  administration  but  in  the 
workings  of  the  decaying  imperialist 
order  that  sets  one  power  against  another 
in  competition  for  arenas  of  capitalist 
domination.  Two  world  wars,  millions 
upon  millions  of  corpses,  give  testimony 
that  the  imperialists’  rational  judgment 
quickly  retreats  before  the  anarchic  con- 
ditions of  capitalist  exploitation  and 
profit  realization. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Kelly’s 
visit  to  Pyongyang  was  inspired  by  U.S. 
imperialism’s  desire  to  throw  a monkey 
wrench  into  ongoing  moves  toward  rap- 
prochement between  North  and  South 
Korea.  Increased  links  between  these  two 
countries  are  seen  as  a threat  to  the  con- 
tinued presence  of  American  troops  in 
the  South,  where  there  is  substantial  and 
growing  hostility  to  the  continued  semi- 
occupation.  Kelly’s  visit  also  came  just 
one  month  after  Japan's  prime  minister. 
Junichiro  Koizumi,  went  to  Pyongyang 
and  offered  substantial  economic  assis- 
tance to  North  Korea — this  without  U.S. 
approval.  Japan  and  South  Korea  are 
currently  attempting  to  expand  econom- 
ically into  North  Korea,  and  Japanese 
imperialism  is  seeking  to  reassert  its 
domination  and  influence,  as  against  that 
of  the  U.S.,  over  its  former  colony  in 
the  Korean  peninsula.  To  be  sure,  all 
parties  are  “shocked,  shocked”  by  North 
Korea’s  admission  of  a nuclear  pro- 
gram, hoping  to  gain  advantage  in  subse- 
quent negotiations  with  the  North,  But 
no  less  are  these  capitalist  governments 
committed  to  continued  efforts  aimed  at 
counterrevolution  in  North  Korea.  As 
our  comrades  of  the  Spartacist  Group 
Japan  wrote  in  Spartacist  [JapanI  No.  26 
(September  2002): 

“The  common  hostility  of  Japan  and 
the  U.S.  toward  the  Chinese  and  North 
Korean  deformed  workers  states  does  noi 
moderate  the  rivalry  between  these  two 
imperialist  powers,  but  instead  serves 
as  an  arena  for  its  intensification-  While 
North  Korea  and  China  are  the  immediate 
targets  of  Japan’s  military  buildup,  Japa- 
nese imperialism  is  also  intent  on  defend- 
ing its  spheres  of  influence  and  interests 
against  all  threats  and  competitors,  in- 
cluding American  imperialism." 

Until  the  1 99 1 -92  counterrevolution 

that  destroyed  the  Soviet  Union,  the  vast 
Soviet  military  arsenal  gave  pause  to  the 
American  imperialists.  But  in  the  past 
decade,  the  conflict  in  interests  among 
the  imperialist  powers,  no  longer  united 
in  common  hostility  to  the  Soviet  degen- 
erated workers  stale,  has  come  increas- 
ingly to  the  fore.  In  the  last  decade,  the 
U.S.  has  used  its  economic  and  miliittry 
might  to  impose  its  interests  as  against 
those  of  its  imperialist  competitors  in 
West  Europe  and  Japan.  The  qualitative 
imbalance  in  military  capability  will  not 
persist  forever. 

Japan's  imperialist  rulers  have  used  the 
North  Korean  “revelation”  to  press  more 
urgently  for  the  development  of  nucle^if 
weapons.  A leading  Japanese  government 
spokesman  stated  in  April  that  Japan  pos- 
sesses enough  plutonium  to  manufacture 
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Our  comrade  Cory  Pearson  died  on 
Ociober  16.  eleven  days  after  suffering 
a heart  attack  from  which  he  never 
regained  consciousness.  Cory  was  54 
years  old.  We  extend  our  condolences 
to  Cory's  comrade  and  wife  of  20 
years,  Ellen,  to  his  brother  and  three 
sisters,  and  to  his  many  comrades  and 
friends  around  the  world. 

Growing  up  in  a Southern  family 
amid  the  turbulent  civil  rights  move- 
ment. Cory  was  driven  by  an  abiding 
interest  in  the  history  of  black  struggle. 

He  was  drawn  into  campus  radicalism 
while  an  engineering  student  at  Cornell 
University  in  the  late  1960s.  especially 
affected  by  the  militant  black  student 
occupation  there  in  1968.  Cory  joined 
the  Revolutionary  Communist  Youth, 
the  Spartacist  League  youth  group  at 
the  time,  in  the  summer  of  1973  and 
became  a member  of  the  SL  the  follow- 
ing spring.  Won  to  Trotskyism  while 
working  in  Washington.  D.C..  where  we 
had  no  branch,  Cory  moved  to  New 
York  City  in  order  to  be  an  active 
member  of  the  organization.  A few 
years  later.  Cory  got  a job  as  a phone 
worker.  He  was  a member  of  Communi- 
cations Workers  Locals  1150  and  1101 
for  more  than  20  years. 

Throughout  his  life  as  a party  mem- 
ber, Cory  worked  with  Workers  Van- 
guard in  one  capacity  or  another,  for 
many  years  as  our  chief  photographer 
and  member  of  the  production  depart- 
ment and  more  recently  in  the  circula- 
tion department.  Whatever  he  under- 
took was  carried  out  with  a keen  sense 
of  professional  standards  and  of  Lenin's 
injunction  that  the  pre.ss  is  the  scaffold- 
ing of  a communist  organization.  The 
day  before  his  heart  attack.  Cory  was 
continuing  his  efforts  to  get  our  press 
into  more  bookstores  in  the  U.S.  and 
internationally,  and  he  had  recently 
completed  a new.  updated  list  of  litera- 
ture available  from  the  International  Communist 
League. 

Among  the  many  pictures  Cory  took  for  Workers 
Vanguard  over  the  years,  he  was  particularly  proud 
of  a 1977  photo  of  striking  coal  miners  in  Steams. 
Kentucky  with  a hand-lettered  sign  reading.  "Warn- 
ing: The  Stearns  Miners  Have  Determined  That 
Scabbing  Is  Dangerous  to  Your  Health."  Seven  years 
later,  a picket  at  the  Phelps  Dodge  copper  strike 


in  Arizona  saw  Cory's  photo  and  hand-lettered  a 
similar  sign. 

Cory  used  his  considerable  skills  not  only  to 
get  the  one  picture  in  any  situation  that  would  most 
effectively  illustrate  our  politics,  but  to  build  up  a 
professional  photo  apparatus  and  to  train  other 
comrades.  He  organized  a darkroom,  first  in  his 
own  apartment  and  then  in  the  party  headquarters. 
He  spent  many  hours  talking  or  writing  to  com- 


rades about  how  to  improve  their 
photos  and  visited  other  locals  and 
national  sections  of  the  International 
Communist  League  when  he  could. 
Others  have  been  trained  by  Cory  indi- 
rectly. through  the  pamphlet  Political 
Photo  Journalism  which  he  wrote  in 
the  mid  1970s.  A comrade  currently  in 
the  Spartakist  Workers  Party  of  Ger- 
many recalls  how  Cory  "wove  the  nec- 
essary technical  information  into  the 
purpose  of  our  photography.  He  wrote. 
‘Remember,  you  will  be  documenting 
the  revolution.*...  And  these  words 
echoed  in  my  head  more  than  once  in 
difficult  situations,  especially  during 
the  political  revolution  in  the  DDR." 
the  former  East  Germany,  in  1989-90. 

Those  who  worked  with  Cory  even 
briefiy  remember  his  infectious  enthu- 
siasm, his  generosity  and  his  wide, 
eclectic  range  of  interests.  Cory  was 
equally  at  ease  talking  about  polilic.s, 
nature  photography,  art  or  music.  Over 
the  years,  he  amassed  an  impressive 
collection  of  jazz  recordings,  including 
old  reel-to-reel  tapes,  and  photographs 
he  had  taken  of  jazz  artists  and  other 
entertainers.  But  it  was  concern  for  his 
comrades  that  had  first  claim  on  what 
time  and  energy  Cory  had  aside  from 
carrying  out  his  political  work.  For 
many  years,  he  took  on  the  job  of  "con- 
cessions commissar"  in  the  press  pro- 
duction department,  ensuring  that  com- 
rades who  often  had  to  work  late  into 
the  night  would  have  their  favorite 
drink  or  brand  of  cigarettes  available. 
He  also  spent  many  hours  taping 
movies,  especially  those  of  political 
and  historical  interest,  for  the  informal 
video  lending  library  he  organized  for 
comrades’  use. 

As  an  Australian  comrade  remarked 
after  Cory’s  death.  “He  was  a talented 
pholojoumalisl  who  put  his  art  to  the 
service  of  the  greatest  cause."  Cory 
will  be  remembered  by  all  who  knew  him.  and 
he  will  be  remembered  as  well  through  his  photo- 
graphs and  through  the  many  younger  comrades  he 
helped  train  to  become,  like  him,  devoted  and  pro- 
fessional party  workers. 

Those  who  wish  to  join  Cory’s  family  and 
friends  in  remembering  his  life  at  a memorial 
meeting  to  be  held  in  New  York  City  on  November 
16  should  call  (212)  732-7861. 


3.000  to  4,000  nuclear  warheads  in  a mat- 
ter of  months.  Now  the  Koizumi  govern- 
ment is  using  North  Korea’s  admission 
of  the  bizarre  and  senseless  kidnapping 
of  Japanese  citizens  to  whip  up  an  anti- 
communist, chauvinist  hysteria  among 
the  Japanese  population,  which  has  also 
set  the  basis  for  further  repression  of  the 
ethnic  Korean  minority  in  Japan.  As  our 
comrades  in  Japan  wrote:  "The  endless 
stories  about  abducted  Japanese  and  de- 
mands that  North  Korea  open  its  country 
for  nuclear  inspection  are  propaganda 
campaigns  designed  to  erase  Japanese 
imperialism’s  crimes  before  and  during 
World  War  II  and  are  intended  to  portray 
Japan — the  second  most  powerful  im- 
perialist country  in  the  world — as  the 
1 victim." 

For  Revolutionary 
! Reunification  of  Korea! 

' The  North  Korean  government  is  cur- 
'rently  demanding  as  the  price  for  the 
cessation  of  its  nuclear  arms  program 
!ihat  the  U.S.  recognize  North  Korea’s 
sovereignty,  end  the  economic  embargo 
and  sign  a non-aggression  pact.  If 
obtained,  such  a pact  would  be  worth  less 
lhan  the  paper  on  which  it  was  written. 
Stalin’s  non-aggression  pact  with  German 
imperialism  in  1939  certainly  did  not  pre- 
''cni  Hitler’s  Nazis  from  invading  the 
Soviet  Union  two  years  later.  Today. 
Chinese  president  Jiang  Zemin  echoes 
ihc  imperialists’  demands  for  a "nuclear- 
free"  Korean  peninsula.  Such  criminal 
I appeasement,  by  denying  North  Korea 

I *he  right  to  defend  itself  by  acquiring 
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nuclear  weapons,  simply  emboldens  the 
rapacious  U.S.  imperialists  in  their  drive 
to  foment  counterrevolution  in  China 
itself. 

Fundamentally,  the  defense  of  those 
states  where  capitalism  has  been  over- 
thrown requires  the  extension  of  proletar- 
ian rule  to  the  advanced  capitalist  coun- 
tries. Yet  it  is  this  perspective  that  is  not 
only  alien  but  anathema  to  the  nationalist 
bureaucratic  castes  that  rule  in  North 
Korea  and  China.  The  cultist,  nepotistic 
Stalinist  regime  of  Kim  Jong  II,  who  suc- 
ceeded his  father  Kim  II  Sung,  under- 
mines the  defense  of  the  North  Korean 
workers  state.  Its  appeals  to  Korean 
nationalism  are  rooted  in  the  Stalinist  lie 


that  socialism — a classless,  egalitarian 
society  based  on  material  abundance — 
can  be  built  in  one  country,  or  even  half 
of  one.  This  nationalist  dogma  is  counter- 
posed  to  a perspective  for  international 
socialist  revolution,  and  particularly  to 
any  struggle  for  workers  revolution 
against  the  South  Korean  bourgeoisie. 
The  North  Korean  Stalinists  have  long 
called  for  "peaceful  reunification"  with 
the  South — a recipe  for  reunification  on 
the  basis  of  capitalist  wage  slavery  and 
annexation  of  the  North  by  the  chaebol, 
the  huge  industrial  conglomerates  that 
control  the  South  Korean  economy. 

The  Stalinist  bureaucrats  in  Pyongyang 
and  Beijing  fear  that  socialist  revolution 


Spartacist  Group 
Japan  at  April  1996 
protest  against  U.S.- 
Japan  military 
alliance.  Signs  at 
center  read:  "For  the 
Right  of  Nuclear  and 
Military  Testing  for 
Chinese  Workers 
State!"  and  "Not  One 
Man.  Not  One  Yen 
to  Imperialist 
Japanese  Military!" 


in  South  Korea  and  Japan  would  quickly 
inspire  proletarian  political  revolutions 
that  would  result  in  their  forced  evacua- 
tion from  their  positions  of  privilege  and 
power.  Likewise,  a political  revolution  in 
China  or  North  Korea  would  have  an 
enormous  impact  on  the  workers  of  South 
Korea  and  Japan,  the  industrial  power- 
house of  Asia.  It  would  also  inspire  the 
workers  of  Russia  and  the  other  former 
Soviet  republics,  which  have  been  devas- 
tated by  ten  years  of  counterrevolution. 
As  was  the  ca.se  in  the  Soviet  Union  and 
East  Europe,  leading  elements  of  the  rul- 
ing Stalinist  bureaucracies  look  to  the 
introduction  of  capitalist  exploitation  and 
to  imperialist  tolerance  and  support  to 
increase  their  wealth  and  privileges.  And 
as  was  shown  in  the  USSR  and  the 
deformed  workers  states  of  East  Europe, 
this  path  opens  the  road  to  counterrevolu- 
tion. with  its  accompanying  societal  dev- 
astation. For  revolutionary  reunification 
of  Korea  through  socialist  revolution  in 
the  South  and  workers  political  revolu- 
tion in  the  North! 

What  is  needed  above  all  is  the  forg- 
ing of  internationalist  proletarian  parties 
around  the  world.  Our  comrades  of  the 
Spartacist  Group  Japan  are  committed  to 
the  struggle  to  forge  a Leninist  vanguard 
party  to  lead  the  fight  for  proletarian  rev- 
olution in  Japan.  For  our  part,  the  Sparta- 
cist League/U.S.  fights  to  build  a revolu- 
tionary workers  party — part  of  a reforged 
Fourth  International — that  can  lead  the 
multiracial  proletariat  in  socialist  revolu- 
tion to  sweep  away  U.S.  imperialism,  the 
most  dangerous  force  on  the  planet.  ■ 
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Women  and  Revolution  ^ 


Action  Press 


Philippine  president  Arroyo  inspecting  troops  after  crackdown  against  plebeian  protesters  in  May  2001.  Manila  slum  epitomizes  wretched  state  of  masses, 


Arroyo  Regime  Bans  “Morning  After”  Piil 


Church  and  State  vs. 
Women  in  the  Philippines 


For  Free  Abortion  on  Demand! 


Contraception  and  recent  legislation 
to  establish  a reproductive  health  care 
program  for  women  and  teens  in  the  Phil- 
ippines have  come  under  scathing  at- 
tack by  the  bourgeoisie  led  by  the  right- 
wing  government  of  President  Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo  and  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic church.  The  Arroyo  government, 
which  was  installed  in  a "People  Power” 
coup  in  January  2001  by  the  bourgeoisie 
centered  on  the  Makati  Business  Club, 
the  military  and  the  powerful  Catho- 
lic hierarchy — with  the  backing  of  the 
Stalinist  and  social-democratic  left — 
recently  banned  Postinor,  a brand  of 
“morning  after”  oral  contraceptive  pill  on 
the  grounds  that  it  violated  the  country’s 
draconian  anti-abortion  laws.  This  sets 
the  stage  for  further  assaults  by  the  Phil- 
ippine bourgeoisie  on  the  severely  limited 
access  to  birth  control,  reinforcing  the 
horrible  oppression  of  women  in  the 
country. 

In  this  80  percent  Catholic  country,  the 
woman  question  is  a central  and  explo- 
sive issue.  The  1987  constitution  includes 
one  of  the  most  severe  anti-abortion  laws 
in  the  world,  and  when  the  Philippine 
bourgeoisie  re-introduced  capital  punish- 
ment in  the  midst  of  an  “anti-sex  crime” 
crusade  in  the  late  1990s,  a new  anti- 
abortion law  meting  out  the  death  pen- 
ally— to  both  the  woman  and  the  doctor 
— was  also  proposed.  Capital  punish- 
ment. which  was  temporarily  suspended 


as  a result  of  opposition  from  abolition- 
ists and  civil  libertarians,  has  received 
the  green  light  from  Arroyo,  whose  gov- 
ernment is  also  seeking  the  death  penalty 
for  those  it  deems  “terrorists."  Legalize 
Postinor!  Free  abortion  on  demand! 
Abolish  the  death  penalty! 

Arroyo’s  identification  with  the  church 
is  no  surprise.  Besides  being  a faithful 
lackey  of  U.S.  imperialism  and  an  ad- 
mirer of  former  right-wing  British  prime 
minister  Margaret  Thatcher.  Arroyo  also 
declared  when  she  was  a senatorial  can- 
didate: ”My  position  (on  family  planning) 
is  the  position  of  the  Church.”  Shortly 
after  ousting  from  power  capitalist  politi- 
cian Joseph  "Erap”  Estrada,  a self-styled 
“man  of  the  masses”  whose  downfall  was 
sparked  by  charges  of  “immorality”  and 
corruption,  among  Arroyo’s  first  moves 
was  to  ban  a film  exposing  the  horrid 
conditions  faced  by  the  country’s  sex 
workers. 

The  right-wing  attacks  on  women’s 
rights  come  in  the  context  of  a growing 
leftist  movement,  seething  anger  over 
capitalist  austerity  and  the  threatened  dis- 
placement of  thousands  of  Filipino  work- 
ers in  the  Near  East  that  could  result  from 
the  invasion  of  Iraq  by  the  United  States, 
the  former  colonial  power  in  the  Philip- 


pines. The  campaign  to  impose  social 
regimentation  and  conformity  is  justified 
as  pari  of  Arroyo’s  crusade  to  establish 
a "strong  republic”  founded  on  private 
property,  anti-communism  and  “family 
values.”  These  positions  have  served  to 
embolden  the  Catholic  church,  who.se 
social  weight  has  grown  considerably 
since  its  key  role  in  the  first  “People 
Power”  revolt  which  overthrew  the  blood- 
soaked  dictatorship  of  Ferdinand  Marcos 
in  1986. 

It  was  in  the  1990s  that  the  church 
mobilized  a million  of  its  followers  in 
opposition  to  the  family  planning  pro- 
gram pushed  by  the  administration  then 
headed  by  President  Fidel  V.  Ramos,  a 
Protestant.  And.  backed  by  a host  of  “pro- 
family.  pro-life”  groups,  the  powerful 
Catholic  Bishops  Conference  of  the  Phil- 
ippines has  been  able  to  shoot  down  bills 
aimed  at  legalizing  divorce  and  same-sex 
marriages.  Such  moves  by  the  church  are 
aimed  at  bolstering  and  strengthening 
the  hold  of  the  bourgeois  family,  the 
key  institution  for  women's  oppression 
and  the  main  instrument  for  social  control 
in  capitalist  society.  Women’s  oppression 
is  compounded  by  religious  backward- 
ness— whether  Catholic,  Muslim  or  any 
other — which  teaches  women  that  their 
“natural  place”  is  at  home  slaving  over 
the  stove  and  laundry  and  being  sexually 
available  in  the  bedroom,  while  denied 
the  choice  of  when,  whether  or  how  many 
children  they  would  like  to  bear. 

Currently,  the  church  is  targeting  the 
proposed  limited-scope  Reproductive 
Health  Care  Act.  which  was  endorsed 
by  conservative  Senator  Rodolfo  Biazon. 
a former  commander  of  the  Philippine 
Marines.  The  bill  merely  seeks  to  provide 
birth  control  information  to  women.  But 
in  the  Philippines,  where  sex  education 
is  not  mandatory  in  schools  and  where 
“sex  education”  programs  and  literature 
mainly  teach  “chastity”  and  abstinence, 
even  minimal  reforms  are  a welcome 
departure  from  the  prevailing  stifling 
priest-ridden  atmosphere  and  are  thus 
viewed  as  a grave  threat  to  social  order  by 
the  bourgeoisie.  Religious  leaders  have 


branded  the  bill’s  authors  “adulterers, 
fornicators  and  terrorists."  Flouting  the 
constitutional  separation  of  church  and 
state,  the  Catholic  hierarchy  has  publicly 
warned  politicians  against  supporting 
contraception,  threatening  to  campaign 
against  them  in  the  2004  elections.  Hence, 
only  three  out  of  24  senators  and  60  out  of 
216  Lower  House  members  have  signed 
the  proposed  bill. 

Fight  for  Women’s  Rights! 

The  feminist  group  Likhaan  says  that 
the  Philippines  has  2.6  million  pregnan- 
cies each  year,  more  than  half  of  which 
are  "unintended,  forced,  and  unwanted. 
About  4.000  of  these  end  up  in  the  death 
of  mothers  due  to  complications  in  preg- 
nancy and  childbirth,  including  from 
botched  abortions.  A safe  and  simple 
medical  procedure  when  carried  out  pro- 
fessionally, abortion  can  become  deadly 
when  driven  underground.  By  conserva- 
tive estimates.  800,000  abortions  are  per- 
formed in  the  country;  at  least  80.000 
women,  according  to  the  Population 
Commission,  have  been  hospitalized  as  a 
result  of  botched  abortions.  The  survey 
also  found  that  the  use  of  contraception, 
which  is  banned  by  the  Catholic  church, 
fell  to  47  percent  among  Filipino  women 
in  2001,  compared  to  49  percent  in 

In  1999.  religious  reaciionancs  cam- 
paigned to  discourage  pregnant  women 
from  receiving  tetanus  injections  by  rais- 
ing the  bogey  that  the  vaccine  caused 
miscarriages.  Apparently  having  scared 
mothers  away  from  the  tetanus  injections, 
the  campaign  also  succeeded  in  keeping 
children  away  from  health  centers  for 
their  regular  immunization.  This  resuite 
a year  later  in  the  dramatic  rise  in  the 
number  of  children  getting  sick  with.  i 
not  dying  from,  measles. 

The  reactionary  partnership  of  ‘ ^ 
church  and  the  bourgeois  state  comes  m 
the  fore  in  the  latest  wave  of  budget 
for  public  health  and  social  serviees> 
combined  with  moral  terrorism  and  timi|^ 
cial  pressure  by  the  clergy.  Besides  i 
government  ban  on  Postinor,  the 
has  successfully  forced  the  owners  of  t 
7-11  convenience  stores  in  the 
pines  to  stop  condom  sales  and 
some  harangay  (village)  public  hea 
centers  from  dispensing  free  oral  contr 
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ccptivc  pills  to  working  women  and  ihe 
poor.  In  central  Philippines,  the  clergy 
have  torn  down  posters  advertising  con- 
traceptives and  in  Iloilo  City  threatened 
{0  withdraw  the  lease  on  several  depart- 
ment stores,  including  the  ShoeMari  and 
Gaisano  chains,  if  they  continued  to  sell 
condoms  openly.  This  campaign  of  relig- 
ious backwardness  brings  to  mind  the  3.S0 
years  when  the  archipelago,  then  a pos- 
session of  the  Most  Catholic  Majesties  of 
Spain,  was  under  the  sway  of  the  friars. 

The  United  Stales  Agency  for  Interna- 
tional Development  (USAID),  which  for 
eleven  years  provided  technical  assis- 
tance and  supplies  to  support  birth  con- 
irol  in  the  Philippines,  decided  in  Sep- 
tember to  discontinue  support  for  the 
■ocurement  of  condom  shipments.  This 
^despite  increasing  concerns  by  interna- 
tional health  agencies  over  the  rise  of 
HIV/AIDS  and  other  sexually  transmit- 
ted diseases  in  the  Philippines.  USAID’s 
decision  is  part  of  the  U.S.  government’s 
current  policy  of  cutting  funding  to 
any  overseas  organization  that  provides 
family  planning  and  abortion  services. 
USAID  supplies  of  oral  contraceptives 
will  be  discontinued  in  2003,  and  the 
country  has  enough  stocks  to  last  only 
until  September  2004.  During  a recent 
action  at  the  U.S.  embassy  in  Manila, 
protesters  fired  five  condom-tipped  sky- 
rockets at  the  embassy  grounds  in  out- 
rage at  the  implementation  of  the  gag 
order  by  the  Bush  administration. 

All  this  is  happening  as  the  U.S.  im- 
perialist rulers  continue  to  maintain  hun- 
dreds of  elite  special  forces  troops  and 


thing  to  a permanent  job.  Twelve-hour 
shifts  in  heavily  guarded  factories,  which 
are  little  more  than  sweatshops,  are  not 
uncommon.  Childcare  and  health  serv- 
ices are  unheard  of.  and  women  are  still 
fired  if  found  to  be  pregnant  so  that 
the  capitalist  bosses  can  avoid  paying 
maternity  benefits.  What  little  union 
rights  and  benefits  workers  enjoy — both 
men  and  women — are  precious  fruits 
wrested  in  militant  struggle  against  the 
capitalists,  often  involving  bloody  con- 
frontations with  company  goons  and  the 
state. 

The  capitalist  state  is  not  a neutral 
agency  that  can  be  pressured  to  act  in  the 
interest  of  the  masses.  Consisting  at  its 
core  of  the  cops,  courts,  prisons  and  the 
army — armed  bodies  of  men — the  capi- 
talist state  is  the  instrument  of  bourgeois 
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American  troops  deployed  In  the  Philippines  as  part  of  U.S.  imperialism  s 
“war  on  terror." 


advisers  in  the  country,  while  funneling 
tons  of  war  materiel  aimed  at  improving 
the  Philippine  bourgeoisie’s  arsenal  of 
stale  repression.  Under  the  cover  of  the 
"global  war  on  terror."  over  100  U.S. 
troops  have  joined  units  of  the  Philippine 
Army  in  its  bloody  pursuit  of  secession- 
ists in  the  historically  Muslim  southern 
island  of  Mindanao.  We  say:  Philippine 
troops  out  of  Mindanao!  V.S.  troops  out 
of  Mindanao  and  all  the  Philippines! 

Class  Collaboration  Betrays 
Workers,  Women 
The  brutal  experience  under  govern- 
ments headed  by  two  women  presi- 
dents— the  hacendera  (landlord)  Corazon 
C.  Aquino  and  Gloria  Macapagal-Arroyo, 
the  daughter  of  a former  Philippine  pres- 
ident— should  disabuse  young  Filipino 
leftists  and  fighters  for  women’s  rights  of 
any  illusions  that  installing  a woman  at 
the  helm  of  the  capitalist  state  repre- 
sents a major  conquest  for  the  oppressed. 
In  the  years  since  Aquino  came  to  power 
in  the  "People  Power"  revolt  in  1986.  pro- 
letarian women  have  continued  to  face 
hellish  conditions  in  the  factories  and 
plants.  Women  form  the  vast  majority  of 
workers  in  the  garment,  textile  and  semi- 
conductor industries,  and  these  women 
arc  overwhelmingly  young.  In  this  coun- 
try, where  more  than  half  the  popula- 
tion is  below  30  years  of  age.  a woman 
of  25  is  considered  beyond  her  prime  tor 
work  on  the  assembly  lines,  and  "six- 
ntonih  work  contracts"  are  the  closest 


rule.  It  exists  to  impose  and  defend  the 
"rights”  of  the  capitalists  to  squeeze 
profits  from  the  exploitation  of  the  work- 
ing class.  The  capitalist  state  is  an  instru- 
ment of  repression  against  the  working 
class  and  the  oppressed  and  must  be 
swept  away  through  socialist  revolution 
and  replaced  with  a workers  state. 

In  the  Philippines,  working  women  suf- 
fer horribly  under  a triple  burden  of 
oppression:  as  women,  as  members  of  the 
working  class,  and  as  people  in  a semi- 
colony chiefly  oppressed  by  U.S.  imperi- 
alism. To  even  begin  to  lay  the  material 
basis  for  the  emancipation  of  women  from 
domestic  slavery  and  all-sided  oppression 
requires  the  revolutionary  overthrow  of 
the  capitalist  order  through  workers  revo- 
lution. and  the  extension  of  the  revolution 
internationally.  This  requires  above  all  the 
construction  of  a Marxist  workers  party 
that  fights  for  the  political  independence 
of  the  working  class  from  all  parties  and 
agencies  of  the  capitalist  class. 

This  perspective  is  counterposed  to  the 
Menshevik/Stalinist  dogma  of  "two-stage 
revolution"  put  forward  by  the  Commu- 
nist Parly  of  the  Philippines  (CPP)  led 
by  Jose  Maria  Sison  and  the  Socialist 
Party  of  Labor  (SPP)— co-thinkers  of  the 
Australian  Democratic  Socialist  Parly — 
which  recently  dissolved  into  the  Philip- 
pine Workers  Party  (PMP)  founded  by  the 
assassinated  leftist  labor  leader  Popoy 
Lagman. 

By  openly  aligning  themselves  with 
the  Catholic  church,  the  Sisonite  CPP 
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mobilized  women  workers,  urban  poor 
and  youth  to  propel  the  reactionary 
Arroyo  regime  to  power.  At  the  time,  the 
Si.soniies  hailed  the  "People  Power  2" 
coup  as  a "victory  for  the  people"  (see 
"For  Workers  Revolution  in  the  Philip- 
pines!" WV  No.  763.  31  August  2001). 
The  Sisonite  electoral  party  Bayan  Muna 
even  campaigned  for  Arroyo’.s  senatorial 
ticket  in  last  year’s  elections  and  were 
reluctant  to  oppose  her  government  until 
Arroyo’.s  military  and  anti-communist 
death  squads  carried  out  the  murderous 
rampage  against  the  Sisonites  which  has 
claimed  the  lives  of  at  least  23  leaders  and 
supporters. 

Unlike  the  Sisonites  and  other  inhabi- 
tants of  the  fake-left  swamp,  who  treat 
women  as  just  another  sector  to  mobilize 
in  a popular  front  with  the  “progressive” 
wing  of  the  capitalist  class,  we  adhere 
to  the  Leninist  position  that  the  van- 
guard parly  must  be  the  tribune  of  all 
the  people  in  the  fight  for  socialist  rev- 
olution. Unlike  most  of  the  Philippine 
fake  left,  which  considers  women’s 
oppression  to  be  the  exclusive  concern  of 
women,  we  as  Marxists  hold  that  it  is  a 
social  question  that  must  be  addressed  by 
the  entire  working  class — men  included. 
Abortion,  in  particular,  is  not  a "petty- 
bourgeois"  or  "Western"  notion  that  has 
no  place  in  the  Filipino  workers  move- 
ment. The  right  to  abortion  is  a very 
real  life  and  death  question  in  the  Phil- 
ippines, where  unmarried  mothers  face 
a lifetime  of  social  stigma  and  desper- 
ate poverty. 

Women’s  groups  like  GABRIELA. 
which  is  influenced  by  the  Sisonites.  have 
not  adequately  addressed  the  abortion 
question  in  the  Philippines.  This  is  not 
simply  because  the  leadership  of  GABRI- 
ELA and  the  like  includes  members  of  the 
religious  orders,  but  even  more  because 
their  program  stands  opposed  to  socialist 
revolution.  Denying  that  the  fight  for 
emancipation  of  women  could  be  a pow- 
erful motor  force  for  socialist  revolu- 
tion. GABRlELA’s  predecessor.  MAKI- 
BAKA  (the  CPP’s  first  women’s  group, 
founded  in  1971),  subordinated  the  fight 
for  women’s  liberation  to  the  two-stage 
"national-democratic”  struggle  in  alliance 


with  the  "progressive"  wing  of  the  bour- 
geoisie. They  wrote:  "Filipino  women 
cannot  work  for  their  total  liberation 
unless  the  Filipino  nation  is  first  liberated 
from  the  clutches  of  U.S.  imperialism, 
feudalism  and  bureaucratic  capitalism" 
(Liberation.  November-December  1988). 
Toda)'.  capitulation  to  religious  morality 
and  the  refusal  to  challenge  the  institution 
of  the  bourgeois  family  are  demonstra- 
tions of  GABRlELA's  loyalty  to  their 
“own”  bourgeoisie. 

For  their  part,  the  Sisonites  have  balked 
at  openly  calling  for  free  abortion  (substi- 
tuting at  different  times  the  vague  lib- 
eral call  for  "choice”  or  “reproductive 
rights")  and  abstained  on  the  question 
of  divorce  (which  is  even  championed 
by  the  Democratic  Socialist  Women,  the 
women's  group  of  the  right-wing  social- 
democratic  PDSP)  and  on  democratic 
rights  for  homosexuals  (a  matter  the  Sis- 
onites have  relegated  to  their  fellow  trav- 
elers). The  Sisonites  together  with  the 
SPP  and  social  democrats  played  no 
small  part  in  building  the  pro-Arroyo 
"People  Power  2"  mobilizations — com- 
posed of  the  bourgeoisie,  petty-bourgeois 
professionals,  the  clefgy  and  students 
from  the  elite  universities — which  hurled 
misogynist  and  anti-gay  slurs  at  Estrada 
supporters  in  the  Senate. 

Uniquely  in  the  Philippine  left,  the 
SPP’s  predecessor,  the  Liga  Sosyalisla. 
included  the  demand  to  "make  abortion 
legal,  free  and  safe"  {Progresiho  No.  4, 
November-December  1998).  But  in  seek- 
ing to  forge  the  "broadest  possible  unity." 
the  SPP  has  joined  hands  with  the  anti- 
abortion bigots  of  Pro-Life  Philippines. 
Catholic  religious  organizations  and  Lib- 
eral Party  politicians  like  Jovito  Salonga 
and  Wigberto  Tanada  in  signing  a Gather- 
ing for  Peace  declaration  in  February  that 
opposed  the  U.S.  military  presence  and 
worried  about  "driving  away  in  the  pro- 
cess thousands  of  potential  tourists  and 
Investors."  Reporting  on  a Sydney  con- 
ference sponsored  by  the  Democratic 
Socialist  Party  in  late  March,  we  wrote 
in  Workers  Vangi4ard  (\9  April): 

"A  Spartacist  League/Australia  comrade 
challenged  SPP  leader  Sonny  Melencio 
over  the  SPP's  support  for  the  Gathering 
for  Peace  declaration — with  its  concern 
over  imperialist  investment — and  argued 
instead  for  a program  of  workers  revo- 
lution to  expropriate  Ihe  capitalist  state, 
in  response.  Melencio  avowed  a two- 
stage  program  and  talked  of  the  need 
for  tactical  alliances.  But  what  the  SPP 
leader  described  as  a tactic  is  in  fact 
a program  that  subordinates  the  proletar- 
iat to  a mythical  ‘progressive’  or  ‘anti- 
imperialist’  wing  of  the  bourgeoisie  in 
the  fight  for  ‘democratic’  capitalism, 
leading  to  a second  ‘stage’  not  of  ‘social- 
ism’ but  the  slaughter  of  workers  and 
leftists." 

For  Women’s  Liberation 
Through  Socialist  Revolution! 

Marxists  call  for  free  abortion  on 
demand  and  strict  separation  of  church 
and  stale,  opposing  any  manifestation  of 
continued  on  page  10 
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Iraq... 

{continued  from  page  I) 

all  the  subordinate  imperialist  .states  will 
acquiesce  to  the  diktats  of  the  master 
of  capitalist  ruling  classes.  U.S.  imperi- 
alism. because  they  lack  the  might  to 
oppose  the  U.S.  and  they  want  to  be 
rewarded  with  at  least  a share  of  the 
spoils.  As  an  official  for  the  French  oil 
company  TotalFinaElf  bluntly  stated, 
“We  want  the  oil  and  we  want  to  be  in 
the  game  of  rebuilding  the  country.  If 
there  were  a new  regime  and  we  have  not 
been  with  the  Americans,  where  will  we 
be?” 

War:  The  Continuation  of 
Politics  by  Other  Means 

The  American  ruling  class  cynically 
manipulated  the  grief  and  horror  felt  by 
millions  at  the  criminal  and  demented 
attack  on  the  World  Trade  Center  to 
wage  war  on  Afghanistan.  But  the  patri- 
otic consensus  in  the  U.S.  is  wearing 
thin,  and  elsewhere  there  is  massive 
opposition  to  a war  against  Iraq.  War 
demands  civil  peace,  and  from  Los 
Angeles  to  London  the  imperialist  war- 
makers  are  revealed  as  vicious  domestic 
union-busters  and  strikebreakers.  Declar- 
ing that  a strike  could  “threaten  national 
security.”  the  Bush  administration  has 
brought  down  the  force  of  the  capitalist 
state  to  coerce  the  powerful  American 
dockers  union,  the  ILWU.  to  work  under 
the  dictates  of  the  union-busting  employ- 
ers association.  Across  the  seas.  British 
firefighters  are  threatened  with  strike- 
breaking by  the  army.  Plunging  stock 
markets  rob  millions  of  workers  of  their 
pensions  while  public  scandals  expose 
insatiable  corporate  greed.  Tens  of  thou- 
sands of  working  people,  including  the 
entire  workforce  at  a number  of  Flat 
plants  in  Italy,  face  a future  of  being 
chopped  off  like  a gangrenous  limb  by 
owners  seeking  to  protect  their  own 
profit  margins  amid  the  capitalist  eco- 
nomic crisis.  Civil  liberties  have  been 
shredded  and  the  capitalists  have  intensi- 
fied their  assault  on  social  welfare  and 
other  gains  wrested  through  decades  of 
workers  struggles. 

Everywhere,  the  anti-immigrant  witch- 
hunt has  been  whipped  up  to  fever  pitch 
in  an  effort  by  the  capitalist  rulers  to 
defied  working-class  struggle  with  rac- 
ism and  xenophobia.  The  anti-immigrant 
hysteria  provokes  a tide  of  blood  as 
thousands  of  desperate  refugees  die  try- 


ing to  cross  the  U.S.  border  from  Mexico 
or  to  land  a rickety  boat  in  Australia  or 
Europe.  Having  brought  in  large  num- 
bers of  immigrants  when  their  labor  was 
needed,  in  the  face  of  recession  the  bour- 
geoisies of  West  Europe  do  not  need 
more  immigrants  as  a supply  of  cheap 
labor.  All  this  shows  clearly  that  the 
capitali.st  system  is  the  biggest  threat 
to  working  people  everywhere.  A dec- 
ade ago.  the  rulers  crowed  about  the 
supposed  “death  of  communism."  But 
capitalism  has  brought  the  world  to  an 
impasse  which  the  Iraq  war  illuminates 
with  the  terrifying  glare  of  missiles 


streaking  across  a night  sky.  The  fight 
for  authentic  communism  (not  its  Stalin- 
ist perversion)  through  the  instrumental- 
ity of  revolutionary  workers  parties  is  the 
only  way  forward. 

In  the  U.S.,  not  even  dizzying  flag- 
waving  or  the  heavy  fist  of  state  repres- 
sion has  induced  the  masses  to  embrace 
war  with  Iraq.  In  Europe,  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  workers  and  anti-imperialist 
youth  have  demonstrated  their  opposition 
to  this  war.  The  problem  is  that  the  anti- 
war protests  in  Europe  have  all  been 
channeled  into  a national-chauvinist  direc- 
tion of  getting  one’s  “own"  rulers  to  stand 
up  to  the  Americans.  In  the  U.S..  antiwar 
liberals  and  leftists  bleat.  “Money  for 
jobs,  not  for  war”  and  so  fuel  the  lie  that 
fundamental  priorities  of  the  capitalist 


rulers  can  be  altered  to  serve  the  interests 
of  working  people. 

The  truth  is  that  this  whole  capitalist 
system  is  based  on  the  extraction  of  profit 
for  the  owners  of  the  means  of  production 
through  the  exploitation  and  subjugation 
of  the  workers  who  produce  the  wealth  of 
society.  War  is  a concentrated  expression 
of  this,  as  competing  capitalist  ruling 
classes  scramble  to  steal  natural  resources 
and  to  carve  out  new  markets  for  export 
of  capital  and  fresh  sources  of  cheap 
labor.  The  leader  of  the  Russian  Revolu- 
tion. V.  I.  Lenin,  emphasized  the  differ- 
ence between  bourgeois  pacifism,  which 


lulls  the  masses  into  passivity  and  embel- 
lishes capitalist  “democracy,”  and  the 
yearning  for  peace  by  the  masses.  Fol- 
lowing the  outbreak  of  the  first  interim- 
perialist world  war,  Lenin  wrote: 

"At  the  present  time,  the  propaganda  of 
peace  unaccompanied  by  a call  for  revo- 
lutionary mass  action  can  only  sow  illu- 
sions and  demoralise  the  proletariat,  for 
it  makes  the  proletariat  believe  that  the 
bourgeoisie  is  humane,  and  turns  it  into  a 
plaything  in  the  hands  of  the  secret  diplo- 
macy of  the  belligerent  countries.  In  par- 
ticular. the  idea  of  a so-called  democratic 
peace  being  possible  without  a series  of 
revolutions  is  profoundly  erroneous." 

— “The  Conference  of  the 
R S-D.L.P.  Groups  Abroad" 
(February  1915) 

In  wars  between  the  imperialist  preda- 
tors and  plunderers  and  their  colonial 
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and  seniicoloniai  victims,  the  proletariat 
has  a side.  As  Lenin  stressed  in  his  1915 
pamphlet  Socialism  and  War:  “If  tomor- 
row. Morocco  were  to  declare  war  on 
France,  or  India  on  Britain,  or  Persia  or 
China  on  (tsarist)  Russia,  and  so  on. 
these  would  be  *ju.si.'  and  ‘defensive’ 
wars,  irrespective  of  who  would  be  the 
first  to  attack;  any  socialist  would  wish 
the  oppressed,  dependent  and  unequal 
stales  victory  over  the  oppressor,  slave- 
holding and  predatory  ‘Great’  Powers’’ 

There  are  palpable  opportunities  to 
organize  class-struggle  opposition  to 
imperialist  war  and  to  break  the  narrow 
nationalist  and  economist  limits  of  strikes 
contained  by  labor  lieutenants  of  the  capi- 
talist class.  During  the  1999  U.S./NATO 
war  against  Serbia.  Italian  COBAS 
unions  organized  a one-million-sirong 
political  general  strike  against  the  war. 
Fiat  workers,  who  today  battle  plant 
closings  in  Italy,  organized  a campaign 
of  material  aid — a campaign  which  all 
.sections  of  the  ICL  actively  supported— 
for  their  class  brothers  and  sisters  at 
the  Yugoslav  Zaslava  car  plant,  which 
had  been  bombed  by  the  imperialists. 
Last  year.  Japanese  dock  workers  at 
Sasebo  pointed  the  way  forward  by  "hol- 
cargoing”  (refusing  to  handle)  Japanese 
military  goods  destined  for  the  war  in 
Afghanistan.  Today,  courageous  Turkish 
workers  at  the  U.S.  airbase  in  Incirlik. 
which  is  planned  to  be  a major  launching 
pad  for  the  Iraq  war.  threaten  a strike. 

What’s  essentia!  is  to  draw  a class  line 
and  unshackle  the  working  people  and 
anti-imperialist  youth  from  bourgeois 
politicians,  their  agents  in  the  trade 
unions  and  their  left  servants,  who  seek  to 
channel  justified  hatred  of  war  into  illu- 
sory calls  for  parliamentary  reforms  of 
the  profit-driven  system  that  breeds  war 
and.  in  West  Europe,  into  support  for  their 
own  national  bourgeoisie  against  the 
Americans.  In  the  heart  of  the  imperialist 
beast,  the  Spartacist  LeagueAJ.S..  Amer- 
ican section  of  the  ICL.  has  pointed  the 
way  forward  with  revolutionary  inter- 
nationalist contingents  in  the  antiwar 
protests.  We  demand;  For  class  struggle 
against  the  U.S.  capitalist  rulers!  Defend 
Iraq  against  imperialist  attack!  Down 
with  the  UN  starvation  blockade!  All 
U.SJUNUmperialist  troops  out  of  the 
Persian  Gulf  and  the  Near  East! 

Bush  Doctrine:  Nuclear 
Top  Cops  of  the  World 

In  September,  the  Bush  administration 
released  its  “National  Security  Strategy" 
a diplomatic  bombshell  enshrining  the 
principle  of  “pre-emptive”  war.  including 
with  nuclear  weapons,  against  anyone 
who  steps  in  America’s  way  and  avow  ing 
that  no  power  will  ever  catch  up  with 
the  huge  military  advantage  the  U.S.  has 
amplified  since  the  Soviet  Union  was 
destroyed  through  capitalist  counterrevo- 
lution in  1991-92.  (The  U.S.  military 
budget  is  now  greater  than  that  of  the  next 
19  countrie.s  combined.)  This  threat  is 
directed  first  and  foremost  against  China, 
as  well  as  against  America’s  imperialist 
rivals.  The  new  policy  represents  a signif- 
icant shift  from  how  America  has  domi- 
nated the  world  since  it  emerged  trium- 
phant over  its  rivals  in  the  first  and  second 
imperialist  world  wars.  For  decades,  the 
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U.s.  has  wrapped  its  oulrighl  brigandage 
in  the  guise  of  “democracy”  and  “lib- 
erating" people  from  “dictatorship.”  The 
United  Nations  often  served  as  the 
••humanitarian"  fig  leaf  for  the  terror  and 
destruction  of  U.S.  imperialism  world- 
wide. from  the  1950-53  Korean  War  to 
ihe  starvation  blockade  of  Iraq. 

Complaints  by  European  .social  demo- 
crats and  fake  leftists  about  American 
•’unilateralism”  do  not  represent  any  class 
opposition  to  U.S.  imperialism,  merely 
ihe  squeals  of  less  powerful  stales  and 
their  apologists  who  want  a bigger  cut  of 
(he  take  and  would  prefer  to  be  treated 
less  rudely.  Their  maneuvers  in  the  UN 
arc  essentially  power  plays  to  squeeze  the 
U.S.  a bit  for  their  own  rival  national 
interests.  Lenin  called  the  UN's  predeces- 
sor. the  League  of  Nations,  a “den  of 
thieves.”  and  the  UN  serves  that  purpose 
today:  regulating  global  disputes  within 
(he  framework  determined  by  the  most 
powerful  imperialist  powers,  covering  ail 
its  maneuvers  as  “peace”  missions.  Now 
the  U.S.  feels  confident  to  drop  this  mask 
and  snarl  an  overt  “Roll  over,  or  you 
could  be  next.”  And  they  do  roll  over, 
acquiescing  to  exempting  the  American 
militar)'  from  international  war  crimes  tri- 
bunals and  to  U.S.  appeals  to  Iraqis  to 
assassinate  their  head  of  state! 

The  While  House  policy  change  is  not 
merely  semantic  nor  an  absence  of  diplo- 
matic niceties.  This  is  the  shape  of  the 
“new  world  order"  emerging  from  the 
demise  of  the  Soviet  Union.  The  Soviet 
Union  was  the  homeland  of  the  October 
Revolution  of  1917.  the  world’s  first  and. 
to  date,  only  victorious  workers  rev- 
olution. The  exploitative  capitalist  sy.s- 
tem  was  overthrown  and  replaced  by  a 
planned,  collectivized  economy.  Yet  in 
the  absence  of  socialist  revolutions  in 
Germany  and  other  advanced  indus- 
trial countries,  the  young  workers  stale 
remained  impoverished  and  encircled  by 
hostile  imperialist  powers,  and  the  Soviet 
workers  themselves  were  politically  ex- 
propriated by  a conservative  bureaucratic 
caste,  akin  to  the  labor  bureaucracy 
which  sits  atop  the  trade  unions  in  capi- 
talist countries.  Leon  Trotsky,  co-leader 
with  Lenin  of  the  October  Revolution, 
fought  the  bureaucratic  degeneration  of 
the  Soviet  Union  under  Stalin  and  strug- 
gled to  return  the  Soviet  Union  to  the 
road  of  revolutionary  internationalism.  In 
1933.  Trotsky  called  for  a political  revo- 
lution to  oust  the  bureaucracy,  while  con- 
tinuing to  insist  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  proletariat  internationally  to  mili- 
tarily defend  the  world’s  first  workers 
slate  from  internal  or  external  attempts  at 
capitalist  restoration. 

Despite  Stalinist  deformation,  the 
Soviet  Union  represented  the  industrial 
and  military  powerhouse  for  every  stale 
that  overthrew  capitalist  rule,  from  Viet- 
nam to  Cuba.  Without  Soviet  military 
might  to  slay  its  hand,  U.S.  imperialism 
has  been  riding  roughshod  over  and 
expanding  its  military  presence  on  every 
continent  and  on  every  sea.  Interimperi- 
alist  rivalries  that  were  usually  subordi- 
nated to  the  common  cause  of  destroying 
the  Soviet  Union  have  now  come  to  the 
fore.  The  re-election  of  German  chancel- 
lor Gerhard  Schroder  on  the  basis  of  his 
anti-American  stance  in  the  Iraq  conflict, 
the  first  time  since  the  end  of  World  War 
II  that  capitalist  Germany  has  expressed 
overt  opposition  to  a major  American 
military-strategic  policy,  is  one  indica- 
tion of  the  widening  rift  in  the  imperialist 
camp.  Japan’s  wooing  of  North  Korea  in 
September  in  defiance  of  Bush’s  aim  to 
starve  and  quarantine  that  “rogue  state” 
is  another.  Mexican  president  Fox.  who 
wants  to  be  Bush’s  man  in  Latin  Amer- 
ica. can’t  even  gel  a diplomatic  crumb 
tossed  from  Washington’s  table  for  his 
services  rendered.  During  the  1991  Gulf 
War.  Germany  and  Japan  alone  paid  over 
25  percent  of  the  cost  of  the  war.  with 
uiher  U.S.  allies  (like  Saudi  Arabia)  cov- 
ering almost  all  of  the  rest.  Yet  Schroder 
vows  not  to  pay  a pfennig  this  lime,  and 
Japan  has  made  clear  it  does  not  intend 
to  contribute  either.  The  deepening  world 
economic  recession  is  exacerbating  ten- 
sions between  the  West  Europeans,  the 
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United  States  and  Japan.  Economic  trade 
wars  between  and  within  the  rival  blocs 
for  larger  shares  of  the  world  market  will 
ultimately  lead  to  military  conflicts. 

Today  the  U.S.  has  its  .sights  set  on 
holding  and  grabbing  more  of  the  oil 
wealth  of  the  Near  East,  but  the  ultimate 
prize  it  wants  is  China.  Emboldened  by 
capitalist  counteiTevolulion  in  the  former 
Soviet  Union,  the  U.S.  is  mounting  mili- 
tary pressure  on  China — from  the  expan- 
sion of  U.S.  bases  in  the  Philippines  to 
new  bases  on  the  Afghan  border.  At  the 
same  time,  the  U.S.  and  other  imperial- 
ists. as  well  as  overseas  Chinese  capital- 
ists. promote  incursions  of  the  capitalist 
market  in  “Special  Economic  Zones”  for 
free-market  exploitation  in  the  heart  of 
the  Chinese  deformed  workers  slate. 
China  is  one  of  seven  potential  targets  in 


the  cross  hairs  of  U.S.  plans  for  a nuclear 
first  strike,  as  laid  out  in  the  "Nuclear 
Posture  Review”  issued  by  the  Pentagon 
earlier  this  year.  Nonetheless,  the  miser- 
able Beijing  Stalinist  bureaucracy  endorsed 
the  U.S.  “war  on  terror”  in  Afghanistan. 
As  well,  elements  of  the  bureaucracy  seek 
to  become  a new  capitalist  ruling  class, 
assisting  the  economic  penetration  of 
China  by  the  imperialists  and  the  over- 
seas Chinese  bourgeoisie.  The  terrible 
reversal  of  human  progress  by  every 
measure,  from  infant  mortality  to  life 
expectancy  to  literacy,- since  capitalist 
counterrevolution  in  the  former  Soviet 
Union  and  East  Europe  is  a warning  to  the 
Chinese  working  masses  that  a sellout  to 
the  “free  world”  means  a free  fall  into 
capitalist  exploitation  and  misery — and 
so  much  the  more  so  for  China,  with  its 
vast  expanses  of  economic  backwardness. 
The  gains  of  the  1949  Chinese  Revolu- 
tion, which  lifted  China  from  the  yoke  of 
imperialist  domination,  ended  the  enslave- 
ment of  women  and  vastly  improved  the 
conditions  of  life  of  the  worker  and  peas- 
ant masses  through  the  creation  of  a 
planned,  collectivized  economy,  are  at 
risk.  We  Trotskyists  fight  for  the  unron- 
ditional  military  defense  of  China — as 
well  as  North  Korea.  Vietnam  and  Cuba — 
against  imperialist  attack  and  internal 
counterrevolution,  while  fighting  for  pro- 
letarian political  revolution  to  oust  the 
treacherous  Stalinist  bureaucracies  which 
undermine  the  workers  slates. 

The  ICL  threw  every  resource  at  its  dis- 
posal into  the  fight  to  stop  capitalist  coun- 
terrevolution in  the  former  Soviet  Union, 
and  earlier  in  East  Germany.  We  sought 
to  reimplant  the  authentic  communism  of 
Lenin’s  Bolsheviks,  and  to  bring  to  the 
working  class  Trotsky’s  brilliant  analysis 
of  the  contradictory  character  of  the 
deformed  workers  states,  in  order  to  build 
revolutionary  internationalist  parties  as 
the  instrument  to  defend  the  old  gains  and 
conquer  new  ones.  We  did  not  succeed, 
but  the  bitter  result  of  capitalism’s  vic- 
tory— a far  more  dangerous  world  of 
unbridled  imperialist  exploitation  and 
war — makes  the  struggles  at  hand  all  the 
more  urgent  and  steels  our  resolve.  In 
contrast,  virtually  the  entire  “lelt”  howled 
along  with  the  imperialist  wolves  in  back- 


ing the  forces  of  counterrevolution  in  the 
Soviet  Union  and  the  deformed  workers 
stales  of  East  Europe.  In  so  doing  they 
expressed  their  rapprochement  with  their 
national  bourgeoisies.  Thus  it  is  not  sur- 
prising that,  reficcling  growing  differ- 
ences among  the  major  capitalist  powers, 
these  “leftists”  went  on  to  act  as  "human 
rights"  drummer  boys  for  their  imperial- 
ist rulers  against  .Serbia  in  1 999  and  today 
adopt  an  “antiwar"  posture  which  is  noth- 
ing but  pink  window-dressing  on  the 
national  interests  of  their  own  capitalist 
ruling  classes. 

Fake  Left  Marches  to  the  Beat 
of  Their  Own  Capitalist  Rulers 

It  is  correct  to  oppose  American  imperi- 
alism. but  to  promote  the  idea  that  the 
European  imperialists  are  more  benevo- 


lent and  progressive  than  their  Ameri- 
can rival  is  nothing  but  vile  social- 
chauvinism.  Yet  this  is  precisely  the 
counterfeit  currency  of  the  European 
"left.”  Thus  the  Italian  Rifondazione 
Comunisla  (RC),  the  French  Ligue  Com- 
muniste  R^voluiionnaire  (LCR)  and  the 
British  Socialist  Workers  Parly  (SWP) 
and  Workers  Power  (WP).  among  a raft  of 
others,  signed  a call  “To  All  Citizens  of 
Europe  and  to  All  Their  Representatives” 
which  proclaims: 

"Those  who  show  solidarity  with  the  peo- 
ple of  Iraq  have  no  hearing  in  the  White 
House.  But  we  do  have  the  chance  to 
influence  European  governments — many 
of  whom  have  opposed  the  war.  We  call 
on  all  the  European  heads  of  state  to  pub- 
licly stand  against  this  war.  whether  it  has 
UN  backing  or  not.  and  to  demand  that 
Geoige  Bu.sh  abandon  his  war  plans." 


What  a poignant  appeal  to  the  German 
bourgeoisie  of  Auschwitz,  to  the  French 
imperialists  who  soaked  Algeria  in  blood, 
to  the  British  who  pillaged  the  Indian 
subcontinent  and  carved  up  the  Near  East 
and  whose  imperialist  troops  enforce  bru- 
tal repression  of  the  Catholics  in  Northern 
Ireland!  How  about  today’s  minor  play- 
ers. like  the  Belgians,  whose  colonial 
occupation  of  the  Congo  was  unrivaled  in 
brutality,  or  the  Dutch,  who  subjugated 
Indonesia  and  also  engaged  in  an  inter- 
continental slave  trade?  Let’s  not  forget  it 
was  the  Italian  bourgeoisie  which  set  up 
concentration  camps  in  Libya  and  which 
used  poison  gas  against  the  Ethiopian 
population.  Moreover,  this  bloody  colo- 
nial past  paved  the  way  for  the  murderous 
repression  of  dark-skinned  immigrants 
by  West  Europe’s  rulers  today,  from  the 


racist  Rasierfahndung  (a  computerized 
system  for  racial  profiling  of  mainly 
Muslim  immigrants)  in  Germany  to  the 
institutionalized  racist  cop  terror  of 
France’s  “Vigipirate"  campaign.  Italy’s 
drowning  of  boatloads  of  Albanian  refu- 
gees. Britain’s  deportations  of  asylum- 
seekers.  and  on  and  on. 

Perhaps  the  “leftist”  signatories  of  the 
above-quoted  statement  feel  their  impe- 
rialist masters  "owe”  them  one.  After  all. 
they  did  help  install  the  reactionary  gov- 
ernments in  place  across  Europe.  The 
British  SWP  declared  itself  “over  the 
moon”  when  Bush’s  poodle  Tony  Blair 
first  became  prime  minister.  The  French 
LCR  vigorously  campaigned  “in  the 
streets  and  at  the  polling  booths”  to  "stop 
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Le  Pen”  and  install  the  right-wing 
Gaullist  Jacques  Chirac.  The  German 
ClitTite  group  Linksruck  helped  pul 
Schroder,  who  sei/.ed  on  the  Balkans 
War  to  become  the  first  man  to  roll  Bun- 
deswehr  tanks  out  of  Germany  since 
Adolf  Hitler,  back  in  office  as  an  anti- 
American  “peace"  candidate.  Italian  RC 
leader  Bertinotti  talks  out  of  the  left  side 
of  his  mouth  about  a "European  general 
strike  for  peace”  (conspicuously  exclud- 
ing the  American  workers),  while  simul- 
taneously appealing  to  the  European 
heads  of  .state,  including  the  right-wing, 
fascist-allied  Berlusconi,  to  oppose  the 
war.  In  effect.  Bertinotti  calls  for  a 
"strike  for  peace”  by  capitalist  govern- 
ments. Proposta  and  Falcemarlello  (the 
Italian  offshoot  of  the  British  Granules), 
nestled  inside  RC,  refuse  to  take  a side  to 
defend  Iraq  and  promote  mobilizations 
against  U.S.  military  bases  in  Italy  with- 
out addressing  Italian  imperialism. 
Indeed.  Proposta  supported  the  previous 
RC/“Ulivo”  government  which  invaded 
Albania  in  1997.  In  cyberspace.  Workers 
Power  and  its  League  for  a Revolution- 
ary Communist  International  (LRCI) 
calls  to  “defend  Iraq,”  but  on  the  streets 
of  Britain  they  campaigned  for  Tony 
Blair,  who  wages  war  on  Iraq.  Workers 
Power  openly  campaigned  for  the  defeat 
of  Serbia  by  the  Kosovo  Liberation 
Army — tool  of  NATO  imperialism  in  the 
Balkans  War — and  turned  up  at  a Lon- 
don demonstration  which  featured  the 
call  "Good  luck  NATO!"  WP  also  issued 
the  demented  proclamation  that  “in 
the  aftermath  of  NATO’s  victory  In 
Ko.sova,  a pre-revolutionary  situation  is 
maturing”  (“The  Fight  to  Overthrow 
Milo.sevic  in  Serbia.”  11  August  1999 
LRCI  statement). 

In  Britain,  the  Cliffite  SWP  froths 
mightily  against  “Bush’s  war.”  yet  it  sup- 
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British  troops  march  into  Baghdad, 
East  following  World  War  I. 

chemical,  biological  and  nuclear  weapons.” 
This  is  an  openly  pro-imperialist  call 
for  the  disarmament  of  Iraq  in  the  face 
of  impending  U.S./British  attack.  As  for 
the  imperialists,  they  will  only  be  dis- 
armed when  they  are  expropriated  by  vic- 
torious workers  revolutions.  Clinging  to 
the  coattails  of  liberals  like  the  VPN.  the 
ISO  ends  up  again  in  the  camp  of  the 
imperialists. 

Similarly,  the  Marcyile  Workers  World 
Party  (WWP)  in  the  United  Slates  talks  a 
little  more  left  in  its  newspaper  but  in 
practice  dedicates  its  efforts  to  subordi- 
nating the  antiwar  movement  to  capitalist 
politicians  in  the  Democratic  Party  of  war 
and  racism.  The  WWP  promotes  Ramsey 
Clark,  who  was  top  cop  under  the  Viet- 
nam War  administration  of  Lyndon  John- 
son and  today  demands  that  U.S.  imperi- 
alism "lead  us  on  the  road  to  peace”! 

U.S.  military  bases  across  Europe  and 
Asia,  as  well  as  high-tech  spy  installa- 
tions such  as  Australia’s  Pine  Gap.  have 
become  deserving  targets  of  antiwar  pro- 
tests by  leftists  and  trade  unions.  It 
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1919,  amid  imperialist  carve-up  of  Near 
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“Democratic”  French  imperialists  tortured  and  assassinated  Algerians  in 
failed  attempt  to  defeat  war  of  independence. 


ported  the  entry  of  British  imperialist 
troops  into  Northern  Ireland  in  1969 
and  still  can't  bring  itself  to  call  for 
their  immediate  unconditional  with- 
drawal! While  occasionally  denouncing 
the  United  Nations  in  their  newspapers, 
various  international  affiliates  of  the  Cliff 
tendency  make  up  the  right  wing  of  the 
antiwar  movement  and  criminally  build 
illusions  in  the  UN.  whose  sanctions 
against  Iraq  are  a murderous  act  of  war. 
In  1990-91.  the  SWP  built  the  Committee 
to  Stop  the  War  in  the  Gulf  headed  by 
Tony  Benn.  who  supported  UN  sanctions. 
Now  Linksruck  has  published  a petition 
on  its  Web  page  demanding;  “We  appeal 
to  the  German  Federal  Government  with 
much  concern:  To  do  everything  possible 
in  the  framework  of  the  UN  in  response  to 
the  U.S. A.  to  avoid  the  threatened  war!" 

In  Australia,  the  International  Social- 
ist Organisation  (LSO)  announces  in  its 
4 October  issue  of  Socialist  Worker  that 
it  backs  the  Victorian  Peace  Network 
(VPN),  an  antiwar  confab  which  staie.s. 
"UN  resolutions  on  disarmament  and 
human  rights  will  only  work  if  they  arc 
applied  equally,  without  fear  or  favour. 
All  the  nuclear  powers  and  all  Middle 
East  states  must  abolish  their  slocks  of 
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would  be  a good  thing  if  the  U.S.  were 
deprived  of  its  international  launching 
pads  for  war  against  Iraq.  For  all  of  Ger- 
man chancellor  Schroder’s  electioneering 
against  war  in  Iraq,  it  is  highly  unlikely 
that  he  will  interfere  in  any  way  with 
the  key  American  air  bases  and  mili- 
tary installations  across  Germany  which 
house  some  70.000  American  troops. 
What  we  need  is  not  an  “antiwar  move- 
ment" of  social-chauvinist  support  to 
one’s  "own”  bourgeoisie,  but  a revolu- 
tionary proletarian  and  internationalist 
opposition  to  the  U.S./NATO  bases.  The 
Spartakist  Workers  Party,  German  sec- 
tion of  the  ICL.  calls  for  the  immediate 
withdrawal  of  all  German  troops  from 
the  Balkans.  Afghanistan  and  the  Near 
East.  And  while  much  of  the  left 
campaigned  for  imperialist  intervention 
in  East  Timor  in  1999,  the  Spartacist 
League/Australia  opposed  the  Australian 
military  presence  there  from  the  outset. 

The  French  Lutte  Ouvri^re  (LO)  group 
appears  to  have  set  itself  apart  from  the 
swamp  and  even  denounced  "the  total 
hypocrisy  of  the  European  states  regard- 
ing the  escalation  of  Bush’s  warmonger- 
ing" (Lutte  Ouxri^re.  6 September).  Yet 
LO  offers  no  perspective  for  any  class- 


struggle  fight  against  war,  much  less 
against  the  domestic  reflection  of  this 
war  drive:  an  escalation  of  police-slate 
terror  against  immigrants,  sans-papiers 
(undocumented  immigrants)  and  “second 
generation"  youth.  LO  has  swung  wildly 
in  recent  months,  from  grotesque  sup- 
port to  cop  “strikes”  and  calls  for  more 
cops  in  poor  neighborhoods  to  opposing 
police  brutality.  Yet  where  LO  is  consis- 
tent is  precisely  in  their  steadfast  refusal 
to  fight  for  anything  but  the  most  narrow 
economic  demands  in  the  proletariat. 
Incredibly,  in  months  of  LO  factory  leaf- 
lets you  can  not  find  one  word  against 
anti-immigrant  racism,  but  plenty  of 
their  perpetual  reformist  babble  about 
"banning  layoffs.”  Thus  LO  does  its  bit 
to  tie  workers  to  their  exploiters  with  the 
lie  that  the  capitalist  system  can  some- 
how be  regulated  under  a “good"  govern- 
ment to  be  humane. 

In  Lenin's  classic  antiwar  primer 
Socialism  and  War.  written  in  1915  in 
the  crucible  of  World  War  I.  he  wrote: 
"Opportunism  and  social-chauvinism 
have  the  same  politico-ideological  con- 
tent— class  collaboration  instead  of  the 
class  struggle,  renunciation  of  revolu- 
tionary methods  of  struggle,  helping 
one’s  ‘own'  government  in  its  embar- 
rassed situation,  instead  of  taking  advan- 
tage of  these  embarrassments  so  as  to 
advance  the  revolution." 

Indeed,  the  pseudo-Marxists'  support 
to  their  own  rulers  as  somehow  more 
moral  and  humane  than  the  American 
bourgeoisie  is  the  same  argument  used  by 
the  German  Social  Democrats  as  "justifi- 
cation” for  "defense  of  the  fatherland" 
and  voting  war  credits  to  the  Kaiser  in 
1914.  This  renunciation  of  the  funda- 
mental Marxist  perspective  of  class  vs. 
class — encapsulated  in  the  clarion  call  of 
the  Communist  Manifesto  "Workingmen 
of  all  countries,  unite!" — impelled  Lenin 
to  rip  off  the  dirty  shirt  of  the  Second 
International  and  build  a new.  Commu- 
nist. Third  International.  The  betrayal  by 
the  Social  Democrats  made  Lenin  realize 
that  opportunism  had  a material  base  in 
the  workers  movement  itself,  particularly 
in  the  trade-union  officialdom  which  lied 
its  fortunes  to  the  capitalist  system. 
Lenin’s  greatest  contribution  to  Marxism 
was  his  conclusion  that  a decisive  split 
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from  the  opportunists  was  the  precondi. 
tion  for  the  proletariat  to  fight  for  its  own 
class  interests  and  its  own  class  rule.  Con- 
irast  this  understanding  with  the  base 
opportunism  of  groups  like  Peter  Taaffe’s 
Committee  for  a Workers  International 
headed  by  the  British  Socialist  Party, 
which  may  occasionally  make  orthodox- 
sounding  statements  about  capitalism 
being  the  root  cause  of  war  but  is  wedded 
to  support  to  social  democrats  like  the 
German  Party  of  Democratic  Socialism. 

Lenin  explains  in  Socialism  and  War. 
“Today  unity  with  the  opponunists  actu- 
ally means  subordinating  the  working 
class  to  their  ‘own’  national  bourgeoisie 
and  an  alliance  with  the  latter  for  the 
purpose  of  oppressing  other  nations  and 
of  fighting  for  dominant-nation  privj. 
leges;  it  means  splitting  the  revolutionary 
proletariat  of  all  countries." 

He  concludes  that  the  task  at  hand  is: 
"To  rally  these  Marxist  elements,  how- 
ever small  their  numbers  may  be  at  the 
outset;  to  reanimate,  in  their  name,  the 
now  forgotten  ideals  of  genuine  social- 
ism. and  to  call  upon  the  workers  of  all 
lands  to  break  with  the  chauvinists  and 
rally  about  the  old  banner  of  Marxism- 
such  is  the  task  of  the  day," 

Near  East  Trip  Wire  for 
World  War  Three 

In  order  to  fully  and  effectively  mobi- 
lize the  workers  and  rural  toilers  of  Iraq 
against  American  imperialism,  it  is  nec- 
essary that  the  Iraqi  regime  be  over- 
thrown and  replaced  by  a government  of 
workers  and  peasants  councils  (soviets) 
such  as  was  established  by  the  1917  Rus- 
sian Bolshevik  Revolution  under  the  lead- 
ership of  Lenin  and  Trotsky.  A Leninist- 
Trotskyist  party  in  Iraq  today  would  thus 
.seek  to  combine  the  struggle  for  national 
independence  against  American  milita- 
rism with  a social  revolution  against  the 
Iraqi  capitali.sts  and  landlords.  Arab  lead- 
ers throughout  the  Near  East  fear  that  a 
U.S.  invasion  of  Iraq  will  ignite  social 
turmoil  in  their  own  countries.  Mean- 
while. Israel  continues  to  pound  the  Pal- 
estinians, shattering  every  building  block 
of  society  in  the  Occupied  Territories  and 
posing  the  very  real  possibility  of  mass 
expulsion  of  the  Palestinian  people.  It  is 
the  U.S. -led  war  on  Iraq  that  would  pro- 
vide the  "cover"  for  Sharon’s  genocidal 
plans.  Turkey  fears  that  the  destruction  of 
the  Saddam  Hussein  regime  could  incite 
struggle  by  the  oppressed  Kurdish  people 
in  Iraq — and  Turkey — for  their  national 
rights.  The  Near  East  is  a patchwork  of 
artificial  stales  whose  borders  were  liter- 
ally drawn  by  the  imperialists  to  suit  their 
colonial  appetites,  including  control  of 
vital  oil  reserves. 

Imperialist  domination  has  reinforced 
social  backwardness  and  the  brutal 
repression  of  women,  of  homosexuals,  of 
national,  ethnic  and  religious  minorities 
in  the  Near  East.  Not  least,  it  was  U.S. 
imperialism’s  anti-Soviet  "holy  war”  in 
Afghanistan  in  the  1980s  which,  along 
with  the  bankruptcy  of  Arab  nationalism 
and  the  nationalist  betrayals  of  the  Stalin- 
ist Communist  parties,  helped  fuel  the 
rise  of  Islamic  fundamentalism  in  the 
Near  East.  Where  much  of  the  rest  of  the 
left  marched  in  lockstep  behind  the  impe- 
rialists and  against  the  Soviet  Union  in 
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Soldiers  march  through  Moscow  under  banner  of  Communism  in  1917. 
October  Revolution  pulled  Russia  out  of  carnage  of  World  War  I,  inspired 
exploited  and  oppressed  around  the  world. 


Afghanistan,  uniquely  we  took  a side 
with  the  Red  Army  against  the  CIA- 
bacKcd  Islamic  reactionaries.  The  Soviet 
presence  brought  the  hope  of  liberation  to 
the  Afghan  peoples,  especially  the 
women  enslaved  by  Islamic  law  and  the 
veil.  We  proclaimed;  Hail  Red  Army! 
Extend  social  gains  of  October  Revolu- 
tion to  Afghan  peoples!  Wc  opposed  Gor- 
bachev's treacherous  withdrawal  from 
Afghanistan  and  prescicntly  warned  of 
the  impulse  it  would  give  to  counter- 
revolution, noting  "It's  better  to  fight  in 
Afghanistan  than  in  Moscow." 

In  urban  centers  throughout  the  Near 
East,  there  is  a modern  industrial  prole- 
tariat which  has  the  .social  power  and 
class  interest  to  transcend  ethnic  and 
religious  divi.sion  and  sweep  away  the 
capitalist  order.  The  task  is  to  render 
the  proletariat  conscious  of  its  interests, 
combatting  all  variants  of  nationalism, 
including  the  "progressive"  nationalism 
of  the  Palestine  Liberation  Organization, 
and  all  manner  of  religious  fundamental- 
ism. The  key  is  forging  a revolutionary 
leadership  based  on  Trotsky’s  program  of 
permanent  revolution,  which  teaches; 
“With  regard  to  countries  with  a belated 
bourgeois  development,  especially  the 
colonial  and  semi-colonial  countries,  the 
theory  of  the  permanent  revolution  signi- 
fies that  the  complete  and  genuine  solu- 
tion of  their  tasks  of  achieving  democracy 
and  national  emancipation  is  conceivable 
only  through  the  dictatorship  of  the  pro- 
letariat as  the  leaders  of  the  subjugated 
nation,  above  all  of  its  peasant  masses" 
{The  Permanent  Revolution,  1929). 

Trotsky  stressed  that  "the  subsequent 
fate  of  the  Iproietarian]  dictatorship  and 


socialism  depends  in  the  last  analysis  not 
only  and  not  .so  much  upon  the  national 
productive  forces  as  upon  the  develop- 
ment of  the  international  socialist  revolu- 
tion.” Today  in  the  Near  East,  the  struggle 
against  imperialist  war  and  domination 
and  against  oppressive  capitalist  rule  by 
the  despotic  sheiks,  colonels  and  Zionist 
rulers  cannot  be  resolved  within  the  con- 
fines of  a single  country.  Justice  for  the 
Palestinian  people,  national  emancipation 
for  the  Kurds,  freedom  from  the  veil  and 
sharia  (Islamic  law)  for  women,  require 


sweeping  away  the  medieval  fundamen- 
talists in  Iran  and  Sudan,  the  bloody 
butchers  in  Syria  and  Iraq,  the  reactionary 
monarchies  in  Jordan.  Saudi  Arabia  and 
the  Gulf  states,  and  the  kill-crazy  Zionist 
rulers  of  Israel.  U.S.INATO  and  all  impe- 
rialist forces  out  of  the  Near  East!  Israel 
out  of  the  Occupied  Territories!  Defend 
the  Palestinian  people!  For  a Socialist 
Republic  of  United  Kurdistan!  For  a 
socialist  federation  of  the  Near  East! 

These  struggles  must  be  linked  to 
the  fight  for  socialist  revolution  in  the 


advanced  capitalist  countries  of  Europe, 
North  America  and  Japan.  Throughout 
the  imperialist  centers,  immigrant  work- 
ers and  their  children  represent  a living 
bridge  linking  class  struggle  between  the 
metropolis  and  the  former  colonies  and 
linking  racially  oppressed  immigrants  to 
the  power  of  the  proletariat  as  a whole.  A 
struggle  against  war  and  against  national 
and  racial  oppression  cannot  he  waged 
through  the  politics  of  compromise 
pushed  by  the  social  democrats,  the  ex- 
Staiinisls  and  their  .so-called  “far  left" 
tails.  The  struggle  against  war  presup- 
poses a revolutionary  instrument  of 
struggle,  an  internationalist  Trotskyist 
party.  This  is  the  task  to  which  the  Inter- 
national Communist  League  is  dedicated. 

The  vast  machinery  of  death  in  the 
hands  of  the  imperialists  is  a measure 
of  the  enormous  scientific  and  technolog- 
ical progress  made  possible  by  the  Indus- 
trial Revolution,  Today,  science  and  tech- 
nology are  centrally  deployed  to  advance 
the  bourgeoisie’s  untrammeled  pursuit  of 
profit  through  grinding  exploitation  of  the 
overwhelming  mass  of  the  world’s  popu- 
lation and  threaten  the  very  existence  of 
human  civilization.  Turning  science  and 
technology  to  the  benefit  of  humanity 
requires  wresting  the  means  of  produc- 
tion from  the  hands  of  the  capitalist  impe- 
rialist rulers  and  creating  an  international 
planned  economy.  Only  in  this  way  can 
the  needs  of  the  billions  of  toilers  now 
consigned  to  dreadful  and  stultifying 
poverty  begin  to  be  met  and  the  threat  of 
war  ended  once  and  for  all.  Only  socialist 
revolution  can  end  imperialist  war — 
Reforge  Trotsky’s  Fourth  International, 
world  party  of  socialist  revolution!m 


South  Africa... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

senior  partners  on  Wall  Street  and  in 
the  City  of  London.  The  "tripartite 
alliance"  government  led  by  the  Afri- 
can National  Congress  (ANC) — which 
includes  COSATU  and  the  thoroughly 
reformist  South  African  Communist  Party 
(SACP) — rules  over  the  South  African 
masses  at  the  behest  of  the  white  bour- 
geoisie. Harking  back  to  the  days  of  out- 
right apartheid  repression,  the  bourgeois 
daily  Johannesburg  Star  (9  October)  aptly 
editorialised;  "All  too  often  we  find 
ourselves  thinking  that  the  more  things 
change,  the  more  they  stay  the  same.  If 
ever  there  was  cause  for  ddja  vu.  it  must 
be  the  headline  ’Two  Striking  Miners 
Shot  Dead’." 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  .strike,  the  ANC 
trotted  out  four  top  SACP  ministers  to 
attack  the  COSATU  leadership  for  calling 
the  general  strike.  In  turn,  the  COSATU 
leadership,  which  is  dominated  by  SACP- 
ers.  claimed  that  it  was  the  workers 
who  had  forced  their  hand.  As  the  Star 
(4  October)  headlined:  "COSATU  Chiefs 
Succumbed  to  Pressure — Union  Leader- 
.ship  Wanted  to  Postpone  the  Strike  but 
Were  Accused  of  Selling  Out."  The 
ERPM  strike  clearly  went  beyond  the 
aims  of  the  labour  tops  to  simply  have  the 
workers  blow  off  steam.  The  mining  sec- 
tor has  seen  a substantial  amount  of 
labour  unrest  in  the  past  year,  and  the 
bureaucrats  are  fearful  that  such  action 
could  threaten  "business  as  usual." 

The  backdrop  to  the  attack  on  the  min- 
ers is  a “black  empowerment”  takeover  of 
ERPM  by  black  capitalists  who  used  a 
labour  contractor  to  “implement  inhuman 
working  and  living  conditions."  as  a 
National  Union  of  Mineworkers  (NUM) 
spokesman  put  it.  Labour  contractors  are 
notoriously  used  to  circumvent  union 
contracts  on  wages,  working  conditions 
and  retrenchment  issues.  The  miners  had 
been  protesting  since  early  April  because 
the  bosses  had  planned  to  fire  4.()()0  of 
them,  and  the  black  elite  moving  in  said 
they’d  only  rchire  2.800  workers. 

The  miners'  labour  struggle  is  par- 
ticularly significant  as  the  ANC  regime 
moves  to  implement  a "mining  charter” 
that  proposes  a target  of  26  percent 
"black  empowerment"  in  ten  years’  time. 
Through  "black  empowerment"  moves. 
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the  bourgeois-nationalist  ANC  seeks  to 
create  a broader  layer  of  black  exploiters 
to  act  as  a buffer  between  the  over- 
whelmingly black  African  proletariat  and 
the  white  bourgeoisie.  Whatever  cos- 
metic changes  happen  in  the  corporate 
boardrooms,  the  "new  South  Africa”  re- 
mains a seething  pit  of  racist  rule  where 
blacks  are  kept  at  the  bottom.  The  mur- 
ders on  the  picket  lines  are  the  face  of 
what’s  to  come. 

What  conditions  in  South  Africa  cry 
out  for  is  the  forging  of  a revolutionary 
vanguard  party  that  acts  as  the  tribune 
of  the  people.  The  combative  and  pow- 
erful South  African  working  class,  if 
it  is  to  struggle  for  its  own  liberation 
against  capitalist  exploitation,  must  lead 
the  fight  against  the  brutal  oppression  of 
women,  immigrants,  the  rural  poor  and 
the  millions  who  languish  in  the  coun- 
try’s destitute  shantytowns. 

As  the  largest  COSATU  affiliate,  the 
NUM  is  a key  strategic  union  that,  with 
its  hands  on  the  economy’s  central  re- 
sources of  gold,  diamonds,  platinum,  coal 
and  electricity  generation,  has  the  social 
power  to  bring  the  country  to  a standstill. 
But  instead  of  mobilising  for  a shutdown 
of  all  the  mines  and  other  subsidiary 
industries  in  protest  against  the  outra- 
geous killings  of  the  miners,  the  NUM 
bureaucracy  appealed  for  class  peace  and 
assured  the  miners'  exploiters  that  the 
bureaucrats  would  contain  any  protest 
action  and  commit  themselves  to  “nego- 
tiation." One  of  the  miners  at  ERPM  told 


string  of  bureaucrats  appealed  for  calm 
and  sapped  the  working-class  action,  call- 
ing for  "the  law  to  take  its  course."  Two 
security  guards  were  arrested  in  order 
to  assuage  the  workers’  anger.  But.  of 
course,  the  master  criminals — the  owners 
and  managers  of  ERPM — remain  free  to 
exploit  the  miners  and.  when  they  protest, 
to  shoot  them  down. 

As  the  murders  at  ERPM  show,  the 
battle  lines  are  being  drawn  against  the 
rising  black  elite — the  amahhunu  amny- 
ama.  Recently,  striking  municipal  work- 
ers also  faced  cops  and  security  goons  in 
a struggle  against  a layer  of  black  ANC 
councillors  enforcing  the  privatisation  of 
utilities  supplying  electricity  and  water. 
Cops  and  security  guards  are  armed 
thugs  of  the  state  whose  purpose  is  to 
protect  private  property.  Spartacist  South 
Africa  says;  Cops  and  security  guards 
out  of  the  unions! 

Outrage  over  the  killing  of  the  ERPM 
miners  underscores  the  rapidly  growing 
disillusionment  with  and  hostility  toward 
Thabo  Mbeki’s  ANC  regime.  As  one  shop 
steward  at  ERPM  told  Spartacist  South 
Africa:  “What  has  changed  is  the  jockey, 
but  the  horse  remains  the  same."  To 
protect  jobs  being  shed  under  the  guise 
of  “black  empowerment"  will  take  a 
fight  to  unleash  the  social  might  of  the 
unions.  What  is  needed  is  a revolutionary 
leadership  in  the  unions  to  oust  the  pro- 
capitalist leaders  in  COSATU.  who  tie  the 
working  masses  to  the  cart  of  bourgeois 
nationalism.  Break  with  the  ANC/SACP/ 
COSATU  Alliance!  We  are  for  the  con- 
struction of  a Leninist-Troiskyisl  van- 
guard party  that  fights  for  a socialist  soci- 
ety where  those  who  labour  rule.B 
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Spartacist  South  Africa:  “If  all  the  mines 
had  come  to  a standstill,  this  would  have 
been  resolved  in  just  ten  minutes.”  It 
wasn’t  until  October  18  that  the  COSATU 
leadership,  in  a press  statement  touting  its 
"health  and  safety  campaign.”  made  any 
mention  about  the  attack  on  the  miners  at 
ERPM.  The  slogan  “An  injury  to  one  is 
an  injury  to  all”  emblazoned  on  COSATU 
banners  is  treated  with  contempt  by  the 
treacherous  union  tops. 

The  labour  bureaucracy  is  made  up  of 
lieutenants  of  the  capitalists  whose  pur- 
pose is  to  maintain  class  collaboration.  In 
the  aftermath  of  the  killings,  the  SACP 
sent  its  general  secretary  to  cool  the  situ- 
ation down.  The  COSATU  president  and 
the  NUM  general  secretary  had  gone  to 
ERPM  earlier  for  the  same  reason.  This 


Spartacist 
South  Africa 

Newspaper  of  the  South  African 
section  of  the  international 
Communist  League 
(Fourth  Internationalist) 



SP/^K  1 ACI ST 

South  African  Bourgeoisie  Backs 
us  War  on  Afghanistan 

Issue  No.  2 $1  (24  pages) 
Subscription;  $4  for  4 issues 

Make  checks  payable/mail  to: 

Spartacist  Publishing  Co. 

Box  1377  GPO 

9 


Down  With  U.S.  Government 
“Anti-Terrorist”  Hit  List! 

Hands  Off  Communist 


of  the  Philippines! 


Party 

On  August  9.  the  U.S.  government 
declared  the  Communist  Party  of  the 
Philippines  (CPP)  and  its  New  People’s 
Army  (NPA)  “foreign  terrorist  organiza- 
tions." making  it  illegal  to  provide  any 
"material  support  or  resources"  to  the 
CPP.  CPP  supporters  can  be  deported 
from  the  U.S.  or  denied  entry.  A few 
days  later,  at  the  behest  of  the  U.S.,  the 
Dutch  government  froze  the  personal 
bank  account  of  CPP  leader  Jose  Maria 
Sison  and  denied  him  the  housing  and 
food  and  medical  allowances  he  is  en- 
titled to  as  a refugee  in  the  Nether- 
lands. Numerous  other  Filipino  leftists 
in  the  Netherlands  face  a similar  danger, 
including  Sison’s  comrade.  Luis  Jalan- 
doni.  These  measures  are  particularly 
ominous  amid  threats  to  extradite  Sison 
to  the  U.S. 

On  August  29.  the  Canadian  gov- 
ernment also  added  the  CPP,  NPA  and 
Sison  to  its  “terrorist"  list.  With  a media 
hysteria  campaign  comparing  Sison  to 
Osama  bin  Laden,  the  European  Union  is 
now  also  poised  to  ban  the  CPP. 

Sison  spent  nine  years  in  the  jails  of 
former  U.S. -backed  dictator  Ferdinand 
Marcos,  where  he  was  also  tortured.  In 
1986  he  was  released  by  Corazon  Aquino. 
Marcos’  successor,  only  to  be  charged 
with  subversion  by  the  Aquino  regime 
while  he  was  abroad.  Repeated  assassina- 
tion attempts,  first  under  Aquino  and  later 
under  Joseph  Estrada,  failed. 

The  witchhunt  against  Sison  and  the 
CPP/NPA  comes  in  the  context  of  a 
crackdown  against  leftists  and  Muslim 
secessionists  in  the  Philippines  by  the 
Arroyo  government,  aided  by  hundreds 
of  American  troops.  Despite  our  funda- 
mental political  differences  with  the 
Stalinist  CPP.  we  call  on  the  workers 
movement  internationally  to  defend  them 
against  state  repression.  The  American 
government’s  attack  on  the  CPP  in  the 
name  of  the  “war  on  terror"  underlines 
that  the  assaults  on  the  rights  of  Muslims 
and  Arabs  by  the  Bush  administration  are 
ultimately  aimed  at  the  left  and  labor 
movement. 

Canada,  which  like  the  U.S.  has  a large 
Filipino  population,  is  threatening  a full- 
scale  witchhunt  of  the  Filipino  left.  A 
small  right-wing  biweekly  in  Vancouver, 
the  Asian  Pacific  Post  (September  19- 
October  9).  reported  that  Canadian  cops 
and  spies  “are  tracking  the  fundraising 
activities  of  several  B.C.-based  Filipino- 


Canadian  associations  to  determine  if 
they  are  pumping  money  to  communist 
rebels  in  the  Philippines."  An  unnamed 
government  official  told  the  Asian  Pacific 
Post:  "We  are  looking  at  a variety  of 
issues  pertaining  to  fund  raising  by  the 
Filipino  groups,  looking  at  bank  accounts 


and  the  extensive  remittance  system  used 
by  the  migrant  workers  to  send  money 
home.” 

Among  the  groups  to  be  spied  on 
and  harassed  are  the  B.C.  Committee 
for  Human  Rights  in  the  Philippines, 
SKILAB  {an  overseas  Filipino  workers 
group)  and  the  Filipino-Canadian  Youth 
Alliance- Vancouver.  Another  group  under 
attack  is  the  Filipino  Nurses  Support 
Group,  a labor  organization  representing 
Filipino  nurses  in  Canada.  Showing  how 
widespread  this  witchhunt  is,  one  of  the 
named  groups  is  the  Philippine  Women’s 
Center,  one  of  whose  programs  has  been 
subsidized  by  the  Canadian  government. 

The  government  threats  to  spy  on 
remittances  effectively  targets  every  im- 
migrant worker,  since  virtually  all  Immi- 
grants send  money  to  their  families  back 
home.  An  estimated  four  million  Filipi- 
nos work  as  seamen,  toil  in  the  oil  fields 
of  the  Near  East,  or  work  as  domestic 
servants,  garment  workers  or  nurses  in 
Europe  and  North  America.  Their  remit- 


tances, as  much  as  $4  billion  per  year, 
make  up  about  6 percent  of  the  Philip- 
pine economy  and  are  a major  source  of 
hard  currency  in  this  terribly  poor  U.S. 
neocolony. 

An  example  of  how  devastating  a 
clampdown  on  remittances  can  be  is 


last  year’s  shut  down  of  the  Somalian- 
connected  al-Barakaat.  one  of  several 
hawalas,  or  informal  money-transferring 
networks,  u.sed  by  Somali  immigrants. 
In  the  wake  of  September  1 1 , al-Barakaai 
was  put  on  the  “terrorist"  list  and  closed 
down  in  the  U.S.,  Canada  and  elsewhere, 
as  U.S.  authorities  claimed  that  it  was 
a conduit  for  moving  A1  Qaeda  money. 
In  Somalia — devastated  by  hunger  and 


Philippines... 

(continued  from  page  5) 

discrimination  against  women,  homosex- 
uals and  ethnic,  national  and  religious 
minorities.  Marxists  fight  to  end  patriar- 
chal practices  oppressive  to  women,  like 
polygamy,  based  on  the  subordination  of 
women,  and  the  imposition  of  the  kiwi- 
hong  (headscarf)  on  Muslim  women. 
While  the  Catholic  Philippine  bourgeoi- 
sie wages  bloody  civil  war  against  Mus- 
lim guerrillas  in  Mindanao,  it  also  recog- 
nizes sharia  (Islamic  law)  in  the  region, 
further  reinforcing  the  horrible  oppres- 
sion of  Muslim  women. 

The  struggle  for  women’s  emancipa- 
tion is  tied  to  the  proletarian  class  strug- 
gle to  overthrow  the  system  of  capitalist 
exploitation.  As  in  the  1917  Russian  Rev- 
olution. women  workers  will  be  at  the 
forefront  of  the  fight  against  capitalist 
and  semi-feudal  enslavement  in  the  Phil- 
ippines. The  Bolsheviks  recognized  that 
in  backward  regions,  the  fight  for  the 
emancipation  of  women  was  a great  mo- 
tor force  for  revolution.  In  1924.  the  rev- 
olutionary leader  Leon  Trotsky  wrote 
about  Muslim  women  of  the  Soviet  East: 
“The  Eastern  woman,  who  is  the  most 
paralyzed  in  life,  in  her  habits  and  in 
creativity,  the  slave  of  slaves,  she.  having 
at  the  demand  of  the  new  economic  rela- 
tions taken  off  her  cloak,  will  at  once 
feel  herself  lacking  any  sort  of  religious 
buttress.  She  will  have  a passionate  thirst 
to  gain  new  ideas  and  new  consciousness 
which  will  permit  her  to  appreciate  her 
new  position  in  society.  And  there  will 
be  no  better  communist  in  the  East,  no 
better  fighter  for  the  ideas  of  the  Revolu- 
tion and  for  ideas  of  Communism  than 
the  awakened  woman  worker.” 
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October  21:  Manila  demonstrators  burn  effigy  of  Gloria  Arroyo  in  protest 
against  government’s  plan  to  impose  draconian  "anti-terror”  measures. 


imperialist  depredation,  without  banks, 
post  offices  or  other  infrastructure — such 
networks  are  used  by  80  percent  of  the 
population  to  conduct  daily  banking  and. 
most  of  all.  to  receive  the  overseas  funds 
on  which  many  rely  for  their  existence. 
Less  than  a year  later,  as  the  U.S.  added 
the  CPP  to  its  “lerrorisi"  lists,  it  {/^listed 
al-Barakaai  because. ..it  had  “no  terrorist 
links”! 

Seizing  on  the  U.S.  banning  of  the 
CPP.  the  Philippine  government  broke  off 
"peace"  negotiations  with  the  CPP/NPA 
guerrilla  forces  and  declared  the  CPP 
“terrorist"  The  Philippine  military,  with 
the  aid  of  hundreds  of  U.S.  “advisers.” 
has  used  the  campaign  against  the  un- 
savory Abu  Sayyaf  guerrillas  as  a pretext 
to  go  after  dissidents,  leftists  and  seces- 
sionists among  the  oppressed  Muslim 
minority  in  Mindanao  and  other  southern 
Philippine  islands.  "Disappearances"  and 
attacks  on  leftists  and  trade-union  leaders 
sharply  increased  since  the  U.S.  troops 
arrived  early  this  year.  Arroyo  has  also 
intensified  the  campaign  of  vilification 
against  the  NPA,  calling  it  worse  than 
Abu  Sayyaf  in  order  to  .set  the  leftist  guer- 
rillas up  for  liquidation. 

There  have  been  protests  in  the  Neth- 
erlands, Canada  and  the  U.S.  against  the 
deadly  witchhunt  of  the  CPP.  It  is  vital 
that  the  working  class  take  up  the  fight 
against  the  government’s  attacks  on  the 
left  and  democratic  rights:  the  laws  that 
now  target  mainly  immigrants  will  be 
used  against  the  whole  working  class. 
The  same  government  that  has  outlawed 
the  CPP  has  also  invoked  the  anti-union 
Tafl-Harlley  law  against  the  West  Coast 
ILWU  longshore  union.  In  Oakland.  Cal- 
ifornia on  February  9,  ILWU  Local  lO 
was  an  instrumental  force  in  the  united 
from  protest  initialed  by  the  Labor  Black 
League  for  Social  Defense  and  the  Par- 
tisan Defense  Committee  in  defense  of 
immigrants  and  against  the  "anti-terror" 
laws.  Among  the  many  organizations 
endorsing  the  protest  was  the  Filipino 
Workers  Organization,  and  one  of  their 
leaders  addressed  the  rally. 

The  defense  of  the  CPP  and  other 
Filipino  leftists  is  a crucial  task  of  the 
international  workers  movement.  Fight 
the  "anti-terror"  witchhunt!  Hands  off 
the  CPP  and  Jose  Maria  Sison!  Full 
asylum  for  Sison!  U.S.  troops  out  of  the 
Philippines!  m 


For  the  Filipino  working  class  and  ple- 
beian women  and  youth,  workers  revolu- 
tion in  the  Philippines  is  a question 
of  life  and  death.  However,  the  gains 
wrested  by  a victorious  socialist  revolu- 
tion will  be  short-lived  in  the  face  of 
hostile  imperialism.  Moreover,  it  will  be 
impossible,  especially  in  the  impover- 
ished Philippines,  to  build  socialism  and 
therefore  realize  the  full  emancipation  of 
women  without  the  extension  of  the  revo- 
lution inlemalionally.  The  fight  for  pro- 
letarian power  in  the  Philippines  must  be 
linked  to  a perspective  of  international 
proletarian  revolution,  particularly  in  the 
imperialist  centers  of  the  U.S.,  Japan. 
Australia  and  West  Europe.  The  mil- 
lions-slrong  dia.spora  of  Filipino  work- 
ers around  the  world  provides  a living 
bridge  between  the  class  .struggle  in  the 
archipelago  and  those  in  the  Near  East. 
North  America  and  elsewhere.  The  key 
to  victory  lies  in  the  forging  of  an 
internationalist  Leninisi-Trotskyist  party 
against  all  variants  of  nationalism  and 
class  collaboration. 

The  Spartacist  League.  U.S.  section  of 
the  International  Communist  League, 
fights  against  every  depredation  of  U.S, 
imperialism  in  the  Philippines,  in  Iraq  and 
throughout  the  world.  As  part  of  our  strug- 
gle against  imperialism  and  in  defense  of 
working  people  and  the  oppressed  around 
the  globe,  we  stand  for  the  unconditional 
military  delense  of  social  gains  under  the 
Chinese,  North  Korean.  Vietnamese  and 
Cuban  bureaucratically  deformed  work- 
ers slates  against  imperialist  attack  and 

capitalist  counterrevolution.  Join  the  ICL 

in  the  fight  for  new  October  revolutions, 
for  the  liberation  of  .women  and  all  the 
oppressed  !■ 
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NYC... 

{contini4e(l  from  page  12) 

with”  the  jogger’s  hair.  This  is  a standard 
ploy  by  the  cops  when  they  don’t  have  an 
iota  of  physical  evidence  to  back  up  their 
case.  “Consistent  with"  is  meaningless; 
there  could  be  countless  millions  of  peo- 
ple who  had  hair  “similar”  to  the  jogger’s. 
But  the  prosecuting  attorney  then  baldly 
told  the  jury  at  the  trial  that  the  forensics 
expert  “found  on  Kevin  Richardson’s 
underpants  a hair  that  matched  the  head 
hair”  of  the  jogger.  DNA  tests  performed 
earlier  this  year  revealed  conclusively 
that  the  hair  did  not  match. 

Northwestern  University  Law  Profes- 
sor Steven  Drizin,  an  expert  on  false 
confessions,  pointed  out.  “It  is  almost  an 
absolute  certainly  they  were  not  involved 
in  this  rape.  That  would  require  a scenario 
so  unlikely,  it's  impossible  to  believe.  You 
also  have  to  explain  how  five  teenage 
boys  could  sexually  assault  a woman  and 
not  leave  a shred  of  physical  evidence  at 
the  scene.  Why  is  there  no  DNA?  Teen- 
age boys  can’t  make  peanut-butler-and- 
jelly  sandwiches  without  leaving  a mess 
behind”  (Newsday,  18  October). 

New  York  1989: 

A City  on  the  Edge 

At  the  lime  the  jogger’s  bludgeoned 
body  was  discovered  lying  in  the  park.  Ed 
Koch  was  in  the  middle  of  a lightly  con- 
tested mayoral  primary  race  with  black 
Democrat  David  Dinkins.  Koch,  who 
rode  into  office  appealing  to  the  while 
“ethnic”  vole,  seized  on  the  jogger  case  to 
once  again  play  to  the  racist  vote,  giving 
fuel  to  lynch  mobs  on  the  street.  Four 
months  after  the  rape,  a gang  of  while 
punks  in  Bensonhurst  blew  away  16-year- 
old  black  youth  Yusuf  Hawkins,  who  was 
in  “their”  neighborhood  to  visit  his  white 
girlfriend.  The  neighbors  excused  this 
coldblooded  murder  by  pointing  to  the 
Centra]  Park  rape. 

New  York  had  long  been  a city  on  the 
edge,  a trail  of  horrors  punctuated  by  the 
names  of  those  many  black  people  killed 
by  Koch’s  cops — among  them  67-year- 
old  grandmother  Eleanor  Bumpurs.  25- 
year-old  artist  Michael  Stewart.  17-year- 
old  black  honor  student  Edmund  Perry. 
In  1987  alone.  Koch’s  killer  cops  gunned 
down  24  people — 21  of  them  black  or 
Hispanic. 

Emboldened  while  thugs  on  the  streets 
had  for  years  engaged  in  a wave  of 
pogromist  attacks.  In  1982.  black  transit 
worker  Willie  Turks  was  beaten  to  death 
after  he  slopped  into  a bagel  shop  in  the 
Gravesend  section  of  Brooklyn.  In  1986. 
a Howard  Beach  lynch  mob  chased  23- 
year-old  Michael  Griffith  to  his  death 
on  the  Bell  Parkway.  In  1987,  a bus  of 
mostly  black  passengers  was  attacked  by 
a gang  of  20  while  punks  with  ax  han- 
dles. baseball  bats,  spiked  clubs  and  tire 
irons,  while  white  homeowners  in  Flush- 
ing torched  a building  which  the  city  had 
leased  to  house  black  and  Latino  foster 
care  infants. 

The  raw  racist  nightmare  that  defined 
New  York  was  replicated  in  cities  across 
the  country.  With  the  devastation  of 


whole  .swaths  of  industrial  plant.s,  Amer- 
ica s capitalist  rulers  came  to  see  the  res- 
idents of  the  inner-city  ghettos  which 
used  to  provide  a reservoir  of  unskilled 

labor  for  the  auto  plants  and  steel  mills 

a “reserve  army”  of  the  unemployed  to  be 
tapped  when  the  economy  needed  them 
— as  a “surplus”  population.  The  cold- 
blooded policy  of  starving  black  wellare 
mothers  and  their  kids  was  augmented  by 
a “war  on  crime”  which  snatches  young 
men  and  women  from  the  streets  and 
throws  them  into  prison  hellholes.  One 
statistic  sums  it  up:  As  one  million  assem- 
bly line  jobs  were  lost  in  the  1980s.  one 
million  people  were  added  to  the  prison 
population.  In  the  decade  .since,  on  the 
heels  of  what  was  hailed  as  U.S.  cap- 
italism’s greatest  economic  expansion, 
ghetto  conditions  have  only  worsened  and 
the  prison  population  has  continued  to 
skyrocket. 

An  article  in  the  Boston  Rrview  (April/ 
May  2002)  by  Loi'e  Wacquant  noted: 

“The  United  Stales  far  outstrips  all  ad- 
vanced nations  in  the  international  trend 
towards  the  penalization  of  .social  inse- 
curity. And  just  as  the  dismantling  of 
welfare  programs  was  accelerated  by  a 
cultural  and  political  conflation  of  black- 
ness and  underservingness,  so.  too.  the 
‘great  confinement'  of  the  rejects  of 
market  society — the  poor,  mentally  ill. 
homeless,  jobless,  and  useless — can  be 
painted  as  a welcome  'crackdown'  on 
them,  tho.se  dark-skinned  criminals  from 
a pariah  group  still  considered  alien  to 
the  national  body." 

The  Central  Park  jogger  case  played  a 
critical  role  in  feeding  a climate  where 
ghetto  youth  are  portrayed  as  inveterate 
criminals.  From  the  moment  the  victim 
was  taken  to  the  hospital,  the  black  and 
Latino  youths  were  being  lynched  in  the 
press.  The  obligatory  “alleged”  was  not 
used  when  describing  them  as  rapists. 
Even  before  they  were  coerced  into  giv- 
ing their  statements,  the  New  York  Times 
(21  April  1989)  ran  the  headline,  "Youths 
Rape  and  Beat  Central  Park  Jogger.” 
while  the  right-wing  gutter  rag  New  York 
Post  the  same  day  screamed.  “Wolfpack 
Rapes  Jogger.”  Liberal  columnist  Pete 
Hamill  disgustingly  added.  “I  think  this  is 
an  insult  to  animals  in  general  and  wolves 
In  particular”  (New  York  Post.  25  April 
1 989).  Even  today,  after  their  innocence  has 
been  proven,  one  of  the  lead  cops  on  the 
case  continues  to  refer  to  them  as  “mutts.” 
Citing  Family  Court  chief  prosecutor 
Peter  Reinharz  as  authority,  the  Times 
wrote  of  hundreds  of  “wolfpack”  attacks 
a year.  Of  course,  this  didn’t  include  the 
while  mob  that  murdered  Michael  Grif- 
fith in  1986.  who  were  always  politely 
referred  to  as  "Howard  Beach  residents.” 
The  immediate  aftermath  of  the  Cen- 
tral Park  attack  was  renewed  calls  to 
bring  back  capital  punishment  to  New 
York  State,  which  at  one  lime  had  been 
the  death  penally  capital  of  the  U.S.  A 
Post  (26  April  1989)  editorial  demanded. 
“Channel  Your  Outrage:  Demand  the 
Death  Penalty.”  Donald  Trump  paid 
$85,000  for  full-page  ads  in  the  city’s 
four  major  newspapers  declaring:  "Bring 
Back  the  Death  Penalty.  Bring  Back  Our 
Police.”  Trump  demanded:  "Let  our  poli- 
ticians give  back  our  police  department’s 
power  to  keep  us  safe.  Unshackle  them 
from  the  constant  chant  of  ‘police  bru- 


tality’ which  every  petty  criminal  hurls 
immediately  at  an  officer  who  has  just 
risked  his  or  her  life  to  save  another’s.” 
Pataki’s  support  to  the  death  penalty 
played  a large  role  in  his  1994  election  as 
governor  over  Democrat  Mario  Cuomo, 
who  hud  repeatedly  vetoed  death  penally 
legislation.  In  1995.  the  New  York  legis- 
lature voted  to  bring  back  capital  punish- 
ment. a law  enthusiastically  signed  by 
Pataki. 

In  a recent  column  in  Newsday  (22 
October).  Jimmy  Breslin  nailed  Trump: 
“If  the  woman  jogger  had  died  and  the 
young  men  were  convicted  of  murder 
and  executed,  and  the  evidence  of  being 
not  guilty  suddenly  came  out  now.  it 
would  be  murder  by  the  stale  and  Trump 
would  be  as  good  as  an  accomplice. 
The  most  you’d  get  out  of  him  would 
be  a shrug.  Calling  for  the  police  to 
be  let  loose  meant  exactly  what  it  said. 
Louima.  Diallo.  Let's  go.  Break  their 
heads.  Slam  ’em.”  In  fact,  dozens  of 
death  row  inmates  have  been  released  in 
recent  years  after  DNA  evidence  exoner- 
ated them. 

Shortly  after  the  rape.  Family  Court 
prosecutor  Reinharz  declared:  “I  think 
that  kids  like  this,  given  what  I would  call 
their  predatory  nature,  are  people  who. 
given  the  chance,  would  do  something 
like  this  again.  There  really  isn’t  any  way 
to  control  them — at  least  we  haven’t 
found  it  in  the  juvenile  justice  system” 
{New  York  Post,  25  April  1989).  He  was 
echoed  by  Pete  Hamill:  “Jail  does  not 
cause  them  fear.  They  come  from  a world 
where  jail  is  just  another  puberty  rile.  And 
in  jail  they  will  only  continue  the  educa- 
tion that  brought  them  to  Central  Park. 
And  we  know  one  more  thing:  atrocities 
like  this  will  go  on  and  on....  We  know 
why.  There  aren't  enough  cops.  There 
aren’t  enough  jails.  There  aren’t  enough 
judges”  {New  York  Post,  23  April  1989). 

This  view  of  black  youth  as  inherently 
“predatory”  has  been  the  ideological 
cover  for  Democratic  and  Republican 
administrations  putting  tens  of  thousands 
of  killer  cops  on  the  streets:  for  the  pas- 
sage of  stiffer  mandatory  sentences  and 
the  vast  expansion  of  prison  construc- 
tion; for  the  drastic  reduction  of  funding 
for  public  defenders;  for  the  gutting  of 
habeas  corpus  appeals  and  the  death  row 
speedup.  Largely  due  to  the  “war  on 
drugs.”  the  prison  population  has  more 
than  doubled  over  the  past  20  years,  with 
over  two  million  behind  bars,  more  than 
half  of  them  black  and  Hispanic. 

As  the  government  continues  to  starve 
the  ghettos  and  barrios,  the  Bush  admin- 
istration set  up  its  Office  of  Faith-Based 
and  Community  Initiatives  in  order  to 
funnel  government  funds  to  church  groups. 
John  Dilulio  was  hand-picked  by  Bush 
last  year  as  the  first  head  of  this  of- 
fice. As  a Princeton  professor.  Dilulio. 
the  exemplar  of  “compassionate  conser- 
vatism.” wrote  in  the  National  Review: 
“All  that’s  left  of  the  black  commu- 
nity in  some  pockets  of  urban  Amer- 
ica is  deviant,  delinquent  and  criminal 
adults  surrounded  by  severely  abused  and 
neglected  children,  virtually  all  of  whom 
were  bom  out  of  wedlock.”  Together  with 
right-wing  ideologues  William  Bennett 
and  John  Walters.  Dilulio  warned  in  the 
1996  book  Body  Count  of  a “rising  tide  of 
juvenile  superpredators.”  Although  the 
“rising  tide”  was  actually  plummeting, 
with  youth  crime  in  1999  at  its  lowest 
level  in  25  years,  their  rantings  provided 
inspiration  for  ‘The  Violent  Youth  Preda- 
tor Act  of  1996.”  under  which  juveniles 
are  housed  in  prison  with  adults.  Increas- 
ingly. children  as  young  as  12  are  being 
tried  as  adults. 

The  American  Injustice  System 

The  damage  done  to  the  lives  of  the 
five  young  men  and  their  families  is 
immeasurable.  As  Yusef  Salaam's  mother 
pointed  out.  “Every  lime  he  shows  up 
.someplace,  he  goes  and  he  applies  for  a 
job.  people  can  look  on  this  list  and  sec 
he’s  a felon  and  a sexual  predator.  Would 
you  hire  someone  like  that’?”  Speaking  of 
her  son  Kharcy.  who  is  now  30  years  old. 
Dolores  Wise  poignantly  said:  “He  was 
raised  in  prison”  {Newsday.  22  October). 


Her  other  .son  was  attacked  by  a teacher 
upon  learning  he  was  Kharey’s  brother. 

Among  the  fears  city  officials  have  in 
agreeing  to  overturn  the  frame-up  convic- 
tions is  opening  themselves  up  to  million- 
dollar  lawsuits.  No  amount  of  money  can 
mend  what  has  been  done  to  their  young 
lives,  or  to  their  families.  But  we  wel- 
come any  money  the  five  can  wrench  out 
of  the  racist  city  fathers — selling  off 
Trump  Plaza  and  giving  them  the  pro- 
ceeds would  be  a start. 

Frame-ups  by  the  cops  and  prosecu- 
tors. who.se  role  in  society  is  to  protect  the 
class  rule  of  the  bourgeoisie,  are  endemic 
to  the  American  capitalist  justice  system. 
In  the  typical  case,  the  cops  find  a sus- 
pect. usually  black  or  Latino,  and  suspend 
further  investigation  to  pin  the  crime  on 
him — coercing  confessions,  concealing 
evidence,  intimidating  witne.sses.  bribing 
finks.  And  then  there  are  tho.se  cases 
in  which  the  political  ends  served  by  a 
false  conviction  enormously  magnify  the 
duplicity  of  the  cops  and  prosecutors.  The 
jogger  case  is  one  example,  used  to 
whip  up  a climate  of  racist  hysteria  to 
further  the  ends  of  a ruling  class  that 
has  condemned  a whole  generation  of 
black  youth  to  unemployment,  poverty 
and  prison. 

The  case  of  black  death  row  political 
prisoner  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  is  another 
kind  of  example,  an  overt  frame-up  aimed 
at  silencing  a man  feared  by  the  state 
for  his  eloquent  and  outspoken  defiance 
of  the  capitalists’  racist  rule.  A former 
spokesman  for  the  Black  Panther  Party, 
a supporter  of  the  MOVE  organization. 
Jamal  was  railroaded  to  death  row  on 
charges  of  killing  Philadelphia  police 
officer  Daniel  Faulkner  in  December 
1981.  One  year  before  Matias  Reyes 
came  forward  to  absolve  the  Central  Park 
defendants.  Mumia’s  lawyers  presented 
to  the  courts  a sworn  confession  of 
Arnold  Beverly  that  he.  not  Jamal,  shot 
and  killed  Faulkner.  But  to  date  the  fed- 
eral and  slate  courts  have  refused  to  even 
consider  Beverly’s  confession  and  Jamal 
remains  under  the  shadow  of  death  in 
Greene  County,  Pennsylvania.  Another 
example  is  the  frame-up  of  Geronimo  ji 
Jaga  (Pratt),  a former  Black  Panther  who 
spent  27  years  in  prison  for  a crime  the 
government  knew  he  did  not  commit.  The 
murder  he  was  accused  of  look  place  in 
Santa  Monica,  but  the  FBI  had  wiretaps 
showing  that  he  was  in  Oakland  at  the 
time,  400  miles  away. 

The  hysteria  whipped  up  around  the 
Central  Park  jogger  case  was  a not-so- 
distani  echo  of  the  lynch  mob  “justice”  of 
the  Deep  South.  That  this  one  played 
"up  North”  is  simply  a measure  of  the 
increasingly  genocidal  impulses  of  the 
rulers  of  this  country  toward  the  black 
population,  whose  segregation  at  the  bot- 
tom of  this  society  has  always  been  a 
linchpin  of  American  capitalism.  Critical 
to  maintaining  this  state  of  affairs  has 
been  the  role  played  by  black  Democrats. 

David  Dinkins  came  to  office  in  1989 
assuring  Wall  Street  that  the  working  peo- 
ple and  minorities  “will  lake  it  from  me.” 
At  the  time,  admitted  FBI  fink  and  all- 
purpose hustler  Al  Sharpton  was  postur- 
ing as  the  voice  of  the  increasingly  desti- 
tute and  desperate  black  masses  of  the 
city.  Today.  Sharpton  opines  that  at  the 
lime  of  the  Central  Park  jogger  case.  “All 
we  had  was  our  outrage.  Now  the  feelings 
are  the  .same  but  the  expression  is  dif- 
ferent. We  have  proven  that  we  can  take 
the  system  on  and  win.”  What  Sharpton 
is  saying  is  that  he  has  made  it  as  one 
of  the  main  spokesmen  for  the  Demo- 
cratic Parly  in  New  York  City,  and  in  this 
role  wants  to  contain  any  expression  of 
outrage  in  the  face  of  the  demonstrative 
proof  of  the  innocence  of  the  five  black 
and  Latino  youths  who  were  vilified  as 
"animals”  and  thrown  behind  bars. 

The  case  of  these  youths  illuminates 
the  racist  frame-up  machine  of  American 
capitalist  “justice.”  It  will  take  a workers 
revolution  to  put  the  slate’s  machinery  of 
repression  and  death  out  of  business  once 
and  for  all  and  bring  to  justice  the  hired 
thugs  who  have  committed  untold  crimes 
against  the  working  class  and  minorities 
in  the  name  of  “law  and  order.”* 
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WOKKeHS  VAHCOARO 


NYC:  Racist  Frame-Up 
of  Black,  Latino  Youth 


Central  Park  Jogger  Case 


October  21; 
Dolores  Wise 

(at  left),  mother  of 

framed-up  youth 

Kharey  Wise, 

^ ■ 

at  rally  outside 
Manhattan 

Supreme  Court. 

On  19  April  1989.  two  panicularly  hei- 
nous crimes  were  committed  in  New  York 
City.  The  first  was  the  bludgeoning  and 
brutal  rape  of  a 28-year-old  woman  who 
came  to  be  known  as  the  Central  Park 
jogger.  The  second  was  the  launching  of 
a racist  frame-up  of  five  black  and  His- 
panic teenagers  who  were  rounded  up  by 
the  cops.  Everyone  from  the  bourgeois 
media  to  racist  pig  and  then-mayor  of 
New  York  Ed  Koch  and  billionaire  real 
estate  mogul  Donald  Trump  clamored  for 
a lynching.  All  pretense  of  “innocent  until 
proven  guilty"  was  tossed  out  the  window 
amid  screams  over  “wolfpacks”  of  black 
youth,  “animals  on  a feeding  frenzy.”  The 
not-.so-sublle  message  that  black  and  His- 
panic ghetto  youth  are  subhuman  was 
brought  home  in  a full-page  ad  by  Trump 
howling:  “They  should  be  forced  to  suf- 
fer and.  when  they  kill,  they  should  be 
executed  for  their  crimes....  CIVIL  LIB- 
ERTIES END  WHEN  AN  ATTACK  ON 
OUR  SAFETY  BEGINS.” 

The  five  youths — Anton  McCray.  Ray- 
mond Santana.  Kevin  Richardson,  Yusef 
Salaam  and  Kharey  Wise — were  all  con- 
victed and  served  their  full  terms,  ranging 
from  nine  to  twelve  years.  They  were 
consistently  denied  parole  for  refusing 
to  admit  to  the  rape,  which  they  did  not 
commit.  Last  January,  serial  rapist  Matias 
Reyes  confessed  that  he.  and  he  alone, 
committed  the  rape.  DNA  testing  corrob- 
orated his  account.  But  the  District  Attor- 
ney’s office  still  refuses  to  exonerate  its 
victims.  At  a court  hearing  on  October  21, 


the  D.A.’s  office  was  given  until  Decem- 
ber 5 to  complete  its  “investigation”  and 
advise  the  court  whether  it  is  joining  in 
the  defense  application  to  overturn  the 
convictions. 

The  conviction  of  these  youths  was  a 
racist  frame-up  in  the  best  American 
style.  The  centerpiece  of  the  prosecu- 
tion’s case  was  coerced  “confessions" — 
four  of  them  videotaped — extracted  after 
hours  of  interrogation,  threats  and  false 
promises  of  leniency.  Police  only  man- 
aged to  extort  a statement  from  15- 
year-old  Yusef  Salaam  after  unlawfully 
denying  requests  by  family  members  and 
close  friends  to  see  him.  Among  them 
was  Salaam’s  “Big  Brother”  counselor, 
who  happened  to  be  an  Assistant  United 
States  Attorney.  Throughout  the  trial,  the 
five  recanted  the  “confessions”  and  main- 
tained their  innocence. 

Even  in  the  forced  “confessions.”  not 
one  of  the  youths  ever  admitted  to  actu- 
ally raping  the  jogger.  Instead,  they  told 
stories  of  being  part  of  a group  attack  in 
which  others  committed  the  rape.  In  the 
basic  details  as  to  the  location  of  the 
attack,  the  description  of  the  woman,  the 
number  of  people  involved  and  the  weap- 
ons used,  the  stories  told  by  each  of  the 
five  were  so  disparate  from  each  other — 
and  the  known  facts — as  to  have  cast  sig- 
nificant doubt  that  they  were  anything  but 
the  product  of  scared  kids  trying  to  tell 
the  cops  what  they  wanted  to  hear  so  they 
could  go  home. 

The  cops  and  prosecutors  always  knew 


there  was  no  physical  evidence  linking 
the  five  to  the  attack.  Although  the  jogger 
lost  75  percent  of  her  blood  during  the 
brutal  beating,  not  a drop  of  it  was  found 
on  them.  The  tabloids  dutifully  reported 
days  after  the  attack  that  the  cops 
believed  not  only  that  the  jogger  was 
raped  eight  times  but  that  the  attacks 
came  in  shifts.  But  only  one  semen  sam- 
ple was  ever  discovered — which  turned 
out  to  be  Reyes',  It  has  recently  been 
revealed  that  the  cops  knew  that  a similar 


rape  had  occurred  in  the  park  two  nights 
earlier,  which  Reyes  has  also  since  con- 
fessed to.  But  they  never  told  the  teens 
lawyers  about  the  earlier  attack — infor- 
mation which  would  have  been  vital  to 
the  defense — because  it  didn’t  jibe  with 
the  frame-up  that  had  been  concocted. 

The  police  department’s  forensics 
expert  testified  that  hair  found  on  one  of 
the  youths.  Kevin  Richardson,  could  be 
described  as  “consistent  with  and  similar 
continued  on  page  II 


South  Africa:  Striking  Miners 
Killed  on  the  Picket  Line 


The  following  article  vvfl.r  writ- 
ten by  our  comrades  of  Spartadst 
South  Africa,  section  of  the  Interna- 
tional Communist  League. 
JOHANNESBURG— In  the  first 
two  days  of  October,  the  powerful 
Congress  of  South  African  Trade 
Unions  (COSATU)  called  a gen- 
eral strike/stayaway  action  against 
the  drive  to  privatise  government 
assets,  which  has  already  resulted 
in  massive  job  losses  and  hikes  in 
payments  for  basic  services  like 
electricity  and  water.  The  two-day 
action  was  widely  effective,  with 
the  auto  and  transport  sectors  hard- 
e.st  hit. 

But  when  mine  workers  at  the 
East  Rand  Proprietary  Mines 
(ERPM)  in  Boksburg  extended  the 
strike  by  an  extra  day  to  protest  low 
wages.  ERPM  bosses  responded  by 
threatening  to  terminate  these  strik- 


ing workers  if  they  didn’t  return  to 
work  by  Sunday.  By  the  time  the 
workers  returned  to  the  mine  shafts 
the  following  Monday,  the  company 
had  already  brought  .security  guards 
to  enforce  a lockout.  As  the  workers 
gathered  to  protest  the  lockout,  the 
guards  opened  fire  with  shotguns, 
killing  two  and  seriously  wounding 
scores  of  others.  One  of  the 
wounded  later  died  in  the  hospital. 
We  stand  in  solidarity  with  those 
victimised  miners  and  the  injured, 
and  share  our  grief  with  the  families 
of  those  killed, 

This  coldblooded  killing  was  an 
attack  on  the  whole  of  the  South 
African  labour  movement.  Indeed, 
Thabo  Mbeki’s  regime  is  intent  on 
waging  war  against  the  working 
class  and  poor  in  order  to  please 
the  white  capitalist  class  and  their 
continued  on  page  9 
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Mass  Protests  Against  Bush’s  War  Moves 


For  Class  Struggle 
Against  Imperialist  War! 


Break  with  the  Democrats! 
For  a Workers  Party! 


On  November  8.  the  United  Nations 
Security  Council  gave  its  fig  leaf  to  the 
pending  military  assault  on  Iraq  by  U.S. 
imperialism.  The  ballyhooed  opposition 
by  France  and  Russia,  among  others, 
pointed  to  widespread  fears  of  Washing- 
ton's increasingly  bellicose  “unilateral- 
ism.” At  the  same  time,  the  unanimous 
vote  simply  underlines  that  it  is  the 
“world's  only  superpower”  that  calls  the 
shots  in  the  UN  and  that  the  other  mem- 
bers of  this  den  of  imperialist  thieves  and 
their  victims  all  have  their  price.  Criminal, 
but  hardly  surprising,  was  the  Chinese 
government’s  support  for  the  UN  resolu- 
tion. with  one  of  its  representatives  at  the 
UN  crowing:  "The  sunlight  of  unity  is 
about  to  come."  The  “unity"  proffered  by 
the  traitorous  Stalinist  bureaucracy  in 
Beijing  to  the  imperialists  helps  pave  the 
way  for  the  U.S.  to  realize  a central  ambi- 
tion— reconquering  the  Chinese  deformed 
workers  state  for  imperialist  exploitation. 

The  UN  vote  came  a mere  three  days 
after  the  American  midterm  elections, 
which  gave  the  Republicans  control  of 
the  House  and  Senate.  The  Bush  gang, 
which  rode  into  office  on  a minority  of 
the  vole,  seized  on  the  criminal  killing  of 
thousands  of  innocent  civilians  in  the 
September  1 1 attack  on  the  World  Trade 
Center  to  get  a lock  on  power,  declaring  a 
"war  on  terrorism"  against  any  perceived 
enemy,  domestic  or  foreign.  Bush  & Co. 
view  their  midterm  victory  as  giving 
them  something  like  the  “divine  right  of 
kings" — the  "right"  to  do  whatever  to 
whomever. 

It's  more  tax  cuts  for  the  rich  and  in- 
creasingly no  rights  for  anyone  else,  as 
the  Constitution  is  put  through  the  shred- 
der of  "homeland  security."  The  Bush 
administration  now  sees  smooth  sailing  in 
appointing  such  federal  judges  as  Priscilla 
Owens,  the  virulent  anti-abortion  bigot 
currently  seated  on  the  Texas  Supreme 
Court,  and  Mississippi’s  Charles  Picker- 
ing. whose  credentials  include  a 1959 
law  review  article  advocating  that  the 
state’s  laws  against  interracial  marriage 
be  strengthened.  And  with  the  wind  in  the 
sails  of  these  nuclear  madmen,  the  rest  of 
the  world  had  better  watch  out.  too. 

Among  supporters  of  the  Democratic 
Party  there  is  much  hand-wringing  over 
its  poor  showing  in  the  election,  with 
recriminations  flying  over  the  absence  of 
♦iny  stand  that  would  have  indicated  even 
nominal  opposition  to  the  Republican 
agenda.  Indeed,  it  is  notable  that  the 
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Washington,  O.C.,  October  26:  Revolutionary  Internationalist  Contingent  organized  by  Spartacist  League/Spartacus 
Youth  Clubs  offered  alternative  to  pro-Democratic  Party  politics  of  demonstration  organizers. 


Democrats  didn't  even  make  a pretense  of 
fighting  for  the  “little  man”  when  polls 
showed  that  voters  were  far  more  con- 
cerned about  jobs,  pensions  and  health 
care  than  about  the  “war  on  terror”  or 
Iraq.  But  the  policies  being  pursued  by 
the  Bush  administration  are  in  many 
respects  simply  the  hardcore  extension 
of  policies  that  were  implemented  under 
the  Clinton  White  House,  from  the  abro- 
gation of  constitutional  rights  such  as 
habeas  corpus  for  death  row  defendants 
and  the  destruction  of  welfare  programs 
to  bombing  raids  against  Iraq.  The  only 
difference  is  that  Clinton  claimed  to  "feel 
your  pain"  while  the  Bush  administration 
revels  in  it. 

The  idea  that  the  Democrats  are  the 
"friends"  of  labor  and  blacks  has  long 
been  used  to  keep  the  working  class,  black 
people  and  the  oppressed  locked  into  the 
electoral  shell  game,  through  support  to 
the  capitalist  Democratic  Party.  Such  illu- 
sions are  also  strengthened  by  putative  left 
organizations  such  as  those  that  organized 
and  endorsed  the  October  26  protests 
against  war  on  Iraq  in  Washington.  D.C. 
and  the  Bay  Area.  We  print  below  an  ed- 
ited version  of  a presentation  at  a Novem- 
ber 2 Spartacist  League/Spartacus  Youth 
Club  forum  in  New  York  City  given  by 
Yowxi>  Spartacus  editor  Michael  Davisson. 
« * * 

Nearly  a quarter  million  protesters 
from  across  the  country  took  to  the  streets 


of  Washington.  D.C.  and  San  Francisco  in 
demonstrations  to  "Stop  the  War  on  Iraq 
Before  It  Starts"  last  Saturday,  with  soli- 
darity rallies  taking  place  in  many  other 
cities.  Traveling  to  D.C.  from  all  over  the 
Midwest.  Northeast  and  South,  protesters 
filled  the  streets  for  several  blocks  on  a 
march  around  the  White  House.  With  the 
crazed  U.S.  imperialists  in  the  advanced 
stages  of  planning  a mass  slaughter  of  the 
Iraqi  people,  it  is  a welcome  development 
that  large  numbers  of  youth  are  actively 
protesting  against  U.S.  military  action  in 
Iraq.  But  on  what  basis  were  they  mobi- 


lized by  the  demo  organizers?  The  dead 
ends  of  moral-witness  pacifism  and  elec- 
toral pressure  politics. 

In  Washington  and  San  Francisco  on 
October  26,  we  Marxists  in  the  Spartacist 
League  and  Spartacus  Youth  Clubs  mobi- 
lized revolutionary  internationalist  con- 
tingents with  banners  and  signs  based 
on  a counterposed  set  of  demands;  "For 
class  struggle  against  the  U.S.  capitalist 
rulers!  Defend  Iraq  against  U.S.  imperi- 
alist attack!  Down  with  the  UN  starvation 
blockade!”  We  sold  our  press,  soapboxed 
continued  on  pa^e  9 
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CLASS-STRUGGLE  DEFENSE  NOTES 

BuiU  PBC  Hotiitty  Appeal 
far  Class-War  Prisoners! 


"All  through  history  those  who  have 
fought  against  oppression  have  constantly 
been  faced  with  the  dungeons  of  a ruling 
class.  The  greater  the  cause  has  been,  and 
the  deeper  it  has  been  ro<Mcd  in  the  needs 
and  suffering  of  the  masses,  the  more  it 
has  been  menaced  by  the  tortures  of 
prison  cells.  The  number  of  victims  taken 
from  among  the  ranks  of  those  who  have 
fought  for  a cause  has  been  the  measure 
of  its  greatness.  No  cause  is  a great  one 
which  has  not  produced  fighters  in  its 
ranks  who  have  dared  to  face  arrest  and 
trial  and  imprisonment.  The  fear  of  a rul- 
ing class,  and  the  effectiveness  of  those 
who  struggle  against  them,  can  always  be 
measured  by  the  number  upon  whom  they 
wreak  revenge  in  this  way.... 

‘The  victory  of  the  class-war  prisoners  is 
possible  only  when  they  are  inseparably 
united  wjth  the  living  labor  movement 
and  when  that  movement  claims  them 
for  its  own,  takes  up  their  battle  cry  and 
carries  on  their  work." 

— James  P.  Cannon.  ‘‘The  Cause 
That  Passes  Through  a Prison” 
(September  1926).  reprinted  in 
Notebook  of  an  Agitator 
(Pathfinder  Press.  1958) 

In  this  spirit  of  class  solidarity,  evoked 
by  the  founder  and  early  leader  of  the 
International  Labor  Defense,  the  Partisan 
Defense  Committee  is  launching  its  17th 
annual  Holiday  Appeal  fund  drive  to 
help  maintain  our  program  of  monthly 
stipends  for  16  class-war  prisoners  and 


to  provide  extra  funds  and  holiday  gifts 
for  them  and  their  loved  ones. 

The  fight  for  these  class-war  prisoners 
is  all  the  more  urgently  posed  today  as  a 
defense  of  all  of  us  against  a ruling  class 
which  aims  its  military  arsenal  against 
Iraq  and  its  arsenal  of  state  repression 
against  any  perceived  opponent  of  its 
vicious  class  rule  at  home.  The  "war  on 
terror"  is  wielded  as  a cover  for  gearing 
up  the  government’s  power  to  spy  on  the 
population,  jail  activists  and  trade-union 
militants,  and  indiscriminately  round  up 
immigrants.  In  a frontal  attack  on  basic 
constitutional  rights,  the  government  has 
declared  that  anyone,  immigrant  or  citi- 
zen. deemed  an  "enemy  combatant”  can 
be  imprisoned  indefinitely  with  no  right 
to  a trial  or  an  attorney.  That  these  attacks, 
initially  targeted  in  the  main  against 
Muslims  and  Arabs,  will  ultimately  be 
directed  against  organized  labor  was  viv- 
idly demonstrated  by  the  government’s 
use  of  a Taft-Hartley  injunction  against 
the  ILWU  longshore  workers. 

All  this  underscores  that  opposition 
to  U.S.  imperialist  military  adventures 
must  be  linked  to  defense  of  the  interests 
of  workers  and  the  oppressed  in  the  U.S. 
It  was  with  this  understanding  that  in 
San  Francisco  last  February,  the  PDC  and 


Internal  Struggle  in  the 
Leninist  Party 

Writing  in  1932.  as  factional  turmoil 
racked  the  Communist  League  of  America, 

Trotskyist  leader  James  P.  Cannon  underlined 
the  crucial  importance  of  internal  political 
struggle  for  the  education  and  steeling  of  the 
membership  of  a Leninist  vangitard  party.  The 
CLA  was  part  of  Leon  Trotsky's  International 
Left  Opposition,  which  fought  the  Stalinist 
degeneration  of  the  Third  International,  at 
that  lime  as  an  expelled  faction  of  that  body. 

What  is  the  primary  purpose  of  a discussion  in  a communist  organization?  It  is  not  to 
discredit  one  another,  not  to  exalt  some  and  push  others  down,  not  to  present  matters  as 
prosecution  on  the  one  side  and  defense  on  the  other.  No,  the  primary  purpose  is  to 
clarify  the  principled  questions,  to  educate  the  comrades  on  the  meaning  of  the  dis- 
pute of  the  moment,  to  teach  them  to  penetrate  the  essence  of  a question  and  draw  their 
inferences  accordingly,  so  that  the  lessons  are  firmly  gained  and  remembered  for 
the  future,  when  similar  problems  will  arise  in  different  forms.  In  other  words,  the  pri- 
mary aim  of  a discussion  conducted  by  communist  leaders  is  to  teach  the  comrades 
to  think  and  to  fight  politically,  to  grasp  the  main  aspects  of  a question,  to  go  by  prin- 
ciple and  not  to  be  sidetracked  by  incidental  matters.  The  acquisition  of  this  method  is 
the  condition  sine  qua  non  for  our  comrades  to  fulfill  their  mission  as  the  vanguard  of 
the  vanguard,  not  only  in  future  disputes  within  the  ranks  of  the  Left  Opposition,  but 
also,  and  especially,  in  conflicts  with  the  other  party  factions,  and  beyond  that  in  the 
broad  class  struggle  and  in  the  general  labor  movement,  where  they  will  encounter  ail 
kinds  of  demagogues  who  are  masters  of  all  kinds  of  tricks. 

— James  P.  Cannon.  “Draft  on  the  Internal  Struggle.”  July  1932.  printed  in 
Writings  and  Speeches:  The  Communist  League  of  America  1932-34  (1985) 
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Bay  Area  Ubor  Black  League  for  Social 
Defen.se  initialed  the  first  labor-centered 
mobili/alion  in  defense  of  immigrants  tar- 
geted under  the  U.S.  rulers  "war  on  terror- 
ism” and  in  opposition  to  the  USA-Patriot 
Act  and  the  Maritime  .Security  Act. 

We  urge  you  to  contribute  to  and  help 
build  the  Holiday  Appeal.  This  is  not  an 
act  of  charity,  but  rather  the  duty  of  fight- 
ers against  injustice  to  those  inside  prison 
walls  as  we  struggle  for  their  freedom. 

Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  award-winning 
Journalist,  former  Black  Panther  Party 
spokesman  in  his  youth,  supporter  of  the 
MOVE  organization  and  defiant  opponent 
of  racist  stale  terror.  In  1982  Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal  was  railroaded  to  death  row  at  the 
hands  of  Philadelphia's  notorious  cop  and 
court  frame-up  machine  on  demonstrably 
false  charges  of  killing  Philly  police  offi- 
cer Daniel  Faulkner.  The  PDC  pamphlet 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is  an  Innocent  Man! 
reprints  the  sworn  confession  of  the  man 
who  actually  did  shoot  and  kill  Faulkner, 
Arnold  Beverly.  Beverly’s  account  is 
affirmed  in  accompanying  declarations  by 
Jamal  and  his  brother  William  Cook,  who 
was  at  the  scene  of  the  shooting. 

The  pamphlet  also  features  the  affida- 
vit of  PDC  counsel  Rachel  Wolkenstein. 
who  was  a member  of  Jamal’s  defense 
team  from  1995  to  1999.  It  compeliingly 
marshals  the  evidence  of  his  innocence 
and  powerfully  documents  the  struggle 
waged  against  Mumia’s  former  attor- 
neys, who  worked  overtime  to  ensure 
that  this  exculpatory  evidence  was  never 
introduced  in  court. 

Last  December,  a federal  court  over- 
turned Jamal’s  death  sentence  while 
affirming  the  conviction,  condemning 
Jamal  to  life  in  prison.  This  ruling  is  being 
challenged  by  the  prosecution.  Jamal’s 
new  legal  team  has  filed  appeals  against 
the  refusal  of  both  federal  and  Pennsylva- 
nia state  courts  to  even  consider  Beverly’s 
testimony.  This  December  marks  21  years 
of  Mumia’s  imprisonment.  The  PDC  calls 
on  working  people,  minorities,  youth  and 
all  opponents  of  racist  capitalist  oppres- 
sion to  raise  the  cry:  Freedom  Now  for 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal!  Abolish  the  Racist 
Death  Penalty! 

Jerry  Dale  Lowe.  United  Mine  Work- 
ers member  framed  up  on  federal  charges 
in  the  July  1993  shooting  death  of  a scab 
contractor  in  Logan  County.  West  Vir- 
ginia. The  scab  was  part  of  a convoy  leav- 
ing the  mine,  shot  in  the  back  of  the  head 
from  the  direction  of  the  bosses’  thugs. 
Lowe  was  singled  out  by  authorities 
because  he  was  a militant  defender  of  the 
picket  line.  For  the  "crime”  of  defending 
his  union.  Lowe  was  sentenced  to  nearly 
eleven  years  in  jail  in  Ashland.  Kentucky 
with  no  possibility  of  parole.  Last  year, 
his  appeal  based  on  new  ballistics  evi- 
dence was  turned  down  in  federal  court. 

Ed  Poindexter  and  Wopashitwe 
Mondo  Eyen  we  Langa,  former  Black 
Panther  supporters  and  leaders  of  the 
Omaha  Nebraska  Committee  to  Combat 
Fascism.  Victims  of  racist  FBI  COIN- 
TELPRO  operation,  framed  up  for  an 
explosion  in  1970  which  killed  a cop. 
Both  were  convicted  on  the  basis  of  per- 
jured testimony,  sentenced  to  life  and 
have  now  spent  more  than  30  years 
apiece  in  jail.  Nebraska  Board  of  Par- 
dons refuses  to  lessen  sentences  so  that 
they  can  be  considered  for  parole.  Poin- 
dexter is  at  Lino  Lake,  MN  and  Mondo 
is  at  Lincoln,  NE. 

Jaan  Laaman  and  Ray  Luc  Levas- 
seur  were  arrested  in  1984  and  ’85  as  part 
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Mumia  Abu-Jamal 


of  the  Ohio  7.  They  are  radical  activ« 
ists  with  a shared  history  of  opposition 
to  racism  and  imperialism.  Sentenced  to 
45  years  to  life  under  RICO  conspira^ 
laws  on  allegations  of  bank  expropri? 
lions  and  bombings  targeting  symbols  of 
U.S.  imperialism  in  the  late  ’70s  and  ‘8(^ 
Jaan  Laaman  was  transferred  to  South 
Walpole.  MA.  Ray  Luc  Levasseur  is  in 
Atlanta.  GA. 

Hugo  Finell.  the  last  of  the  Sad' 
Quentin  6 still  in  prison.  Militant  anti- 
racist, leader  of  prison  rights  organiz- 
ing along  with  George  Jackson,  who) 
was  murdered  by  prison  guards  in  1971. 
In  prison  for  over  37  years.  In  Januai^ 
Pinell  was  again  denied  parole  and  he 
continues  to  serve  a life  sentence  at  the 
notorious  Pelican  Bay  Security  Housing 
Unit  in  California. 

Eight  MOVE  members.  Chuck  Afric^ 
Michael  Davis  Africa,  Debbie  Sinifl 
Africa,  Janet  Holloway  Africa,  JuniiuS 
Phillips  Africa,  Edward  Goodman 
Africa,  Delbert  Orr  Africa  and  VVMliaiif 
Phillips  Africa,  are  in  their  25th  year  in 
prison.  They  were  sentenced  to  30-100 
years  after  the  1978  police  attack  on  thei^ 
Philadelphia  home,  falsely  convicted  of 
killing  a police  officer.  The  PCRA  peti; 
tion  to  overturn  their  frame-ups  was 
denied  last  year. 

Jamal  Hart,  Mumia’s  son,  was  sen^ 
lenced  in  1998  to  ISVz  years  on  bogus 
firearm  possession  charges,  targeted  for' 
his  prominent  activism  in  the  campuig^ 
to  free  his  father.  Although  Hart  was  ini- 
tially charged  under  Pennsylvania  laws, 
which  would  have  meant  a probaiionai^ 
sentence,  Clinton’s  Justice  Departmem 
intervened  to  have  Hart  thrown  in  priNonT 
He  is  not  eligible  for  parole.  Han  is  at 
Fairton,  NJ. 
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Contribute  Now!  All  proceeds  tron^ 
the  Holiday  Appeal  will  go  to  the  Class-I 
War  Prisoners  Stipend  Fund.  Send  youa 
contributions  to:  PDC,  P.O.  Box  99.^ 
Canal  St.  Station.  New  York.  NY  10013; 
(212)  406-4252. 

The  PDC  is  a class-struggle,  nonj 
sectarian  legal  and  social  defense  orgaiijl 
ization  that  champions  cases  and  causep 
in  the  interests  of  the  whole  of  the  work- 
ing people.  This  purpose  is  in  accof; 
dance  wilh  the  political  views  of  ihfl| 
Spartacist  League.  ■ 


Benefit  for  doss- War  Prisoners 

Organize  for  Jamal’s  Freedom 


New  York  City 

Friday,  December  6 
6 to  10  p.m. 

6 Harrison  St..  Manhattan 

(Take  1 or  9 to  Franklin  St.) 

For  more  information; 
(212)  406-4252 
PO.  Box  99.  Canal  Si  Sta. 
New  York.  NY  10013 


Chicago 

Sunday,  Decembers 
3 to  7 p.m. 

United  Electrical  Hall 
37  S.  Ashland  (at  Monroe) 
For  more  information' 
(312)  563-0442 
PO.  Box  802867 
Chicago.  IL  60680 


Bay  Area 

Sunday,  December  6 
1 to  4 p.m. 

Centro  del  Pueblo 
474  Valencia.  San  Francisco 
For  more  information: 
(510)  839-0852 
PO.  Box  77462 
San  Francisco.  CA  94107 
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— Full  Democratic  Rights  for  Gays! — 

Transgender  Youth 
Murdered  in  Brutal  Attack 


On  October  3,  17-year-old  Gwen 
Araujo,  a Latina  iransgender  woman 
whose  birth  name  was  Eddie,  was  sav- 
agely beaten  and  strangled  with  a rope 
after  attending  a party  in  Newark.  Cali- 
fornia. Her  body  was  found  almost  two 
weeks  later  buried  in  a shallow  grave 
150  miles  away  in  the  Sierra  Nevada 
foothills.  Three  men.  ages  19  to  24.  have 
been  arraigned  and  await  trial  for  murder. 
Youth  around  California  have  been  mobi- 
lizing to  protest  the  hideous  attack  and 
show  their  support  for  gay  rights,  from 
demonstrations  in  the  Bay  Area  at  schools 
like  Berkeley  High  to  Los  Angeles,  where 
a multiethnic  crowd  of  about  60  people, 
mostly  transgender  youth,  marched  in 
honor  of  Gwen  Araujo  on  November  3. 

Araujo’s  lynching  comes  four  years 
after  gay  Wyoming  student  Matthew 
Shepard  was  left  to  die  following  a sadis- 
tic attack  that  provoked  protests  around 
the  country  and  abroad.  Far  from  isolated 
incidents,  these  cases  are  the  demented 
and  concentrated  expression  of  the  big- 
otry faced  by  gays,  lesbians,  bisexuals 
and  Iransgenders  in  this  brutal  capital- 
ist society.  Transgenders  are  particular- 
ly vulnerable  given  that  the  difference 
between  their  chosen  gender  identity  and 
their  biological  one  could  be  visibly  rec- 
ognized. So  far  this  year.  25  transgender 
people  have  been  killed,  according  to  the 
National  Transgender  Advocacy  Coali- 
tion. Since  1990.  38  transgenders  have 
been  murdered  in  California  alone.  In 
1999.  Alina  Marie  Barragan  was  stran- 
gled to  death  in  San  Jose  after  a man 
found  out  .she  was  biologically  male.  In 
1993.  Brandon  Teena,  a biological  female 
who  lived  as  a male,  was  kidnapped, 
raped  and  murdered  in  Nebraska,  a case 
made  famous  by  the  movie  Boys  Don’t 
Cry. 

Newark,  a conservative  working-class 
town  just  north  of  San  Jose,  is  not  exactly 
part  of  the  mythical  "liberal"  Bay  Area, 
where  more  open  social  attitudes  toward 
sexuality  are  in  fact  restricted  to  areas  of 
San  Francisco.  Berkeley  and  Oakland. 
But  even  in  the  so-called  gay  haven  of 
San  Francisco’s  Castro  district,  gays  and 
others  are  targeted  by  fascist  scum  and 
anti-gay  bigots.  According  to  Commu- 
nity United  Against  Violence,  a group 
that  monitors  anti-gay  violence,  in  2001 
there  were  over  300  anti-gay  attacks  in 
San  Francisco  alone.  Meanwhile  in  West 
Hollywood,  a heavily  gay  town  in  the  Los 
Angeles  area,  a spate  of  assaults  on  gays 
since  September  has  pul  the  gay  commu- 
nity on  high  alert.  At  least  five  gay  men 
have  been  attacked  with  bats,  metal  poles 
and  knives  on  the  streets. 

Following  the  news  of  Gwen  Araujo’s 
murder,  evil-incarnate  Reverend  Fred 
Phelps  and  his  disgusting  Kansas-based 
Westboro  Baptist  Church  cohorts  threat- 
ened to  picket  her  memorial  in  Newark, 
just  as  they  did  at  Matthew  Shepard’s 
funeral  four  years  earlier  with  signs  read- 
ing "God  Hates  Fags."  Nearly  1 ,000  youth 
2nd  gay  rights  activists  came  to  support 
Araujo’s  family  and  protest  this  provoca- 
h<m;  although  Phelps  did  not  show  up 
31  the  funeral,  he  and  his  ilk  picketed  in 
front  of  Araujo’s  house.  Phelps  has  now 
announced  he  will  picket  performances 
of  The  Uiramic  Project,  the  powerful  play 
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about  Matthew  Shepard’s  murder,  at 
Newark  Memorial  High  School,  which 
Gwen  had  attended,  and  Bishop  O’Dowd 
High  School  in  Oakland  on  the  weekend 
of  November  15.  When  Phelps  and  his 
filthy  handful  of  followers  came  to  San 
Francisco  in  1994  to  picket  and  disrupt  the 
memorial  of  Randy  Shills,  a gay  reporter 
and  writer  who  had  died  of  AIDS,  a Spar- 
lacisl  contingent  joined  hundreds  of  angry 
counter-protesters  in  routing  these  vile 
anti-gay  bigots,  making  them  run  for 
cover  like  cockroaches  exposed  to  light. 

Phelps  is  not  just  a nut  case,  but  is 
one  of  the  shock  troops  of  right-wing 
reaction,  seeking  to  exterminate  gays  and 
drive  women  back  into  the  home.  His 
anti-gay  filth  is  an  incitement  to  murder, 
just  as  the  bible-ihumping.  anti-woman, 
anti-abortion  reactionaries  incite  terror- 
ist attacks  against  abortion  clinics  and 
the  murder  of  the  increasingly  few  doc- 
tors who  perform  the  operations.  It  is  no 
coincidence  that  the  KKK  fascists  attack 
both  blacks  and  gays,  as  well  as  union 
militants  and  Jews.  These  bigots  go  after 
those  they  perceive  as  deviating  from 
their  retrograde  model  of  human  society. 

At  a November  8 candlelight  vigil  for 
Gwen  at  Newark  Memorial  High  School, 
religiosity  dominated  the  crowd  as  priests 
and  other  members  of  the  church  passed 
out  candles  and  held  signs  that  read.  "God 
Loves  Everybody."  But  religious  back- 
wardness is  one  of  the  central  moral  props 
for  the  oppression  of  gays  in  capitalist 
society.  Furthermore,  government  en- 
forcement and  promotion  of  "family  val- 
ues" moralism  gives  reactionaries  a green 
light  for  carrying  out  terrorist  murders  and 
attacks  against  gays  and  transgenders. 

It  is  a real  measure  of  the  reactionary 
political  climate  in  the  U.S..  fostered  not 
least  by  Christian  fundamentalists,  that 
the  Democrats  can  posture  as  protectors 
of  the  rights  of  women  and  gays.  Bill 
Clinton  slashed  welfare  for  millions  of 
women  and  children,  and  under  his  pres- 
idency access  to  abortion  for  poor  and 
rural  women  actually  decreased.  He  en- 
acted the  "don’t  ask.  don’t  tell"  policy 
which  ushered  in  a widespread  anti-gay 
witchhunt  in  the  military.  Clinton  also 
signed  the  Defense  of  Marriage  Act, 
which  enshrined  marriage  as  the  union 
between  one  man  and  one  woman  and 
blocked  access  to  federal  benefits  for  gay 
partners  indefinitely. 

This  whole  "family  values’’  reaction 
is  aimed  at  regulating  sexual  activities 
for  all.  especially  youth.  From  the  dan- 
gerous stale-sponsored  "abstinence  only" 
campaigns  to  the  rollback  of  abortion 
rights,  the  capitalist  rulers  are  intent  on 
regimenting  youth  and  the  population  at 
large.  The  guiding  principle  for  sexual 
relationships  between  all  people  must 
be  one  of  effective  consent.  Government 
out  of  the  bedroom!  Down  with  reaction- 
ary "age  of  consent"  laws!  For  full  demo- 
cratic rights  for  gays! 

Groups  around  the  nation  have  been 
calling  for  the  expansion  of  existing  "hale 
crimes"  laws  to  prevent  further  murder- 
ous attacks.  This  strategy  disarms  the  vic- 
tims by  fostering  illusions  that  the  capi- 
talist stale  will  somehow  bring  justice 
to  those  it  oppresses.  This  is  the  same 
state  that  sends  cops  to  smash  picket 


lines,  arrests  prostitutes  on  the  streets, 
terrorizes  blacks  and  Latinos  in  the  ghet- 
tos and  denies  gays  their  civil  rights, 
while  protecting  fascist  scum  from  anti- 
fascist demonstrators.  If  implemented, 
such  laws  would  only  give  cops  and  the 
courts  added  power  for  increased  repres- 
sion againjii  minority  communities  and 
those  they  deem  enemies  by  allowing  the 
racist  state  to  pass  judgment  on  what  is 
and  is  not  motivated  by  "hale." 

Bigotry  against  gays  and  transgenders 
is  not  just  a matter  of  personal  values  or 
lack  of  education  about  "differences.”  It 
flows  from  the  entrenched  gender  roles 
decreed  by  the  sexual  division  of  labor 
in  the  family — the  root  of  the  oppression 
of  women  in  class  society — and  is  rein- 
forced by  religious  moral  codes.  The  cap- 
italist order  is  built  upon  private  property 
and  the  class  domination  of  the  capital- 
ists over  workers  and  all  the  oppressed. 
Capitalist  society  needs  the  family,  a bed- 
rock conservatizing  force  and  the  mecha- 
nism by  which  private  property  is  passed 
down  and  a new  generation  of  workers 
raised,  and  so  it  cannot  ultimately  "legit- 
imize” those  who  fundamentally  deviate 
from  its  restrictions,  not  least  gays  and 
iransgenders. 

While  we  fight  for  an  end  to  all  laws 
that  oppress  gays  and  others  deemed 
"deviant”  by  the  American  bourgeoisie’s 
Christian  anti-sex  moralism.  we  recog- 
nize that  it  will  lake  a more  fundamental 
transformation  to  change  deeply  rooted 
attitudes  toward  sex  roles  and  sexuality. 
A socialist  revolution  is  necessary  to  lay 
the  basis  for  replacing  the  family  and 
creating  a society  in  which  all  individuals 
are  free  to  fully  express  themselves.  We 
seek  to  win  the  working  class  to  the 
understanding  that  workers  must  lake  up 
the  fight  for  gay  and  women's  rights  as 


San  Francisco  Chronicle 


Gwen  Araujo  (with  niece),  trans- 
gender youth  murdered  by  anti-gay 
bigots. 

their  own.  which  means  breaking  away 
from  religious  obscurantism,  male  chau- 
vinism and  anti-gay  bigotry,  which  only 
serve  the  bourgeoisie. 

When  in  1982  the  Nazis  wanted  to 
march  on  Gay  Pride  Day  in  Chicago,  the 
Spartacist  League  initiated  a united-front 
labor/black  mobilization  which  drew  sup- 
port from  dozens  of  trade  unions  and 
black.  Latino.  Jewish,  gay.  student  and 
leftist  organizations.  Although  the  Nazis 
thought  that  no  one  would  try  to  slop  an 
attack  on  a vulnerable  section  of  the  pop- 
ulation. 3.000  people  came  out  to  slop 
them.  This  demonstration  was  an  exam- 
ple of  the  kind  of  action  that  would  be 
undertaken  by  a revolutionary  vanguard 
party  of  the  proletariat  acting  as  the  "trib- 
une of  the  people.”  like  the  Bolshevik 
Party  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky.  We  need  a 
proletarian  revolution  to  sweep  away  the 
system  that  spawned  the  bigotry  of  the 
depraved  killers  of  Gwen  Araujo.  Mat- 
thew Shepard  and  all  the  countless  other 
victims  of  reactionary  and  fascislic  terror. 
We  in  the  Spartacus  Youth  Clobs  seek  to 
win  youth  to  the  fight  to  build  a parly  to 
lead  the  working  class  and  all  the 
oppressed  to  victory.  ■ 


Spartacus  Youth 


BAY  AREA 


Alternate  Tuesdays.  7 p.m. 
November  19;  Women’s  Liberation 
Through  Socialist  Revolution. 
On  the  Special  Oppression  of 
Women  under  Capitalism 
UC  Berkeley.  246  Dwinelle  Hall 
information  and  readings;  (510)  839-0851 
or  e-mail  slbayarea@compuserve.com 


CHICAGO 


Tuesday,  November  26,  6 p.m. 
Finish  the  Civil  War!  Black  Liberation 
Through  Socialist  Revolution! 
University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago 
Room  117  Lincoln  Hall 
707  S.  Morgan  St. 

Information  and  readings:  (312)  563-0441 
or  e-mail  spartacist@iname.com 


LOS  ANGELES 


Saturday,  November  23,  2 p.m. 
The  1917  Russian  Revolution;  How 
the  Working  Class  Took  Power 
3806  Beverly  Blvd..  Room  215 
(Vermont/Beverly  Red  Line  station) 
information  and  readings:  (213)  380-8239 
or  e-mail  slsycla@cs  com 


Club  Class  Series 


BOSTON 


Alternate  Thursdays,  7 p.m. 
November  21; 

Lenin  and  the  Vanguard  Party 

Boston  University 
CAS  Room  237 
725  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Information  and  readings;  (617)  666-9453 
or  e-mail  bostonsyc@yahoo.com 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Tuesday,  November  19,  7 p.m. 
Defend  China,  North  Korea,  Cuba 
and  Vietnam  against  Imperialist 
Attack  and  Counterrevolution! 
For  Workers  Political  Revolution! 
Columbia  University 
Hamilton  Hall.  Room  609 
(116th  and  Broadway) 
Information  and  readings;  (212)  267-1025 
or  e-mail  nysl@compuserve  com 

Visit  the  International 
Communist  League 
web  site: 
www.icl-fi.org 
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Prometheus  Research  Library  Book 


Dog  Days 


James  P.  Cannon  vs.  Max  Shachtman 
in  the  Communist  League  of  America,  1931-1933" 


The  Prometheus  Research 
Library  (PRL).  archive  and  cen- 
tral library  of  the  Central  Com- 
mittee of  the  Spartacist  League, 
is  proud  to  announce  the  publi- 
cation of  its  third  book.  Do)* 

Days:  James  P.  Cannon  vs.  Max 
Shachtman  in  the  Ctnnmunisl 
League  of  America.  19JI-1 9J3. 

This  752-page  volume,  avail- 
able in  both  paperback  and 
hardcover,  includes  118  doc- 
uments that  chronicle  a fac- 
tional polarization  which  rent 
the  American  section  of  Leon 
Trotsky's  International  Left  Op- 
position (ILO)  from  1931  to 
1 933.  This  was  a period  of  stag- 
nation that  Cannon  later  aptly 
called  the  "dog  days  of  the 
movement."  Pitting  supporters 
of  James  P.  Cannon  against  the 
generally  younger  followers  of 
Max  Shachtman.  who  were  less 
experienced  as  workers’  lead- 
ers. the  fight  in  the  Communist 
League  (CLA)  presaged  the 
defining  split  in  American  Trotskyism  which  occurred  in 
1939-40.  Yet  the  1931-33  struggle  has  never  before  been 
well  documented. 

The  PRL’s  new  volume,  which  includes  an  exhaustive 
introduction  that  situates  the  CLA  fight  in  the  context  of 
the  political  sorting  out  that  occurred  in  the  early  ILO. 
sheds  new  light  on  the  history  of  the  Trotskyist  move- 
ment. It  also  provides  a lively  picture  of  the  membership 
and  work  of  the  Trotskyists  during  this  early  period, 
documenting  the  political  and  organizational  growth  of  a 
small,  fighting  propaganda  group  which  went  on  to  lead 
one  of  the  decisive  American  class  battles  of  1934 — the 
great  Minneapolis  Teamsters  strikes. 

In  the  book's  Editorial  Note,  the  genesis  of  the  volume 
is  explained:  "In  the  political  youth  of  James  Robertson, 
co-editor  of  this  compilation,  the  .subject  matter  of  this 
book  had  a somewhat  mystical  and  mythical  quality, 
wherein  might  be  found  the  origins  of  the  profound  1940 
scission  in  the  Trotskyist  (i.e.,  the  authentic  communist) 
movement."  In  1 939-40,  Max  Shachtman  and  his  sup- 
porters departed  decisively  from  a revolutionary  pro- 
letarian and  internationalist  perspective,  abandoning 
the  unconditional  military  defense  of  the  world’s  first 
workers  stale,  the  Soviet  Union.  Cannon  and  Trotsky  led 
a six-month-long  struggle  against  Shachtman’s  petty- 
bourgeois  opposition,  which  composed  some  40  percent 
of  the  Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP) — then  the  U.S. 
Trotskyist  organization — and  its  youth  organization. 

The  fight  coincided  with  the  outbreak  of  World  War 
II.  and  many  of  the  European  Trotskyist  organiza- 
tions were  functioning  in  conditions  of  illegality.  The 
fight  in  the  SWP  "became  in  effect  a discussion  for  the 
entire  Fourth  International  and  was  followed  with  pas- 
sionate interest  by  the  members  of  all  sections"  (Fourth 
International,  May  1940).  Trotsky’s  writings  from  the 
struggle  were  collected  in  In  Defense  of  Marxism-, 
Cannon’s  were  published  in  The  Struggle  for  a Proletar- 
ian Party. 

Shachtman  and  some  of  his  supporters  went  on  to 


CLA  contingent  in  May  Day  demonstration,  New  York  City,  1934. 


establish  the  Workers  Party,  developing  the  view  that  the 
USSR  was  a new  form  of  class  society,  "bureaucratic 
collectivist.”  For  a period.  Shachtman’s  organization 
claimed  to  adhere  to  the  Fourth  International  (FI)  and 
acted  as  a rival  to  the  SWP,  the  FI  section  in  the  U.S. 
But  under  the  impact  of  the  Cold  War.  the  Workers  Party 
moved  rapidly  to  the  right  and  changed  its  name  to 
the  Independent  Socialist  League  (ISL)  in  1949.  In  1958 
the  ISL  liquidated  into  the  pathetic  dregs  of  American 
social  democracy.  By  the  1960s.  Shachtman  was  sup- 
porting the  CIA-sponsored  Bay  of  Pigs  invasion  of  Cuba 
and  U.S.  imperialism's  bloody  war  against  the  Viet- 
namese national  and  .social  revolution.  His  path  of 
renegacy  has  been  well  chronicled  by  the  Spartacist 
tendency,  most  recently  in  "The  Bankruptcy  of  ‘New 
Class’  Theories — Tony  Cliff  and  Max  Shachtman:  Pro- 
Imperialist  Accomplices  of  Counterrevolution"  (Sparta- 
cist  [Engli.sh-language  edilioni  No.  55.  Autumn  1999). 

Cannon  remained  National  Secretary  of  the  Socialist 
Workers  Party  until  he  retired  in  1953.  He  was  then 
SWP  National  Chairman  until  his  death  in  1974.  But  by 
the  late  1950s.  the  party  began  to  succumb  to  the  conse- 
quences of  the  Cold  War  anti-Communist  witchhunt, 
including  lack  of  recruitment  and  an  aging  cadre.  By 
1960,  the  parly  had  given  up  on  the  struggle  for  revolu- 
tionary proletarian  leadership,  hailing  Fidel  Castro  as  an 
"unconscious  Trotskyist"  and  tailing  the  liberal-pacifist 
leadership  of  the  civil  rights  movement.  The  Revolu- 
tionary Tendency,  forerunner  of  the  Spartacist  League, 
fought  the  party’s  degeneration  and  was  expelled  from 
the  SWP  in  1963.  The  SL  today  stands  on  the  heritage  of 
Cannon’s  revolutionary  SWP,  which  has  less  than  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  increasingly  quirky  reformi.st  sect 
around  Jack  Barnes  that  today  calls  itself  the  Socialist 
Workers  Party. 

The  material  published  in  Dog  Days  documents  that 
there  was  a deepgoing  polarization  between  support- 
ers of  Shachtman  and  those  of  Cannon  already  in  the 
CLA.  posing  the  possibility  of  a split  in  early  1 933.  But 
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Left:  James  R Cannon 
and  Red  Army  soldiers 
at  time  of  Comintern 
Sixth  Congress,  1928. 
Max  Shachtman, 

Berlin,  1930. 


unlike  in  1939-40,  there  was  no 
decisive  principled  or  prognu 
matic  difference.  Trotsky  inte|_ 
vened  sharply  in  the  spring  of  j 
1933.  warning  that  the  iwoj 
sides  “anticipate  u lot  by  shat 
ening  the  organizational  struj 
gle  between  the  groups  and 
members  without  any  conm 
lion  with  the  development 
political  work  and  the  qu< 
lions  it  raises."  He  .sought  to  gt 
the  two  factions  to  dissolve  so^ 
that  their  members  could  direct 
their  energy  into  expanding  ih< 
League’s  mass  work.  Troiskj 
intervention  coincided  with  an' 
upturn  in  the  class  struggle  in 
1933-34,  which  provided  iht 
objective  basis  for  the  CLA  to' 
break  out  of  the  impasse  jnt 
go  forward. 

Prelude  to  1939-40 
Faction  Fight 

In  his  History  of  American 
Trotskyism  (1944).  Cannon  c 
reclly  called  the  CLA  dispute  "the  premature  rehearsal 
of  the  great,  definitive  struggle  of  1939-40."  At  the 
time,  he  described  only  a "sea  of  petty  troubles,  jealou 
ies.  clique  formations  and  internal  fights."  The  extent 
of  the  polarization  was  later  downplayed  or  dismisse 
by  many  of  the  leading  participants  interviewed  by  ih 
PRL  in  the  1970s  and  1990s.  Some  of  the  old-time 
were  embarrassed  by  their  positions  in  the  early  Ugh 
(For  example,  Carl  Cowl,  later  a follower  of  the  ul 
leftist  Hugo  Oehler.  supported  Shachtman  in  the  CL 
a fact  which  he  never  mentioned  when  the  PRL  inter 
viewed  him.) 

The  exception  was  Albert  Glotzer,  a key  leader  of  Ih^|^ 
Shachtman  group,  whose  memory  was  fueled  by  anti- 
Cannon  passions  which  burned  as  hot  in  later  decades: 
as  they  had  in  the  early  1930s.  By  the  time  the  PR 
interviewed  him  in  the  early  1990s.  Glotzer  was  a con 
firmed  "State  Department  socialist"  with  ties  to  th 
imperialist  secret  services.  (Richard  Valcourt.  editor  o 
the  International  Journal  of  Intelligence  and  Counter- 
Intelligence,  spoke  at  his  1999  memorial  meeting.)  Yeri 
Glotzer  obscenely  continued  to  insist  that  Cannon  hadl 
never  been  a true  Bolshevik!  The  PRL  introduction  to] 
Dog  Days  makes  use  of  the  PRL’s  interviews  with  for- 
mer CLAers.  as  well  as  of  interviews  with  Cannon  anJ 
Shachtman  conducted  by  others  in  the  1960s  and  1970s.^ 
In  1939-40.  the  factional  lineup  among  SWP  Nation  ^ 
Committee  members  who  had  been  part  of  the  early 
CLA  was  almost  identical  to  that  of  1931-33.  Shacht 
man.  Martin  Abern  and  Glotzer  were  pitied  against 
Cannon,  Vincent  Dunne  and  Carl  Skoglund.  (The  one 
exception  was  Morris  Lewit — later  known  as  Morris 
Stein — who  supported  Shachtman  in  the  early  fight  but 
became  a key  collaborator  of  Cannon’s  in  1934  and 
a stalwart  of  the  Soviet  defensists  in  1939-40.)  The 
magnum  opus  of  the  Shachtman  side,  the  lengthy  June 
1932  "The  Situation  in  the  American  Opposition:  Pros 
pect  and  Retrospect"  (referred  to  hereafter  as  "Prospec 
and  Retrospect”),  harps  on  the  same  organization 
themes  of  Cannon’s  so-called  "bureaucratic  consersa 
tism  that  dominated  the  petty-bourgeois  opposition  i 
1939-40.  When  Cannon  sent  his  Struggle  for  a Proletar- 
ian Party  to  Trotsky  in  1940,  he  noted.  "Its  length  mus 
be  excused  on  the  ground  that  the  dam  of  ten  yci 
patience  has  been  broken  down.” 

Prospect  and  Retrospect."  signed  by  Shachtma 
Abem  and  Glotzer,  is  the  source  of  all  subseque 
accounts  of  Cannon  as  an  unreformed  Zinovievist  an 
bureaucrat  with  little  interest  in  Marxist  theory  or  inter 
national  questions.  Submitted  just  before  a June  19.^ 
plenum  of  the  CLA’s  National  Committee  (NO.  "Proi 
pect  and  Retrospect”  was  withdrawn  by  its  authors  at  th 
plenum  and  then  resubmitted  a month  later.  Carbon  cop 
ies  of  the  document  circulated  extensively  in  the  CL 
through  private  factional  channels,  but  “Prospect  ;in 
Retrospect  ’ never  appeared  in  the  CLA  Internal  Bullets 
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because  Cannon  never  completed  the  reply  he  was  man- 
dated to  write  by  the  National  Committee  majority.  In 
DoK  Days:  Janxfs  P.  Cannon  v.v.  Max  Shachiman  in  the 
Communist  League  of  America.  1931  1933.  “Prospect 
and  Retrospect’*  is  published  for  the  first  lime. 

The  new  volume  draws  together  representative  docu- 
ments. motions  and  correspondence  from  both  sides  of 
the  factional  divide,  as  well  as  all  of  Trotsky’s  correspon- 
dence and  interventions  into  the  CLA  fight.  But  it  does 
not  reproduce  Cannon’s  major  documents  and  factional 
correspondence,  most  of  which  were  published  by  Path- 
finder Press  in  1985  as  part  of  Cannon’s  Writings  and 
Speeches:  The  Communist  League  of  America  1932-34. 
That  volume  includes  Cannon’s  partial,  draft  reply  to 
"Prospect  and  Retrospect”  as  well  as  “Internal  Problems 
of  the  CLA.”  which  Cannon  co-authored  with  Arne  Swa- 
beck  in  March  1932.  Cannon’s  1932-34  Writings  and 
Speeches  is  an  essential  companion  to  the  PRL’s  new 
book:  Pathfinder’s  earlier  volume.  Cannon’s  Writings 
and  Speeches:  The  Left  Opposition  in  the  U.S.  1928-31, 
also  provides  important  background  information  and 
context.  Dog  Days  includes  eight  Cannon  pieces  not  in 
the  Pathfinder  collection,  all  of  which  circulated  in  the 
minutes  of  the  CLA’s  leading  committee  resident  in  New 
York  and  in  Internal  Bulletins. 

Most  of  Trot-sky’s  written  interventions  into  the  CLA 
fight  were  published  in  English  as  part  of  Pathfinder’s 
Writings  of  Leon  Trotsky  series.  But  they  are  spread  over 
several  volumes,  and  the  bulk  of  them  appears  only  in 
the  Writings  Supplement  1929-33.  Dog  Days  gathers 
them  together  in  one  book  for  the  first  time,  putting 
them  in  the  context  of  the  CLA’s  internal  disputes  so 
that  their  full  import  is  clear.  The  new  volume  also 
includes  seven  never-before-published  letters  by  Trot- 
sky, most  of  them  from  the  section  of  the  Trotsky  papers 
at  Harvard  University  covering  his  period  in  exile.  This 
.section  was  opened  to  the  public  only  in  1980.  after 
Pathfinder’s  Trotsky  Writings  series  was  compiled.  Trot- 
sky had  no  English-speaking  secretary  at  the  lime  of  the 
CLA  dispute,  so  most  of  his  letters  were  written  in  Ger- 
man. and  a few  in  French  and  Russian.  The  PRL  pre- 
pared new  translations  for  Dog  Days. 

Dog  Days  includes  letters  and  documents  by  many 
other  CLA  cadres,  including  Ame  Swabeck,  Carl 
Skoglund,  Albert  Glotzer,  Martin  Abern  and  Maurice 
Spector.  PRL  researchers  searched  the  papers  of  leading 
CLAers  in  archives  around  the  United  Stales,  unearthing 
in  all  some  600  items  relating  to  the  CLA  dispute  and 
the  preceding  organizational  tensions  and  disputes  on 
international  questions.  The  1 18  documents  selected  for 
the  book  give  a representative  picture  of  the  faction  fight 
as  it  unfolded.  Short  introductions  by  the  editors  give 
necessary  background  material.  Extensive  footnotes  pro- 
vide additional  information  and  a 40-page  glossary 
identifies  people,  institutions  and  publications  that 
might  be  unfamiliar  to  the  reader.  There  are  16  pages 
of  photos — many  never  before  published — of  leading 
CLAers  and  the  class-struggle  events  in  which  the 
Trotskyists  participated,  as  well  as  reproductions  of  the 
organization's  publications.  The  volume  contains  an 
extensive  index,  and  the  paperback  as  well  as  the  hard- 
cover have  durable  smyth-sewn  bindings. 

The  documents  in  Dog  Days  reveal  just  how  pro- 
foundly Cannon  was  shaped  by  the  CLA’s  early  fac- 
tional struggle  and  especially  Trotsky’s  intervention, 
which  completed  Cannon’s  education  as  a Leninist. 


Destroying  the  Shachlmanite  myth  that  Cannon  was 
simply  a "hand-rai.ser  for  Trotsky."  this  volume  illus- 
trates that  the  relationship  between  Trotsky  and  Cannon 
was  forged  over  time— not  least  in  fights  against 
Shachiman.  Dog  Days  is  a kind  of  manual  of  the  dos 
and  don’ts  of  Lcnini.st  internal  party  struggle.  As  the 
PRL  introduction  notes: 

"The  documents  reveal  the  myriad  ien.sions  that  can  tear 
apart  a small  communist  propaganda  nucleus.  How  the 
CLA  overcame  the  ’dog  days’  to  become  one  of  the 
strongest  sections  of  the  Fourth  International  is  an  impor- 
tant lesson  in  the  struggle  to  forge  a revolutionary  party 
and  its  cadre.  The  Prometheus  Research  Library,  central 
reference  archive  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Sparta- 
cist  League.  U.S.  section  of  the  International  Communi.st 
League,  is  unique  in  understanding  the  importance  of  the 
CLA  fight  and  making  its  history  accessible  to  our  own 
and  future  generations.  The  ICL.  like  the  ILO.  is  a fighting 
communist  propaganda  group  with  the  goal  of  forging 
parties  of  the  proletarian  vanguard  to  lead  to  victory  new 
October  Revolutions  internationally.'' 

it  is  not  a propitious  time  to  bring  out  a specialized 
and  detailed  volume  of  communist  history  such  as  this. 
Interest  in  the  history  of  revolutionary  Marxism  is  cur- 
rently at  a low  ebb  as  bourgeois  ideologues  continue  to 
peddle  “death  of  communism”  triumphalism  bom  out  of 


the  demise  of  the  Soviet  Union.  But  it  was  Stalinism 
that  died  when  Stalin’s  epigones  gave  the  USSR  back  to 
the  capitalist  world  economy  in  1991-92.  not  commu- 
nism. A crystallizing  bureaucratic  caste  under  Stalin 
usurped  political  power  from  the  Soviet  working  class 
in  early  1924.  In  the  aftermath,  the  Stalinist  propaganda 
machine  at  the  top  of  the  world’s  first  workers  state  per- 
verted Marxism.  To  justify  its  policies,  which  oscillated 
between  abject  conciliation  of  imperialism  and  stupid 
adventurism,  the  Stalinist  caste  insisted  that  it  was  pos- 
sible to  build  "socialism  in  one  country”  and  to  peace- 
fully “co-exist”  with  imperialism.  These  dogmas  belong 
on  the  garbage  heap  of  history;  they  have  nothing  to  do 
with  genuine  Marxism,  i.e..  Trotskyism. 

Whatever  the  fads  and  fancies  of  bourgeois  social 
sciences,  the  dynamic  of  the  class  struggle  is  built  into 
the  nature  of  the  capitalist  economy.  The  working  class 


has  the  power  and  the  interest  to  overthrow  this  decay- 
ing social  order  and  to  replace  it  with  an  internation- 
ally planned  economy.  The  leap  in  development  that 
comes  with  a planned  economy — even  a bureaucrati- 
cally deformed  and  nationally  limited  one — has  been 
made  patently  obvious  by  the  devastation  of  infrastruc- 
ture. industry,  education  and  health  that  have  accompa- 
nied capitalist  counterrevolution  in  the  old  Soviet  Union 
and  East  Europe.  Future  generations  of  proletarian  revo- 
lutionaries will  need  to  assimilate  the  indispensable  leg- 
acy of  the  Russian  Revolution.  They  will  find  much  to 
instruct  them  in  the  pages  of  the  PRL’s  new  volume.  It 
is  unfortunate  that  this  book  presently  appears  only  in 
English. 

The  Impasse  of  the  CLA 

The  American  Trotskyist  movement  was  founded  in 
October  1 928  when  Cannon.  Abern  and  Shachiman  were 
expelled  from  the  Communist  Party  (CP)  for  attempting 
to  organize  support  for  Leon  Trotsky’s  Left  Opposition. 
Bom  in  struggle  against  the  Stalinist  bureaucratic  caste, 
the  Left  Opposition  fought,  in  both  the  Soviet  party  and 
the  Communist  International  (Cl)  as  a whole,  to  continue 
Lenin’s  fight  for  international  working-class  revolution. 


against  Stalin’s  revisionist  insistence  on  building  “social- 
ism in  one  country.”  Cannon  was  won  to  the  Left  Oppo- 
sition in  1928  while  attending  the  Communist  Interna- 
tional’s Sixth  Congress  in  Moscow,  where  he  read  the 
two  parts  of  Trotsky’s  Critique  of  the  Comintern’s  draft 
program  that  were  distributed  to  members  of  the  Program 
Commission.  (The  whole  of  the  Critique,  which  consi.sts 
of  three  parts,  was  later  published  as  The  Third  Interna- 
tional After  Lenin.)  Cannon  and  Canadian  Communist 
Party  leader  Maurice  Spector.  also  a member  of  the  Pro- 
gram Commission,  smuggled  a copy  of  Trotsky’s  manu- 
script out  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  began  organizing  sup- 
port for  the  Left  Opposition  in  their  respective  parties. 

Working  of  necessity  in  great  secrecy.  Cannon  man- 
aged to  win  over  only  a very  few  of  his  compatriots 
—centrally  his  companion.  Rose  Karsner,  as  well  as 

continued  on  page  6 
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From  left:  Martin  Abern,  Vincent  R.  Dunne,  Carl  Skoglund,  Maurice  Spector,  Arne 
Swabeck,  Max  Shachtman,  all  full  members  of  1931-34  CLA  National  Committee.  Full 
members  not  pictured:  James  P.  Cannon,  Albert  Glotzer,  Hugo  Oehler. 
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(continued  from  page  5) 

Shachlman  and  Abern— before  being  expelled  from  the 
CP.  However,  the  fledgling  Trotskyist  group  immedi- 
ately began  publishing  a newspaper,  the  Militant,  to 
propagate  its  views.  The  group  quickly  won  adherents. 
Cannon  had  been  the  co-leader,  along  with  William  F. 
(Bill)  Dunne,  of  the  smallest  of  the  three  major  groups 
that  vied  for  leadership  in  the  factional  wars  that  domi- 
nated the  Communist  Party  in  the  1920s.  Cannon  had  a 
great  deal  of  authority  as  a founding  Communist  with  a 
history  in  the  pre-communist  workers  movement,  going 
back  to  his  days  as  an  itinerant  organizer  lor  the  Indus- 
trial Workers  of  the  World  in  the  1910s.  He  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  Workers  Party  when  it  was  founded  in 
December  1921  as  a legal  organization  parallel  to  the 
underground  Communist  Party.  While  many  members  of 
the  CP’s  Cannon  faction— including  Bill  Dunne— went 
along  with  Cannon’s  expulsion,  many  others  opposed  or 
at  least  questioned  it.  These  questioners,  too.  were 
unceremoniously  expelled  by  the  CP  leadership,  which 
was  at  the  time  in  the  hands  of  an  opportunist  faction 
led  by  the  unprincipled,  ambition-crazed  adventurer 
Jay  Love.stone  (who  later  evolved  into  an  imperialist 
secret  service  operative).  After  reading  Trotsky’s  Cri- 
tique. the  majority  of  the  expellees  declared  for  the  Lelt 
Opposition  and  began  distributing  the  Militant.  The  ILO 
considered  itself  an  expelled  faction  of  the  Communist 
Party,  fighting  to  return  the  Communist  International  to 
the  program  embodied  in  its  first  four  congresses. 

The  Communist  League  of  America,  which  initially 
included  the  Canadian  comrades  in  a Toronto  branch,  had 
some  100  members  at  its  founding  convention  in  May 
1929.  The  former  Cannon  faction  members  were  joined 
by  a handful  of  former  adherents  of  the  third  CP  faction, 
which  was  led  by  William  Z.  Foster.  At  the  time  the 
Trotskyists  were  expelled,  the  Cannon  and  Foster  fac- 
tions were  in  a bloc  against  the  opportunist  Loveslone 
leadership.  Disgusted  by  the  continued  and  sharpening 
rightward  course  of  the  CP  under  Love.stone.  disaffected 
Fosterites  gave  the  fledgling  Trotskyists  a hearing  and 
some  were  recruited.  But  this  source  of  new  members 
was  soon  cut  off.  as  the  Dog  Days  introduction  recounts. 
Lovestone.  failing  to  accurately  judge  the  winds  blowing 
from  Moscow,  did  not  break  early  enough  with  his  main 
Moscow  sponsor.  Nikolai  Bukharin.  He  was  expelled 
from  the  CP  the  same  month  the  CLA  was  founded. 
Lovestone  took  his  clo.sest  supporters  with  him.  but  Sta- 
lin had  managed  to  isolate  him  from  the  vast  majority  of 
his  faction,  which  remained  in  the  party. 

The  expulsion  of  Lovestone  was  part  of  a wholesale 
left  turn  in  the  policies  of  Cl  parlies  decreed  by  Moscow 


The  PRL  introduction  to  Dog  Days  deals  extensoeiy 
with  the  1929-30  frictions.  Some  of  the  tension  grew  out 
of  the  fact  that  Cannon  recognized  early  on  that  the 
Third  Period  had  shut  off  the  CLA’s  possibilities  for 
immediate  substantial  growth.  Shachtman  and  Abemj 
resisted  this  conclusion,  insisting  on  taking  the  Militant] 
weekly  in  late  1929.  Other  tensions  arose  as  the  Ameri- 
can Trotskyists  avidly  assimilated  Trotsky’s  writings,  i 
realizing  the  depth  of  the  political  deficiencies  of  the  old| 
Cannon  faction  in  the  Communist  Party.  Cannon  j 
explained  in  a 1974  interview  referenced  in  Dog  Days: 
“As  we  began  to  get  the  writings  of  Trotsky,  it  opened  up  a 
whole  new  world  for  us.  And  they  (Abern  and  Shacht- 
man 1 discovered,  this  is  my  assumption,  that  while  they 
had  always  taken  what  I said  for  gospel,  they  discovered 
there  were  a lot  of  things  I didn’t  know.  That  I was  just 
beginning  to  learn  from  Trotsky.  What  they  didn’t  know 
was  that  I was  learning  as  well  as  they  were.  Shachtman  at 
least.  I think,  had  the  idea  that  he  had  outgrown  me  ” 
Shachtman,  Abern  and  Glotzer  look  great  exception  to 
Cannon’s  1930  statement  that  the  CLA’s  cadre  had  been 
“‘prepared  by  the  past’  for  our  place  under  the  banner  of 
the  International  Left  Opposition”  (Militant,  10  May 
1930).  Labeling  Cannon’s  assertion  a "theory  of  gesta- 
tion,” they  disparaged  the  record  of  the  Cannon  faction 
in  the  CP.  insisting  that  their  being  won  over  to  the  Lett 
Opposition  was  some  kind  of  historical  accident. 

The  PRL’s  first  book,  James  P.  Cannon  and  the  Early 
Years  of  American  Communism:  Selected  Writings  and 
Speeches,  1920-1928,  which  was  published  in  1992. 
covered  Cannon’s  years  as  CP  leader,  documenting  the 
political  evolution  of  the  Cannon  faction.  The  Cannon 
faction  was  motivated  largely  by  national  concerns  and 
did  not  break  fundamentally  with  the  Stalinist  dogma  of 
“socialism  in  one  country.”  At  the  same  lime,  the  fac- 
tion’s record  proves  that  there  was  much  in  their  world- 
view that  led  them  to  the  ILO’s  door.  As  the  PRL  noted  | 
in  the  introduction  to  James  P.  Cannon  and  the  Earh 
Years  of  American  Commttnism: 

"When,  in  1932.  .Shachlman  and  Abern  led  a rehellionj 
against  Cannon’s  leadership  of  the  Communist  League  ot . 
America,  they  were  only  interested  in  telling  one  side  off 
the  story.  The  material  presented  here  also  tells  another 
one  that  predisposed  a deliberate  and  considered  workers 
leader  like  Cannon  to  turn  away  from  high  office  wiihinj 
the  American  party  in  favor  of  remaining  true  to  the  revi>-I 
lutionism  that  had  animated  his  youth  and  continued  to) 
animate  the  program  of  the  l.cft  Opposition." 

The  introduction  to  Dog  Days  notes  that  in  , 
ular  Shachtman  et  al.  underplayed  the  importance  off 
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In  1929  CLA  published  the  first  two  parts  of  Trotsky’s  1928  Critique  of  draft  program  of  Communi 
InteSon^.  Trotsky  (right)  with  (from  left)  Jan  Frankeb  son  Leon  Sedov,  wife  Natalya  Sedova  and 
Czechoslovakian  Trotskyist  Jirl  Kopp  in  Prinkipo,  Turkey,  1930. 


in  1927-28.  Stalin  moved  against  the  Soviet  party  right 
wing,  led  by  Bukharin,  which  had  advocated  a series  of 
economic  concessions  that  were  made  to  the  well-oft 
peasants  who  could  hire  labor  (the  kulaks)  from  1925- 
28.  Stalin  and  Bukharin  had  stood  together  in  the  fight 
against  the  Left  Opposition,  but  the  conces.sions  made  to 
the  peasantry  proved  a horrible  disaster  (as  the  Left 
Opposition  had  predicted).  By  1927  the  kulaks  were 
hoarding  grain,  threatening  to  starve  the  Soviet  cities. 
In  an  abrupt  about-face.  Stalin  moved  to  brutally  and 
forcibly  collectivize  the  peasantry  and  implement  a 
planned,  but  adventurous,  rate  of  industrialization.  At 
the  same  time,  the  Comintern  declared  that  a new 
"Third  Period”  of  post-World  War  I political  life  had 
opened  up  in  which  revolution  was  just  around  the  cor- 
ner. Bukharin  and  most  of  the  leaders  of  the  right  in  the 
Soviet  party  soon  capitulated  to  Stalin,  but  inlemalion- 
ally  Bukharin’s  supporters  were  expelled  from  most 
communist  parties.  The  Bukharinites  congealed  into  an 
international  Right  Opposition  which  included  the 
Lovestone  group  in  the  U.S. 

The  international  turn  toward  "Third  Period”  ultraleft 
rhetoric — which  was  often  combined  with  adventurist 
actions — assuaged  many  communists  previously  disaf- 
fected with  the  Comintern's  growing  opportunism.  The 
new  policy  further  undercut  the  LO’s  appeal  by  seem- 
ing to  co-opt  its  call  for  a more  rapid  pace  of  Soviet 
industrialization.  In  Cannon’s  words,  the  Third  Period 


was  “a  devastating  blow.”  In  the  early  ’60s.  Shachimaij 
recounted: 

"We  could  no  longer  speak  of  the  Party  going  further  jnm 
further  to  the  right.  We  could  no  longer  speak  of  ihd 
Lovestoneites  ruining  the  Party,  Wc  could  no  longer  speall 
of  the  Fosterites  having  illusions  that  they  would  get  tho| 
leadership  of  the  Parly.  If  anything  resulted  from  that,  it 
was  a counteroffensive  by  the  Fosterites — in  the  ranks,  toj 
be  sure,  unofficially,  to  be  sure — to  get  us  to  return  to  ihd 
Parly.  They  didn’t  succeed  in  convincing  a single  one  on 
our  people,  but  not  even  the  possibility  of  success  existedj 
any  longer  for  us  in  recruiting  dissident  Fosterites  ” 

Just  a few  months  after  Lovestone ’s  expulsion,  thej 
slock  market  crash  inaugurated  the  Great  Depression.' 
The  CLA  sank  into  the  dog  days.  Not  only  were  the| 
Trotskyists  cut  off  from  the  vast  majority  of  classy 
conscious  American  workers  organized  in  the  Communisl| 
Party,  but  the  CLA’s  already  meager  financial  resources ' 
all  but  disappeared  as  its  members  were  laid  off  or  forceti 
to  work  for  reduced  wages.  Class  struggle  in  the  counuj 
was  al  a low  ebb.  Moreover  Cannon,  whose  first  wife| 
died  just  before  the  CLA  was  founded,  leaving  himj 
responsible  for  their  two  children,  had  to  get  a job  out- 
side the  organization.  He  underwent  a period  of  evidenJ 
demoralization,  absenting  himself  from  the  CLA  officq 
for  weeks  at  a lime.  The  personal  frictions  and  orgamzaH 
lional  grievances  bom  in  this  period  fueled  the  later  fac-' 
tion  fight  and  dominate  Shachlman.  Abern  and  Glotzer’s ' 
“Prospect  and  Retrospect.” 

The  Cannon  Faction  in  the  CP 
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Cannon’s  history  of  hard  opposition  to  the  opportunism 
of  Lovcstonc,  the  American  version  of  the  Right  Oppo- 
sition. Trotsky  fought  many  battles  in  the  early  ILO 
against  those,  like  Spanish  Opposition  leader  Andres 
Nin.  who  sought  to  merge  banners  with  the  Right  Oppo- 
sition. It  was  a particular  strength  of  the  American 
League  that  its  members,  in  general,  were  not  disposed 
to  make  common  cause  with  the  Right  Opposition. 

The  CLA’s  extensive  publishing  program  was  key  to 
the  assimilation  of  its  cadre  into  the  international  Trot- 
skyist movement.  Besides  the  weekly  Miliiani.  which 
often  included  articles  by  Trotsky,  the  CLA  published  an 
array  of  Trotsky  pamphlets,  including  his  major  articles 
on  the  rise  of  fascism  in  Germany  and  on  the  unfolding 
revolutionary  situation  in  Spain.  They  also  published  in 
book  form  a selection  of  Trotsky’s  writings  on  the  lost 
opportunity  for  proletarian  revolution  in  China  from 
1925  to  1927,  Problems  of  the  Chinese 
devolution.  In  letters  included  in  Dog 
Da\s,  Trotsky  praised  the  quality  of  the 
CLA's  translations  and  publishing 
efforts,  and  he  sought  to  get  the  North 
American  Trotskyists  to  produce  a 
theoretical  Journal  (which  they  began 
only  in  1934). 

In  late  1930.  leading  CLA  member 
Ame  Swabeck  moved  from  Chicago  to 
New  York  to  help  overcome  the  ten- 
sions in  the  CLA  national  office.  Can- 
non was  again  fully  politically  engaged 
by  this  point,  and  he  and  Swabeck 
began  an  axis  of  collaboration  which 
was  key  to  the  stabilization  of  the  CLA 
and  the  expansion  of  its  publishing 
program  throughout  1931.  In  late  1931, 
the  CLA  began  publLshing  a monthly 
youth  press.  Young  Spartacus,  as  well 
as  an  episodic  publication  in  Greek  and 
a somewhat  more  regular  publication 
in  Yiddish.  As  the  Dog  Days  introduc- 
tion notes,  Shachtman,  Abem  and 
Glolzer  objected  far  more  to  Cannon's 
revival  than  they  had  to  his  absence. 

Shachtman  in  particular  had  grown 
used  to  treating  the  CLA’s  relations 
with  Trotsky  and  other  ILO  parties  as 
his  personal  fiefdom.  He  bridled  at 
Cannon’s  attempts  to  gel  the  National 
Committee  as  a whole  to  lake  responsibility  for  interna- 
tional work.  This  was  the  issue  that  precipitated  the  fac- 
tional polarization.  In  documenting  the  key  role  that 
international  questions  played  in  the  CLA  fight.  Dog 
Days  breaks  new  ground. 

The  International  Questions 

Shachtman  was  the  first  CLA  leader  to  go  to  Prin- 
kipo.  Turkey,  to  meet  with  Trotsky  in  exile,  after  which 
he  went  to  Europe  and  look  part  in  the  first  ILO  interna- 
tional gathering  in  April  1930.  He  was  subsequently  co- 
opted onto  the  ILO’s  leading  body,  the  International 
Bureau.  In  Europe  he  developed  close  relations  with 
Kurt  Landau,  a leader  of  the  ILO’s  German  section,  and 
with  Pierre  Naville  of  the  French  Ligue  Communiste. 
Trotsky  subsequently  waged  sharp  political  fights 
against  both  men. 

Shachtman  treated  his  correspondence  with  Trotsky 
about  the  political  struggles  in  Europe  as  "personal.” 
Moreover,  he  did  not  seek  to  get  the  CLA  to  lake  posi- 
tions on  the  questions  at  issue.  After  a series  of  skir- 
mishes in  1931.  this  issue  finally  broke  out  into  the  open 
in  early  1932.  when  Cannon  sought — over  Shachtman ’s 
opposition— to  pul  the  CLA  on  record  in  support  of 
Trotsky’s  positions  in  the  internal  ILO  struggles  involv- 
ing Landau,  Naville  and  others.  The  PRL  introduction 
explains  the  basis  for  the  ILO’s  many  political  disputes: 
“Many  dissident  Communist  elements  who  sought  to 
regroup  under  the  ILO’s  banner  did  not  fully  grasp 
the  significance  of  the  struggle  in  the  Russian  party.  All 
were  attracted  to  the  Left  Opposition’s  struggle  against 
bureaucratism  in  the  Soviet  party  and  slate.  But  many  saw 
this  as  a simple  ‘democratic’  issue,  misunderstanding  or 
disagreeing  with  the  underlying  programmatic  basis — the 
fight  to  forge  the  politically  homogenous  revolutionary 
proletarian  vanguarf  in  opposition  to  all  varieties  of  cen- 
trism and  reformism.  Political  softness  toward  the  Right 
Opposition  was  common....  Trotsky’s  primary  task  was 
the  systematic  education  of  the  ILO  cadre  and  the  weeding 
out  of  opportunist,  sectarian,  accidental,  and  dilettantish 
elements.  This  entailed  almost  constant  internal  political 
struggle." 

The  PRL  introduction  sketches  out  Trotsky’s  arguments 
with  Alfred  Rosmer  and  Pierre  Naville  on  the  trade-union 
question  in  the  French  section,  his  fight  against  the  cli- 
quism  of  Kurt  Landau,  and  his  struggle  against  Andrds 
Nin’s  centrist  orientation  toward  unity  with  Joaquin 
Maurin’s  Workers  and  Peasants  Bloc  in  Spain.  All  these 
issues  figure  in  the  documents  published  in  the  volume. 

Dog  Dav.i  is  divided  into  three  sections — "Shachtman 
in  the  Inlemalional.”  "The  Fight”  and  "The  International 
Intervenc.s” — with  documents  presented  chronologically 
within  each  section.  The  first  section  consists  mostly  of 
Trotsky  and  Shachtman ’s  correspondence  on  problems 
in  the  European  ILO  sections  from  1930  to  ’31.  Those 
who  know  the  ICL  and  its  work  will  be  struck  by  the 
familiarity  of  Trotsky’s  concerns,  especially  his  struggle 
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to  create  a centralized  political  and  administrative  appa- 
ratus for  the  ILO.  Trotsky’s  aim  was  to  forge  a politi- 
cally homogenous  democratic-centralist  tendency,  even 
if  it  consisted  at  first  of  small  propaganda  groups.  This 
aim,  carried  forward  today  by  the  ICL.  .separates  us 
from  all  manner  of  fakers  who  (used  lo/sorl  oO  pretend 
to  be  the  conlinualors  of  the  Left  Opposition. 

Trotsky  fought  against  the  Bordigisis  and  others  who 
wanted  the  ILO  center  to  be  simply  a political  clearing 
house  for  nationally  delimited  (and  therefore  necessar- 
ily centrist)  parties.  He  fought  for  an  early  delegated 
international  conference  to  establish  an  elected  leader- 
ship. and  he  condemned  the  leadership  of  the  Spanish 
section  in  particular  for  not  paying  enough  attention  to 
international  questions  and  for  not  translating  the  ILO 
discussion  bulletins  for  its  membership.  The  CLA.  it 
should  be  noted,  took  the  responsibility  early  on  for 


publishing  the  ILO  discussion  bulletin  in  English.  Thus 
the  North  American  membership  was  able  to  follow  the 
disputes  in  the  international  movement. 

The  Trotsky-Shachtman  correspondence  illustrates 
Trotsky’s  growing  impatience  with  Shachtman’s  refusal 
to  make  programmatic  considerations  primary,  starting 
with  Shachlman’s  first  foray  into  Europe  in  the  spring  of 
1930.  when  (despite  explicit  instructions  from  Trotsky) 
he  failed  to  ensure  that  the  ILO’s  first  conference  issue  a 
political  manifesto.  Shachtman  attempted  to  blunt  the 
fight  against  Landau’s  disastrous  leadership  of  the  Ger- 
man section,  and  he  encouraged  Nin  in  Spain  and  Na- 
ville in  France.  After  Shachtman  made  a second  trip  to 
Europe  in  the  fall  of  1931,  Trotsky  was  so  alarmed  that 
he  wrote  to  the  CLA  National  Committee  to  inquire  if 
Shachtman  represented  the  views  of  the  CLA  leadership 
as  a whole.  These  documents  expose  Shachtman’s  lying 
assertion,  made  later  in  the  CLA  fight,  that  he  had  never 
had  significant  differences  with  Trotsky.  They  also  (in 
the  words  of  the  PRL  introduction)  "explode  the  image 
of  Shachtman  as  Trotsky’s  happy  international  commis- 
sar, a myth  spread  by  Shachtman  and  his  supporters  in 
later  years  and  more  recently  purveyed  by  Peter  Drucker 
in  his  biography  of  Shachtman  [Max  Shachtman  and 
His  Left:  A Socialist's  Odyssey  Through  the  "American 


Century."  Humanities  Press,  1994).  In  fact.  Trotsky’s 
opponents  in  Europe  invoked  Shachtman's  name  in 
defense  of  their  own  actions.” 

The  Fight 

After  returning  from  his  second  trip  to  Europe. 
Shachtman  refused  to  vote  for  Cannon’s  1931  draft  NC 
statement  supporting  Trotsky’s  positions  in  Europe.  He 
resigned  his  post  as  Militant  editor  and  attempted  to 
deflect  the  discussion  from  the  international  questions 
by  making  an  issue  of  Swabeck  and  Cannon’s  supposed 
harshness  inward  a supercilious  and  scholastic  group 
of  petty-bourgeois  youth  in  the  New  York  local  (the 
"Carter  group”).  Abern  and  Glotzer.  who  claimed  to  dis- 
agree with  Shachtman  on  the  debates  in  Europe,  aided 
and  abetted  Shachtman  in  deflecting  the  discussion,  co- 
signing "Prospect  and  Retrospect”  and  submitting  it  on 
the  eve  of  the  June  1932  NC  plenum. 
The  documents  reveal  that  Specior 
and  Glolzer  privately  prevailed  on 
Shachtman  to  capitulate  on  the  inter- 
national question,  which  he  did  at  the 
plenum.  The  two  sides  also  managed 
to  work  out  a joint  motion  on  the  New 
York  local  and  the  “Carter  group.” 
Under  pressure  from  Cannon  and  his 
supporters,  who  promised  a reply  if 
"Prospect  and  Retrospect”  remained 
in  the  record.  Shachtman  et  al.  with- 
drew their  document. 

Yet  the  “unity”  thus  achieved  ex- 
ploded just  a few  weeks  after  the 
plenum.  Over  the  next  year,  the  two 
groups  fought  over  a myriad  of  organ- 
izational i.ssues.  from  the  co-optations 
to  the  National  Committee  proposed 
by  Cannon,  to  Cannon’s  proposal  to 
accept  only  working-class  activists  for 
membership  in  the  New  York  local,  to 
the  date  for  the  CLA’s  third  national 
conference.  Documents  from  both 
sides  of  these  disputes  are  published  in 
the  section  of  the  volume  titled  "The 
Fight.”  as  well  as  representative  inter- 
nal factional  correspondence  from  the 
Shachtman  side.  (Cannon’s  letters  to 
his  supporters  were  published  in  the 
Pathfinder  volume  of  Cannon’s  writ- 
ings from  1932-34.)  As  the  PRL  introduction  notes,  there 
is  a sharp  contrast  between  the  correspondence  from  both 
sides:  “Where  Shachtman.  Glolzer,  and  Abem  are  polit- 
ically vague  and  gossipy.  Cannon  is  programmatic  and 
forward-looking.  The  same  contrast  can  be  drawn 
between  Shachtman  and  Glotzer’s  lengthy  letters  to  Trot- 
sky and  Swabeck’s  terse,  informative  correspondence.” 

Organizational  tensions  were  exacerbated  by  the 
League’s  utter  financial  poverty  as  well  as  by  some  non- 
Leninist  organizational  practices.  When  Trotsky  received 
a visa  to  visit  Copenhagen  In  the  fall  of  1932.  Shachtman 
and  his  supporters  refused  to  send  Swabeck — who  was 
bom  and  raised  in  Denmark — to  Copenhagen  immedi- 
ately to  lake  part  in  ILO  deliberations.  Although  he 
mis.sed  the  ILO  gathering  in  Copenhagen,  Swabeck  was 
able  to  go  to  Europe  in  early  1933  to  attend  an  important 
ILO  meeting.  He  traveled  on  to  Prinkipo.  where  his 
discussions  with  Trotsky  played  a great  role  in  resolv- 
ing the  CLA’s  polarization.  The  trip  was  possible  only 
because  funds  were  raised  privately  by  the  Cannon 
faction. 

Cannon  rightly  saw  the  rot)t  of  the  problem  as 
the  petty-bourgeois  basis  of  the  Shachtman  faction, 
concentrated  in  the  New  York  local.  As  the  Dog  Days 

continued  on  page  8 
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f///fanf  (10  September  1932)  hailed  founding  of  Progressive  Miners  of  America.  Left:  Gerry  Allard,  a PMA 
•ader  and  member  of  CLA.  October  1932:  15,000  Illinois  miners  rally  for  PMA  union  recognition, 
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introduction  notes.  Cannon  “was  des- 
perate to  find  an  entry  point  into  a mass 
proletarian  movement  and  thus  recruit  a 
way  out  of  the  factional  impasse  caused 
by  the  political  weight  of  the  League’s 
literary  recruits.”  Cannon’s  younger 
supporters  like  George  Clarke  and  Sam 
Gordon  went  out  into  the  field  as  itin- 
erant party  organizers.  When  Skoglund 
and  Dunne  began  their  work  organiz- 
ing the  coal  drivers  in  Minneapolis. 

Shachtman’s  supporter  there,  Carl  Cowl, 
branded  them  as  “opportunists." 

The  cavalier  attitude  of  the  Shachtman 
faction  toward  the  CLA’s  fragile  roots  in 
the  proletariat  was  amply  demonstrated 
by  its  periodic  obstruction  of  the  CLA’s 
work  in  the  Southern  Illinois  breakaway 
from  the  United  Mine  Workers,  the  Pro- 
gressive Miners  of  America  (PMA).  For 
most  of  the  period  covered  by  the  book, 
the  CLA's  best  opportunity  to  recruit  real 
working-class  .support  appeared  to  lie 
with  the  PMA.  A CLA  member,  Gerry 
Allard,  was  the  editor  of  the  PMA  paper. 

Progressive  Miner.  The  PRL  introduc- 
tion deals  in  detail  with  developments 
in  the  PMA.  providing  essential  back- 
ground for  the  reader.  The  volume  in- 
cludes a never-before-published  letter  by 
Cannon  to  Trotsky  requesting  advice  on 
relations  with  Allard. 

Throughout  the  period  of  the  greatest 
organizational  tensions,  however,  the  two 
sides  remained  united  on  the  League’s 
fundamental  political  tasks.  When  Hitler 
was  appointed  Chancellor  of  Germany  in 
January  1933,  the  decision  to  take  the  Militant  from 
weekly  to  triweekly  to  champion  the  expected  resistance 
of  the  German  working  class  was  not  controversial.  Nei- 
ther did  the  two  sides  fight  about  the  CLA’s  work  in  the 
unemployed  movement. 

The  polarization  began  to  take  on  an  embryonic  polit- 
ical character  only  in  early  1933,  when  Shachtman  and 
Abem  objected  strenuously  to  Cannon’s  raising  the  pos- 
sibility of  a role  for  the  Soviet  Red  Army  in  a proletarian 
offensive  to  beat  back  Hitler’s  rise  to  power.  Shachtman 
and  Abem  were  at  the  lime  capitulating  to  the  prevailing 
“socialism  in  one  country"  opinion  in  the  CP  milieus  to 
which  the  CLA  oriented.  The  Shachtman  faction’s  oppo- 
.sition  to  posing  the  use  of  the  Red  Army  outside  the 
borders  of  the  USSR  presaged  their  1939  abandonment 
of  the  defense  of  the  USSR  when  the  Red  Army  entered 
Finland  and  Poland.  But  in  1933  they  dropped  their 
objections  after  Trotsky  intervened  to  support  the  thrust 
of  Cannon’s  position.  Trotsky’s  statement  on  this  dis- 
pute. “Germany  and  the  USSR."  has  long  been  available 
as  pan  of  Pathfinder’s  Trotsky  collection.  The  Struggle 
Against  Fascism  in  Germany.  But  its  import  is  much 
clearer  when  it  is  read  along  with  the  documents  from 
the  CLA  fight. 

At  the  time  of  the  Red  Army  dispute.  Shachtman  and 
Abem  labeled  Cannon  an  opportunist  because  he  deliv- 
ered a speech  to  a trade-union  conference  in  Southern 
Illinois — in  which  the  PMA  was  heavily  involved — as  a 
representative  of  a group  of  left-wing  workers  in  New 
York  instead  of  as  a member  of  the  CLA.  But  political 
groups  had  been  banned  from  speaking  at  the  confer- 
ence, and  the  alternative  would  have  been  to  cede  the 
field  to  reformist  and  anti-Communist  PMA  leaders. 
Trotsky’s  comments  on  the  CLA’s  work  in  the  PMA — 
centrally  “Trade-Union  Problems  in  America”  (previ- 
ously published  in  Writings  of  Leon  Trotsky  Supplement 
1929-33) — have  a much  bigger  impact  when  read  in  the 
context  of  documents  from  both  sides  of  the  CLA 
divide.  “Trade-Union  Problems  in  America”  is  pub- 
lished in  the  new  volume’s  final  section,  “The  Interna- 
tional Intervenes.” 


Shachtman 
and  Cannon 
during  1934 
Teamsters  strike 
In  Minneapolis, 
where  both 
were  arrested. 
Pickets  confront 
scabherding 
deputy  In  key 
strike  battle. 


Trotsky’s  Role 

In  many  ways,  "The  International  Intervenes"  is  the 
most  powerful  section  of  the  book.  Trotsky’s  experience 
in  internal  party  struggle  was  brought  to  bear,  first  in 
discussions  with  Swabeck  in  Prinkipo  and  later  in  his 
letters  to  CLA  leaders  on  both  sides  of  the  factional 
divide.  In  addition  to  Trotsky’s  correspondence,  the 
section  includes  letters  written  by  Swabeck  to  Cannon 
reporting  on  further  discussions  in  Prinkipo.  Criticizing 
both  factions  for  drawing  harsh  organizational  lines 
in  the  absence  of  programmatic  differences,  Trotsky 
pointed  out  that  the  Cannon  group,  as  the  majority  of  the 
NC.  bore  central  responsibility  for  the  tenor  of  internal 
discussion.  As  the  documents  reveal.  Cannon  immedi- 
ately took  Trotsky’s  criticisms  to  heart,  making  substan- 
tive organizational  concessions  to  the  minority. 

Under  pressure  from  Trotsky  to  intervene  sharply  and 
prevent  a split,  the  International  Secretariat  (I.S.)  sched- 
uled a plenum  in  May  1933  where  the  situation  in  the 


the  leftward-moving  centrists  of  A.J. 
Muste’s  American  Workers  Party,  w 
advocated  the  formation  of  a new  work 
ers  party  in  the  U.S.  Fusion  between  t 
CLA  and  the  Musteites  took  place  in 
December  1934  and  was  greatly  facili-j 
tated  by  the  CLA’s  leadership  of  three 
strikes  in  the  spring  and  summer  which 
won  union  recognition  for  the  Minneap^ 
oils  Teamsters,  and  by  the  Music  orga-H 
nization’s  leadership  in  a major  clas#* 
battle  at  Toledo  Auto-Lite  in  the  spring.  | 

It  was  the  new  opportunities  opening 
up  before  the  American  Trotskyists  that 
laid  the  basis  for  the  resolution  of  the 
CLA’s  intcmal  polarization.  Shachtman 
and  Morris  Lewit  went  on  to  collabo-  y. 
rate  with  Cannon  in  turning  the  Lcagu^  ^ 
toward  the  class  struggle,  while  the  * 
majority  of  the  old  Shachtman  fac- 
tion. now  organized  as  the  Abem- Weber 
clique,  obstructed  the  work.  That  story 
is  told  in  Prometheus  Research  Series 
No.  5.  which  reprints  Shachtman’s  1936 
document  “Marxist  Politics  or  Unprin- 
cipled Combinationism?”.  a devastating 
indictment  of  the  unprincipled,  per- 
sonalist  methods  of  Shachtman ’s  for- 
mer supporters.  In  this  document  Shacht- 
man  reveals  that — despite  the  May  1933 
agreement  to  dissolve  the  factions — the 
Shachiman/Abem/Glotzer  faction  in  New 
York  went  on  meeting  through  January) 
1934.  The  Abern  clique  remained  as 
a fault  line  in  the  American  Trotskyist 
movement  throughout  the  1930.s,  one 
that  ruptured  again  in  the  1939-40  strug- 
gle. when  Shachtman  rejoined  it. 


Minnesota  Historical  Society  photos 
CLA  would  be  thoroughly  discussed.  Swabeck  was 
scheduled  to  attend  on  his  way  home  from  Prinkipo.  and 
the  I.S.  requested  that  a minority  representative  also 
attend.  Drawing  on  funds  lent  by  Mexican  muralisi 
Diego  Rivera,  then  a Trotskyist  sympathizer.  Shachtman 
once  again  went  to  Europe.  On  the  boat  to  Europe. 

Shachtman  wrote  to  Glolzer.  insisting  that  he  would  not 
dissolve  their  faction.  However,  he  quickly  changed  his 
tune.  In  Paris  he  cosigned  a resolution  with  Swabeck 
calling  for  dissolution  of  the  factions  and  he  traveled 
on  to  Prinkipo  for  discussions  with  Trotsky.  His  let- 
ters home  to  Abern  and  Glolzer — mimeographed  for 
distribution  to  his  faction  in  the  League — are  included 
in  the  book.  They  amplify  and  elaborate  on  Trotsky’s 
thinking  about  the  situation  in  the  CLA. 

The  CLA  National  Committee  adopted  a resolution  in 
June  calling  for  the  cessation  of  the  internal  struggle  and 
for  turning  the  League  outward  to  take  advantage  of 
new  opportunities  opening  up  before  it.  The  campaign 
for  a united-front  working-class  offensive  against  Hiller 
in  Germany  had  a strong  Impact  on  the  CP  cadre  and 
the  CLA  was  again  recruiting  from  the  party.  It  was  able 
to  intervene  to  great  effect  in  conferences  called  by  the 
CP  of  the  unemployed  movement  and  legal  defense 
organizations. 

Yet  the  documents  reveal  that  tensions  continued  to 
run  high  over  Cannon’s  proposal  to  move  the  CLA 
headquarters  to  Chicago.  Aiming  to  lake  advantage  of 
the  proletarian  nature  of  the  city  (as  compared  to  New 
York)  and  the  greater  openness  of  CP  milieus  in  Chi- 
cago. Cannon’s  proposal  was  eventually  supported  by 
Trotsky,  who  saw  it  as  part  of  turning  the  CLA  outward 
toward  the  working  class.  While  not  campaigning 
against  the  move,  Shachtman  and  Abern  quietly  planned 
to  remain  in  New  York  and  produce  a theoretical  jour- 
nal. This  was  a recipe  for  a "cold  split"  in  the  CLA,  and 
in  late  1933  Cannon  wisely  shelved  the  idea  of  moving 
the  organization’s  center.  This  aspect  of  the  fight  has 
never  before  been  dealt  with  in  print. 

Hard  on  the  heels  of  the  international  attempts  to 
mitigate  the  CLA  struggle  came  Trotsky’s  initiative  for 
a bold  political  turn  for  the  ILO  as  a whole.  Already 
in  May  1933  Trotsky  had  noted  that  the  German  Com- 
munist Party's  failure  to  organize  any  opposition  to 
Hitler’s  consolidation  of  power  meant  that  it  was  dead 
as  a revolutionary  force.  He  called  for  a new  parly  in 
Germany  and  in  July  1933.  after  it  was  clear  that  no 
organized  opposition  had  emerged  within  the  Commu- 
nist International  as  a whole,  he  proposed  that  the  ILO 
reorient  itself  away  from  acting  as  a faction  of  the  Cl. 

Trotsky  advocated  the  call  for  a new.  Fourth  Interna- 
tional and  suggested  that  the  Opposition  attempt  to 
regroup  with  subjectively  revolutionary  elements  who 
were  now  organizing  outside  the  Cl.  The  new  orienta- 
tion was  endorsed  by  an  I.S.  plenum  in  August  1933  and 
enthusiastically  embraced  by  the  entire  CLA  National 
Committee. 

The  turn  toward  functioning  as  the  embryo  of  a new 
party  formation  came  just  as  the  class  struggle  began  to 
heat  up  in  the  United  Stales.  In  January  1934.  the  CLA 
addressed  an  open  letter  suggesting  discussions  with 


Prescient  and  Equivocal 

Ruminating  on  the  problems  of  party' 
leadership  as  he  was  about  to  be  sent  to 
prison  along  with  1 7 other  S WP  and  Minneapolis  Team- 
sters leaders  in  1943,  Cannon  drew  a balance  sheet  of 
the  CLA  experience: 

“At  one  time  in  the  early  days,  the  so-called  Cannon- 
Shachtman  fight,  which  was  conducted  with  all  the  inten- 
sity of  the  final  struggle  with  the  petty-bourgeois  opposi- 
tion and  even  with  more  acrimony — in  that  struggle 
Comrade  Trotsky  made  the  comment  that  the  two  factions 
each  anticipated  too  much.  They  fought  each  other  not  on 
the  ground  of  the  political  merits  and  qualities  which 
were  fully  demonstrated  as  of  that  day.  but  from  a point 
of  view  of  a generalization  as  to  what  the  ultimate  devel- 
opment of  the  political  tendencies  on  each  side  would 
come  to....  In  such  a situation.  Comrade  Trotsky  said,  the 
most  progressive  tendency  is  the  conciliatory  tendency — 
those  who  propose  to  make  peace  and  test  out  in  further 
common  action  what  is  the  basis  and  merit  of  the  accusa- 
tions on  each  side.  That  advice  of  Comrade  Trotsky  was 
accepted  in  the  old  fight.  Some  people  accepted  it  diplo- 
matically and  some  honestly,  but,  in  general,  the  prescrip- 
tion was  to  plunge  the  party  into  mass  work,  stop  the  fac- 
tion struggle,  disband  the  faction  organizations,  and  test 
out  in  political  action  what  were  the  tendencies  of  the  two 
groups. 

"And  eventually  we  came  to  a solution  of  it  in  the  year 
1940 — but  the  fight  had  begun  ten  years  before,  and  if  we 
had  tried  to  solve  it  in  1933  by  means  of  a split — which  is 
the  only  way  you  can  solve  irreconcilable  faction  fights— 
there  is  no  way  the  movement  might  have  profited  by  it. 
because  we  would  have  had  to  explain  to  the  workers  out- 
side the  movement  what  the  fight  was  about.  And  if  we 
couldn  l make  this  clear  to  comrades  inside  the  party  how 
could  we  make  it  clear  to  the  nonparly  people  we  wanted 
to  join?  The  result  would  have  been  the  stagnation  of  the 
movement  as  was  the  case  in  England." 

— Cannon.  “The  Situation  in  the  New  York  Local.” 
23  December  1942.  printed  in  The  Socialist 
Workers  Party  in  World  War  II;  Writings  and 
Speeches  1940-43 

On  questions  of  party  organization  and  attitude 
toward  workers  struggle,  the  1931-33  Shachtman  faction 
embodied  the  same  petty-bourgeois  approach  that  Can- 
non exposed  .so  eloquently  in  1939-40  in  The  Struggle 
for  a Proletarian  Party.  But  the  decisive  question  for  a 
Leninist  is  political  program.  The  petty-bourgeois  orien- 
tation ot  Shachtman.  Abem  and  Glolzer  took  on  deci- 
sive programmatic  coloration  in  1939-40.  and  it  was 
only  at  that  point  that  factional  .struggle  was  mandated. 
Cannon  learned  from  Trotsky’s  intervention  Into  the  early 
struggle,  and  he  went  on  to  prove  himself  a superb  Len- 
inist leader  in  the  1939-40  fight  and  beyond.  He  won  the 
majority  in  1940  because  the  American  Trotskyists,  hav- 
ing turned  outward,  had  recruited  a layer  of  serious,  pro- 
letarian revolutionaries.  The  PRL  introduction  ends  by 
drawing  the  central  le.sson  of  this  experience; 

While  the  revolutionary  character  of  u proletarian  organ- 
ization is  defined  by  its  program,  which  represents  nothing 
other  than  the  historic  interests  of  the  intemationid  work- 
ing class,  there  is  an  interplay  between  a party’s  pro- 
gram and  its  social  composition.  Marx  insisted  that  ‘being 
determines  consciousness,'  and  this  applies  as  much  to 
aspiring  revolutionaries  as  to  other  sectors  of  society.  A 
Marxist  vanguard  without  deep  roots  in  the  working  class 
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not  only  lacks  the  means  to  implement  its  program,  but  is 
necessarily  more  susceptible  to  the  social  pressures  of 
alien  classes,” 

Dog  Days:  James  P.  Cannon  v^.  Max  Shachtman  in 
the  Communist  League  of  America.  1931-1933  is  an 
essential  reference  book  for  any  communist,* 
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Buildings  reduced  to  rubble  in  1999  U.S.  bombing  of  Iraq  under  Democratic 
president  Clinton. 


Mass  Protests... 

(amlinued  from  pa^e  1) 

and  marched  and  chanted,  putting  for- 
ward our  revolutionary  opposition  to  this 
imperialist  war.  We  look  to  the  working 
class  as  the  only  force  in  society  that  has 
the  ability  and  interest  to  stop  imperialist 
war.  As  a part  of  our  defense  of  workers 
and  the  oppressed  internationally  against 
the  imperialist  order,  we  take  a side  in  a 
war  between  the  U.S.  and  Iraq.  We  call 
upon  working  people  to  mobilize  in  cla.ss 
struggle  to  defend  Iraq,  without  granting 
the  Saddam  Hussein  regime  any  political 
support  whatsoever.  Ultimately,  there  is 
no  way  to  stop  imperialist  war  and  capi- 
talist exploitation  short  of  working-class 
socialist  revolution. 

It  is  this  understanding  that  the  refor- 
mists try  to  obscure.  To  quote  our  contin- 
gent call; 

"It  is  futile  to  oppose  war  against  Iraq  but 
not  oppose  the  economic  system  which 
generates  war  and  the  ideology  that  legit- 
imi/es  it.  Moreover,  pushing  illusions  in 
the  rcfonnahility  of  the  bloody  American 
imperialist  stale  cun  only  result  in  the 
demobilization  of  the  only  force  in  capi- 
talist society  that  can  challenge  the  rule 
of  the  capitalist  class:  the  working  class." 

Every  lime  some  big-name  politician, 
like  a Kennedy  or  a Gore,  speaks  up.  you 
can  feci  the  hearts  of  the  liberals  surge. 
They  think,  "Maybe  now  the  Democrats 
will  turn  the  tide?”  In  hopes  of  building 
the  "broadest  possible  antiwar  move- 
ment." the  reformists  hold  a hand  out  to 
the  liberals  in  and  around  the  Democratic 


Party.  While  a member  of  a reformist  out- 
fit such  as  the  International  Sociali.st 
Organization  (ISO),  the  Workers  World 
Party  (WWP)  or  the  Revolutionary  Com- 
munist Party  (RCP)  invariably  could 
point  to  some  sentence  in  their  newspa- 
pers denouncing  the  actions  of  the  Demo- 
crats. it  is  what  the  reformists  are  doing 
that  matters.  And  what  they  are  doing  is 
building  antiwar  coalitions  that  welcome 
"progressive”  imperialists.  The  result  is 
to  continue  the  cycle  of  chaining  the 
oppressed  to  their  own  oppressors,  main- 
taining the  capitalist  system  of  war  and 
racism. 

At  this  early  stage  in  the  struggle 
against  war  in  Iraq,  the  prevalent  political 
consciousness  is  an  undifferentiated  "War 
is  bad.  peace  is  good.”  For  WWP’s 
ANSWER  coalition,  the  October  26  pro- 
test organizers,  and  the  other  reformists, 
the  amorphous  liberal  demos  represented 
an  opportunity  to  harness  this  broad 
moral  indignation  at  a war  of  naked  impe- 
rialist aggression  in  order  to  pressure 
Democratic  Party  politicians  into  stand- 
ing up  for  a more  "humane"  U.S.  capital- 
ism. The  ANSWER  protest  call  boasted 
that  the  demos  "come  just  one  week 
before  midterm  Congressional  elections.” 
raising  the  prospect  that  "anti-war  forces" 
could  "become  a major  factor"  in  debates 
“within  the  political  establishment.” 

Among  other  liberal  fixtures,  the  fea- 
tured speakers  in  D.C.  included  Demo- 
cratic Party  politicians  A1  Sharpton.  Jesse 
Jackson  and  Cynthia  McKinney  and 
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lormer  U.S.  Atttirney  General  Ramsey 
Clark,  founder  of  WWP\  International 
Action  Center.  In  his  advocacy  of  change 
through  the  ballot  box.  Jackson  chanted: 
"Come  alive  on  November  5!”  Not  sur- 
prisingly. the  general  tenor  of  the  demos 
was  one  of  "reclaiming  our  democracy" 
from  the  Bush  gang,  captured  in  the  many 
"peace  is  patriotic"  signs  and  buttons  and 
calls  for  "regime  change  at  home." 

Imperialism  and  War 

As  Marxist  revolutionaries,  we  stand 
in  the  tradition  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky,  co- 
leaders of  the  October  1917  Revolution 
in  Russia,  the  only  successful  workers 
revolution  to  dale.  As  Trotsky  wrote  of 
Lenin's  understanding  of  imperialist  war: 
“It  is  impossible  to  fight  against  imperi- 
alist war  by  sighing  for  peace  after  the 
fashion  of  the  pacifists.  ‘One  of  the  ways 
of  fooling  the  working  class  is  pacifism 
and  (he  abstract  propaganda  of  peace. 
Under  capitalism,  especially  in  its  impe- 
rialist stage,  wars  are  inevitable.'  A peace 
concluded  by  imperialists  would  only  he 
a breathing  spell  before  a new  war.  Only 
a revolutionary  mass  struggle  against  war 
and  against  imperialism  which  breeds 
war  cun  secure  a real  peace.  ‘Without  a 
number  of  revolutions  the  so-called  dem- 
ocratic peace  is  a middle  class  utopia'." 

— Trotsky.  "Lenin  and  Imperialist 
War"  (December  1 938) 

Thus,  the  choice  between  revolution 
and  reform  is  the  choice  between  social- 
ism and  the  barbarism  of  war.  the  prod- 
uct of  imperialist  competition. 

So  what  is  meant  by  imperialism?  A lot 
of  liberals  who  decry  what  they  might 
sometimes  call  the  imperialism  of  the 


U.S.  view  it  basically  as  a matter  of  the 
U.S.  suppressing  undeveloped  countries 
in  Latin  America.  Asia,  the  Near  East  and 
Africa.  There  is  without  question  a long 
list  of  bloody  U.S.  interventions  in  those 
regions  of  the  world.  At  the  turn  of  the 
last  century,  the  U.S.  slaked  its  place  at 
the  table  of  imperialist  powers  with  the 
racist  ferocity  of  its  savage  wars  in  Cuba 
and  then  the  Philippines.  Under  Demo- 
cratic and  Republican  administrations, 
the  U.S.  ruling  class  incinerated  Japanese 
civilians  in  World  War  II,  napalmed  and 
bombed  the  Vietnamese  people,  armed 
and  orchestrated  death  squad  terror  in 
Latin  America  and  bombed  black  people 
in  its  own  cities.  In  the  recent  past,  the 
U.S.  has  carried  out  wars  in  Afghanistan, 
the  Balkans  and  Iraq  and  occupied  Haiti 
and  Somalia,  among  others.  Left-liberals 
like  Howard  Zinn  and  Noam  Chomsky 
are  popular  for  exposing  U.S.  war  crimes 
and  telling  the  sordid  history  of  the 
bloodiest  ruling  class  on  the  planet. 

But  this  understanding  of  imperialism 
doesn’t  actually  explain  what  it  is,  which 
makes  it  impossible  to  find  a way  of  end- 
ing it.  Imperialism  is  the  "highest  stage  of 
capitalism.”  marked  by  the  concentration 
and  domination  of  finance  capital,  the 
pre-eminence  of  the  export  of  capital  and 
competition  among  the  advanced  indus- 
trial countries  to  control  markets  and 
spheres  of  exploitation.  Let  us  consider 
this  definition  in  more  detail.  American 
oil  companies  such  as  Exxon  today  arc 
commonly  referred  to  as  multinational 


corporations.  These  corporations  arc 
multinational  in  the  sense  that  they  have 
capital  invested  in  multiple  countries, 
including  the  Persian  Gulf  region  in  the 
case  of  Exxon.  But  the  corporations  re- 
main nationally  based — It  is  ultimately 
the  U.S.  military  and  none  other  that 
enforces  the  property  rights  of  Exxon  in 
the  Gulf.  The  imperialist  bourgeoisie,  in 
pursuit  of  profits  and  spheres  of  economic 
infiuencc.  exploits  the  world’s  backward 
countries  for  raw  resources,  cheap  labor 
and  new  markets.  Thus,  the  enormous 
growth  of  militarism  is  essential  to  capi- 
talist development. 

In  the  I9th  and  early  20th  centuries, 
this  exploitation  was  accomplished  by 
direct  colonial  occupation  and  territorial 
annexation.  Today,  most  of  these  coun- 
tries have  won  nominal  independence, 
But  economic  independence  has  not 
accompanied  such  independence,  in  a 
way  making  the  exploitation  of  the  so- 
called  Third  World  countries  by  foreign 
imperialist  powers  even  more  insidious 
today.  Competition  is  an  essential  part  of 
the  capitalist  economic  system,  so  it  is 
only  natural  that  capitalists  from  rival 
powers  would  begin  to  square  off  in  the 
scramble  for  profits,  triggering  trade 
wars.  The  strains  of  competition  invari- 
ably lead  to  inlerimperialist  shooting 
wars  as  the  industrial  countries  fight 
among  themselves  to  divide  and  redivide 
markets,  as  was  demonstrated  in  two 
bloody  world  wars.  In  other  words,  impe- 
rialism breeds  war. 

Imperialism  is  not  simply  a set  of 
mean-spirited  policies  open  to  change 
given  enough  pressure  or  the  election  of 
nicer  politicians.  But  in  fact,  that  is 
exactly  what  Zinn.  Chomsky  and  other 
left-liberals  believe.  They  don’t  actually 
oppose  imperialism;  that  would  mean 
opposing  capitalism.  Their  beef  is  with 
what  they  see  as  especially  bad.  bloody 
policies  undertaken  because  the  wrong 
people  gel  elected  by  the  American  peo- 
ple. who — presumably  under  the  control 
of  the  all-powerful  American  media — 
don’t  know  better  than  to  elect  them. 
They  want  the  U.S.  to  use  its  pre-eminent 
position  in  the  world  to  play  a "humani- 
tarian” role. 

Ultimately,  requests  for  a kinder,  gen- 


tler imperialism  are  an  invitation  to  and 
cover  for  imperialist  slaughter.  Witness 
the  UN-sponsored  embargo  of  Iraq.  To- 
day. after  well  over  a million  Iraqi  men. 
women  and  children  have  succumbed  to 
the  UN  starvation  blockade.  Chomsky 
and  other  liberals  deplore  the  impact  of 
sanctions.  But  at  the  lime  of  the  1 99 1 Per- 
sian Gulf  War.  Chomsky  called  on  Wash- 
ington to  implement  "sanctions”  as  a 
“peaceful  means  prescribed  by  interna- 
tional law”  in  order  "to  secure  Iraq’s 
withdrawal  from  Kuwait,  settle  regional 
issues,  and  move  towards  a more  decent 
world"  (Z Magazine.  February  1 99 1). 

The  near-daily  bombings  and  1 2 years 
of  sanctions — mostly  carried  out  under 
the  Democratic  Clinion/Gore  administra- 
tion— have  devastated  Iraq,  which  was 
once  one  of  the  most  cosmopolitan,  pros- 
perous countries  in  the  Near  East.  Statis- 
tics hardly  begin  to  capture  the  reality. 
Infant  mortality  rates  in  Iraq  today  are 
among  the  highest  in  the  world.  The  death 
rate  among  the  general  population  is  three 
times  what  it  was  1 2 years  ago:  for  chil- 
dren under  five  it's  five  limes  the  previous 
rate.  One  reason  for  this  is  that  the  impe- 
rialists deliberately  targeted  the  water 
supply  and  sewage  systems.  The  "Oil  for 
Food"  program  initialed  by  the  UN  five 
years  ago  was  hailed  for  charitably  avert- 
ing an  outright  famine  in  Iraq.  Thanks  to 
this  "humanitarianism,”  the  Iraqi  popula- 
tion is  starving  more  slowly.  But  in  recent 
months  the  U.S.  Navy  and  its  Australian 
junior  partners  have  tightened  the  noose 
of  the  blockade,  all  but  shutting  off 
the  excess  flow  of  Iraqi  oil  through  the 
systematic  boarding  of  every  Iraqi  vessel 
in  the  Persian  Gulf.  Which  just  goes  to 
prove  what  we  said  from  the  outset — 
sanctions  themselves  are  an  act  of  war. 

Defend  Iraq  Against 
Imperialist  Attack! 

Most  of  the  youth  with  whom  we 
talked  at  the  October  26  protests  could 
not  distinguish  between  the  ubiquitous 
reformist  slogan  “No  to  Bush’s  war  in 
Iraq!"  and  our  call  to  "Defend  Iraq 
against  U.S.  imperialist  attack!"  Far  from 
the  pacifism  of  the  "No  to  war”  slo- 
gan, our  demand  is  aimed  at  mobilizing 
continued  on  page  10 
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Le  Nouvel  Afrique-Asie 


Iraqi  women  demonstrate  in  1998  against  United  Nations  sanctions  that 
have  led  to  deaths  of  more  than  one  and  a half  million  people. 


Mass  Protests... 

(continued  from  pufic  9) 

the  working  class,  both  in  the  U.S.  and 
abroad.  The  starting  point  for  revolution- 
ary  opposition  to  U.S.  attack  is  that  the 
workers  of  the  world  take  a side  in  this 
conflict — with  Iraq  against  V.S.  imperi- 
alism. A war  between  the  U.S.  and  Iraq 
would  be  reactionary  and  predatory  on 
the  part  of  the  U.S..  but  just  and  defensive 
on  the  part  of  Iraq.  On  one  side  of  this  ter- 
ribly unequal  contest  is  the  U.S.  military 
behemoth:  on  the  other  is  the  semicolo- 
nial Iraq,  a dependent  country.  There  is 
a qualitative  difference  between  bloody 
U.S.  imperialism,  the  greatest  enemy  of 
the  oppressed  in  the  world,  responsible 
for  the  massacres  of  millions  upon  mil- 
lions of  people,  and  a tinpot  dictatorship 
like  Hussein’s  Iraq.  Imagine  Iraq  trying 
to  send  an  armada  of  ships  to  bombard 
the  East  Coast  of  the  U.S.  In  fact,  it  is 
because  Iraq  is  so  weak  at  the  moment 
that  the  U.S.  is  so  bold  about  attacking  it. 

Easy  wins,  such  as  that  in  Afghanistan, 
embolden  the  imperialists  to  run  rough- 
shod over  other  peoples.  In  turn,  any  set- 
back or  defeat  of  the  U.S.  imperialists  is 
a victory  for  working  people  across  the 
world.  The  humiliating  military  defeat  of 
U.S.  imperialism  by  the  heroic  workers 
and  peasants  of  Vietnam,  who  were  fight- 
ing for  a social  revolution  against  capital- 
ist exploitation  and  imperialist  depreda- 
tion. produced  what  is  known  as  the 
"Vietnam  syndrome” — the  fact  that  the 
American  public  will  not  countenance 
American  troops  dying  in  foreign  lands. 
The  victory  of  the  Vietnamese  Revolution 
served  to  slay  the  hand  of  bloodsoaked 
American  imperialism  around  the  globe, 
We  say:  two.  three,  many  more  defeats 
for  U.S.  imperialism! 

Military  defense  of  Iraq  does  not  imply 
the  slightest  political  support  to  the  re- 
gime of  Saddam  Hussein,  who  has  carried 
out  terrible  slaughters  of  Kurds  and  other 
ethnic  minorities.  Communists  and  labor 
leaders,  any  who  might  challenge  his 
rule.  But  in  this  Hussein  is  no  different 
from  any  of  the  other  emirs,  colonels  and 
sheiks  of  the  region,  not  to  mention  the 
Zionists  with  their  huge  nuclear  arsenal 
who  are  fully  capable  of  expelling  or 
massacring  Palestinians  on  a truly  geno- 
cidal  scale  under  cloak  of  a U.S.  attack  on 
Iraq.  In  the  struggle  between  a dependent, 
barbaric  dictatorship  and  an  imperialist 
“democratic”  republic,  socialists  would 
side  with  the  dependent  country  notwith- 
standing its  dictatorship  and  against  the 
imperialist  country  notwithstanding  its 
“democracy."  Trotsky  addressed  this  ques- 
tion in  the  1930s  posing  a hypothetical 
case  of  Brazil,  then  under  a semi-fascist 
regime,  going  to  war  with  “democratic" 
England: 

“In  the  conflict  between  them  it  will  not 

be  a question  of  democracy  or  fascism.  If 

England  should  be  victorious,  she  will 


put  iinotlier  fascist  in  Rio  dc  Janeiro  and 
will  place  double  chains  on  Hra/il.  If 
Brazil  on  the  contrary  should  be  victori- 
ous. it  will  give  a mighty  impulse  to 
national  and  democratic  consciousness 
of  the  country  and  will  lead  to  the  over- 
throw of  the  Vargas  dictatorship.  The 
defeat  of  England  will  at  the  same  time 
deliver  a blow  to  British  imperialism  and 
will  give  an  impulse  to  the  revolutionary 
movement  of  the  British  proletariat  ” 

— Trotsky.  "Anti-Imperialist 
Struggle  Is  Key  to  Liberation" 
(September  1938) 

The  one-sided  slaughter  carried  out  by 
the  U.S. -led  coalition  in  1991  and  the 
impact  of  sanctions  have  left  the  Iraqi 
military  one-third  its  former  size.  As  a 
result,  the  chief  defense  of  Iraq  lies  in 
class  struggle  against  the  imperialist  rul- 
ers, above  all  in  the  U.S.  but  also  in  the 
other  imperialist  strongholds.  A histori- 
cal example:  In  the  19.50s.  with  Algeria 


fighting  for  its  national  independence 
from  France,  there  were  instances  in 
which  French  dock  workers  aided  the 
Algerian  cause  by  refusing  to  handle 
French  military  goods  headed  for  Alge- 
ria. More  recently.  Japanese  dock  work- 
ers in  Sasebo  refused  to  load  armaments 
and  military  supplies  onto  Japanese  navy 
ships  headed  to  assist  the  U.S. -led  war  of 
terror  on  Afghanistan  last  year. 

Centrality  of  the  Working  Class 

Why  is  the  working  class  the  key  social 
force?  Precisely  because  of  its  role  in 
production,  which  bestows  upon  it  alone 
the  ability  to  shut  down  the  ports,  the 
mines  and  the  factories.  Workers  create 
the  wealth  of  this  society  with  their  labor 
and  can  bring  the  capitalists  to  their  knees 
by  withholding  that  labor  power.  One 
example  of  the  tremendous  social  power 
wielded  by  the  working  class  is  given  by 
the  recent  West  Coast  port  shutdown. 
Though  the  ILWU  longshoremen  were 


locked  out  by  the  bosses,  who  want  to 
break  the  union,  rather  than  having  gone 
out  on  strike,  even  the  screaming  head- 
lines of  the  bourgeois  media  confirmed 
that  these  workers  are  critical  to  the  func- 
tioning of  American  capitalism.  Clearly, 
the  proletariat  can  bring  the  economy  of 
the  "world's  only  superpower"  to  a hall. 
When  100.000  antiwar  protesters  marched 
around  the  White  House.  Bush  at  most 
probably  yawned.  But  when  10.000  long- 
shoremen shut  down  the  West  Coast 
pons,  he  quickly  moved  to  invoke  the 
anti-labor  1947  Tafl-Hartley  law  to  re- 
open the  ports. 

The  defense  of  Iraq  against  imperialist 
attack  is  in  the  interests  of  working  peo- 
ple the  world  over,  not  least  in  the  U.S. 
War  demands  civil  peace.  A decade  of 
imperialist  attacks  against  defenseless 
peoples  abroad  has  been  accompanied  by 


vicious  union-busting,  the  loss  of  mil- 
lions of  jobs  and  the  shredding  of  the 
social  safety  net.  The  "war  on  terror” 
means  anti-immigrant  witchhunts,  racist 
assaults  and  the  shredding  of  civil  rights, 
with  organized  labor  the  ultimate  target. 
Ominously,  there  are  plans  to  call  up 
large  numbers  of  the  National  Guard  and 
Reserves  at  the  outset  of  an  attack  on  Iraq 
to  patrol  what  we  are  told  are  potential 
terrorist  targets:  power  plants,  transporta- 
tion hubs,  medical  centers  and  factories, 
i.e..  the  strategic  industrial  centers. 

The  main  obstacle  to  independent 
working-class  action  is  the  leadership 
of  the  trade  unions,  the  labor  bureaucracy 
which  ties  the  workers  to  the  class  enemy, 
most  often  through  support  to  the  Demo- 
cratic Party.  ILWU  bureaucrats  spoke  at 
the  October  26  demos  on  both  coasts.  A 
union  leader  in  San  Francisco  spoke  bit- 
terly of  all  the  work  the  ILWU  did  to  gel 
Democratic  Senator  Dianne  Feinstein 
elected,  only  to  have  her  "betray"  the 
union  by  calling  for  Taft-Hartley  during 
the  longshore  lockout.  Labor  must  break 
with  the  Democrats  and  Republicans, 
which  will  require  a political  fight  within 
the  trade  unions  against  their  pro-capital- 
ist misleadership.  We  fight  for  a class- 
struggle  leadership  in  the  trade  unions. 
This  is  part  of  our  fight  to  build  a revolu- 
tionary workers  party  that  mobilizes  the 
working  class  and  all  the  oppressed  in  the 
fight  against  imperialist  rule. 

Reformists  and 
the  Democratic  Party 

Half  the  Democrats  voted  in  favor  of 
the  Congressional  war  resolution.  The 
other  half  fear  a war  could  throw  the  Near 
East  into  turmoil  or  spark  social  struggle 
at  home.  These  dissenting  voices  would 
prefer  that  the  U.S.  dress  up  its  naked 
imperialist  aggression  by  first  acquiring 
the  backing  of  its  UN  allies  and  allowing 
the  UN  weapons  inspectors  (in  reality 
spies)  to  enter  Iraq  to  manufacture  a 
prelext  for  war.  All  the  better  to  build 
broader  support  for  this  imperialist  war 
through  the  fig  leaf  of  the  UN. 

The  UN  is  the  same  imperiali.st  den  of 
thieves  and  their  victims  that  partitioned 
Palestine  in  1947,  that  gave  cover  to  the 
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Revolutionary  Internationalist  Contingent  at  October  26  San  Francisco  antiwar 
demonstration. 


U.S. -led  killing  of  three  million  Koreans 
in  1 950-53.  and  that  continues  to  starve 
Iraqis  to  this  day.  On  the  issue  of  UN 
weapons  inspections,  if  you  read  any  of 
the  publications  of  the  reformist  "social- 
ists” in  this  country,  they  whine  about 
how  it  is  not  true  that  Iraq  is  developing 
“weapt^ns  of  mass  destruction."  Correct 
enough,  but  even  if  Iraq  were  not  so  dis- 
armed and  weakened  by  imperialism,  the 
spying  inspectors,  these  agents  of  war. 
should  have  no  right  to  be  there! 

In  every  war,  there  are  always  some  of 
these  "progressive"  imperialists  on  hand, 
who  break  with  the  Democratic  Party 
consensus  the  better  to  perpetuate  the 
illusion  that  the  Democrats  represent  the 
interests  of  working  people  and  the  op- 
pressed. All  these  politicians  want  to  do  is 
to  get  ahead  of.  and  contain,  antiwar  sen- 
timent. They  believe  they  have  a belter 
way  for  imperialism  to  go  about  its  daily 
business  of  exploiting  workers  and 
impoverishing  and  terrorizing  the  peoples 
of  the  world.  Congresswoman  Barbara 
Lee  in  the  Bay  Area  is  one  such  politi- 
cian; she  is  the  darling  of  the  refor- 
mist left  despite  the  fact  that  her  qualified 
antiwar  voles  against  Afghanistan  and 
now  Iraq  have  alternated  with  backing  the 
USA-Patriot  Act.  an  expression  of  the 
“war  on  terror"  at  home.  Lee.  who  was 
greeted  with  near-religious  ecstasy  at 
the  San  Francisco  demo  a week  ago,  is 
joined  in  this  role  by  Jesse  Jackson  and 
Al  Sharpton. 

The  reformists,  despite  the  occasional 
speechifying  about  socialism,  do  not 
think  workers  revolution  is  possible. 
That  leaves  them  with  few  options  but  to 
appeal  to  the  Democrats.  Consider  WWP 
and  its  ANSWER  coalition.  Of  course, 
they  claim  to  oppose  the  Democrats; 
an  article  in  Workers  World  (3 1 October) 
distributed  at  the  October  26  demon- 
strations about  the  Bolsheviks  in  World 
War  1 even  argued  against  "trying  to  win 
over  liberal  politicians  and  capitalists 
who  are  beholden  to  the  interests  of  Big 
Oil.  Wall  Street  and  the  military  contrac- 
tors.” An  earlier  article.  "War  and  the 
Class  Struggle"  (Workers  World,  26  Sep- 
tember). has  some  fine  language  about 
how  the  working  class  has  the  potential 
strength  to  intervene  and  change  history 
because  of  its  strategic  role  in  production. 
We  are  told  that  the  "vaunted  technology 
(of  the  ruling  class)  is  just  a pile  of  junk 
once  the  fury  of  the  masses  is  unleashed," 
It  does  sound  exciting — but  how  is  the 
fury  of  the  masses  to  be  unleashed? 
Through  the  October  26  demos? 

ANSWER’S  call  for  this  "furious” 
demonstration  talks  about  the  “Bush 
administration’s”  war  and  "another  war 
for  Big  Oil."  The  leaflet  doesn’t  see  fit  to 
mention  their  alleged  opposition  to  the 
Democrats,  or  to  even  mention  the  Demo- 
crats; nor  does  it  take  up  the  strategic  role 
of  the  working  clas.s.  But  it  does  slip  in 
that  point  that  the  demos  come  “just  one 
week  before  midterm  Congressional  elec- 
tions." But  of  course.  Workers  World 
claims  to  “oppose”  pressuring  the  Demo- 
crats! That  is  why  the  mass-produced 
placard  for  the  rally  signed  by  ANSWER 
had  no  political  content  at  all.  just  a 
lug-al-your-heartstrings  photo  of  an  Iraqi 
child  and  the  slogan  "Stop  the  War 
Against  Iraq.”  That  is  why  they  dared  not 
utter  a "furious”  word  from  the  platform 
in  D.C.  That  is  why  its  major  initiative 
coming  off  the  demos  is  the  People’s 
Anti-War  Referendum,  a petition  drive 
collecting  the  signatures  of  those  who 
teel  "Congress  did  not  represent  me"  in 
its  war  vote,  to  be  brought  to  D.C.  at  the 
time  of  planned  January  demonstrations. 

Another  group  working  to  build  "the 
broadest  possible  antiwar  movement” 
is  the  Revolutionary  Communist  Parly. 
They  are  behind  the  "Not  In  Our  Name" 
coalition,  which  organized  nationwide 
demonstrations  on  October  6.  No  less 
than  ANSWER,  the  Not  In  Our  Name 
coalition  seeks  to  channel  disgust  with 
imperialist  war  into  the  illusion  that  mass 
protest  by  itself  can  slay  the  hand  of  the 
imperialists.  Its  "Pledge  of  Resistance, 
distributed  widely  at  the  antiwar  dem- 
onstrations. speaks  of  the  "injustices"  of 
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^ Only  the  people 
can  stop  war 


For  Workers  World 
Party,  "the  people" 
means  Democratic 
Party  politicians  like 
Al  Sharpton,  seen 
addressing  D.C.  rally 
as  WWP  leader 
Larry  Holmes 
(far  right)  looks  on. 

Below:  international  Socialist  Organization  promotes  liberal  pacifism,  refusing 
to  call  for  defense  of  Iraq  against  U.S.  imperialism. 


"our  government."  Such  moral  entreaties 
and  talk  of  "our”  government  perpetuate 
the  myth  that  American  capitalist  rule  can 
he  pressured  to  act  on  behalf  of  tho.se 
whom  capitalism  exploits  and  oppresses. 

Then  there  is  the  ISO.  which  is  very 
active  in  building  antiwar  coalitions  on 
the  campuses.  On  occasion,  the  ISO 
claims  the  heritage  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky 
and  purports  to  build  a "socialist  alterna- 
tive."  but  in  reality  it  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  revolutionary  program  of  the 
Bolsheviks.  When  the  ISO  speaks  of 
unity  in  the  antiwar  movement,  it  is  not 
referring  to  the  unity  of  the  working  class 
and  its  allies  internationally  on  the  basis 
of  class  struggle,  but  class-collaborationist 
unity  based  on  the  politics  of  the  lowest 
common  denominator.  What  this  unity 
results  in  was  shown  in  1991  when  the 
ISO  tore  up  its  paper  opposition  to  sanc- 
tions in  order  to  endorse  a "Campaign  for 
Peace”  coalition  march  which  called  for 
UN  sanctions  as  an  "alternative”  to  war. 
Some  "socialist  alternative.” 

In  its  I November  issue,  the  last  issue 
before  the  elections,  the  ISO’s  Socialist 
Worker  ran  an  article  headlined  "Demo- 
crats Sweating  over  Outcome  of  Midterm 
Elections — Why  Won’t  They  Stand  Up  to 
Bush?”  Included  in  the  article  are  per- 
functory statements  about  how  "we  need 
to  build  a socialist  alternative.”  but  the 
core  of  the  article  is  an  advice  column  to 
the  Democratic  Party: 

"How  can  the  Republicans  be  hoping  to 
win  in  spite  of  all  the  factors  working 
against  them?... 

"The  more  important  reason  for  the 
Republicans'  prospects  is  the  spineless- 
ness of  Democrats.  The  recent  ‘debate’ 
in  Congress  over  Bush’s  war  drive 
against  Iraq  is  a good  example  ... 

"The  Democrats — as  they  have  so  many 
times  in  the  past  two  years — rolled  over 
when  Bush  demanded  a congressional 
resolution  authorizing  a war.  The  Demo- 
crats’ conventional  wisdom  was  that  they 
should  vote  for  the  resolution  so  they 
could  ‘get  back  to'  talking  about  the 
economy.  But  this  cynical  calculation — 
made  at  the  cost  of  thousands  of  Iraqi 
lives — ignored  two  factors. 

"First,  it  ignored  the  real  possibility  that 
challenging  Bush  on  the  war  would  win 
more  support  than  it  would  lose.... 
"Second,  avoiding  a debate  about  Iraq 
assumed  that  the  Democrats  have  some- 
thing to  say  about  other  issues.  But 
the  Democrats  haven’t  even  offered  an 
alternative." 

The  operational  conclusion:  Let’s  protest 
in  large  numbers  to  give  the  Democrat.s 
some  spine  so  that  they  might  offer  an 
alternative  next  time.  In  the  same  article, 
the  ISO  stales  its  support  for  Stanley 
Aronowiiz.  Green  Party  candidate  for 
New  York  governor.  In  the  2000  presiden- 
tial elections,  the  ISO  hustled  the  vote  for 
Green  Party  candidate  Ralph  Nader,  a 
capitalist  politician  whose  staled  purpose 
in  running  was  to  pull  the  Democrats  "in 
the  right  direction.” 

Green  Party,  Shill  for 
the  Democrats 

The  Green  Party  had  a large  presence  al 
the  October  26  demos,  and  many  left- 
leaning youth  view  it  as  an  alternative  to 
the  Democrats.  But  the  role  of  capitalist 
third  parties  like  the  Greens  in  the  U.S.  is 
to  divert  anger  among  the  masses  away 
from  social  protest  and  back  into  bour- 
geois electoral  politics.  Plain  and  simple, 
the  Greens  are  shills  for  the  Democrats. 

On  October  26.  the  Greens  passed  out 
a handbill  declaring.  "Green  Party  op- 
poses war  in  campaigns  nationwide.”  Of 
what  does  this  opposition  consist?  That 
the  U.S.  "act  in  concert  with  the  United 
Nations  to  address  any  potential  security 
risks  posed  by  Saddam  Hussein.”  That 
such  opposition  is  none  at  all  is  amply 
shown  in  the  case  of  Germany,  where  the 
Green  Party,  in  a governing  coalition  with 
the  Social  Democrats,  has  already  helped 
lead  German  imperialism  into  war  twice, 
in  the  Balkans  and  then  in  Afghanistan.  In 
an  "Open  Letter  to  the  Democratic  Parly” 
(31  October)  last  Thursday.  Ralph  Nader 
points  to  not  wanting  the  U.S.  to  go  to 
war  "when  rigorous  UN  inspectors  can  go 
to  Iraq  first.”  Although  Aronowitz  recom- 
mends "the  immediate  elimination,  for 
humanitarian  reasons,  of  all  economic 
sanctions."  he  supports  continuing  what 
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he  terms  “military”  sanctions  against  Iraq 
so  as  to  keep  the  Iraqi  military  weak  and 
therefore  leave  the  country  in  continued 
servitude  to  the  imperialist  powers. 

The  other  half  of  the  Greens'  alleged 
opposition  to  war  is  a demand  to  "shift 
investment  from  military  spending  to 
address  the  basic  needs  of  humanity." 
Such  "butter  not  guns"  talk  was  peddled 
by  the  reformists  as  well,  and  its  varia- 
tions appeared  on  innumerable  signs  on 
October  26.  This  poses  the  question  as  if 
the  capitalists  just  need  a change  of  pri- 
orities. The  call  to  end  war  and  allocate 
money  for  social  programs  and  other 
good  things  begs  the  question  of  how  all 
this  will  be  accompli.shed.  Exploitation, 
unemployment,  racial  oppression  and  im- 
perialist war  are  endemic  to  the  capital- 
ist profit  system.  This  blood-drenched 
and  war-driven  system  must  be  destroyed 
through  the  revolutionary  struggle  of  the 
American  working  class. 

For  New  October  Revolutions! 

The  greatest  defeat  yet  to  world  impe- 
rialism was  the  1917  Russian  Revolution, 
which  ripped  one-sixth  of  the  globe  from 
the  clutches  of  the  capitalists  amid  the 
carnage  of  the  first  inierimperialist  world 
war.  The  October  Revolution  demon- 
strated in  practice  that  the  proletariat 
in  power  was  the  sole  force  for  human 
progress  on  the  planet.  It  succeeded  be- 
cause the  working  class  of  Russia  was  led 
by  a party,  the  Bolsheviks,  which  opposed 
its  “own"  Russian  imperialist  rulers  de- 
spite the  patriotic  fury  of  World  War  1. 

In  turn,  the  destruction  of  the  Soviet 
Union  through  capitalist  counterrevolu- 
tion in  1991-92  was  a historic  defeat  for 
working  people  all  over  the  world,  not 
least  for  working  people  in  Russia  and 
the  former  Soviet  republics.  Despite  the 
degeneration  of  the  Soviet  workers  stale 
under  Stalinist  misrule,  it  was  a measure 
of  the  power  of  the  planned,  collectiv- 
ized economy  that  for  the  most  part  all 
had  jobs,  housing,  education  and  health 
care.  Today,  however.  Russian  life  in  all 
aspects  is  in  drastic  decline;  unemploy- 
ment and  lack  of  health  care  is  rampant, 
infant  mortality  is  up  and  life  expectancy 
is  in  decline. 

The  collapse  of  the  Soviet  Union  also 
decisively  altered  the  international  politi- 
cal landscape.  No  longer  challenged  by 
Soviet  military  might,  the  U.S.  imperial- 
ists have  grown  intoxicated  with  their 
easy  success  in  running  roughshod  over 
semicolonial  peoples  from  the  Persian 
Gulf  to  Haiti,  making  the  world  a 
far  more  dangerous  place.  The  unbridled 


Bush  administration  now  has  arrogated 
to  itself  the  right  to  go  after  anybody 
at  any  time,  even  threatening  a nuclear 
first  strike.  Opposition  to  imperialism 
requires  defense  of  those  gains  the  inter- 
national working  class  has  already  won. 
Trotskyists  fought  tooth  and  nail  against 
capitalist  counterrevolution  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  For  their  part,  the  ISO  and  other 
reformists  cheered  the  collapse  of  the 
Soviet  Union,  backing  every  imperialist- 
sponsored  counterrevolutionary  cause  in 
the  process. 

It  is  as  part  of  our  struggle  against 
imperialist  capitalism  that  we  stand  for 
the  unconditional  military  defense  of 
China,  North  Korea.  Vietnam  and  Cuba — 
the  remaining  deformed  workers  states — 
against  imperialism  and  capitalist  resto- 
ration. including  defending  the  right  of 
North  Korea  and  the  others  to  possess 
nuclear  weapons  to  defend  themselves 
against  the  war-crazed  imperialist  mad- 
men. Simultaneously,  we  call  for  workers 
political  revolution  to  oust  the  sellout  Sta- 


linist bureaucrats  and  fight  to  extend  pro- 
letarian rule  to  the  advanced  capitalist 
countries. 

The  same  American  ruling  class  that 
used  COINTELPRO  in  the  1960s  to 
round  up  the  perceived  “enemy  within” 
in  the  person  of  black  militants,  partic- 
ularly those  around  the  Black  Panther 
Party,  is  now  rounding  up  immigrants, 
expanding  domestic  spying  programs 
and  shredding  constitutional  rights  in  its 
"war  on  terror.”  Reformists  portray  the 
capitalist  stale  as  a neutral  body  which 
can  be  pressured  to  serve  the  interests  of 
the  working  cla.ss  and  oppressed.  But  in 
reality,  the  capitalist  state  is  the  instru- 
ment for  organized  violence  to  ensure 
the  rule  of  the  bosses. 

We  pul  our  Marxist  principles  to  work 
in  our  own  mobilization  in  Oakland,  Cal- 
ifornia last  February  9 against  the  "war 
on  terror.”  In  contrast  to  the  fake  social- 
ists who  betray  their  ostensible  program 
to  get  the  "biggest  possible  turnout.”  we 
drew  a class  line.  The  call  for  the  protest 
declared:  “What  America’s  racist  rulers 
can  get  away  with  will  be  determined 
by  class  struggle....  A united  demonstra- 
tion of  the  power  of  our  class,  together 
with  youth,  black  and  immigrant  organ- 
izations. can  spike  the  bosses'  racist 
‘national  unity’  campaign.”  And  we  had  a 
very  successful  united-front  mobilization, 
the  first  protest  in  the  country  against  the 
"national  unity”  campaign  that  was  cen- 
tered on  the  power  of  labor.  It  brought  out 
immigrant,  black  and  white  workers 
alongside  radical-minded  youth  in  action 
against  the  bloodthirsty  U.S.  imperialists. 

There  is  ample  reason  for  people  all 
over  the  world,  including  within  this 
country,  to  fear  the  U.S.  capitalist  class 
and  its  state.  But  the  commonly  held 
belief  that  U.S.  imperialism  is  omnipotent 
and  eternal  not  only  serves  the  interests 
of  the  ruling  class,  but  it  is  wrong.  The 
key  ingredients  already  exist  to  bring 
down  U.S.  imperialism.  This  irrational, 
bloody  capitalist  system  has  bred  the 
seeds  of  its  own  destruction,  and  it  can  do 
nothing  to  change  that  fact.  As  mighty 
American  capitalism  developed,  so  did 
an  organized,  multiracial  working  class 
with  the  power  to  bring  down  the  war- 
mongers. Every  bloody  military  adven- 
ture the  imperialists  undertake  abroad, 
every  attack  on  workers,  blacks  and 
immigrants  here,  creates  fresh  social  tin- 
der. The  way  forward  is  to  build  a revolu- 
tionary party  of  the  Bolshevik  type  that 
can  infuse  the  working  class  with  an 
understanding  of  its  historic  task  to  over- 
turn the  imperialist  order  and  reorganize 
society  on  an  egalitarian  socialist  basis.  ■ 


Forum 


Down  With  the  UN  Starvation  Blockade! 

Defend  Iraq  Against 
U.S.  Imperialist  Attack! 


Saturday,  Nov.  16,  5 p.m. 

University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago 
Circle  Center  (CCC)  Room  613 
750  S.  Halsted 


For  more  information:  (312)  563-0441 
e-mait:  spartacist@iname.com 


CHICAGO 


Trotskyist  League  Forums 

Thirty  Years  After  the  Quebec  General  Strike: 
For  Class  riruggle  Against  Canadian  Imperialism! 

Independence  for  Quebec! 


Thursday,  Nov.  28,  6:30  p.m. 


TORONTO 


University  of  Toronto 
Room  2111  Sidney  Smith 
For  more  information;  (416)  593-4138 
e-mail:  spartcan@on.aibn.com 


Leninist  Opposition  to  Imperialist  War 

Lessons  of  the  Vietnam  Antiwar  Movement 


Saturday,  Nov.  23,  3 p.m. 

Britannia  Community  Centre 
1661  Napier  St. 

(just  off  Commercial  Dnve) 


For  more  information;  (604)  687-0353 
e-mail:  tllt@look.ca 


VANCOUVER 
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WORktRS  RAkeOARR 


Full  Citizenship  Rights  for  All  Immigrantsj 


Asylum  Now  for  Haitian  Refugees! 


AP  photos 


October  29:  After  cops  drag  off  Haitian  refugees,  SEIU  service  employee  union  militants  and  others  protested  outside  INS  building  in  Miami 


A rickety  wooden  boat  carrying  232 
Haitian  refugees  and  three  Dominicans 
was  shipwrecked  off  affluent  Key  Bis- 
cayne,  Florida,  on  October  29.  As  televi- 
sion news  helicopters  circled  overhead, 
refugees  plunged  into  the  chest-deep 
water,  passed  small  children  to  other  ref- 
ugees and  made  for  the  shore  with  the 
police  and  U.S.  Coast  Guard  in  hot  pur- 
suit. The  cops  shut  down  the  busy  Rick- 
enbacker  Causeway,  which  links  Key  Bis- 
cayne  to  Miami,  as  sympathetic  drivers 
passing  by  picked  up  people  desperately 
seeking  to  evade  the  police. 

Cold  and  hungry,  the  refugees  were 
quickly  rounded  up  and  herded  into  de- 
tention centers,  including  the  infamous 
Krome  Avenue  concentration  camp  in 
Miami,  to  be  held  until  the  Immigration 
and  Naturalization  Service  (INS)  deports 
them.  Nineteen  of  those  who  made  the 
harrowing  journey  have  already  been 
hauled  back  to  a dock  in  Port-au-Prince, 
Haiti  by  the  Coast  Guard. 

The  roundup  of  the  refugees  sparked 
almost  immediate  protest  in  Florida. 
Some  300  demonstrators  confronted  Gov- 
ernor Jeb  Bush  on  October  30  as  he 
swung  through  Miami's  Liberty  City 


ghetto.  Protesters  contrasted  the  brutal 
treatment  meted  out  to  Haitians  seeking 
asylum — detention,  humiliation,  deporta- 
tion— with  the  way  the  U.S.  welcomes 
counterrevolutionary  gusanos  (worms) 
whom  they  encourage  to  “flee”  from 
Cuba.  A social  revolution  in  Cuba  over- 
turned capitalism  in  what  had  been  an 
impoverished  neocolony,  and  ever  since 
then  the  U.S.  has  been  determined  to 
overturn  the  Cuban  Revolution  and  re- 
establish capitalist  exploitation  in  that 
country. 

For  America’s  racist  rulers.  Haitians 
represent  not  only  a significant  flow  of 
immigration  into  the  United  States,  but  a 
flow  of  black  immigration  in  particular. 
Last  December,  the  Bush  administration 
instituted  a policy  of  automatically  jail- 
ing Haitian  asylum-seekers  in  detention 
centers — a practice  not  applied  to  refu- 
gees from  any  other  country.  The  treat- 
ment of  these  most  recent  refugees  has 
been  so  vicious  that  even  two  right-wing 
Cuban  American  Republicans  In  the  Flor- 
ida stale  legislature  have  demanded  that 
the  Haitians  “be  afforded  all  procedural 
rights,  in  order  to  ensure  that  they  are  not 
summarily  deported.” 


U.S.  military 
policeman 
brutalizing  man 
during  1994 
occupation  of 
Haiti  ordered  by 
Clinton  White 
House  in  name 
of  “restoring 
democracy." 


The  unimaginable  hell  in  which  most 
Haitians  live  drives  thousands  to  flee  their 
homes  and  brave  the  treacherous  waters 
of  the  Windward  Passage.  Most  of  the 
population  ekes  out  a miserable  existence 
on  small  parcels  of  depleted  soil  in  the 
mountainous  country.  The  poverty  rate 
stands  at  80  percent  and  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  population  is  unemployed. 
Now  the  U.S.  imperialists  have  withheld 
$500  million  in  international  loans  and 
grants,  threatening  to  plunge  Haiti  into 
even  deeper  destitution. 

Haiti  was  born  of  a great  slave  rebel- 
lion that  extended  from  179 1 to  1804, 
out  of  which  emerged  the  first  indepen- 
dent black  republic  in  the  Caribbean. 
The  Haitian  Revolution  was  an  example 
and  inspiration  for  all  major  slave  revolts 
in  the  American  South  that  followed. 
And  for  the  Southern  slavocracy,  which 
dominated  pre-Civil  War  U.S.  govern- 
ments. Haiti  was  a frightening  spectre 
to  be  isolated  and  suppressed  (see  “The 
Haitian  Revolution  and  the  American 
Slavocracy.”  WV  No.  764.  14  September 
2001). 

Throughout  the  20ih  century,  one  dic- 
tator after  another  was  propped  up  by  the 
U.S.  imperialists,  who  twice  occupied  the 
country,  first  under  Democratic  president 
Woodrow  Wilson  beginning  in  1915  and 
again  under  Bill  Clinton.  The  1994  occu- 
pation came  after  mass  demonstrations 
in  Haiti  demanding  the  return  of  popu- 
list president  Jean-Berirand  Aristide,  who 
had  been  deposed  three  years  earlier  by 
a military  coup.  This  was  a classic  exam- 
ple of  the  U.S.  bourgeoisie  using  the 
pretext  of  "human  rights”  to  justify  an 
imperialist  invasion,  grotesquely  dubbing 
it  “Operation  Uphold  Democracy.”  As  we 
warned  at  the  time:  “'Restoring  democ- 
racy’ was  just  a fig  leaf  for  racist  U.S. 
imperialism’s  real  agenda,  which  is  to 
restore  order,  and  clamp  down  on  Haitian 
emigration  to  the  U.S.”  (“U.S.  Out  of 
Haiti!  ’ WVNo.  607,  30  September  1994). 

Today.  Aristide  has  unleashed  state 
repression  against  the  populist  Lavalas 
movement  on  whose  back  he  came  to 


power.  His  government  is  widely  believed 
to  have  been  involved  in  the  kidnapping 
and  possible  slaying  of  three  pro-Lavalas 
activists,  F^Iix  “F6f^”  Bien  Airn^.  Gdrard 
Normil  and  Paul  Musac  Jean.  These  dis- 
appearances. as  well  as  other  acts  of 
repression,  have  led  to  demonstrations 
throughout  Haiti.  “Every  lime  you  dem- 
onstrate. they  want  to  kill  you,”  one  of  the 
refugees  said.  “They  beat  me.  It’s  not 
easy  to  return  to  Haiti  because  I can  die” 
(Washington  Post.  1 November). 

In  the  early  1990s.  high  rales  of  HIV/ 
AIDS  in  Haiti  were  used  as  a pretext  to 
detain  Haitian  refugees  in  the  U.S.  When 
the  government  banned  Haitians  from 
donating  blood,  it  touched  off  huge  pro- 
tests on  the  East  Coast,  including  a march 
of  70,000  in  New  York  City  in  April  1 990. 
Today,  it  is  the  “war  on  terror”  that  is  used 
to  go  after  Haitians  and  other  immigrants. 
A recent  statement  by  the  Coast  Guard 
justified  increased  patrols  in  the  Carib- 
bean. declaring  Haitian  and  other  “illegal 
migration”  to  be  “a  matter  of  national 
security.”  The  border  with  Mexico,  al- 
ready militarized  by  the  Clinton  adminis- 
tration, has  been  sealed  tighter  since  9/1 1 . 
In  the  past  year  alone,  hundreds  have  died 
as  undocumented  immigrants  are  forced 
to  make  their  way  through  deserts  and 
mountains.  The  bodies  of  eleven  Mexican 
migrants  were  discovered  in  a grain  car  in 
Iowa  on  October  14:  it  was  estimated  that 
their  bodies  had  been  there  for  at  least 
four  months. 

The  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Haitians 
who  labor  in  America’s  garment  sweat- 
shops. restaurants,  hospitals  and  other 
service  industries  provide  a vital  link  be- 
tween the  impoverished  masses  of  Haiti 
and  the  multiracial  working  class  in  the 
U.S.  It  is  particularly  as  part  of  the  Amer- 
ican proletariat  fighting  for  a socialist 
revolution  in  the  U.S.  that  the.se  workers 
will  play  a critical  role  in  the  struggle  for 
the  emancipation  of  the  long-suffering 
Haitian  masses  from  the  depredations  and 
exploitation  of  U.S.  imperialism.  Asylum 
now  for  Haitian  refugees!  Full  citiztnship 
rights  for  all  immigrants!u 
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No.  792 29  November  2002 


2002  Elections:  Recession,  Repression,  War 


Labor,  Blacks  Need  a 
Workers  Party! 


Defend  Iraq 
Against  U.S. 
Imperialist  Attack! 


With  the  Republicans  regaining  con- 
trol of  the  Senate  and  widening  their  nar- 
row majority  in  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives. the  Bush  administration  now 
claims  to  have  a popular  mandate  for  its 
reactionary  policies.  Three  days  after  the 
election,  the  U.S.  secured  a unanimous 
resolution  in  the  United  Nations  Security 
Council  giving  it  a UN  fig  leaf  for  the 
impending  imperialist  subjugation  of 
Iraq.  From  bible-lhumping  bigots  out  to 
roll  back  women’s  rights  to  plutocrats 
unfazed  by  the  financial  scandals  that 
have  shaken  the  economy  and  out  for 
still  more  gorging,  the  forces  of  reaction 
are  clearly  eager  to  push  their  agendas: 
permanent  tax  cuts  for  the  rich,  further 
slashing  of  social  welfare  programs  and 
expanding  the  role  of  the  religious  right 
in  government.  The  White  House  now 
sees  a free  hand  to  pack  the  judicial 
benches  with  anti-abortion  bigots,  white- 
supremacists  and  the  like. 

But  the  elections  were  hardly  indica- 
tive of  popular  support  for  this  right- 
wing  agenda.  In  fact,  the  Republicans 
scored  a narrow  victory — with  control 
of  Congress  hinging  on  barely  41.000 


purpose  was  captured  by  Jesse  Jackson 
intoning.  "Come  alive  on  November  5!” 
Following  the  elections,  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  is  rife  with  recrimination. 
House  minority  leader  Richard  Gephardt 
stepped  down  and  was  replaced  by  the 
more  liberal  California  Congresswoman 
Nancy  Pelosi,  who  promptly  voted  for 
continued  on  page  10 


votes — and  only  a small  minority  of  the 
electorate  even  bothered  to  vote.  Going 
into  the  elections,  poll  after  poll  indi- 
cated that  overwhelming  majorities  of 
voters  were  primarily  concerned  not  with 
"national  security”  but  with  economic 
.security — their  jobs,  health  benefits  and 
pension  funds  and  the  threatened  privat- 
ization and  gutting  of  Social  Security. 


Even  in  the  face  of  a government  which 
has  all  but  declared  any  dissent  to  be  "ter- 
rorism." over  200.000  came  out  to  protest 
Bush's  war  plans  against  Iraq  on  October 
26.  But  a central  purpose  of  the  organiz- 
ers of  these  protests,  the  ANSWER  coali- 
tion connected  to  the  Workers  World 
Party,  was  to  provide  a pre-election  plat- 
form for  a range  of  Democrats.  This 


George  Bush  rallies  troops  for  imperialist  slaughter  in  Iraq  while  workers 
face  mass  layoffs  and  attacks  on  pensions  and  health  care.  September  25: 
NYC  transit  workers  rally  in  lead-up  to  contract  battle. 


Government  Threatens 
Roundup  of  Iraqi  Americans 


The  New  York  Times  (17  November) 
reported  that  the  government  has  plans 
to  round  up  and  detain  potentially  thou- 
sands of  Iraqi  Americans  or  Iraqi  nation- 
als in  the  U.S.,  who  are  already  be- 
ing monitored  under  "national  security” 
warrants  coordinated  by  a range  of  spy 
agencies.  The  article  stated.  "In  the 
event  of  an  American  invasion  of  Iraq, 
officials  would  intensify  the  program's 
mission  through  arrests  and  detentions 
of  Iraqis  or  Iraq  sympathizers  if  they  are 


believed  to  be  planning  domestic  terror- 
ist operations.” 

In  the  name  of  the  "war  on  terror,” 
the  government  has  already  arrested  or 
dragged  off  for  "interrogation”  thou- 
sands of  people  of  Near  Eastern 
descent.  Well  over  a thousand  people 
were  detained  last  year  without  any 
criminal  charges,  denied  access  to  law- 
yers or  even  to  their  families,  and  held 
behind  bars  for  months  on  end.  In  mid 
November,  nearly  150  airport  workers, 
including  a number  of  union  members, 
were  arrested  in  a sweep  of  New  York 
City  area  airports  by  the  Feds  and  local 
police.  Mainly  Hispanic  immigrants 
working  as  cleaners  for  low-wage,  non- 
union subcontractors,  they  were  picked 
up  for  allegedly  lying  on  their  job  appli- 
cations. One  cleaner  was  surrounded  by 


a half  dozen  federal  agents,  forced  to  his 
knees,  handcuffed  and  then  paraded 
around  the  airport  like  a prize  trophy.  A 
unionized  black  worker  was  arrested  on 
minor  drug  charges  dating  back  to  his 
high  school  days  nearly  ten  years  ago. 

Since  the  beginning  of  these  sweeps, 
labeled  "Operation  Tarmac."  more  than 
900  airport  workers  around  the  coun- 
try have  been  arrested  or  indicted,  with 
many  facing  deportation.  The  roundup 
of  the  New  York  airport  workers  report- 
edly was  the  culmination  of  a nine- 
month  investigation  of  58.000  workers. 
Clearly  the  aim  of  these  police  dragnets 
is  to  intimidate  and  terrorize  the  entire 
workforce,  victimize  militants  and  keep 
a lid  on  labor  struggle. 

Now.  according  to  the  Times,  the  gov- 
ernment is  planning  to  throw  Arabs  in 


the  U.S.  into  concentration  camps — and 
such  plans  didn't  start  with  the  war 
preparations  against  Iraq.  As  far  back  as 
the  1980s,  the  U.S.  government  has  had 
"contingency  plans"  for  herding  Arab 
immigrants  into  detention  camps  in  the 
event  of  U.S.  military  intervention  in  the 
Near  East  and  North  Africa.  During  the 
1 986  bombing  of  Libya,  a camp  in  Loui- 
siana had  already  been  prepared  for  as 
many  as  5.000  Arab  detainees. 

Plans  for  mass  internment  in  times  of 
"emergency"  have  a long  history  in  this 
country.  In  1942.  as  the  U.S.  waged  war 
against  Japan  in  the  Pacific.  Franklin  D. 
Roo.sevell  issued  Executive  Order  9066. 
which  sent  1 20.000  Japanese  American.s 
and  immigrants  to  concentration  camps. 
In  the  period  before  the  roundups,  all 
continued  on  page  2 


Hands  Off  Amer  Jubran! 


Several  Palestinian  activists  are  among 
those  incarcerated  as  a result  of  the 
government’s  racist  “anti-terror”  witch- 
hunt. Well-known  Palestinian  community 
leader  Farouk  Abdel-Muhti  was  dragged 
from  his  New  York  City  home  in  April 
by  FBI  and  Immigration  and  Naturaliza- 
tion Service  (INS)  agents  and  has  been 
shuttled  from  one  New  Jersey  jail  to 
another  ever  since.  If  he  is  deported  to 
Israel,  Abdel-Muhti  would  almost  surely 
face  torture  or  worse  at  the  hands  of  the 
Zionist  state.  Last  week,  his  attorneys 
filed  a habeas  corpus  petition  demanding 
his  immediate  release,  citing  a Supreme 
Court  decision  limiting  detention  to  six 
months  in  most  deportation  cases. 

Earlier  this  month.  Amer  Jubran. 
cofounder  of  the  New  England  Commit- 
tee to  Defend  Palestine,  was  seized  by  the 
Feds  and  INS  two  days  after  leading 
a Boston  march  for  Palestinian  rights. 
On  November  2 1 . Jubran  was  released  on 
bond,  with  the  judge  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  dozens  of  letters  in  his  defense. 
However.  Jubran  still  faces  a February  20 
court  hearing  on  his  deportation  case.  The 
Partisan  Defense  Committee  calls  on  all 
fighters  for  democratic  rights  and  the 
rights  of  immigrants,  all  opponents  of  the 
Zionist  terror  machine  to  demand:  Free 
Farouk  Abdel-Muhti  and  all  the  detai- 
nees! Hands  off  Amer  Jubran! 


We  reprint  below  a 14  November  let- 
ter in  defense  of  Jubran  sent  by  the  PDC 
to  the  Boston-area  INS  director. 

* * * 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee  de- 
nounces the  4 November  INS/FBI  arrest 
and  seizure  of  Palestinian  activist  Amer 
Jubran.  Mr.  Jubran  has  been  dragged 
off  to  the  Adult  Correctional  Institution 
in  Cranston.  Rhode  Island  where,  even 
though  he  is  charged  with  no  crime,  he  is 
threatened  with  indefinite  detention. 

The  attack  on  Mr.  Jubran  comes  in 
the  context  of  a vicious  nation-wide 
dragnet  targeting  immigrants  or  anyone 
of  Arab  or  South  Asian  descent  while 
the  U.S.  imperialist  behemoth  girds  for 
war  against  impoverished  Iraq.  Under  the 
aegis  of  reactionary  legislation,  hundreds 
languish  in  INS  “detention”  without  even 
the  pretense  of  due  process  or  constitu- 
tional rights. 

This  outrage  is  clearly  meant  to  chill 
any  dissent — a frontal  assault  on  all  polit- 
ical activists  who  would  defend  the  Pales- 
tinian people  from  escalating  Zionist  ter- 
ror in  the  West  Bank  and  Gaza  as  well  as 
anyone  fighting  in  defense  of  the  working 
class,  the  poor  and  oppressed.  We  demand 
the  immediate  release  of  Amer  Jubran. 
The  PDC  demands  freedom  for  ail  the 
detainees. 


Bourgeois  Elections  and  the 
Dictatorship  of  Capital 

America's  rulers  trumpet  this  country’s 
political  system  as  a model  of  democracy 
for  the  whole  world.  But  periodic  elections 
under  capitalism  are  a fig  leaf  for  the  class 
dictatorship  of  the  bourgeoisie.  In  a 1919 
lecture,  VI.  Lenin,  leader  of  the  1917  Rus- 
sian October  Revolution  that  e.slablished 
the  first  workers  state  in  history,  explained 
that  even  those  capitalist  states  that  were 
then  upheld  as  among  the  freest  and  most 
democratic,  such  as  the  United  States  and  Switzerland,  are  simply  instruments  for  the 
brutal  suppre.ssion  of  the  working  class. 


TROTSKY 


LENIN 


Nowhere  does  capital  rule  so  cynically  and  ruthlessly,  and  nowhere  is  it  so  clearly 
apparent,  as  in  these  countries,  although  they  are  democratic  republics,  no  matter  how 
prettily  they  are  painted  and  notwithstanding  all  the  talk  about  labour  democracy  and 
the  equality  of  all  citizens.  The  fact  is  that  in  Switzerland  and  the  United  Stales  capital 
dominates,  and  every  attempt  of  the  workers  to  achieve  the  slightest  real  improvement 
in  their  condition  is  immediately  met  by  civil  war....  Nowhere  is  this  suppression  of 
the  working-class  movement  accompanied  by  such  ruthless  severity  as  in  Switzerland 
and  the  U.S.  A.,  and  nowhere  does  the  influence  of  capital  in  parliament  manifest  itself 
as  powerfully  as  in  these  countries.  The  power  of  capital  is  everything,  the  stock 
exchange  is  everything,  while  parliament  and  elections  are  marionettes,  puppets.... 

Whatever  guise  a republic  may  assume,  however  democratic  it  may  be.  if  it  is  a bour- 
geois republic,  if  it  retains  private  ownership  of  the  land  and  factories,  and  if  private 
capital  keeps  the  whole  of  society  in  wage-slavery,  that  is,  if  the  republic  does  not  carry 
out  what  is  proclaimed  in  the  Programme  of  our  Party  and  in  the  Soviet  Constitution, 
then  this  stale  is  a machine  for  the  suppression  of  some  people  by  others....  We  shall 
reject  all  the  old  prejudices  about  the  state  meaning  universal  equality — for  that  is  a 
fraud:  as  long  as  there  is  exploitation  there  cannot  be  equality.  The  landowner  cannot 
be  the  equal  of  the  worker,  or  the  hungry  man  the  equal  of  the  full  man.  This  machine 
called  the  state,  before  which  people  bowed  in  superstitious  awe,  believing  the  old  tales 
that  it  means  popular  rule,  tales  which  the  proletariat  declares  to  be  a bourgeois  lie — 
this  machine  the  proletariat  will  smash. 

— VI.  Lenin,  “The  State”  (July  1919) 
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Mr.  Jubran’s  detention  follows  the 
previous  arrest  of  another  Boston-area 
Palestinian  activist.  Jaoudal  Abouazza. 
who  has  since  been  sent  to  Canada. 
These  arrests,  part  of  a nationwide 
pattern,  are  meant  to  criminalize  any 
opposition  to  U.S.  support  for  Israeli 
attacks  on  the  besieged  Palestinians.  This 
repression  will  not  go  unopposed!  Free 
Amer  Jubran! 


Letters  demanding  that  all  charges 
agaiast  Amer  Jubran  be  dropped  should 
be  sent  to:  Steven  J.  Farquharson, 
USINS  District  Director,  Room  1700, 
JFK  Federal  Building,  Boston,  MA 
02203.  Copies  should  be  sent  to: 
Commissioner  James  W.  Ziglar,  Immi- 
gration and  Naturalization  Servlet, 
425  I Street  NW,  Washington,  D.C. 
20536.  ■ 


Roundup... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

persons  of  Japanese  descent  who  were 
not  citizens  were  designated  “enemy 
aliens.”  Their  bank  accounts  were  frozen, 
they  were  forbidden  by  law  to  become 
citizens  and  were  forced  to  register  and 
carry  ID  cards.  This  horrifying  product  of 
racist  war  hysteria  destroyed  thousands  of 
lives. 

In  the  past,  some  elements  of  the 
bourgeoisie  have  bemoaned  the  WWII 
concentration  camps  as  a “mistake”  or 
aberration.  But  the  Supreme  Court  has 
never  overturned  its  endorsement  of  the 
World  War  11  internments.  And  only  a 
few  years  after  the  war,  (he  1950  McCar- 
ran  Act  mandated  the  registration  and 
fingerprinting  of  Communist  Party  mem- 
bers and  sympathizers,  who  were  deemed 
“subversives.”  Tens  of  thousands  of  them 
were  marked  for  internment  in  concentra- 
tion camps  in  the  event  of  a “national 
emergency.” 

The  report  of  plans  for  detention  of 
Iraqis  and  the  roundup  of  NYC  airport 
workers  came  amid  almost  daily  pro- 
nouncements of  new  “anti-terror”  legis- 
lation. executive  orders,  court  rulings 
and  arrests.  The  launch  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Homeland  Security  marks  a 


new  level  in  the  state’s  ability  to  monitor 
the  entire  population’s  activities.  Another 
government  spying  operation  is  the  Total 
Information  Awareness  System.  Headed 
by  John  Poindexter,  who  was  convicted 
on  five  counts  of  lying  to  Congress  in 
the  Iran-Contra  affair  in  the  1980s,  this 
“Big  Brother”  operation  would  gather 
and  centralize  information  on  virtually 
anything  you  do,  from  applying  for  a 
passport  to  renting  a car  or  buying  an  air- 
line ticket.  On  November  18.  the  For- 
eign Intelligence  Surveillance  Court  of 
Review,  which  meets  in  secrecy,  over- 
ruled its  own  lower  court  and  affirmed 
broad  powers  to  spy  on  individuals, 
which  include  allowing  break-ins  and 
wiretapping  with  absolutely  no  evidence 
of  criminal  activity. 

The  new  police-state  measures  that 
first  target  immigrants  will  be  used 
against  just  about  everyone  perceived 
as  an  opponent  by  the  capitalist  rulers — 
from  those  who  oppose  U.S.  imperialist 
wars  abroad  to  those  who  speak  out 
against  racist  oppression  or  fight  to  de- 
fend their  unions  and  livelihoods.  As  the 
roundups  of  airport  workers  underline,  it 
is  necessary  for  the  airline  unions  and  the 
labor  movement  as  a whole  to  mobilize  in 
defense  of  immigrant  workers  and  all 
those  in  the  cross  hairs  of  this  capitalist 
government’s  “war  on  terror.”B 


Sign  at  January 
demonstration 
in  New  York 
against 
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World  War  II 
internment  of 
Japanese 
Americans. 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


New  York  Transit  Workers  vs. 
Union-Busting  Austerity 


VW  Photo 

Transit  workers  rally  outside  NYC  transit  headquarters  in  Brooklyn,  September  25. 


Break  with  the  Democrats— 
Mobilize  Union  Power! 


new  YORK  CITY— With  a Decem- 
ber 15  contract  deadline  fast  ap- 
proaching, the  34,000  members  of 
Transport  Workers  Union  (TWU) 
Local  100  who  keep  this  city's  sub- 
ways and  buses  running  are  facing 
a major  showdown  with  the  political 
representatives  of  Wall  Street.  Threat- 
ening “very  severe”  penalties  if  the 
TWU  votes  for  strike  action,  multi- 
billionaire  mayor  Michael  Bloom- 
berg and  the  city  bosses  want  to 
gut  the  union,  a powerhouse  of  New 
York’s  multiracial  working  class,  as 
part  of  an  effort  to  make  working 
people  pay  for  the  city’s  huge  budget 
deficit.  The  state  Metropolitan  Trans- 
portation Authority  (MTA)  is  intent 
on  pushing  through  a wide  array  of 
attacks  on  health  benefits  and  work- 
ing conditions,  while  foisting  a mas- 
sive fare  hike  on  riders. 

The  MTA’s  drive  to  cut  costs  is 
deadly.  Two  transit  workers  were 
killed  on  the  job  in  as  many  days 
because  of  the  transit  bosses’  con- 
tempt for  the  safety  of  the  workforce. 

On  November  21,  signal  maintainer 
Joy  Antony,  a 41 -year-old  father  of 
two  young  children,  was  killed  by  an 
oncoming  train  because  management 
did  not  provide  a flagman  to  warn  the 
driver  that  work  was  being  done  on  the 
tracks.  The  next  day,  57-year-old  light 
maintainer  Kurien  Baby  was  dragged 
under  a passing  train  at  another  station. 
Four  workers  have  been  killed  on  the  job 
in  two  years  and  21  since  1980. 

New  York  City  Transit  is  the  only  transit 
system  in  the  slate  not  subject  to  federal 
safety  regulations.  After  the  second  recent 
accident,  management  stopped  all  non- 
emergency  track  work  for  24  hours  to 
review  safety  procedures.  But  unsafe  pro- 
cedures should  be  stopped  before  workers 
are  killed  or  injured!  Transit  workers  must 
fight  for  elected  union  safety  committees 
with  the  power  to  shut  down  any  unsafe 
working  conditions  on  the  spot. 

What’s  needed  is  for  transit  workers  to 
mobilize  union  power  in  defense  of  their 
interests  and  those  of  all  of  New  York 


Roger  Toussaint,  TWU  Local  100  pres- 
ident, embraces  Democratic  Senator 
Hillary  Clinton  at  union  meeting  last 
year. 

City’s  working  people  and  the  ghetto  and 
barrio  poor.  Workers  from  one  mainte- 
nance facility  at  a union  rally  in  Midtown 
Manhattan  on  October  30  carried  a ban- 
ner reading.  “Ready  to  Rumble.”  But  as 
i^nsit  workers  prepare  for  a confronta- 
fion  with  the  capitalist  class  enemy,  they 
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are  saddled  with  a union  leadership  that 
places  its  faith  not  in  the  power  of  a mobi- 
lized membership  but  in  the  false  “friends” 
of  the  capitalist  Democratic  Party. 

Thousands  of  transit  workers  have 
turned  out  for  union  rallies  in  Brook- 
lyn and  Manhattan  this  fall.  The  signs 
and  banners  carried  by  union  mem- 
bers spoke  to  the  issues  facing  the  work- 
force. “No  Health  Care  Cuts!  Stop  Abu- 
sive Discipline!”  read  one.  ‘T.A.  Labor 
Relations  = Plantation  Justice”  declared 
another.  With  the  Health  Benefit  Trust 
on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy,  the  MTA  is 
now  driving  to  drastically  increase  what 
transit  workers  pay  for  medical  care.  TWU 
Local  100  should  fight  for  full  health  care 
coverage  at  no  cost  for  all  union  mem- 
bers, including  retirees,  and  their  families. 
With  health  benefits  increasingly  under 
attack  by  employers  across  the  country — 
and  with  at  least  42  million  people  having 
no  health  coverage  at  all — the  labor  move- 
ment must  take  the  lead  in  fighting  for 
free,  quality  health  care  for  all! 

In  the  year  2000  alone,  more  than 
16,000  disciplinary  notices  were  dished 
out  to  transit  workers.  Now  the  MTA  is 
out  to  undermine  seniority  rights  by  cut- 
ting the  number  of  “job  picks,”  which 
allow  workers  to  choose  their  shifts  and 
work  locations.  This  is  a step  toward 
eliminating  this  hard-won  union  gain 
entirely.  An  array  of  other  proposed  MTA 
measures  target  working  conditions  and 
safety  regulations,  from  speedup  and 
“broadbanding.”  which  would  broaden 
job  descriptions  to  force  workers  to  do 
jobs  they’re  not  trained  for,  to  reduction 
of  “release  time" — lime  allotted  during 
working  hours  for  elected  union  represen- 
tatives to  defend  their  members.  This  is  a 
recipe  for  more  death  on  the  tracks. 

The  MTA’s  “plantation  justice”  and  the 
ranks’  determination  to  defend  their 
union  rights  were  both  on  display  at  the 
East  New  York  transit  facility  in  Brooklyn 
a few  months  ago.  Union  stewards  and 
other  workers  there  told  Workers  Van- 
guard that  a black  worker  was  threatened 
with  firing  for  defending  himself  against 
a foreman  who  physically  attacked  and 
hurled  racist  slurs  at  him.  After  a cam- 


paign in  which  over  a hundred  of  his  co- 
workers organized  in  his  defense,  the 
company  backed  down. 

The  attacks  on  transit  workers’  health 
benefits  and  working  conditions  go  hand 
in  hand  with  plans  to  increase  the  sub- 
way fare  by  up  to  33  percent.  Riding  on  a 
huge  budget  surplus  during  the  1990s 
boom,  the  city  administration  kept  wage 
increases  for  city  workers  to  a bare  mini- 
mum while  allowing  rents  to  skyrocket. 
Meanwhile,  schools  and  hospitals  were 
left  to  deteriorate  and  the  homeless  to 
freeze  and  starve  in  the  streets.  Now.  in 
the  midst  of  an  economic  downturn  and 
a huge  budget  deficit,  they  intend  to  take 
it  out  of  the  hides  of  the  workers,  slash- 
ing services  and  wages  even  further.  A 
union  sign  at  the  October  30  TWU  rally 
declared:  “No  Fare  Hike  on  the  Backs  of 
the  Public  and  T.A.  Workers.”  A fight  to 
defend  the  union,  linked  with  the  call  for 
free  public  transit,  would  win  enormous 
support,  not  least  among  the  city’s  poor 
and  minority  populations. 

Democrats:  Enemies  of  Labor 

The  union  rallies  should  have  been 
used  for  mobilizing  union  power  against 
the  capitalists'  attacks.  Instead  the  Local 
100  leadership  under  President  Roger 
Toussaint  turned  them  into  election  rallies 
for  capitalist  politicians,  as  the  speaker’s 
platform  was  given  over  to  Democrats 
looking  for  voles.  Certainly,  with  a par- 
ticularly vicious  Republican  administra- 
tion in  Washington  that  flaunts  its  lies  to 
big  business  and  openly  revels  in  inflict- 
ing pain  and  suffering  on  working  peo- 
ple. many  workers  buy  into  the  lie  that 
the  Democratic  Party  is  a "lesser  evil.” 
But  it  is  precisely  their  image  as  “friends" 
of  labor  and  minorities  that  allows  the 
Democrats  to  more  easily  get  away  with 
attacks  just  as  vicious  as  those  carried 
out  by  the  Republicans — witness  the 
Clinton  years,  with  the  axing  of  welfare 
and  the  massive  growth  in  inequality 
between  a handful  of  rich  and  almost 
everybody  eLse.  When  it  comes  to  the 
fundamental  interests  of  the  capitalist 
class — against  labor  at  home  and  the 
perceived  enemies  of  U.S.  imperialism 


abroad — the  Democratic  Party  is  at 
one  with  the  Republicans. 

T\ing  the  unions  to  the  Democratic 
Party  is  an  obstacle  to  labor  struggle. 
It  was  Democratic  stale  attorney  gen- 
eral Eliot  Spitzer.  not  just  Repub- 
lican mayor  Giuliani,  who  brought 
the  full  force  of  the  capitalist  state 
down  on  Local  100  during  the  con- 
tract battle  three  years  ago,  invoking 
the  strikebreaking  Taylor  Law,  threat- 
ening to  arrest  transit  workers  who 
even  uttered  the  word  “strike”  and 
surrounding  union  headquarters  with 
an  army  of  cops.  And  then-candidate 
for  Senate  Hillary  Clinton  endorsed 
this  draconian  assault  on  the  union, 
calling  the  Taylor  Law  a "wise  law” 
because  “public  employees  should 
not  legally  be  allowed  to  strike.”  Two 
years  later.  Toussaint  invited  Clinton 
to  be  the  featured  speaker  at  a mass 
union  meeting,  where  she  drummed 
up  support  for  the  “war  on  terror"  and 
the  U.S.  bombing  of  Afghanistan. 

The  bipartisan  “war  on  terror”  has 
meant  a racist  witchhunt  against 
Arabs  and  Muslims  and  a wholesale 
assault  on  immigrant  rights  and  the 
civil  liberties  of  the  population  as  a 
whole.  Its  ultimate  target  is  the  labor 
movement,  the  real  “enemy  within”  in 
the  eyes  of  the  American  bourgeoisie.  As 
the  U.S.  imperialists  gear  up  for  war 
against  Iraq,  they  will  further  escalate  their 
war  on  the  unions  in  order  to  ensure  class 
peace  at  home.  This  has  already  been 
underscored  by  the  anti-union  Taft-Hartley 
injunction  leveled  against  the  International 
Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union. 

The  bosses  have  already  wheeled  out 
their  anti-union  propaganda  machine 
against  the  TWU.  Attacking  Toussaint  as  a 
“radical,”  the  New  York  Post  railed  against 
the  possibility  of  a strike  in  a rabid  editorial 
tilled  “Communist  Underground”  the  day 
of  the  October  30  rally.  And  on  the  ground, 
a horde  of  cops  prevented  transit  workers 
from  marching  to  Governor  Pataki’s  Mid- 
town offices.  Yet  the  Local  100  leadership 
had  invited  the  head  of  the  police  “union.” 
Patrick  Lynch,  to  speak  at  the  earlier  TWU 
rally  in  Brooklyn.  Cops  are  the  paid  strike- 
breakers of  the  capitalists;  they  have  no 
place  in  the  labor  movement! 

The  TWU  bureaucracy  itself  has  fallen 
in  line  behind  the  “war  on  terror.”  As  the 
New  York  Times  (17  November)  reported, 
the  Local  100  lops  have  complained 
about  subcontractors  who  do  not  undergo 
backgound  checks  yet  have  access  to  the 
subway  system’s  power  and  communica- 
tions facilities.  John  Samuelsen.  a Local 
100  official,  ranted  that  the  typical  sub- 
contractor “picks  up  a truckload  of  day 
laborers....  We  don’t  know  if  they  have  a 
criminal  background  or  anything  about 
them.”  Rather  than  denouncing  these  non- 
union and  largely  immigrant  workers,  the 
TWU  should  be  fighting  to  organize  them 
into  the  union  at  full  union  wages  and 
benefits.  The  TWU  should  also  be  organ- 
izing the  “workfare”  laborers  forced  to 
take  on  transit  jobs  to  get  their  meager 
welfare  payments.  The  labor  movement 
must  take  up  the  fight  for  citizenship 
rights  for  all  immigrants. 

Union  Tops  Threaten 
to  Split  TWU 

Criminally,  in  the  face  of  a ruling-class 
offensive.  Toussaint’s  opponents  in  the 
union  bureaucracy.  TWU  International 
president  Sonny  Hall  and  his  cohorts  in 
continued  on  page  8 
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“War  on  Terror”  on  Campus 

Defend  Pro-Palestinian  Protesters! 


On  campuses  across  the  country,  a sin- 
ister cabal  ranging  from  the  nefarious 
Anti-Defamation  League  (ADD  to  racist 
demagogue  David  Horowitz  to  campus 
administrators  and  higher  offices  of  the 
state  is  targeting  any  student  who  would 
speak  out  in  defense  of  the  Palestinians. 
Last  spring,  the  UC  Berkeley  administra- 
tion banned  the  Students  for  Justice  in 
Palestine  (SJP)  after  an  April  9 Wheeler 
Hall  demonstration  calling  for  the  uni- 
versity to  divest  its  holdings  in  Israel. 
This  fall.  Harvard’s  Lawrence  Summers 
condemned  divestment  proposals  as 
“anti-Semitic  in  their  effect,  if  not  their 
intent"  and  accused  unnamed  student 
groups  of  having  links  with  "terrorist” 
organizations. 

Around  the  same  time,  the  Zionist 
think  tank  Middle  East  Forum  set  up  the 
Campus  Watch  Web  site  in  an  attempt  to 
blacklist  pro-Palestinian  academics,  whom 
it  labels  "apologists  to  terrorism.”  An  ad 
published  on  November  4 in  the  student 
newspaper  of  Rutgers  University,  the  Daily 
Targim,  pictures  a man  with  a machine 
gun  captioned  “Palestinian  school  chil- 
dren’s hero,”  imputing  that  any  Palestin- 
ian sympathizer  is  necessarily  a supporter 
of  terrorism. 

This  witchhunt  is  hardly  confined  to 
college  campuses.  Last  week,  a young 
woman  Brooklyn  high  school  student  of 
Palestinian  descent  wearing  a “Free  Pal- 
estine” T-shirt  and  Palestinian  flag  pin  to 
school  was  grabbed  and  frisked  by  secur- 
ity guards.  She  was  forced  to  remove  pro- 
Palestinian  stickers  from  her  notebook 
and  summarily  warned  by  a dean  that  the 
only  flag  she  could  "represent  at  school 
was  the  American  flag”  (New  York  Daily 
News,  2 ! November). 

The  charge  of  "anti-Semitism”  has  be- 
come the  standard  smear  against  those 
who  would  defend  the  right  of  the  Pales- 
tinians to  exist.  More  than  300  college 
and  university  presidents  pledged  in  an 
American  Jewish  Committee  ad  in  the 
New  York  Times  (7  October)  that  “all  in- 
stances” of  supposed  intimidation  against 
Jewish  and  Zionist  students  “will  be 
investigated  and  acted  upon.”  This  ad  and 
the  “anti-Semitism”  smear  willfully  con- 
flate actual  anti-Semitic  attacks,  such  as 
the  defacing  of  synagogues,  with  political 
protest  against  the  Zionist  military  garri- 
son state.  As  New  York  University  profes- 
sor Khaled  Fahmy  noted.  ‘This  narrowing 
tolerance  is  sad  and  dangerous  as  it  leaves 
real  anti-Semitism  and  real  moral  bank- 
ruptcy unchallenged"  (Washington  Square 
News.  20  November). 

Branding  defenders  of  the  Palestinians 
as  "anti-Semitic”  and  “terrorists.”  the  Zion- 
ists tried  everything  to  .shut  down  the 
Second  National  Conference  on  the  Pal- 
estinian Solidarity  Movement  at  the  Uni- 


versity of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor  in  mid- 
October.  They  filed  a lawsuit  that  claimed 
the  conference  represented  a threat  to  the 
physical  safety  of  Jewish  students.  In 
a classic  frame-up  operation,  an  anti- 
Semitic  e-mail  message  was  made  to 
appear  to  originate  from  a pro-Palestinian 
student  group  helping  to  organize  the 


conference.  (This  was  exposed  as  a fraud 
by  the  administration  itself.)  When  all 
else  failed,  more  than  a thousand  Zionists 
from  as  far  away  as  the  East  Coast 
besieged  the  conference  and  demon- 
strated outside  it  chanting  “Shame  for 
supporting  the  killing  of  university  stu- 
dents" and  carrying  signs  reading  “This 
Is  an  Anti--Semitic  Hate  Conference.” 

Witchhunts  and  Repression 

The  effort  by  Zionist  ideologues  to 
smear  pro-Palestinian  protest  as  “anti- 
Semitic”  reached  the  highest  levels  of  state 
government  in  California  last  July,  when 
Democratic  governor  Gray  Davis,  citing 
the  ADL.  called  on  the  University  of  Cal- 
ifornia and  California  State  University  sys- 
tems to  crack  down  on  what  he  called  anti- 
Semitic  "violence.  hara.ssment,  and  abuse” 
(UCLA  Daily  Bruin,  30  July).  Davis  out- 
rageously and  falsely  condemned  entire 
demonstrations  as  anti-Semitic,  includ- 
ing the  April  SJP  demo  at  UC  Berkeley 
and  protest-s  at  San  Francisco  State  Uni- 
versity (SFSU). 

At  SFSU  last  May.  a pro-Zionist  dem- 
onstration was  met  by  a pro-Palestinian 
counter-protest,  a confrontation  which  be- 


can^e  heated  on  both  sides.  Following  the 
rally,  university  president  Robert  Corrigan 
seized  on  false  allegations  that  the  Gen- 
era! Union  of  Pale.stine  Students  (GUPS) 
is  riot-prone  and  anti-Semitic  in  order 
to  summarily  impose  sanctions  on  the 
group,  including  probation,  termination  of 
funding  and  the  loss  of  its  Web  site.  The 


ADL  advised  Corrigan  in  the  witchhunt  of 
GUPS.  These  well-connected  Zionists 
have  a long  and  sordid  history  at  SFSU.  In 
the  early  1990s,  when  the  ADL  was  ex- 
posed as  spies  for  some  of  the  deadliest 
regimes  on  the  planet — from  apartheid 
South  Africa  to  Latin  American  death 
squad  dictatorships — more  than  a dozen 
SFSU  student  groups  were  found  on  their 
computer  hit  list. 

In  a September  meeting  with  GUPS. 
Corrigan  responded  to  a GUPS  request  to 
lift  the  sanctions  against  it  with  the  out- 
rageous comment:  "Why.  so  you  guys  can 
start  throwing  bombs  in  January?”  (Golden 
Gate  {XJpress,  17  October).  Tliis  vile  and 
inflammatory  comment  can  only  be  i pre- 
lude to  aggressive  government  repression 
or  worse,  especially  given  FBI  efforts 
to  use  student  records  to  go  after  Near 
Eastern  students  as  supposed  "terrorists.” 
SFSU  was  among  the  first  to  hand  over 
such  records  to  the  FBI.  an  action  that 
was  opposed  by  an  SYC-initiated  united- 
front  protest  demanding  "Down  with 
SFSU  collaboration  with  the  FBI  anti- 
immigrant witchhunt!"  SFSU  administra- 
tion hands  off  GUPS! 

Across  the  bay  at  UC  Berkeley,  the 
administration  is  single-mindedly  deter- 
mined to  find  some  way  to  punish  32  pro- 
testers arrested  during  the  April  SJP 
demonstration  and  sit-in.  despite  the  offi- 
cial unequivocal  "factual  finding  of  inno- 
cence” issued  when  criminal  charges  were 
dropped  by  the  Alameda  County  District 
Attorney’s  Office  last  June.  The  adminis- 
tration has  charged  31  students  with  vio- 
lating the  Student  Code  of  Conduct  and 
threatens  them  with  suspension.  One  stu- 
dent. Roberto  Hernandez,  faces  an  addi- 
tional trumped-up  charge  of  physical  as- 
sault and  has  had  his  degree  withheld 
preventing  him  from  attending  his  docto- 


ral program  and  endangering  his  financial 
aid  package.  This  prosecution  comes  after 
the  university  banned  SJP  as  a campus 
organization  (though  the  university  later 
backed  down  from  the  ban  in  the  face  of 
opposition).  As  Hernandez’  lawyer.  Anne 
Weills,  told  a Young  Spartacus  reporter, 
“The  attack  on  these  students  is  such  that 
it  is  chilling  dissent.” 

The  administration’s  prosecution  of  the 
Wheeler  32  has  been  a kangaroo  court 
from  the  beginning.  The  32  were  denied 
their  request  for  a group  hearing,  the  hear- 
ings were  closed  to  the  public  (though  two 
months  after  the  initial  hearing  the  uni- 
versity finally  agreed  to  open  hearings), 
and  the  proceedings  were  moved  from  the 
central  campus  to  a more  remote  location. 
Meanwhile,  much  of  the  scant  evidence 
the  university  has  come  up  with  is  itself 
inadmissible  according  to  state  law  be- 
cause the  Wheeler  32  were  found  factually 
innocent.  Now.  as  the  result  of  a ruling  on 
a lawsuit  filed  by  the  defendants,  the  uni- 
versity was  issued  a court  order  to  restart 
the  hearings  and  withhold  the  arrest 
records  from  evidence. 

The  SYC  has  been  active  from  the  be- 
ginning in  the  defense  of  targeted  pro- 
Palestinian  protesters  through  taking  up 
their  cause  in  rallies  and  publicizing  it  at 
our  lit  tables.  In  a protest  statement  dis- 
tributed in  May  at  SJP  lallies,  we  de- 
manded “Down  With  the  suspension  of 
SJP!  No  administration  reprisals  against 
the  protesters!"  At  an  October  Wheeler  32 
defense  organizing  meeting,  we  encour- 
aged the  participants  to  bring  their  strug- 
gle to  the  then  locked-out  West  Coast 
dock  workers,  pointing  out  that  getting 
the  social  power  of  labor  behind  them 
would  represent  the  best  possible  defense 
of  persecuted  pro-Palestinian  activists. 

Campus  Divestment  Campaign: 
Appeal  to  Forces  of  Repression 

The  divestment  campaign  pushed  by 
many  in  the  pro-Palestinian  movement, 
including  the  International  Socialist  Org- 
anization. embraces  the  idea  that  the  Uni- 
versity of  California,  which  runs  labora- 
tories involved  in  “developing  new  tools 
in  the  war  on  terrorism”  (as  the  UC  Web 
site  attests),  or  the  Harvard  Corporation, 
run  by  former  World  Bank  vice  president 
and  Clinton  Treasury  Secretary  Summers, 
will  side  with  Palestinians  and  divest 
from  Israel.  This  is  absurd.  As  we  wrote 
in  “What’s  Wrong  with  Campus  Divest- 
ment Campaign"  (WV  No.  780.  3 May); 
‘The  divestment  campaign  looks  to 
employ  moral  sua.sion  to  pressure  campus 
administrations.  American  corporations 
and  ultimately  the  U.S.  capitalist  rulers  to 
ditch  Israel  and  implement  a more  benev- 
olent policy  toward  the  Palestinians, 
Aside  from  the  fact  that  American  corpo- 
rations do  not  have  significant  invest- 
menis  in  Israel,  the  notion  that  moral  sua- 
sion will  make  the  U.S.  dump  a suaicgic 
and  longstanding  ally  in  the  Near  East  is 
simply  ludicrous." 

Now.  this  campaign  puls  its  advtKate.s  in 
the  position  of  appealing  to  campus  ad- 
ministrations, who  are  presently  witch- 
hunting  pro-Palestinian  activists,  to  come 
to  the  aid  of  Palestinians. 

If  the  sympathies  of  the  administration 
were  not  already  sufficiently  clear,  just 
look  at  the  lengths  it  went  to  quash  any 
protest  against  a November  19  appear- 
ance at  UC  Berkeley  by  former  Israeli 
prime  minister  Ehud  Barak,  who  presided 
over  the  initial  Zionist  crackdown  on  the 
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Bay  Area  Spartacus  Youth  Club  at  September  30  protest  outside  UC  Berkeley 
administration  trial  of  pro-Palestinian  activists. 
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Racist  Demagogue  Horowitz 


on  a Rampage 

University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago 


O'Holleran/Chicago  Flam© 

October  30:  Pro-imperialist  spokesman  David  Horowitz  ranting  from  podium 
at  UlC.  His  appearance  was  a calculated  provocation — four  people  were 
ejected  from  the  event  and  one  of  them  was  arrested. 


The  Chicago  Spartacus  Youth  Club 
protests  the  arrest  of  Jessica  Maiorca  who 
had  been  simply  heckling  racist  dema- 
gogue David  Horowitz  during  his  Octo- 
ber 30  lecture  at  the  University  of  Illinois 
at  Chicago  (UlC).  After  Maiorca  turned 
around  in  her  chair  to  call  security  on 
right-wing  students  who  had  been  physi- 
cally harassing  her.  campus  cops  imme- 
diately descended  on  her  and  dragged 
her  out  of  the  auditorium.  Though  the 
arrest  charge  of  disorderly  conduct  was 
dropped,  she  still  faces  possible  disci- 
plinary action  from  the  administration. 
Maiorca.  a member  of  the  UIC  No  War 
coalition,  was  targeted  for  her  political 
beliefs.  Defend  Jessica  Maiorca! 

Horowitz’s  appearance  at  UIC  was  a 
part  of  his  neo-McCarthyile  campaign  to 
whip  up  pro-war  patriotism  and  advance 
the  capitalist  rulers'  witchhunt  against  all 
those  who  oppose  or  even  question  U.S. 
imperialism's  war  moves  against  Iraq.  In 
an  advertisement  published  in  15  campus 
newspapers  in  September  200 1 . Horowitz 
accused  protesters  against  the  Vietnam 
War  of  having  been  “enemies  within." 
Today  Horowitz  is  touring  college  cam- 
puses giving  a speech  entitled  “How 
the  Left  Undermines  America’s  Security." 
in  which  he  smears  leftists  as  "Al  Qaeda’s 
little  helpers."  These  slanders  are  an  in- 
citement to  violence  and  a justification 
for  government  repression  against  anti- 
war activists. 

In  fact,  the  "big  helper"  of  Islamic  fun- 
damentalism in  Central  Asia  was  the 
American  capitalist'  state.  Osama  bin 
Laden  and  his  fellow  mujahedin — who 


would  later  fill  the  ranks  of  Al  Qaeda,  the 
Taliban  and  the  Northern  Alliance — were 
armed,  trained  and  funded  by  U.S.  Impe- 
rialism as  part  of  its  war  to  smash  the 
Soviet  Union  in  the  ’80s. 

Furthermore,  Horowitz’s  claim  that  the 


"anti-American"  left  has  stifled  free 
speech  on  college  campuses  is  a cal- 
culated attempt  to  intimidate  leftists  and 
minorities  into  silence.  His  professed 
free  speech  concerns  were  completely  ex- 
posed during  his  campus  visit.  Early  in 


the  day  of  his  talk,  after  he  failed  to  have 
an  international  Socialist  Organization 
campus  literature  table  shut  down,  this 
right-wing  provocateur  went  so  far  as  to 
attack  that  lit  table,  ripping  down  a 
protest  sign  and  tearing  it  to  pieces!  Dur- 
ing his  talk,  he  fingered  people  in  the 
crowd  who  were  angered  by  his  reaction- 
ary ranting  so  that  the  campus  cops  would 
forcibly  remove  them.  Following  the  lec- 
ture. he  abruptly  cut  off  the  promised 
discussion,  claiming  he  didn’t  like  the 
"lone"  of  a question. 

Horowitz  has  a recent  history  of  fuel- 
ing racist  reaction  and  campus  witchhunts. 
Two  years  ago,  Horowitz  orchestrated  a 
national  ad  campaign  on  college  cam- 
puses that  attacked  "reparations"  for  black 
people  on  the  grotesque  basis  that  slavery 
actually  "created  wealth  for  black  Amer- 
icans.” In  a similarly  twisted  vein,  his  cur- 
rent ad,  which  ran  in  the  UIC  Flame  just 
weeks  before  his  appearance,  blames  Pal- 
estinians for  their  own  oppression  at  the 
hands  of  the  murderous  Zionist  state, 
painting  all  those  who  sympathize  with  the 
Palestinian  cause  as  terrorist  supporters. 
The  SYCs  have  initiated  united-front  pro- 
tests against  this  reactionary  ideologue. 

Marxists  understand  that  it  is  necessary 
to  refute  the  lies  of  pro-imperialist  ideo- 
logues like  Horowitz  and  combat  the  cor- 
rosive impact  of  their  retrograde  ideas. 
However,  our  aim  is  not  just  to  expose 
reactionary  ideas,  but  to  change  reality.  A 
socialist  revolution  is  needed  to  uproot 
the  raci.st  system  of  imperialist  exploita- 
tion and  war  for  which  Horowitz  is  a bra- 
zen mouthpiece.! 


second  Intifada.  As  a member  of  the  Bay 
Area  SYC,  which  had  mobilized  for 
the  protest  against  Barak,  reported:  “Al  5 
p.m.  it  seemed  as  though  the  cops  wanted 
to  make  the  protest  into  an  occupied  West 
Bank.  Helicopters  flew  overhead,  and  the 
entrance  to  Zellerbach  was  blocked  off  by 
police  barricades,  pushing  protesters  into 
a comer  at  least  200  feet  away  from 
where  Barak  was  supposed  to  speak.” 

It  Is  a measure  of  how  virulent  the  Zion- 
ist witchhunt  against  support  to  the  Pales- 
tinians has  become  that  they  target  the 
divestment  campaign,  which  in  the  words 
of  one  of  its  most  renowned  supporters. 
Edward  Said,  is  “the  mildest  and  most 
decorous  of  responses"  to  Zionist  terror 
(Washington  Post,  12  October).  Yet.  the 
smear  that  anyone  who  protests  against 
the  Zionist  military  garrison  stale  is  anti- 
Semitic  has  long  been  used  by  the  Israeli 
rulers  to  bolster  their  genocidal  aim  of 
eradicating  the  Palestinians. 

We  are  intransigent  defenders  of  the 
Palestinians  against  Zionist  state  terror.  At 
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the  same  time,  we  are  equally  opposed  to 
Arab  nationalist  calls  to  "drive  the  Jews 
into  the  sea."  Against  ail  variants  of 
deadly  nationalism,  we  counierpo.se  a pro- 
gram of  proletarian  revolutionary  interna- 
tionalism. The  road  to  the  social  and 
national  liberation  of  the  Palestinian  peo- 
ple lies  through  common  class  struggle  by 
the  Hebrew-speaking  and  Arab  workers 
against  both  the  Israeli  and  Arab  ruling 
classes,  who  likewise  are  oppressors  of 
the  Palestinians.  Only  within  a socialist 
federation  of  the  Near  East  can  the  right  to 
national  self-determination  for  both  the 
Palestinian  and  Hebrew-speaking  peoples 
be  equitably  realized. 

U.S.  imperialism’s  imminent  war 
against  Iraq  could  very  well  provide  the 
Israeli  slate,  armed  to  the  hilt  by  the  U.S.. 
with  the  cover  to  carry  out  a full-scale 
ethnic  cleansing  of  the  Occupied  Territo- 
ries. As  the  war  drive  escalates,  attempts 
to  quell  protest  sympathetic  to  the  Pales- 
tinians will  only  intensify  on  American 
campuses.  This  points  to  the  urgent  need 
to  mobilize  in  defense  of  both  the  Pales- 
tinian people  and  lho.se  who  sympathize 
with  their  plight.  This  struggle  must  be 
linked  to  revolutionary  opposition  to  the 
impending  imperialist  war  and  standing 
in  defense  of  Iraq  against  U.S.  attack. 

The  divestment  campaign  fosters  illu- 
sions in  the  potential  benevolence  of  the 
American  state.  Effective  defense  of  the 
victims  of  the  U.S.  military  behemoth, 
as  well  as  the  victims  of  its  Zionist  junior 
partner,  cannot  come  through  appeals  to 
the  moral  scruples  of  the  U.S.  imperialists 
or  their  agents  on  the  campuses.  Instead, 
it  requires  mobilizing  the  social  power  of 
the  working  class  in  militant  class  strug- 
gle directed  against  the  capitalist  rulers 
here.  Anti-imperialist  students  and  parti- 
sans of  the  Palestinian  people  must  be 
won  to  a revolutionary  perspective,  the 
understanding  that  the  working  class  is  the 
one  class  that  has  both  the  interest  and  the 
capacity  to  overthrow  this  murderous  cap- 
italist system  and  end  the  threat  of  impe- 
rialist war  once  and  for  all.! 


Young  Spartacus 


BERKELEY,  November  16 — The  Bay 
Area  Spartacus  Youth  Club  mobilized 
youth  today  to  join  150  gay  rights 
activists  in  protesting  against  Fred 
Phelps'  vile  Kansas-based  Wesiboro 
Baptist  Church.  These  anti-gay  bigot.s 
came  to  the  Bay  Area  to  picket  high 
school  performances  of  The  Laramie 
Project,  the  powerful  play  about  the 
sadistic  1998  murder  of  Matthew 
Shepard,  a gay  University  of  Wyoming 
student.  This  comes  after  they  gro- 
tesquely picketed  outside  the  home 
of  transgender  youth  Gwen  Araujo 
following  her  brutal  murder  last 
month  in  an  act  of  demented  anti-gay 
hatred  (see  ‘Transgender  Youth  Mur- 
dered in  Brutal  Attack."  WV  No. 
791,  15  November).  Al  UC  Berkeley, 
the  Phelps  family  came  to  picket  a 
football  game,  apparently  assum- 
ing it  would  be  a den  of  homosexual 
activism,  with  signs  reading  "Matt 


IShepardj  in  Hell”  and  “No  Tears 
for  Queers."  Demonstrating  just  how 
twisted  they  are,  the  Phelps  clan  also 
held  a sign  that  said.  "Thank  God  for 
Sept.  11.”  derived  from  their  belief 
that  America  is  being  punished  by 
god  for  allowing  itself  to  be  overrun 
by  “hedonists.” 

Most  of  the  counter-demonstrators 
passively  staged  a toothless  “silent 
protest."  In  contrast,  our  intention  was 
to  make  sure  that  the  Phelps  congre- 
gation’s murderous  provocation  did 
not  go  unanswered  and  that  they 
never  set  fool  in  Berkeley  again.  Tlie 
SYC  militantly  opposed  their  religious 
fanaticism  with  chants  such  as  “Down 
with  the  anti-gay  crusade!  Separate 
the  church  and  state!”  and  "Get  your 
cross  out  of  our  crotch,  anti-gay  big- 
otry must  be  stopped!”  Down  with 
anti-gay  bigots!  Matthew  Shepard. 
Gwen  Araujo — We  will  not  forget! 
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In  Memory  of  Our  Comrade 

Cory  Pearson 


undertook  was  carried  out  with  a keen  sense 
of  the  importance  of  professional  standards  of 
quality,  a driving  enthusiasm,  and  the  knowl- 
edge  that  the  press  is  the  scaffolding  of  a 
communist  propaganda  group.  He  was  driven 
by  a passion  for  finding  ways  to  make  our 
press  more  effective.  His  constant  suggestions 
and  continuous  stream  of  projects  were  pow- 
ered by  a vision  of  the  impact  Workers  Van- 
guard could  have.  Cory  set  the  standard  that 
the  photographer,  like  in  all  other  party  work, 
is  a political  interventionist,  not  a passive 
observer. 

Cory’s  photos  are  a chronicle  of  the  history 
of  our  movement,  our  interventions,  speeches, 
rallies,  demonstrations  and  picket  lines.  He 
was  there  during  the  1977  Steams.  Kentucky 
coal  miners  strike,  taking  the  picture  of  the 
hand-lettered  sign  reading.  “Warning:  The 
Steams  Miners  Have  Determined  That  Scab- 
bing Is  Dangerous  to  Your  Health.”  That  sign 
was  imitated  seven  years  later  by  striking 
Phelps  Dodge  copper  miners  who  had  seen 
his  photo  in  our  paper. 

His  photos  made  our  polemics  tangible.  He 
was  particularly  proud  of  a picture  he  look  in 
1978.  The  head  of  the  Stalinist  Spanish  Com- 
munist Party,  visiting  the  U.S..  crossed  a union 
picket  line.  We  had  alerted  the  union,  and  they 
had  pickets  waiting.  Cory  got  it  on  film. 

He  was  there  for  our  victories,  taking  the 
pictures  of  our  demonstrations  which  stopped 
the  fascist  Klan  and  Nazis  in  their  tracks,  pow- 
erfully documenting  those  victories  and  ena- 
bling us  to  propagandize  and  publicize  them. 

He  had  some  of  the  qualities  of  a combat 
photographer:  his  personal  safety  was  not 
foremost  in  his  considerations.  He  had  a 
knack  for  being  in  the  right  place  at  the  right 
time  to  get  the  one  picture  that  evocatively 
captured  the  situation,  illustrated  our  politics 
or  demonstrated  the  crassness  of  our  opportu- 
nist opponents. 

Cory  understood  that  technical  skillfulness  is  neces- 
sary. like  a motor  powering  a car.  which,  in  turn,  must  be 
steered  by  political  purpose.  He  had  none  of  the  preten- 
tious, petty-bourgeois  dichotomy  between  doer  and 
thinker,  manual  and  mental. 

In  1982,  we  showed  the  film  Revolution  or  Death  at 
an  East  Village  theater  to  build  support  for  leftist  rebels 
fighting  the  U.S. -backed  dictatorship  in  El  Salvador.  We 
needed  a big  movie  poster  real  fast.  Cory  created  it. 
turning  his  loft  into  a giant  darkroom  by  covering  the 
windows  with  trash  can  liners  and  then  enlarging  the 
negative  onto  a great  piece  of  photo  paper  mounted  on 
the  opposite  wall. 

To  aid  our  photographers,  he  wrote  a manual.  Political 
Photo  Journalism.  In  it  he  wrote: 

Beyond  the  premise  that  our  publications’  appearance 
should  correspond  to  our  tendency’s  serious  and  profes- 
sional political  approach,  the  old  cliche  is  true:  one  pic- 
ture can  be  worth  a thousand  words.... 

Why  are  we  making  this  revolution?  How  are  we  mak- 
ing this  revolution?  Those  are  the  questions  your  photos 
must  answer.” 

His  efforts  to  educate  others  were  tireless.  Citibank 
has  this  advertising  slogan.  “The  Citi  never  sleeps.”  Their 
claim  is  dubious,  but  Cory  never  did.  He  spent  late  nights 
corresponding  with  our  photographers  in  the  field,  cri- 
tiquing their  contact  sheets,  making  suggestions  for  how 
a shot  could  have  been  done  differently,  what  to  do  in  the 
future. 

He  visited  other  SL/U.S.  locals  and  ICL  sections 
when  he  could,  always  training  our  less  experienced  pho- 
tographers. When  our  field  photographers  visited  New 
York,  or  at  national  gatherings  where  he  knew  he  would 
encounter  them.  Cory  organized  photography  workshops 
and  get-togethers.  His  patience  never  ran  out. 

It  is  true,  he  could  thoroughly  inundate  you  with  a 
mass  of  technical  detail.  But  he  was  nof  a technical  snob. 
There  was  no  skill  he  did  not  want  to  learn.  Although  he 
had  been  in  the  WV  composition  department  for  24  years, 
when  the  proposal  came  up  for  Cory  to  switch  to  the 
circulation  department,  he  was  eager  to  try  a new  and 
different  assignment. 


Family,  friends,  co-workers  and  comrades 
of  Cory  Pearson  joined  with  his  comrade  and 
wife  Ellen  at  the  AF.SCME  District  Council 
1737  hall  in  New  York  on  November  16  to  cel- 
ebrate Cory’s  life  and  commemorate  his  death. 

A committed  communist  and  member  of  our 
movement  for  29  years,  Cory  died  on  October 
16  following  a heart  attack.  He  was  54. 

A display  in  the  hall  gave  a sense  of  Cory’s 
remarkable  talents,  featuring  a selection  of 
the  many,  many  photos  he  had  taken  as  chief 
photographer  for  Workers  Vanguard  and  in 
pursuit  of  his  many  other  interests.  Atten- 
dance by  fellow  phone  workers  and  members 
of  the  Communications  Workers  of  America 
(CWA)  spoke  to  the  impact  Cory  had  on  all 
who  knew  him — and  that  included  many  com- 
rades throughout  the  International  Communist 
League,  even  though  Cory  was  based  in  New 
York  City  all  his  years  as  a member.  Comrades 
in  Berlin  honored  Cory  with  a wreath  at  the 
Treptow  Park  monument  for  the  Soviet  sol- 
diers who  liberated  the  city  from  the  Nazis;  in 
Tokyo,  comrades  will  similarly  honor  Cory  at 
the  graves  of  Richard  Sorge  and  Ozaki  Hot- 
sumi.  heroic  defenders  of  the  October  Revolu- 
tion who  were  executed  in  1944. 

We  publish  below  excerpts  from  remarks  to 
the  memorial  gathering  by  comrades  Bruce 
Mishkin  and  George  Foster  and  by  Cory’s  sis- 
ter. Connie  Pearson  Duquette.  Among  other 
speakers  was  Irene  Granovsky,  who  worked 
closely  with  Cory  during  his  five  years  in  the 
WV  circulation  department. 

Bruce  Mishkin:  Shocked  expressions  of  sor- 
row at  Cory’s  death  have  come  from  cities 
around  the  world,  from  New  York  to  Tokyo, 
the  Midwest  to  Australia.  Cory  touched  a lot 
of  people.  For  many  of  us.  Cory  was  perhaps 
the  nicest  man  we’d  ever  met.  He  moved  many 
with  his  generosity,  his  diligence,  his  charac- 
teristic infectious  enthusiasm,  and  his  devo- 
tion to  the  ICL  and  to  the  comrades  who  comprise  it. 

Growing  up  in  the  South  concurrently  with  the  civil 
rights  movement,  Cory  developed  a revulsion  against 
racism  and  all  the  forms  of  bigotry  that  he  encountered. 
His  distaste  for  conventionality  combined  with  a lifelong 
interest  in  the  history  of  black  struggle.  It’s  not  acciden- 
tal that  year  in  and  year  out  Cory  was  pan  of  our  South- 
ern Tour  each  Workers  Vanguard  subscription  drive. 

He  said  he  entered  political  awareness  on  the  right 
wing  of  the  American  spectrum,  but  that  didn’t  last  long, 
as  he  always  sided  with  black  people  in  battles  against 
their  oppression.  As  an  engineering  student  at  Cornell 
University,  he  was  affected  by  the  militant  black  student 
occupation  in  1968.  It  was  there,  during  the  height  of 
the  Vietnam  War,  that  he  was  won  to  radical  politics. 

While  there,  he  was  a DJ  at  the  campus  radio  station 
and  developed  what  would  become  a lifelong  interest 
in  music,  recording  and  electronics.  Later,  he  worked  in 
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a sound  studio  in  Washington.  D.C. 

While  living  in  Washington,  he  was  won  to  Trotskyism 
as  the  program  and  ideology  for  realizing  his  radical 
ideals.  He  moved  to  New  York  to  be  active  in  the  Sparta- 
cist  League’s  youth  organization,  then  called  the  Revo- 
lutionary Communist  Youth.  Although  during  the  course 
of  his  life  the  bulk  of  his  political  responsibilities  were 
elsewhere  than  the  youth  organization,  he  was  always 
keenly  interested  in  our  younger  members,  frequently 
hosting  them  in  his  loft  and  offering  his  loft  for  youth 
parties  and  social  gatherings. 

A few  years  after  moving  to  New  York,  he  became  a 
phone  worker  and  was  a member  of  CWA  locals  1150 
and  1101  for  over  20  years.  Pictures  of  him  on  picket 
lines  during  phone  strikes  are  in  the  displays  out  there. 
He  became  an  adept  and  capable  phone  technician. 

The  bulk  of  his  life  as  a party  member  was  bound  up 
with  our  press,  in  one  capacity  or  another.  Whatever  he 
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Cory  and  Ellen, 
his  comrade  and 
wife  of  20  years, 
at  their  wedding. 
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WORKERS  vanguard 


After  seeing  Cory’s 
1977  photo  of  striking 
Stearns.  Kentucky  miners 
(left)  in  Workers  Vanguard, 
Arizona  Phelps  Dodge 
copper  miners  copied 
slogan  for  their  own 
1984  strike  (photo 
taken  by  another  WV 
photographer). 


iC- 

COPPER  STRIKERS 
HAVE  determined 


“Remember 
that  you  are 
documenting 
the  revolution.” 
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Cory’s  photos 
exemplified  the 
fundamentals 
presented  in  the 
photo  journalism 
handbook  he  wrote. 
Above  right:  Local 
1199  NYC  hospital 
workers  rally,  1995; 
right:  PDC-initiated 
united-front 
mobilization 
against  the  Klan 
in  Springfield, 
Illinois.  1994. 


The  bulk  of  my  years  in  Workers  Vanguard  are  inter- 
woven with  memories  of  Cory:  helping  him  develop 
prints  under  the  eerie  red  lights  in  his  darkroom;  con- 
sulting before  a demonstration  on  where  the  best  shots 
were  likely  to  come  from;  wailing  with  anticipation  for 
him  to  arrive  from  his  darkroom,  rain-soaked  but  wear- 
ing sandals,  carrying  the  prints  still  damp  from  the 
chemical  baths  in  his  well-protected  blotter  book. 

Cory’s  energy  was  unstoppable.  But  it  tended  to  he  dif- 
fuse. divided  among  a half  dozen  subjects  he  felt  impor- 
tant. all  simultaneously.  This  was  his  weakness.  Cory’s 
energy  required  focusing.  He  needed  the  party  for  pri- 
oritizing, for  direction.  Being  part  of  a disciplined  collec- 
tive enabled  him  to  harness  his  boundless  energy  in  order 
to  make  an  effective  contribution. 

He  was  compulsively  political.  He  was  always  on  the 
lookout  for  ways  to  increase  our  effectiveness.  He  sup- 
plied a constant  stream  of  lislserv  and  Web  printouts  to 
responsible  comrades  on  anything  he  came  across  which 
he  thought  might  help  them.  They  came  to  rely  on  this 
information. 

What  an  amazing  range  of  interests  were  packed  into 
his  meager  spare  lime!  He  was  knowledgeable  in  all  of 
them,  and  delighted  to  discuss  them  with  anyone  he 


could;  jazz  (he  also  collected  country,  blues,  and  was 
interested  in  anything  avant-garde),  an.  nature  photogra- 
phy. There  were  many  more.  But,  as  WV  (No.  790. 
1 November)  observed,  his  concern  for  his  comrades  had 
first  claim  on  what  time  and  energy  he  had  aside  from 
his  assignments.  He  ran  our  concessions  operation  in 
Comp,  and  later  in  Circ.  To  what  WV  said.  I would  only 
add  that  when  Cory  ran  concessions  it  was  always  well 
slocked.  He  spent  many  hours  taping  movies,  especially 
those  of  political  and  historic  interest,  for  the  informal 
video  lending  library  he  organized  for  comrades’  use. 

For  Cory,  commitment  to  the  parly  was  inseparable 
from  commitment  to  the  people  who  made  up  the  party. 
In  this  regard,  so  many  remember  Cory  and  Ellen’s  gen- 
erosity in  sharing  their  loft  with  comrades  who  needed  a 
place  to  stay.  Weddings  look  place  there — and  some- 
times people  found  themselves  there  when  the  marriage 
didn’t  work  out.  And  then  there  were  all  the  people  who 
were  pul  up  there  while  visiting  town. 

Speaking  of  his  interactions  with  our  young  com- 
rades. the  Chicago  local  wrote  to  Ellen:  “Cory  has  had 
an  impact  on  virtually  all  the  youth  in  Chicago.  We 
doubt  that  we  are  unique  in  this.” 

Cory,  we  will  continue  to  train  our  young  comrades. 


as  you  did.  But  how  does  one  educate  enthusiasm?  How 
does  one  encapsulate  inspiration?  What  is  the  formula 
for  passion?  These  are  things  people  find  within  them- 
selves when  inspired  by  others.  We  are  thankful  for 
those  qualities,  which  Cory  had  in  such  abundance  and 
shared  so  freely. 

Connie  Pearson  Duquette:  Cory  was  one  of  five  chil- 
dren initially.  We  then  had  stepbrothers  and  stepsisters 
added  in.  Although  they  were  all  adult  by  the  time,  we 
liked  to  include  them  just  because  it  shocked  people  to 
say  there  were  nine  of  us! 

As  a big  brother,  he  was  very  protective  and  very  kind. 
He  was  very  patient.  He  was  funny.  When  he  was  in  high 
school,  he  ran  for  a lot  of  offices  and — 1 told  this  earlier 
in  church — he  never  made  signs  that  said.  “Vote  for 
Cory.”  He  would  go  to  the  grocery  store — I don’t  know 
where  he  got  this  idea — and  he  brought  signs  like, 
“Grapes  Are  Good.  Buy  a Bunch."  And  he'd  X out  the 
“grapes"  and  write  in  “Cory” — “Cory  Is  Good,  Vote  for 
Cory!" 

People  always  used  to  say  he  was  so  quiet.  He  wasn't 
at  all.  He  was  a very  good  partyer.  When  he  went  to  work 

continued  on  page  fi 
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Cory  Pearson... 

(contimu'd  from  page  7) 


in  recording,  he  was  so  excited,  and  working  with  the 
Isley  Brothers  there  was  the  biggest  thrill  he'd  had.  He 
look  me  to  my  first  Rolling  Stones  concert — when  they 
were  still  in  the  grubby  stage — and  somehow,  even 
though  he  was  only  in  college  and  had  a college  press 
pass  from  Cornell,  he  got  on  stage.  And  I was  thinking, 
he  is  standing  like  right  next  to  Mick  Jagger! 

When  he  went  to  Cornell,  he  did  get  much  more 
involved  in  politics.  He  introduced  me  to  the  antiwar 
protests.  And  my  mother,  bles.s  her  heart,  was  very  under- 
standing about  having  30  to  40  college  kids  de.scend  on 
her  home.  When  I began  flying  |as  a flight  attendant).  I'd 
never  been  in  a union  and  to  my  knowledge  I didn’t  know 
anyone  in  a union,  and  Cory  was  always  there  for  me 
when  I was  on  strike  for  three  years.  He  came  out  and 
supported  our  strike.  He  had  me  come  and  speak. 

One  of  the  happiest  limes  in  our  family  was  when  he 
said  he  was  going  to  marry  Ellen;  my  mother  was  just 
over  the  moon!  We  all  were.  And  they  had  a great  wed- 
ding at  our  house.  Ellen  forgot  her  bouquet.  My  brother 
Bill  had  to  go  mincing  down  the  aisle  and  come  back 
and  get  it. 

Anyway.  1 know  that  you  all  will  miss  him  as  a friend 
and  as  a comrade.  But  we  will  miss  him  most  of  all  as 
a brother.  And  having  all  of  you  here  who  loved  Cory 
means  a lot  to  us. 


New  York,  August  1969:  Cory  with  co-workers  on 
eWA  picket  line. 


George  Foster:  I was  very  grateful  for  Cory's  sister 
speaking  to  us  about  his  life,  because  it  captures  another 
dimension  of  a man  who.  when  I think  about  him.  I 
think  of  humanism. 

Cory  came  to  political  consciousness,  as  Bruce  said, 
in  the  late  '60s.  It  was  in  the  period  of  the  civil  rights 
movement,  the  Vietnam  War,  the  black  rebellions  that 
swept  the  country,  the  then-recent  Cuban  Revolution 
and  the  great  French  general  strike  of  '68.  Those  events 
impelled  Cory  to  our  organization.  He  didn’t  simply 
want  to  protest  the  worst  excesses  of  the  brutal  racist 
system  of  capitalist  exploitation  and  imperialist  wars. 
He  decided  to  dedicate  his  life  to  trying  to  abolish  it. 

It  should  be  said  that  in  a party  with  mqre  than  its 
share  of  opinionated  characters  and  iconoclastic  rebels, 
Cory  stood  out  as  a free  spirit  with  boundless  energy 
and  enthusiasm.  And  in  his  own  way  he  embodied  the 
kinds  of  contradictions  that  made  him  a truly  interesting 
personality.  He  was.  for  example,  simultaneously  fi.s- 
cally  as  frugal  as  any  caricature  of  a Calvinist  and  very 
warm  and  generous  with  all  those  around  him. 

Comrades  have  mentioned  Cory’s  justly  famous  pic- 
ture of  the  Stearns  miners  picket  line.  Needless  to  say, 
Cory  was  at  one  with  them  on  that  subject.  In  his  own 
union,  the  Communications  Workers  of  America,  he  had 
no  truck  with  the  “two-gate”  system  that  the  union 
bureaucracy  had  foisted  on  the  strikers,  whereby  some 
phone  workers  go  on  strike  but  others  working  for  a dif- 
ferent company  continue  to  work  In  the  same  struck 
building.  Cory  knew  this  was  wrong  and  stuck  to  his 
guns  on  this  issue,  which  he  rightly  saw  as  undermining 
the  elementary  principle  of  labor  solidarity. 

Comrades  spoke  of  Cory’s  role  in  producing  and  cir- 


culating WV.  I wanted  to  add  that  he  was  enormously 
proficient  technically.  Any  job  he  did  for  the  party,  he 
did  it  right  and  sometimes  so  smoothly  that  I think  it 
was  underappreciated.  This  certainly  extended  to  his 
work  as  a phone  worker.  Cory  played  a very  big  role  in 
installing  and  bringing  on  line  a major  Internet  network 
in  Lower  Manhattan.  And  he  wrote  a very  impressive 
technical  manual  for  his  fellow  communication  workers 
charged  with  troubleshooting  and  maintaining  that  net- 
work. As  a party  that  genuinely  aspires  to  the  end  of 
capitalism  and  the  rule  of  the  working  class,  we  value 
such  skills  very  highly. 

When  Cory  joined  the  Spartacist  League,  he  did  so 
because  he  knew  that  capitalism  could  not  be  reformed, 
that  it  had  to  be  abolished  as  a system.  He  understood 
that  the  working  class  could  not  rely  on  the  old  state 
apparatus  of  the  capitalists,  which  in  fact  is  nothing 
more  than  a tool  for  the  capitalists  to  protect  their  own 
rule.  He  understood  that  for  capitalism  to  be  abolished  as 
a system,  the  workers  needed  a new  kind  of  state — their 
own  state — and  that  the  abolition  of  capitalism  required 
the  organization  of  the  entire  people  to  democratically 
administer  the  means  of  production  through  workers 
councils.  And  to  get  that  workers  government,  he  knew 
that  workers  needed  a political  party  to  educate  them  to 
that  task  and  lead  them  to  accomplish  it. 

Cory  was  in  many  ways  the  embodiment,  and  also  the 
proof  that  such  a thing  can  be  done.  That’s  why  we  value 
his  competence,  because  he  was  one  of  what  will  be  hun- 
dreds and  thousands  of  workers  who  will  administer  a 
new  society — a society  in  which  there  will  no  longer  be 
the  exploitation,  the  brutality,  the  misery  and  the  wars. 
That  is  the  cause  to  which  Cory  dedicated  his  life.H 


Cory’s  wide  range  of  interests  are  reflected  in  his  photo  portrait  of 
Miles  Davis  and  his  exquisite  nature  photography. 


Transit... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

the  Local  100  leadership,  George  Jen- 
nings and  Michael  Curran,  are  campaign- 
ing to  split  the  union.  According  to  the 
Chief-Leader  (22  November).  Hall.  Jen- 
nings and  Curran  are  moving  to  charter 
a separate  local  for  the  1,500  private 
bus  lines  workers,  with  a membership 
vole  on  the  split  scheduled  for  Decem- 
ber 4.  Transit  workers  must  reject  this 
despicable  maneuver,  which  threatens  to 
unravel  this  industrial  union,  which  was 
forged  through  decades  of  bloody  strug- 
gle beginning  in  the  1930s. 

The  treacherous  actions  of  the  rival 
wings  of  the  TWU  bureaucracy  feed  right 
into  the  MTA’s  union-busting  plan  to  split 
the  local  into  separate  subway  and  bus 
bargaining  units,  This  is  part  of  a pro- 
posal by  Bloomberg  for  a "Regional  Bus 
Company.”  which  would  bring  the  private 
lines  under  the  MTA  and  saddle  pri- 
vate lines  workers  with  the  Taylor  Law. 
Underlining  the  felt  need  for  workers’ 
unity  against  the  MTA.  one  member  of 
the  Amalgamated  Transit  Union  (ATU). 
which  organizes  some  NYC  transit  work- 
ers. carried  a sign  at  the  October  30  TWU 
rally  urging  that  ATU  Local  1056  and 
TWU  Local  100  stand  “side  by  side.” 
What  is  needed  is  one  industrial  union  of 
all  NYC  transit  workers,  one  expiration 
date  for  all  contracts  and  full  parity  in 
wages  and  benefits  at  the  highest  levels! 
Labor  must  smash  the  Taylor  Law! 


Two  years  ago.  many  workers  who 
voted  for  Toussainl  and  his  New  Direc- 
tions (ND)  slate  perceived  him  to  be  some 
kind  of  militant  alternative  to  the  dis- 
credited Hall  “old  guard”  and  then  Local 
100  president  Willie  James.  A gaggle  of 
avowed  leftists  inside  New  Directions 
acted  as  water  boys  for  Toussainl.  only 
to  be  sidelined  and  purged  by  him  once 
he  came  to  power.  Now,  some  of  these 
opportunist  has-beens  have  regrouped 
around  an  opposition  newsletter  called 
Rank  and  File  Advocate.  Also  tailing 
behind  Toussainl  at  the  time  of  the  elec- 
tion was  the  so-called  Revolutionary 
Transit  Worker  supported  by  the  League 
for  the  Revolutionary  Party,  which  urged 
a “criticar  vole  for  him  based  on  nothing 
more  than  his  empty  rhetoric.  We  head- 
lined our  article  at  the  lime  “Sellouts. 
Traitors.  Finks:  No  Choice  in  TWU  Local 
100  Elections”  (WV  No.  746.  17  Novem- 
ber 2000).  And  we  warned: 

“ND's  stock  in  trade  is  using  the  courts 
and  other  government  agencies  as  a club 
against  its  rivals,  which  serves  only  to 
further  shackle  the  power  of  the  union 
and  place  it  under  the  thumb  of  the  capi- 
talist state.  Such  appeals  to  the  agencies 
of  the  capitalist  class  enemy  are  proof 
enough  why  ND.  despite  its  occasional 
‘militant’  posture  and  talk  of  ‘democ- 
racy.’ offers  no  alternative  to  James  and 
Melendez.  Government  hands  off  TWU 
Local  100!  Labor  must  clean  Us  own 
house!" 

What  transit  workers  need  is  a class- 
struggle  leadership  that  fights  for  the 
complete  and  unconditional  independ- 
ence of  the  union  from  the  capitalist  slate 


and  its  politicians.  Such  a leadership  must 
be  forged  based  on  the  understanding  that 
the  Interests  of  capital  and  labor  are  irrec- 
oncilably counierposed,  and  that  the  enor- 
mous social  power  of  New  York  City’s 
transit  workers  must  be  mobilized  on 
behalf  of  all  working  people  and  the 
oppressed.  There  must  be  a struggle  to 


break  the  political  chains  forged  by  the 
trade-union  tops  to  the  capitalist  Demo- 
cratic Party  and  to  build  a workers  party 
committed  to  the  fight  for  a workers  gov- 
ernment. When  the  working  people  rule, 
transport  and  industry  will  be  ripped  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  greedy  capitalists  and 
put  in  the  service  of  society  as  a whole.  ■ 
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Firefighters... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

union-haling  Sun  calls  the  FBU  “Saddam 
stooges’*  while  Defence  Secretary  Geoff 
Hoon  implies  that  further  union  strikes 
would  hinder  the  planned  military  inva- 
sion of  Iraq.  Union  leaders  who  buy  into 
or  capitulate  to  the  government’s  war 
drive  undermine  the  ability  to  wage  class 
struggle  at  home.  To  wage  imperialist 
war  abroad,  the  bourgeoisie  needs  “class 
peace’’  at  home.  The  events  of  last  week 
made  it  crystal-clear  that  the  working 
people  and  the  semicolonial  masses  of 
Iraq  have  a common  enemy  in  the  war- 
cra/ed  gangs  in  the  While  House  and 
No.  10  Downing  Street  and  the  capitalist 
classes  they  represent.  Imperialist  war 
and  union-busting  at  home  are  flip  sides 
of  the  same  coin;  the  capitalist  system  is 
predicated  on  the  exploitation  of  labour, 
and  driven  towards  war  in  competition 
over  spheres  of  trade  and  exploitation. 
We  call  for  defence  of  Iraq  against 
U.S./British  military  attack,  without  giv- 
ing an  iota  of  political  support  to  Sad- 
dam Hussein. 

Blair  & Co.  accuse  the  firefighters,  who 
daily  risk  their  lives  to  save  others,  of 
undermining  public  safety.  These  hypo- 
crites want  to  blame  the  workers  for 
the  results  of  their  own  wage  slashing 
and  social  spending  cutbacks.  Everyone 
knows  the  privatised  railways  are  death 
traps,  and  Blair  wants  to  do  the  same  with 
the  London  Tube.  The  RMT  is  already 
balloting  for  a strike  as  Tube  workers 
have  been  threatened  with  discipline  for 
rightly  refusing  to  drive  trains  without 
fire  cover.  The  transport,  rail,  construc- 
tion and  other  unions  must  set  up  union 
safety  committees,  with  the  power  to  shut 
down  unsafe  operations.  RMT  leader  Bob 
Crow  should  get  off  the  Transport  for 
London  management  board!  This  is  an 
instrument  of  class  collaboration  that 
undermines  the  ability  of  the  unign  to 
defend  its  own  interests. 

In  Islington,  North  London,  members 
of  Day-Mer,  the  Kurdi.sh-Turkish  Solidar- 
ity organisation,  brought  sweets  and  food 
to  picketing  firefighters.  During  the  1984- 
85  miners  strike,  the  black,  Asian  and 
other  minority  communities  were  among 
the  staunchest  supporters  of  the  NUM 
(National  Union  of  Mineworkersj  as  it 
courageously  battled  the  scabs  and  strike- 
breaking cops.  Unlike  the  rank-and- 
file  soldiers,  the  cops  are  simply  racist, 
anti-union  mercenaries.  Anyone  who 
says  otherwise — groups  like  the  Socialist 
Workers  Party  (SWP)  or  Socialist  Party 
(SP).  who  preach  that  the  police  are 
“workers  in  uniform”  or  who  support  cop 
strikes — are  lying!  Blacks.  Asians  and 
Irish  Republicans  have  experienced  first- 
hand the  brunt  of  state  and  racist  cop 
persecution.  Down  with  Blair’s  “war  on 
terror”!  The  ultimate  target  of  this  whole- 
sale assault  on  civil  liberties,  which  sin- 
gles out  South  Asians  and  Muslims  for 
racist  victimisation,  are  the  unions — they 
are  the  real  “enemy  within”  in  the  eyes  of 
the  bourgeoisie.  The  workers  movement 
must  be  mobilised  to  defend  the  rights  of 
immigrants  and  asylum  seekers.  For  full 
citizenship  rights  for  all  immigrants! 
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Camera  Press 

British  auto  workers  protest  Labour  government  wage  controls  in  1977.  Labour's 
attacks  provoked  wave  of  strikes,  including  last  national  firefighters  strike. 


Blair  arrogantly  sneers  that  if  firefight- 
ers gel  their  40  percent  claim,  other  pub- 
lic sector  workers  would  want  the  same. 
The  government  wants  to  designate  fire- 
fighters as  "professional.”  not  manual 
workers,  in  order  to  justify  giving  even 
less  to  manual  and  council  workers,  as  if 
these  workers  don’t  also  deserve  a living 
wage.  To  even  begin  to  approach  what 
is  necessary,  council  workers  and  other 
public  sector  employees  should  have 
their  wages  doubled!  After  decades  of 
capitalist  decline,  Britain  is  notorious  as 
a centre  for  exploitation  of  low-wage 
labour.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  council 
workers  currently  make  less  than  £5  an 
hour,  with  two-thirds  of  council  workers 
earning  less  than  £13.000  per  year. 
Women  and  immigrants  earn  even  le.ss. 
This  points  to  the  urgent  need  for  council 
and  other  workers  to  link  up  in  struggle 
with  the  FBU. 

In  the  Short  Strand  area  of  Belfast, 
Catholic  and  Protestant  youth  set  aside 
sectarian  chanting  to  compete  in  applaud- 
ing the  striking  firefighters.  This  demon- 
strates again  that  proletarian  struggle  can 
transcend  this  deeply  rooted  communal- 
ism.  We  fight  for  revolutionary  unity  of 
the  struggles  of  British  and  Irish  workers! 
For  immediate  unconditional  withdrawal 
of  British  troops  from  Northern  Ireland! 
And  outside  the  British  Isles  the  FBU 
strike  has  struck  a chord  as  well.  French 
rail  workers  promised  industrial  solidar- 
ity. The  Uniformed  Firefighters’  Associa- 
tion in  New  York,  hundreds  of  whose 
members  lost  their  lives  in  heroic  rescue 
efforts  after  the  criminal  bombing  of  the 
World  Trade  Center  and  which  now  faces 
layoffs,  says  it  will  send  pickets  to  Wales. 

Blair  has  never  hidden  his  desire  to 
break  New  Labour  from  dependence  on 
the  unions,  refashioning  it  on  the  lines  of 
the  capitalist  Democratic  Party  in  the 
U.S.  But  union  leaders  like  Andy  Gil- 
christ. echoed  by  fake  socialists  like  the 
SWP.  have  argued  to  retain  the  union  link 
to  New  Labour.  Blair’s  threat  to  use  the 
mailed  fist  of  army/police  strikebreaking 
ought  to  make  crystal-clear  the  futility  of 
pressuring  New  Labour.  Others  like  the 
SP  have  condemned  New  Labour  for 
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breaking  with  its  “socialist  past,”  which 
is  fictitious,  and  call  for  a new  union- 
based  party  modelled  on  “Old  Labour.” 
Yet  it  was  Old  Labour  that  called  out 
the  army  during  the  last  firefighters  strike 
in  order  to  enforce  the  “social  contract,” 
i.e.,  wage  cuts.  The  same  government 
of  Wilson/Callaghan  implemented  racist 
“virginity  tests”  for  immigrant  Asian 
women  at  Heathrow  airport.  Neil  Kin- 


interests.  from  defence  of  workers  and 
minorities  at  home  to  anti-imperialist  sol- 
idarity with  our  class  brothers  and  sisters 
overseas. 

The  trade  unions  must  be  built  on  the 
broadest  possible  industrial  basis  to  max- 
imise the  unity  of  the  working  class 
against  the  capitalist  exploiters.  At  the 
same  time,  we  fight  to  forge  a multi- 
ethnic communist  vanguard  party  whose 
purpose  is  to  sharpen  the  differences 
between  competing  political  tendencies 
in  order  to  raise  the  consciousness  of  the 
working  masses.  A "party  of  the  whole 
class”  based  on  bloc  affiliation  of  the 
unions  is  antithetical  to  this  end.  In  con- 
tra.st,  we  seek  to  assemble  the  most  ad- 
vanced workers  and  revolutionary  youth 
in  a Leninist  party  whose  purpose  is  to 
lead  the  workers  to  state  power. 

The  British  bourgeoisie  and  their 
Labour  Party  lieutenants  have  run  this 
country’s  manufacturing  base  into  the 
ground,  destroying  the  livelihoods  of  mil- 
lions. Entire  swathes  of  the  population  in 
Wales.  Scotland,  the  north  of  England 
and  elsewhere  are  condemned  to  perma- 
nent unemployment.  The  shutting  down 
of  the  mills  in  places  like  Oldham  and 
Burnley  has  devastated  these  areas  and 
turned  them  into  spawning  grounds  for 
fa.scist  filth.  It  is  possible  to  undertake 
a renewal  of  economic  life  and  vastly 
increase  the  presently  pathetic  quality 
of  life  for  British  working  people,  but 
not  within  the  framework  of  capitalism. 
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Labour  government  means 
racism,  union-bashing  and  w 

For  a multiethnic 
revolutionary  workers  pari^ 


London, 
September  28: 
Spartacist 
League/Britain 
marches  in 
400,000-strong 
demonstration 
against 
U.S./British 
war  moves. 
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nock  and  the  TUC  tops  knifed  the  miners 
strike  in  1984-85,  handing  Thatcher  her 
greatest  victory,  and  ultimately  paving  the 
way  for  Blair.  And  the  Labour  Party  has 
pursued  the  interests  of  British  imperial- 
ism abroad,  supporting  both  interimperi- 
alist world  wars  and  the  Korean  War. 
Labour  governments  carried  out  bloody 
colonial  policies  in  India  and  the  Near 
East,  murdered  workers  and  peasants  in 
Malaysia  and  Greece  in  counterrevolu- 
tionary wars  after  WWIl,  and  sent  troops 
to  Northern  Ireland  in  1969.  We  need 
a party  which  i.s  not  only  based  on 
the  working  class  but  which  represents 
the  working  class’s  fundamental  class 


What’s  needed  is  not  the  “Old  Labour” 
programme  of  piecemeal  nationalisations 
that  have  only  enriched  the  bankers  and 
bosses  but  the  expropriation  of  the  entire 
capitalist  class  through  socialist  revo- 
lution and  the  establishment  of  a work- 
ers government — one  based  on  workers 
councils,  not  the  capitalists’  Parliament. 
Such  a government  would  set  about  reviv- 
ing economic  life  through  a collectivised 
economy,  including  a couple  of  ambi- 
tious five-year  industrialisation  plans,  and 
would  fight  fur  a .socialist  united  states 
of  Europe  on  the  way  to  a world  social- 
ist order. 

Victory  to  the  firefighters  strike!* 
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Elections... 

(continued  from  page  /} 

Bush's  Homeland  Security  Act.  AFL- 
CIO  chief  John  Sweeney  complained 
that  the  Democrats  “needed  to  be  crystal 
clear  about  what  they  stand  for  on  issues 
of  importance  to  workers — ^jobs.  the 
economy,  health  care.”  Jesse  Jackson,  the 
party's  most  prominent  black  spokes- 
man. sermonized:  "Democrats  seemed  to 
forget  the  lesson  that  diversity  is  their 
strength.  Minority  voters  can't  be  inher- 
ited. They  have  to  be  informed  and  in- 
spired to  vote.” 

Sweeney  and  Jackson  want  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  to  resurrect  its  image  as  the 
friend  of  labor  and  black  people,  m order 
to  keep  the  working  people  fooled  that 
they  can  benefit  from  capitalism  as  long 
as  the  right  party  is  in  power.  It  is  this  lie 
that  has  long  been  used  to  shackle  work- 
ers and  minorities  and  divert  their  strug- 
gles into  the  dead  end  of  bourgeois  elec- 
toralism.  That  the  Democrats  did  not 
offer  even  a semblance  of  an  alternative 
to  the  party  of  Enron  reflects  the  fact 
that  no  matter  how  they  may  differ  in 
other  respects,  the  Democrats,  like  the 
Republicans,  defend  and  further  the 
interests  of  Wall  Street  bankers  and  For- 
tune 500  corporate  executives. 

The  union  bureaucracy,  itself  a key 
component  of  the  Democratic  Party,  pro- 
vides labor  cover  for  the  capitalist  politi- 
cians. misleading  the  workers  into  think- 
ing they  can  win  at  the  ballot  box.  But  as 
we  wrote  after  Bush  imposed  an  anti- 
union Taft-Hartley  injunction  amid  a 
lockout  of  the  West  Coast  Interna- 
tional Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union 
(ILWU);  "In  the  voting  booth.  10.000 
ILWU  longshoremen  have  no  more 
power  than  any  other  10.000  voters.  But 
as  workers  they  have  the  power  to  shut 
down  nearly  half  of  the  capitalist  econ- 
omy. However,  that  power  cannot  be 
mobilized  to  take  on  the  capitalists  rep- 
resented by  the  PMA  [shipping  bosses)  if 
the  union  is  out  rounding  up  votes  for  the 
capitalists  represented  by  the  Democratic 
Party”  ("Labor:  Defend  the  ILWU!”,  WV 
No.  789,  18  October). 

Only  days  after  the  elections,  the  Wall 
Street  Journal  (8  November)  crowed, 
"Republican  officials  are  beginning  to 
think  of  ways  the  new  GOP  control  of 
Congress  can  be  used  to  weaken  the 
International  Longshore  and  Warehouse 
Union,  say  people  close  to  the  GOP. 
Options  include  putting  the  union  in- 
volved in  the  dock  strike  under  the  Rail- 
way Labor  Act,  which  makes  federal 
intervention  in  a labor  dispute  easier,  or 
breaking  the  union  up  into  smaller 
pieces.” 

In  short  order.  Congress  passed  the 
Homeland  Security  Act  with  an  over- 
whelming bipartisan  majority.  Mandating 
a sweeping  escalation  of  government  spy- 
ing against  the  population,  the  act  also 
scraps  union  rights  and  civil  service  pro- 
tections for  government  employees  under 
the  new  Cabinet  department.  The  White 
House  also  announced  plans  to  transfer  as 
many  as  850,000  government  Jobs — 
nearly  half  the  federal  civilian  work- 
force— to  private  contractors.  Bush  has 
"declared  all-out  war  on  federal  employ- 
ees,” exclaimed  the  head  of  the  main  fed- 
eral government  employees  union.  Very 
true.  But  the  AFL-CIO  tops  have  stood 
foursquare  behind  Bush’s  "war  on  terror.” 

In  the  face  of  the  vicious  labor-haling 
gang  in  the  While  House,  trade  unionists 
rightly  fear  that  they  are  an  endangered 
species.  The  Bush  administration  is  a 
particularly  nasty  and  right-wing  variant 
of  bourgeois  "democracy.”  But  wage- 
cutting.  union-busting  and  racist  and 
anti-immigrant  repression  are  inherent  in 
the  capitalist  profit  system.  The  function 
of  the  capitalist  stale,  whether  in  its 
Republican  or  Democratic  face,  is  to 
enforce  the  dictates  of  capital  and  sup- 
press the  struggles  of  the  working  people. 

The  working  people  need  their  own 
class  party  to  fight  for  iheir  own  class 
rule,  a workers  government  that  expropri- 
ates the  bourgeoisie  and  organizes  pro- 
duction to  provide  for  the  needs  of  soci- 
ety as  a whole.  Such  a party  cannot  be 
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Auto  sit-down  strike, 
1937.  Mass  struggles 
of  1930s  posed  fight 
for  workers  party,  but 
labor  reformists  tied 
new  industrial  unions 
to  Democratic  Party. 
Roosevelt  with  AFL 
leader  William  Green, 
who  pledged  labor 
support  for  U.S. 
imperialism  in  World 
War  II. 


simply  proclaimed  from  above;  rather  it 
will  be  forged  in  the  crucible  of  convul- 
sive class  battles. 

The  contradictions  of  the  capitalist 
sy.siem  necessarily  generate  class  strug- 
gle. Just  look  at  Europe  today.  In  the  mid 
1980s,  the  British  working  class  was 
dealt  a devastating  blow  as  the  right- 
wing  Thatcher  government  smashed  a 
heroic  yearlong  strike  by  the  militant 
miners  union.  Now  an  equally  union- 
hating  Labour  government  is  confronted 
with  a major  upsurge  in  class  struggle, 
evoking  deep  sympathy  and  solidarity 
for  striking  firefighters  among  the  most 
downtrodden  and  oppressed  layers  of 
society.  In  France,  the  recently  elected 
right-wing  government  is  currently  fac- 
ing labor  struggle  on  several  fronts. 

In  U.S.  society,  too,  there  are  enor- 
mous discontents  at  the  base.  In  the 
absence  of  a working-class  fight,  desper- 
ation and  discontent  can  lead  to  all  kinds 
of  responses.  For  those  discontents  to  be 
channeled  into  an  effective  struggle 
against  the  ravages  of  recession,  deepen- 
ing repression  and  the  threat  of  imperial- 
ist war,  the  working  class  and  its  allies 
among  the  oppressed  must  be  mobilized 
independently  of  and  in  counlerposilion 
to  the  capitalist  class,  its  state  and  its 
political  parties. 

An  example  of  that  perspective  was 
seen  in  the  Bay  Area  on  February  9 in  a 
demonstration  in  defense  of  immigrants 
and  the  unions  against  the  government's 
"war  on  terror.'’  Drawing  on  the  social 
power  of  the  ILWU.  that  united-front 
protest  was  initiated  by  the  Partisan 
Defense  Committee  and  the  Labor  Black 
League  for  Social  Defense  (LBL).  Ad- 
dressing the  rally.  LBL  spokesman 
Adwoa  Oni  declared: 

“To  line  up  the  population  behind  their 
war-crazed  ambitions  abroad,  both  capi- 
talist parties,  the  twin  parties  of  capital, 
the  Democrats  and  Republicans,  are 
fanning  the  flames  of  patriotic  bigotry 
through  jingoistic  ‘united  we  stand’  anti- 
immigrant campaigns.  They  are  fostering 
the  false  notion  that  the  ruling  class  has 
common  interests  with  the  workers  even 
as  living  standards  plunge  and  the  ranks 
of  the  unemployed  grow.... 

"American  workers  must  rise  up  from 
their  knees,  fight  for  their  own  interests 
with  no  regard  to  the  interests  or  property 
rights  of  the  capitalist  exploiters.  The 
main  obstacle  to  such  independent  polit- 
ical action  by  the  working  class  is  polit- 
ical loyalty  to  the  Democratic  Party..., 
"The  Labor  Black  League  stands  for  the 
building  of  a revolutionary  workers  party 
that  champions  the  cause  of  all  the 
oppressed.  It  is  time  to  fight  or  starve!" 

U.S.  Imperialism 
Menaces  the  World 

The  current  political  climate,  domesti- 
cally and  internationally,  is  shaped  by  the 
defining  event  of  the  late  20lh  century: 
the  counterrevolutionary  destruction  of 
the  Soviet  degenerated  workers  stale  in 
1991-92.  We  Trotskyists  fought  tooth  and 
nail  in  defense  of  the  Soviet  Union,  home- 
land of  the  October  Revolution,  against 
imperialism  and  capitalist  counterrevolu- 
tion. Despite  the  rule  of  a nationalist  Sta- 
linist bureaucracy,  the  Soviet  Union  was 
based  on  a planned,  collectivized  econ- 
omy. which  vastly  improved  conditions 
of  life  for  working  people  and  enabled  a 
once-backward  country  to  become  the 
world’s  second  strongest  military  power. 
In  eliminating  any  military  and  diplo- 
matic counterweight  to  U.S.  imperial- 


ism’s ambitions  for  world  domination, 
the  collapse  of  the  Soviet  Union  has  ush- 
ered in  a far  more  dangerous  world. 

Acknowledging  this,  leftist  intellectual 
Perry  Anderson  observed  in  the  New  Left 
Review  (September/Ociober  2002): 

“By  the  end  of  the  decade,  strategic  plan- 
ners in  Washington  had  every  reason  to  be 
satisfied  with  the  overall  balance  sheet  of 
the  nineties.  The  USSR  had  been  knocked 
out  of  the  ring.  Europe  and  Japan  kept  in 
check.  China  drawn  into  increasingly 
close  trade  relations,  the  UN  reduced  to 
tittle  mure  than  a permissions  office:  and 
all  this  accomplished  to  the  tune  of  the 
most  emollient  of  ideologies,  whose 
every  second  word  was  international 
understanding  and  democratic  goodwill." 

The  Bush  gang  has  dispensed  with  the 
"human  rights”  rhetoric  of  the  Clinton 
administration. 

The  heinous  attack  on  the  World  Trade 
Center  last  September  1 1 was  a godsend 
for  the  While  House,  allowing  it  to  rally 
the  population  against  “Islamic  terrorism” 
as  a substitute  for  the  Cold  War  nemesis 
of  "godless  Communism.”  Under  the 
rubric  of  the  "war  on  terror.”  the  Bush 
administration  has  pushed  through  a qual- 
itative assault  on  democratic  rights  and 
pursued  a course  of  unbridled  unilateral 
assertion  of  the  dominance  of  U.S.  impe- 
rialism. including  over  its  imperialist 
"allies.” 

Today,  it  is  mainly  the  Republican  right 
which  is  orchestrating  a war  against 
Iraq.  The  Republican  president  William 
McKinley  opened  America’s  age  of  impe- 
rialism with  the  war  against  Spain  in 
1898  to  seize  Cuba,  the  Philippines  and 
Puerto  Rico.  However.  Democratic  presi- 
dents conducted  almost  every  major  war 
over  the  last  century.  It  was  Harry  Truman 
who  A-bombed  the  Japanese  civilian  pop- 
ulations of  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki.  It 
was  also  Truman  who  in  the  name  of 
fighting  “world  Communism”  launched  a 
bloody  three-year  war  in  Korea  that  left 
three  million  Koreans  dead.  It  was  the  lib- 
eral Democratic  Kennedy/Johnson  White 
House  that  napalmed  villages  in  South 
Vietnam  and  carpet  bombed  North  Viet- 
nam. And  it  was  the  last  Democratic  pres- 
ident. Bill  Clinton,  who  launched  the 
U.S./NATO  air  war  which  devastated  Ser- 
bia. Clinton  continued  the  ongoing  bomb- 
ing of  Iraq  and  the  starvation  blockade 
which  has  killed  a million  and  a half  peo- 
ple through  malnutrition  and  disease. 

Social  Reforms  and 
Social  Struggle 

Left-liberals  argue  that  the  Democratic 
Party  should  again  take  up  the  mantle  of 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt’s  New  Deal.  In  this 
vein,  the  Green  Party’s  Ralph  Nader 
wrote  in  a 3 1 October  "Open  Letter  to  the 
Democratic  Party”:  "Franklin  Delano 
Roosevelt  and  the  Democrats  won  elec- 
tion after  election  by  conveying  one  singu- 
larly clear  impression — that  the  Republi- 
can Party  was  beholden  to  the  wealthy 
and  the  Democratic  Party  represented  the 
working  people.”  Paul  Wellslone.  one  of 
the  few  Democratic  Senators  to  claim  to 
stand  in  this  tradition,  has  undergone  a 
virtual  canonization  in  liberal  circles 
since  his  death.  But  reforms  like  Social 
Security  and  unemployment  insurance 
did  not  flow  from  the  largesse  of  FDR’s 
Democrats,  but  were  the  by-product  of 
class  struggle. 

Every  social  program  beneficial  to 
working  people,  every  democratic  reform 


benefiting  black  people  and  other  op- 
pressed groups  has  been  won  through 
mass  struggle,  not  electoral  politics.  The 
New  Deal  reforms  of  the  1930s  were 
granted  in  an  attempt  to  pul  a lid  on  the 
explosive  class  battles  of  the  lime,  espe- 
cially the  mass  unionization  drives — the 
sit-down  strikes,  the  pitched  battles  be- 
tween workers  and  cops — which  were 
often  led  by  Communists  or  other  leftists. 
The  federal  civil  rights  legislation  of  the 
mid  1960s  was  won  in  the  streets  of  Mont- 
gomery, Atlanta,  Greensboro  and  other 
Southern  cities  and  towns,  as  the  black 
masses  rose  up  against  the  racist  police 
state  under  which  they  lived.  Johnson’s 
"war  on  poverty”  was  a response  to  the 
ghetto  upheavals  that  swept  every  major 
city  from  New  York  to  L.A.  The  ending 
of  the  draft  and  the  Roe  v.  Wade  decision 
legalizing  abortion  were  a reaction  to  the 
social  turmoil  then  convulsing  the  coun- 
try in  opposition  to  the  Vietnam  War. 

The  class  struggles  and  political  radi- 
calization  of  the  1930s  generated  wide- 
spread support  among  workers  for  an 
independent  party  of  the  working  class. 
Yet  the  trade-union  tops,  the  Stalinist 
Communist  Party  and  the  social  demo- 
crats diverted  these  sentiments  back  into 
support  for  the  Democratic  Party  and  its 
New  Deal  coalition. 

In  the  1960s.  the  Dixiecrat-infesied 
Democratic  Party  was  widely  resented  by 
the  black  masses  and  reviled  as  the  party 
of  the  Vietnam  War  by  many  young  anti- 
war radicals.  Seeking  to  intersect  such 
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October  26,  Washington,  D.C.:  Jesse 
Jackson  was  keynote  speaker  at  anti- 
war protest.  Reformist  demo  organ- 
izers built  platform  for  Democrats. 

sentiments,  the  Spanacist  League  raised 
the  call  for  a Freedom  Labpr  Party  as 
an  expression  of  working-class  political 
independence  and  of  the  need  to  mobilize 
the  labor  movement  to  fight  for  black 
freedom.  But  the  official  leadership  of  the 
civil  rights  movement  under  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  remained  firmly  bound  to 
the  Democrats  and  the  capitalist  system 
and  led  the  black  struggle  into  a dead  end. 
particularly  when  it  moved  North  and 
tried  to  tackle  the  racial  discrimination  in 
housing,  jobs  and  education  which  is 
endemic  to  American  capitalism. 

Because  these  struggles  were  roped 
into  a bourgeoLs  electoral  framework, 
they  were  soon  demobilized  and  many 
of  their  activists  co-opted  into  the  Dem- 
ocratic Party.  And  because  reforms 
achieved  under  capitalism  are  necessarily 
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limitfd  and  reversible,  many  of  ihe  gains 
won  through  the  struggles  of  the  past 
have  been  attenuated  or  reversed  in  the 
absence  of  ongoing  struggle. 

The  conditions  of  black  workers  and 
the  ghetto  poor  are  in  many  ways  worse 
than  when  the  civil  rights  acts  were 
passed.  The  main  federal  welfare  pro- 
gram granted  in  the  1930s  was  abolished 
under  the  Clinton  presidency.  The  right 
10  vole  for  black  people  in  the  South,  a 
signal  achievement  of  the  civil  rights 
movement,  has  been  seriously  eroded, 
not  least  as  the  result  of  the  racist  “war 
on  drugs.”  which  has  led  to  one  in  seven 
black  men  losing  the  right  to  vote  due  to 
felony  convictions.  A third  of  all  young 
black  men  are  now  in  prison,  on  proba- 
tion or  on  parole.  Legalized  abortion  has 
faced  a growing  assault  and  in  practice 
has  been  ever  more  restricted  to  women 
of  financial  means.  And  U.S.  imperial- 
ism is  about  to  launch  one  of  its  biggest 
wars  since  Vietnam. 

In  a recent  spread  in  Socialist  Worker 
(8  November),  the  International  Socialist 
Organization  (ISO)  writes  that  the  re- 
forms of  the  1930s  and  '60s  were  won 
when  capitalist  politicians  “were  forced 
to  make  concessions,  or  face  a wider 
revolt"  and  declares  in  a headline.  “The 
‘Lesser  Evil’  Is  Still  an  Evil.”  Nonethe- 
less the  ISO  argues,  “Liberal  Democrats 
can  attract  welcome  attention  to  struggles 
when  they  participate  in  protests  and 
other  activities.”  With  the  aim  of  roping 
in  Democratic  Party  politicians,  the 
ISO  and  other  reformists  seek  to  ensure 
that  their  broad-based,  lowest-common- 
denominator  “movements”  are  sanitized 
of  anything  that  might  offend  the  liberals. 

The  same  Socialist  Worker  goes  on  to 
reassure  readers  that  “elections  do  mat- 
ter.” adding  that  "there  are  political  par- 
ties that  don't  represent  big  business," 
specifically  Ralph  Nader’s  Green  Parly. 
American  history  is  replete  with  exam- 
ples of  bourgeois  third  parties  promising 
reform — all  of  them  designed  to  channel 
social  protest  into  the  dead  end  of  bour- 
geois electoralism,  and  usually  back  into 
the  Democratic  Party.  The  Green  Party  is 
but  the  latest  example,  and  as  revealed  by 
Nader’s  “Open  Letter.”  its  primary  pur- 
pose is  to  act  as  a pressure  group  on  the 
Democratic  Party’s  liberal  wing. 

Clinton  Brutalized  Blacks, 
Weakened  Labor 

“Centrist”  Democratic  leaders,  in  re- 
sponse to  liberals  blaming  them  for  the 
recent  election  loss,  point  to  Clinton’s 
victories  in  1992  and  1996.  Clinton,  they 
argue,  appealed  to  “independent”  voters 
while  distancing  himself  from  the  party’s 
association  with  labor  and  blacks.  Did  he 
ever!  In  order  to  bolster  his  racist  “law 
and  order”  credentials,  during  the  1992 
campaign  Clinton,  then  governor  of 
Arkansas,  flew  back  to  Little  Rock  to  per- 
sonally oversee  the  execution  of  a brain- 
damaged black  man.  Ricky  Ray  Rector. 

But  the  key  to  Clinton’s  1992  victory 
was  the  abortion  issue,  the  only  substan- 
tial policy  difference  between  the  two 
parties.  With  the  Republicans,  dominated 
by  the  Christian  right,  making  the  ille- 
galization  of  abortion  a major  campaign 
issue.  Clinton  was  able  to  gain  the  votes 
of  many  women  who  would  otherwise 
have  voted  for  Bush  Sr.  or  not  voted  at 
all.  At  the  same  time,  Clinton  look  over 
much  of  the  Republican  program,  not- 
ably the  abolition  of  welfare. 

As  wc  wrote  after  the  Republicans 
gained  a majority  in  both  houses  in  the 
1994  elections: 

“The  Republican  sweep  puts  a seal 
on  years  of  bipartisan  social  reaction 
rolling  back  the  minimal  gains  of  the 
1960s  civil  rights  movement.  With  Clin- 
ton’s yuppie  racist  ‘New’  Democrats 
going  out  of  their  way  to  spit  on  the 
party’s  traditional  black  and  labor  con- 
stituencies. the  field  was  open  for  a rout 
by  the  more  openly  racist  Republican 
right." 

~WV  No.  611,  25  November 
1994 

The  economic  policies  of  the  Clinton 
administration,  working  in  close  collabo- 
ration with  Republican  Congressional 
leaders  like  Newt  Gingrich  and  Trent 
Lott,  further  weakened  the  labor  move- 
ment. Despite  a large  increase  in  the  total 
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labor  force  during  the  economic  boom  of 
the  1990s.  the  proportion  of  unionized 
workers  has  fallen  from  15.8  percent 
when  Clinton  took  office  to  13.5  percent 
in  2001.  All  of  the  militant  tactics  that 
built  the  big  industrial  unions  in  the 
1930s — mass  picketing,  plant  occupa- 
tions, secondary  strikes— have  long  since 
been  made  illegal. 

The  AFL-CIO  bureaucracy  hides  be- 
hind the  anti-labor  laws  to  explain  away 
the  steady  erosion  of  union  strength  over 
the  past  three  decades.  As  we  wrote  in 
"Labor’s  Gotta  Play  Hardball  to  Win” 
{WV  No.  349,  2 March  1984)  during  the 
union-busting  offensive  in  the  1980s 
under  the  right-wing  Republican  presi- 
dent Ronald  Reagan: 

"No  decisive  gain  of  labor  was  ever  won 
in  a courtroom  or  by  an  act  of  Congress. 
Everything  the  workers  movement  has 
won  of  value  has  been  achieved  by 
mobilizing  the  ranks  of  labor  in  hard- 
fought  struggle,  on  the  picket  lines,  in 


House  for  all  but  eight  years.  During 
much  of  that  period  they  also  had  a 
majority  in  both  houses  of  Congress.  The 
Democrats’  ascendancy  in  Washington 
was  based  on  the  so-called  New  Deal 
coalition  consisting  of  organized  labor. 
Ihe  black  and  Jewi.sh  minorities,  middle- 
class  liberals  and. ..the  white-supremacist 
rulers  of  the  South,  a racist  police  state  in 
which  blacks  were  deprived  of  every 
basic  democratic  right.  The  New  Deal 
coalition  literally  extended  from  black 
leftist  union  organizers  in  the  Midwest  to 
Southern  sheriffs  who  were  members  of 
the  Ku  Klux  Klan. 

Today,  both  liberals  and  Republicans, 
for  different  reasons,  disappear  the  white- 
supremaci.st  component  of  the  old  Demo- 
cratic Parly  coalition.  The  Republicans 
want  to  brand  the  Democrats  as  the  party 
of  black  interests  and  causes.  The  liber- 
als don’t  want  to  acknowledge  that  the 
party  of  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  Harry  S. 
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plant  occupations.  What  counts  is  power. 
The  strength  of  the  unions  lies  in  their 
numbers,  their  militancy,  their  organiza- 
tion and  discipline  and  their  relationship 
to  the  decisive  means  of  production  in 
modem  capitalist  society.  The  bosses  are 
winning  because  the  power  of  labor,  its 
strength  to  decisively  cripple  the  enemy, 
has  not  been  brought  to  bear." 

The  starting  point  for  mobilizing  labor’s 
power  is  the  understanding  that  this  soci- 
ety is  divided  between  two  hostile  classes 
whose  interests  are  irreconcilably  coun- 
terposed:  workers  who  are  forced  to  sell 
their  labor  power  in  order  to  survive  and 
the  property-owning  capitalist  class  to 
whom  their  labor  power  is  sold. 

The  aim  of  the  working  class  must  be 
not  simply  to  ameliorate  the  conditions  of 
its  exploitation  under  capitalism  through 
trade-union  struggle,  but  to  forge  a revo- 
lutionary workers  party  that  fights  to 
abolish  the  system  of  exploitation  as  a 
whole.  As  Karl  Marx  wrote  in  his  pamph- 
let Wages,  Price  and  Profit: 

"Quite  apart  from  the  general  servitude 
involved  in  the  wages  system,  the  work- 
ing class  ought  not  to  exaggerate  to  them- 
selves the  ultimate  working  of  these 
everyday  struggles.  They  ought  noi  to 
forget  that  they  are  fighting  with  effects, 
but  not  with  the  causes  of  those  effects.... 
Instead  of  the  conservative  motto.  ‘A  fair 
day's  wage  for  a fair  day's  work!’  they 
ought  to  inscribe  on  their  banner  the  rev- 
olutionary watchword.  'Abolition  of  the 
wages  system!"' 

Insofar  as  the  trade  unions  do  not  chal- 
lenge the  system  of  private  property,  they 
necessarily  adapt  themselves  to  the  capi- 
talist state,  which  is  simply  the  executive 
committee  of  the  bourgeoisie  as  a whole. 
Thus  the  labor  bureaucracy,  whose  rela- 
tively privileged  position  derives  from  its 
support  for  capitalism,  seeks  to  demon- 
strate its  reliability  to  the  “democratic” 
capitalist  stale  and  acts  to  police  the  labor 
movement  on  its  behalf. 

The  South:  A Bastion 
of  Racist  Reaction 

Between  the  early  1930s  and  the  late 
1960s.  the  Democrats  were  the  dominant 
party  nationally,  occupying  the  While 


Truman  and  John  F.  Kennedy  was  also 
the  party  of  the  White  Citizens  Councils 
and  the  KKK. 

The  Southern  Democrats,  the  Dixie- 
crals.  wielded  enormous  political  power 
in  Washington  in  the  1930s.  ’40s  and 
’50s;  indeed  Roosevelt  refused  even  to 
support  a law  against  lynching.  Congress 
was  effectively  controlled  by  a bloc 
between  Dixiecrats  and  Republicans.  It 
was  this  bloc  that  in  the  late  1940s 
pushed  through  the  Tafl-Harlley  Act, 
which  remains  the  core  of  federal  anti- 
labor  legislation. 

Nonetheless,  the  labor  bureaucrats 
made  little  or  no  effort  to  unionize  the 
South  so  as  not  to  disrupt  the  fragile 
"unity”  of  the  Democratic  Party.  As  Art 
Preis,  a Trotskyist  and  labor  organizer  in 
the  1930s,  wrote  in  his  history  of  the 
struggles  that  built  the  industrial  unions 
of  the  CIO: 

“It  was  impossible  to  support  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  and  not  reinforce  its  Southern 
wing,  the  chief  political  prop  of  the  Jim 
Crow  system  and  one-party  dictatorship 
in  the  South.  The  CIO  leaders  refused  to 
wage  political  war  against  the  Southern 
ruling  class  because  that  would  under- 
mine the  whole  Democratic  Party....  To 
this  day.  the  organization  of  the  South 
remains  unachieved  because  the  union 
leadership  is  in  an  alliance  with  a politi- 
cal machine  that  is  built  in  large  part  on 
the  rule  of  the  white  supremacists  and 
labor-haters  of  the  South.” 

— Labor's  Giant  Step  (1964) 

The  New  Deal  coalition  was  finally 
exploded  by  the  civil  rights  movement. 
With  the  passage  of  the  1960s  civil  rights 
acts,  a large  fraction  of  (he  Dixiecrats 
switched  to  the  Republican  Party,  taking 
their  racist  constituencies  with  them. 
Since  then,  the  Republicans  have  been  the 
dominant  party  in  Washington.  The  only 
two  Democratic  presidents  in  this  period. 
Jimmy  Carter  and  Bill  Clinton,  were  for- 
mer governors  of  Southern  states. 

The  unionization  of  the  South,  partic- 
ularly with  the  shift  of  manufacturing 
plants  there  from  the  Midwest  and  North- 
east. remains  an  important  key  to  revital- 
izing the  labor  movement  in  this  country. 


This  cannot  be  achieved  on  a narrow 
economist  basis  but.  on  the  contrary,  will 
have  to  directly  confront  the  profound 
racial  divide  which  depresses  the  living 
standards  of  all  Southern  workers.  On  the 
one  side,  the  black  masses  will  tend  to 
rally  behind  racially  integrated  workers 
struggles  'against  the  local  white  power 
structure.  On  the  other  side,  the  Southern 
branch  of  the  American  ruling  class  will 
resort  to  police,  company  goons  and  pro- 
fessional strikebreakers,  and  if  necessary 
the  Klan  and  its  ilk.  while  using  racist 
demagogy  to  turn  backward  white  work- 
ers against  the  labor  movement.  Thus,  the 
defense  of  strike  pickets  and  the  need  to 
defeat  racist  terror  will  be  directly  linked. 

For  a Revolutionary 
Workers  Party! 

Not  only  in  the  South  but  in  the  rest  of 
the  country  as  well,  the  labor  movement 
cannot  go  forward  or  even  defend  itself 
against  capitalist  attacks  without  active 
and  broad-based  support  from  other  sec- 
tions of  American  society.  The  capitalist 
rulers  have  fomented  racial  hatred  and 
made  the  color  bar  a fundamental  divid- 
ing line  in  this  country  in  order  to  obscure 
the  irreconcilable  class  divide  between 
labor  and  capital.  This  goes  a long  way  to 
explaining  why  the  U.S.  is  the  only 
advanced  industrial  country  without  even 
a reformist  labor  party  claiming  to  repre- 
sent the  interests  of  the  workers. 

Under  a class-struggle  leadership,  the 
union  movement  would  be  in  the  fore- 
front of  all  struggles  against  racist  op- 
pression— against  the  wholesale  imprison- 
ment of  young  black  men  in  the  name  of 
"the  war  on  drugs."  against  the  continu- 
ing decimation  of  government  social 
programs  for  the  poor,  against  the  depor- 
tation of  “illegal”  immigrants.  It  is  neces- 
sary for  labor  to  lead  a struggle  for 
decent  housing,  education,  health  care 
and.  above  all,  jobs  for  all — welding  the 
power  of  the  multiracial  working  class  to 
the  anger  of  the  ghettos  and  barrios.  It  is 
through  these  kinds  of  social  struggles 
that  a revolutionary  workers  party  can 
and  must  be  built. 

It  is  significant  in  this  regard  that  black 
and  Latino  youth  are  disproportionately 
represented  in  the  lower  ranks  of  the  U.S. 
armed  forces.  For  tho,se  coming  of  age  in 
the  ghettos  and  barrios,  joining  the  Army 
or  Navy  is  often  the  only  way  to  acquire 
a useful  job  skill  or  gel  three  square  meals 
a day.  That  the  most  oppressed  sections 
of  American  society,  those  most  alienated 
from  the  white  racist  ruling  class,  make 
up  such  a large  pan  of  the  military  is  a 
potential  Achilles’  heel  for  American 
imperialism.  In  the  last  few  years  of  the 
Vietnam  War.  the  U.S.  conscript  army 
there  was  semi-mutinous. 

Key  to  labor  struggle  against  imperi- 
alist militarism  is  breaking  the  class- 
collaborationist  “national  unity”  pushed 
by  the  bourgeoisie  and  its  labor  lieutenants 
in  the  AFL-CIO  bureaucracy.  And  that 
means,  first  and  foremost,  breaking 
the  chains  forged  by  the  labor  lops  and 
the  black  politicians  and  preachers  that 
bind  the  proletariat  and  the  ghetto  masses 
to  the  Democratic  Party  of  American 
imperialism. 

Things  look  grim,  but  working-class 
struggle  can  and  indeed  must  change  (he 
reactionary  political  climate.  To  reverse 
the  erosion  of  social  services,  to  oppose 
the  U.S.  rulers’  wars  of  depredation  and  to 
defend  civil  liberties  demands  the  inde- 
pendent class  mobilization  of  working 
people  on  behalf  of  all  the  oppressed.  If 
there  is  to  be  an  end  to  this  system  of 
imperialist  war.  racist  oppre.ssion  and  all- 
sided.  grinding  misery,  the  multiracial 
U.S.  working  class  must  be  won,  through 
Marxist  education  and  its  own  experience 
in  struggle,  to  the  perspective  of  building 
a workers  party  that  fights  for  socialist 
revolution.  The  capitalist  system  must  be 
overturned  and  replaced  by  the  rule  of  the 
working  class,  a workers  government  that 
will  seize  the  means  of  production  and 
establish  a planned,  collectivized  econ- 
omy as  part  of  an  egalitarian  socialist 
society  internationally.  It  is  to  that  task 
that  the  Spartacisi  League.  U.S.  section  of 
(he  International  Communist  League,  is 
dedicated.  ■ 
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WORKiRS  RRReOARO 


For  Mass  Pickets!  Down  With  “New  Labour”  Strikebreaking! 


Victory  to  the 
British  Firefighters! 


Reuters 

November  22:  Glasgow  firefighters  man  picket  line  in  widely  popular  struggle  against 
union-busting  6lair  Labour  government. 


NOVEMBER  25 — A massive  con- 
frontation between  Tony  Blair's  New 
Labour  government  and  the  British 
working  class  was  set  off  on  Novem- 
ber 22  as  the  50.000-strong  Fire  Bri- 
gades Union  (FBU)  launched  an  eight- 
day  strike.  A two-day  strike  the  week 
before  demanding  a 40  percent  pay 
raise  was  the  first  national  firefight- 
ers strike  in  25  years.  The  FBU  lead- 
ership was  ready  to  scuttle  the  No- 
vember 22  walkout  for  a 16  percent 
offer  from  an  umbrella  group  of  local 
authorities,  but  even  this  miserable 
offer  was  too  much  for  the  arro- 
gant Blairites.  Prime  Minister  Blair. 
Bush's  little  drummer  boy  for  war 
against  Iraq  and  close  ally  of  the 
right-wing,  labor-hating  Italian  prime 
minister  Berlusconi,  fired  off  instruc- 
tions from  the  NATO  summit  to  nix 
the  settlement. 

New  Labour  ministers  and  the 
bourgeois  press  unleashed  a barrage 
of  invective  against  the  firefighters. 

But  as  our  comrades  of  the  Spartacist 
League/Britain  reported  from  discus- 
sions on  the  picket  lines,  this  action 
has  struck  a hugely  responsive  chord  in 
British  society: 

“The  strike  is  extremely  popular.  While 
we  were  at  Islington  station  fin  London), 
some  middle-class  Asian  women  drove 
up  to  the  picket  and  brought  the  guys  a 
few  boxes  of  donuts.  Earlier  in  the  day 
at  that  same  station,  an  armoured  car 
transporting  prisoners  stopped  in  traffic 
right  in  front  of  the  picket.  We  all  started 
to  hear  massive  thumping  sounds — it 
was  the  prisoners  banging  on  the  win- 
dows from  inside  the  car.  After  a few 
seconds  of  disbelief,  this  sent  the  picket 
line  into  massive  cheers.  Across  the 
country,  all  sorts  of  people — including 
middle-class  professionals — are  stopping 
by  picket  lines  to  express  their  support  to 
the  FBU  and  drop  money  in  their  collec- 
tion buckets.” 

As  in  the  two-day  strike,  the  govern- 
ment has  deployed  the  army  with  anti- 
quated firefighting  equipment,  But  gov- 
ernment threats  to  send  cops  and  troops 


through  picket  lines  to  seize  modem  fire 
engines  met  with  some  reluctance.  Mili- 
tary chief  Sir  Michael  Boyce  complained 
it  would  be  bad  for  “morale”  if  troops  were 
tied  up  attacking  picket  lines  instead  of 
preparing  for  war  against  Iraq.  Many 
strikers  now  see  that  there  is  a link  be- 
tween the  looming  war  against  Iraq  and 
the  government's  attack  on  them.  One 
firefighter  told  SL/B  supporters  that  “the 
longer  our  strike  goes  on.  the  harder  it  is 
for  the  government  to  wage  war  against 
Iraq.” 

Particularly  infuriating  to  firefighters  is 
that  their  union  is  still  financially  subsi- 
dizing Blair's  New  Labour  Parly,  even  as 
strikers  say  they  now  believe  Blair  is  out 
to  bust  the  FBU.  Yet  FBU  chief  Andy  Gil- 
christ has  argued  to  retain  the  union  link 
to  New  Labour.  Firefighters'  initial  illu- 
sions that  they  could  “go  it  alone"  are 


breaking  down.  While  other  unions  are 
expressing  support,  concrete  action  is 
key.  During  the  two-day  strike,  many 
London  Underground  (subway)  lines 
were  shut  down  as  350  drivers  refused  to 
work  in  unsafe  conditions.  During  the 
current  strike,  drivers  refusing  to  work  for 
safety  reasons  were  sent  home  without 
pay.  While  the  Rail,  Maritime  and  Trans- 
port (RMT)  union  leadership  under  left- 
talking  Bob  Crow  condemns  this  employ- 
ers' action  as  illegal  and  disgraceful,  the 
RMT  lops  have  postponed  any  possible 
strike  against  worker  victimizations  until 
mid-December. 

We  reprint  below  a leaflet  being 
distributed  on  the  picket  lines  by  the 
Spartacist  League/Britain. 

♦ ♦ * 

This  battle  is  no  longer  just  about  a pay 
rise  for  the  firefighters  but  has  become 


a lest  of  strength  between  the  unions 
and  Blair's  New  Labour  government. 
Earlier  the  government  gloated  that 
it  would  “crush"  the  Fire  Brigades 
Union  (FBU).  As  a government  spokes- 
man put  it,  “Industrial  relations  have 
always  been  Labour’s  Achilles'  heel. 
But  not  this  time”  {Financial  Times. 
16/17  November).  But  last  week’s 
two-day  strike  was  enormously  popu- 
lar among  workers  and  minorities. 
Millions  of  public  sector  workers  and 
others  know  that  their  pay  and  condi- 
tions and  the  very  future  of  their 
unions  depend  on  the  outcome  of  this 
battle.  The  hundreds  of  thousands 
who  protested  the  impending  war 
against  Iraq  several  weeks  ago  know 
that  Blair's  priorities  are  not  in  the 
interest  of  working  people.  Let’s  win 
this  strike! 

Blair  has  threatened  to  use  the 
army  to  seize  and  operate  modern 
firefighting  equipment — the  same 
army  that  is  regularly  employed  to 
carry  out  the  dirty  work  of  the  Brit- 
ish bourgeoisie  abroad,  from  Iraq  to 
the  Balkans  to  closer  to  home  in 
Northern  Ireland,  where  it  is  an  instru- 
ment to  oppress  the  Catholic  minority. 
The  last  time  large-scale  army  strike- 
breaking was  employed  was  the  General 
Strike  of  1926.  Now  waffling  over  send- 
ing in  the  troops,  the  government  moots 
that  the  cops  might  be  used.  In  response 
to  threats  of  army  strikebreaking.  FBU 
leader  Andy  Gilchrist  declared  that  "fire- 
fighters are  neither  prepared  nor  looking 
to  hinder  the  armed  forces.”  A leadership 
that  proposes  passive  acquiescence  in  the 
face  of  such  union-busting  is  not  a lead- 
ership! This  is  contrary  to  the  interests  of 
firefighters  and  all  workers  looking  to  the 
FBU  foe  a lead.  A battle  conceded  before 
the  fight  is  a battle  lost. 

No  one  wants  a small,  losing  confron- 
tation against  the  forces  of  the  capitalist 
stale.  What  is  necessary  are  mass  pickets 
to  ring  the  fire  stations.  This  was  succes.s- 


Troops  using  old 
military  fire  engines 
deployed  in 
strikebreaking  duty. 
Blair  reviewing 
British  troops  in 
Oman  in  preparation 
for  imperialist 
invasion  of  Iraq. 


ful  in  backing  down  the  Callaghan 
Labour  government  when  it  tried  to  send 
troops  across  picket  lines  in  the  1977 
strike.  The  FBU  must  not  stand  alone! 
Millions  of  trade  unionists  are  itching 
to  strike  a blow  against  Blair’s  union- 
hating  government.  They  must  be  mobil- 
ised to  join  the  FBU  picket  lines.  Bring 
out  RMT  and  UNISON  council  workers 
on  strike  now!  Screw  the  TUC  (Trades 
Union  Congress]  and  government’s  "pick- 
eting guidelines”  and  anti-union  laws! 
The  only  “illegal  strike”  is  one  that  loses. 
If  troops  are  used,  the  FBU  must  appeal 
to  the  soldiers,  many  of  whom  are  of 
working-class  origin,  not  to  be  used  for 
strikebreaking.  The  union  issued  such  an 
appeal  during  the  1977  strike. 

Oozing  with  hatred  and  fear  of  union 
militancy,  the  government  and  the  capi- 
talist media  earlier  attacked  the  FBU 
leaders  as  “ScargilHies.”  Now  Murdoch’s 
coniinued  on  page  9 
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Defend  Iraq  Against  U.S.  Attack! 


SYRIA 


IRAQ 


LEBANON 


Baghdad  • 


lORDAI 


Imperialists  Step  Up 
Terror  Bombing  of  Iraq 


TURKEY 


DECEMBER  10 — While  United 
Nations  inspectors  go  through  the 
charade  of  looking  for  "weapons  of 
mass  destruction.”  U.S.  and  British 
war  planes  rain  death  and  destruc- 
tion on  the  Iraqi  people  on  a near- 
daily  basis.  As  the  New  York  Times 
(24  November)  staled  with  unusual 
honesty,  “America  already  is  at  war 
with  Iraq.” 

In  the  last  decade,  the  U.S.  and 
Britain  have  flown  a quarter  million 
sorties  over  Iraq.  On  top  of  the  tens 
of  thousands  slaughtered  in  1991. 
hundreds  upon  hundreds  of  lives 
have  been  wiped  out  amid  the  rubble 
of  bombed-out  buildings,  including 
four  civilians  killed  in  a strike  on  the 
southern  city  of  Basra  last  week.  A 
million  and  a half  more  have  died  as 
a result  of  the  UN  starvation  block- 
ade. The  industry  and  vital  infra- 
structure— water  supplies,  sewage 
systems,  hospitals — of  what  was 
once  one  of  the  most  modem  coun- 
tries in  the  Arab  world  has  been  dev- 
astated. Now  Washington  is  planning 
an  invasion  and  occupation  that  may 
make  the  1991  Desert  Slaughter  and 
the  subsequent  eleven  years  of  impe- 
rialist privation  and  mass  murder 
pale  by  comparison. 

Baghdad's  acquiescence  to  the 
arrogant  UN  “inspection”  farce  and 
its  submis.sion  of  a mandated  report  a 
day  ahead  of  deadline  will  do  nothing 
to  alter  U.S.  war  plans,  as  White 
House  press  spokesman  Ari  Fleischer 
made  perfectly  clear  last  week  when  he 
declaimed  that  Iraq  would  be’ deemed 
guilty  as  charged  whether  or  not  it  admit- 
ted to  having  "illicit"  weapons.  The  de- 
ployment of  troops,  tanks,  fighter  jets  and 
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Current  U.S.  military  deployments  in  the  Near  East.  U.S.,  British  imperialists  have 
escalated  terror  bombings  in  U.S. -imposed  “No  Fly"  zones  in  Iraq. 


aircraft  carriers  to  bases  and  waters  near 
Iraq  continues  apace.  Through  bullying, 
blackmail  and  bribery,  the  American 
imperialist  goliath  secured  unanimous 
support  for  a war  resolution  in  the  UN 


Security  Council,  with  the  Arab  regimes 
grote.squely  selling  it  as  a measure  to  pre- 
vent war.  German  Social  Democratic 
chancellor  Gerhard  Schroder,  having  won 
re-election  on  the  basis  of  popular  oppo- 


sition to  a U.S.  war,  assures  Wash- 
ington that  it  will  be  able  to  use  its 
strategic  military  bases  in  Germany. 
Turkey’s  new  Islamist  government, 
promised  some  $7  billion  in  debt 
relief,  has  likewise  made  it  clear  that 
U.S.  bases  at  Incirlik  and  elsewhere 
will  be  available. 

With  the  bigge.st.  deadliest  mili- 
tary arsenal  the  world  has  ever  seen, 
the  U.S.  rulers  act  as  though  they  are 
invincible,  riding  roughshod  over 
small  countries  and  issuing  dictates 
to  their  imperialist  rivals.  But  there 
is  one  force  that  can  throw  a mon- 
key wrench  into  their  war-crazed 
schemes  for  unending  global  domi- 
nation. and  that  is  the  working  class 
here  and  internationally.  As  illus- 
trated by  the  enormous  effect  that  the 
ten-day  West  Coast  ports  lockouLhad 
on  the  American  economy,  it  is  the 
working  class  that  makes  the  wheels 
of  the  capitalist  profit  sy.stem  turn. 
And  it  is  the  working  class  that  can 
bring  them  grinding  to  a halt. 

Workers  and  minorities  in  the  U.S. 
have  plenty  of  reason  to  see  in  the 
imperialist  enemy  of  the  semicolo- 
nial masses  of  Iraq  their  own  class 
enemy.  To  wage  imperialist  war 
abroad,  the  bourgeoisie  demands 
“class  peace"  at  home.  The  "war 
on  terror"  has  meant  a racist  witch- 
hunt against  Arabs  and  Muslims  and 
a wholesale  assault  on  immigrant 
rights  and  the  civil  liberties  of  the 
population  as  a whole.  Tens  of  thou- 
sands of  workers  at  United  and  other  air- 
lines face  wage  cuts  or  mass  layoffs.  So 
do  city  and  state  workers  from  Connecti- 
cut to  California,  as  local  governments 
continued  on  page  II 


Labor:  Defend  the  TWU!  Defeat  the  Taylor  Law! 


For  a Solid  NYC  Transit  Strike! 


NEW  YORK  CITY,  December  10— 
Amid  repeated  chants  of  “Strike!  Strike!" 
some  lO.O(K)  transit  workers  at  two  mass 
meetings  three  days  ago  voted  to  author- 
ize strike  action  when  their  contract 
expires  on  December  15.  Transport  Work- 
ers Union  (TWU)  Local  HK)  is  the  power- 


house of  NYC  labor.  If  the  subways  and 
buses  stop  running,  it  will  bring  the  finan- 
cial center  of  American  capitalism  to  a 
screeching  halt.  TYansit  workers:  Strike 
to  win! 

With  NYC  mayor  Michael  Bloomberg 
vowing  to  impose  the  strikebreaking 
Taylor  Law  and  Governor  George  Pataki 
threatening  to  call  out  the  National  Guard 
and  stale  police,  a showdown  is  looming 
between  the  capitalist  rulers  and  the  most 
powerful  union  in  the  city.  The  bosses  and 
bankers  of  Wall  Street  want  to  humiliate 
and  break  this  union  in  order  to  set  a prec- 


edent for  the  entire  city  labor  movement. 
If  the  transit  union  is  defeated,  then  it 
will  be  open  season  on  the  city  workers 
organized  In  AFSCME  District  Council 
37.  other  public  employee  unions,  black 
and  Hispanic  people,  the  poor,  the  unem- 
ployed and  immigrants. 

With  the  economy  slumping  and  with 
an  aggressively  hostile  government  in 
Washington,  transit  workers  are  in  a tough 
position.  But  behind  the  hysterical  threats 
being  directed  at  the  TWU  is  the  recogni- 
tion that  the  union  has  the  power  to  shut 
NYC  down  cold.  The  city  manifestly  can- 


not arrest  34.000  strikers  or  otherwise  run 
the  buses  and  subways  in  the  face  of  a 
solid  strike.  You  can't  run  the  subways 
with  bayonets!  Should  the  government 
invoke  the  Taylor  Law.  this  should  be  met 
by  strike  actions  mobilizing  the  power  of 
the  entire  NYC  labor  movement.  If  the 
transit  union  proceeds  with  militancy  and 
determination,  in  conjunction  with  other 
city  unions,  the  labor  movement  could 
win  a much  needed  victory  that  could  put 
into  motion  a counteroffensive  against  the 
bosses.  Today  the  Taxi  Workers  Alliance. 

continued  on  page  10 


Letters 


NYC  Transit  Deathtrap 


7 December  2002 

Dear  WV  Editor, 

As  a train  operator  for  New  York  City 
Transit,  I was  moved  to  write  this  letter 
after  reading  your  article  “New  York  Tran- 
sit Workers  vs.  Union-Busting  Austerity” 
{WV  No.  792.  29  November),  which  re- 
ports on  the  deaths  of  two  transit  workers 
hit  by  trains  in  the  space  of  just  two  days. 
The  safety  of  our  fellow  workers  is  of 
paramount  concern  for  train  operators, 
and  we  are  deeply  saddened  by  the  hor- 
rific deaths  of  Joy  Antony  and  Kurien 
Baby.  Moreover,  we  are  enraged  because 
their  deaths  can  best  be  understood  as  a 
terrible  consequence  of  NYCT’s  relentless 
drive  to  cut  costs  and  raise  productivity. 

Transit  workers  regularly  confront  dif- 
ficult and  dangerous  conditions.  Track 
crews  work  in  the  dark,  dirty  depths  of 
tunnels  and  on  elevated  structures  out- 
doors, in  the  sweltering  heat  and  bitter 
cold — all  the  while  ducking  and  dodging 
high-speed  trains  and  skirting  the  “third 
rail”  with  600  volts  of  live  electricity.  At 
times,  track  gangs  are  pressured  to  con- 
tinue working  even  as  trains  approach 
the  area. 

A train  operator’s  greatest  fear  is  to 
suddenly  encounter  workers  on  the  tracks 
without  enough  warning  to  stop  the  train 


safely,  but  supervisors  often  don’t  want 
to  spend  the  lime  it  takes  t6  set  up  com- 
plete “fiagging"  protection  to  properly 
warn  oncoming  trains.  This  means  yel- 
low warning  lights  placed  a minimum  of 
500'-700'  ahead  of  track  workers  and  a 
flagman  with  a red  light  and  a “trip”  that 
activates  the  emergency  brakes  to  stop  the 
train  if  it  passes  the  warning  signals. 
Additionally,  flagmen  need  radios  to  be 
informed  of  train  movement  in  their  area. 

In  the  case  of  train  operators,  a critical 
and  urgent  change  to  make  the  job  safer 
on  the  tracks  is  to  alleviate  our  oppres- 
sive schedules.  With  NYCT’s  productiv- 
ity drive,  our  “cab  time"  has  steadily 
increased  over  the  years  and  rest  breaks 
have  dwindled.  This  is  a recipe  for  dis- 
aster— accidents  are  almost  inevitable 
when  increasingly  exhausted  workers 
perform  a job  that  requires  such  intense 
concentration.  We  must  put  an  end  to 
insufficient  rest  breaks,  forced  overtime 
and  involuntary  shift  changes! 

After  these  tragic  deaths  threw  a spot- 
light on  the  appallingly  un.safe  condi- 
tions. NYCT  was  forced  to  revise  its 
safety  guidelines,  but  they  continue  to 
fall  short  of  federal  standards  and  still 
don’t  mandate  complete  flagging  protec- 
tion for  all  crews.  Even  worse,  manage- 


For  a Class-Struggle  Leadership 
in  the  Unions! 

The  struggles  of  working  people  in  defense 
of  their  jobs,  working  conditions  and  unions 
are  hampered  by  a union  bureaucracy  that 
looks  to  the  agencies  of  the  capitalist  state, 
its  courts  and  politicians,  rather  than  the 
independent  social  power  of  the  pndetar- 
iat.  In  a 1942  lecture.  Trotskyist  leader 
James  P.  Cannon  set  forth  the  principles 
TROTSKY  of  proletarian  class  struggle  that  imbued 
the  1934  Minneapolis  Teamsters  strikes,  a 
key  victory  in  the  mass  struggles  that  forged  mass  industrial  unions 


LENIN 

in  the  1930s. 


A strike  leader  without  some  conception  of  a political  line  was  very  much  out  of 
date  already  by  1934.  The  old-fashioned  trade  union  movement,  which  used  to  deal 
with  the  bosses  without  governmental  interference,  belongs  in  the  museum.  The  mod- 
ern labor  movement  must  be  politically  directed  because  it  is  confronted  by  the  gov- 
ernment at  every  turn.  Our  people  were  prepared  for  that  since  they  were  political  peo- 
ple. inspired  by  political  conceptions.  The  policy  of  the  class  struggle  guided  our 
comrades;  they  couldn’t  be  deceived  and  outmaneuvered,  as  so  many  strike  leaders  of 
that  period  were,  by  this  mechanism  of  sabotage  and  destruction  known  as  the 
National  Labor  Board  and  all  its  auxiliary  setups.  They  put  no  reliance  whatever  in 
Roosevelt’s  Labor  Board;  they  weren’t  fooled  by  any  idea  that  Roosevelt,  the  liberal 
“friend  of  labor”  president,  was  going  to  help  the  truck  drivers  in  Minneapolis  win  a 
few  cents  more  an  hour.  They  weren’t  deluded  even  by  the  fact  that  there  was  at  that 
time  in  Minnesota  a Farmer-Labor  Governor,  presumed  to  be  on  the  side  of  the 
workers. 

Our  people  didn’t  believe  in  anybody  or  anything  but  the  policy  of  the  class  struggle 
and  the  ability  of  the  workers  to  prevail  by  their  mass  strength  and  solidarity.  Conse- 
quently. they  expected  from  the  start  that  the  union  would  have  to  fight  for  its  right  to 
exist;  that  the  bosses  would  not  yield  any  recognition  to  the  union,  would  not  yield  any 
increase  of  wages  or  reduction  of  the  scandalous  hours  without  some  pressure  being 
brought  to  bear.  Therefore  they  prepared  everything  from  the  point  of  view  of  class 
war.  They  knew  that  power,  not  diplomacy,  would  decide  the  issue.  Bluffs  don’t  work  in 
fundamental  things,  only  in  incidental  ones.  In  such  things  as  the  conflict  of  class 
interests  one  must  be  prepared  to  fight. 

— James  P.  Cannon.  The  History  of  American  Trotskyism  (1944) 
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menl  tries  to  blame  the  workers  and  pit 
U.S  against  each  other,  typically  accusing 
track  workers  of  improper  flagging  pro- 
cedures and  train  operators  of  inalten- 
tiveness  and  unsafe  operations.  Using 
“track  safety’’  a.s  a pretext  for  increased 
discipline  under  the  guise  of  training, 
transit  bosses  have  decreed  that  all  train 
crews  be  “critiqued”  daily  by  our  super- 
visors. This  is  a pure  farce!  The  very 
same  supervisor  that  “critiqued”  me  one 
night  told  me  to  speed  up  as  I operated 
slowly  past  track  workers  the  next  day. 

Workers’  safety  cannot  be  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  bosses  or  slate  agencies — 
profits  and  productivity  will  always  be 
their  first  concern.  Last  week,  our  union. 
TWU  Local  1 00.  called  a “safety  stand- 
down,”  directing  workers  to  be  extra  cau- 
tious. However,  to  be  effective,  workers 
must  be  able  to  refuse  unsafe  work  with- 
out the  fear  of  retaliation  and  the  union 
must  establish  elected  safely  committees 
with  the  power  to  shut  down  unsafe 
working  conditions  on  the  spot! 

Such  tragedies  must  never  happen 
again!  Joy  Antony  and  Kurien  Baby,  we 
will  not  forget  you. 

T.O. 


Housekeeping 

Oakland 
26  June  2002 

Editor.  Workers  Vanguard 
Dear  Comrade: 

I was  fascinated  to  learn,  from  your 
article  on  the  West  Coast  Waterfront  situ- 
ation. that  .some  waterfront  workers  are 
“working  around  the  clock  for  up  to  six 
months  at  a time.” 

That  sounds  like  cruel  and  unusual 
punishment  to  me. 

Marion  Syrek 

WV  replies: 

Either  Marion  Syrek  can’t  read  very 
well,  or  he  is  .simply  blinded  by  hostil- 
ity. The  full  passage  in  question  from  the 
article.  “Showdown  on  West  Coast  Water- 
front.” in  Workers  Vanguard  No.  783  (14 
June)  reads:  "Transportation  costs  have 
already  been  cut  by  the  use  of  giant  con- 
tainer ships  with  non-union,  low-wage 
skeleton  crews  of  seamen  working  around 
the  clock  for  up  to  six  months  at  a time,” 
The  sentence  obviously  refers  to  crews 
(of  seamen),  not  individual  waterfront 
workers. 


Women  and  Revolution 


Phyllis  Anwar 

(1919-2002) 

Phyllis  Anwar,  longtime  friend  and.  between  1979  and  1982.  member 
of  the  Spartacist  League,  died  on  November  7 from  complications  arising 
from  Alzheimer’s  disease.  We  extend  our  heartfelt  condolences  to  her 
family,  including  her  sons,  comrade  Bruce,  and  his  brother.  Keith. 

When  Phyllis  joined  the  Spartacist  League  she  was  already  in  her  60s. 
She  had  been  in  the  Young  Communist  Uague  as  a youth  and  had  accom- 
panied her  husband  to  his  native  Afghanistan  from  1941  to  1944.  In  1980 
in  commemoration  of  International  Women’s  Day.  Phyllis  made  a speak- 
ing tour  with  Dale  Reissner  of  the  editorial  board  of  Women  and  Revolu- 
tion. The  talk  was  titled  “Women  of  the  East— Proletarian  Revolution  or 
Slavery.  Down  With  Islamic  Reaction!  Hail  Red  Army  in  Afghanistan!”  At 
the  lime,  our  international  tendency  stood  alone  against  the  rise  of  the 
Islamic  fundamentalist  regime  in  Iran,  raising  the  call-  “Down  With  the 
Shah!  No  Support  to  the  Mullahs!  For  Workers  Revolution  in  Iran*”  At  the 
end  of  1979.  we  hailed  the  Soviet  troops  that  had  entered  Afghanistan  to 
back  the  lefi-nationahst  regime  that  was  fighting  the  CIA-backed  mujahedin. 

Phyllis  vividly  retold  her  experiences  as  the  first  foreign  woman  to  walk 
the  streets  of  Kabul  without  a chador,  the  tent-like  veil  women  are  forced 
to  wear.  She  put  her  life  in  danger,  secretly  teaching  girls  at  a school  which 
was  disguised  as  a hospital  to  fool  the  mullahs.  Her  firsthand  accounts 
of  the  oppressive  conditions  of  women  made  concrete  our  revolutionary 
program. 

While  working  in  ihe  Workers  Vanguard  composition  department. 
Phyllis  hammered  out  our  first  editorial  style  book.  She  imparted  to  all 
With  whom  she  collaborated  that  language  was  always  in  llux  and  Lt  our 
editonal  guidelines  were  only  worthwhile  if  they  made  our  revolutionary 
program  precise  and  accessible  to  our  readers.  Phyllis  also  spent  time  hi 
Berlin  working  with  our  German  section,  and  comrades  recalled  how  she 
learned  enough  German  to  be  able  to  sell  our  newspaper 

For  the  several  years  she  was  a member.  Phyllis  contributed  the  expe- 
rience and  insight  of  her  extraordinary  life  to  the  collective  body^of 
knowledge  and  literature  of  our  tendency.  She  left  a lasting  impression  o 
bravery  and  compassion  with  everyone  who  met  her  ^ 'pression  or 

A memorial  for  Phyllis  will  take  place  at  1 d m nn 
her  14  at  the  filming  Point.  468  PieLontll.'I  SermonrNtj  Yorr"’’ 
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United  Airlines 


“Employee  Ownership”  Fraud  Means 

"Employee-owned"  United  Airlines, 
the  second-largest  carrier  in  the  world, 
filed  for  Chapter  1 1 bankruptcy  protec- 
tion on  December  9 after  the  Air  Trans- 
portation Slabili/.alion  Board  (ATSB) 
ruled  out  a $1 .8  billion  federal  loan  pack- 
age last  week.  Unless  fought  by  the 
unions,  this  will  mean  thousands  of  lay- 
offs and  massive  wage  concessions,  and 
the  other  airlines  are  now  using  United's 
fate  to  bludgeon  their  workers  into  sub- 
mission. Since  the  September  1 1 attacks, 
airline  companies  have  furloughed  more 
than  100.000  workers  and  implemented 
cost-cutting  measures  that  have  made 
travel  onerous  for  passengers.  But  the 
economic  crisis  gripping  the  airlines  pre- 
dates 9/1 1.  U.S.  carriers  lost  $7.7  billion 
in  2001  alone,  even  after  receiving  some 
$5  billion  in  cash  handouts  from  the  fed- 
eral government  following  9/1 1.  and  it  is 
estimated  that  they  will  lose  an  additional 
$9  billion  this  year. 

United  has  slashed  its  workforce  from 
over  100.000  to  83.000  and  cut  the  num- 
ber of  flights  by  20  percent.  Manage- 
ment has  used  the  threat  of  bankruptcy 
for  more  than  a year  to  try  to  cow  its 
unions.  At  the  same  time  that  recently 
hired  CEO  Glenn  Tilton  was  awarded 
millions  in  a signing  bonus  and  pension 
trust,  the  company  was  demanding  $9 
billion  in  givebacks  from  the  workforce. 

The  Air  Line  Pilots  Association  (ALPA) 
bureaucracy  agreed  to  an  18  percent 
wage  cut  (amounting  to  a whopping  $2.2 
billion).  The  Association  of  Flight  Atten- 
dants also  gave  up  $412  million.  Now. 

United  will  move  to  gouge  even  more 
concessions  from  its  workforce.  As  the 
president  of  Northwest  Airlines  put  it. 
with  Chapter  1 1 protection  companies 
"can  avoid  paying  debt,  reject  leases  on 
airplanes  and  get  collective  bargaining 
agreements  restructured"  (New  York 
Time.’:,  8 December).  In  plain  English, 
this  means  ripping  up  labor  contracts  and 
carrying  out  other  union-busting  attacks. 

The  other  major  airlines  are  now  tak- 
ing their  cue  from  United.  American  and 
Continental  are  currently  in  contract 
talks  with  their  pilots  and  Northwest  is 
soon  to  be.  According  to  the  Wall  Sireei 
Journal  (6  December):  "If  United  is  able 
to  make  substantial  reductions  in  labor 
costs  by  cutting  wages  and  benefits  and 
changing  work  rules,  the  impact  could 
spill  through  the  industry."  The  day  after 
the  ATSB  decision  against  United,  man- 
agement at  American  announced  plans 
to  try  to  wrench  $2  billion  in  additional 
concessions  from  its  unions. 

The  goal  of  the  airline  companies  is  to 
roll  back  the  gains  won  through  decades 
of  union  struggle  by  driving  down  wages 
and  working  conditions  at  the  major  car- 
riers to  those  at  low-wage,  often  non- 
union. outfits  like  JetBlue.  Most  of  the 
major  cairiers  have  already  shifted  some 
of  their  routes  to  their  regional  subsidiar- 
ies. which  pay  far  lower  B-scale  wages. 

Gloating  about  the  ATSB  decision,  the 
Wall  Street  Journal  (6  December)  editori- 
alized: "Bankruptcy  would  allow  United 
to  break  out  of  its  high-cost,  unionized 
structure  into  a leaner,  more  competitive 
airline." 

Significantly,  on  November  28  Unit- 
ed's 13.000  mechanics  voted  to  reject  a 
concessions  package  totaling  $700  mil- 
lion. representing  a 7 percent  pay  reduc- 
tion. The  vote  by  the  mechanics  reflects 


NOTICE 

Workers  Vanguard  skips 
a week  in  December. 
Our  next  Issue  will 
be  dated  January  3. 


mittee  of  the  capitalist  class  as  a whole. 

ESOPs  epitomize  the  fraud  of  the 
partnership  of  labor  and  capital  preached 
by  the  trade-union  bureaucracy,  which 
means  subordinating  workers'  interests 
to  the  company's  bottom  line.  As  we  wrote 
in  "Phony  ‘Worker  Ownership'  at  United 
Airlines"  ( WV  No.  593. 4 February  1 994): 
“Even  if  the  workers  had  1(K)  percent,  it 
wouldn't  make  a fundamental  difference. 
Workers  have  no  control  whatswver  over 
the  cupitulisi  market,  which  is  inher- 
ently anarchic.  At  the  first  financial  diffi- 
culty they  would  be  at  the  mercy  of  the 
banks....  To  ’save  Jobs'  by  making  one 
airline  ‘more  competitive*  is  to  drive 
down  the  living  standards  of  all." 

Whether  or  not  a company  is  “owned" 
by  its  employees,  it  must  exploit  their 
labor  to  make  profits  and  survive  in  the 
face  of  competition. 


cost  of  living  increased  throughout  the 
decade,  mechanics  received  only  two  pal- 
try raises  of  about  5 percent  each  at  a time 
when  United  was  making  record  profits. 
When  the  contract  with  the  ESOP  provi- 
sions expired  in  2000,  negotiations  were 
dragged  out  for  two  years. 

Meanwhile,  management  disciplined 
and  even  fired  mechanics  following  safety 
guidelines  by  working  to  rule.  After  a 
contract  was  ratified  earlier  this  year,  the 
mechanics  agreed  to  defer  almost  a half 
billion  dollars  in  retroactive  pay  increases 
to  help  the  company.  Today,  the  mechan- 
ics are  forced  to  work  on  skeleton  crews 
six  days  in  a row  without  overtime  pay 
and  to  do  the  work  of  a full  crew. 

A "No  Concessions”  campaign  has 
taken  hold  among  United  mechanics.  The 
campaign  has  become  a focal  point  of 
protest  against  the  craven  misleaders  of 
the  International  Association  of  Machin- 
ists and  Aerospace  Workers  (1AM),  which 
also  represents  ramp  and  fleet  service 
workers  at  United.  The  1AM  labor  bureau- 
crats have  supported  the  company's  bid 
for  government  loans  all  along,  knowing 
full  well  that  United  would  receive  a loan 
only  if  it  first  gouged  its  workforce. 
Caught  off-guard  by  the  results  of  the 
November  28  vote,  the  fAM  Local  1 4 1 -M 
officialdom  quickly  returned  to  the  bar- 
gaining table  to  hammer  out  a new  con- 
cessions deal  that  was  virtually  identical 
to  the  original.  Over  the  next  week,  lead- 
ers of  Local  141-M  made  it  their  sworn 
duty  to  rally  support  for  concessions  in  the 
lead-up  to  a new  vote,  which  was  sched- 
uled for  December  5 but  canceled  when 
the  ATSB  decision  was  announced. 

The  ESOP  Scam 

The  1AM  tops  are  probably  most  re- 
viled for  their  role  alongside  the  leaders 
of  ALPA  in  arranging  the  1994  ESOP 
agreement.  Under  the  ESOP.  workers 
traded  $5  billion  in  wage  cuts  and  other 
givebacks,  including  a six-year  wage 
freeze  and  a no-strike  pledge,  for  nearly 
half  the  shares  of  company  stock  and 
three  seats  on  the  12-member  board  of 
directors.  Then-CEO  of  United  Stephen 


Layoffs,  Wage  Cuts 


longstanding  animosity  toward  manage- 
ment. which  at  every  turn  has  sought  to 
further  exploit  the  workforce.  In  1994, 
United  mechanics  took  a severe  wage  cut 
(nearly  20  percent)  that  made  their  pay 
the  lowest  in  the  industry  in  exchange 
for  participation  in  an  employee  stock 
ownership  plan  (ESOP).  Though  the 


Wolf  used  the  bogeyman  of  bankruptcy 
(Continental,  TWA  and  America  West 
were  operating  under  Chapter  11)  and 
competition  from  the  low-cpst  carrier 
Southwest  to  scare  the  workforce  into 
accepting  the  ESOP  scam.  For  their  part, 
the  union  tops  sold  thi.s  scheme  by  prom- 
ising a big  future  payoff  in  return  for 


For  a Class-Struggle  Leadership! 

The  prostration  of  the  lAM  and  other 
industry  union  tops  before  the  airline 
bosses  points  to  the  urgency  of  the  fight  to 
oust  these  class-collaborationist  bureau- 
crats. who  are  bound  hand  and  foot  to  the 
capitalist  Democratic  Party.  It  was  under 
Democratic  president  Jimmy  Carter  that 
deregulation  of  the  airline  industry  took 
place  in  1978,  paving  the  way  for  more 
than  two  decades  of  union-busting  attacks 
by  the  airline  bosses. 

Air  transport  is  a vital  industry  that 
underpins  a quarter  of  the  world's  econ- 
omy and  is  part  of  the  lifeblood  of  any 
modem  society.  Airline  workers  have  the 
power  to  shut  the  industry  down.  But  the 
pro-capitalist  labor  tops  hide  behind  anti- 
labor  laws  like  the  Railway  Labor  Act  as 
an  excuse  to  head  off  class  struggle.  The 
key  lies  in  forging  a class-struggle  lead- 
ership that  understands  that  neither  the 
capitalist  politicians  nor  the  companies 
can  ever  represent  the  interests  of  work- 
ers— a union  leadership  that  understands 
that  the  power  of  workers  lies  in  their 
ability  to  bring  production  to  a halt. 

The  treachery  of  the  1AM  tops  has 
driven  many  United  mechanics  into  the 
arms  of  the  Aircraft  Mechanics  Frater- 
nal Association  (AMFA).  a craft  union 
which  has  already  unseated  the  lAM 
at  Northwest  and  Alaska  Airlines  by 
appealing  to  the  most  crass  craft  preju- 
dice among  the  highly  skilled  mechan- 
ics while  denouncing  the  lAM  leaders 
as  the  "paid-off  lapdogs"  of  manage- 
ment. Craft  divisions  feed  into  the 
unceasing  attempts  by  the  bosses  to  set 
one  work  group  against  another.  What 
airline  workers  need  is  a single  indus- 
trial union  of  all  workers — from  bag- 
gage handlers  to  pilots — at  all  compa- 
nies. which  would  facilitate  united, 
industry-wide  strike  action  to  defend 
jobs  and  extend  hard-fought  gains. 

continued  on  page  9 


United  Airlines 
mechanics  at 
San  Francisco 
International 
Airport.  United  is 
attempting  to 
impose  massive 
layoffs  and  wage 
cuts  to  restore 
airline’s  profit 
margins. 


short-term  belt-tightening  to  avoid  threat- 
ened layoffs. 

Today,  the  United  ESOP  scheme  ranks 
right  up  there  with  Enron  401(k)s  as  one 
of  the  largest  employee  stock  scams  ever. 
Workers  cannot  sell  their  shares  until  they 
leave  the  company.  The  value  of  a United 
share  at  its  high  point  in  late  1997  was 
over  $100;  today  it  hovers  at  $1.  One 
senior  United  mechanic  calculated  that 
he  had  lost  over  $20,000  in  wages  in 
2001  alone  as  a result  of  the  ESOP  con- 
cessions. His  ESOP  portfolio,  dating 
from  1994.  is  now  worth  about  $1,500. 
Under  Chapter  11.  the  employee  owner- 
ship stake  will  be  entirely  wiped  out. 

That  the  ESOP  fraud  only  serves  the 
capitalists  is  painfully  clear.  From  the 
beginning,  it  was  a set-up  to  extract 
wage  cuts  from  the  workforce  through 
appeals  to  its  responsibility  as  "owners." 
All  of  United's  major  rivals  lobbied 
hard  against  its  loan  application  before 
the  ATSB.  The  ATSB  decision,  im- 
posing even  more  draconian  cuts  on 
United's  workforce  by  forcing  the  com- 
pany into  bankruptcy,  exemplifies  the 
government’s  role  as  the  executive  com- 
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Chicago  Sun-Timc: 

United  flight  attendants  join  American  Airlines  picket  line  last  year. 
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British  Firefighters  vs. 
“New  Labour”  Union  Busters 


The  British  Fire  Brigades  Union  (FBU) 
went  out  on  strike  twice  last  month,  first 
for  two  days  and  then  for  eight  days.  With 
Tony  Blair’s  New  Labour  government 
deploying  thousands  of  troops  using 
antiquated  firefighting  equipment,  the 
London  Financial  Times  (25  November) 
insisted:  ’There  must  be  proper  prepara- 
tions for  a long  fire  strike ....  If  that  means 
limits  on  Britain’s  deployment  of  troops 
in  a new  Gulf  War,  so  be  it.  The  UK  will 
not  make  the  decisive  difference  between 
victory  and  defeat  In  Iraq,  and  this 
domestic  battle  is  too  important  to  be 
fought  with  one  hand  tied." 

FBU  leader  Andy  Gilchrist  called  off 
a second  eight-day  strike  that  was  to 
begin  on  December  4.  announcing  that 
the  union  would  submit  to  arbitration 
while  leaving  open  the  possibility  of 
another  eight-day  strike  scheduled  for 
December  16.  On  December  7.  some 
20,000  members  and  supporters  of  the 
FBU  rallied  in  London  in  the  largest  labor 
demonstration  there  in  a decade.  A com- 
mon theme  among  many  of  the  workers 
our  comrades  of  the  Spartacist  League/ 
Britain  spoke  to  was  their  hatred  of  the 
strikebreaking  Labour  government. 

Playing  to  such  sentiment,  Gilchrist 
declared  at  a November  30  meeting  of 
Labour  Party  leftists  that  he  was  “prepared 
to  work  to  replace  New  Labour  with  what 
I’m  prepared  to  call  Real  Labour."  But 
when  this  was  denounced  in  the  press  as  a 
call  to  “topple  New  Labour."  Gilchrist 
responded  with  a December  4 commentary 
in  the  London  Guardian,  stating: 

"The  task  of  those,  like  myself,  who  pas- 
sionately believe  in  strengthening  the 
link  between  the  party  and  unions.  i.s  being 
made  increasingly  difficult.  In  almost 
every  Labour-affiliated  union  the  call  is 
becoming  louder  to  weaken  the  links  and 
reduce  financial  support  to  the  Labour 
establishment.  This  demand  will  become 
impossible  to  counter  if  the  government 
continues  with  New  Labour’.s  project  of 
appeasing  big  business  while  distancing 
itself  from  the  unions." 

It  is  the  role  of  left-talking  union  lead- 
ers like  Gilchrist  to  .sell  their  membership 
the  lie  that  Labour  represents  the  inter- 
ests of  the  working  cla.ss.  Lately  this  is 
becoming  harder  as  Blair  drives  to  break 
the  party’s  reliance  on  the  unions  and  turn 
it  into  an  outright  capitalist  party,  like  the 
Democratic  Party  in  the  U.S.  Denouncing 
Gilchrist’s  initial  remarks,  one  govern- 
ment spokesman  fumed:  “He  said  that 
this  was  an  industrial  dispute.  Now  we 
see  it  for  what  it  really  is — a political  bat- 


tle about  the  future  direction  of  this  coun- 
try." The  government  would  like  the 
unions  to  be  politically  and  otherwise 
utterly  subordinate  to  the  will  of  the  cap- 
italists. To  wage  effective  struggle  in 
defense  of  the  workers’  interests,  the 
unions  must  have  a political  leadership, 
one  which  understands  that  the  interests 
of  labor  and  capital  are  counterposed. 

Outrageously,  the  FBU  leadership  has 
suspended  Bob  Pounder  from  his  post  as 
union  secretary  for  the  Greater  Manches- 
ter County  because  he  opposed  the  union 
leadership’s  decision  to  suspend  the  sec- 
ond eight-day  strike  and  go  to  arbitration. 


Pounder,  a supporter  of  the  Workers  Rev- 
olutionary Party  (WRP),  has  been  baited 
by  the  bourgeois  press,  which  went  into  a 
chauvinist  frenzy  over  the  fact  that  he  vis- 
ited Iraq.  Notwithstanding  our  political 
differences  with  the  WRP.  a group  which 
politically  supports  the  anti-worker  re- 
gime of  Saddam  Hussein,  and  which  sup- 
ported Labour  in  the  last  elections,  the 
SL/B  demands:  Reinstate  Bob  Pounder! 

The  need  for  a revolutionary  workers 
party  was  a centra)  question  addressed  by 
comrade  Eibhlin  McDonald  at  a Sparta- 
cist  League/Brilain  forum  in  London  on 
November  25.  The  meeting  was  also 
addressed  by  two  FBU  members.  Billy 
Camithers  and  Garrett  Brooks,  a member 
of  the  FBU’s  black  caucus,  and  featured 


a real  exchange  of  views  on  working- 
class  strategy.  Referring  to  the  govern- 
ment’s demand  for  cutbacks  and  speedup. 
Carruthers  told  the  audience,  "We’re  talk- 
ing about  pay,  they’re  talking  about 
cuts.  They  call  it  modernization.  Their 
modernization  agenda  takes  us  back  50 
years."  Voicing  a view  now  common 
among  trade  unionists,  he  added;  “We 
put  a re.solution  through  our  branch 
to  remove  our  political  fund  from  the 
Labour  Party....  What  we  said  is  not  only 
did  we  want  to  remove  it.  but  we  want  the 
whole  trade-union  movement  to  pull  the 
political  fund  and  use  it  somewhere  else." 


In  his  remarks.  Brooks  said:  “We  all 
remember  the  pictures  that  we  saw  of 
September  1 1 last  year,  when  New  York 
firefighters  were  running  into  a building 
to  .save  lives.  That’s  what  we  do:  we  don’t 
run  away,  we  go  in  to  try  to  save  lives. 
Last  year  we  were  heroes;  this  year  we 
are  called  criminals."  Brooks  also  took  up 
our  criticism  of  Gilchrist’s  acquie.scence 
to  a threatened  attack  on  the  picket  lines 
raised  in  a 19  November  SL/B  leaflet  dis- 
tributed to  striking  firefighters  and  others 
(see  WV  No.  792,  29  November).  Brooks 
said:  “I  had  a different  viewpoint  to  some 
of  your  members  and  that’s  about 
whether  the  army  should  cross  the  picket 
lines  and  take  our  fire  engines....  Now. 
my  view  and  the  view  of  many  firefight- 
ers is  simple.  We  agree  with  Andy 
Gilchrist....  The  army  can't  hope  to  com- 
pete in  using  our  equipment  and  doing  the 
same  job  we  do.” 

In  her  presentation,  which  we  publish 
below  in  edited  and  abridged  form,  com- 
rade McDonald  responded  to  Brooks’ 
argument  and  also  addressed  the  ques- 
tion of  the  trade-union  political  fund. 

* * * 

We  in  the  Spartacist  League  and  the 
International  Communist  League  are 
emphatically  for  a victory  to  the  FBU  in 
this  struggle.  We  think  a lot  depends  on 
it.  We  think  it  is  a battle  not  simply  for 
pay  for  the  FBU.  It  is  a battle  for  the 
entire  trade-union  movement  in  Britain. 
And  it’s  not  only  the  working  class  that 
has  a stake  in  it.  but — as  you  can  see  on 
the  picket  lines — so  do  all  the  oppressed 
layers  of  this  society. 

Immigrants,  minorities,  women — that’s 
where  the  support  is  coming  from  and 
that’s  something  that’s  very  similar  to 
the  1984-85  miners  strike.  And  the  tre- 
mendous support  the  FBU  is  getting 
from  the  public  i.s  a measure  of  the  depth 
of  hatred  for  the  Labour  government.  It 
is  an  outpouring  of  haired  by  everybody 


that’s  been  taking  it  in  the  neck  from  this 
government  for  so  long.  This  strike  has 
major  international  significance  as  well, 
precisely  because  it  has  the  capability 
to  hamper  the  war  preparations  against 
Iraq.  The  government  must  not  be 
allowed  to  break  the  back  of  the  FBU. 

One  of  the  things  wc  want  to  talk 
about  is  how  to  prevent  that  from  hap- 
pening and  how  to  get  the  victory  that 
the  FBU  needs.  Wc  think  the  govern- 
ment’s threat  to  break  the  FBU  picket 
lines  must  be  met  by  ma.ss  picket  lines. 
This  is  one  of  the  lessons  of  the  1977 
FBU  strike.  The  Labour  government  of 
the  day.  of  Jim  Callaghan,  had  their 
strikebreakers  repulsed  by  mass  picket 
lines  and  they  pulled  back. 

Our  second  point  is  that  the  Fire  Bri- 
gades Union  must  not  be  left  to  go  it 
alone  against  the  full  might  of  the  capi- 
talist state.  The  public  sector  unions — 
the  council  workers  union,  the  teachers, 
etc. — are  longing  to  give  this  govern- 
ment a kick  up  the  backside.  They  work 
for  incredibly  low  wages.  Part  of  the 
impact  of  the  defeat  of  the  miners  strike 
is  that  the  trade-union  movement  in  this 
country  was  weakened:  wages  and  living 
standards  have  been  really  driven  down. 
So  all  these  workers  should  be  mobilised 
on  the  FBU  picket  lines,  and  in  particu- 
lar. we  think,  the  Tube  [subway]  workers 
ought  to  be  out  on  strike. 

Calling  off  the  planned  strike  ballot  by 
tho.se  workers  was  really  a betrayal  by 
the  Rail.  Maritime  and  Transport  (RMT) 
union  leadership.  The  drivers’  solidarity 
with  the  firefighters  during  the  first  48- 
hour  strike  had  a tremendous  impact. 
The  situation  in  London  Underground 
today  is  that  drivers  are  being  forced 
against  their  will  to  drive  trains  into  the 
tunnels  knowing  that  it’s  not  safe  and 
knowing  that  their  class  duty  is  standing 
with  the  firefighters  on  strike.  Especially 
here  in  the  City  of  London,  to  shut  down 
the  transport  system  means  that  the 
financial  centre  of  British  imperialism 
cannot  function. 

There’s  another  point  I want  to  make 
about  council  workers  before  I move  on. 
A lot  of  union  jobs  have  been  contracted 
out  to  private  firms.  Those  workers  then 
work  for  even  less  wages  and  in  even 
worse  conditions  than  council  workers 
who.se  jobs  have  not  been  privatised,  and 
those  jobs  are  often  done  by  immigrants. 
This  proves  that  it  is  in  the  interest  of  the 
entire  trade-union  movement  to  take  up 
the  fight  for  equal  pay  for  equal  work, 
including  for  immigrants,  and  for  full 
citizenship  rights  for  all  immigrants. 

Union  “Letts”  Prop  Up 
New  Labour 

These  are  tactics  to  win  the  FBU  strike; 
mass  picket  lines  and  strikes  in  other 
unions.  The  tactics  of  a strike  are  not  very 
difficult  to  work  out.  It’s  not  rocket  sci- 
ence, as  any  firefighter  can  tell  you.  But 
the  real  question  is.  why  isn’t  it  happen- 
ing. and  that  is  a political  question.  And 
that  is  one  of  the  central  things  that  we 
want  to  address,  because  the  chief  obsta- 
cle to  winning  this  strike  is  illusions  and 
tics  to  Labour.  In  this  instance,  that  means 
ties  to  “Old  Labour."  Left-wing  union 
leaders,  such  as  RMT  head  Bob  Crow  and 
Andy  Gilchrist  and  the  others  who  have 
been  dubbed  the  “awkward  squad."  are 
simply  another  expression  of  the  left 
wing  of  Labour.  They  are  always  being 
vilified  by  Tony  Blair  and  the  capitalist 
press  simply  because  they  sometimes 
lead  their  unions  out  on  strike.  That’s 
where  the  Blairites  are  coming  from;  pure 
class  hatred  of  the  trade  unions.  But  our 
political  criticisms  of  these  leaders  arc 
based  on  their  ties  to  Labour. 
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November  14:  Picketing  firefighters  in  Berkshire  during  two-day  FBU  strike. 
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government. 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


The  question  of  our  attitude  to  Labour 
is  where  we  fundamentally  disagree.  It 
is  where  you  can  see  most  clearly  the 
distinction  between  us  and  the  other 
groups  on  the  left  which  you  might  be 
familiar  with — the  Socialist  Workers 
Party  (SWP).  Workers  Power.  Socialist 
Alliance.  Socialist  Party,  etc.  In  the  2001 
elections,  even  when  they  stood  their  own 
candidates,  the  Socialist  Alliance  (sup- 
ported by  the  SWP  and  Workers  Power) 
still  called  to  "vole  Labour  where  you 
must."  We  said  "No  vote  for  Labour!"  and 
you  can  bet  your  life  that  we  won't  be 
voting  for  them  next  time  around  either. 

Another  point  that  distinguishes  the 
Spartacist  League  is  that  we  don’t  think 
the  economic  demands  of  this  strike  can 
be  abstracted  from  the  broader  social 
questions  of  the  programme  that  we  fight 
for.  the  communist  programme.  We’re  not 
like  these  fake-left  groups  who  will  hold 
a meeting  about  the  Fire  Brigades  Union 
at  which  the  war  against  Iraq  is  not  men- 
tioned. Or  if  you  go  to  one  of  their  meet- 
ings about  the  war.  the  Fire  Brigades 
Union  is  not  mentioned.  You  go  to  a meet- 
ing about  the  unions,  and  racism  is  not 
mentioned.  You  go  to  a meeting  about 
racism,  and  the  trade  unions  are  not  men- 
tioned. We  think  that  those  issues  have  to 
be  linked  up  as  part  of  a single  struggle 
led  by  a revolutionary  party  against  the 
capitalist  .system  which  divides  workers. 

At  a Workers  Power  meeting  the  other 
night  on  the  FBU  strike,  two  strikers  from 
London’s  Euston  Station  were  present,  one 
of  whom  spoke  out  at  the  end  of  the  meet- 
ing to  say  that  he  personally  pays  his  polit- 
ical funds  to  a charity  and  will  never  in 
the  rest  of  his  life  vote  Labour  again. 
But  when  we  asked  the  Workers  Power 
speaker.  "What  about  you'?"  he  said,  oh  no. 
he  couldn’t  say  that  because  that  might 
bring  the  Tories  back  in  again.  So  this  is 
the  connection  between  groups  like  Work- 
ers Power’s  support  to  Labour  in  elections 
and  their  perspective  on  the  strike. 

Now.  on  Labour’s  threat  to  send  the 
army  across  the  picket  lines,  the  question 
that  we  disagree  on.  We  understand  that 
it  is  the  position  of  at  least  the  national 
executive  of  the  FBU  that  they  should 
not  try  to  stop  the  army  from  going 
across  picket  lines  to  seize  firefighting 
equipment  and  vehicles.  We  said  openly 
in  our  leaflet  that  we  disagree  with  Andy 
Gilchri.st  on  this.  First  of  all.  that’s  not 
about  saving  lives.  Everybody  knows 
that.  I think  even  Garrett  would  agree 
with  that.  Picket  lines  are  the  crucial 
weapon  of  the  trade-union  movement  in 
class  struggle.  That  is  how  the  trade- 
union  movement  was  built.  If  you  con- 
cede on  the  picket  line  question,  you 
may  as  well  concede  to  Tony  Blair — it 
opens  the  door  to  crushing  the  FBU. 

The  capitalist  state  consi.sts  at  its  core 
of  the  army,  the  police,  the  prison  service, 
the  courts,  etc.  We  do  not  accept  that  the 
police  are  part  of  the  workers  movement 
and  just  wage  earners  like  anybody  else. 
That’s  absolutely  not  true.  The  actual  role 
of  the  police  in  society  was  seen  most 
clearly  during  the  miners  strike,  when 
they  bloodied  not  only  the  miners  but 
their  families  and  their  villages  daily  for 
an  entire  year.  They  were  known  at  the 
time  as  Margaret  Thatcher’s  boot  boys. 

SturrocK/Network 


French  public  employees  at  Paris 
austerity  measures,  November  26. 

That's  what  the  state  is;  it  is  an  instrument 
of  class  oppression. 

The  military  top  brass  have  been  reluc- 
tant to  use  the  army  to  break  picket  lings 
in  the  FBU  strike.  TTiat  has  not  been  done 
in  Britain  since  the  General  Strike  in 
1926.  We  think  that  if  the  army  is  asked 
to  cross  picket  lines,  the  FBU  should 
appeal  to  the  soldiers  not  to  do  that, 
because  there  are  contradictions  within 
the  army,  including  even  the  professional 
army,  that  do  not  exist  within  the  police. 
There's  a class  contradiction  within  the 
army.  The  soldiers  are  drawn  from  the 
working  class.  They  absolutely  hate  the 
public  school  (as  elite  private  schools  are 
known  in  Britainl,  Sandhurst-educated 
officer  corps,  and  it’s  possible  to  use  that. 
The  soldiers  also  do  not  expect  that 
breaking  .strikes  is  part  of  their  job. 

But  there’s  another  point  that  can  be 
made  about  this.  It  is  not  normally  state 
repression  that  is  used  to  break  strikes  in 
Britain.  Trotsky  said  that  in  Britain  you 
have  an  outer  policeman  and  an  inner 
policeman,  and  the  inner  policeman  is 
Labour  and  .social  democracy,  and  they 
have  succeeded  in  most  cases  in  selling 
out  workers  struggles.  So  it’s  not  always 
necessary  for  them  to  use  naked  slate 
repression. 

Defence  of  Iraq  Against 
Imperialist  Attack 

On  the  question  of  how  to  stop  the  war 
against  Iraq,  our  position  is  for  defence 
of  Iraq  against  imperialist  attack  without 
giving  an  iota  of  political  support  to  Sad- 
dam Hussein.  The  best  mechanism  for 
fighting  for  defence  of  Iraq  is  through 
class  struggle  at  home.  The  connections 
we  make  between  class  struggle  at  home 
and  opposition  to  war  are  much  easier  to 
make  in  the  case  of  the  Fire  Brigades 
strike.  You  have  the  defence  chief  com- 
plaining that  a demoralized  army  cannot 
fight  on  two  fronts.  If  they  keep  19,0(X) 
soldiers  for  breaking  the  FBU  strike, 
then  this  hinders  their  attempts  to  wage 
war  against  Iraq.  We  think  that  is  a good 
thing.  The  semicolonial  masses  of  Iraq 
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demonstration  against  government 


and  the  working  people  and  oppressed  of 
this  country  have  a common  enemy  in 
the  Labour  government  and  the  capitalist 
class  in  this  country  and  also,  of  course, 
in  the  United  States. 

It’s  worth  noting  that  when  over 
400,(XX)  people  demonstrated  against  the 
war  here  in  London  on  September  28. 
nobody  in  the  military  establishment  or  the 
government  batted  an  eyelid,  because 
while  it’s  very  good  to  show  the  level  of 
opposition  against  the  war.  demonstrations 
by  themselves  don't  wield  any  social 
power.  Trade  unions  such  as  the  FBU  have 
social  power,  and  that  really  does  cause 
major  concern  about  the  war  preparations. 

I just  want  to  make  a point  about  the 
SWP-led  Stop  the  War  Coalition.  The 
purpose,  the  perspective  and  programme 
of  the  groups  that  built  the  Stop  the  War 
Coalition  is  for  unity  not  only  with  bish- 
ops and  the  mosques  and  the  liberals, 
but  above  all  with  the  left-wing  Labour 
MPs  [Members  of  Parliament!  Jeremy 
Corbin  and  Tony  Benn,  etc.  It  ought  to 
be  not  too  dilTicuit  to  work  out  that  unity 
with  these  Labour  MPs  will  not  and  can- 
not slop  war.  The  Labour  lefts  as  much 
as  the  right  wing  of  the  Labour  Party  are 
tied  to  the  system  of  capitalism,  and 
imperialist  war  is  intrinsic  to  capitalism. 

It’s  important  to  understand  politically 
that  national  chauvinism,  pro-war  senti- 
ment, and  what  was  called  the  "Falk- 
lands  factor"  in  the  1982  war  with  Argen- 
tina are  used  as  a club  to  beat  the  trade 
unions  with  now.  as  it  was  used  back 
then.  Returning  soldiers  from  the  Falk- 
lands  hung  a sign  over  the  side  of  a ship 
directed  against  striking  rail  workers, 
saying  call  off  the  rail  strike  or  we’ll  call 
an  air  strike.  We  call  for  British  troops 
out  of  Northern  Ireland,  out  of  the  Near 
East  and  out  of  Afghanistan. 

The  domestic  side  of  the  "war  on  ter- 
ror” is  pretty  clear  to  most  people  by 
now.  It’s  a racist  witchhunt  against  immi- 
grants and  against  British  minorities,  tar- 
getting  blacks  and  particularly  Asians. 
The  ultimate  target  of  the  “war  on  terror" 
is  the  trade-union  movement.  That  is 


ultimately  what’s  considered  to  be  the 
"enemy  within." 

Under  Tony  Blair,  the  Labour  Party  is 
being  converted  into  something  like  the 
DemtKralic  Party  in  the  United  Stales, 
which  is  an  outright  capitalist  party.  Lenin 
described  the  Labour  Party  as  a bourgeois 
workers  party,  with  an  enormous  working- 
class  base  but  a pro-capitalist  leadership 
and  programme.  To  what  extent  Blair  has 
succeeded  in  that  process  of  conversion  is 
being  tested  right  now. 

Another  area  where  we  vehemently 
disagree  with  Andy  Gilchrist  and  Bob 
Crow  and  with  the  rest  of  the  left  is  that 
the  trade  unions  should  continue  to  fund 
New  Labour.  That’s  like  asking  workers 
to  fight  with  one  hand  tied  behind  their 
back,  and  it’s  fairly  obscene.  To  continue 
funding  the  organisation  that’s  threaten- 
ing to  crush  you  is  not  very  appealing. 
It’s  noticeable  that  on  the  picket  lines — 
and  apparently  in  union  branch  meetings 
from  what  I’m  told — there  are  passionate 
discussions  over  this  question.  The  Fire 
Brigades  Union  was  one  of  the  unions 
that  began  the  process  of  cutting  off 
funds  to  New  Labour.  They  were  in  the 
vanguard  of  it,  as  was  the  RMT, 

And  once  again,  the  so-called  socialists 
have  come  out  to  the  right  of  the  gut  feel- 
ing of  most  of  the  workers  within  the 
unions.  Through  the  Socialist  Alliance, 
the  SWP  and  Workers  Power  have  echoed 
and  supported  the  position  of  Andy  Gil- 
christ and  Bob  Crow — that  it’s  okay  to 
open  up  the  political  fund  to  give  a little 
bit  of  support  here  and  there  but  that  they 
fundamentally  must  not  break  the  lies 
with  New  Labour. 

There’s  another  group  which  does  say 
that  you  should  break  the  ties  with  New 
Labour,  which  is  the  Socialist  Party  of 
Peter  Taaffe.  They  are  also  a Labourite 
group;  they  simply  play  their  hand  a little 
bit  differently.  They  say  the  unions 
should  stop  funding  New  Labour  and 
build  another  mass  workers  party.  It 
would  be  based  on  the  trade  unions,  but 
it  should  be  led  by  the  existing  left- 
wing  trade-union  leaders.  They  have 
even  called  for  such  a party  to  be  led  by 
Ken  Livingstone,  of  all  people. 

We’re  no  fans  of  Ken  Livingstone. 
When  he  got  the  job  as  mayor  of  London 
he  appointed  a man  called  Bob  Kiley,  a 
former  CIA  officer  and  a notorious 
union-buster  from  the  New  York  subway, 
as  his  man  in  charge  of  the  Underground. 
Livingstone  supported  the  war  against 
Serbia.  Yesterday,  he  called  for  women 
who  are  begging  in  the  Tubes  to  be 
arrested  and  their  children  to  be  put  into 
government  care.  And  in  case  you  didn’t 
gel  the  picture  of  what  Ken  Livingstone 
is  like,  he  also  called  yesterday  for  the 
Fire  Brigades  to  accept  the  "modernisa- 
tion" agenda.  So  that  will  give  you  an 
idea  of  what  kind  of  mass  workers  parly 
the  Socialist  Party  would  like  to  create. 

We  make  the  point  that  Old  Labour  has 
always  loyally  served  Queen  and  Country. 
Labour  supported  British  imperialism 
through  two  world  wars.  They  supported 
the  United  States  in  the  1950-53  war 
against  the  North  Korean  deformed  work- 
ers state,  a war  whose  ultimate  targets 
were  China  and  the  Soviet  Union.  They 
continued  on  page  9 
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Left:  Striking  Leeds  miners  battle  scabs,  cops  in  August  1964.  Spartacist 
League/Britain  fought  for  class-struggle  solidarity  with  heroic  1984-85 
miners  strike  against  union-busting  Thatcher  government. 
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Japan:  Abolish  the  Monarchy 
— For  a Workers  Republic! 


We  prim  below  a translation  of  an 
article  from  Spartacist  No.  26  (Septem- 
ber 2002).  publication  of  the  Spartacist 
Group  Japan,  section  of  the  International 
Communist  League. 


The  debale  over  whether  or  not  a 
female  heir  can  ascend  to  the  imperial 
throne,  intensified  after  the  birth  of  the 
“royal  baby"  last  December,  has  brought 
together  supposedly  diverse  elements, 
ranging  from  the  anti-woman,  ultra- 
nationalist [Prime  Minister]  Koizumi  to 
bourgeois  feminists  to  Doi  Takako,  leader 
of  the  Social  Democratic  Party  [SDPj. 
This  thoroughly  reactionary  debate  has 
nothing  to  do  with  “gender  equality."  as 
anyone  who  lives  in  this  deeply  en- 
trenched and  revollingly  male  chauvinist 
society  should  know.  Rather  it  is  about 
how  best  to  salvage  the  “imperial  house- 
hold" and  recast  the  blood-stained 
emperor  system  as  a “monarchy  for  the 
masses.”  If  word  of  this  debate  were  to 
reach  Kanno  Suga.  executed  by  the  gov- 
ernment in  191 1 [for  plotting  to  assassi- 
nate the  emperorj.  she  would  be  writhing 
in  her  grave. 

It  was  under  the  name  of  the  emperor 
that  Japanese  imperialism  and  its  military 
committed  monstrous  crimes  during  the 
Pacific  War  [World  War  Il[ — the  Nanjing 
Massacre,  the  Nazi-like  biological  mili- 
tary Unit  73 1 . the  brutal  colonization  and 
subjugation  of  half  the  Asian  continent, 
the  enslavement  of  the  ianfu  (comfort 
women)  and  forced  laborers,  and  the 
massive  roundups  and  imprisonment  of 
burakumin  [descendants  of  feudal-era 
outcasts]  and  the  heroic  men  and  women 
of  this  country  who  fought  against  social 
injustice.  We  call  for  the  abolition  of  this 
reactionary  institution  and  the  establish- 
ment of  a workers  republic. 

It  doesn't  matter  if  the  monarch’s  chro- 
mosomes are  XY  or  XX — the  emperor 
system  is  a feudal  anachronism  that 
should  have  been  swept  away  a long  time 
ago.  Its  ideological  purpose  is  as  a popu- 
lar focus  for  national  chauvinism  and 
reaction.  Only  in  a country  where  women 
are  so  oppressed  would  any  woman  find 
the  prospect  of  an  empress  appealing.  One 
need  only  look  at  Britain  which  has  a 


queen  to  see  that  gender  is  no  impediment 
to  the  ruthless  pursuit  of  the  imperialist, 
anti-working-class  goals  of  the  British 
capitalist  class.  In  this  country,  women’s 
oppression  is  deeply  intertwined  with  the 
perpetuation  of  the  emperor  system, 
whose  purpose  is  to  sanctify  social  and 
sexual  hierarchy,  the  family,  private  prop- 
erty and  the  “glory"  of  the  Japanese  stale. 

If  the  emperor  system  were  abol- 
ished, women  would  still  not  be  liberated. 
We  would  still  have  a capitalist  system 
in  which  women  are  oppressed.  The  ever- 
present degradation,  inequalities  and  su- 
perstitions that  target  women  can  only  be 
rooted  out  by  a workers  revolution  that 
dislodges  the  capitalists  and  their  kings 
{or  queens)  and  places  the  proletariat  in 
power.  That’s  why  we  fight  for  socialist 
revolution.  The  fight  for  women's  rights 
goes  hand  in  hand  with  the  .struggles  of 
the  organized  working  class  as  a whole 
against  an  exploiting  class  that  considers 
its  rule  an  “immutable  right."  The  tremen- 
dous wealth  in  this  country  is  produced 
by  the  sweat  and  toil  of  its  working  peo- 
ple— both  female  and  male.  Those  who 
labor  must  rule! 

Rallying  Symbol  for  Reaction 

The  overriding  concern  of  the  ruling 
class  is  that  in  the  last  few  decades  only 
daughters  have  been  born  to  the  imperial 
family.  Journalist  Keiko  Talsuta  bluntly 
summed  up  the  anxiety;  “If  no  boys  are 
bom  in  the  future,  the  Imperial  Household 
itself  would  theoretically  no  longer  exist" 
{Japan  Times.  24  November  2001).  It  is 
not  just  for  ideological  purposes  that  the 
emperor  system  is  important  for  Japanese 
capitalism.  The  monarchy  has  always 
been  the  bourgeoisie’s  favored  institution 
in  periods  of  social  turmoil.  The  leaders 
of  the  Meiji  Restoration  used  the  emperor 
as  a “divine  umbrella"  to  legitimize  their 
rule.  After  Japan’s  defeat  in  the  Pacific 
War.  the  emperor  system  was  preserved 
through  a bargain  between  the  Japanese 
ruling  class  and  the  U.S.  occupation 
forces  for  the  single  purpose  of  clamping 
down  on  working-class  struggle  at  a time 
when  social  revolution  was  a real  possi- 
bility. Today,  in  the  midst  of  mass  unem- 
ployment, welfare  cuts  and  homelessness, 
privatizations  and  an  increasingly  strong 
slate  mounting  an  offensive  to  remilita- 
rize the  country,  the  continued,  orches- 


February  1994: 
Japanese  nurses 
protest  overtime, 
staff  shortages 
and  subsidy  cuts, 
demand  better 
health  care  for  all. 


trated  “royal  baby  watch"  is  intended  to 
unite  the  nation  around  a common  cause. 

The  emperor  system  is  not  merely  an 
affront  to  the  proletariat  of  this  country 
and  Asia.  According  to  the  constitution, 
the  emperor’s  role  is  .supposedly  limited 
to  such  things  as  acting  as  udvi.ser  and 
spokesman  for  the  ruling  class,  performing 


ponenl  in  suppressing  working-class 
anger  and  opposition  to  this  feudal  rem- 
nant. Since  its  inception  as  the  Japan 
Socialist  Parly,  the  SDP  has  embraced 
this  reactionary  institution,  ending  its 
founding  conference  in  1 945  with  the 
three  banzai  shouts  [“Long  live  the 
emperor!"].  In  April  200 1 in  the  .shadow 


Women  employees  bow  to  businessman  at  typical  Tokyo  reception,  symboliz 
ing  intense  male  chauvinism  in  Japan. 


certain  functions  of  stale  like  putting  his 
"divine"  seal  of  approval  on  a new  prime 
minister.  The  existence  of  these  limits 
obscures  the  real  danger  to  the  proletariat 
the  monarchy  could  once  again  become. 
In  recent  years,  the  emperor  has  been  act- 
ing more  and  more  like  the  head  of  stale, 
and  several  attempts  have  been  made  to 
bring  back  laws  against  lese  rnajeste.  The 
emperor  system  is  the  rallying  cry  of  the 
fascislic  and  miliiari.slic  right  wing,  who 
have  become  more  emboldened  since  offi- 
cial recognition  of  the  hinomaru  and 
kimigayo  (flag  and  anthem],  both  symbols 
of  the  emperor  and  imperial  Japan.  In  any 
deep  future  crisis  of  the  bourgeois  order, 
the  emperor  would  be  wielded  as  a but- 
tress to  reactionary  mobilizations  and  a 
sign  of  “legitimacy"  for  a government  of 
extreme  reaction. 


of  the  crown  princess’s  pregnancy, 
the  SDP  leadership  met.  whereby  “Doi 
Takako  look  a positive  posture  toward  a 
female  emperor  on  the  basis  of  gender 
equality.  However,  within  the  party,  this 
question  is  not  completely  resolved" 
(Women's  Information,  January  2002). 
What  was  resolved  eight  months  later  was 
“to  send  congratulations  on  the  birth  of  a 
child  who  has  been  anticipated.  We  hope 
for  her  healthy  growth." 

When  the  Communist  Party  thought 
they  had  an  opportunity  to  administer  a 
capitalist  Japan  in  1 998.  they  revised  their 
long-held  position  of  opposition  to  the 
emperor  system.  As  reported  in  the  Japan 
Press  Weekly  (8  December  2001).  “JCP 
Secretariat  Head  Ichida  Tadayoshi  said. 
'Parliament  can  give  a congratulatory 


The  Left  and  the  Emperor  System 

The  politics  of  the  reformist  left  con- 
sists of  oppositional  activity  within  the 
framework  of  bourgeois  society,  charac- 
terized by  Trotsky  as  “the  training  of  the 
masses  to  become  imbued  with  the  invio- 
lability of  the  bourgeois  state."  The  em- 
peror system  continues  unimpeded  by  the 
fake  left  in  this  country.  The  primary  re- 
sponsibility for  this  lies  with  the  SDP 
and  Communist  Party  (JCP).  both  mass 
bourgeois-workers  parties  with  a pro- 
capitalist  leadership  and  program,  and  a 
predominantly  working-class  member- 
ship. As  part  of  their  general  commitment 
to  capitalism,  they  help  prop  up  this  sym- 
bol ol  privilege.  When  Hirohito  [emperor 
during  World  War  II  [ died  in  1989,  Doi 
Takako  signed  the  condolence  book  and 
attended  the  funeral.  In  the  summer  of 
2000,  JCP  leader  Fuwa  sent  condolences 
on  the  death  of  the  Empress  Dowager 
because  they  grew  up  during  the  same 
years!  Loyal  opposition  parties  indeed. 

The  SDP  and  JCP’s  shameless  accep- 
tance of  the  emperor  system  is  a key  com- 


April  2002:  Prime  Minister  Koizumi, 
led  by  Shinto  priest,  visits  chauvinist 
memorial  to  Japanese  imperialist 
soldiers. 
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message  as  a form  of  courtesy  on  a festive 
event  of  the  family  which  is  referred  to 
as  the  symbol  of  the  state  by  the  Consti- 
tution.... The  JCP  envisages  a future  in 
which  the  Tenno  lemperor]  .system  will 
end  based  on  the  people’s  consensus. 
At  the  present,  the  JCP  is  committed  to 
defending  every  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion!" This  was  echoed  by  party  head  Shii 
a few  days  later  when  he  said.  "The  birth 
of  any  new  life  is  equally  delightful" 
(tVwwen’.r  Information,  January  2002). 
Sharing  in  the  so-called  democratic  hap- 
piness over  a new  life  is  quite  a bitter  pill 
to  swallow  for  its  membership,  which 
understands  well  that  all  life  is  hardly 
equal  in  a capitalist  society. 

Bourgeois  Panic  over 
Falling  Marriage,  Birth  Rates 

Hirohiio’s  death  was  like  a gift  for 
the  imperial  family,  lifting  it  from  its 
"tainted”  history.  Today,  it  is  presented 
as  the  "nation’s  first  family,  united  with 
the  people  in  warmth  and  affection."  No 
longer  surrounded  by  the  aura  of  divinity, 
the  imperial  family  is  supposed  to  mir- 
ror a "modem,  democratic,  middle-class 
Japan."  Now  we  are  being  saturated  with 
news  stories  about  the  royal  family  as  if 
they  lived  in  the  neighboring  apartment 
complex,  or  the  three-generation  house 
next  door. 

The  Empress  Michiko  is  portrayed  as 
a "commoner"  who  raised  her  own  chil- 
dren and  "assumed  some  of  the  typical 
duties  of  a housewife."  Princess  Masako, 
a "Harvard  educated  woman  who  gave  up 
her  career  to  settle  down  and  have  a fam- 
ily," is  held  up  as  a role  model  for  women 
who  are  increasingly  postponing  both 
marriage  and  having  children.  This  is  the 
borrowed  womb  (women  whose  "func- 
tion" is  to  produce  an  heir]  and  good  wife/ 
wise  mother  recast  for  the  21st  century. 

The  police  crackdown  on  high  school 
girls  hanging  out  in  Shibuya  and  Ike- 
bukuro  [districts  of  Tokyo),  the  media 
.smear  campaign  against  young  women, 
labeling  them  as  selfish  "parasite  sin- 
gles." the  stigma  and  laws  against  illegit- 
imate children,  the  one  surname  per  fam- 
ily rule,  the  refusal  to  give  pensions  to 
divorced  women,  the  cutting  of  subsidies 
for  single  mothers  are  all  frontal  assaults 
against  women  in  an  attempt  to  bolster 
the  sanctity  of  the  nuclear  family  for  the 
"good  of  the  nation." 

With  the  lowest  birthrate  of  almost 
any  nation,  the  population  agency  in  the 
Health.  Labor  and  Welfare  Ministry  has 
been  working  overtime,  churning  out 
.scare  stories  that  within  100  years  the 
population  of  Japan  would  not  even  fill 
the  Tokyo  Dome  (baseball  park).  A recent 
survey  found  that  more  than  half  the 
women  in  their  20s  are  not  married,  and 
have  no  plans  to  do  so,  prompting  Cabi- 
net Secretary  "Japan  must  go  nuclear" 
Fukuda  to  promote  the  recent  marriage 
of  teenage  pop  diva  Utada  Hikaru  by 
saying.  "We  want  lots  of  people  to  get 
married  and  have  many  children"  (BBC. 
6 September). 

Responding  to  the  government's  hys- 
teria. the  local  government  of  Aji.  a small 
town  in  Kagawa  Prefecture,  has  started 
organizing  (marriage  introductions! 
to  deal  with  its  dwindling  population. 
Chibu  in  Shimane  Prefecture  was  the  first 
village  to  begin  a "cash  for  babies"  pro- 
gram. In  the  early  1990s  they  began  offer- 
ing ten  calves  to  every  farming  family  that 
had  a child.  Around  the  .same  lime,  Ka- 
wano  in  Fukui  Prefecture  instituted  its 
"give  birth  and  nurture  incentive  pro- 
gram." which  offers  100.000  yen  (about 
$800]  for  the  first  and  second  children,  ¥1 
million  for  the  third  and  a whopping  ¥1.5 
million  for  each  subsequent  child.  The 
program  notes  that  if  a couple  "produces" 
15  children,  they  would  be  entitled  to  more 
than  ¥19  million.  We  note,  that  is  if  the 
couple  can  find  the  energy  to  do  so  after 
being  almost  karoshi-ed  (overworked]  to 
death,  and  if  they  can  find  the  privacy  for 
those  few  moments  of  intimacy  that  are  so 
sorely  lacking  for  most  families  in  this 
country.  Not  surprisingly,  the  instigator 
of  this  program,  which  is  reminiscent  of 
World  War  II  campaign  slogans  to  pro- 
create. was  formerly  in  the  kempeitai  (pre- 
war military  thought-police]. 
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The  JCP  jumped  on  this  reactionary 
baby  bandwagon  in  1999  when  they  an- 
nounced that  a high  birthrate  is  an  index 
of  social  equality  for  women.  The  next 
year  they  noted  that  their  “proposal  for 
economic  reforms  to  correct  ’capitalism 
without  rules’  is  closely  connected  with 
the  task  of  overcoming  the  ‘low  birth- 
rates’" ("Draft  Resolution  of  the  22nd 
Congress  of  the  Japanese  Communist 
Party."  2000).  We  wonder  whether  their 
next  step  will  be  to  hand  out  "medals  for 
motherhood."  just  like  Joseph  Stalin  did. 

Decisions  concerning  whether  to  marry 
or  not.  to  have  children  or  not.  the  sex  of 
one’s  companion  or  who  one  sleeps  with 
are  individual  and  consensual  matters, 
and  none  of  the  government’s  nor  the 
JCP's  business.  What  is  needed  is  the 
teaching  of  reproductive  biology  in  the 
schools;  education  on  AIDS;  free,  safe 
birth  control  for  all  who  want  it;  free.  24- 
hour  day-care  centers  and  nursing  care 
for  the  elderly;  free  education  and  a liv- 
ing stipend  for  all  students;  and  afford- 
able housing.  These  are  transitional 
demands,  most  of  which  will  not  be  met 
under  capitalism,  but  are  a bridge  be- 
tween today's  conditions  and  the  con- 
sciousness of  wide  layers  of  the  working 
class  which  lead  to  one  final  conclusion: 
the  conquest  of  power  by  the  proletariat. 

Women's  Oppression  and 
Class  Society 

Women’s  oppression  is  rooted  in  the 
institution  of  the  family  and  has  been  a 
feature  of  all  class  societies.  The  family  is 
a key  social  unit  for  the  maintenance  of 
capitalism.  For  the  capitalists,  the  family 
provides  the  basis  for  passing  on  accumu- 
lated wealth.  And  where  there  is  no  prop- 
erly to  pass  on.  the  institutionalized  fam- 
ily serves  to  raise  the  next  generation  of 
workers,  care  for  the  sick  and  aged,  and 
instill  conservative  social  values  and  obe- 
dience to  authority.  It  is  the  family — and 
the  necessity  to  control  sexual  access  to 
the  woman  to  ensure  that  the  man  knows 
who  his  real  heir  is — which  generates  the 
morality  codified  in  and  reinforced  by 
religion.  It  is  the  family  that  throughout 
a woman's  life  gives  definition  to  her 
oppressed  state:  as  daughter,  as  wife,  as 
mother.  As  19th  century  revolutionary 
Friedrich  Engels  wrote  in  The  Origin  of 
the  Family.  Private  Pn)perty  and  the  State 
(1884):  "The  overthrow  of  mother  right 
was  the  world  historical  defeat  of  the 
female  sex.  The  man  took  command  In 
the  home  also;  the  woman  was  degraded 
and  became  a mere  instrument  for  the 
production  of  children." 

Engels  went  on  to  explain  that  "the  first 
premise  for  the  emancipation  of  women  is 
the  reinlroduction  of  the  entire  female  sex 
into  public  industry.”  For  genuine  com- 
munists. the  rate  of  women’s  participa- 
tion in  the  labor  force  is  a real  index  of 
their  social  status,  and  the  higher  the  bet- 
ter. We  understand  and  appreciate  that  the 
social  conditions  under  which  working 
people  live  are  determined  in  struggle 
against  the  capitalist  class.  The  fight  for 
the  full  integration  of  women  into  the 
workforce  is  literally  a life  and  death 
que.stion  for  the  Japanese  working  class, 
which  is  either  unemployed,  literally 
working  itself  to  death,  or  committing 
karojisatsu  [suicide  brought  on  by  too 
much  overtime].  Women  and  minority  and 
immigrant  laborers  are  a key  ally  in  the 
fight  for  a shorter  work  week. 

Among  the  results  of  a union  mis- 
leadership  that  won’t  fight  for  women’s 
rights  are  weak  unions  that  don’t  defend 
any  of  their  members  and  an  uncontested 
misogyni.st  climate  in  stKiety  as  a whole. 
The  leadership  of  all  three  union  federa- 
tions has  refused  to  fight  against  the 
exclusion  of  women  and  minorities  from 
full-time  employment  in  major  industries. 
They  also  refuse  to  organize  part-time, 
non-lifetime  and  so-called  contingent 
workers,  all  of  whom  are  predominantly 
female.  Women  comprise  less  than  20  per- 
cent of  the  union  membership  in  this 
country,  and  less  than  5 percent  of  the 
executive  union  posts.  In  desperation,  sev- 
eral separate  women's  unions  have  been 
formed,  only  further  dividing  and  weak- 
ening the  working  class. 

The  only  effective  response  to  the  cap- 
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U.S.  imperialist  butcher  General 
Douglas  MacArthur  with  Emperor 
Hirohito  during  post-World  War  II 
American  occupation  of  Japan. 

italists’  offensive  is  united  class  struggle, 
mobilizing  the  broadest  ranks  of  labor  in 
the  interest  of  all  workers.  We  fight  to 
organize  the  unorganized,  unionize  all 
"non-regular."  minority  and  immigrant 
workers  into  common  industrial  unions 
that  would  fight  for  the  full  integration  of 
women  into  the  workforce;  for  equal  pay 
for  equal  work:  and  for  equal  access  to 
free  technical  training  and  job  upgrading. 

The  1917  Russian  Revolution: 
Committed  to  Full  Social 
Equality  for  Women 

The  I9I7  October  Revolution  was  the 
first — and  to  date  the  only — successful 
socialist  revolution  in  history.  After  the 
working  class  seized  power  in  its  own 
name  led  by  the  Bolshevik  Party,  the 
new  Soviet  government  under  Lenin  and 
Trotsky  look  immediate  steps  to  alleviate 
the  oppression  of  women.  The  aim  of  the 
Soviet  legislation  was  the  replacement  of 
the  nuclear  family  as  a social  and  eco- 
nomic unit  through  the  socialization  of 
household  labor  and  the  equalization  of 
educational  and  vocational  opportunities. 
These  two  goals  were  key  to  the  under- 
mining of  the  capitalist  social  order  and  to 
the  construction  of  a new  society.  The 
government  took  steps  toward  replacing 
women's  household  drudgery  by  setting 
up  cafeterias,  laundries,  and  childcare 
centers  to  allow  women  to  enter  produc- 
tive employment. 

Illegitimacy  was  abolished  in  law. 
eliminating  discrimination  against  chil- 
dren bom  outside  of  marriage  and  freeing 
mothers  from  the  burden  of  a double 
standard  which  had  punished  them  for 
the  consequences  of  having  had  the  child. 
Subsequent  legislation  declared  marriage 
to  be  a contract  between  free  and  equal 
individuals  that  could  be  dissolved  at 
the  request  of  either  partner,  eliminated 
all  discrimination  against  homosexu- 
als. established  hundreds  of  institutions 
devoted  to  the  care  of  mothers  and  chil- 
dren (at  no  cost),  made  abortion  legal,  free 
and  available  on  demand,  assured  equal 
pay  for  equal  work,  and  opened  up 
unheard  of  opportunities  for  women  in 


industry,  the  professions,  the  party  and 
government.  Thousands  of  schools  were 
opened  to  women  for  the  first  time  on  the 
basis  of  preferential  admissions.  These 
sweeping  gains  were  possible  because  the 
working  class  expropriated  the  properly 
of  the  capitalists  and  established  a 
planned,  collectivized  economy. 

The  Bolsheviks  were  limited  in  what 
they  could  actually  implement  in  the  way 
of  replacing  the  functions  of  the  family 
by  collective  social  institutions  in  a rela- 
tively backward  country,  mainly  peasant 
in  its  composition,  which  had  been  mate- 
rially devastated  by  World  War  I and  the 
ensuing  civil  war.  Still,  their  example 
points  the  way  to  what  could  be  accom- 
plished under  the  rule  of  the  proletariat  in 
a far  more  economically  and  technologi- 
cally advanced  country  like  Japan. 

The  October  Russian  Revolution  has 
been  undone  and  its  gains  destroyed.  Sur- 
rounded and  pounded  by  the  imperialists 
for  seven  decades,  the  Soviet  Union  was 
destroyed  by  capitalist  counterrevolution 
in  1 99 1 -92.  We  fought  for  unconditional 
military  defense  of  the  USSR  against 
imperialist  attack  and  internal  counterrev- 
olution up  until  the  very  last  barricade. 
The  responsibility  for  the  Soviet  counter- 
revolution lies  primarily  with  the  Stalinist 
bureaucracy  which  usurped  political 
power  from  the  working  class  in  1923-24 
and  betrayed  the  revolutionary  purpose  of 
Lenin  and  Trotsky’s  Bolshevik  Party  and 
the  revolutionary  Communist  Interna- 
tional that  they  founded.  Not  the  least  of 
the  Stalinists’  crimes  were  the  glorifica- 
tion of  the  family  and  the  reversal  of 
many  gains  for  women.  We  called  for  a 
proletarian  political  revolution  to  oust  the 
Stalinist  bureaucracy  and  return  to  the 
road  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky. 

The  Struggle  for  an 
Egalitarian  Socialist  World 

The  woman  question  is  a lever  for  rev- 
olution. The  liberation  of  women  is  cen- 
tral to  our  program  and  we  consider  the 
question  of  women's  participation  in  the 
revolutionary  struggle  as  a strategic  ques- 
tion. In  short,  this  means  that  without  the 
participation  of  women,  without  women 
leading  and  organizing  the  work  and  the 
struggles,  the  working  class  and  its  revo- 
lutionary party  would  fail  in  its  historic 
tasks. 

Liberating  women  from  family  servi- 
tude and  the  myriad  of  feudally  derived 
traditions  tied  to  the  continued  existence 
of  the  emperor  system  is  a central  task  of 
a Japanese  workers  republic.  The  emanci- 
pation of  women  requires  a socialist  rev- 
olution and  the  creation  of  a planned 
economy  in  which  women  will  have  full 
access  to  participation  in  the  productive 
forces  of  society,  and  the  institution  of  the 
family  will  be  replaced  with  collective 
childcare  and  housework.  Marxists  fight 
to  rip  the  means  of  production  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  capitalists  in  order  to  put 
them  at  the  service  of  the  needs  of  the 
working  people  who  create  the  wealth. 
The  program  of  communism  is  for  a 
classless  society  in  which  the  family  is 
transcended  by  superior  sexual  and  social 
relations  which  will  be  free  of  moral 
or  economic  coercion.  Our  slogan  is: 
"For  women's  liberation  through  social- 
ist revolution!" 

For  new  October  Revolutions  to  free 
the  working  class  from  the  tyranny  of 
capital — and  the  monarchy  !■ 
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December  6:  Fiat  auto  workers  block  train  station  in  Torino,  part  of  nationwide 
demonstrations  and  strikes  against  announced  mass  layoffs. 

Fiat  Workers 
Fight  to  Save 
Their  Jobs 


The  following  is  an  edited  version 
of  a report  by  a comrade  from  the 
Lego  Trotskista  d 'Italia,  section  of  the 
International  Communist  League,  on  a 
November  2H  strike  and  rally  by  Fiat 
workers  near  Milano,  part  of  an 
ongoing  struggle  against  layoffs  and 
plant  closures.  Since  the  report  was 
written,  tens  of  thousands  of  Fiat 
workers  across  Italy  engaged  in  fur- 
ther protest  on  December  6.  blocking 
roads  and  picketing  factories. 

Lasl  Thursday,  workers  al  the  Alfa 
Romeo  auto  plant  in  Arese  organ- 
ized a one-day  strike.  Alfa  is  part 
of  Fiat  and  the  plant  is  threatened  to 
be  closed  down  in  December,  with 
all  workers  laid  off.  On  October  10. 

Fiat,  which  directly  and  through 
related  industries  employs  some  7 per- 
cent of  Italy's  working  population, 
announced  layoffs  of  thousands  of 
workers,  affecting  almost  all  Its 
plants  in  Italy  as  well  as  plants  in 
Argentina.  Brazil  and  Poland.  Par- 
ticularly in  southern  Italy,  the  eco- 
nomic impact  of  closing  down  the 
only  jobs  in  some  areas  will  be  cata- 
strophic. As  one  worker  at  the  Termini 
Imerese  plant  in  Sicily  pul  it;  "We 
can't  even  become  robbers;  there  is 
nothing  left  to  steal  here." 

While  Fiat  is  now  talking  about 
not  completely  closing  the  Termini 
Imerese  plant,  there  is  no  such  per- 
spective for  the  Alfa  plant  in  Arese. 
Fiat's  proposal  for  Termini  Imerese 
is  that  a few  jobs  will  be  maintained 
through  the  introduction  of  "flexible" 
work  conditions.  The  workers  reject 
these  conditions  and  hope  the  unions 
will  not  accept  the  deal.  But  they  are 
also  very  worried  about  whether 
they'll  be  able  to  save  their  jobs. 
Employment  at  the  Alfa  plant  has 
dwindled  from  30.000  workers  to 
less  than  3.000  in  the  lasl  15  years.  Some 
workers  are  also  conscious  of  the  fact  that 
the  Alfa  workforce  may  be  particularly 
targeted  by  the  bosses  because  it  is  histor- 
ically very  militant — many  unionists  have 
been  fired  there  and  the  militant,  indepen- 
dent SLAI-COBAS  union  was  and  is  very 
strong. 

The  trade-union  leaders  at  the  Alfa 
plant  called  for  a protest  at  the  house  of 


La  Repubblica 


Right-Wing  Italian  prime  minister 
Silvio  Berlusconi  (left)  with  Gianni 
Agnelli,  scion  of  Fiat  dynasty. 

right-wing  Italian  prime  minister  Silvio 
Berlusctmi  near  Milan  to  urge  him  to  do 
something  to  save  the  Alfa  plant!  Some 
union  bureaucrats  also  appealed  to  the 
regional  authorities  for  solutions.  In  gen- 
eral. their  policy  is  to  pressure  the  local 
institutions.  They  took  as  an  example  the 
fact  that  the  mayor  of  Termini  Imerese — 
a member  of  Berlusconi's  parly,  Forza 
Italia — started  a hunger  strike  against  the 
plant  closing  there.  While  Termini  Ime- 
rese has  been  gripped  by  strikes,  demon- 
strations and  highway  and  train  station 
blockages  mobilizing  most  of  the  town’s 
residents,  the  trade-union  lops  are  frus- 
trated that  there  is  not  the  same  level  of 
mobilization  in  Arese.  The  workers  may 
well  occupy  the  plant  in  the  near  future. 
At  least,  this  is  the  will  of  Fiat  workers 
who  demonstrated  in  Rome  lasl  Tues- 
day— 20,000  strong! 


At  the  Alfa  plant,  the  workers  manned 
a picket  line  from  4 a.m.  to  4 p.m.  at  all 
three  entrances  and  stopped  everybody 
from  going  to  work.  They  called  for  soli- 
darity with  their  action,  asking  people  to 
join  them  on  the  picket  lines.  They  organ- 
ized a rally  in  the  afternoon  with  famous 
leftist  singers  and  actors.  In  the  morn- 
ing, a contingent  of  high  school  students 
from  the  area  joined  the  protest,  followed 
later  by  a contingent  of  students  from 
the  University  of  Milan  organized  by  the 
reformist  Rifondazione  Comunista  (RC) 
and  other  groups.  The  workers  welcomed 
them  with  lengthy  applause. 

We  intervened  into  the  strike,  covering 
two  picket  entrances  and  distributing  our 
literature,  including  the  ICL  declaration 
on  Iraq  titled;  "Down  With  the  UN  Star- 
vation Blockade!  Defend  Iraq  Against 
U.S.  and  Allied  Imperialist  Attack!”  There 
were  a hundred  workers  at  the  smaller 
picketed  plant  gate  entrance  and  some 
300  people  at  the  main  one.  including 
about  a hundred  students.  We  had  discus- 
sions all  morning  long  with  workers  and 
youth,  and  talked  to  a couple  of  union 
leaders,  soliciting  .solidarity  statements 
for  the  Fire  Brigades  Union  (FBU)  in 
Britain,  which  at  the  lime  was  on  strike. 

The  level  of  consciousness  was  contra- 
dictory, but  it  was  possible  to  have  very 
interesting  discussions  with  many  work- 
ers. In  the  discussions,  many  workers 
complained  about  the  fact  that  the  factory 
is  organized  by  different  unions,  which 
divides  the  workers  and  weakens  their 
power.  This  sentiment  came  from  workers 
in  the  CGIL  (Italian  General  Confed- 
eration of  Labor.  Italy's  largest  union 
federation)  and  COBAS  (a  syndicalist- 
influenced  union  confederation)  and  ex- 
CGIL  and  ex-COBAS  workers.  Many  of 
these  workers  strongly  agreed  with  our 
program  of  fighting  for  industrial  unions. 

The  reactions  were  different,  though, 
when  we  talked  about  building  a revolu- 
tionary workers  party.  Many  reacted 
with  comments  like:  "The  question  here 
is  that  we  will  lose  our  jobs  tomorrow." 
or  "I  vote  RC."  But  some  COBAS  work- 
ers were  very  receptive  to  criticisms  of 
RC  and  class  collaboration  as  they 
remember  quite  well  what  RC  did  when 


it  supported  the  anti-worker  and  anti- 
immigrant  popular-front  government  led 
by  Dcmocratici  di  Sinistra  (DS — Demo- 
cratic Left)  that  preceded  Berlusconi. 
COBAS  workers  received  RC  leader 
Fausto  Berlinolti  this  July  with  insults. 
Many  workers  saw  an  old  issue  of  our 
journal  Spartaco  from  the  1980s  about 
struggles  at  Fiat  and  agreed  with  its  title: 
"PCI  Stabs  the  Fiat  Strike  in  the  Back." 
Both  RC  and  DS  came  out  of  the  PCI 
(Communist  Party  of  Italy),  which  disin- 
tegrated following  the  destruction  of  the 
Soviet  Union  in  1991-92.  In  1997,  RC 
voted  for  an  agreement  in  the  plant  to  lay 
off  1 ,()()0  workers. 

In  discussing  the  FBU  strike  with  the 
workers,  we  learned  that  only  a few  of 
them  knew  about  the  FBU's  struggle.  But 
more  advanced  workers  appreciated  the 
importance  of  that  strike,  and  were  very 
surprised  that  in  Britain  the  firemen  are 
fighting  for  a 40  percent  increase  in 
salary.  Some  workers  remarked  that 
"New  Labour"  prime  minister  Tony  Blair 
wants  to  play  at  being  Thatcher  (the  Con- 
servative prime  minister  who  waged  a 
campaign  to  smash  the  militant  miners 
union  in  Britain  in  the  1980s). 

We  tried  to  make  the  link  between  the 
Fiat  struggle  and  the  U.S.'s  impending 
war  with  Iraq,  which  the  Berlusconi 
regime  supports.  We  pointed  to  how  the 
FBU  strike  is  an  obstacle  to  Blair's  war 
efforts.  But  some  workers  saw  no  link 
between  the  war  and  their  strike.  They 
may  understand  that  the  war  would  be  an 
attack  on  the  working  people  of  Iraq,  but 
they  don’t  understand  how  class  struggle 
hinders  the  imperialists'  war  efforts.  On 
the  question  of  immigrants,  there  were 
different  reactions.  One  young  female 
student  said  she  defends  workers  but  not 
Immigrants  who.  she  claimed,  take  away 
jobs.  The  factory  is  totally  while. 

The  trade-union  bureaucrats  address 
the  struggle  for  jobs  al  Fiat  in  terms  of 
fighting  a threatened  foreign  takeover  by 
GM  and  insisting  that  Fiat  equals  Italy, 
and  that  the  government  must  save  this 
giant  symbol  of  Italian  capitalism.  The 
common  approach  of  the  left  is  that  the 
auto  Industry  is  loo  important  for  the 
Italian  economy  to  let  it  go  down  the 


lubes,  so  they  are  all  demanding  a 
state  bailout  of  Fiat.  RC  calls  for 
nationalization  of  Flat.  They  com- 
plain that  "Fiat  becoming  a branch  of 
GM  is  bad  not  only  for  Fiat  and  Italy 
but  also  for  Europe”  {Liberazione. 
12  October).  Many  left  groups  are 
calling  for  Berlusconi  and  the  barons 
of  Italian  industry — who  have  swin- 
dled millions  of  workers  out  of  their 
pensions,  lined  their  own  pockets 
through  grandiose  and  useless  *‘pub- 
lic  works."  looted  the  country  and  run 
the  Mafia — to  "bail  out"  Fiat  by 
nationalizing  it.  This  is  a call  to  make 
the  Agnelli  family,  who  have  owned 
Fiat  for  more  than  a century,  richer. 

When  Leon  Trotsky  in  the  1938 
Transitional  Program  addressed  the 
question  of  "expropriation  of  separate 
groups  of  capitalists,"  this  was  not  a 
call  for  absorbing  the  ruling  class’ 
losing  industries,  but  for  expropriat- 
ing the  wealth  of  the  ruling  families. 
And  Fiat  is  a losing  industry;  its 
share  of  the  Italian  car  market  is  less 
than  30  percent,  a huge  drop  from 
the  90  percent  share  that  it  had  from 
the  post-World  War  II  boom  until 
roughly  1990. 

Trotsky  further  explained  in  the 
Transitional  Program  that  the  pro- 
gram of  socialist  revolution  does  not 
hinder  Marxists  “from  advancing, 
when  the  occasion  warrants,  the  de- 
mand for  the  expropriation  of  several 
key  branches  of  industry  vital  for 
national  existence,  or  of  the  most  par- 
asitic group  of  the  bourgeoisie.”  Writ- 
ing shortly  after  the  Stalinists  pro- 
claimed the  "People’s  Front,"  which 
sought  to  chain  the  workers  move- 
ment to  a mythical  "progressive" 
wing  of  the  bourgeoisie.  Trotsky 
went  on  to  explain: 

"The  difference  between  these  de- 
mands and  the  muddleheaded  refor- 
mist slogan  of  ’nationalization'  lies  in 
the  following:  (I)  we  reject  indemnifica- 
tion; (2)  we  warn  the  masses  against 
demagogues  of  the  People’s  Front  who. 
giving  lip  service  to  nationalization, 
remain  in  reality  agents  of  capital;  (3) 
we  call  on  the  masses  to  rely  only  upon 
their  revolutionary  strength;  (4)  we  link 
up  the  question  of  expropriation  with 
that  of  seizure  of  power  by  the  workers 
and  farmers." 

It  is  not  an  accident  that  none  of  the 
Italian  “left"  calls  for  expropriating  the 
Agnelli  family — only  the  auto  company 
that  Agnelli  doesn’t  even  want  anymore! 
As  revolutionaries,  we  say  that  the  work- 
ers have  no  interest  in  saving  Fiat,  but 
they  need  to  fight  to  defend  jobs  and  liv- 
ing conditions. 

Most  workers  do  not  think  about 
nationalization  but  about  saving  their  jobs. 
It  was  mainly  youth,  clearly  under  the 
influence  of  RC  and  FalceMartello  (fol- 
lowers of  Ted  Grant’s  Socialist  Appeal 
group  in  Britain),  who  raised  the  call  for 
"nationalization.”  FalceMartello  had  a 
table  with  over  a dozen  people  in  front  of 
the  entrance  at  one  of  the  picket  lines. 
"Nationalization"  Is  their  big  campaign. 

At  the  strike  support  rally,  several 
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COBAS  leaders  gave  speeches.  One  of 
ihem  made  some  remarks  about  how 
Umbcrlt)  Bossi — leader  of  the  fascisiic 
Lega  Nord.  which  is  in  the  government — 
had  "betrayed"  the  workers  because  he 
said  he  would  only  "defend"  the  workers 
in  Lombardy,  a northern  district  where  the 
Lega  Nord  is  intluential.  Several  COBAS 
leaders  remarked  that  “our  local  poli- 
ticians, mayors,  etc.  don’t  rally  to  our 
side,  unlike  the  mayor  of  Termini  Ime- 
rose  and  the  regional  deputies  of  Sicily, 
who  side  with  Fiat  workers."  The  politi- 
cians the  COBAS  leaders  referred  to  are 
all  rightists  or  members  of  Gianfranco 
Fini's  Allean/a  Nazionale.  another  gov- 
ernment party  which  is  currently  primar- 
ily an  electoral  vehicle  but  also  heir  of  the 
historic  party  of  Mussolini’s  fascism.  A 
member  of  FalceMartello  intervened  and 
made  a very  economist  speech  about  how 
the  bosses  are  trying  to  dismantle  Fiat  and 
called  to  nationalize  Fiat.  A young  RC 
woman  cadre  said  that  workers  should 
join  their  fight  for  immigrant  rights  and 
called  for  dismantling  the  detention  cen- 
ters where  refugees  are  housed.  She  also 
briefly  mentioned  the  impending  war  on 
Iraq.  Our  comrade  was  the  last  to  speak. 
He  was  applauded  and  cheered  during  his 
speech  and  at  the  end.  Here’s  what  he 
said. 

* * * 

I’m  a supporter  of  Spariaco.  We  are 
here  in  complete  solidarity  with  the  strug- 
gle of  the  Alfa  and  Fiat  workers.  The 
.scope  and  stakes  of  this  fight  are  larger 
than  Arese.  larger  than  defense  of  work- 
ers at  Fiat,  and  even  larger  than  this  coun- 
try itself.  What  is  at  stake  is  also  rights 


for  immigrants.  Thousands  of  them  risk 
not  only  being  fired  when  the  factories 
that  are  contracted  to  work  for  Fiat  shut 
down,  but  also  being  deported  under  the 
Bossi/Fini  law.  We  fight  for  full  citizen- 
ship rights  for  all  immigrants  and  for  the 
unionization  of  all  immigrant  workers. 
What  is  at  stake  is  women’s  rights,  as 
they  are  the  first  fired  and  last  hired. 
The  reason  why  women  workers  at  Ter- 
mini Imcrese  are  so  prominent  in  this 
fight  is  because  they  fear  being  forced 
back  into  the  oppression  of  the  family, 
like  they  were  in  the  1950s  and  before. 
And  this  is  an  international  fight,  too. 
Fiat  workers  are  being  fired  not  only  in 


Italy  but  in  Argentina.  Brazil  and  Poland. 
And  there  are  massive  workers  strug- 
gles in  France,  where  truckers  shut  down 
the  country  yesterday,  and  in  Britain, 
where  the  50,000  FBU  firemen  are  out  to 
fight  against  the  Blair  government  which 
threatens  to  send  the  army  to  break  up 
their  picket  lines. 

Workers  at  Fiat  need  to  show  their 
internationalist  support  to  their  class 
brothers  abroad.  And  the  government  that 
today  is  attacking  Fiat  workers  Is  the  same 
government  that  is  preparing  to  attack 
Iraq.  We  fight  for  the  defense  of  Iraq 
against  imperialist  attack  and  for  class 
struggle  against  the  capitalist  rulers  at 


home.  Every  blow  against  the  capitalists 
here  through  workers  strikes  and  actions  is 
a blow  against  their  military  massacres 
against  colonial  peoples.  Every  military 
blow  they  suffer  in  their  imperiali.st  cam- 
paigns is  a blow  against  our  own  exploit- 
ers. which  helps  and  eases  our  struggles 
here. 

We  have  to  fight  any  illusions  in  the 
capitalist  state  and  politicians.  Putting  this 
struggle  in  their  hands  means  putting  one- 
self in  his  enemy's  hands.  What  is  needed 
to  win  this  fight  is  a massive  mobilization 
of  the  social  power  of  the  working  class, 
a confrontation  of  class  against  class, 
through  mass  pickets,  plant  occupations 
and  solidarity  strikes.  We  also  have  to 
fight  any  illusion  in  reformist  parties  like 
the  DS  and  RC.  which  find  themselves  in 
opposition  today  but  for  a decade  were 
instrumental  in  slashing  jobs  and  social 
benefits  and  devastating  working-class 
livelihoods. 

This  crisis  at  Fiat  is  itself  a product  of 
a worldwide  capitalist  crisis  and  reces- 
sion. The  capitalist  rulers  have  devastated 
the  manufacturing  base  of  this  country, 
throwing  millions  into  unemployment. 
What  is  needed  to  overcome  this  is  not 
the  RC’s  program  of  piecemeal  national- 
izations. which  have  been  clearly  shown 
in  this  country’s  history  to  enrich  bankers 
and  bosses.  We  need  to  expropriate  all  of 
the  bourgeois  class  through  a socialist 
revolution.  The  key  is  the  ability  of  the 
working  class  In  struggle  to  forge  a revo- 
lutionary leadership.  What  we  need  is  a 
revolutionary  workers  party  that  fights  to 
lead  the  working  class  to  power,  to  a 
workers  government  based  on  organs  of 
workers  power,  like  workers  councils.* 


Firefighters... 

(continued  from  page  5) 

presided  over  the  bloody  partition  of  India, 
which  was  an  untold  horror  in  terms  of  the 
numbers  of  people  killed.  They  suppressed 
the  working  masses  in  the  Greek  civil  war 
in  the  1940s.  They  introduced  some  of  the 
most  racist  measures  against  immigrants 
in  history,  such  as  virginity  tests  for  Asian 
women  in  the  1970s.  They  sent  the  British 
Army  to  Northern  Ireland  in  1969.  And 
when  it  comes  to  the  trade  unions,  as  a 
firefighter  pointed  out  to  us  on  the  picket 
line,  this  is  the  second  strike  the  FBU  has 
ever  had  and  both  have  been  against  a 
Labour  government. 

The  Trade-Union  Political  Fund 

This  question  that  is  being  debated 
within  the  trade-union  movement  about 
what  to  do  with  the  political  fund  is 
really  about  what  kind  of  party  the  work- 
ing class  needs  to  actually  represent  its 


United... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

Airline  workers  must  fight  for  the 
unions  to  organize  the  unorganized  and 
demand  equal  pay  for  equal  work!  A key 
question  for  airline  unions  is  defending 
the  largely  immigrant  airport  workers 
who  have  been  targeted  by  the  govern- 
ment’s "war  on  terror" — in  reality,  a war 
on  immigrants,  black  people  and  work- 
ers. Already,  more  than  900  airport 
workers  have  been  rounded  up  for  sup- 
posedly falsifying  their  job  applications, 
and  many  face  deportation.  The  air- 
line companies  have  also  used  informa- 
tion from  the  accompanying  government 
background  checks  to  discipline  and  fire 
union  workers.  But  defending  all  these 
workers  is  antithetical  to  the  national- 
chauvinist  outlook  of  the  labor  lops. 
Both  the  AMFA  and  lAM  misleaders 
decry  the  loss  of  “American  jobs"  as  the 
airline  companies  attempt  to  outsource 
more  maintenance  work  than  ever  to 
non-union  facilities  in  the  U.S.,  Canada 
and  overseas.  In  casting  labor  struggle  in 
terms  of  parochial,  national-centered 
unionism,  the  bureaucrats  are  necessarily 
chaining  labor  to  the  class  enemy  in 
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interests  independent  of  the  capitalist 
class.  We  fight  to  build  a multiethnic  rev- 
olutionary workers  party  to  fight  for 
socialist  revolution,  a Leninist  vanguard 
parly  modelled  on  the  party  that  led  the 
Russian  Revolution. 

It’s  a fundamentally  different  animal 
than  any  type  of  Labourite  party.  For 
example,  on  political  funds,  we  think  it’s 
fine  for  a trade  union  to  have  a political 
fund;  we  don’t  think  that  they  should 
pretend  to  be  apolitical  organisations. 
And  they  should  spend  them  on  cam- 
paigns on  a case  by  case  basis.  People 
could  go  to  the  trade  union  and  ask 
for  support  for  a particular  case.  For 
instance,  we  went  to  the  Fire  Brigades 
Union  in  Glasgow  some  years  ago  and 
got  a huge  donation  for  Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal.  a black  political  prisoner  on  death 
row  in  America. 

But  there’s  a fundamental  difference 
between  a trade  union  and  a political 
party.  Trade  unions  are  defensive  eco- 
nomic organisations  of  the  working  class; 


the  name  of  American  competitiveness 
against  the  U.S.  rulers’  imperialist  rivals. 

Union-busting  goes  hand  in  hand  with 
imperialist  war  abroad.  It  is  widely  under- 
stood that  in  the  event  of  a U.S.  war  with 
Iraq,  thousands  of  airline  workers  will  be 
laid  off  as  a result  of  rising  fuel  costs 
alone.  U.S.  Airways,  for  example,  issued 
an  ultimatum  last  week  that  unless  its 
workforce  agreed  to  another  round  of  con- 
ce.ssions,  including  an  18-month  5 percent 
"wage  deferral"  in  the  event  of  war.  they 
would  all  lose  their  jobs.  One  of  the  rea- 
sons that  United  mechanics  voted  down 
their  concessions  package  in  November 
was  that  it  included  a similar  provision. 

Layoffs,  union-busting,  racist  oppres- 
sion and  recurring  economic  crises  are 
endemic  to  the  capitalism  system.  The 
only  solution  is  for  the  working  class  to 
take  power  in  its  own  name,  ripping  the 
wealth  of  society  from  the  small  band  of 
greedy  capitalists.  To  this  end.  the  way 
forward  is  to  forge  a revolutionary  work- 
ers party  embodying  in  its  program  and 
its  actions  the  highest  interests  of  the 
international  working  class.  The  only 
“controlling  interest"  worth  fighting  for  is 
the  social  ownership  of  machinery,  air- 
craft. factories  and  mines  in  the  planned 
economy  of  a socialist  society.* 


therefore  you  want  to  include  as  broad  a 
swath  of  the  working  population  as  pos- 
sible. You  want  industrial  unions  to  be 
as  big  as  possible.  That  means  they  will 
incorporate  people  with  all  levels  of 
consciousness. 

The  Leninist  vanguard  party,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  based  on  the  most  advanced 
layers  of  the  working  class.  While  the 
trade-union  movement  is  built  on  the 
broadest  possible  basis,  the  Leninist 
vanguard  parly  is  built  by  splitting  other 
organisations  and  winning  people  away 
from  social-democratic.  Labour-type 
organisations  and  from  organisations  that 
pretend  to  be  socialist.  That’s  not  some- 
thing the  Spariacisi  League  invented.  It 
came  from  Lenin,  who  definitively  broke 
with  the  parties  purporting  to  be  socialist 
when  they  supported  their  own  ruling 
classes  in  war  in  1914. 

A Leninist  vanguard  party  fights 
against  all  forms  of  chauvinism,  cham- 
pions all  of  the  oppressed.  What  you 
actually  see  in  the  support  from  the  popu- 
lation for  the  FBU  on  the  picket  lines, 
which  you  also  saw  in  the  miners 
strike,  is  that  there’s  a very  high  degree 
of  support  from  ethnic  minorities — 
Kurds.  Turks  and  other  immigrants,  as 
well  as  blacks  and  Asians.  What  you  see 
there  is  the  potential  core  of  a Leninist 
vanguard  party  in  this  country.  That  is 
what  it  would  look  like. 


In  this  country,  immediately  after  the 
greatest  success  of  the  working  class  in 
history,  the  Russian  October  Revolution 
of  1917.  which  had  huge  support  among 
the  working  class  here,  the  Labour  Party 
Fabians  drafted  something  called  Clause 
IV.  which  called  for  common  ownership 
of  the  means  of  production.  The  idea  was 
to  fool  the  working  class  that  socialism 
here  would  come  through  Parliament 
nationalising  industry.  It’s  a con.  and 
that's  what  it  was  intended  as. 

We  believe  that  it  really  is  possi- 
ble to  regenerate  and  reindustrialise  this 
country  and  to  provide  work  for  people. 
We  believe  it’s  possible  to  provide  decent 
health  care,  decent  education  and  decent 
services  including  housing,  but  not  within 
the  framework  of  capitalism.  That  does 
require  a socialist  revolution  and  estab- 
li.shing  a planned  economy  where  you 
decide  to  manufacture  and  produce  things 
based  on  need,  and  it  has  to  work  within 
an  international  socialist  system. 

It  is  exactly  in  the  crucible  of  very 
important  struggles  such  as  this  one  and 
such  as  the  miners  strike  that  a revolu- 
tionary party  will  be  built.  This  is  a 
really  crucial  battle.  We  want  to  do 
everything  that  we  can  to  fight  for  the 
Fire  Brigades  Union  to  win  against  this 
government  and  in  the  course  of  such 
battles  we  seek  to  build  a revolutionary 
party  to  fight  for  a socialist  revolution.* 


Imperialism, 
the  “Global  Economy' 
and  Labor  Reformism 


This  pamphlet  assesses  recent  changes 
in  the  world  economy  in  a historical  per- 
spective. from  the  origins  of  modern  impe- 
rialism in  the  late  19th  century  through  the 
capitalist  counterrevolution  in  East  Europe 
and  the  former  USSR  and  its  aftermath. 

Reformist  ideologues  of  “globalization" 
seek  to  obscure  the  role  of  the  capitalist 
nation-state  and  the  danger  of  interimperi- 
aiist  war  which  is  inherent  in  capitalism, 
while  amnestying  the  refusal  of  the  labor 
bureaucracies  to  wage  class  struggle 
against  their  respective  bourgeoisies. 

Exploitation,  poverty  and  social  degra- 
dation can  be  eliminated  only  through 
proletarian  revolutions  in  the  imperialist 
centers  as  well  as  the  neocolonial  coun- 
tries. laying  the  basis  for  an  international 
planned  socialist  economy. 
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NYC  Transit... 

(continued  from  puf^e  I ) 

representing  a tenth  of  the  city’s  cab  driv- 
ers. announced  it  would  stop  work  in  sol- 
idarity with  a transit  strike.  It’s  about  time 
labor  fought  back! 

The  Metropolitan  Transportation  Auth- 
ority (MTA)  has  contemptuously  otfered 
a giveback  deal  that  would  freeze  wages 
this  year  while  increasing  health  care 
copayments  and  reducing  pay  to  finance 
pension  benefits.  Raises  in  the  following 
two  years  of  the  contract  would  be 
allowed  only  in  exchange  for  increased 
'•productivity,”  i.e..  increased  work  by 
fewer  employees.  Transit  workers  are 
all  loo  aware  that  such  “productivity 
money"  literally  comes  out  of  the  flesh 
and  blood  of  the  workforce.  In  the  last 
month  alone  two  maintenance  workers, 
Joy  Antony  and  Kurien  Baby,  were  killed 
in  separate  incidents  as  a result  of  man- 
agement’s blatant  disregard  for  safety. 
Local  100  president  Roger  Toussaint 
accurately  called  the  MTA  proposal  an 
“insult,  an  outrage  and  a provocation." 

To  wage  the  solid  strike  needed  to  win 
— shutting  down  MTA  subways  and 
buses  as  well  as  the  private  lines  buses — 
transit  workers  must  look  to  their  allies 
in  the  city’s  labor  movement  and  the 
ghetto  and  barrio  poor,  not  to  the  Dem- 
ocratic and  Republican  politicians  who 
represent  the  class  enemy.  Yet  Toussaint 
declared  on  WINS  radio  the  night  of  the 
vole.  “The  Governor  should  step  in.”  The 
governor  has  already  stepped  in — with 
threats  to  smash  the  union  with  National 
Guard  troops. 

And  one  had  better  believe  that  the 
White  House  is  paying  close  attention  to 
the  transit  negotiations.  During  the  recent 
longshore  dispute  on  the  West  Coa.st. 
"Homeland  Security"  czar  Thomas  Ridge 
warned  the  International  Longshore  and 
Warehouse  Union  that  a strike  would 
threaten  "national  security,"  and  some 
weeks  later,  after  an  employers’  lockout, 
the  Bush  administration  invoked  the  slave- 
labor  Taft-Hartley  Act.  If  a transit  .strike 
shuts  down  the  financial  capital  of  U.S. 
imperialism,  you  can  bet  that  Ridge  and 
others  in  the  Bush  administration  will  train 
their  eyes  on  the  TWU.  To  pursue  its 
wars  abroad.  U.S.  imperialism  demands 
class  peace  at  home.  By  the  same  token, 
working-class  struggle  would  deal  a blow 
against  U.S.  imperialism’s  predatory  wars 
abroad  as  well  as  union-busting  austerity 
and  brutal  repression  at  home. 

The  city  bosses  have  launched  an  anti- 
union propaganda  barrage,  with  Bloom- 
berg foaming  that  a transit  strike  would 
“endanger  human  life.”  But  it  is  the  multi- 
billionaire mayor  who  is  demanding  mas- 
sive cuts  in  social  services,  including  a 30 
percent  cut  in  the  education  budget,  as 
well  as  a big  jump  in  property  taxes 
which  will  inevitably  be  followed  by  rent 
increases.  Already  rubber-stamped  by  the 
Democratic-run  City  Council.  Bloom- 
berg's austerity  schemes  are  designed  to 
force  the  working  class  and  poor  to  bear 
the  brunt  of  the  economic  crisis  manufac- 
tured by  capitalism  itself.  As  a union  call 
for  a December  1 6 NY C labor  rally  put  it, 
■'We  Did  Not  Share  in  the  Wealth!  We 
Will  Not  ‘Share  The  Pain’!"  An  average 
transit  worker  would  take  over  100,000 
years  to  earn  what  Bloomberg  is  worth.  In 
fact,  Bloomberg  could  Just  about  wipe  out 
the  city's  budget  deficit  by  writing  a per- 
sonal check! 

When  Bloomberg  and  other  govern- 
ment officials  claim  that  a tran.sit  strike 
would  jeopardize  the  health  and  safety 
of  New  Yorkers,  this  is  sheer  hypocrisy. 
The  MTA  not  only  constantly  disregards 
its  own  safety  measures  but  is  exempt 
from  federally  mandated  safely  regula- 
tions. City  officials  are  already  slating 
firehouses  to  be  shut  down  and  are  talk- 
ing about  privatizing  ambulance  services. 
Officially  the  city  bosses  pay  homage 
to  firemen  as  heroes  because  they  died  in 
the  attack  on  the  World  Trade  Center.  But 
in  reality  the  politicians  believe  what 
Deputy  Mayor  Marc  Shaw  recently  said: 
•‘Since  we  can’t  get  these  guys  to  be  any 
more  productive  in  fighting  fires,  since 
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they  only  fight  fires  5 percent  of  the  time 
— they’re  hanging  around  doing  nothing 
the  other  95  percent  of  the  time — let’s 
find  other  things  for  them  to  do”  (New 
York  Times,  8 December). 

Local  lOO  members  are  rightly  furious  at 
a 6 December  editorial  in  the  vile,  labor- 
hating  New  York  Post  which  advised 
the  Bloomberg  administration  to  “prepare 
the  arrest  warrant”  for  Toussaint  and  the 
entire  membership  if  the  TWU  strikes. 
Outrageously,  the  editorial  denounced  the 
union’s  staled  intention  to  defend  itself 
as  ‘Toussaint’s  jihad.”  This  is  very  much 
along  the  lines  of  a smear  campaign 
directed  at  Toussaint’s  Local  1 00  “New 
Directions”  leadership  at  the  time  of  the 
TWU  national  convention  in  October  200 1 , 
when  an  anonymous  pamphlet  was  circu- 
lated with  a section  tilled:  “New  Direc- 
tions and  Sept.  1 1:  Bin  Laden’s  Friends?” 
According  to  New  Directions  supporters, 
the  force  behind  this  smear  campaign  was 
the  TWU  "old  guard”  headed  by  Interna- 
tional president  Sonny  Hall. 

Anyone  in  the  labor  movement  who 
buys  into  this  dirty  game  is  playing  into 
the  hands  of  the  bosses,  their  kept  media 
and  their  political  agents — Republicans 
and  Democrats  alike.  While  at  home 
the  “war  on  terror”  has  been  used  in  the 
first  instance  to  witchhunt  and  persecute 
South  Asian,  Arab  and  Muslim  immi- 
grants. its  targets  also  include  the  unions, 
The  bourgeoisie  is  well  aware  that  the 
organized  labor  movement  potentially 
represents  the  most  socially  cohesive 
obstacle  to  its  class  rule.  A year  ago  the 
leader  of -Striking  teachers  in  Middletown. 
New  Jersey  was  labeled  a “representative 
of  the  Taliban."  while  the  strikers  them- 
selves were  clapped  into  jail.  This  high- 
lighted the  fact  that  the  "war  on  ter- 
ror.” which  the  government  uses  to  drum 
up  support  for  its  military  adventures 


abroad,  as  in  Afghanistan  and  now  Iraq,  is 
simultaneously  directed  at  those  who 
resist  capitalist  exploitation  at  home. 

The  Democrats — 

A Bosses’  Party 

Contrary  to  the  ravings  of  the  New 
York  Post  and  other  right-wing  media, 
the  Local  1 00  president  is  not  a Marxist 
nor  even  particularly  radical.  Toussaint  is 
a strong  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
Party;  indeed,  every  TWU  rally  has  had 
a large  number  of  Democratic  Party  poli- 
ticians on  the  speaker’s  rostrum.  Other 
NYC  labor  leaders,  like  1199  hospital 
union  chief  Dennis  Rivera,  a former  co- 
chairman  of  the  slate  Democratic  Parly, 
switched  to  Pataki  in  the  last  elections. 

The  Democrats,  no  less  than  the 
Republicans,  are  a party  of  big  business. 
The  Democrats  appeal  to  a different  con- 
stituency. using  a different  rhetoric.  The 
particular  role  of  the  Democratic  Party  in 
American  bourgeois  politics  is  to  con- 
vince the  working  class  and  the  oppressed 
black  and  Latino  minorities  that  they,  too, 
can  benefit  from  the  capitalist  system 
with  the  right  kind  of  government  poli- 
cies and  regulations. 

Despite  occasional  differences  on  sec- 
ondary issues,  the  two  parties  of  capital 
are  united  when  it  comes  to  protecting 
the  fundamental  class  interests  of  the 
bourgeoisie.  The  new  pieces  of  legisla- 
tion beefing  up  the  forces  of  state  repres- 
sion, such  as  the  USA-Patriot  Act  and 


the  Homeland  Security  Act.  have  been 
passed  with  the  support  of  Democratic 
Party  legislators.  Another  graphic  exam- 
ple was  the  1999  TWU  contract  negotia- 
tions. Both  Republican  mayor  Rudolph 
Giuliani  and  Democratic  state  attorney 
general  Eliot  Spitzer  intervened  to  get 
injunctions  criminalizing  not  only  strike 
action  but  even  advocacy  of  strike  action. 
They  threatened  to  destroy  the  union 
and  bankrupt  union  members  with  fines 
of  $l  million  against  the  union  and 
$25,000  against  individuals  the  first  day 
of  a strike,  with  fines  doubling  every  day 
thereafter.  For  her  part.  Hillary  Clinton 
intoned  that  the  Taylor  Law  was  a “wise 
law"  because  “public  employees  should 
not  legally  be  allowed  to  strike.” 

At  bottom,  the  pro-Democratic  Parly 
labor  leaders  accept  the  framework  of  cap- 
italism and  the  laws  designed  to  protect 
capitalist  property.  The  bureaucrats  claim 
that  if  the  right  people  are  appointed  to 
such  institutions  as  the  National  Labor 
Relations  Board  (NLRB),  then  they  will 
function  in  the  interest  of  the  unions. 
In  fact,  the  labor  laws  provide  a whole 
panoply  of  strikebreaking  weapons.  The 
Wagner  Act  of  1935.  signed  by  the  aristo- 
cratic liberal  Democrat  Franklin  D.  Roose- 
velt, gave  the  NLRB  wide  powers  to  deter- 
mine which  unions  would  be  recognized 
as  bargaining  agents  by  the  employers,  and 
the  period  immediately  following  saw  a far 
more  rapid  expansion  of  company  unions 
than  real  unions.  Since  then,  new  anti- 
strike  legislation  has  been  codified  in  Taft- 
Hartley  and  other  laws. 

Had  the  militants  in  the  !930s  adhered 
to  the  law.  then  the  CIO  mass  industrial 
unions,  including  the  TWU.  would  never 
have  been  organized.  The  entire  history 
of  the  American  labor  movement  is  one 
of  laws  broken  and  court  injunctions 
defied.  No  decisive  gain  of  labor  was 


ever  won  in  a courtroom  or  by  an  act  of 
Congress.  Everything  the  workers  move- 
ment has  won  of  value  has  been  achieved 
by  mobilizing  the  ranks  of  labor  in  hard- 
fought  struggle  on  the  picket  lines.  This 
was  demonstrated  by  the  struggles  that 
preceded  the  organizing  of  the  TWU  in 
the  1930s.  These  struggles,  as  in  1895. 
were  marked  by  pitched  street  battles 
with  thousands  of  cops,  company  agents 
and  National  Guardsmen.  They  often 
involved  mass  arrests  and  firings  as  well 
as  .scabherding.  During  a 1918  strike,  a 
scab  motorman  crashed  his  train  into  a 
tunnel  wall,  killing  92  people,  the  worst 
accident  in  New  York  transit  history. 
That  is  what  strikebreaking  means. 

The  first  great  organizing  victories  of 
the  1930s  were  led  by  communists  and 
socialists.  The  key  to  success  in  such  bat- 
tles as  the  Minneapolis  Teamsters  strikes 
of  1934,  led  by  the  American  Trotskyists, 
was  a clear  understanding  that  the  capital- 
ist slate  is  the  executive  committee  of 
the  ruling  class  and  hence  an  enemy  of 
the  workers.  As  noted  by  James  P.  Can- 
non. a founder  and  leader  of  American 
Trotskyism: 

"The  modem  labor  movement  must  be 
politically  directed  because  it  is  con- 
fronted by  the  government  at  every  turn. 
Our  people  were  prep;ired  for  that  since 
they  were  political  people,  inspired  by 
political  conceptions.... 

"They  prepared  everything  from  the 
point  of  view  of  class  war.  They  knew 
that  power,  not  diplomacy,  would  decide 
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December  7:  TWU  member  outside 
union  mass  meeting  that  voted  for 
strike  authorization. 

the  issue.  Bluffs  don’t  work  in  funda- 
mental things,  only  in  incidental  ones.  In 
such  things  as  the  conflict  of  class  inter- 
ests one  must  be  prepared  to  fight.” 
—History  of  American 
Trotskyism  (\944) 

To  defeat  the  government’s  array  of 
strikebreaking  laws  requires  both  the 
industrial  and  political  mobilization  of 
the  working  class. 

Cops,  Courts  Out  of  the  Unions! 

The  pioneers  of  the  labor  movement 
would  have  choked  over  the  thought  that 
the  police  are  anything  other  than  the 
hired  thugs  of  the  bosses.  Yet  Toussaint 
invited  Patrick  Lynch,  head  of  the  Police- 
men’s Benevolent  Association,  to  speak 
at  a September  TWU  rally  and  then  hailed 
him  at  the  December  7 mass  meeting.  The 
cops’  job  is  to  protect  the  property  and 
power  of  the  capitalists.  Should  there  be 
a transit  strike,  the  same  police  who  rou- 
tinely brutalize  black  and  Latino  youth 
will  be  mobilized  to  smash  picket  lines. 
They  will  be  assisted  in  this  by  the  TA’s 
security  guards,  who  outrageously  are 
organized  by  the  TWU.  Cops  and  security 
guards  out  of  the  unions! 

For  years.  New  Directions  has  brought 
court  suits  against  their  opponents  in  the 
union.  The.se  unprincipled  actions  open 
up  the  TWU  to  meddling  and  intervention 
by  the  class  enemy  and  further  subordi- 
nate the  TWU  to  the  bosses’  state.  These 
same  courts  will  be  used  to  invoke  the 
Taylor  Law.  Differences  within  the  union 
should  be  debated  in  the  union,  not 
brought  to  the  bosses’  courts! 

Without  the  right  to  strike,  unions  are 
gutted  of  their  very  reason  for  existence. 
The  AFL-CIO  officialdom  prates  that 
"you  can’t  strike  against  the  government," 
But  who  wins  in  any  battle  between 
capital  and  labor  depends  on  the  relation- 
ship of  forces  as  measured  in  struggle.  ' 
In  the  middle  of  World  War  II.  against  i 
the  howls  of  the  whole  capitalist  order  ^ 
denouncing  them  as  traitors  and  agents  i 
of  Hitler,  coal  miners  defied  the  war-  ] 
time  no-strike  pledge.  In  response  to  j 
FDR’s  threats  of  military  strikebreaking,  j 
the  miners  pointed  out  that  you  can't  , 
mine  coal  with  bayonets.  When  the  NYC  I 
bosses  tried  to  break  the  1966  transit  | 
strike  using  the  Condon-Wadlln  Act  (the 
predecessor  of  the  Taylor  Law),  the  union 
defied  a court  injunction.  Thrown  behind  1 
bars.  Local  100  president  Mike  Quill 
declared;  “It  is  about  lime  that  .someone, 
somewhere  along  the  road,  ceases  to  be 
respectable.  Many  generations  of  great 
Americans  before  us  have  taken  this  road, 
and  if  they  didn’t  lake  this  rojid.  half 
of  you  would  be  on  home  relief....  The 
judge  can  drop  dead  in  his  black  robes, 
and  we  would  not  call  off  the  strike. 

The  strike  won.  and  the  Condon-Wadlin 
Act  became  a dead  letter.  ' 

A recent  handout  from  Local  100 
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Iraq... 

(continued  fmm  puf^e  !) 

iry  to  cover  burgeoning  budget  deficits  by 
slashing  such  meager,  underfunded  social 
services  as  still  exist.  In  New  York  City, 
the  34.000-strong  Transport  Workers 
Union  Local  100  is  threatened  with  a 
union-busting  onslaught  by  multibillion- 
airc  mayor  Michael  Bloomberg.  And  the 
250.000  reservists  and  National  Guards- 
men wht)  will  soon  be  called  up  for  active 
duty,  overwhelmingly  black.  Latino  and 
working-class,  know  that  they  may  not 
have  a job  to  come  back  to — if  they  now 
have  a job  at  all. 

Some  250,000  people  in  the  U.S. 
marched  in  opposition  to  the  war  on  Oc- 
tober 26.  But  the  Workers  World  Parly’s 
answer  coalition,  which  .organized 
the  protests,  used  them  to  provide  a plat- 
form for  Democrats  like  Jesse  Jackson  to 
intone,  “Come  alive  on  November  5!" 
The  politicians  for  whom  Jackson  was 
corralling  votes  include  the  likes  of  pres- 
idential hopeful  John  Kerry,  who  not  only 
voted  for  Bush’s  war  resolution  in  the 
Senate  but  argued  that  Iraq  should  have 
been  attacked  immediately  after  9/11. 
Another  is  Delaware  Senator  Joseph 
Biden.  now  louring  the  Kurdish  region  of 
northern  Iraq  to  line  up  support  for 
Bush’s  war. 

The  Spartaci.st  League  and  Spariacus 
Youth  Clubs  built  revolutionary  inter- 
nationalist contingents  to  intervene  into 
the  October  26  protests,  declaring  in  the 
mobilizing  call  for  the  contingents  {WV 
No.  789.  18  October); 

“Wc  stand  for  the  military  defense  of 
neocolonia!  Iraq  against  U.S.  imperialist 
attack,  while  giving  no  political  .support 
whatsoever  to  the  bloody  Saddam  Hus- 
sein regime.  Every  unchallenged  act  of 
aggrandizement  by  the  U.S..  every  new 
easy  win  further  emboldens  America's 
capitalist  rulers  to  lash  out  against  their 
perceived  enemies  at  home  and  abroad; 
any  defeat  of  the  imperialist  ambitions  of 
the  U.S.  would  be  in  the  interest  of 
workers  and  the  oppressed  throughout 
the  world.... 

“We  fight  to  build  a revolutionary  party 
that  can  infuse  the  working  class  with  an 


reproduces  a New  York  Times  article  from 
1968  and  praises  then-mayor  Lindsay  for 
negotiating  a good  .settlement.  It  is  cap- 
tioned: “Where  are  our  political  leaders? 
Mayor  Bloomberg,  Governor  Pataki — 
Where  are  you?”  The  implication  is  that 
with  “good  faith"  bargaining  on  both 
sides,  labor  and  management  can  arrive  at 
a common  interest  that  benefits  both 
parties.  This  is  fundamentally  false:  the 
interests  of  capital  and  labor  are  dia- 
metrically counterposed.  What  the  Local 
100  leaflet  doesn't  say  is  that  the  1968 
settlement,  which  gave  union  members 
a pension  after  20  years’  service  with 
no  employee  contributions,  came  about 
because  Lindsay  hud  been  solidly  wal- 
loped by  the  union  two  years  earlier  and 
couldn’t  stomach  another  strike. 

When  the  TWU  walked  out  again  in 
1980.  we  wrote  in  a special  Workers 
Vanguard  supplement  (11  April  1980) 
headlined  “Smash  the  Taylor  Law!  Bust 
the  Union-Busters!": 

'The  TWU  membership  on  the  lines 
m this  strike  needs  a leadership  with 
the  guts  and  program  to  stand  up  to  the 
bosses'  courts  and  politicians,  and  to 
wage  a militant  class  struggle  against  the 
capitalist  austerity  offensive  ...  A class- 
struggle  leadership  with  a program  for 
victory  would  seek  to  mobilize  all  New 
York  labor  to  defend  the  TWU  against 
the  Taylor  Law.  It  would  shut  down  all 
the  commuter  busing  and  put  the  screws 
on  PATH  and  LIRR  unions  to  bring  out 
their  ranks  as  well  in  a powerful  joint 
transportation  strike." 

But  after  eleven  days,  despite  the  ranks 
remaining  solid  and  the  city  beginning  to 
feel  the  pinch,  the  Local  100  leaders 
caved  in  and  New  York  transit  workers 
were  sold  down  the  river. 

The  1966  strike  victory  led  to  many 
gains  for  TWU  members,  and  for  many 
years  transit  was  the  best  union  job  in  the 
city.  The  erosion  of  the  traditions  of  mil- 
itancy. including  the  union  tops’  panicky 
collapse  during  the  1980  strike,  has 
enabled  management  to  become  much 
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understanding  of  its  historic  task  to  sweep 
away  the  capitalist  order  and  reorganize 
society  on  an  egalitarian  socialist  basis." 

Class  Struggle  vs. 

Liberal  Pacifism 

The  colossal  military  advantage  of 
the  United  Siate.s  again.si  neocolonial 
Iraq  underscores  the  importance  of  class 
struggle  in  the  imperialist  centers.  Our 
class-struggle  perspective  may  seem 
remote  to  many  young  antiwar  protesters 
who  have  not  seen  much  social  struggle. 
But  the  class  struggle  does  exLst.  as  dem- 
onstrated by  the  battles  of  the  West  Coast 
longshoremen  and  the  threatened  strike 
by  New  York  City  transit  workers.  And 
labor  .struggle  is  erupting  throughout 
much  of  West  Europe — from  Fiat  workers 
in  Italy  fighting  layoffs  to  strikes  by  air 
traffic  controllers  and  other  public  sector 
workers  in  France  to  the  British  fire- 
fighters pitted  against  the  union-busting 
Labour  government  of  Tony  Blair.  British 
military  chiefs  have  expressed  alarm  that 
Blair’s  use  of  the  army  for  strikebreaking 
could  undermine  war  preparations  against 
Iraq. 

In  Turkey,  a key  staging  ground  for 
U.S.  war  plans,  there  were  mass  protests 
led  by  the  trade  unions  both  at  the  time 
of  the  attack  on  Afghanistan  last  year  and 
during  the  1990-91  Gulf  War.  Moreover. 
Turkish  workers  at  the  strategic  Incirlik 
air  base  have  staged  repeated  strikes 
over  the  years.  Their  union  opposes  war 
against  Iraq,  as  does  83  percent  of  the  pop- 
ulation according  to  polls,  and  has  been 
threatening  another  strike.  A strike  there 
now  would  not  only  be  widely  popular 
but  could  well  hobble  the  U.S.  war  effort. 

The  obstacle  to  successful  working- 
class  struggle  lies  in  the  labor  misleaders 
who  seek  to  chain  the  proletariat  to  the 
class  enemy,  whether  through  the  agency 
of  bourgeois  nationalism  as  in  Turkey  or 
through  the  Labour  Parly  as  in  Britain 
and  the  social  democrats  and  ex-Stalinists 
elsewhere  in  West  Europe.  In  the  U.S.,  the 
AFL-CIO  lops  chain  the  unions  to  the 
Democratic  Party,  which  is  a parry  of  cap- 
italism. racism  and  imperialist  war  no 
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December  1:  Protesters  in  Istanbul, 
Turkey  carry  banner  reading  “No  to 
War.” 

less  than  the  Republicans. 

In  their  own  way,  the  various  reformist 
organizations  prominent  in  the  antiwar 
prote.sts  act  to  maintain  and  reinforce  illu- 
sions in  the  Democrats  as  a "lesser  evil." 
The  International  Socialist  Organization 
(ISO)  warns  in  the  current  issue  of  Inter- 
national Socialist  Review  (November- 
December  2002)  against  antiwar  protest- 
ers appealing  to  the  Democratic  Party. 
But  such  left  verbiage  does  not  prevent 
the  ISO  from  promoting  the  same  class- 
collaborationist  coalition  politics  pushed 
by  ANSWER.  The  ISO  argues  for  “build- 
ing a broad  antiwar  movement,  united 
around  a simple  set  of  demands — no  war. 
no  sanctions."  which  “should  be  able 
to  embrace  anyone  who  supports  these 
demands,  whether  they  are  socialists  who 
oppose  U.S.  imperialism  in  principle 
or  Democratic  Parly  .sympathizers  who 
believe  that  the  UN  can  be  a force  for 
peace.**^ 

What  this  means  in  practice  is  reject- 


ing any  demand  that  liberal  Democrats 
like  Jackson  could  not  embrace — like  the 
necessary  call  for  military  defense  of  Iraq 
against  U.S.  imperialism — just  as  opposi- 
tion to  the  UN  .sanctions  was  deep-sixed 
by  much  of  the  left  in  1990-91.  As  the 
ISO  notes  in  speaking  of  a January  1991 
demonstration  organized  by  the  Cam- 
paign for  Peace  in  the  Middle  East.  "In 
the  name  of  building  the  'broadest’  move- 
ment. the  Campaign  insisted  on  demand- 
ing an  Iraqi  pullout  from  Kuwait,  and 
pandered  to  organizations  such  as  Sane- 
Freeze  (the  predecessor  of  today’s  Peace 
Action)  that  supported  UN  .sanctions 
against  Iraq  as  an  'alternative'  to  war.”  Yet 
the  ISO  endorsed  the  Campaign  demo 
call,  joining  those  who  pandered  to  the 
call  for  imperialist  .sanctions! 

At  bottom,  reformists  like  the  ISO 
reduce  the  struggle  against  imperialist 
war  to  a lobbying  effort  for  the  capital- 
ist rulers  to  adopt  a more  peaceful  and 
humane  foreign  policy  and  to  shift  their 
priorities,  i.e.,  “Money  for  job.s.  not  for 
war!"  But  imperialist  war  is  inherent  to 
the  capitalist  profit  system,  the  result  of 
the  drive  by  competing  imperialist  states 
to  seize  and  control  markets,  natural 
resources  (like  oil)  and  areas  for  invest- 
ment and  exploitation.  Only  the  revolu- 
tionary movement  of  the  proletariat,  shat- 
tering the  bourgeois  stale  and  replacing  it 
with  a workers  state  in  which  those  who 
labor  rule,  can  put  the  Imperialist  war 
criminals  out  of  business  for  good. 

Weapons  Inspectors: 

Spies  for  Imperialism 

Weapons  inspection  is  a pretext  for  and 
a prelude  to  imperialist  attack.  The  last 
inspection  team  was  not  kicked  out  by 
Saddam  Hussein  but  was  rather  pulled  out 
by  the  Clinton  administration  in  1998 — 
one  day  before  the  U.S.  launched  a con- 
certed bombing  campaign  that  the  inspec- 
tors prepared  by  spying  on  and  spotting 
potential  Iraqi  targets.  Having  agreed 
to  their  return  only  in  order  to  indulge 
its  allies,  the  Bush  administration  has 
subjected  the  UN  team  to  a .string  of 
continued  on  page  12 


more  aggressive.  The  transit  bosses  were 
further  emboldened  by  the  union  lead- 
ership’s acquiescence  to  Giuliani  and 
Spitzer’s  strikebreaking  in  1999.  In  the 
past  three  years,  TWU  members  have 
been  subjected  to  48.000  disciplinary 
actions  4ind  45.000  “home  investiga- 
tions.” Today  transit  workers  are  dogged 
by  a small  army  of  “beakies."  company 
snoops,  drug  testing  centers,  security 
guards,  etc.  For  every  five  transit  workers 
there  is  one  supervisor!  Firing  the  whole 
lot  of  these  parasites  would  realize  genu- 
ine efficiencies,  and  would  probably  pro- 
vide the  money  for  a hefty  wage  hike  for 
the  real  workforce. 

For  a Workers  Party  to  Fight  for 
a Workers  Government! 

It  is  crucial  that  the  heavily  integrated 
TWU  lake  up  the  defense  of  “workfare” 
recipients  forced  into  doing  the  jobs  of 
transit  workers  just  to  get  their  welfare 
payments,  on  the  basis  of  a deal  cooked 
up  with  the  city  by  the  previous  Local  100 
leadership  under  Willie  James.  The  point 
is  not  to  deny  these  hard-pressed  people 
their  jobs  but  to  demand  that  they  be 
organized  by  the  TWU  and  receive  union 
wages!  It  is  also  crucial  for  transit  work- 
ers to  defeat  attempts  to  divide  this  indus- 
trial union.  Earlier  this  month,  private 
lines  bus  workers  resoundingly  voted  to 
reject,  a despicable  move  by  Toussaint’s 
“old  guard"  opponents  led  by  Hall  to  split 
the  workers  away  from  Local  100  even  as 
the  contract  battle  loomed. 

The  TWU  should  respond  to  the 
bosses’  campaign  for  a big  fare  hike  by 
demanding  the  abolition  of  fares,  a de- 
mand that  would  win  enthusiastic  support 
from  the  mass  of  the  population.  Public 
transit  is  a necessary  social  service.  You 
don’t  pay  firemen  when  they  come  to 
pul  out  a fire,  so  why  should  working 
people  have  to  pay  for  transit  just  to  get 
to  and  from  work?  The  capitalists  had  the 
subways  built  to  haul  workers  into  Man- 


hattan from  the  boroughs — so  make  the 
capitalists  pay!  it  is  the  Marxists  who 
fight  to  mobilize  the  labor  movement  for 
such  demands,  as  part  of  the  struggle  to 
forge  a revolutionary  wprkers  party  that 
takes  up  the  cause  of  all  the  oppressed 
and  poor. 

The  last  lime  there  was  a huge  finan- 
cial crisis  in  the  city  it  was  the  working 
people  who  were  made  to  pay,  as  union 
leaders  caved  in  to  the  Wall  Street  banks 
and  Democratic  Party  machine.  In  the 
mid  1970s,  the  TWU  and  other  unions 
had  their  contracts  voided,  thousands  of 
jobs  were  slashed,  the  bus  and  subway 
fare  was  raised  50  percent  and  free  tuition 
was  abolished  at  CUNY  after  129  years. 
The  unions  pledged  billions  from  pension 
funds  to  guarantee  the  bankers'  loans  to 
the  city.  The  banks  have  received  many 
times  the  value  of  these  loans  in  the 
form  of  interest.  In  fact,  a good  part  of  the 
deficit  cited  by  the  MTA  amounts  to  these 
loans  and  the  interest  due  on  them. 

The  unions  should  demand  that  the 


city  and  MTA  open  their  books  for  public 
inspection.  The  bloodsucking  banks  and 
utilities  must  be  expropriated!  Billions 
should  be  made  available  by  the  federal 
government  for  rebuilding  and  restoring 
an  efficient  and  safe  urban  transit  system 
as  well  as  decent  housing,  schools  and 
hospitals. 

To  achieve  such  ends  necessarily  runs 
up  hard  against  the  realities  of  decaying 
American  imperialism.  The  reformist 
view  that  one  can  smoothly  make  the 
transformation  to  "more  butter,  less  guns” 
is  a myth.  American  capitalism  demands 
the  maintenance  of  its  “top  dog”  position 
as  a military  power,  necessarily  at  the 
expense  of  intensified  exploitation  of 
working  people  at  home  and  abroad.  Only 
the  revolutionary  struggle  for  a workers 
government,  which  once  and  for  all  expro- 
priates the  bourgeoisie,  can  point  the  way 
forward  for  the  labor  movement.  To  lead 
such  a struggle,  what  is  indi.spensable  is  a 
class-struggle  workers  party  that  intransi- 
gently  opposes  the  bourgeois  order  ■ 
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Iraq... 

(continued  from  paf»e  I / ) 

condemnalions  and  ultimalums  for  not 
being  provocative  enough,  including  the 
demand  that  Iraqi  scientists  be  forced  to 
‘'defect" — i.e..  kidnapped. 

The  purpose  such  defectors  serve  is 
illustrated  by  the  case  of  one  Khidhir 
Hamza,  whose  tailor-made  “revelations” 
are  the  basis  for  Washington's  outlandish 
accounts  of  Iraq's  supposed  nuclear  capa- 
bility. In  late  July,  Hamza  claimed  that 
Iraq  might  be  able  to  produce  three 
bombs  by  2005;  seven  weeks  later  he  said 
three  bombs  could  be  built  within  a few 
months.  What  changed?  “Hamza’s  new 
masters  in  the  United  States”  explained 
an  article  in  the  London  Review  of  Book.'i 
(17  October),  wanted  him  “to  add  some 
urgency  to  the  debate.” 

Playing  his  appointed  role  as  Bush's 
mouthpiece.  British  Labour  prime  min- 
ister Tony  Blair  took  time  out  last  week 
from  his  campaign  to  crush  the  Fire  Bri- 
gades Union  to  offer  up  another  of  his 
"dossiers"  justifying  a war.  as  he  did 
before  last  year's  attack  on  Afghanistan. 
Prominent  among  Blair’s  examples  of 
Saddam  Hussein’s  crimes  against  the 
Iraqi  people  is  the  case  of  Dr.  Hussain  al- 
Shahristani,  a scientist  who  was  impris- 
oned for  12  years,  1 1 of  them  in  solitary 
confinement,  for  refusing  to  work  on 
Iraq’s  nuclear  weapons  program.  But 
in  Israel,  heroic  nuclear  technician  Mor- 
dechai  Vanunu  has  been  behind  bars  for 
16  years,  12  of  them  in  .solitary  confine- 
ment. simply  for  revealing  to  the  world 
the  scale  of  the  Zionists'  nuclear  weapons 
program. 

Unlike  Iraq.  Israel  does  have  nukes. 


Gaza  residents  depend  on  for  survival. 
But  these  Zionist  atrocities  arc  buried  in 
the  American  press  and  elicit  barely  a 
peep  of  protest  on  the  streets. 

In  recent  weeks,  barely  a day  has  gone 
by  without  a massacre  of  Palestinians 
somewhere  in  the  West  Bank  or  Gaza,  the 
most  recent  victims  including  a mother  of 
seven,  a mentally  ill  man  and  a 95-year- 
old  woman  sitting  in  a taxi.  In  Hebron, 
where  some  450  Zionist  settlers  already 
controlled  20  percent  of  the  city,  the 
120.000  Palestinian  residents  have  been 
driven  into  an  even  more  confined  ghetto 
following  the  killing  of  a number  of 
Israeli  soldiers  and  security  guards  last 
month.  Three  days  ago,  an  Israeli  attack 
killed  ten  people  in  Gaza,  including  a 
teacher  and  another  worker  at  a UN 
school.  Two  weeks  earlier.  Israeli  sol- 
diers shot  dead  another  UN  official  and 
wounded  one  of  the  West  European  vol- 
unteers who  have  courageously  come  to 
the  Occupied  Territories  as  observers  in 
the  hope  of  deterring  Zionist  terror. 
Defend  the  Palestinians!  Israel  out  of  the 
Occupied  Territories! 

The  Zionist  rulers  are  emboldened  in 
their  onslaught  by  the  total  support  of  the 
Bush  administration.  And  the  most  anti- 
Palestinian  elements  in  the  White  House 
are  also  the  most  rabid  anti-Iraq  war- 
mongers. including  former  Reaganites 
like  Rumsfeld.  Paul  Wolfowiiz.  Richard 
Perle  and.  now,  Elliot  Abrams,  a Zionist 
neoconservative  and  convicted  felon  for 
his  role  in  the  Iran-contra  gun-running 
scam  during  the  Reagan  administra- 
tion. Speaking  of  such  types.  Israeli 
leader  Ariel  Sharon  said  that  “next  to  our 
American  friends”  even  one  of  the  most 
rabidly  anti-Palestinian  members  of  his 
cabinet  is  a “total  dove.”  A fanatical  anti- 


1983:  Current  Secretary 
of  Defense  Donald 
Rumsfeld, 

then  an  emissary  of 
Reagan  administration, 
greets  Saddam  Hussein 
in  Baghdad.  While  U.S. 
today  demonizes 
Hussein,  in  1980s  U.S. 
imperialism  armed  his 
regime  as  a key  ally  in 
the  region. 


300  or  more,  and  is  prepared  to  use 
them.  Under  cover  of  war.  the  Zionist 
rulers  may  well  be  planning  to  forcibly 
expel  many  if  not  all  of  the  more  than 
four  million  Palestinians  living  in  Israel 
and  the  Occupied  Territories  (see  “Israeli 
Terror  Machine  Strangles  Palestinians," 
WV  No.  789.  18  October).  With  half  of 
ail  Palestinians  already  living  on  less 
than  two  dollars  a day.  many  confined  to 
their  homes  for  days  or  weeks  at  a time 
only  to  be  bombed  or  shot  dead  in  their 
beds,  the  army’s  destruction  of  wide 
areas  of  the  West  Bank  earlier  this  year 
was  designed  to  make  life  even  more 
unlivable  for  the  Palestinian  population. 
As  though  such  deliberate  starvation  pol- 
icies were  not  sufficient,  on  November 
30  Israeli  troops  destroyed  a UN  depot 
containing  550  tons  of  food,  which  many 


Communist,  Abrams  is  also  a fervent 
advocate  of  the  Zionist  alliance  with 
Christian  fundamentalists  like  Pat  Rob- 
ertson. whose  1991  tract  The  New  World 
Order  was  an  unadulterated  rehash  of  the 
notoriously  anti-Semitic  Protocols  of  the 
Elders  of  Zion. 

For  a Socialist  Federation 
of  the  Near  East! 

The  Arab  bourgeois  regimes  hide 
behind  the  mantle  of  “anti-Zionism"  to 
deflect  the  anger  of  the  impoverished  and 
oppressed  Arab  masses.  But  their  venal- 
ity and  craven  subordination  to  the  impe- 
rialists is  illustrated  not  least  by  how  rap- 
idly they  fell  in  line  behind  the  U.S.  war 
drive.  Fearing  the  eruption  of  social  tur- 
moil following  a U.S.  invasion  of  Iraq, 
the  Arab  rulers  have  responded  by  tight- 
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Revolutionary  Internationalist  Contingent  organized  by  Spartacist  League/ 
Spartacus  Youth  Club  at  October  26  San  Francisco  antiwar  rally  offered 
alternative  to  liberal-pacifist  politics  of  protest  organizers. 


ening  the  screws  of  repression  at  home. 
Last  month.  Jordan’s  King  Abdullah 
ordered  troops  to  occupy  the  town  of 
Maan  to  quell  ongoing  protests  there, 
leaving  five  dead  and  dozens  injured. 

Saddam  Hussein  is  himself  a prime 
example  of  how  the  Arab  bourgeois 
regimes  have  crushed  the  working  masses 
in  the  service  of  the  imperialists.  He  is 
every  inch  the  ghoulish  torturer  that  the 
American  press  today  portrays  him  to  be. 
But  the  U.S.  was  happy  to  assist  this  tor- 
turer as  long  as  it  suited  American  inter- 
ests. particularly  in  countering  Soviet 
influence  in  the  region  (though  Baghdad 
got  plenty  of  Soviet  aid  as  well).  During 
the  Iran-Iraq  War  of  1980-88.  the  U.S. 
gave  Iraq  economic  and  military  aid  and 
intelligence,  while  treacherously  shipping 
weapons  to  Iran  at  limes  as  well.  In  1983, 
Rumsfeld  visited  Baghdad  as  Reagan’s 
envoy  and  met  with  Saddam  Hussein. 
U.S..  German  and  French  firms  provided 
Baghdad  with  technology  for  the  devel- 
opment of  chemical,  biological  and 
nuclear  weapons.  Among  these  was  the 
Bechtel  Corporation  in  1988,  whose  top 
executives  at  the  time  included  Reagan’s 
secretary  of  state.  George  Schultz.  It  was 
only  in  1990.  as  the  Soviet  Union  was 
collapsing,  that  Washington  turned  on  the 
Iraqi  strongman,  denouncing  him  as 
"another  Hitler”  when  he  seized  Kuwait 
from  its  billionaire  oil  sheiks. 

In  fact,  it  was  the  U.S.  and  Britain,  now 
proclaiming  their  noble  goal  of  restoring 
democracy  in  Iraq,  which  helped  put  Sad- 
dam Hussein  and  his  Ba’ath  Party  in 
power  in  the  first  place.  Iraq  is  an  artifi- 
cial entity  created  by  the  British  colonial- 
ists after  World  War  I,  with  borders  drawn 
through  the  living  body  of  the  Kurdish 
and  other  peoples  in  order  to  safeguard 
British  oil  interests.  When  the  British- 
installed  monarchy  was  overthrown  by 
left-nationalist  military  officers  under 
Abd  al-Karim  Qassim  in  1958,  this 
opened  up  a revolutionary  situation  in 
which  real  power  was  increasingly  in 
the  hands  of  the  Iraqi  Communist  Party 
(ICP).  American  troops  were  deployed 
to  nearby  Lebanon,  and  the  Pentagon 
and  CIA  drew  up  contingency  plans  to 
foment  counterrevolution  in  Iraq,  includ- 
ing through  a full-scale  invasion  ("A 
Desert  Squall:  Anglo-American  Planning 
for  Military  Intervention  in  Iraq,  July 
1 958- August  1959,”  Middle  Eastern 
Studies,  July  1999). 

In  the  event,  the  revolutionary  uphea- 
val in  Iraq  was  soon  beheaded  from 
within.  Instead  of  leading  the  workers  in 
a struggle  for  power,  the  Stalinist  ICP 
leadership  lied  them  to  Qassim’s  bour- 
geois nationalists.  On  orders  from  the 
Soviet  Stalinists,  who  were  pursuing  the 
chimera  of  “peaceful  coexistence”  with 
U.S.  imperialism,  the  ICP  moved  to  rein 
in  its  working-class  base,  and  the  revolu- 
tionary wave  began  to  recede.  This  pre- 
pared the  way  for  a counterrevolutionary 
bloodbath  in  1963,  when  the  Ba'athists 
came  to  power  and  rounded  up  and  mur- 
dered some  5.000  leftists  and  trade  union- 
ists on  the  basis  of  lists  supplied  by  the 
CIA.  Thrown  out  by  their  military  allies 
later  that  year,  the  Ba’athists  returned  to 
power  in  1968— with  Saddam  Hussein 


coming  to  the  fore  a year  later — and 
again  proceeded  to  terrorize  Jews,  Com- 
munists and  sundry  oppositionists  while 
laying  waste  to  the  Kurdish  regions. 

A workers  revolution  in  Iraq  in  1958-59, 
carried  out  under  the  banner  of  proletar- 
ian internationalism  and  defense  of  the 
national  rights  of  all  the  peoples  of  the 
region,  would  have  had  a profound 
impact  throughout  the  Near  East,  not 
least  in  helping  to  shatter  the  chauvinist 
consensus  binding  the  Hebrew-speaking 
proletariat  to  the  Israeli  capitalist  rulers. 
By  contrast,  the  criminal  and  indiscrimi- 
nate terror  attacks  carried  out  by  Pales- 
tinian nationalists  and  Islamists  against 
Israeli  civilians,  and  the  anti-Semitism 
which  is  today  endemic  in  the  Arab  coun- 
tries. serve  only  to  strengthen  the  Zionist 
stranglehold  on  the  Hebrew  workers. 

The  growing  strength  of  Islamic  fun- 
damentalism underlines  the  stark  choice 
confronting  workers  and  the  oppressed  in 
the  Arab  world:  either  vile  anti-woman. 
anti-Semitic  reaction  or  international  so- 
cialist revolution.  And  there  can  be  no 
revolutionary  perspective  in  the  Near 
East  which  rejects  the  fight  to  win  over 
the  proletariat  of  the  most  technologi- 
cally advanced  and  militarily  powerful 
capitalist  state  in  the  region.  The  Zionist 
garrison-stale,  inherently  oppressive  to 
the  Palestinian  people,  must  be  shattered 
from  within  through  workers  revolution. 
It  will  likely  take  events  on  the  order  of 
the  Iraqi  Revolution  to  break  the  Hebrew 
workers  from  Zionist  reaction,  but  it  will 
not  happen  at  all  without  recognizing  their 
right  to  a national  existence. 

The  lesson  of  the  betrayal  of  the  Iraqi 
proletariat  in  1958-59 — and  the  sub- 
sequent decades  of  imperialist  aggrand- 
izement, nationalist  butchery  and  Islamic 
reaction — is  the  need  to  forge  revolu- 
tionary parties  committed  to  the  politi- 
cal independence  of  the  proletariat.  Only 
through  proletarian  revolutions  against 
all  the  bonapartist  dictators,  sheiks  and 
Zionist  butchers  can  the  workers  and 
oppressed  throw  off  the  imperialist  yoke 
and  lay  the  basis  for  a socialist  federation 
of  the  Near  East,  Defend  Iraq  against 
imperialist  attack!  All  U.S./UN  troops 
out  of  the  Near  East!m 


CORRECTIONS 

In  our  article  “U.S.  Hands  Off 
Iraq!”  (WVNo.  786,  6 September), 
we  wrote:  "The  decade  following 
the  Gulf  War  was  marked  by  one 
American  military  adventure  after 
another,  from  Panama,  Somalia 
and  Haiti  to  the  Balkans  and  Af- 
ghanistan.’’ In  fact,  the  U.S.  inter- 
vention in  Panama  occurred  in 
1989.  more  than  a year  before  the 
start  of  the  Gulf  War. 

In  “Defend  North  Korea!"  (WV 
No.  790,  I November),  we  stated 
that  in  the  1950-53  Korean  War. 
U.S.  imperialism  only  achieved 
“a  stalemate  at  the  48th  parallel.” 
This  should  have  read  "the  38th 
parallel."  which  roughly  divides 
North  and  South  Korea. 
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Subject  Index... 

(continued  from  page  16) 

• Cases— And  see  Abu-Jamal:  Defense 
Campaign;  “Globalization”  Protests;  Iraq: 
Antiwar  Protests;  Partisan  Defense 
Committee.  See  also  Armed  Forces;  Australia; 
Cuba;  Turkey. 

Ashcroft’s  “AntiTerror"  Frame-Up  of  Leftist 
Lawyer:  Hands  Off  Lynne  Stewart!,  #779 
19  Apr.  (2,  3) 

He  Burned  Confederate  Flag:  Defend  Emmett 
Rufus  Eddy!  (PDC  letter),  #780.  3 May  (2) 

The  Fight  for  Geronimo’s  Freedom  (L),  #781 
17  May  (2) 

Cops,  Feds  Target  Long  Beach  Anarchists 
(YSp),  #784,  12  July  (8,  14) 

Free  the  Ohio  71  (CSDN),  #787,  20  Sept.  (2) 

Civil  Rights — See  Black  Question;  Horowitz. 

Civil  Rights  Movement — See  Black  Question; 

U.S.:  General,  History. 

Cliffites — See  Britain;  Iraq:  General.  See  also 
Near  East:  General;  Northern  Ireland. 

COINTELPRO — See  U.S.:  “War  on  Terror".  See 
also  Abu-Jamal:  Defense  Campaign;  U.S.: 
History. 

Colonialism — See  Quote  of  the  Week.  See  also 
Armed  Forces;  France;  Religion;  U.S.:  History. 

Columbia  University — See  D’Souza;  Iraq:  Antiwar 
Protests. 

Communications  Workers  of  America  (CWA) — See 
Obituaries. 

Communist  Party  USA  (CPUSA) — See  U.S.: 
History.  See  also  Archives  of  the  Marxist 
Movement. 

Construction  Workers — See  Germany. 

CUBA— And  see  U.S.:  History;  Venezuela. 

Free  the  Miami  Five!,  #772,  1 1 Jan.  (2,  9) 
Mexican  Trotskyists  Denounce  Fox  Government 
Provocations  {Espartaco),  #781, 17  May  (2, 11) 
Carter/Bush:  Two  Faces  of  Counterrevolution — 
Defend  Cuba  Against  U.S.  Imperialism!,  #782, 
31  May  (1,8,  9) 

DEATH  PENALTY — And  see  Abu-Jamal: 
Defense  Campaign;  Civil  Liberties:  General. 
Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty!,  #788,  4 Oct. 
(16,  14.  15) 

Defense  Cases — See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases. 

DETROIT— And  see  U.S.:  History. 

Anti-Arab  Witchhunt.  Mass  Layoffs.  #774, 

8 Feb.  (2,  15) 

Divestment — See  Near  East. 

D’SOUZA,  DINESH— And  see  Horowitz. 
Columbia  University;  SYC  Leads  D'Souza 
Protest  (YSp),  #778.  5 Apr.  (7) 

University  of  Chicago  D’Souza  Protest  (YSp), 
#783,  14  June  (8) 

Drug  Witchhunt— See  Black  Question;  Civil 
Liberties:  General. 

East  Timor — See  Australia. 

Economics — See  Airline  Workers;  Argentina; 
China:  Immigration:  General;  U.S.:  General. 

Education — See  U.S.:  General. 

Elections— See  U.S.:  General.  See  also  France; 
Germany. 

Engels,  Friedrich — See  Quote  of  the  Week. 

Enron — See  U.S.:  General. 

Epton,  Bill — See  Black  Question. 

Europe— See  Immigration:  General;  U.S.: 
International  Relations;  specific  countries. 

Fascism — See  France;  Internationalist  Group. 

Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  (FBI) — See  Abu- 
Jamal:  Defense  Campaign;  Civil  Liberties: 
Cases;  U.S.:  History,  “War  on  Terror”. 

Feminism — See  Afghanistan;  Woman  Question. 

Firefighters — See  Britain. 


Florida — See  U.S.:  “War  on  Terror”;  Woman 
Question. 

FRANCE— And  see  Immigration:  Oakland 
Labor/Immigrant  Defense  Rally; 
Internationalist  Group;  Spain. 

Open  Letter  to  Lutte  Ouvriere  on  French 
Elections,  #778.  5 Apr.  (4,  8,  9) 

Fascist  Le  Pen  Scores  Big  Gain  in  Elections 
(Le  Bolchevik),  #780,  3 May  (1.6.  7) 

Racist  War  Against  North  Africans  in  France 
(Le  Bolchevik),  #781,  17  May  (4,  5.  6.  7) 

Fake  Left  Backs  Chirac.  #781, 17  May  (12, 11) 
Why  We  Still  Don’t  Call  for  a Vote  to  Lutte 
Ouvriere  (Le  Bolchevik),  #782.  31  May  (3. 11) 
Down  With  Anti-Sex  Censorship!  (YSp),  #783, 

14  June  (8) 

Free  Trade  Association  of  the  Americas  (FTAA) — 
See  Argentina. 

GAY  RIGHTS— And  see  Woman  Question. 
Transgender  Youth  Murdered  in  Brutal  Attack 
(YSp).  #791,  15  Nov.  (3) 

Berkeley  Protest  Against  Anti-Gay  Bigot  Phelps 
(YSp),  #792,  29  Nov.  (5) 

GERMANY — And  see  Immigration:  Oakland 
Labor/Immigrant  Defense  Rally;  Soviet  Union; 
Turkey. 

Metal  Workers  Strikes  Rattle  Government,  #782, 
31  May  (12,  9) 

Striking  German  Construction  Workers  Say: 
“Long  Live  International  Solidarity!" 
{Spartakist),  #784,  12  July  (13) 

Schroder’s  Defiance  of  Bush  over  Iraq  Wins 
German  Elections,  #788,  4 Oct.  (4.  5.  9) 

“GLOBALIZATION”  PROTESTS— And  see 
also  South  Africa. 

Hundreds  Arrested  at  IMF/World  Bank 
Demonstrations  (PDC  letter),  #788,  4 Oct.  (16) 

Green  Party — See  Germany;  U.S.:  General, 
International  Relations. 

Guevara.  Che — See  U.S.:  History. 

Haiti — See  Immigration:  General. 

Harlem — See  Black  Question. 

Harvard  University — See  Horowitz. 

Hispanics — See  Latinos. 

History  of  the  Marxist  Movement — See  Archives  of 
the  Marxist  Movement;  Immigration:  General; 
Soviet  Union;  U.S.:  History. 

Homeland  Security  Act — See  U.S.:  “War  on 
Terror”. 

Homosexual  Rights — See  Gay  Rights;  Woman 
Question. 

HOROWITZ,  DAVID 

UCLA  Students  Protest  Racist  Ideologues  for 
U.S.  Imperialism  (YSp),  #773.  25  Jan.  (5) 
Harvard  Protest  Against  Racist  Ideologue  (YSp), 
#778.  5 Apr.  (7) 

University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago;  Racist 
Demagogue  Horowitz  on  a Rampage  (YSp). 
#792,  29  Nov.  (5) 

Housing  Question — See  Chicago. 

IMMIGRATION 

• General — And  see  Latinos;  U.S.:  “War  on 
Terror".  See  also  Australia;  France;  Germany; 
Longshoremen. 

Immigrants  and  the  Class  Struggle  (S) 

Part  1,  #774,  8 Feb.  (16.  12.  13.  14) 

Part  2.  #775,  22  Feb.  (16,  14.  15) 

Capitalist  Europe’s  War  on  Immigrants  Is  a War 
on  All  Workers  (International  Communist 
League  statement).  #784,  12  July  (4.  5,  12) 
U.S.  Rulers  Close  Borders  to  “Commuter 
Students"  (YSp).  #785,  9 Aug.  (7) 

Asylum  Now  for  Haitian  Refugees!,  #791, 

15  Nov.  (12) 

• Oakland  Labor/Immigrant  Defense  Rally 

Down  With  the  Anti-Immigrant  Witchhunt! 

(LBL/PDC  leaflet),  #773.  25  Jan.  (12.  9) 
Mobilizing  for  the  February  9 Immigrant  Rights 
Demo  (YSp),  #774,  8 Feb.  (3,  14) 

Endorsers  List,  #774,  8 Feb.  (3) 

Oakland  Labor-Centered  Mobilization  Defies 
"National  Unity”.  #775.  22  Feb.  (1,  8.  9) 

ICL  Sections  Mobilize  Against  Anti-Immigrant, 
Anti-Labor  Attacks.  #775.  22  Feb.  (3.  12.  13) 
Mobilizing  Youth  for  February  9 (YSp).  #775. 

22  Feb.  (7) 


Speeches  at  Bay  Area  Mobilization,  #775. 

22  Feb.  (10,  11) 

It  Took  $$$  to  Mobilize  in  Defense  of  Immigrant 
Rights.  #775.  22  Feb.  (9) 

Endorsers  List,  #775,  22  Feb.  (8.  9) 

Imperialism — See  Afghanistan;  Australia;  China; 
Cuba;  “Globalization"  Protests;  Iraq;  Quote  of 
the  Week;  Religion;  United  States.  See  also 
Philippines. 

India — See  Kashmir. 

Indonesia — See  Australia. 

Industrial  Workers  of  the  World  (IWW) — See 
Immigration:  General. 

International  Bolshevik  Tendency — See 
Longshoremen. 

International  Communist  League  (Fourth 
Internationalist)  (ICL) — See  Britain; 

Immigration;  Iraq:  General;  Ireland. 

See  also  Adams;  Cuba;  France;  Germany; 
Internationalist  Group;  Italy;  Phillips. 

International  Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union 
(ILWU) — See  Immigration:  Oakland 
Labor/Immigrant  Defense  Rally; 
Longshoremen. 

International  Longshoremen’s  Association  (ILA)— 
See  Longshoremen. 

International  Monetary  Fund  (IMF) — See 

Argentina;  “Globalization"  Protests;  U.S.: 
General. 

International  Socialist  Organization  (ISO) — See 

Afghanistan;  D’Souza;  Horowitz;  Iraq;  Near 
East;  U.S.:  International  Relations.  See  also 
Cuba;  Britain;  Longshoremen;  Near  East; 
General;  Soviet  Union. 

INTERNATIONALIST  GROUP  (IG)— And  see 
France;  Latinos;  Mexico;  Near  East;  General. 

IG  Disappears  Red  Army  Fight  Against  Islamic 
Reaction  in  Afghanistan,  #772,  11  Jan.  (3,  9) 

Simple-Minded  Lies  and  Simple-Minded  Liars. 
#785.  9 Aug.  (4,  9) 

Venezuela:  Opportunism  Makes  Strange 
Bedfellows.  #787,  20  Sept.  (7.  14) 

IRAN— And  see  Socialist  Action. 

1979:  Proletarian  Revolution  or  Islamic  Reaction 
(Le  Bolchevik),  #784,  12  July  (10,  11,12) 

IRAQ 

• General — And  see  Germany;  Iran; 
Longshoremen;  Near  East:  General;  U.S.: 
International  Relations. 

U.S.  Hands  Off  Iraq!,  #786,  6 Sept.  (1.  12.  13)* 
U.S.  Hands  Off  Iraq!  (C).  #793,  13  Dec.  (12) 

Defend  Iraq  Against  U.S.  Attack!,  #788.  4 Oct. 

(1, 10.  11. 12) 

Defend  Iraq!  Down  With  U.S.  War  Moves!,  #789. 
18  Oct.  (1.8,  9) 

Defend  Iraq  Against  U.S.  and  Allied  Imperialist 
Attack!  (International  Communist  League 
statement),  #790, 1 Nov.  (1, 6,  7,  8.  9) 
Imperialists  Step  Up  Terror  Bombing  of  Iraq, 
#793,  13  Dec.  (1.  11.  12) 

• Antiwar  Protests 

New  York  SYC:  Protest  U.S.  War  Moves  Against 
Iraq!  (YSp),  #787,  20  Sept.  (16.  9) 

Build  the  Revolutionary  Internationalist 
Contingent  on  October  26!  (YSp),  #789. 

18  Oct.  (6.  7) 

UlC  Lecturer  Arrested  for  Protesting  War  Against 
Iraq  (YSp).  #789,  18  Oct.  (7) 

SYCs  Say:  U.S.  Hands  Off  Iraq!  (YSp).  #789, 

18  Oct.  (7) 

Mass  Protests  Against  Bush’s  War  Moves,  #791 . 
15  Nov.  (1.  9,  10.  11) 

IRELAND — And  see  immigration;  Oakland 
Labor/Immigrant  Defense  Rally;  Northern 
Ireland. 

Welcome  Sparfac/sf /re/and,  #779,  19  Apr.  (3) 

Islam — See  Philippines;  Woman  Question. 

Islamic  Fundamentalism — See  Internationalist 
Group;  Iran;  Near  East:  General;  Religion. 

Israel — See  Near  East;  U.S.:  International 
Relations. 

ITALY 

Mass  Labor  Protest  in  Rome.  #778,  5 Apr.  (2,  11) 
Fiat  Workers  Fight  to  Save  Their  Jobs,  #793, 

13  Dec.  (8.  9) 
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JAPAN— And  see  also  China;  North  Korea. 
Women's  Oppression  and  the  Emperor  System; 
Abolish  the  Monarchy — For  a Workers 
Republic!  (Spartacist  Japan).  #793.  13  Dec. 

{6.  7) 

Jewish  Question— See  Near  East:  General. 

ji  Jaga  (Pratt),  Geronimo— See  Black  Question; 
Civil  Liberties:  Cases. 

KASHMIR 

Kashmir:  Flash  Point  for  War.  #783,  14  June 
(1.  15) 

Korean  War— See  North  Korea;  U.S.:  History. 

Kurdish  Question — See  Iraq;  Turkey.  See  also 
Near  East:  General. 

Labor — See  Immigration;  Iraq;  Near  East:  Anti- 
Zionist  Protests;  Quote  of  the  Week;  United 
States;  specific  occupations.  See  also  Britain; 
Germany;  Italy;  Mexico;  South  Africa. 

LABOR  BLACK  LEAGUES  (LBLs)-And  see 
Immigration:  Oakland  Labor/Immigrant 
Defense  Rally. 

Join  the  Labor  Black  Leagues!,  #774.  8 Feb.  (11) 

Latin  America — See  Argentina;  Cuba;  Mexico; 
Religion;  Venezuela. 

LATINOS-And  see  Civil  Liberties:  General; 
Police. 

South  Chicago:  Snapshots  of  Latino  and  Black 
Life.  #786.  6 Sept.  (4) 

An  IG  Provocation  (L).  #789.  18  Oct.  (4.  5) 

League  for  the  Revolutionary  Party  (LRP) — See 
Immigration:  General. 

League  of  Revolutionary  Black  Workers — See 
U.S.:  History. 

Left  Organizations — See  Iraq:  Antiwar  Protests; 
Near  East:  Anti-Zionist  Protests;  U.S.:  History; 
specific  organizations. 

Lenin.  V.  I. — See  Quote  of  the  Week. 

Liebknecht,  Karl — See  Quote  of  the  Week. 

Ligue  Communiste  Revolutionnaire  (LCR) — See 
France.  See  also  Iran. 

LONGSHOREMEN— And  see  Immigration: 
Oakland  Labor/Immigrant  Defense  Rally. 

See  also  Iraq:  General. 

Marxism  vs.  Trade  Union  Opportunism  (L), 

#773.  25  Jan.  (2.  9) 

ILA  Crane  Operators  Defeat  Anti-Union  Assault, 
#782.  31  May  (12.  11) 

Showdown  on  West  Coast  Waterfront.  #783. 

14  June  (16,  12.  13.  14) 

Union  Gains  Under  the  Gun,  #784,  12  July 
(16.  15) 

Lies.  Damned  Lies  and  Statistics,  #784. 

12  July  (15) 

ILWU  Threatened  by  “National  Unity"  Crusade, 
#785.  9 Aug.  (3.  8) 

Bush  Steps  Up  Threats  Against  ILWU,  #786, 

6 Sept.  (16.  14) 

West  Coast  Shipping  Bosses  Lock  Out 
Longshore  Union,  #788,  4 Oct.  (1 , 15) 

PMA  Brings  Armed  Thugs  to  Federal  Mediation 
Meeting,  #788,  4 Oct.  (1) 

Down  With  Taft-Hartley  Slave-Labor  Law!,  #789. 
18  Oct.  (1.  10) 

Housekeeping  (L),  #793,  13  Dec.  (2) 

Los  Angeles — See  Police. 

Lutte  Ouvriere  (LO) — See  France.  See  also  Iran. 

Luxemburg.  Rosa— See  Quote  of  the  Week. 

Malcolm  X — See  Black  Question;  U.S.:  History. 

Maoism— See  China;  U.S.:  History. 

Maritime  Security  Act  (MSA) — See  Immigration: 
Oakland  Labor/Immigrant  Defense  Rally; 
Longshoremen. 

McKay.  Claude — See  Quote  of  the  Week. 

MEXICO — And  see  Cuba;  Immigration: 

Oakland  Labor/Immigrant  Defense  Rally; 
Internationalist  Group. 

The  IG,  the  Unions  and  the  State  {Espartaco), 
#775.  22  Feb.  (2.  13) 

Free  Gloria  Trevi!  {Espartaco).  #780.  3 May  (3) 
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Stand-Off  over  New  Airport  Site:  Peasant  Protests 
Against  Land  Seizure,  #785.  9 Aug.  (5.  8) 

Military  Recruiters — See  Armed  Forces. 

Miners — See  South  Africa. 

Moultrie.  William  (Bill) — See  Obituaries. 

MOVE— See  Abu-Jamal:  Defense  Campaign. 

NAFTA— See  Argentina;  Immigration:  General; 
Mexico. 

National  Question — See  Kashmir;  Near  East: 
General;  Northern  Ireland;  Philippines;  Quote 
of  the  Week;  Spain;  Turkey. 

Native  Americans — See  Canada. 

NEAR  EAST 

• General— And  see  Iraq;  Religion;  U.S.: 
International  Relations. 

Defiance  by  Army  Reservists  Shakes  Zionist 
Bunker.  #776,  8 Mar.  (1.  10.  11) 

Defend  the  Palestinian  People!,  #778,  5 Apr. 

(1.9) 

Zionist  Bloodbath  in  Jenin,  #779.  19  Apr, 

(1.  8.  9.  10) 

On  the  Hebrew-Speaking  Nation  (L).  #782, 

31  May  (2.  10) 

For  a Socialist  Federation  of  the  Near  East!. 

#783,  14  June  (4.  5.  9.  10.  11) 

U.S. /Israel  Axis  of  Terror.  #784,  12  July  (1. 6) 
Down  With  Bloody  Zionist  Occupation!.  #785, 

9 Aug.  (12.  11) 

On  the  Slogan  "No  U.S.  Aid  to  Israel!"  (YSp). 

#786.  6 Sept.  (6.  7.  8.  10) 

Israeli  Terror  Machine  Strangles  Palestinians. 
#789,  18  Oct.  (12.  11) 

• Anti-Zionist  Protests 

S.F.  Labor  Council  Motion  Bureaucratically 
Suppressed,  #779.  19  Apr.  (9) 

What's  Wrong  with  Campus  Divestment 
Campaign  (YSp).  #780,  3 May  (4.  7) 

Bay  Area:  Defend  Pro-Palestinian  Protesters! 

(YSp).  #783,  14  June  (7) 

Down  With  Witchhunt  Against  Pro-Palestinian 
Activists!  (PDC  letter)  (YSp).  #784.  12  July  (8) 
Protest  Firing  of  Palestinian  Professor!  (CSDN), 
#787.  20  Sept.  (2) 

Defend  Pro-Palestinian  Protesters!  (YSp).  #792, 
29  Nov.  (4,  5) 

New  Left — See  U.S.:  History. 

New  York  City — See  Biack  Question;  Civil 
Liberties:  General;  Transit  Workers. 

New  York  Times — See  Black  Question. 

Nigeria — See  Woman  Question. 

NORTH  KOREA— And  see  China.  See  also 
Iraq:  General. 

U.S.  Troops  Out  of  Korea  Now!,  #776,  8 Mar. 

(12.9) 

Imperialist-Backed  South  Korean  Provocation, 
#784,  12  July  (2,  14) 

Defend  North  Korea!,  #790,  1 Nov.  (1.  2,  3)* 
Defend  North  Korea!  (C),  #793,  13  Dec.  (12) 

NORTHERN  IRELAND— And  see  Britain; 
Ireland. 

Imperialist  "Peace"  Fraud  Fuels  Loyalist  Terror 
{Workers  Hammer).  #773.  25  Jan.  (3,  10.  11) 
Catholic  Minority  Under  Siege:  Trade  Unions  Act 
Against  Sectarian  Terror  Spartacist  Ireland). 
#788,  4 Oct.  (3.  13) 

Oakland — See  Immigration:  Oakland 
Labor/Immigrant  Defense  Rally;  Police. 

OBITUARIES— And  see  Black  Question. 

William  ("Bill")  Moultrie  1927-2002.  #772. 

11  Jan.  (2) 

Charlie  Brooks  26  December  1980-14  February 
2002  (YSp).  #775,  22  Feb.  (6) 

In  Honor  of  Our  Comrade  Bill  Moultrie.  #776, 

8 Mar.  (4.  5) 

Cory  Pearson  1948-2002,  #790,  1 Nov.  (3) 

In  Memory  of  Our  Comrade  Cory  Pearson. 

#792,  29  Nov.  (6.  7.  8) 

Phyllis  Anwar  (1919-2002).  #793.  13  Dec.  (2) 

Pakistan — See  Kashmir. 

Palestinians — See  Near  East. 

PARTISAN  DEFENSE  COMMITTEE  (PDC) 
—And  see  Immigration:  Oakland  Labor/ 
Immigrant  Defense  Rally.  See  also  Civil 
Liberties:  Cases;  ‘‘Globalization ' Protests; 


Near  East:  Anti-Zionist  Protests;  Police; 

Transit  Workers;  Turkey;  U.S.:  “War  on  Terror  ”. 
Build  PDC  Holiday  Appeal  for  Class-War 
Prisoners!  (CSDN).  #791.  15  Nov.  (2) 

Party  Question— See  Archives  of  the  Marxist 
Movement;  Quote  of  the  Week. 

Pearson,  Cory— See  Obituaries. 

Permanent  Revolution — See  China;  Iran;  Iraq: 
General;  Near  East:  General;  Philippines; 
Woman  Question. 

Phelps,  Fred— See  Gay  Rights. 

PHILIPPINES 

“War  on  Terror”  Targets  Leftists.  Muslims.  #779. 
19  Apr.  (12, 10) 

Church  and  State  vs.  Women  in  the  Philippines 
(W&R).  #790,  1 Nov.  (4,  5.  10) 

Hands  Off  Communist  Party  of  the  Philippines!, 
#790,  1 Nov.  (10) 

PHILLIPS,  MARTHA 
Martha  Phillips  10  March  1948 — 9 February 
1992.  #774.  8 Feb.  (2) 

Phone  Workers — See  Obituaries. 

POLICE— And  see  Black  Question;  Civil 
Liberties:  General;  U.S.:  “War  on  Terror".  See 
also  France;  “Globalization”  Protests;  Transit 
Workers. 

Oakland  Police  Thugs  Face  Trial.  #778, 

5 Apr.  (5) 

New  Jersey:  Protest  Police  Killing  of  Santiago 
Villanueva!.  #783,  14  June  (2) 

Police  Terror  U.S.A.,  #784,  12  July  (16) 

In  Wake  of  Inglewood  Police  Beating:  Black 
Democrats  Smother  Outrage.  #785,  9 Aug. 

(2.  8) 

Free  Mitchell  Crooks!  (PDC  letter).  #785. 

9 Aug.  (8) 

Popular  Front — See  France;  Mexico. 

Port  Truckers — See  Immigration:  Oakland 
Labor/Immigrant  Defense  Rally; 

Longshoremen. 

Postal  Workers — See  Abu-Jamal:  Message  from 
Death  Row. 

Pratt  (ji  Jaga),  Geronimo — See  Black  Question; 
Civil  Liberties:  Cases. 

Progressive  Labor  Party  (PLP) — See  Black 
Question;  Iraq:  General;  Police. 

Prometheus  Research  Library — See  Adams; 
Archives  of  the  Marxist  Movement. 

Protectionism — See  Longshoremen. 

Puerto  Rico — See  Armed  Forces. 

Queens.  NY — See  Transit  Workers. 

QUOTE  OF  THE  WEEK 

Trade  Unions  in  Dependent  Capitalist  Countries 
(Leon  Trotsky).  #772.  11  Jan.  (2) 

For  the  Communism  of  Lenin,  Liebknecht  and 
Luxemburg!  {Militant.  25  January  1930),  #773. 
25  Jan.  (2) 

For  Black  Liberation  Through  Socialist 
Revolution!  {Militant,  25  November  1944). 

#774,  8 Feb.  (2) 

The  Bolshevik  Revolution  and  Black  Liberation 
(Claude  McKay).  #775,  22  Feb.  (2) 

The  October  Revolution  and  Women’s  Liberation 
(V.l.  Lenin).  #776,  8 Mar.  (2) 

For  Socialist  Revolution  to  Bring  Down  U.S. 
Imperialism!  (James  R Cannon).  #777, 

22  Mar.  (2) 

Marxism  and  Religion  (Friedrich  Engels),  #778. 

5 Apr.  (2) 

Against  American  Imperialist  Militarism! 

(Socialist  Workers  Party.  1938).  #779. 

19  Apr.  (2) 

Capitalism  and  Unemployment  (Leon  Trotsky). 
#780,  3 May  (2) 

The  Fraud  of  Bourgeois  "Democracy"  (V.l. 

Lenin),  #781,  17  May  (2) 

Political  Revolution  and  Defense  of  the  Workers 
State  (Leon  Trotsky).  #782,  31  May  (2) 

U.S.  Imperialism:  Greatest  Enemy  of  World's 
Workers  (James  R Cannon),  #783. 14  June  (2) 
Defend  the  Separation  of  Church  and  State! 
(James  R Cannon).  #784.  12  July  (2) 

Capitalist  Democracy:  Tool  of  Exploitation  (V.l 
Lenin).  #785.  9 Aug.  (2) 

WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Defense  of  Semicolonial  Countries  Against 
Imperialist  Attack  (Leon  Trotsky),  #786, 

6 Sept.  (2) 

The  October  Revolution  and  Women’s 
Emancipation  {Clara  Zetkin),  #787,  20  Sept. 
(2) 

War  and  the  Struggle  Against  Imperialism  (Leon 
Trotsky).  #788,  4 Oct.  (2) 

Communist  Opposition  to  Imperialist  War  (V.l. 

Lenin).  #789.  18  Oct.  (2) 

On  the  85th  Anniversary  of  the  Russian 
Revolution  (James  R Cannon),  #790. 

I Nov.  (2) 

Internal  Struggle  in  the  Leninist  Party  (James  R 
Cannon),  #791,  15  Nov.  (2) 

Bourgeois  Elections  and  the  Dictatorship  of 
Capital  (V.l.  Lenin).  #792.  29  Nov.  (2) 

For  a Class-Struggle  Leadership  in  the  Unions! 
(James  R Cannon).  #793.  13  Dec.  (2) 

RELIGION — And  see  Death  Penalty;  Gay 
Rights:  Mexico;  Near  East:  General;  Northern 
Ireland;  Philippines;  Quote  of  the  Week;  U.S.: 
General;  Woman  Question. 

The  West  and  Islamic  Fundamentalism:  Salman 
Rushdie’s  Verses  for  Imperialism,  #772, 

II  Jan.  (4.  10) 

Religion  and  the  Development  of  Capitalism  (L), 
#778,  5 Apr.  (3) 

Revolutionary  Association  of  Women  of 
Afghanistan  (RAWA)— See  Afghanistan; 

Woman  Question. 

Revolutionary  Communist  Party  (RCP) — See  U.S.: 
History,  International  Relations.  See  also  Iraq: 
Antiwar  Protests;  Near  East:  Anti-Zionist 
Protests. 

ROTC — See  Armed  Forces:  Iraq:  Antiwar 
Protests. 

Rushdie,  Salman — See  Religion. 

Russia — See  Iraq:  General;  Soviet  Union. 

Russian  Question — See  Britain;  Internationalist 
Group. 

Russian  Revolution — See  China;  Quote  of  the 
Week;  Soviet  Union;  U.S.:  International 
Relations. 

San  Francisco  Labor  Council — See  Near  East: 
Anti-Zionist  Protests. 

San  Francisco  State  University  (SFSU) — See 
Near  East:  Anti-Zionist  Protests. 

Serbia — See  Iraq:  General. 

Sex  Witchhunt — See  Campus  Repression;  Civil 
Liberties:  Cases;  Gay  Rights.  See  also 
France;  Mexico;  Woman  Question. 

Shachtman,  Max — See  Archives  of  the  Marxist 
Movement. 

SOCIALIST  ACTION  (SA)— And  see  Cuba. 

See  also  Near  East:  General. 

Hate  Red  Army  In  Afghanistan  (L),  #777,  22  Mar. 

(2.11)* 

Hate  Red  Army  (C).  #778.  5 Apr.  (10) 

Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP) — See  Cuba;  Near 
East:  General;  Quote  of  the  Week;  U.S.: 
History.  See  also  Archives  of  the  Marxist 
Movement;  Socialist  Action. 

SOUTH  AFRICA  — And  see  Immigration: 
Oakland  Labor/Immigrant  Defense  Rally; 

Near  East:  Anti-Zionist  Protests. 

Mass  Arrests  of  South  African  Protesters 
{Spartacist  South  Africa).  #780,  3 May  (11) 
Protests  Hit  “Development  Summit”.  #786, 

6 Sept.  (16.  15) 

Striking  Miners  Killed  on  the  Picket  Line.  #790, 

1 Nov.  (12.  9) 

South  Korea — See  China;  North  Korea. 

SOVIET  UNION— And  see  Afghanistan;  Britain; 
China;  Cuba;  Iran;  Iraq:  General;  Near  East: 
General;  Phillips;  Quote  of  the  Week; 

Socialist  Action.  See  also  Religion. 

Ten  Years  After  Counterrevolution  in  the  USSR. 
#774.  8 Feb.  (6.  7.  8.  9) 

SPAIN— And  see  Religion. 

Batasuna  Party  Banned  in  Spain:  Down  With 
Repression  of  Basque  Nationalists!.  #787, 

20  Sept.  (4) 

Spartacist  League/U.S.— See  Workers  Vanguard. 
See  also  Immigration:  Oakland  Labor/ 
Immigrant  Defense  Rally;  Obituaries;  U.S.: 
History. 


Spartacus  Youth  Clubs  (SYCs) — See  Abu-Jamal: 
Defense  Campaign;  Armed  Forces;  Campus 
Repression;  D’Souza;  Horowitz;  Immigration: 
Oakland  Labor/Immigrant  Defense  Rally;  Iraq: 
Antiwar  Protests. 

Sports — See  Black  Question. 

Stalinism— See  Black  Question;  China;  Iran; 
North  Korea;  Philippines;  Soviet  Union;  U.S.: 
History. 

Stewart.  Lynne — See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases. 

Students — See  Campus  Repression; 

Immigration;  Near  East:  Anti-Zionist  Protests. 

Taaffeites — See  Northern  Ireland. 

Taft-Hartley  Act — See  Longshoremen. 

Taiwan— See  China. 

Teamsters — See  Longshoremen. 

Texas — See  Black  Question. 

Transgenders — See  Gay  Rights. 

TRANSIT  WORKERS 

NYC  Transit:  Union  Jobs  at  Union  Wages  for 
’’Workfare”  Laborers!,  #777,  22  Mar.  (3.  11) 

Keep  Government  Out  of  Chicago  Transit 
Unions!.  #779,  19  Apr.  (11) 

Queens,  NY:  Victory  to  Private  Lines  Bus  Strike!, 
#784.  12  July  (3) 

NYC  Transit:  Christopher  Bonaparte  Killed  on 
Tracks.  #786.  6 Sept.  (2) 

TWU  Tops  Feud  After  Queens  Bus  Strike,  #786, 

6 Sept.  (3.  15) 

Black  Bus  Driver  Assaulted  by  Chicago  Cops; 
Defend  Arlene  Russell!  (PDC  letter),  #786. 

6 Sept.  (4) 

Chicago  Transit  Workers  Rally  to  Defend  Arlene 
Russell.  #789.  18  Oct.  (2) 

Train  Driver  Killed  at  JFK.  #789.  18  Oct.  (3) 

Two  Workers  Killed  on  Tracks  in  Two  Days:  New 
York  Transit  Workers  vs.  Union-Busting 
Austerity.  #792.  29  Nov.  (3.  8) 

For  a Solid  NYC  Transit  Strike!,  #793,  13  Dec. 

(1.  10.  11) 

NYC  Transit  Deathtrap  (L),  #793,  13  Dec.  (2) 

Transport  Workers  Union  (TWU)— See  Transit 
Workers. 

Trotsky,  Leon — See  Archives  of  the  Marxist 
Movement;  Quote  of  the  Week. 

TURKEY 

Hunger  Strike  Against  Isolation  Cells  Continues: 
Free  All  Leftist  and  Kurdish  Political 
Prisoners!,  #776,  8 Mar.  (2,  11) 

Hands  Off  Omer  Asan!  (PDC  letter),  #783, 

14  June  (2) 

United  Airlines — See  Airline  Workers. 

United  Nations — See  Iraq;  Near  East:  General; 
South  Africa. 

UNITED  STATES 

• General— And  see  Chicago;  Civil  Liberties: 
General;  Quote  of  the  Week;  U.S.:  “War  on 
Terror".  See  also  Airline  Workers. 

"National  Unity":  Bosses  Profit.  Workers  Pay. 
#773,  25  Jan.  (1.  4) 

Enron:  Capitalism.  U.S.A.,  #774,  8 Feb.  (1, 15) 

The  End  of  Welfare:  Race,  Sex.  Class  and  the 
Capitalist  War  on  the  Poor.  #780.  3 May 
(12.  8.  9.  10) 

Hysteria  over  "Pledge  of  Allegiance"  Decision 
(YSp),  #784.  12  July  (1.9) 

Pink  Slips  and  Pension  Theft,  #787,  20  Sept. 

(1.  10.  11.  12.  13) 

2002  Elections:  Recession,  Repression,  War, 
#792.  29  Nov.  (1.  10,  11) 

• History— And  see  Immigration. 

The  U.S.  Left  and  the  'American  Century":  From 
Korea  Through  the  Vietnam  War  (YSp)  (S) 

Part  1 : Liberalism  and  the  Crisis  of  American 
Stalinism,  #773,  25  Jan.  (6.  7,  8) 

Part  2:  The  Civil  Rights  Movement  and  Its 
Contradictions.  #775.  22  Feb.  (4,  5.  6) 

Part  3:  The  Rise  and  Decline  of  "Revolutionary" 
Black  Nationalism,  #777.  22  Mar.  (4.  5.  6) 

Part  4;  The  Impact  of  the  Vietnam  War  on  the 
Left.  #779,  19  Apr.  (4,  5.  6) 

• International  Relations — And  see  Argentina; 
Armed  Forces;  China;  Cuba;  Germany; 
Immigration:  General;  Iraq;  Kashmir; 


Near  East:  General;  North  Korea;  Philippines; 
Quote  of  the  Week;  U.S.:  “War  on  Terror”; 
Venezuela. 

NATO  Allies  Seethe  over  "Axis  of  Evil"  Diatribe: 
U.S.  Nuclear  Madmen  on  a Rampage,  #777, 
22  Mar.  (1.8.  9.  10) 

• “War  on  Terror"— And  see  Abu-Jamal: 
Message  from  Death  Row;  Airline  Workers; 
Civil  Liberties:  Cases;  Death  Penalty; 
“Globalization”  Protests;  Horowitz; 
Immigration;  Iraq;  Longshoremen;  Near  East: 
Anti-Zionist  Protests;  Police;  U.S.: 
International  Relations. 

Down  With  Anti-Immigrant  Purge  of  Airport 
Workers!.  #777.  22  Mar.  (12.  10) 

Bush,  Ashcroft  Step  Up  Anti-Immigrant  Crusade: 
Free  the  Detainees!.  #778.  5 Apr.  (12,  10) 
Anti-Immigrant  Raids  at  D.C.  Airports,  #780, 

3 May  (2) 

New  FBI  Rules:  A Danger  to  All.  #783,  14  June 

(1.6) 

Feds  Shred  Constitutional  Rights,  #785.  9 Aug. 

(1.  10,  11) 

Anti-Muslim  Hysteria  in  Florida.  #787,  20  Sept. 
(15) 

‘Anti-Terror"  Hysteria  In  the  Air.  #788,  4 Oct. 

(2.  9) 

Government  Threatens  Roundup  of  Iraqi 
Americans.  #792,  29  Nov.  (1. 2) 

Hands  Off  Amer  Jubran!  (PDC  letter),  #792, 

29  Nov.  (2) 

University  of  California  at  Berkeley — See  Armed 
Forces;  Campus  Repression;  Gay  Rights; 
Near  East:  Anti-Zionist  Protests. 

University  of  California  at  Los  Angeles  (UCLA) — 
See  Horowitz. 

University  of  Chicago — See  D’Souza. 

University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago  (UlC) — See  Abu- 
Jamal:  Defense  Campaign;  Horowitz;  Iraq: 
Antiwar  Protests. 

University  of  South  Florida — See  Near  East:  Anti- 
Zionist  Protests. 

USA-Patriot  Act — See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases; 
Immigration:  Oakland  Labor/Immigrant 
Defense  Rally;  U.S.:  “War  on  Terror". 

VENEZUELA — And  see  Internationalist  Group. 
CIA  Targets  Chavez,  #787,  20  Sept.  (6.  7) 

Vietnam  War — See  Black  Question;  U.S.:  History. 

“War  on  Terror" — See  U.S.:  “War  on  Terror”. 

Washington.  D.C. — See  “Globalization”  Protests. 

Welfare — See  Chicago;  Transit  Workers;  U.S.: 
General. 

Williams.  Robert  F. — See  U.S.:  History. 

WOMAN  QUESTION  —And  see  Afghanistan; 
Campus  Repression;  Civil  Liberties:  Cases; 
Japan;  Philippines;  Quote  of  the  Week;  U.S.: 
General.  See  also  Adams;  France;  Gay 
Rights;  Ireland;  Mexico;  Near  East:  General. 
Feminists  Ban  Marxists  from  Chicago 
Conference  (YSp),  #778.  5 Apr,  (6) 

Nigeria;  Woman  Sentenced  to  Death  by  Stoning 
(W&R).  #787.  20  Sept.  (5.  13) 

Florida  Adoption  Laws  Pillory  Women.  Gays 
(YSp).  #787.  20  Sept.  (8) 

WORKERS  VANGUARD  —And  see  Obituaries. 
Workers  Vanguard  Subscription  Drive 
Week  One  Totals.  #786.  6 Sept.  (15) 

Week  Three  Totals.  #787,  20  Sept.  (4) 

Week  Five  Totals,  #788,  4 Oct.  (10) 

Subscription  Drive  Success!,  #789,  18  Oct.  (2) 
Statement  of  Ownership,  Management,  and 
Circulation.  #789,  18  Oct.  (11) 

Workers  World  Party  (WWP)— See  Cuba;  Iraq; 

Near  East:  General;  U.S.:  International 
Relations.  See  also  Longshoremen. 

World  Politics — See  Near  East:  General;  U.S.: 
International  Relations;  specific  countries. 

See  also  “Globalization”  Protests;  Quote  of 
the  Week. 

World  Trade  Organization  (WTO) — See  China. 

World  War  II — See  Immigration:  General. 
Yugoslavia — See  Near  East:  General. 

Zetkin.  Clara — See  Quote  of  the  Week. 

Zionism — See  Near  East:  General. 
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2002  SUBJECT  INDEX 


Issue  No.  772  (11  January)  through  No.  793  (13  December) 


Abortion— See  Mexico;  Philippines; 

Woman  Question. 

ABU-JAMAL,  MUMIA 

• Defense  Campaign — And  see  Death  Penalty; 
Immigration:  Oakland  Labor/Immigrant 
Defense  Rally.  See  also  Partisan  Defense 
Committee. 

Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is  an  Innocent  Man!,  #772, 

11  Jan.  (12.5.  6.  7.  8) 

New  Evidence  of  Innocence,  #775,  22  Feb. 

(16,  13) 

UlC  Speakout  Demands  Jamal’s  Freedom 
(YSp)  (L).  #775.  22  Feb.  (7) 

New  Court  Papers  Filed,  #707,  20  Sept.  (16,  9) 

• Message  from  Death  Row 

Powerless  at  the  Post  Office,  #772,  1 1 Jan.  (7) 
Now  into  the  Twilight  Zone.  #784,  1 2 July  (14) 
Life  in  the  Democracy  of  Fear,  #786,  6 Sept.  (5) 

T. I.PS. — Return  of  “Snitch  Patrol",  #789, 

18  Oct.  (3) 

ADAMS,  SUSAN 

Prometheus  Research  Library  Memorial  Book 
Fund.  #775,  22  Feb.  (3) 

AFGHANISTAN— And  see  Britain;  Iran; 
Obituaries;  Socialist  Action;  U.S.: 

International  Relations.  See  also  China; 
Internationalist  Group;  Soviet  Union. 

RAWA  Afghan  Feminists  Back  Imperialist 
Reaction,  #776,  8 Mar.  (3.  6,  7) 

AIRLINE  WORKERS 

United  Airlines:  "Employee  Ownership"  Fraud 
Means  Layoffs.  Wage  Cuts,  #793.  13  Dec. 

(3.  9) 

Airport  Workers — See  U.S.:  “War  on  Terror”. 

Algeria — See  France. 

Ali,  Muhammad — See  Black  Question. 

Amalgamated  Transit  Union  (ATU)— See  Transit 
Workers. 

Anarchism — See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases; 

Soviet  Union. 

Anti-Communism — See  Afghanistan;  Civil 
Liberties:  General. 

Anti-Immigrant  Witchhunt — See  Detroit; 
Immigration;  Longshoremen;  Philippines; 

U. S.:  “War  on  Terror”.  See  also  Australia; 
France;  Germany;  Internationalist  Group; 
Italy;  Near  East:  Anti-Zionist  Protests;  Spain; 
Transit  Workers. 

Anwar,  Phyllis — See  Obituaries. 

Arab  Americans — See  Detroit;  U.S.:  “War  on 
Terror”. 

ARCHIVES  OF  THE  MARXIST  MOVEMENT 
—And  see  Quote  of  the  Week. 

Prometheus  Research  Library  Book — Dog  Days: 
James  P Cannon  vs.  Max  Shachtman  in  the 
Communist  League  of  America,  1931-1933, 
#791.  15  Nov,  (4.  5.  6.  7,  8) 

ARGENTINA 

Mass  Protests  Shake  Argentina.  #772, 

11  Jan,  (1.  10.  11) 

ARMED  FORCES — And  see  Cuba;  Iraq;  U.S.: 
International  Relations.  See  also  Australia. 

SYC  Protest  at  Berkeley:  ROTC  Off  Campus! 
(YSp).  #780,  3 May  (5) 

Free  Pedro  Colon!  (YSp),  #783,  14  June  (0) 

Asia — See  specific  countries. 

AUSTRALIA — And  see  Immigration:  Oakland 
Labor/Immigrant  Defense  Rally. 

Woomera  Protest;  Refugees  Escape  Australian 
Concentration  Camp.  #778,  5 Apr.  (11) 

Army  Recruiters  Abandon  Campus  Stall  (YSp). 
#779.  19  Apr.  (7) 


GUIDE  TO  THE  SUBJECT  INDEX 

• This  subject  index  covers  issues  of  Workers  Vanguard  pub- 
lished during  2002,  from  issue  No,  772  (11  January) 
through  the  end-of-the-year  issue  No.  793  (13  December). 
During  this  time.  WV  was  published  biweekly,  except 
skipping  three  alternate  issues  in  June,  July  and  August 
(beginning  with  omitting  the  second  issue  in  June)  and 
with  a three-week  interval  in  December. 

• The  fullest  listing  is  by  SUBJECT.  Subject  headings  are 
arranged  alphabetically.  Entries  are  listed  chronologically 
with  two  exceptions;  all  entries  comprising  a series  are 
listed  together  immediately  following  the  first  entry  of  the 
series;  corrections  immediately  follow  the  relevant  entry. 
An  asterisk  (*)  after  the  page  location  of  an  entry  indicates 
that  a correction  follows. 

• Entries  are  listed  under  subject  heads.  In  some  cases,  sub- 
ject heads  are  broken  down  into  subcategories.  These  sub- 
categories are  listed  immediately  after  the  initial  subject 
head  and  preceded  by  a dot  (•).  The  numbers  following 
each  entry  headline  give  the  issue  number,  date  and  page 
number(s)  for  the  article.  Thus: 

Victory  to  the  British  Firefighters!,  #792.  29  Nov.  (12,  9) 
means  the  headline  of  the  article,  issue  No.  792.  dated  29 
November  2002.  beginning  on  page  12  and  continuing  on 
page  9. 

• No  entry  is  listed  twice;  refer  to  cross  references  for  guid- 
ance in  locating  the  subject  head  for  particular  articles. 
Cross  references  are  of  two  types:  those  following  the 
word  “see"  deal  centrally  with  the  subject  head;  those  fol- 
lowing the  words  “see  also"  are  related  articles.  Subject 
heads  in  cross  references  are  separated  by  a semicolon, 
while  subcategories  of  subject  heads  are  separated  by  a 
comma.  Thus: 

Green  Party— See  Germany;  U.S.:  General,  International 
Relations. 

means  that  articles  about  the  Green  Party  can  be  found  by 
going  to  the  subject  head  GERMANY  and  by  going  to  the 
subject  head  UNITED  STATES  and  looking  under  the  sub- 
categories General  and  International  Relations. 


• Individuals  mentioned  in  articles  are  usually  not  listed  sep- 
arately unless  the  article  is  primarily  about  the  given  per- 
son. Foreign  political  organizations  are  generally  listed 
under  appropriate  countries,  while  U.S.  political  organiza- 
tions are  listed  under  their  organizational  names. 

• Articles  relating  to  foreign  countries  are  listed  under  geo- 
graphical headings  and  not  necessarily  under  any  other 
subject  heading.  Articles  which  deal  centrally  with  U.S.  for- 
eign policy  will  be  found  under  U.S.:  international  Rela- 
tions, except  those  articles  that  refer  to  the  U.S.  bombing 
and  threatened  invasion  of  Iraq,  which  will  be  found  under 
IRAQ;  General.  Articles  dealing  with  domestic  aspects  of 
the  "War  on  Terror"  are  located  under  U.S.:  "War  on  Terror." 

• Articles  about  the  February  9 Oakland  rally  in  defense  of 
Immigrants  and  against  the  USA-Patriot  and  Maritime 
Security  Acts  are  listed  under  IMMIGRATION:  Oakland 
Labor/Immigrant  Defense  Rally. 

• The  periodic  columns  by  death  row  political  prisoner 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal  are  listed  under  the  subject  heading 
ABU-JAMAL  in  the  subcategory  Message  from  Death 
Row;  articles  on  his  case  and  the  campaign  to  free  him  are 
in  the  subcategory  Defense  Campaign. 

• Workers  Vanguard  began  during  this  year  to  periodically 
include  articles  under  the  Women  and  Revolution  mast- 
head. Those  articles  will  be  listed  under  the  subject  head- 
ing to  which  the  individual  articles  pertain  with  the  notation 
“(W&R)"  after  the  headline  of  the  entry.  When  articles  are 
reprinted  and/or  translated  from  the  press  of  other  sections 
of  the  ICL,  the  name  of  the  press  will  appear  in  parentheses 
following  the  headline  of  the  entry. 

• Abbreviations  used  in  entries  are: 

C:  Correction 

CSDN:  Class-Struggle  Defense  Notes  article 
L:  Letter 
R;  Review 
S:  Series 

W&R:  Women  and  Revolution  article 
YSp:  Young  Spartacus  article 


Australian/UN  Troops  Out  of  East  Timor!  (YSp), 
#786,  6 Sept.  (9.  10) 

Drop  Charges  Against  All  Woomera  Detainees 
and  Protesters!  (CSDN),  #787,  20  Sept. 

(2.  15) 

Auto  Workers — See  U.S.:  History.  See  also 
Germany;  Italy. 

Basques — See  Spain. 

Black  Panther  Party— See  Abu-Jamal:  Defense 
Campaign;  Black  Question;  U.S.:  History, 

“War  on  Terror”. 

BLACK  QUESTION-And  see  Abu-Jamal: 
Defense  Campaign;  Chicago;  Civil  Liberties; 
Death  Penalty;  Detroit;  Horowitz;  Immigration; 
Latinos;  Police;  Quote  of  the  Week;  Transit 
Workers;  U.S.:  General,  History;  Woman 
Question. 

Black  Struggle  and  the  Vietnam  War— A//: 

A Review  (by  Paul  Costello),  #774,  8 Feb. 

(4,  5.  10,  11) 

New  York  Times  Smears  Courageous  Harlem 
Communist:  In  Memory  of  Bill  Epton,  #781, 

17  May  (3,  7) 

Mass  Jailing  of  Blacks  in  Tulia;  “War  on  Drugs" 
Texas  Style,  #787,  20  Sept.  (3) 

Bolshevik  Party- See  Quote  of  the  Week. 

Boston  University  (BU)— See  Iraq:  Antiwar 
Protests. 

BRITAIN— And  see  Iraq:  General;  Northern 
Ireland. 

Why  I Joined  the  Spartacist  League/Britain 
{Workers  Hammer)  (YSp),  #788,  4 Oct.  (6.  7.  8) 

Victory  to  the  British  Firefighters!.  #792 
29  Nov.  (12,  9) 

British  Firefighters  vs.  "New  Labour"  Union 
Busters,  #793,  13  Dec.  (4.  5,  9) 

Brooks.  Charlie — See  Obituaries. 

Campus  Protests— See  Abu-Jamal:  Defense 
Campaign;  Armed  Forces;  Campus 
Repression;  Civil  Liberties:  Cases;  D’Souza; 
Horowitz;  Iraq:  Antiwar  Protests.  See  also 
Near  East:  Anti-Zionist  Protests. 


CAMPUS  REPRESSION— And  see  D’Souza; 
Horowitz;  Iraq:  Antiwar  Protests;  Near  East: 
Anti-Zionist  Protests. 

Down  With  Anti-Sex,  Anti-Left  Witchhunt  at 
Berkeley!  (YSp),  #777,  22  Mar.  (7) 

No  More  Mr.  “Naked  Guy"  (YSp).  #777, 

22  Mar.  (7) 

CANADA 

Native  People's  Rights  and  Labor  Struggle  in 
Canada  {Spartacist  Canada).  #783,  14  June 
(3.  14)  . 

Cannon.  James  P — See  Archives  of  the  Marxist 
Movement;  Quote  of  the  Week. 

Capital  Punishment — See  Abu-Jamal:  Defense 
Campaign;  Death  Penalty. 

Central  Intelligence  Agency  (CIA) — See 
Venezuela. 

CHICAGO— And  see  Latinos;  Transit  Workers. 
Chicago  Democrats  Trash  Public  Housing. 

#786,  6 Sept.  (5,  11) 

CHINA — And  see  Iraq:  General;  North  Korea; 
Philippines;  Quote  of  the  Week;  Soviet  Union. 
See  also  Longshoremen. 

China  and  the  U.S.  “War  on  Terror".  #776, 

8 Mar.  (12.  8.  9.  10) 

WTO  Entry  Extends  Imperialist  Penetration; 
Workers  Protests  Shake  China  (S) 

Part  1.  #781,  17  May  (1.  8.  9.  10) 

Pari  2,  #782,  31  May  (4.  5.  6.  7.  10) 

CIVIL  LIBERTIES 

• General — And  see  Abu-Jamal;  Black 
Question;  Campus  Repression;  Canada; 

Death  Penalty;  Horowitz;  Immigration: 

Oakland  Labor/Immigrant  Defense  Rally; 

Near  East:  Anti-Zionist  Protests;  Police; 

U.S.:  “War  on  Terror”;  Woman  Question. 

There’s  Nothing  Wrong  with  a Little  Bump  N’ 

Grind:  Defend  R.  Kelly!  (YSp).  #784. 

12  July  (7) 

Down  With  High  School  Drug  Testing!  (YSp). 

#785,  9 Aug.  (6.  7) 

Central  Park  Jogger  Case — NYC:  Racist  Frame- 
Up  of  Black.  Latino  Youth.  #790,  1 Nov.  (12, 11) 

• continued  on  page  13 
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